Email from Anna Phillips on October 13, 2011:
Dear Natalie
 
Thanks for your email, apologies for the delay in reply but I have been in the field for the last 5 weeks with no shower and certainly no internet access!
 
In response to your questions, these sentinel sites are not representative of the treatment population as a whole. They were selected to indicate the impact of treatment in schools with varying prevalence & intensity of both S.H and S.M. It is important to note that 8 schools is not sufficient enough to extrapolate the impact of treatment in the entire country - as since sentinel sites are expensive, we could not increase the number of schools studied at this time.
 
However, we now have increased the number of schools to over 230 sites that we are now following across Niger over 5 years and these (starting this year), when the results are available, will be able to show the impact of treatment on the population as a whole.
 
I hope this answers your question! Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any more questions.
 
Many thanks
Anna
 
Dr Anna Phillips
Schistosomiasis Control Initiative
Imperial College
Dept Infectious Disease Epidemiology

 
In reponse to:

Dr. Phillips and Dr. Garba,
 
We are hoping to get a better understanding of how representative the ecological zones surveyed in the Nigerien impact study by Tohon et al. were of the treatment population as a whole. 
 
The study notes:
 
"Eight villages located in schistosomiasis endemic regions were randomly selected to represent the two main transmission patterns in Niger: six villages located near permanent (Tabalak, Kokorou) or semi-permanent (Kaou, Mozague, Rouafi, and Sabon Birni) ponds and two (Saga Fondo, Sanguile) located along the Niger River. The villages represented the south-western region (Tillabe´ry) and the central-northern region (Tahoua) of the country, with four villages from each region. One village is located in the Sudanian climatic zone and the seven others are in the Sahelian climatic zone."
 
We'd like to know:
·  Of the villages that received treatment, how many villages were:
o located near permanent ponds
o located near semi-permanent ponds
o located along the Niger River
o in other locations
Do you have this information available? If not, do you know who we might ask?
 
Thank you for your help,
 
Natalie Stone
Research Analyst
www.GiveWell.org
