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channels, reading newspapers, 
and is also connected with social 
media, that’s why he believed that 
his general knowledge was quite 
good… but, when he visited the PM 
Museum, he was very surprised, 
he realized that there were many 
things about his country and those 
who led it, that he didn’t know at all. 
He has written about certain facets 
of the PM Museum, which further 
fuelled his curiosity. He was very 
happy to see the spinning wheel of 
Lal Bahadur Shastri, gifted to him 
by his in-laws. He also saw Shastri 
ji’s passbook, noticing how little he 
managed to save. Sarthak ji has 
written that he did not even know 
that Morarji Bhai Desai was Deputy 
Collector in Gujarat before joining 
the freedom struggle. He had a 
long career in the administrative 
service.

Sarthak ji writes about 
Chaudhary Charan Singh ji, that 
he was completely unaware 
about Chaudhary Charan Singh 
ji’s immense contribution in 
eradicating ‘zamindari’. Not just 
that, he further writes he saw 
that Mr. P.V. Narasimha Rao ji 
took a keen interest in the work 
of Land Reforms. Sarthak ji also 
came to know from his visit to the 
museum about Chandrashekhar 
ji’s historic Bharat Yatra on foot, 
that covered over 4000 km. In the 
museum, when he saw the things 
that Atal ji used, and heard his 
speeches, he was filled with pride. 
Sarthak ji also mentioned that this 
museum covers interesting facts 
about Mahatma Gandhi, Sardar 
Patel, Dr. Ambedkar, Jaiprakash 
Narayan and our Prime Minister 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru.

Friends, there can be no 
better time to reminisce the 
contributions of the country’s 
Prime Ministers than the Azadi 

Ka Amrit Mahotsav. It is a matter 
of pride for the nation that Azadi 
Ka Amrit Mahotsav is taking the 
form of a Jan Andolan. People’s 
interest in history is increasing 
a lot and therefore the PM 
Museum is also becoming a 
centre of attraction for the 
youth, connecting them with the 
priceless legacy of the country.

Dear friends, when so much is 
being discussed with you about 
the museum, I felt that I should 
also ask you some questions. 
Let’s see how good your general 
knowledge is… how much do you 
know! Are you ready, my young 
friends? Have you picked up a 
paper and pen? You can share 
your answers to my questions 
on NaMo App or on social media 
with #MuseumQuiz. I urge 
you to attempt to answer all 
these questions. This will raise 
curiosity about the museum 
among people across the 
country. Do you know which city 

With new topics, inspiring 
examples, and new messages, I 
have come once again to share 
‘Mann Ki Baat’ with you. Do you 
know, on which topic I have 
received the maximum letters and 
messages this time? This subject 
is connected to past, present and 
future; all three. I am talking about 
the country’s new Pradhanmantri 
Sangrahalaya. On 14th April, on the 
birth anniversary of Babasaheb 
Ambedkar, the PM Museum was 
dedicated to the nation. It has 
been opened for the citizens. One 
such listener is Shrimaan Sarthak 
ji. He lives in Gurugram and has 
visited the PM Museum at the 
very first opportunity that he got. 
The message Sarthak ji shared 
on NaMo App with me is very 
interesting. He has written that for 
years he has been watching news 

My dear countrymen, Namaskar
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in the country is home to 
a famous Rail Museum, 
where people have been 
getting a chance to see 
the heritage associated 
with the  Indian Railways 
for the last 45 years? Let 
me give you another clue. 
You can also find here, 
the Fairy Queen, Saloon 
of Prince of Wales as well 
as the Fireless Steam 
Locomotive. Do you know 
in which museum in 
Mumbai, can you see the 
evolution of currency in 
a very interesting way? 
From a coin dating as 
far back as 6th century to 
e-Money, all this is present 
here. The third question is 
related to the museum  
‘Virasat-e-Khalsa’. Do you 
know which city in Punjab 
is home to this museum? 
I am sure all of you enjoy 
kite flying a lot; my next 

question is related to this. 
Where is the country’s one 
and only Kite Museum? 
Let me give you a clue, 
the biggest kite displayed 
here is 22x16 feet in size. 
Does this ring a bell? No? 
Let me tell you one more 
thing - the city where it 
is located has a special 
link with Bapu. Who isn’t 
fond of collecting postal 
stamps in childhood! 
But do you know where 
is the National Museum 
related to postal stamps? 
Let me ask you one more 
question. Which museum 
is housed in a building 
named ‘Gulshan Mahal’? 
A clue for you is that in 
this museum, you can 
become a film director; 
you can also see the finer 
details of camera-work 
and editing. Okay, do you 
know about a museum 

that celebrates India’s rich 
textile heritage? This museum 
has miniature paintings, Jain 
manuscripts, sculptures and a 
lot more. It is also known for its 
unique display.

Friends, in this era of technology, 
finding answers to these is very 
easy for you. I have asked these 
questions to fuel the curiosity 
among our younger generation… 
so that they read more, learn 
about them and visit them. 
Nowadays, realizing the value 
of museums, many people 
are coming forward to make 
donations to the museums. 
Several people are donating their 
old collections, and historical 
antiques to museums. When you 
do this, in a way, you share a 
cultural treasure with the entire 
society. People in India, too, are 
coming forward to do this. I laud 
all such individual efforts as well. 

Today, amid changing times 
and due to the Covid protocols, 
museums are being encouraged 
to adopt new ways. There is an 
increased focus on digitization 
in museums. You must be aware 
that 18th May is commemorated 
as International Museum Day 
all over the world. Keeping this 
in mind, I have an idea for my 
young friends. Why not visit a 
local museum with your friends 
during the upcoming vacations. 
Do share your experience with 
#MuseumMemories. This will 
motivate others’ curiosity about 
museums as well.

My dear countrymen,
you must be making a lot of 
resolutions in your life, and may 
also be working hard to fulfill 
them. Friends, recently I came to 
know about one resolution, which 

National Rail Museum, New Delhi
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was really different, very unique. 
Hence, I thought about sharing it 
with the listeners of ‘Mann Ki Baat’.

Friends, can you imagine a person 
coming out of the house with a 
resolve to roam around the entire 
city for the whole day without a 
single cash transaction! Isn’t it an 
interesting resolve! Two daughters 
from Delhi, Sagarika and Preksha, 
conducted a similar ‘Cashless 
Day Out’ experiment. Wherever 
Sagarika and Preksha went in 
Delhi, they could find digital 
payment facility. Due to the UPI 
QR code, they did not feel the 
necessity of withdrawing cash. 
Even at the street food kiosks and 
roadside vendors, they could get 
the facility of online transaction 
at most places.

Friends, one may think that it 
is easily possible to have all 
this in a metro city like Delhi. 
But it is not that the UPI facility 
is limited only to big cities like 
Delhi. I have also received a 
message from Anandita Tripathi 
from Ghaziabad. Anandita had 
gone to the North East with her 

husband last week. She narrated 
her experiences of the journey 
from Assam to Meghalaya 
and upto Tawang in Arunachal 
Pradesh. You will be pleasantly 
surprised to know that in this 
journey spanning several days, 
she did not need to withdraw 
cash even in the remote areas. 
Even at places where there was 
no proper internet connection a 
few years ago, there is the facility 
of UPI payment. Looking at the 
experiences of Sagarika, Preksha 
and Anandita, I would urge you 
to try the experiment of ‘Cashless 
Day Out’.

Friends, in the last few years, BHIM 
UPI has rapidly emerged as an 
important part of our economy 
and daily activities. Now, even in 
small towns and most villages, 
people are transacting through 
UPI itself. A culture is also evolving 
in the country through Digital 
Economy. With Digital payments 
taking place even in small shops 
in every nook and corner, it has 
become easier for them to cater 
to more number of customers. 

Now they don’t even have to 
face a problem of change. You 
may have also experienced the 
convenience of UPI in everyday 
life. Wherever you go… there is no 
need to carry cash, to go to the 
bank, or find an ATM… the hassle 
is now over. All payments can 
be made through mobile itself, 
but, have you ever thought that 
these small online payments 
made by you have contributed 
towards building such a huge 
digital economy in the country? 
At present, transactions worth  
Rs 20,000 crore per day are 
taking place in our country. Last 
March, UPI transactions reached 
around Rs 10 lakh crores. This is 
not only increasing facilities in the 

country, but also encouraging 
an environment of honesty. Now, 
several new start-ups associated 
with Fintech are also emerging 
in the country. I would like you to 
share any experiences related 
to this power of digital payment 
and start-up ecosystem. Your 
experiences can become a 
source of inspiration for many 
other countrymen.

My dear countrymen,
we can notice around us, how 
the power of technology is 
changing the lives of common 
people. Technology has done 
another great job, which is to 
provide the country and the 
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world with benefits resulting from 
extraordinary capabilities of our 
Divyang friends. We have seen 
what our Divyang brothers and 
sisters can achieve at the Tokyo 
Paralympics. Just like in sports, 
our Divyang friends are doing 
wonders in arts, academics and 
many other fields, but with the 
help of the power of technology, 
they achieve even greater 
milestones. Therefore, nowadays, 
the country is constantly making 
efforts to make the resources and 
infrastructure more accessible 
for the differently abled. Various 
start-ups and organizations in the 
country are doing inspirational 
work in this direction. One such 
organization is ‘Voice of Specially 
Abled People’. This organization 
is promoting new opportunities in 
the field of assistive technology. 
An innovative initiative has also 
been taken to promote the work 
of Divyang artists to the world. 
‘Voice of Specially Abled People’ 
has prepared a digital art gallery 
for paintings of such artists. This 

art gallery is an example of how 
our Divyang friends are capable 
of extraordinary skills and what 
extraordinary abilities they 
possess. What are the challenges 
in the lives of our Divyang friends, 
where can they reach after 
overcoming these challenges? 
One can feel many such similar 
stories in these paintings. If you 
also know any Divyang friend, 
then through digital technology, 
you can help them in showcasing 
their talent to the world. Our 
Divyang friends must also 
participate in such endeavours.

My dear countrymen, 
weather is getting hotter very 
fast in most parts of the country. 
This rising heat equally increases 

our responsibility towards water 
conservation. It is possible that 
there may be plenty of water 
available at your present place. 
But, you also have to always 
remember crores of those people 
who are residing in water scarce 
areas, for whom every drop of 
water is like elixir.

Friends, in the 75th year of 
independence during the Azadi 
Ka Amrit Mahotsav, water 
conservation is also one of the 
resolves with which the country 
is moving forward. 75 Amrit 
Sarovars will be built in every 
district of the country during 
the Amrit Mahotsav. You can 
imagine how big this campaign 
is. The day is not far when there 
will be 75 Amrit Sarovars in 
your city. I urge you all, and 
especially the youth, to know 
about this campaign and also 
take up its responsibility. If your 
region is historically connected 
to the freedom struggle, or has 
memory of a freedom fighter, it 
can also be connected to Amrit 
Sarovar. I am glad to know that 
after taking the resolve of Amrit 
Sarovar, work has been rapidly 

going on at many places. I have 
come to know about Patwai 
Gram Panchayat of Rampur, 
Uttar Pradesh. There was a pond 
on the land of the Gram Sabha, 
but it was filled with filth and 
heaps of garbage. In the last few 
weeks, with a lot of hard work 
of locals and school children, 
the lake has been rejuvenated. 
Retaining wall, boundary wall, 
food court, fountains and lighting 
have now been set up on the 
lakeside. I congratulate the Gram 
Panchayat of Patwai in Rampur, 
the people and children of the 
village, for this effort.

Friends, the availability and 
scarcity of water determine 
the progress of any nation. You 
must have also noticed that in 
‘Mann Ki Baat’, I often discuss 
about water conservation, along 
with other topics like cleanliness. 

