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estuary



South Devon estuaries very popular
as recreational harbours – several 
different seabed types impacted 



Impact is cumulative, just 35 deep water moorings
scour an area of ca. one football pitch 

http://bingwalls.blogspot.co.uk/2010/11/may-15-2010.html

Potential area 
of scour of one 
mooring



• Spring chain – length & weight
• Footprint – block & chain
• Scour – wind, tide & waves
• Habitat & community change
• Seasonal maintenance
• Insurance – tried & tested
• Quirks



Still available @
www.bit.ly/2yf6jGz











Configuration

Sealite Synthetic Mooring Solutions



Salcombe ‘seafront’ – darker areas are seagrass – note scour 



Salcombe Harbour EcoMooring



Rough configuration being tested by Babcock for the holding capacity  



Cawsands Trial 

… Brixham
… even chain moorings may only be as 
reliable as the block, Here an old engine block



Alternative moorings:

Running moorings where geography allows – Salcombe 
foreshore

Simply consists of a block offshore with a pully block, and
connected to the shore by a sinking rope with mooring buoy 
attached



Pontoons held in place by piles (finite footprint) – can offer other 
eco-facilities such as waste management reception – some 
customers prefer – issue of seabed shading not investigated



Pontoons may be appropriate in drying situations too



Footprint impact of the pontoon floats appears to be very limited –
after several weeks of pontoons shown below only diatoms and 
hydrobia snails seemed to be visibly missing from the mudflat 
community laid on by the floats (pers obs).



Site aspiration – to trial buoying off of swimming areas 
over seagrass beds to keep swimmers & snorkelers safe  
and seagrass safe from boat traffic and anchoring scour
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