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My Australian adventure started in January with a day off from university to go to London for an 

interview, I was so nervous and came out of the interview trying hard not to get my hopes up!  

However, two days later I got a phone call in the middle of class from ASTO telling me they were 

ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΧL ǘƘƛƴƪ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ƘŜŀǊŘ Ƴe shrieking when I got the news! 

A few months later I had graduated and was planning my trip, I decided to fly a few weeks before 

the voyages started and travel around Bali with my friend. This came round incredibly quickly then 

after three weeks sunbathing and snorkelling it was finally time to join the Leeuwin-yay! 

 

I arrived a few days before the first voyage was due to start 

so stayed on the ship and helped out with their 

preparations. This was great as it gave me a headstart in 

learning about the ship and its 16(!) sailsΧǉǳƛte different to 

Challenge Wales, the round the world yacht I had been 

sailing on in the UK.  

 

It was so exciting to see the ship for the first time I just 

ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ Ƙƻǿ ōƛƎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŎƭƛƳōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

rigging I was staring up at made me nervous! I was shown 

round the ship and met everyone who was on board, 

mostly all volunteer crew helping to get the ship ready as it 

had just come to the end of its three-month refit. I was 

soon given a job to do: helping out a crew member tying on 

a sail to the forecourse- the first set of horizontal yards on 

the mast. I quickly had a safety induction and before I knew 

it I was climbing up; as soon as I got up there the nerves 

disappeared 

and were 

replaced by 

awe and 

excitement. The view of Fremantle harbour was 

awesome and it felt like the perfect place to be in the 

ǎǳƴǎƘƛƴŜΗ L ŜǾŜƴ ǎŀǿ ǎƻƳŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΧǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ 

most colourful jellyfish I have ever seen peacefully 

floating past the ship in the clear water. 

 

I was really excited to start sailing so when the day of the 

first voyage came around I could hardly wait to get 

started and meet everyone. All the other trainees arrived 

around 10am and I joined them before we were all 

assigned into watches, I was put in blue watch along with 

eight others- soon to become new friends! 



 

After playing some games including 

the human knot and ninjas 

(unfortunately it turned out I a 

terrible ninja!) and learning each 

ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ names we had some 

inductions. This included a tour of 

the ship and lessons on line/rope 

handling and climbing. A lot of it 

was new to me as I had never sailed 

on a square rigger before, so 

climbing the rigging and hauling on 

ropes as a team were both things I 

ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ŘƻƴŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ  

 

After all the introductions and 

lessons, we motored out of port 

then the sails were set and we were off, yipeee! We sailed North before anchoring for the night 

under a beautiful sunset. !ǎ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƴŎƘƻǊŜŘΣ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ΨŀƴŎƘƻǊ ǿŀǘŎƘΩΤ 

completing half hourly checks of weather conditions, position and aspects of the ship such as the 

bilges. We were luckȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǎƻ 

a few hours after dinner it was time to get some sleep before the ƴŜȄǘ ŘŀȅΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ sidways 

movement of the ship from the ocean swell as we were laying in our bunks took some getting used 

to but before long we were rocked to sleep. 

 

It was up bright and early on day 2 when we were woken up at 6.30 in the usual Leeuwin way of 

music played throughout the ship, the first morning it was Abba! The wake up routine usually 

progressed with louder music and if ȅƻǳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŀǿŀƪŜΣ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǘŀƳǇ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ 

down on the deck until you were! 

Morning exercise then followed 

(yogaΧthe next day was to be tai 

chi), then after breakfast it was 

time for cleaning stations. Each 

watch was assigned a section of 

ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀƴ ŜŀŎƘ ŘŀȅΧǘƘŜ 

deck was the most sought after 

as it meant you got to take your 

shoes and socks off and splash 

around!  

 

 



After the morning routine finished we 

began our first daytime watch. The 

anchor was pulled up then we climbed 

aloft and untied then set thee lower 

and upper square sails to start 

travelling further North up the coast. 

Over the course of the day we 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ΨǊƻǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΩΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŜŀŎƘ 

watch would go to a crew member in 

turn to learn about the ships history, 

all its different sails and tying knots. It 

was great to learn more and start 

understanding how the ship sails. 

 

 

 The afternoon consisted of completing a 

goal I had set myself at the start of the 

ǾƻȅŀƎŜΧŎƭƛƳōƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ 

mast (33m above deck!). We were told on 

the first day that at the very top of the 

mast is a plaque with a secret message on, 

no one whƻ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŎƭƛƳōŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘ ƛǘ 

themselves knows what it says. I was 

determined to complete the challenge and 

set off with shakey legs to the top. About 

three quarters of the way up the ladder 

gets very skinny and you realise just how 

ƘƛƎƘ ƛǘ ƛǎΧǘŜǊǊƛŦȅƛƴƎ!  

 

Getting to the top was exhilarating and made a 

hundred times better by looking down and seeing 

dolphins playing around the ship and swimming 

alongside, amazing!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