Amrit Sarovar : Patwai, Rampur

Indian paralympic shooter Avani Lekhara 
receiving Padma Shri Award from  

Hon'ble President Shri Ram Nath Kovind

Divyang artist presenting a painting to the 
Prime Minister
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It has been clearly stated in our 
scriptures –

पानियम् परमम् लोके,  
जीवानाम् जीवनम् समृतम्।।

Meaning, water is the basis of life 
of every living being in the world, 
and water is also the biggest 
resource, that is why our ancestors 
placed great emphasis on 
water conservation. From Vedas 
to Puranas, conserving water, 
constructing ponds, reservoir, etc., 
has been described as the social 
and spiritual duty of a person. 
Valmiki Ramayana lays special 
emphasis on connecting water 
sources and water conservation. 
Likewise, history students must 
be aware of well-developed 
hydraulic engineering in India 
during the Indus-Saraswati 
and Harappan civilizations. In 
ancient times, many cities had 
an interconnected system of 
water sources and these were 
the times when the population 
was not much, natural resources 
were not scarce, rather, there 
was abundance, yet, there was 
great awareness regarding water 
conservation. But today, the 
situation is reversed. I urge you 
all to gather knowledge about 
such old ponds, wells and lakes 
in your area. Along with water 
conservation, your area will also 
develop a distinct identity due 
to the Amrit Sarovar Abhiyan. 
This will also help develop local 
tourist places in cities, localities, 
and people will also get a place 
to walk around.

future. It is the responsibility 
of the entire society. For this, 
various communities have made 
multiple efforts continuously over 
the centuries. For example, the 
Maldhari tribe of Rann of Kutch 
uses a method called ‘Vridas’ for 
water conservation. Under this, 
small wells are dug and plantation 
is done in surrounding area for its 
protection. Similarly, the Bhil tribe of 
Madhya Pradesh used its historical 
tradition ‘Halma’ for conserving 
water. As per tradition, community 
members gather together to 
find solutions for water related 
problems. Due to the suggestions 
received from the ‘Halma’ tradition, 
the water crisis in this region has 
eased and groundwater level has 
also improved.

Friends, if a similar sense of 
duty prevails in everyone, then 
even the biggest challenges 
concerning water crisis can 
be solved. Come, let’s make 
a resolve towards conserving 
water and saving life during the 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. We 
will conserve every drop of water 
and save every life.

My dear countrymen,
you must have seen that a few 
days ago, I interacted with young 
friends, students in ‘Pariksha Pe 
Charcha’. During the interaction, 
some students mentioned that 
they are scared of studying 
mathematics during the exams. 

Friends, every effort towards 
water is an effort towards our 

Engineering marvel (of Dholavira) for water 
conservation during Harappan Civilisation
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‘Sagar’ means 10 to the power of 
57 (1057). Not only this, we further 
have Ogh and Maogh even after 
this. There is a Maogh–10 to the 
power of 62 (1062), that is, one with 
62 zeros next to it. Even imagining 
such a big figure is difficult, but, 
they have been a part of Indian 
mathematics for thousands of 
years. Few days ago, I met with the 
CEO of Intel. He had given to me a 
painting which depicted one such 
Indian system of calculation or 
measurement through Vamana 
avatar. When Intel is mentioned, 
computers come automatically 
to your mind. You must have 
heard about the language of 
computers: binary system, but, do 
you know about Acharya Pingala 
of our country, who postulated 
the binary system. Similarly, 
mathematicians, right from 
Aryabhatta to Ramanujan, all 
have worked on several principles 
of mathematics.

Friends, Mathematics has never 
been a difficult subject for us. 
One major reason for this is our 
Vedic Mathematics. The credit of 
Vedic mathematics in modern 
times goes to Shri Bharati Krishna 
Tirtha Ji Maharaj. He has revived 
the ancient system of calculation 
and named it Vedic Mathematics. 
The speciality of Vedic Maths was 
that you can do the most difficult 
calculations in your mind, in the 
blink of an eye. You must have 
seen videos of youth learning and 
teaching Vedic maths on social 
media these days.

Friends, today in ‘Mann Ki Baat’, 
a friend who teaches Vedic 
Mathematics is also joining us. He 
is Gaurav Tekriwal ji from Kolkata. 
He has been taking forward Vedic 
mathematics movement with 
great dedication, for over the last 
two decades. Come, let’s talk to 
him.

Modi ji - Gaurav ji Namaste!

Gaurav – Namaste sir!

Modi ji - I have heard that you 
have keen interest in Vedic Maths 
and you are doing a lot for the 
same. At first, I would like to know 
about you and later, how you 
developed interest in this subject?

Gaurav - Sir, twenty years ago, 
when I was applying for business 
school, there used to be a 
competitive exam, called CAT. It 
included several mathematical 
questions, which had to be 
answered in limited time. So, my 

scientific understanding with the 
help of mathematics. We have 
not only invented zero, but also 
expressed the infinite. In common 
parlance, when we discuss 
numbers, we usually confine our 
thoughts to million, billion and 
trillion, but, in Vedas and Indian 
mathematics, this computation 
goes much further. We have an 
ancient verse that says -

एकं दशं शतं चैव, सहस्रम् अयुतं तथा |
लक्षं च नियुतं चैव, कोटि: अर्बुदम् एव च||
वृन्दं खर्वो निखर्व: च, शंख: पद्म: च सागर:|
अन्त्यं मध्यं परार्ध: च, दश वृद्ध्या यथा क्रमम्||
 
This verse explains the order of 
numbers. For example, 

One, ten, hundred, thousand and 
ayut!

Lakh, Niyut and Koti i.e. crores.

Similarly, this figure goes up to the 
Shankha, Padma and Sagar. One 

A similar thought was also 
expressed to me by various 
students in their messages. At 
that moment, I decided to discuss 
mathematics in this ‘Mann Ki 
Baat’. Friends, Mathematics is 
such a subject that we all Indians 
should be most comfortable with. 
As in the entire world, Indians 
have contributed maximum to 
the research and contribution 
in the field of mathematics. You 
must have also heard about 
the discovery of zero and its 
importance. Often, you must 
have heard that if zero would 
not have been invented, then 
perhaps we would not have seen 
such scientific development 
in the world. From Calculus to 
Computers - all these scientific 
inventions are based on Zero. 
Indian Mathematicians and 
scholars have even written that –

यत किंचित वस्तु तत सर्वं,  
गणितेन बिना नहि !

That is, whatever exists in this 
entire universe, all of it is based 
on mathematics. If you recall 
your learning of science, you will 
understand its meaning. Every 
principle of science is expressed 
using a mathematical formula. 
Be it Newton’s laws, Einstein’s 
famous equation, the entire 
science related to the universe is 
mathematics. Now, scientists also 
discuss the ‘Theory of Everything’, 
meaning, a single formula which 
can express all things in the 
universe. Our sages have always 
imagined such an expansion of Aryabhatta : Inventor of 'Zero'

Shri Bharati Krishna Tirtha Ji Maharaj
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mother brought me a book called 
Vedic Mathematics. Written by 
Swami Shri Bharati Krishna Tirtha 
Ji Maharaj, the book contained 
his 16 sutras which made the 
calculation very easy and fast. 
When I read that, the book inspired 
me and aroused my interest in 
Mathematics. I realised that this 
subject, which is a gift of India, 
our heritage, can be introduced 
to different parts of the world. 
Therefore, I made it a mission 
to spread Vedic Mathematics 
to every nook and corner of the 
world, because mathematics 
scares everyone. And what can be 
easier than Vedic Mathematics!

Modi ji - Gaurav ji, for how many 
years have you been working in 
this field?

Gaurav – Sir, I am working on it for 
almost 20 years.

Modi ji - And what all do you do 
to create awareness, how do you 
approach people?

Gaurav - We visit schools and 
provide online education. The 
name of our institution is Vedic 
Maths Forum India. Under this, 
we teach Vedic Maths round the 
clock through the internet, Sir!

Modi ji - Gaurav ji, you know that 

I like to interact with children 
and I keep looking for such 
opportunities. In a way, I have 
institutionalized ‘Exam Warriors’ 
and it is my experience that 
most children are scared of 
maths. And so, my effort is to 
change this atmosphere of fear 
around mathematics, which 
is created without any reason. 
This fear should be removed 
with the help of small traditional 
Indian techniques which are not 
new to India. Perhaps, among 
the global ancient traditions of 
the world, India has tradition of 
mathematics. So, what would you 
advise to the exam warriors, how 
should they dispel this fear?

Gaurav - Sir, it is most useful 
for students, as fear of exam 
has become an issue in every 
household. Students take tuitions 
for exams; parents and teachers 
get worried. So, Vedic maths 
can help overcome all of this. 
Vedic maths is 1500% faster 
than general mathematics, and 
it brings confidence among 
students and sharpens their 
minds. We have also introduced 
Yoga with Vedic Maths. With this, 
students can calculate even with 
their closed eyes by using the 
method of Vedic mathematics.

Modi ji – The tradition of 
meditation also has mathematics 
as a primary course.

Gaurav - Right Sir!

Modi ji - Well Gaurav ji, it is nice 
to know that you are working in 

mission mode and especially 
your mother, who showed you this 
path as a good guru. And today 
you are taking lakhs of students 
towards the same path. My best 
wishes to you!

Gaurav - Thank you sir! I am 
obliged that you gave importance 
to Vedic maths and spoke to me 
sir! We are very thankful.

Modi ji - Thank you very much. 
Namaskar.

Gaurav - Namaste sir.

Friends, Gaurav ji has very well 
explained to us how Vedic maths 
can transform mathematics from 
complex to interesting. Not only 
this, you can also solve difficult 
scientific problems with Vedic 
mathematics. I wish that all 
parents encourage their children 
to learn Vedic maths. This will not 
only enhance their confidence, 
but also increase the analytical 
power of their brain. And it will help 
children overcome whatever fear 
they have of Mathematics.

My dear countrymen, in today’s 
‘Mann Ki Baat’, we discussed 

various informative subjects 
from museum to maths. It is 
through your suggestions that 
these subjects become part of 
‘Mann Ki Baat’. Please continue 
sending me your suggestions in 
future also through NaMo App 
and MyGov. In the coming days, 
we will celebrate the festival of 
Eid in the country. Akshaya Tritiya 
and the birth anniversary of 
Bhagwan Parashuram will also be 
celebrated on 3rd May. A few days 
later, festival of Vaishakh Budh 
Purnima will also come. All these 
festivals symbolize restraint, 
purity, charity and harmony. 
I wish you all in advance for 
these festivals. Celebrate these 
festivals with cheerfulness and 
harmony. Amidst this, you also 
have to stay alert of Corona. 
Wearing a mask, washing 
hands at regular intervals, and 
other necessary measures for 
prevention must be adhered to. 
We will meet again next time for 
‘Mann Ki Baat’ and discuss on 
more new topics sent by you - till 
then let’s bid goodbye.

Thank you very much! Namaskar.
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प्रियदर्शन इतिहास कंठ में,  
आज ध्वनित हो काव्य बने।

वर्तमान की चित्रपटी पर, 
भूतकाल सम्भाव्य बने।

These lines written by the famous 
poet Shri Ramdhari Singh 
Dinkar, about the significance of 
glorious history and the present 
of a country in building its future, 
were quoted by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi while launching 
the Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya, 
or the Prime Ministers’ Museum, 
in New Delhi on 14th April 2022, 
the birth anniversary of Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar. 

The country is celebrating 75 
years of its Independence as 
Amrit Mahotsav. The objective is to 
ensure involvement of the people 
in recalling the spirit of sacrifice 
and patriotism in the journey 
towards a New India. ‘Azadi Ka 
Amrit Mahotsav’ is turning into a 
‘Janotsav’ with people becoming 
increasingly interested in knowing 
about the freedom fighters who 
fought fervently till their last breath 
for the country’s independence. 
Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya has 
come as a monumental addition 
to this momentum in celebrating 
the post-Independence leaders 

of our nation who contributed 
towards the integrity and 
prosperity of the country. 

The existing museum heritage 
of India consists of nearly 1,000 
museums which are working 
towards conserving collections of 
artefacts and numerous objects 
of artistic, cultural, historical, 
and scientific significance. From 
postage stamps to scientific 
discoveries, from dolls to cinema, 
from mirrors to railways, India’s 
rich heritage is well-recorded and 
is available for public viewing in 
the museums dotted across the 
country. As doorways to remotely 
experience the various episodes 
and periods of history, museums 
enable their visitors to expand 
their horizons. Indeed, they are 
institutions of the present, built 
upon the foundation of the past 
events, holding a torch to the 
future.

Museums promote awareness of 
and appreciation for a nation’s 

rich heritage of art, culture, 
science, technology and its 
overall progress. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi believes that 
museums widen the experience 
of the young generation. 
According to him, museums 
serve as a medium for inquisitive 
minds of the new generation to 
comprehend their history and 

Marvellous Indian Museums
Celebrating National Heritage

          It is a matter of pride for the 
country that the Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav is taking the form of 
a mass movement. People's 
interest in history is increasing 
a lot and in such a situation, the 
PM Museum is also becoming 
a centre of attraction for the 
youth, connecting them with 
the precious heritage of the 
country.

– Prime Minister Narendra Modi
(in his ‘Mann ki Baat’ address)

“It was the Prime Minister’s 
vision that such a place 
could be made where all 
the prime ministers could 
be brought together (under 
one roof), irrespective of 
ideologies and political 
differences. The leaders and 
their ideologies have been 
shown in their truest light, 
which is commendable.”

