
 

 

 

 

 

SDG BOOKLE T 

 

Housing ensures 
sustainable  development  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Authors 

Dr. Kalterina Shulla  
Dr. Lea Kőszeghy 

 

 
HFHI Editorial Board 

Steven Weir, former Vice President, Housing Innovation, HFHI  
Amanda Entrikin, Director of Global Affairs and Advocacy, HFHI   
Anne Shaffer Myers, Senior Director, Advocacy Campaigns, HFHI  
Carly Kraybill, Global Engagement Senior Specialist, Advocacy and Tithe, HFHI  
Gyorgy Sumeghy, Associate Director, Policy and Advocacy, HFHI/EMEA  

 
 

March 2021  
 
 
 
 

2 



2  

Access to clean water 
and sanitation are 
integral to safe, 
healthy, adequate 
housing. 



4  

Table of contents  

1. Why housing matters to global development frameworks  ....................... 5 

2. Housing and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development  ............... 6 

3. SDG case study summaries  ................................................................................... 13 

4. Housing -related SDGs´ Targets  and Indicators  ......................................... 25 

5. Appendix: Related global frameworks  ............................................................ 40  

6.    Key Global Agendas  ................................................................................................. 49  

7.    References  .................................................................................................................... 50  

 
 



5  

1. Why housing matters to global development frameworks  
 
Housing is an important element of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and an essential driver for achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals, or SDGs. Adequate and affordable housing leads to benefits in health, 
education and economic opportuniti es. The process of housing improvement is 
often a ladder out of poverty for families. These changes benefit the larger 
community, reducing inequality and building resilience against economic and 
natural disasters.  
 
Actions toward adequate and affordable housing have multiple effects and 
support the implementation of other global development strategies, such as the 
New Urban Agenda, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, and the 
Paris Climate Change Agreement.  
 
This guide is intended to serve as a useful resource for better understanding the 
transformational impact of housing on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. It can be a tool for housing practitioners and sustainable 
development experts alike, helping them fill in their r espective knowledge gaps. 
It is also a starting point for action, research and analysis for measuring housing 
impact through the SDGsƞ monitoring framework of targets and indicators.  
  



6  

2. Housing and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development  
 
The 2030 Agen da for Sustainable Development embraces core principles such 
as universality (it applies to all countries and considers all people despite their 
status and location), interconnectedness and indivisibility (it needs to be 
implemented as a whole), inclusiven ess (every contribution is valid), and multi -
stakeholder partnerships (to support implementation).  
 
The right to adequate housing as an important element of these core principles 
is embraced in the 17 Sustainable Development Goals.  
 
ƠAdequate housing means more than a roof over oneƞs head. It also means 
adequate privacy, adequate space; physical accessibility; adequate security; 
security of tenure; structural stability and durability; adequate lighting, heating 
and ventilation; adequate basic infrastructu re, such as water -supply, sanitation 
and waste -management facilities; suitable environmental quality and health -
related factors; and adequate and accessible location with regard to work and 
basic facilities: all of which should be available at an affordabl e costơ (UN Habitat, 
2003).  
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The transformational impact of housing  
 
Existing research and extensive analysis of the 17 SDGs with their 169 targets 
and more than 200 corresponding indicators show that:  
 
Á Housing contributes directly or indirectly to the implementation of all 17 

SDGs.  
 

Á Housing is a platform for household resilience and sustainability, driving 
Human Development Index i and Multidimensional Poverty Index ii outcomes 
in health, education and standard of living, including indicators in nutriti on; 
child mortality; school enrolment; energy; water; sanitation; and durable, 
healthy construction.  
 

Á Housing as a process can create a sense of place and dignity, building 
community cohesion as well as oneƞs social and financial network and 
assets.  
 

Á Adequate and affordable housing is a multiplier of community jobs and 
incomes and improves household financial stability, often providing 
opportunities for home -based industry.  
 

Á Housing is a prerequisite for inclusive, equitable, safe, resilient a nd 
sustainable cities.  
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How housing supports the SDGs  
 

Source: Infographic by Nóra Feldmár  
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Housing is an integral part of six SDGs  

 

Goal 1 Ɯ No poverty  
Á Adequate housing builds resilience and reduces vulnerability to 

economic, social, health and climate -related shocks and 
disasters.  

Á Equal access to land and housing, and the economic resources 
they generate, promotes sustainability.  

 
Goal 3 Ɯ Good health  and well -being  
Á Affordable, safe, stable, secure and resilient housing is an 

important factor in physical and mental health and well -being. 
 

 
Goal 5 Ɯ Gender equality  
Á Equal access to housing and land rights, credit, mortgages, and 

rental housing protects women from discriminatory policies and 
practices and protects their rights in cases of violence.  

