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ALIEN CHARADES
Non-native species are those that have become established in the UK outside of 
their normal range. Most don’t cause any problems but some are invasive and prey 
on native wildlife, smother aquaculture beds and damage equipment. Boating is 
one of several ways they can move to different stretches of water which is why it’s 
necessary to ‘Check Clean Dry’ boats and equipment.

1.	 Split your participants into two teams.
2.	 Toss a coin to decide which team goes first.
3.	 Show one team member the factsheet and ask them to select a species to act out 	
	 to their team using no words or sounds.
4.	 They should start by indicating how many words the species is, and then acting 	
	 out each word using the usual rules for charades, e.g. ‘sounds like’, number of 		
	 syllables. 
5.	 If the team guesses correctly they win the point and the turn passes to the other 	
	 team. If the team does not guess the right species, the other team can try to guess 	
	 to win a point.
6.	 The turn then passes to the other team.

Q: What’s the name of the campaign launched in 2010 by Government to remind people of the 
three steps they should take to minimise the spread of aquatic invasive non-native species?
A: Check Clean Dry

Q: What’s the difference between a non-native species and an invasive non-native species?
A: Most non-native species do not cause any problems but some non-native species are invasive 
meaning they prey on native wildlife, damage native ecosystems, clog up waterways restricting 
navigation or block pipes and equipment at water treatment plants.

Q: Which areas on a boat or boating equipment are most susceptible to invasive non-native 
species?
A: On a yacht, motorboat or RIB they are most likely to attach to the hull, anchor or engine. On a 
dinghy or windsurfing board/rig, they are most likely to hide in the tyres of trollies and trailers, in 
wetsuits, footwear and damp sails.

To act out an invasive non-native species – a great way to memorise some of the 
most common species found in the aquatic environment!

Invasive non-native species factsheet.
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