- Neeraj Shekhar (MP)
Son of Former Prime Minister 

Late Sh. Chandra Shekhar 
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“Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya 
represents the vision of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
to democratize political 
recognition in the country 
by creating a museum 
dedicated to all the prime 
ministers of India, showcasing 
their lives and contributions to 
nation-building.”

– Nripendra Misra
Chairman, Executive Council, 

NMML, New Delhi



learn about the contributions of 
those who came before them. 
“The more our youth knows about 
key occasions of independent 
India, the more relevant will be 
their decisions,” he says. And 
to provide a starting point to 
this journey of knowledge and 
eagerness among the youth, 
the Prime Minister, in his ‘Mann 
Ki Baat’ address, asked a string 
of questions. He also urged 
them to share their answers 
with him through the NaMo 
app or on social media with 
#MuseumQuiz. 

Celebrating the spirit of 
Sabka Prayas, Pradhanmantri 
Sangrahalaya showcases the 
legacy of our prime ministers 
and fulfils the Hon’ble Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s vision 
of honouring the contribution of 
all the prime ministers of India in 
taking the country to its present 
glorious place. The museum 
is an inclusive endeavour to 
sensitise and inspire the younger 
generations about the leadership, 
vision and achievements of the 

The Sangrahalaya is a tribute 
to the leadership provided by 
all prime ministers and their 
collective efforts towards 
nation-building. “It was the 
Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi who came up with the 
idea of such a museum to 
showcase the contributions 
of all the prime ministers.”

-A. Surya Prakash
Vice-Chairman,  

Executive Council
NMML, New Delhi
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#MuseumQuiz
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leaders chosen by the citizens 
of the largest democracy of the 
world. 

As you enter the museum, a 
long gallery displaying all the 
prime ministers of the country, 
with their favourite quotes, 
welcomes the visitors. Adding to 
the appeal is an artistic mobile 
installation of multiple kinetic 
LED lights suspended from the 
ceiling, which form India’s waving 
flag overhead.  Pradhanmantri 
Sangrahalaya has been 
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developed with advanced digital 
infrastructure and cutting-edge 
technology, offering the visitors 
an immersive experience. 

India’s evolution as a democratic 
nation, its diversity and growth 
can rarely be experienced in 
its full fervour, except in places 
where one can witness all of it 
together. Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has always laid stress on 
spreading awareness about the 
correct picture of India’s past and 
present. The present Government 
is making significant efforts 
towards this by bringing back our 
heritage from abroad, celebrating 
places of the glorious past, and 
creating spaces that preserve 
the heritage and the legacy 
of our nation and showcase it 
to the world. Museums like the 
Jallianwala Bagh Memorial, 
Ambedkar National Memorial, 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and 
the Indian National Army, and 
Tribal Freedom Fighters museum 
are some milestones on this path.

As we celebrate ‘Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav’, the need to preserve, 
protect, and propagate our 
cultural heritage, which dates 
back to the dawn of human 
civilization, is instrumental. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi in his 
‘Mann ki Baat’ address urged the 
citizens to mark International 
Museum Day celebrated on 18th 
May by visiting a local museum. 
He also asked the listeners to 
share their experiences on social 
media with #MuseumMemories. 

Prime Minister's 
Clarion Call
“Friends, what can be a 
better time to remember 
the contribution of the prime 
ministers of the country than 
the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav? 
You must be aware that on 
the 18th of May, International 
Museum Day will be 
celebrated all over the world. 
In view of this, I have an idea 
for my young friends. Why 
not visit a local museum with 
your circle of friends during 
the upcoming holidays. Do 
share your experience with 
#MuseumMemories. By 
doing so, you will also awaken 
curiosity about museums in 
the minds of others.”

It is a narrative record of 
how every Prime Minister of 
India since Independence 
has contributed to the 
development of our nation 
over the last 75 years. Built 
on an area of over 15,600 
square metres, the Museum 
represents a seamless blend 
of the old and the new. It can 
accommodate visitors of all 
abilities. 

The design of the Museum 
building is inspired by the story 
of rising India. The logo of the 
Sangrahalaya represents the 
hands of the people of India 
holding the Dharma Chakra, 
symbolising the nation and 
democracy. 

A gamut of 43 galleries, the 
Sangrahalaya weaves an 
immaculate story of how our 
prime ministers navigated 
the nation through various 
challenges and ensured the 
all-round progress of the 
country. The Sangrahalaya has 
employed state-of-the-art 
technology-based interfaces. 
Holograms, Virtual Reality, 
Augmented Reality, multi-
touch, multimedia, interactive 
kiosks, computerised kinetic 
sculptures, smartphone 
applications, interactive 
screens, and experiential 
installations enable the 
exhibition content to become 
highly interactive and 
engaging.

Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya:  
Dedicated to the Prime Ministers of India
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Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya:
Democratizing political 

recognition in the country

As mentioned by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in his ‘Mann 
ki Baat’ of 24th April 2022, the 
Sangrahalaya brings to light 
many facts which are not 
widely known to the public. The 
government mooted the idea 
of setting up Pradhanmantri 
Sangrahalaya in the Teen Murti 
Estate. Solving issues like the 
precise location of the Museum 
and its design so that it blends 
with the heritage environment of 
the campus, the project took off 
with bhumi pujan in October 2018. 

The design of the new building is 
inspired by the story of rising India, 
while the logo of the Sangrahalaya 
represents the hands of the 
people of India holding the 

Nripendra Misra
Chairman, Executive Council, 

NMML, New Delhi

Dharma Chakra symbolizing 
the nation and democracy. The 
design incorporates sustainable 
and energy conservation 
practices. No tree has been felled 
or transplanted. Highest priority 
has been given to environmental 
considerations. 

Information was collected 
through resources/repositories 
with institutions such as Prasar 
Bharti, Doordarshan, Film Division, 
Sansad TV, Ministry of Defence, 
Media Houses   (Indian and 
foreign), Foreign News Agencies, 
Toshakhana of Ministry of External 
Affairs. Archives (private paper 
collections, Collected Works and 
other literary works, important 
correspondence), personal 
effects, gifts & memorabilia 
(felicitations, honours, medals, 
commemorative stamps, coins, 
etc.), speeches of Prime Ministers 
have all been used to depict 
the different aspects of their 
lives in a thematic format. For 
example, Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri 
had taken only a Charkha as 
gift from his wife’s family in his 
wedding. This charkha donated 
by his family has been kept in 
the Sangrahalaya. His post office 
passbook showing his meagre 

savings and his honesty and 
utter simplicity is a part of the 
display. Shri Morarji Desai served 
as Deputy Collector in Gujarat 
for many years before joining 
the freedom struggle under 
the leadership of Gandhiji. Shri 
Charan Singh took deep interest 
in Zamindari abolition. He even 
wrote an important book on the 
subject which is on display in the 
Sangrahalaya. Similarly, it is not 
widely known that Shri Chandra 
Shekhar sought to organise the 
political space with a marathon 
walk from Kanyakumari to 
Delhi called the - ‘Bharat Yatra’. 
Between 6th January and 
25th June, 1983 Shri Chandra 
Shekhar walked a distance of 
approximately 4,260 km.

As said by Hon’ble Prime Minister 
in his inaugural speech, the 
Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya 
is a fitting tribute to every 
Prime Minister of India since 
Independence. The last 75 years 
are a history of collective effort and 
powerful evidence of the creative 
success of India’s democracy. 
Most of our prime ministers came 
from very ordinary backgrounds, 
for the gates of democracy were 
equally open to all. Each one of 
our prime ministers contributed 
to the journey of development, 
social harmony and economic 
empowerment since 
Independence. The Sangrahalaya 
tells the story of how our Prime 
Ministers navigated the nation 

through various challenges and 
ensured the all-round progress 
of the country. Within this story 
is a message for the younger 
generation: there are greater 
horizons to conquer as we 
transform India into New India. 
The Sangrahalaya will serve as 
a great source of inspiration 
for all sections of the society, 
especially for the youth on 
whose shoulders the burden of 
future will predominantly fall. The 
Sangrahalaya is, therefore, a link 
between the past and the future.

The Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya 
represents the vision of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi to 
democratize political recognition in 
the country by creating a museum 
dedicated to all the prime ministers 
of India, showcasing their lives and 
contributions to nation-building. 



Neeraj Shekhar (MP)
Son of Former Prime Minister 

Late Sh. Chandra Shekhar 

documents for the Museum. Such 
documents, like handwritten letters, 
while lying in houses of respective 
prime ministers’ families, cannot be 
preserved for long. And that is where 
a museum like this comes into play, 
where such crucial documents are 
not just exhibited but are also being 
scientifically preserved.

Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya is 
of international standards with all 
the new technologies. Through the 
experiential features installed in 
the Museum, one can get a picture 
clicked with their favourite leader 
or walk with them in Augmented 
Reality (AR).

I don’t think I ever imagined 
that after my father’s demise, 
a museum will be built in Delhi 
where people will be able to know 
about their former Prime Minister. 
Especially his padayatra that he 
took from Kanyakumari to Delhi, 
which has been showcased very 
well in the Museum. I will always 
be indebted to the Prime Minister 
Sh. Narendra Modi for this."

Scan this QR code to know MP 
Neeraj Shekhar's views on the 
PM Museum

"My family and I are elated to see 
that such a Museum has come 
up in the country. Through this 
Museum, the new generation, the 
youth will be able to know and 
understand how all our prime 
ministers, from Pt. Jawaharlal 
Nehru to Prime Minister  
Sh. Narendra Modi, have worked for 
the development of the country. 
They will get to know about prime 
ministers’ lives, not just during their 
respective tenures but before that 
as well—what all they did, which 
ideologies they followed.

I have donated my father's (Late 
Sh. Chandra Shekhar) personal 
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major decisions taken by them, 
and the challenges that they 
faced during their tenures.

The second principle was that 
while building PMS, one must 
shake off  “Kalpana Daaridriya” 
(poverty of imagination) which 
has stymied many ideas in the 
past. In other words, one must 

feel free to experiment with new 
ideas and innovations and not be 
inhibited in any way.  

The third, but very important 
principle was “balance”. Shri 
Modi said it was very important 
to ensure balance in assessing 
the events during the tenure of 
each Prime Minister. Members 

on 14th April is a tribute to the 
leadership provided by all prime 
ministers and their collective 
efforts towards nation-building.

In a sense, given its vision and 
content, the museum has in one 
stroke ended the era of exclusivity 
and brought in more democratic 
idea of inclusivity, by which, 
there is proper and adequate 
acknowledgement of the 
contribution of all prime ministers 
since 1947.  

As regards the Sangrahalaya, a 
few things must be said upfront. 
First, it was the Prime Minister  
Shri Modi who came up with 
the idea of such a museum to 
showcase the contributions of all 
the prime ministers. Further, as 
President of the Nehru Memorial 
Museum and Library Society, the 
Prime Minister had a couple of 
interactions with members of 
the Executive Council of NMML, 
which was entrusted with the 
execution of this project, and his 
suggestions of the content of 
the museum. These interactions 
provided the guiding principles 
for building this museum. The 
first was that all prime ministers 
should get the attention due to 
them, based on the policies and 
programmes they initiated, the 

Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya 
– The Guiding Principles

The Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi spoke about the interesting 
content in various galleries of the 
Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya 
(PMS) in the April edition of 
his ‘Mann ki Baat’ and advised 
people to visit this museum to 
get to know more about the 
prime ministers of the country. 
The Prime Minister’s appreciation 
of the museum is certain to 
generate huge public interest in 
this institution, which is one of the 
most modern museums in India, 
housed in an iconic building in the 
Teen Murti complex in New Delhi.   

The Sangrahalaya, which was 
inaugurated by the Prime Minister 

A. Surya Prakash
Vice-Chairman, Executive 
Council, NMML, New Delhi
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“Ever since the Prime Minister had 
mentioned the Pradhanmantri 
Sangrahalaya in 'Mann ki Baat', 
I was quite eager to visit the 
museum. My heart feels full 
(seeing all the exhibits here).”

– Dr. Kartik Batra
(Gujarat)

“I got to know so much about 
post-Independence India, our 
leaders, and what all political 
developments took place 
right after our country gained 
independence till the present 
times. The use of technology is 
also great here (in the museum).”

– Jyotiraditya
(Jharkhand)

“Right from our first Prime Minister, 
Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru to our present 
Prime Minister Sh. Narendra Modi, 
the Museum has information on all 
our leaders and their contribution, 
and their glorious history dedicated 
to the country.”

