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My Australian adventure started in January wétllay off from university to gm London for an

interview, | wasso nervous and came out of the interwidrying hard not to get my hopes up!

Howevertwo days later | goa phone call in the middle afassfrom ASTO telling miaey were
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A few months later | had graduated and was planning my trip, | decided to fly a few weeks before

the voyages started and travel around Bali with my friend. This came round incredibly quickly then

after three weeks sunbathing and snorkelling it viiaglly time to join the Leeuwigay!

| arrived a few days before the first voyage was due to start
so stayed on the ship and helped out with their
preparations.This was great as it gave me a headstart in
learning abait the ship and its 16(!) saslj tzAifferent to
Challenge Wales, the round the world yacht | had been
sailing on in the UK.

It was so exciting to see the ship for the first time | just
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rigging | was staring up at made me vieus!l was shown

round the ship and met everyone who was on board,

mostly all volunteer crew helping to get the ship ready as it

had just come to the end of ithree-monthrefit. | was

som given a job to ddhelping out a crew member tying on

a sail tothe forecoursethe firstset of horizontal yards on

the mast. | quickly had safetyinduction and before | knew

it I was climbing upas soon as | got up there the nerves

disappeared
and were
replaced by
aweand
excitement. The view of Fremantt&rbour was
awesome and it felt like the perée¢ place to be in the
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most colourful jellyfish | have ever sepaacefully
floating past the ship in the clear water.

| wasreally excited to starsailingsowhen the day othe
first voyage came arounidcould hardly wait to get
started and meet everyondll the other trainees arrived
around 10am and | joined them before we were all
assigned into watches, | was putidlue watch along with
eight others soon tobecomenew friends!
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After playing somgames including
the human knot and ninjas
(unfortunately it turned out | a
terrible ninja!)and learningeach

2 (i K SadiBsve had some
inductions.This included a tour of
the ship and lessons on line/rope
handling and climbingA lot of it
was new to me akhad never sailed
on a square rigger before, so
climbingthe riggingand hauling on
ropesas a teanwere both things |
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After all the introductions and

lessonswe motored out of port

then the sails were set and we were off, yipe®éé sailed North before anchoring for the night

under a beautifulsnset.! & ¢S 6SNB I yOK2NBRZ S@OSNEB2yS KIFIR G2
completing half hourly checks of weather conditions, position and aspects of the ship such as the
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a few hours after dinner it was time to get some sleep beforefff@ E i R & Q& sitwly8 A OA (A S &
movement of the ship from the ocean swell as we were layingur bunks took some getting used

to but before long we were rocked to sleep.

It was up bright and earlgn day 2vhenwe were woken up 16.30 in the usual Leeuwin way of

music played throughout the ship, the first morning it was Abba! The wake umeousually

progressed with louder musicand®if2 dz a G Aff GSNBYyQl 6l 1S SOSNR2YyS
down on the deck until you were!
Morning exercise then followed
(yog&Xthe next day wato betai
chi), then after breakfast it was
time for cleaning statins. Each
watch was assigned a section of
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deck was thenost soughtafter

as it meant you got to take your
shoes and socks off and splash
around!




After the morning routinefinishedwe
began our first daytime watch. The
anchor was pulled up then we climbed
aloft and untied th@ sd thee lower

and upper square saite start

travelling further North up the coast.
Over the course of the day we
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watch would gdo a crew member in
turn to learn about the ships history,
all its different sails and tying knots. It
was great to learn more and start
understanding how the ship sails.

The afternoon consisted of completing a
goal | had set myself at the start of the
g2el ASXOftAYoAy3d (2
mast (33m above deck!). We were told on
the first day that at the very top of the
mast is a plaque with a secret message o
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themselves knows what it says. | was
determined to complete the challenge and =
set off with shakey legs to the top. About
three quarters of the way up the ladder
gets very skinny and you realise just how
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Getting to the top was exhilarating and made a
hundred times better by looking down and seeing
dolphins playing around the ship and swimming
alongside, amazing!