Á Strong land rights for housing for women have a catalytic effect, 
elevating the standard of living for entire communities.  

 
Goal 6 Ɯ Clean water and sanitation  
Á Providing access to safe and affordable water and sanitation is a 

vital component of healthy and adequate housing.  
 

Goal 7 Ɯ Affordable and clean energy  
Á Energy poverty is a specific form of housing poverty, with social 

and environmental impact on wider communities.  
Á Housing interventions addressing the availability of energy, 

habitability through quality improvement, and affordability are 
indispensable for ensuring access to affordable, reliable, 
sustainable and modern energy for all.  

 

Goal 11 Ɯ Sustainable cities and communities  
Á Access to adequate housing is central to achieving inclusive, 

safe, resilient and sustainable cities.  
Á Positioning housing at the center iii contributes to an integrated 

approach to urban planning and management as a means  to 
achieve sustainable development.  

Á A twin -track approach that includes the upgrading of existing 
slum areas and the prevention of new slum formation is important 
for achieving sustainable cities and communities.  

Á Improving housing affordability is a prere quisite of progress 
toward sustainable cities and communities.  

  



10  

     Housing is a direct contributor to seven SDGs  
 

Goal 8 Ɯ Decent work and economic growth  
Á The housing sector supports economic growth through job 

creation related to the construction industry and additional 
demand for materials and services.  

Á Stable and adequate housing leads to better economic 
opportunities by providing space for home -based en terprises 
and  allowing households additional time for productive activities.   

Á Slum and informal households are a major economic force.  
 

Goal 9 Ɯ Industry, innovation and infrastructure  
Á New technologies promote an affordable, market -based, 

resilient, ene rgy-efficient and green housing approach.  
Á The lack of quality, reliable, sustainable and resilient 

infrastructure in slums and informal settlements poses risks to 
residents of those settlements and the wider community.  
 

Goal 10 Ɯ Reduced inequalities  

Á Housing inequalities are a determining factor in social and 
economic inequality.  

Á Housing developments help communities overcome inequality.  
 

Goal 12 Ɯ Responsible consumption and production  
Á Sustainable design and construction based on energy -efficiency 

and the use of local and renewable materials reduce life cycle 
costs and carbon footprints.  

Á Recycling and reuse in the building sector can minimize raw 
materials extractions and construction waste.  
 

Goal 13 Ɯ Climate action  
Á Building resilient homes and commun ities reduces risk, promotes 

preparedness, and improves the ability to cope with 
environmental shocks.  

Á Sustainable housing construction reduces climate impact.  
 

Goal 16 Ɯ Peace, justice and strong institutions  
Á Methods applied in interventions addressing slums, informal 

settlements and unaffordable housing can contribute to the 
overall improvement of urban planning and governance.  

Á Tenure security and informal settlement recognition promote the 
participation of vulnerable groups in decision -making. 

Á Slum upgrading may contribute to the reduction of violence and 
other criminal activities.  
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Goal 17 Ɯ Partnerships for the goals  
Á Enabling stakeholder engagement and participatory processes 

will assist in the development of housing an d land policies.  
Á Inclusive people -public -private partnerships, through housing -

focused initiatives, can ensure sustainable and resilient cities.  
 
 

  Housing is an indirect contributor to four SDGs  

 
Goal 2 Ɯ Zero hunger  
Á  Access to more affordable housing helps people avoid having to 

choose between housing and food costs.  
Á Tenure security and adequate housing can empower small -scale 

food production.  
 

Goal 4 Ɯ Quality education  

Á Adequate living conditions enable access to education and 
better education outcomes.  

Á Training programs and capacity strengthening in housing 
increase knowledge concerning sustainable development in 
various ways, including disas ter preparedness and responsible, 
quality construction.  

 

Goal 14 Ɯ Life below water  
Á Sustainable urban planning and slum development can protect 

water resources from pollution caused by informal settlements.  
 

 

Goal 15 Ɯ Life on Land  
Á Sustainable urban p lanning and management can protect 

ecosystems from damage caused by scattered informal 
settlements and protect natural resources from unplanned 
development.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_Development_Goal_4&psig=AOvVaw0ZSX-73IbGKy8rbLM2Srqj&ust=1613470142247000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNiksefS6-4CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal14&psig=AOvVaw1Icf5MALqeB-BkaSRlkqfA&ust=1613470182886000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMin2vrS6-4CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
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 Housing is a platform for household 
resilience and drives positive 

out���}�u���•���]�v���Z�}�µ�•���Z�}�o���•�[���Z�����o�š�Z�U��
education and standard of living. 

 














































