– Umakant Leelakar
(Maharashtra)

“I found (the museum) very 
informative. I think, in India, I 
have experienced something like 
this for the first time.”

– Veena
(Karnataka)

“By bringing all our prime ministers 
under one roof, our Hon’ble Prime 
Minister has sent a great message 
to the entire country.”

– Kishan Lal Bhandula
(Delhi)

PM Museum: Through the Eyes of Visitors

To know more about the PM 
Museum through the eyes 

of visitors, scan QR code 

of the Executive Council and 
the Content Review Committee, 
which was set up by the 
Chairman of the Executive 
Council, Mr. Nripendra Misra, 
remained constantly focussed on 
the need to be fair and objective 
while finalising the scripts for 
the videos and the texts for the 
touch screen presentations 
in each gallery. This exercise, 
which meant several revisions 
of the initial drafts, has been 
worth it, going by the response 
of discerning viewers who have 
visited the Museum thus far.

The Museum showcases India’s 
development since 1947 in every 
field of human endeavour and 
tells the story of the arduous 
efforts to achieve progress. 
While there is so much yet to 
do, there is reason to be happy 
at the progress made despite 
humongous problems including 
the wars, thrust upon us by two 
of our neighbours.

The Prime Minister said while 
inaugurating the Museum that 
there is as much of the future 
as there is of the past in the 
Museum. He was referring not 
only to the multi-touch, multi-
screen experience in each 
gallery, but also to the Anubhuti 
section of the Museum which 
is state-of-the-art and highly 
engrossing with holograms, 
virtual reality, and augmented 
reality. This is one place where a 
visitor can get a selfie with any 

one of the 15 prime ministers 
of the country, or a video of a 
stroll with the PM. There is also 
a virtual helicopter which  takes  
visitors atop the highest bridges 
and tunnels built in the country 
and other major technological 
advances like solar parks  and 
the futuristic cities planned in the 
country. In a sense, it will leave 
the viewer spellbound.  This 
section of the museum, apart 
from the galleries, provides proof 
that Shri Modi’s advice on the 
need to rid ourselves of ‘poverty 
of imagination’ has been taken 
seriously.   

The difference between this 
museum and the others is as 
follows:

In our younger days, our parents 
or school teachers would take 
us to visit museums. We would 
soon get disinterested and just 
drag our feet and go along with 
the rest of the crowd from gallery 
to gallery. The Pradhanmantri 
Sangrahalaya is not only 
different but dramatically 
different. If children and youth 
enter the museum, it is unlikely 
that they would lose interest. On 
the other hand, PMS will keep 
them engaged for hours and in 
all probability, those escorting 
them will have to drag them out.      

So, on your next visit to 
Delhi, please ensure that the 
Sangrahalaya is on top of your 
itinerary.
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Nations that celebrate together 
bond together and therefore the 
role of festivals in acting as a glue 
that binds the country cannot be 
missed. National festivals such as 
Independence Day and Republic 
Day play a huge role in reminding 
us of the travails, struggles and 
sacrifices that our forefathers 
had to undergo to overthrow 
British colonialism and forge a 
new paradigm of governance. 
Our independence is a festival of 

AZADI KA Amrit MAHOTSAV:  
HOW IT HAS BECOME A MASS MOVEMENT

The spirit of Bharat is expressed 
throughout the year in our 
festivals. Enthusiastic celebrations 
of gods and goddesses, saints 
and prophets, history, culture 
and the advent of new seasons 
occur almost daily throughout 
the country. From harvesting to 
plantation, everyone takes part in 
these colourful festivities and one 
can witness the vitality of India as 
it embraces the traditions of its 
fascinating past. Although most 
Indian festivals are often region 
specific, the message that they 
invariably convey is universal and 
this clearly distinguishes Indian 
festivals from those in the rest of 
the world.

G Kishan Reddy
Minister for Culture, Tourism and 

Development of North Eastern 
Region of India

freedom for us. This freedom was 
not achieved in a single day but 
through generations of sacrifices. 
Rather, it was the culmination of 
many days and many people’s 
efforts. 

In this regard, on 12th March 
2021, on the occasion of the 91st 
anniversary of the Dandi Salt 
Satyagraha, our Hon’ble Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi 
launched the Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav. 

This Mahotsav celebrates key 
events and milestones of our 
history and recognises the 
progress made by our great 
nation across different sectors. 
It commemorates 75 glorious 

years of progressive India and its 
rich history, diverse population, 
magnificent culture and great 
achievements. The Hon’ble 
Prime Minister inaugurated this 
Mahotsav to bring the people 
of our country together from 
every corner, every commune 
to remember the immense 
centuries-long struggles that led 
to our freedom. 

Unlike previous commemorations, 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahostav follows a 
Whole of Government approach 
that involves every Ministry of 
the Government of India, every 
State and Union Territory. In the 
spirit of cooperative federalism, 
the Ministry of Culture along 
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with all other ministries and 
with the contributions from the 
States and Union Territories has 
transformed this Mahotsav into a 
movement. The incredible efforts 
and participation of the people, 
Government, Ministries, NGOs, 
corporates, spiritual organisations, 
and the youth are responsible for 
the tremendous traction and the 
outreach that has been achieved 
so far. This Jan Bhagidari Mahotsav 
has not only inculcated a sense 
of responsibility, patriotism, and 
dedication amongst the people 
of our country but has also made 
them more aware about the 
contributions and sacrifices made 
by the children of Maa Bharti over 
generations. Despite the COVID-19 
pandemic, this campaign has 
leveraged technology and social 
media extensively to increase 
outreach and ensure maximum 
people participation.  

Recently, the Mahotsav 
concluded the first year of the 
two-and-a-half-year long 
commemoration of our 75th 
anniversary. During this year, we 
have honoured heroes- both 
known and lesser known, reached 
out to their families to record 
their stories and understood 
how best to pay our homage 
to them. From our districts, we 
collected stories of their heritage 
and learned more about their 
respective connections to the 
country’s freedom struggle. We 
have unearthed literature by 
Indian poets and writers that 
were banned by the British as 
these writings were considered 
'dangerous' to the 'security' of 
their rule in India. To ignite a sense 
of pride in singing our National 
Anthem, we involved the ‘aam 
janta’ of the country by inviting 
them to sing the Rashtra Gaan in 

the run up to our Independence 
Day last year. The Republic Day 
2022’s ‘Vande Bharatam – Nritya 
Utsav’ and the Rashtriya Sanskriti 
Mahotsav integrated performing 
arts and patriotism. The trio 
of ‘Unity in Creativity’ contests 
such as Lori (lullaby contests), 
Rangoli making and desh bhakti 
geet awakened the creative 
genius alike, in the young and the 
elderly. By ensuring participation 
from almost every district, these 
contests have sparked dialogues 
among people about their 
appreciation of our varied culture. 

The Prime Ministers‘ Museum 
that was inaugurated on the 
131st Ambedkar Jayanti, honours 
the contribution of every Prime 
Minister who faced the challenges 
of their times and contributed to 
India’s progress. 

We entered the Guinness World 
Record by waving 78,220 flags 

simultaneously. Future events 
such as the global celebrations 
over International Day of Yoga 
showcase India’s ‘virasat’ as a gift 
to the world. The aim of Har Ghar 
Jhanda is to involve every Indian 
in hoisting the Indian tricolour this 
Independence Day and build on 
the momentum from the singing 
of the Rashtra Gaan last year. 

Across the country, one can 
observe a strong sense of 
patriotism with the mere mention 
of Amrit Kaal. The Hon’ble Prime 
Minister has stated that Azadi Ka 
Amrit Mahotsav sets the template 
for a prosperous India in its 100th 
year of independence. The 100th 
year will witness a nation built on 
the foundations of Atmanirbhar 
Bharat, propelled by the youth of 
today. The great Sardar Patel’s 
vision of Ek Bharat, Shreshtha 
Bharat is unfolding right in front of 
our eyes.

Students participating in Post Card writing competition as part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
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THE FUTURE IS CASHLESS
THE RISE OF UPI IN INDIA

A truly cashless economy is both 
intuitive and inevitable. Today, with 
the evolution of technology, the 
world is becoming digital and thus 
in turn moving towards a cashless 
future at a much faster rate. 
India, a country of over a billion 
aspirations, is taking the lead 
through rapid digital revolution 
and successful financial inclusion 
under the leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

A unique flagship programme, 
Digital India, was launched by the 
Government of India, on 1st  July, 
2015 with a vision to transform India 
into a digitally empowered society 
and knowledge economy. The 
programme has been an enabler 
for several important Government 
schemes and programmes, most 
importantly, the financial inclusion 
and a unified payment interface. 
The launch of Unified Payments 
Interface (UPI), was a true game 
changer which introduced the 
benefits of digital payments in 
every part of the country. From 
flourishing businesses to modest 
street vendors across the country, 
UPI is helping everyone with 
payments and transactions. Most 
importantly, it is driving the country 
towards a cashless economy, 
thus immensely contributing 

towards curbing black money and 
increasing the net of direct tax 
payers.

Prior to 2014, a large section of 
society had very limited access 
to formal banking services. Shri 
Narendra Modi, soon after taking 
the oath as the Prime Minister of 
India, took a resolve to provide 
bank accounts to financially 
excluded people and reduce 
poverty; and thus came into being 
the mega programme i.e. Pradhan 
Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana (PMJDY), 
a national Mission for Financial 
Inclusion launched in August 
2014, deemed to ensure access to 
financial services namely banking, 
savings and deposit accounts, 
remittance, credit, insurance and 
pension in an affordable manner.

Jan Dhan accounts together with 
Aadhaar and Mobile became a 
game changer in not just  weeding 
out leakages in the system, but 
also prepared the country for 
becoming a cashless economy. 
A prime example of good 

governance, this played a key 
role in eliminating intermediaries, 
transferring the benefits and 
subsidies of various social welfare 
programmes directly to the last 
mile beneficiaries, ensuring access 
to banking for all households in 
the country, reducing corruption, 
and more. It opened a door full of 
possibilities.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
launched BHIM UPI (Bharat 

Interface for Money 
- Unified Payments 
Interface) App during 
the inauguration of 
the ‘DigiDhan Mela’ 
on 31st December 
2016, and urged the 
people to make 
digital payments a 
habit to transform 
the country into a 
cashless economy. 
The Prime Minister 
during his ‘Mann Ki 

  India is being transformed 
and one such transformation is 
seen in the manner in which our 
fellow citizens are embracing 
digital payments. At present, 
transactions worth about 20 
thousand crore rupees are 
taking place in our country 
every day. Last March, UPI 
transactions reached around Rs 
10 lakh crores.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
(in his ‘Mann Ki Baat’ address)

“On 30th December 2016, 
when he launched the 
BHIM-UPI platform, the 
Prime Minister said that 
BHIM will be the biggest 
wonder of the world. Fast 
forward to April 2022: BHIM-
UPI has 316 banks on the 
platform. It processed 5.5 
billion transactions worth 
9.8 lakh crores proving that 
the Prime Minister’s words 
were prescient.”

– Nandan Nilekani 
Co-founder, Infosys,  

Advisor, NPCI

“It was a moment of shock 
and delight for us to know 
that our small experiment 
('Cashless Day Out') had 
reached our Hon’ble Prime 
Minister and was interesting 
enough to be highlighted in 
his address of ‘Mann Ki Baat’ 
to the nation. Every member 
of our team is filled with 
pride to be recognised for 
the work.”

– Sagarika Shah
Co-host ‘The Fintech Meetup’

35 36



Baat’ address on 24th April 2022 
aptly summed up the rise of the 
cashless economy in today’s 
India, and the convenience that 
comes along with it. He narrated 
the stories of vibrant young people 
of the country who travelled in 
and around the city and to the 
remotest of areas without the 
need to withdraw cash. Two young 
women, Sagarika and Preksha 
experimented by spending 
an entire day in New Delhi 
without transacting in cash. The 
prevalence of Unified Payments 
Interface and QR Codes even at 
small food stalls and among street 
vendors created a very seamless 
experience for the dynamic duo.

Such positive experiences are not 
only limited to metropolitan cities 
but can also be found pan-India. 
Anandita Tripathi from Ghaziabad 
went on a vacation to North East 
India and travelled to Meghalaya 
and Tawang in Arunachal Pradesh 
without cash. A dominant culture 

of the cashless and digital 
economy is evolving throughout 
the country. It is inculcating a habit 
among the citizens to transact 
through UPI. Even for the smallest 
street vendors, the growth of 
digital payment has made it 
easy to serve more and more 
customers. A number of Fintech 
start-ups have mushroomed 
around India that are playing their 
part in improving the cashless 
experience for the Indian citizens.

It is worth noting that digital 
transactions worth Rs 20,000 
crore are now taking place 
every day in the country, which 
is not only increasing facilities 
but also encouraging an 
environment of honesty. In FY 
2020-21, UPI processed over 9 
billion contactless merchant 
transactions with a total value 
of over Rs 6 lakh Crore. UPI has 
helped banks to reduce cash 
requirements on channels like 
ATMs and branches resulting in 
a better customer experience. To 
streamline the foray of UPI into 
international markets, the National 
Payments Corporation of India 

(NPCI) has launched its dedicated 
international subsidiary ‘NPCI 
International’.

The UPI system has created a 
national open standard which has 
been adopted by more than 200 
Indian banks. Its rapid growth has 
time and again demonstrated 
India’s firm resolution and constant 
efforts towards ‘Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat’. Apart from transforming 
the financial landscape of the 
country, this one-of-a-kind 
initiative has transformed the lives 
of people from all walks of life. It 
is now time that we take the next 
step towards transitioning to a 
cashless economy and take the 
vision of the Prime Minister forward 
while contributing to the growing 
India’s economy.

Prime Minister’s 
Clarion Call
“In places where there was 
no good internet facility till a 
few years ago, now there is 
also the facility of payment 
through UPI. Looking at the 
experiences of Sagarika, 
Preksha and Anandita, I 
would also urge you to try 
the experiment of ‘Cashless 
Day Out’, definitely do it. I 
would like you to share any 
experiences related to this 
power of digital payment 
and start-up ecosystem. 
Your experiences can 
become an inspiration to 
many other countrymen.”

“I personally prefer to go 
cashless on most occasions. 
As our PM also asked us 
during his ‘Mann Ki Baat’ 
address to spend a day 
without any cash, I feel that 
it is the way forward.”

– Dilip Verma 
Student, Delhi
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The rise of cashless economy 
driven by India’s robust UPI  

and digital revolution

It is very heartening to know that there 
is a sea change in mindset of people 
in adoption of cashless means of 
payment through digital economy. In 
his 'Mann Ki Baat', Prime Minister talked 
about the ‘cashless day out’ resolve of 
two young girls of Delhi, who decided to 
roam around the city for an entire day 
without doing any cash transaction. 
The spread of cashless transactions 
isn’t just limited to the big cities. In 
the same 'Mann Ki Baat' episode, the 
Prime Minister narrated the experience 

of a lady who 
went to several 
North Eastern 
states with her 
husband. In 
their journey 
spanning several 

Nandan Nilekani 
Co-founder, Infosys,  

Advisor, NPCI

days, they did not feel the need to 
withdraw cash even in most remote 
areas. Both these examples show that 
there has been substantial growth in 
digital transactions in the past few 
years, which is really encouraging for 
the country’s economy.

Soon after Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi was sworn in as the Prime 
Minister, he made his intent to 
introduce and bolster digital payments 
amply clear. In his Independence 
Day speech on the 15th of August 
2014, he announced the Pradhan 
Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana (PMJDY), 
India's national mission for financial 
inclusion to ensure access to financial 
services, namely banking savings 
and deposit accounts, remittance, 
credit, insurance and pension in an 
affordable manner. This gave rise to 
the JAM trinity – a coming together 
of Jan Dhan bank accounts, Aadhaar 
and mobile number – to establish the 
world’s most sophisticated benefits 
transfer infrastructure. From subsidies 
to scholarships and financial aid, the 
JAM trinity has been a scaffolding for 
the most vulnerable among us.

In 2016, PM Modi saw an opportunity 
to steer the country towards digital 
payments. He took keen interest in 
the Unified Payments Interface (UPI), 
which was being developed by the 
National Payments Corporation of 
India (NPCI). UPI is a system that 

powers multiple bank accounts into a 
single mobile application.

The Prime Minister closely monitored 
UPI’s development, and also christened 
it BHIM (Bharat Interface for Money)—a 
fitting tribute to Bhimrao Ambedkar, 
whose work was instrumental in the 
establishment of the RBI, and the 
concept of Finance Commission to 
distribute wealth between the Union 
and State governments.

On 30th December 2016, when he 
launched the BHIM-UPI platform, the 
Prime Minister said, “…BHIM will be the 
biggest wonder of the world.” 

Fast forward to April 2022: BHIM-
UPI has 316 banks on the platform. 
It processed 5.5 billion transactions 
worth 9.8 lakh crores proving that the 
Prime Minister’s words were prescient. 
Leading technology firms including 
Alphabet, Meta, Amazon and Walmart 
have built products/apps that harness 
the BHIM-UPI infrastructure. UPI, as 
a digital payment ecosystem, has 
also gone on to command global 
attention. Google recommended 
that the US Federal Reserve develop 
a similar payments ecosystem for 
digital payments.

The adoption and scaling of UPI 
has been possible because of the 
Government’s commitment to digitize 
money-flows in India. In processing 
the billions of transactions that UPI 
does, it creates trails which can be 
leveraged for other financial services. 
For example, lending – a feature that 
several players in the financial services 
ecosystem are already working on. 

On 2nd August 2021, Prime Minister 
Modi launched e-RUPI, a person-to-
purpose specific digital payment 
solution. It is best understood as a 

cashless and contactless instrument 
for digital payment where a QR code 
or SMS string-based e-voucher is 
delivered to the mobile phones of 
intended beneficiaries of schemes. 
e-RUPI connects the sponsors of the 
services with the beneficiaries and 
service providers in a digital manner, 
without any physical interface. Being 
pre-paid in nature, it assures timely 
payments to the service provider 
without the involvement of any 
intermediary.

The e-RUPI is 
expected to be 
a revolutionary 
initiative in the direction of ensuring a 
leak-proof delivery of welfare services. 
It can also be used for delivering 
services under schemes meant for 
providing drugs and nutritional support 
under ‘Mother and Child’ welfare 
schemes, TB eradication programmes, 
and diagnostics under schemes like 
Ayushman Bharat, PM Jan Arogya 
Yojana, etc. Even the private sector 
can leverage these digital vouchers 
as part of their employee welfare and 
CSR programmes.

These platforms are best understood 
as components of the ‘India Stack’ 
which is the moniker for a set of digital 
public goods that aim to unlock 
the economic primitives of identity, 
data, and payments at population 
scale. India Stack is not limited to 
one country; it can be applied to 
any nation. Having said that, this 
project was conceptualized and first 
implemented in India, where its rapid 
adoption by billions of individuals 
and businesses has helped promote 
financial and social inclusion and 
positioned the country well in the 
Internet Age.



The Duo behind ‘Cashless Day Out’

experimenting with a ‘Cashless 
Day Out’ in Delhi, having zero cash 
in their wallets, which meant they 
could only use digital payments 
for all their purchases.

Their learnings were interesting, 
especially in terms of 
understanding the behavioural 
changes showcased by the 
merchants who did not want to 
go against customer comfort and 
lose a share of profit even though 
they were not very tech-savvy. 
“Also, what’s interesting about 
India’s cashless economy is that 
the small merchants are the key 
drivers of India’s Digital Payment 
adoption, who’re willing to accept 
and adopt Digital transactions,” 
they stated.

Sharing their reactions after 
getting appreciated by the Hon’ble 
Prime Minister, they said, “It was 
surreal to hear our names and us 

Sagrika Shah and Preksha T., 
the women who went for the 
‘Cashless Day Out’, share their 
experiences about the initiative:

Sagrika and Preksha have been 
into the fintech space for the past 
2.5 years, living and experiencing 
the industry growth ground up. 
Their company “The Fintech 
Meetup (TFM)” is the largest 
fintech ecosystem in India. Each 
year they undertake a 14,000 km 
road journey through the lengths 
and breadths of India and meet 
400+ fintech start-ups, all in a 
span of three months.  

At TFM, everyone has been a 
proponent of a cashless economy, 
which was the main reason which 
led to their idea of a ‘Cashless Day 
Out’. It was the first day of Fintech 
Yatra 2021 when they decided to 
feed on their curiosity to explore 
digital payment acceptance by 

Growing popularity of 
Digital Payments

“The fintech revolution today 
has enabled the convenience 
of digital payments to reach 
people residing in remote areas.

While earlier the money used 
to come after 2-3 days in any 
kind of digital transaction, 
today with the use of real-time 
payment methods like UPI and 
IMPS, people are becoming 
more confident using them. 

We (NPCI) envisioned that any 
system built by our engineers 
should be fully secured 
and would keep away the 
involvement of any third or 
international party. Also, RBI 
had brought a very important 
regulation 3-4 years back which 
ensured data-localisation.

One of the reasons why the 
fintech revolution in India has 
been doing so well is also 
because the regulators of 
our country are very forward-
looking, who have allowed 
banks and payment institutions 
to enter the digital payments 
ecosystem. The digital map of 
India has also changed with 
schemes like Pradhan Mantri 
Jan-Dhan Yojana.”

– Nalin Bansal
Fintech Chief, NPCI

being recognised on such a large 
platform. Everyone at TFM is filled 
with pride to be acknowledged for 
the work.”

India being amongst the top 
countries in the digital payment 
space speaks a lot in itself and 
small merchants like the street 
vendors and ones in the local 
markets have been a major 
catalyst in this growth. The 
cashless economy has brought 
greater financial inclusion for 
these merchants which earlier was 
not catered to by the traditional 
institutes. 

“Fintechs are the pillars of this new 
economy. Starting with payment 
products, now almost all fintech 
companies are catering to the 
untapped credit gap. Indian 
fintechs have been at the forefront 
of creating financial inclusion,” 
they opined.

A true digital India would be when 
we all are willing to transact 
digitally. Calling on the attention 
of the citizens, they said that since 
PM Modi has made this appeal of 
‘Cashless Day Out’, we all have to 
come forward and adopt digital 
payments. And for this experiment 
to become a mass movement, 
we would urge the youth to go 
out with zero cash and promote 
a transparent and seamless 
economy. 

To know more about 
Cashless Economy and NPCI, 
scan QR code Sagarika Shah and Preksha T.
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“UPI payment system is an easy 
and secure medium to make 
transactions,” says a student. 
The young users are also 
appreciating the Government’s 
efforts to promote the use of 
UPI payments and the Prime 
Minister’s clarion call to the 
citizens to go cashless.

In line with the Prime Minister’s 
thoughts on how digital payments 
have promoted ease-of-doing 
business without worrying of the 
loose change, the youth today 
feels people should stress more 
on cashless transactions. There is 
no fear of losing physical money.

The students who 
are the frontrunner 
in the cashless 
journey consider 
UPI as safe, secure 
and convenient. 
One such student 
mentions “I 
consider digital 
payment to be an 
easy and secure 
medium to make 
transactions. As I 
am a student, it is 
very convenient 
for me to make 
payments of 
bigger amounts 
digitally and in a 
secure manner.”

The Prime Minister, in his ‘Mann 
ki Baat’ address, said that India 
is transforming into a cashless 
economy. He often has appealed 
to the citizens to make use of 
digital modes of payment. India 
is one of the top countries in 
the digital payment space and 
small merchants like the street 
vendors and local markets have 
been a major catalyst in this 
growth. 

Doordarshan reached out to 
small shopkeepers and roadside 
vendors and customers, 
especially the youth, who showed 
their preference for UPI payments.

Small Shopkeepers and Street Vendors :  
The Force Behind Cashless Revolution

A young employee who migrated 
from a different city shares his 
experience:

“The current scenario in the 
country is such that every small 
food stall and roadside vendor 
has a QR code to receive money. 
I’ll give you an example of what 
happened with me today. I 
went to a shop and at the time 
of paying, I realised that the 
hundred rupee note that I had 
was torn. The shopkeeper then 
asked me to pay online via UPI 
and I was shocked to know that 
he too was using UPI as he owned 
a Nimboo Paani stall.”

“The benefit of UPI is that 
every customer can now send 
money directly to my account. 
Sometimes, when a customer 

does not have  
phone internet, I 
also give my wifi 
access to him/
her to make the 
t r a n s a c t i o n s 
digitally,” says a 
fruit juice seller.

The cashless 
economy has 
brought greater 
financial inclusion 
for these merchants 
which earlier was 
not catered by the 
traditional methods.  
“One benefit that I 
have got from UPI is 
that my customer 
base is increasing. 

Most of my customers today 
are the ones who prefer to pay 
digitally, without any loose 
change hassle,” says a fruit and 
vegetable seller on how digital 
payment helped him grow his 
business.

Most of the people believe that 
due to UPI, money directly goes 
into their accounts which is not 
only safe but also facilitates 
savings. “It is very convenient 
as the money is directly 
transferred to my account 
without any hassle,” says a 
vegetable vendor. 

Scan this QR code to know 
how street vendors and small 
shopkeepers are the force 
behind a cashless future
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SABKA SAATH, SABKA VIKAS, 
SABKA VISHWAS 

LEVERAGING TECHNOLOGY FOR  
DIVYANGJAN FOR AN INCLUSIVE NEW INDIA

In his ‘Mann Ki Baat’ address 
in 2015, Hon’ble Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi had shared the 
inspiring story of Dilip Chauhan, 
from Ahmedabad, Gujarat, 
who was a visually challenged 
teacher and how he celebrated 
‘Accessible India Day’ in his school. 
The Prime Minister was so inspired 
by Dilip ji’s story that he started 
thinking about how several 
people lose a limb or a body part 
in an unfortunate accident, while 
some are born with a disability or 
defect. These bright and talented 
people for no fault of their own 
are somehow identified by their 
‘disability’ for the rest of their lives 
and stigmatised in society. Time 
and again the differently abled 
are heckled by derogatory names 
like ‘handicapped’, ‘disabled’ and 
‘viklang’ which have a detrimental 
effect on their psychology. Hence, 
the Prime Minister encouraged 
the common man to use “Divyang 
instead of Viklang'' in the country.

India has seen some extremely 
talented divyangjan who have 
made the country proud. 
Avani Lekhara became the 
first Indian woman in history to 

    At the Tokyo Paralympics, 
we have seen what our Divyang 
brothers and sisters can 
achieve. Just like in sports, in 
arts, academics and many 
other fields, Divyang friends 
are doing wonders, but when 
these friends get the power of 
technology, they achieve even 
greater heights.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
(in his ‘Mann Ki Baat’ address)

“I would like to thank the 
Hon’ble Prime Minister for 
speaking about our work 
in 'Mann Ki Baat'. On behalf 
of thousands of volunteers, 
donors, and innovators; I 
would like to express my 
gratitude to the PM, and 
also tell that we feel more 
responsible now.” 

- Pranav Desai
Founder of ‘Voice of 

Specially Abled People’

“Few days ago, we went to 
Delhi to meet Modi ji. After 
meeting him, Ayush felt a 
strange burst of energy within 
himself and we were all so 
overjoyed. It was wonderful 
to see how the Prime Minister 
was affectionately hugging a 
common person. Ayush got 
immensely inspired by these 
words of Modi ji- a person 
should never lose hope and 
must always keep moving 
forward. If we keep moving 
forward, we will definitely get 
success.”

- Divyang artist Ayush 
Kundal’s mother 

win a Paralympic Gold medal 
in shooting at Tokyo 2020 
Paralympics, for which she 
recently received the Padma Shri 
award. Rajasthan’s Sundar Singh 
Gurjar won the Bronze medal at 
Tokyo 2020 Paralympics. Before 
leaving for Tokyo Sundar had said, 
“I have been with Target Olympic 
Podium Scheme (TOPS) since 
2016 and since the beginning, 
both TOPS and Sports Authority 
of India (SAI) have supported me 
a lot and even recently gave me 
financial help to get prosthesis for 
weight running and a javelin that 
helped me a lot with my throws. I 
am really thankful to them for all 
the support they have provided 
me with.” 

Prime Minister Modi in his ‘Mann 
Ki Baat’ address emphasised 
that the untapped talent of 
the differently abled can be 
harnessed by leveraging 
new age innovations and 

technologies. One can develop 
various affordable assistive tools, 
technologies, and techniques, 
adaptable to the Indian milieu 
for making facilities and services 
inclusive and accessible for the 
differently abled in order to aid 
‘ease of living‘ for them.

Prior to 2014, focussed attention 
was not given to issues related to 
accessibility. Neither was a strong 
legislation put in place with fixed 
timelines, nor was a dedicated 
campaign implemented for 
ensuring accessibility. But after 
taking oath as the Prime Minister 
of the country, Shri Modi resolved 
to change the state of affairs in 
line with his motto of ‘Sabka Saath, 
Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas’. The 
Government of India channelised 
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its resources to provide universal 
accessibility. Several measures 
have been taken to ensure ‘ease 
of living’ of divyangjan such as 
the Accessible India campaign 
(Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan), 
Scheme of Assistance to Disabled 
Persons for Purchase/Fitting 
of Aids and Appliances (ADIP), 
amongst others.

Prime Minister Modi in his ‘Mann 
Ki Baat’ address recognised the 
work of ‘Voice of Specially Abled 
People (VOSAP)’. VOSAP is a 
global advocacy organisation 
with a mission to redefine the idea 
of a disabled person. VOSAP has 

created a global mass movement 
of like-minded people, who have 
taken a publically visible pledge to 
empower Specially Abled People. 
It does this through a multi-
faceted approach to advocacy 
and enablement that includes 
creation of a technology platform 
like their VOSAP mobile app, mass 
awareness drives and inspiring 
grass roots movements. With 
the launch of the 3D VOSAP Art 
Gallery, an innovative beginning 
has been made to take the work 
of Divyang artists to the world. 
Voice of Specially Abled People 
has prepared a digital art gallery 

of paintings of these artists. This is 
the world's first virtual art gallery 
on the theme of Disability. 

Launched on 3rd December 2015, 
the Accessible India Campaign 
i.e. the Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan 
envisages providing features of 
accessibility in the three verticals 
of - Built-up environment, 
Transportation sector, and 
Information & Communication 
Technology ecosystem, for 
creation of a universal barrier-
free environment. To provide full 
legislative cover to the Campaign 
and right to accessibility, the 
Government enacted the Rights 
for Persons with Disabilities 
(RPwD) Act, 2016 which came into 
force from April 2017. On 22nd 
October 2016, PM Modi mentioned 
that “in every infrastructure we 
create, we have to be conscious 
about the requirements of our 
Divyang sisters and brothers.”

In the Information and 
Communications Technology 
ecosystem, several measures 
have been taken such as 
promotion of accessibility on 
websites, public documents, 
media content on TV and training 
of sign language interpreters. 
588 State/UT Government and 
95 Central Government websites 
have been made accessible. 
In line with the vision of Hon’ble 
Prime Minister to convert 
the campaign into a mass 
movement and for Jan Bhagidari, 
the Sugamya Bharat App - an 
‘Anyone-Anywhere-Anytime’ 
application to raise issues related 
to accessibility, was launched on 
2nd March 2021. The Unique ID for 
Persons with Disabilities (UDID) 
project is being implemented 
with a view of creating a National 
Database for PwDs, and to issue a 
Unique Disability Identity Card to 
each person with disabilities. 
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In his ‘Mann Ki Baat‘ address 
on 24th April 2022, the Prime 
Minister mentioned “how the 
power of technology can change 
the lives of common people 
and also how the extraordinary 
capabilities, skills of divyangjan 
are harnessed with technology 
to benefit the entire nation and 
the world.” The National Trust has 
already established a National 
Resource Centre for display 
of available assistive devices 
called ‘Sambhav’ at ‘Action 
for Ability Development and 

Inclusion’ (AADI) to demonstrate 
the possibility of independent 
or assisted living for persons 
with developmental disabilities 
through the use of aids and 
assistive devices and innovative 
technologies.

To make things truly ‘Sugamya’ 
- we need innovation, we need 
technology, we need systems 
and we also need empathy from 
people. The Government of India 
has taken several initiatives for 
divyangjan and several are in 
the pipeline. With the strong 
leadership of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi and his firm 
resolve of ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka 
Vikas, Sabka Vishwas,’ not just the 
Government but citizens from all 
walks of life are coming forward, 
innovating and developing 
systems and devices for a more 
accessible society. More will be 
done, more needs to be done—
which is why we all must join in, 
to make it a Jan Andolan for 
divyangjan in the Amrit Kaal!

Prime Minister’s 
Clarion Call
“If you also know a Divyang 
friend, know their talent, 
then with the help of digital 
technology, you can bring 
them to the fore in front 
of the world. Divyang 
friends must also join such 
endeavours!” 

There is hardly any field left 
where technology has not made 
its impact felt. It is not surprising 
how technology is doing wonders 
for the specially abled people. A 
perfect example of this is Voice of 
Specially Abled People (VOSAP), 
a non-profit organisation doing 
tremendous work in the field of 
assistive technology; empowering 
the specially abled people across 
the world and giving them a 
new direction in life. VOSAP 
promotes accessibility, education 
and employment with the help 
of assistive technologies for 
specially abled people to create 
an inclusive 21st century society.

The organisation is promoting 
new opportunities in the field 
of technology. A very unique 

Voice of Specially Abled People: Giving Wings To 
Divyang Artists Through Technology

initiative by VOSAP is its 3D Digital 
Art Gallery, showcasing paintings 
of some exceptionally talented 
Divyang artists from around the 
world. Divyang people are indeed 
full of extraordinary talent, all 
they need is opportunity and a 
better platform. The VOSAP Art 
Gallery is an excellent example of 
how with the help of technology, 
motivated individuals are opening 
new doors of opportunities to their 
Divyang peers. Despite physical 
challenges, these talented artists 
are reaching newer heights.

The praise and acknowledgement 
of the Hon'ble Prime Minister has 
further boosted the organisation’s 
enthusiasm. Sh. Pranav Desai, 
Founder of VOSAP, expressed 
his gratitude on receiving the 

Shri Pranav Desai with the VOSAP team
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appreciation and recognition of 
the PM and urged people to join 
the cause. He further adds, “Our 
objective is to make Divyang 
persons self-reliant through the 
interventions of technology and 
assistive devices.” Sh. Pranav 
discussed how each one of us can 
play a larger role of becoming  a 
champion for this cause and invited 
people to join the movement of 
VOSAP. “If you know any specially 
abled brothers and sisters who 
require any help or assistance in 
the field of education, mobility, 
etc., you can visit our website  
voiceofsap.org and register. We 
have many partner organisations 
in India who will definitely provide 
the devices to the needy ones,” Sh. 
Pranav said. 

The country is making constant 
efforts to make the resources and 
infrastructure accessible to the 
differently abled. Not only is the 
Government working relentlessly 
for the differently abled in every 
field but organisations like Voice 
of Specially Abled People are 
also engaged in providing better 
platforms and making them self-
reliant, so that when the country 
moves ahead, the specially 
abled friends also walk along 
with the rest.

Time and again, we hear 
fascinating stories of exceptional 
and spirited Divyang people 
who overcame their physical 
challenges and proved their 
mettle through their talent, 
will and determination. Such 
is the story of Ayush Kundal, a 
specially abled foot artist from 
Madhya Pradesh who is now an 
inspiration to lakhs of people. 
Ayush is suffering from Cerebral 
Palsy, due to which he faces 
difficulties in his daily activities. 
However, no difficulty was 
big enough to stop him from 

Ayush Kundal- Painting A Better Future

following his passion of drawing 
and painting.

A major breakthrough for him 
was participation in a global art 
contest organised by ‘Voice of 
Specially Abled People’ NGO. Upon 
encouragement from one of the 
NGO’s volunteers, Ayush not only 
participated but won the first prize, 
including cash prize worth Rs 18,000. 
This achievement unleashed his 
hidden talent and potential. His 
painting is also a part of the VOSAP 
Digital Art Gallery, world’s first 
virtual art gallery exhibiting artwork 
of Divyang people.

It was Ayush’s optimism, 
dedication and hard work that 
today he is making his mark 
through his art and has gained a 
number of followers, including Sh. 
Narendra Modi and Sh. Amitabh 
Bachchan, who follow him on 
social media. Recently, he met 
Prime Minister Modi who was 
completely captivated by his 
artistic talent and positive spirit. 
The PM mentioned how meeting 
Ayush was an unforgettable 
experience for him and urged 
people to see his paintings.

Ayush’s family has stood by him 
as a strong pillar, especially his 
mother and sister. His mother still 
recalls her experience when she 
accompanied Ayush to meet the 
Prime Minister. She adds, “Ayush 
was really glad to see that our 
country’s Prime Minister was 
hugging a Divyang boy lovingly 
and treating him so nicely. It was 

indeed a very good experience. 
Ayush got inspired by Modi ji's 
words that a person should never 
lose hope and must always keep 
moving forward.” She further 
added that when PM asked how 
he paints, eats food, and how they 
understand what he says, she 
told Modi ji that she understands 
what he wants to say by looking 
at his eyes.

Ayush's family recognises the role 
that the NGO VOSAP played in the 
life of Ayush and thousands of other 
specially abled people. His mother 
and sister are also associated with 
the NGO as volunteers. 

The story of Ayush says a lot about 
the role that the society can play 
in unleashing the true potential 
and talent of Divyangjan. Also, 
it throws light on the fact that 
Divyangjan are extremely 
talented, all they need is the 
opportunity and right platform. 

Ayush Kundal - Divyang Artist
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AMRIT SAROVAR ABHIYAN
A Mission For Conserving Water

Indian summers are almost at 
their peak. With rise in temperature 
and heat wave, the problem of 
water shortage in many parts of 
the country also increases. The 
shortage impacts not just humans 
but animals too. The cause of 
water conservation is very dear to 
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi. 
His vision of ensuring availability of 
clean water to every household in 
the country extends all the way to 
animals and for future generations 
as well. It has become a mantra 
on which the whole government is 
working endlessly.

Recognising the Water 
Warriors of India
As the leader of the Nation, Modi ji 
is not only the prime mover behind 
the Government's efforts towards 
a sustainable future but also 
an inspiration to all the citizens. 
Rohan Kale, Arun Krishnamurthy, 
Muppatam Srinarayan, are a 
few Water Warriors from across 
the country who are leading the 
movement of water conservation. 
The Government of India has been 
extremely appreciative towards 
the water warriors who work at 
the grassroot level on a mission 
to make India a water-abundant 
country. Balbir Singh Seechewal, 
Popatrao Baguji Pawar, Tetsu 

    Friends, at this time in the 
75th year of independence, in 
the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
water conservation is one of the 
resolves with which the country is 
moving forward. During the Amrit 
Mahotsav, 75 Amrit Sarovars will 
be built in every district of the 
country. Every effort related to 
water is related to our tomorrow. 
We will save water drop by drop 
and save every single life.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
(in his 'Mann Ki Baat' address)

“I feel great when I see water 
flowing in the Kosi river. I will 
keep working for the cause of 
water conservation as water 
is life. I want to thank Hon’ble 
Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi for appreciating my 
work and I want to thank the 
Government for honouring 
my hard work with Padma 
Shri.”

– Padma Shri  
Basanti Devi

nakamura, Basanti Devi are some 
water warriors who have been 
felicitated with Padma Awards in 
the past eight years.

One such inspiration, Basanti 
Devi, is an environmentalist and 
a Padma Shri Awardee, and hails 
from Pithoragarh, Uttarakhand. 
Her tireless effort to save Kosi river 
from drying up is an inspiration 
to one and all. To bring Kosi 
river back to life, she raised an 
awareness campaign and turned 
the forest department and women 
of the village into allies who 
supported each other’s efforts in 
reforestation. In the year 2016, she 
was awarded with the highest 
award for women in India, the 'Nari 
Shakti Puruskar.'

A call that inspired a 
billion people
In his 'Mann ki Baat' address of 
March 2022, PM Shri Narendra Modi 
gave a clarion call to the citizens- 
“...at least 75 Amrit Sarovars can 

be made in every district of our 
country in the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav’. Some old lakes can be 
rejuvenated; some new ones can 
be dug. I am sure you will definitely 
make some effort in this direction.” 
This resolve moved many across 
the country and one such 
example is of the citizens of Gram 
Panchayat Patwai of Rampur, 
Uttar Pradesh, who came together 
and transformed an old pond 
into an Amrit Sarovar. This village 
pond which was earlier filled 
with filth and heaps of garbage 
was revamped and rejuvenated 
within just a few weeks with the 
efforts of the Panchayat, locals 
and most importantly, the school 
children. This Amrit Sarovar is 
now beautified with a retaining 
wall, boundary wall, a food court, 
fountains and lights.

The Government of India, under 
the leadership of Shri Narendra 
Modi, is now taking a giant leap 
forward to convert the Amrit 
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Sarovar Abhiyan into a pan India 
movement. On 24th April 2022, the 
Prime Minister launched the Amrit 
Sarovar Abhiyan from Jammu 
& Kashmir. He also laid the 
foundation stone for more than 
2,950 Amrit Sarovars in Assam on 
28th April 2022. It is a moment of 
pride for the entire county that in 
such a short span of time, local 
administration from all across 
India is coming forward along with 

the citizens to actualise the vision 
of the Prime Minister. That day is 
not far when there will be 75 Amrit 
Sarovars in every district of our 
country.

Water Conservation: An 
Ancient Indian Tradition

पानियम् परमम् लोके,  
जीवानाम् जीवनम् समृतम्

Water is the biggest resource, 
and the basis of life for every 
living being. From Vedas to 
Puranas, one can witness that 
our ancestors have always given 
emphasis on water conservation. 
Building ponds, lakes and other 
structures to conserve water 
has been considered as a social 
and spiritual duty of a person. 
Our forefathers built engineering 
marvels even during the ancient 
Indus-Saraswati and Harappan 
civilizations. The interconnected 
system of water sources 
in the ancient cities, water 
reservoir of Dholavira, shows 
that the awareness of water 
conservation was very high even 
during ancient times. Today, 

as we move towards 
advancement, we 
have forgotten these 
ancient marvels. PM 
Shri Narendra Modi 
urged citizens to look 
out for such traditional 
structures of water 
conservation and work 
to transform them into 
Amrit Sarovar.

Prime Minister’s 
Clarion Call
“I would like all of you, and 
especially the youth, to know 
about this campaign and 
also bear responsibility for it. 
If there is any history related 
to the freedom struggle 
in your area, if there is a 
memory of a freedom fighter, 
you can also connect it with 
Amrit Sarovar.”

“Let us take a pledge to 
conserve water and save 
life in the Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav. We will save water 
drop by drop and save every 
single life.”

Communities play the most 
important role in bringing about 
change in the society. When 
communities come together, any 
initiative becomes successful. One 
such example is of the ‘Halma’ 
tradition of Bhil tribe of Madhya 
Pradesh. It is a practice where the 
Bhil community comes together 
and finds solutions to challenges 
such as water conservation 
through mutual discussion. Every 
year, in the month of March, the 
whole of Jhabua district of Madhya 
Pradesh, responds to the call of 
Halma at the hill of Hathipawa, 
and to everyone’s amazement, 
more than 8,000 people turn up 
each year selflessly for mother 
nature. With their efforts, the water 
crisis in the area has reduced 
and the groundwater has started 
increasing. Another noteworthy 
example is of the Maldhari tribe 

“Amrit Sarovar Abhiyan 
started by Hon'ble Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi 
is a very good step. The 
pond in Patwai was in very 
bad condition. It was always 
full of filth and garbage. But 
now, all the garbage has 
been removed from here 
and the pond has been 
beautified. We are happy 
that now people will come 
to see this Amrit Sarovar.”

– Shehnaaz 
Resident, Gram Panchayat, 

Patwai, Rampur (UP)

of Rann of Kutch, Gujarat, which 
uses a tradition of ‘Vridas’ for 
water conservation, under which 
small wells are created and plants 
and trees are planted nearby to 
protect it.

Whether it is the revival of Kosi 
river through the efforts of 
Basanti Devi or the creation of 
Amrit Sarovar in Rampur, Uttar 
Pradesh, whether it is the ‘Halma’ 
or ‘Vridas’ traditions, they all 
prove that motivated individuals 
and vigilant communities drive 
the changes in the society. As 
we celebrate ‘Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav’, let us take a pledge 
to conserve water as every drop 
counts, and make India a water-
abundant country.

Great Bath in Mohenjo-daroStepwell in Dholavira

Bhil youth in traditional Tribal attire
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Where there is water, there is life. 
There will be no life in absence 
of water. The land will be barren, 
and humankind will not survive! 
Water is life.

I started Jal, Jungle, Jameen 
around 17-18 years back. The 
Kosi river was drying up and the 
forests were all cut. One day, I 
found some women on the way 
who were going to cut the forest. 
I asked them, why do you cut the 
trees? They said, “It's not only us 
who cut the trees, everyone in the 
village does it too.”

I said, “If you will support me, I 
will support you. We will make 
an association and save the 
forest.” Soon, everyone came with 
me and we started the process 

Basanti Devi – The One Who Flows Like Water

of reforestation. We went from 
village-to-village to strengthen 
our association. We also walked 
for 15 days, holding the water 
of Mother Kosi in our hands. 
Everyone said, “Mother, till today 
you kept us alive, but from now on 
we will keep you alive.”

Today, there is water in the source 
of the river and in the gush too. 
I feel great when I see water 
flowing in the Kosi river.

When I used to work in balwadi, 
I used to get only 50 Rupees per 
month in which I used to sustain 
my livelihood. But today, the 
Government has honoured me 
with Padma Shri for my work.

I will keep flowing like water and 
serve the water, forever.

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi 
mentioned the Maldhari tribe of 
Gujarat during his recent 'Mann ki 
Baat' address. This nomadic and 
herdsmen tribe of Kutch efficiently 
conserves water using their 
traditional practice of ‘Vridas’, 
where small wells are created 
near the river and plantation is 
done around it for protection. The 
groundwater present in the well 
was used to provide water to the 
animals owned by the tribe. 

However, Kutch region was 
facing water crisis for quite a 
long time which had impacted 
not just the Maldhari tribe but 
also the farmers of the region 
who became totally dependent 
on monsoon for water.

Several efforts are being taken 
by the Government to ensure 
provision of water to these areas. 

Of these, the most important is 
the development of a network of 
canals from Sardar Sarovar Dam 
which now brings water from 
river Narmada to the drought-
prone regions of Gujarat and 
other neighbouring states. The 
Narmada-Kutch Canal has 
brought the blessings of Mother 
Narmada to the homeland of 
Maldhari tribes, i.e. Kutch.

Sh. Vishnu Ahir, a member 
of the Maldhari community, 
talked about how the canal 
has transformed the lives of the 
people of the region. “Earlier, 
Maldharis used to struggle with 
the problem of water scarcity. 
People used to go distances to 
find water. But ever since a canal 
was made in the region, the 
problem has been solved. Now 
we have water which we use very 
judiciously,” he said. Another 
member of the Maldhari tribe, 
Naagji Bhai Rabari mentioned 
that the dams and ponds of the 
region have again flourished with 
water because of the canal. 

The collective efforts of the 
Maldhari tribe, in the form of 
their tradition of ‘Vridas’ and 
the Government’s initiative to 
bring water of Narmada to Kutch 
through the network of canals, 
is helping Kutch move towards 
prosperity.

Prosperity through Cooperation
Unified efforts of the Maldhari tribe and Government initiative  

brought water to drought-hit Kutch

Traditional practice of Vridas
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says Mahesh Yadav, a resident 
of Gram Panchayat of Patwai. 
The pond has been beautified 
with retainer and boundary 
walls, lights, fountains and food 
courts. The visitors can also enjoy 
boating in the Amrit Sarovar.  

After the Prime Minister mentioned 
the pond in his 'Mann Ki Baat' 
address, the local administration 
and the people in Patwai are 
extremely happy. They are 
delighted that their efforts  
are getting recognised at the 
highest level. Rajiv Kumar Rastogi, 
another resident of the Gram 
Panchayat, says, “Earlier people 
used to throw garbage in the pond, 
but ever since our district officer 
Anjanay Kumar Singh started 
to spread awareness around 
Swachhta, people stopped using 
the pond as a dumping ground. 

Then with the help of people 
and Gram Panchayat, today our 
Patwai is getting famous for this 
Amrit Sarovar. The residents of 
the village are very happy that 
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi 
mentioned our Amrit Sarovar  
at national level. We want such 
Amrit Sarovars to be built in 
every part of the country. This 
will not only give employment 
to the people, but it will also help 
in increasing the water level of 
the region.” The Gram Pradhan 
of Patwai, Jamil Ahmed Ansari 
thanked the Prime Minister for 
appreciating their work and said, 
“The newly built Amrit Sarovar 
will attract tourists, not just from 
our village, neighbouring towns, 
but will also attract people from 
different parts of the country, 
which will increase our income.”

Amrit Sarovar of Patwai is one 
of the first in the series of Amrit 
Sarovars to be built in the country. 
The pond, which was earlier 
filled with filth and garbage, 
was renovated, rejuvenated 
and transformed into an Amrit 
Sarovar with the initiative of local 
administration and collective 
efforts of the people.

In 2018, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi started ‘Catch the 
Rain’ Mission. Soon after which, the 
present divisional commissioner, 
Shri Anjanay Kumar Singh 
decided to transform the old 
gram panchayat pond into a 
rejuvenated water body. Back 

Amrit Sarovar of Patwai, Rampur, Uttar Pradesh – 
From Vision to Reality

then, the pond was filled and 
surrounded with filth and dirt and 
there were illegal encroachments 
near the pond.

Soon after the decision of the 
administration, Anandi Ben 
Patel, the Governor of UP, laid the 
foundation stone for the project 
on 17th February, 2020. The locals 
from the area, including the 
school students, joined in and 
started contributing towards the 
whole transformation drive. “The 
pond that has been transformed 
to Amrit Sarovar was earlier filled 
with garbage. Now, the Sarovar 
will attract tourists and it will 
benefit our Gram Panchayat,” 

59 60



Simplifying MATHEMATICS
– The Ancient Indian Way

India is a land of rich history, 
heritage, cultures, and traditions. 
It is also the nation with the 
largest youth population in the 
world. That being so, it becomes 
our sole responsibility to invoke 
love for the Indian heritage and 
impart the teaching of the unique 
Indian history to the younger 
generations, channeling the Yuva 
Shakti who are the future of the 
country; the hope of a brighter, 
New India.

With school examinations in the 
offing, Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi, in his 'Mann Ki 
Baat' address brought to light one 
such subject of education that 
resonates with the youth the most 
— the subject of Mathematics. 
In his latest interaction with 
the students during  ‘Pariksha 
Pe Charcha 2022’, he learned 
that Mathematics as a subject 
is dreaded by many young 
students. To his surprise, young 
students are afraid of maths, a 
subject which Indians should be 
most comfortable with, given 
the tremendous contributions of 
many Indian legends to the world 
of mathematics. There is a need 
to apprise the young generation 
about the rich history of Indian 
Mathematics and introduce them 
to all-things-fun about maths.

Ganit or Mathematics in the Indian 
subcontinent has a rich history 
going back over 3,000 years 
and has thrived for centuries 
before similar advances were 
made in the rest of the world. In 
addition to giving us the concept 
of zero, Indian mathematicians 
made seminal contributions 
to the study of trigonometry, 
algebra, arithmetic, and negative 
numbers, among other areas. 
Perhaps most significantly, the 
decimal system that we still 
employ worldwide today, was first 
seen in India.

From Zero to Infinity
The discovery of zero in India had 
a magnanimous impact world 
over that changed the course 
of history. It is believed that if 
zero was not discovered, then 
perhaps, the world would be 

devoid of the scientific progress 
that we see today. From Calculus 
to Computers – all of these 
scientific inventions are based 
on Zero. The vitality of zero in the 
world of science is also evident in 
its principles. Be it Newton’s laws, 
Einstein’s famous equation, all the 
science related to the universe is 

    The people of India have 
given the most research and 
contribution to the whole world 
regarding mathematics. From 
mathematicians like Aryabhatta 
to  Ramanujan, there have been 
iconic works on many principles 
of mathematics in India. 
Mathematics has never been a 
difficult subject for us Indians, a 
big reason for this is our Vedic 
Mathematics.

-Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
(in his 'Mann Ki Baat' Address)

“I am grateful and thankful to 
the Hon’ble Prime Minister for 
the love, honour, and support 
bestowed in his 'Mann Ki 
Baat!' The entire Vedic Maths 
community in India is elated 
and we strive to make India 
the Maths Capital of the 
World together!”

– Gaurav Tekriwal
Founder President- Vedic 

Maths Forum India

“Through his 'Mann Ki Baat' 
address, the Hon’ble PM 
has rightfully shared the 
importance of Vedic Maths in 
the modern times and I hope 
it will make it easier for the 
students and their parents 
to adopt this change, 
and further enhance their 
mathematical capabilities.”

– Mukul Agarwal
Director, Talent Synergy India
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mathematics. Converging to the 
‘Theory of Everything’, scientists 
are industriously working today 
on devising a single formula that 
can express everything in the 
universe, which would’ve been 
impossible without using zero. It is 
said that our sages have always 
imagined such an expansion of 
scientific understanding with the 
help of mathematics.

Moreover, the evolution and 
concept of infinity was also 

formulated and expressed 
during ancient India in the 
Vedanta Philosophy. In common 
parlance, when we talk about 
numbers, we count as far as we 
can think till millions, billions and 
trillions, but, in Vedas and Indian 
mathematics, this calculation 
goes much further. It is universally 
accepted that the concept of 
infinity and zero are the historic 
contributions of ancient Indian 
mathematicians, which have 
played a very pivotal role in the 
progress of human civilization. 

Modern mathematics today, 
which is growing rapidly like a 
banyan tree, has the concepts 
of infinity and zero, which 
originated in India, in its seed 
form. This leap, made in India, 
indicates the mathematically 
enlightened culture that was 
flourishing in ancient India.

The Legends of Indian 
Mathematics
Hon’ble PM Modi, in his address, 
also shared an account of 
his encounter with the CEO 
of Intel Company, Mr. Pat 
Gelsinger. During the meetup, 
Mr. Gelsinger gifted him a 
painting that depicted “an 
Indian method of calculation 
or measurement through the 
Vamana avatar (fifth of the 
10 incarnations of the Hindu 
god Vishnu)” which was 
indeed a moment of pride for 
him. Further, he elucidated 
an interesting correlation 

between computers 
and mathematics. The 
significant contributions 
of our country’s iconic 
sages like Acharya Pingala, 
are unparalleled in the 
history of Mathematics, 
who postulated the first 
known explanations 
of the binary system. 
Similarly, the contributions 
and works of legendary 
mathematicians like from 
Aryabhatta to Ramanujan, 
which changed the course 
of Indian mathematics is 
worth mentioning.

Vedic Maths: Making 
Maths simple and fun
To help the young 
generation in overcoming 
their Math phobia,  Hon’ble 
PM Modi guided them 
towards the path of Vedic 
Mathematics. He stated 
that Mathematics has 
never been a difficult 
subject for us Indians, on 
account of the ancient 
history of Vedic Maths in 
India. The credit for Vedic 
mathematics in modern 
times goes to Shri Bharati 
Krishna Tirtha Ji Maharaj. 
He revived the ancient 
methods of calculation and 
named it Vedic Mathematics. In 
view of his disciple Manjula Trivedi, 
Honorary General Secretary, Sri 
Vishwa Punarnirmana Sangha, 
Nagpur, “Revered Guruji had 

reconstructed the sixteen 
mathematical formulae from 
the Atharvaveda after assiduous 
research and ‘Tapas’ for about 
eight years in the forests 
surrounding Sringeri”. It only takes 
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an effort that meticulous 
to give the world the gift 
of modern mathematics 
wrapped in the ancient 
Indian ways, such that the 
most difficult calculations 
in one’s mind can be 
solved in the blink of an 
eye.

Addressing the evolution 
of Vedic Maths in the 
modern times benefitting 
the generation of today, 
Hon’ble PM Modi had an 
interesting conversation 
with a Vedic Math 
teacher, Shri Gaurav 
Tekriwal, from Kolkata, 
who has worked with 
great dedication for over 
two decades to take this 
gift of India not only to 
the students in India, but 
to every nook and corner 
of the world.

Another Vedic Math 
expert who deserves 
appreciation for his efforts 
in bringing the world of 
Vedic Maths closer, with 
25+ years of experience 
in training teachers 
and demystifying basic 
mathematics, is Shri 
Mukul Agarwal. Mr. 

Agarwal has done numerous 
Teacher training programmes, 
especially for professional 
institutions and the marine 
industry with the motto that 
a “Student never fails, it is the 
teacher who does.”

The key to facing one's fears is  
to take one small step at a 
time. Given the tremendous 
contributions of many Indian 
legends to the world of 
mathematics, Indians should 
be most comfortable with it. 
The younger generation should 
dive deep into the universe of 
Indian traditional knowledge and 
introduce itself to all-things-fun 
about maths. The Hon’ble Prime 
Minister has shared his resolution, 
now it is the turn of all the 
students to make mathematics 
fun by learning the principles of 
Vedic Mathematics, and taking 
the heritage of India forward.

Prime Minister's 
Clarion Call 
“You can also solve big 
scientific problems with Vedic 
mathematics. I would like all 
parents to teach Vedic maths 
to their children. With this, 
their confidence will not only 
increase; the analytical power 
of their brain will also increase 
and yes, whatever little fear 
some children have about 
Mathematics, that phobia will 
also end completely.”

Mr. Gaurav Tekriwal is a Vedic 
Math expert, working towards 
popularising this ancient 
heritage for over two decades 
now. Through his organisation, 
the Vedic Maths Forum India, 
he has been promoting Vedic 
Mathematics globally since 2000. 
He is disseminating this ancient 
Indian knowledge to students 
around the world through a  
24-hour online facility. 

It was much early on in life when 
he understood that because 
the fear of mathematics haunts 
everyone, students must be 
introduced to Vedic Mathematics 
for a 1500% increase in the ability 
to do calculations than simpler 
maths. 

Since its inception, his forum has 
been conducting workshops, 
talks, and presentations to spread 
the idea of Vedic Mathematics 
based on the works of Swami Shri 
Bharati Krishna Tirtha Ji Maharaj 
and to raise the standards of 
numeracy worldwide. The Vedic 
Maths Forum is on a mission to 
realise the hidden potential of 
a students and develop their 
mental abilities, thus eliminating 
the fear of Mathematics through 
High Speed Vedic Math. He 
has also introduced Yoga with 

Gaurav Tekriwal-  
The Man Who Is Taking 
The Heritage Of Vedic 

Maths Global

Learn about Vedic Mathematics 
from Gaurav Tekriwal.  
Scan QR code
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Vedic Mathematics at his 
organisation, to ease the 
process of calculations for 
students even with their 
eyes closed!

After receiving appreciation 
for his work in Hon'ble 
PM’s 'Mann Ki Baat', Mr. Tekriwal 
thanked his students and their 
parents for their support and love 
through messages and calls and 
affirmed that together they can 
and will crack the fear of Maths 
through the blessings of the 
Ancient Wisdom Heritage - Vedic 
Mathematics.

Extending his gratitude to the 
cornerstone of his journey with 
Vedic Math, he said, “I also want 
to humbly bow down at the lotus 
feet of the Father of Vedic Maths 
- His Holiness Swami Shri Bharati 

Krishna Tirthaji Maharaj 
Jagadguru Shankaracharya 
of Govardhan Math, Puri who 
authored the monumental 
book Vedic Mathematics, 
which is an inspiration.  
I think this is the beginning 

of amazing reforms in the field 
of education and the field of 
Mathematics.”

Through Vedic Maths, we can 
make India - Aatmanirbhar 
(Self-reliant) and advance it into 
becoming the superpower that 
it is! As the Hon’ble PM urges the 
nation to be ‘Vocal for Local’, Mr. 
Tekriwal believes that, through 
the means of Vedic Mathematics, 
the students and teachers of 
India can not only be ‘Vocal for 
Local’ but also make this ancient 
heritage of India truly global!

Mukul Agarwal has 
been teaching Vedic 
Maths for over 20 years 
now. Vedic Maths, in 
his words, is an ancient 
Indian technique 
extracted from the 
Vedas. In 1906, Bharati 
Krishna Tirtha ji Maharaj 
discovered it and wrote 
a book containing 16 
sutras and 13 sub-
sutras of the same.

Vedic Maths is observational 
mathematics and it creates 
interest in children. In Vedic 
Maths, we inculcate the habit of 
critical and analytical thinking. 
The difference between modern 
maths and Vedic Maths is that 
modern maths has one applied 
technique whereas, in Vedic 
Maths, we can have multiple 
techniques. If we teach it at the 
primary level, it will help in coding, 
pattern recognition, and overall 
brain development, he opines. 

He strongly believes that Vedic 
Maths should be part of the 
curriculum from as early as 
1st class. If we remove the fear 
of maths at the early stages, 
children will be able to think 
logically and enjoy mathematics 
while honing the skill of analytical 
thinking and scientific temper. 

“Lately, the awareness of Vedic 
Maths is increasing around the 

globe. During Covid-19, students 
from across the world connected 
with me and learned Vedic Maths. 
A lot of American students directly 
started studying Vedic Maths from 
me. Educators all over the world 
have taken Vedic Maths seriously. 
In the UK, two schools have made 
it a part of their curriculum,” 
shared Mr. Agarwal. 

The Government of India has 
been striving to revive this 
ancient knowledge, more so 
under the leadership of Prime 
Minister Modi who himself has 
been promoting Vedic Maths 
and traditional learning time 
and again through platforms like 
‘Pariksha Pe Charcha’ and ‘Mann 
Ki Baat’. With the New Education 
Policy, the Government of India 
has recognised and emphasised 
the importance of traditional 
knowledge, techniques and 
methods and this will be a game 
changer once it is implemented.

Vedic Maths and its magnanimous importance  
– Mukul Agarwal, Vedic Maths Expert
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