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Racing Rules Guidance

Published by Racing Rules Committee

Comprehensive guidance on a wide range of topics

Rules Disputes
Measurement Protests
Redress

Racing around Waypoints
Scoring

Advertising on boats

And many others .........

Available as an RYA eBook and as a download
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GENERAL GUIDANCE

Advertising

An explanation of who may choose advertising for a boat, sailboard or clothing at
an event; how class rules, rating systems and handicapping systems may vary
advertising rules, and the reservations for advertising by event sponsors.

i i
Questions and answers about the appeals and requests processes; includes the
RYA Appeal Form.
The RYA Appeal Form is also as an at
www.rya.org.uk/go/RR: ls.

Boats with Limited Visibility
Addressed primarily to boats with asymmetric spinnakers, the paper explains the
obligations of such boats and of other boats sailing in the vicinity.

The main changes to the Racing Rules of Sailing that were effective from January
2013,

Outside Help

Emphasises that everyone is required to give help te any person or boat that may
be in danger, and that the recipient of such help does not necessarily break racing
rule 41 which limits the help a boat may receive.

Racing Under the IRPCAS '

Guidance about racing under the International Regulations for Preventing
Collisions at Sea (IRPCAS), the effect of Traffic Separation Schemes on race
management and competitors, and the differences between the racing rules and
the IRPCAS.

Redress
Guidance about what and when redress can and cannot be given.
Small Boat Safety Regulations

Safety regulations for dinghies and small keelboats, including the standard for
trapeze hamesses.

' Produced in conjunction with the RORG

January 2015
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RYA RULES DISPUTES PROCEDURES

Protest Form

For protests and requests for redress, including arbitration under the RYA Rules

Disputes procedures.

Also available as an individual
at www.rya.org

which can be customised to local

Hearing Decision Form

An electronic form for protest committees, and arbitrators under the RYA Rules

Disputes procedures, to record the proceedings and decisions of a hearing
3 of the RYA Protest Form).

W at www.rya.org.uk/go/protests.

Bules Dispules
About the use of thgf¥xoneration penalty, advisory hearings and RYA arbitration.

Frequently questions that arise when advisory hearings or arbitration are

adopted.

Rul utes

Di
A diagrammatic gui the RYA Rules Disputes process.
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Click to go to a document
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Hearing Date: Heard Jointly with Number:

Click to go to a page chooser

RACING RULES GUIDANCE m

BEFORE THE START OF THE HEARING
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Withdrawal - Choosa from list e Quest and Gcision bekow
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Vet prvtis ot gressent
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o
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Interpratar(s) Ast names; bosts rpresanted
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FACTS FOUND State what happened

Diagrarm - Cheose from kst

RULES THAT APPLY AND CONCLUSIONS

DECISION

Choose from st 1han ol appicadds panaties anaior 6chess 9en balow

PROTEST COMMITTEE Chaired by Date and time
Other protest committee members
Wirsten decision - choose from list : iut partes requusting witen decion and dfos Sarsmitod Sedaw

RULES DISPUTES

INTRODUCTION

If an incident on the water in fleet racing is not resolved by a boat taking a penalty (one turn
for touching a mark, two turns for breaking a rule of Part 2 of the Racing Rules of Sailing,
retiring in other cases), then the normal outcomes are:

= A protest hearing which may result in a disqualification: this appears to have become
less common

A boat retires after finishing: this can happen

Nothing happens, because there is no protest, and no retirement: this has become too
frequent

.

The RYA understands a reluctance to take matters to protest hearings, but no one in the

sport should condone disregard of the rules. The RYA therefore wishes to recommend that

clubs should consider adopting:

(a) an Exoneration Penalty, which is less severe than disqualification, and is available after
racing for many infringements; and

{b) an Advisory Hearing and RYA Arbitration, two alternative ways of resolving disputes.

EXONERATION PENALTY

« The exoneration penalty is a 30% scoring penalty calculated as stated in rule 44.3(c)

{except that the minimum penalty is four places provided that does not result in a score

worse than DNF). However, this can be varied in the sailing instructions according to the

level of the event, number of competitors or size of fleet. For example, a 40% scoring

penalty may be more appropriate at an Open Meeting or a Naticnal Championship

It may be accepted after finishing and before the start of any protest hearing

When it is accepted, a protest committee cannot penalise that boat further over the same

incident

« Once accepted, it cannot be withdrawn even if a protest committee later decides no rule
was broken

« Itis available for breaches of the rules of Part 2 (rules 10-24) and of rule 21, if a penalty
could have been taken for the infringement at the time of the incident.

PUTTING THE EXONERATION PENALTY INTO EFFECT

Adopting the Exoneration Penalty does not need either the Advisory Hearing or RYA
Arbitration to be adopted, but the ion Penalty is an ial part of RYA Arbitration.
It may be decided that making the Exoneration Penalty available for a boat to accept will be
sufficient. However, the use of one or both of the two alternative methods for resolving
disputes is recommended, and can be stated to apply in the notice of race and in the sailing
instructions. They are:

1. AN ADVISORY HEARING

Its purpose is to discuss incidents with an adviser and resolve them promptly in an informal
but positive way, so that competitors understand the rules better. It is available only where
there is no injury, serious damage, related protest or RYA Arbitration.

December 2014 43
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Ry DECISION Protest / Request Number:

Choose hearing type
Event: Race Number:
Hearing Date: Heard Jointly with Number:

RACING RULES GUIDANCE m

BEFORE THE START OF THE HEARING
An excoeration penaity - Choase from List st boat nameshumbers
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Parties baing protasted | sagad 10 have made an improper act
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Hail - Choose from fist
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Click to jump to a page

‘ Thon en TedRE GUeT TRow
PROTEST COMMITTEE Chair Date snd time
Other protest commitiee membes
Wirtten decision - choose from list : ist partes wiitten dociuion and dates Insmitod botaw.

RULES DISPUTES

INTRODUCTION

If an incident on the water in fleet racing is not resolved by a boat taking a penalty {one turn

for touching a mark, two turns for breaking a rule of Part 2 of the Racing Rules of Sailing,

retiring in other cases), then the normal outcomes are:

« A protest hearing which may result in a disqualification: this appears to have become
less common

« A boat retires after finishing: this can happen

« Nothing happens, because there is no protest, and no retirement: this has become too
frequent

The RYA understands a reluctance to take matters to protest hearings, but no one in the

sport should condone disregard of the rules. The RYA therefore wishes to recommend that

clubs should consider adopting:

(a) an Exoneration Penalty, which is less severe than disqualification, and is available after
racing for many infringements; and

(b) an Advisory Hearing and RYA Arbitration, two alternative ways of resolving disputes.

EXONERATION PENALTY

« The exoneration penalty is a 30% scoring penalty calculated as stated in rule 44.3(c)
{except that the minimum penalty is four places provided that does not result in a score
worse than DNF). However, this can be varied in the sailing instructions according to the
level of the event, number of competitors or size of fleet. For example, a 40% scoring
penalty may be more appropriate at an Open Meeting or a National Championship

It may be accepted after finishing and before the start of any protest hearing

When it is accepted, a protest committee cannot penalise that boat further over the same
incident

« Once accepted, it cannot be withdrawn even if a protest committee later decides no rule
was broken

It is available for breaches of the rules of Part 2 {rules 10-24) and of rule 31, if a penalty
could have been taken for the infringement at the time of the incident.

PUTTING THE EXONERATION PENALTY INTO EFFECT

Adopting the Exoneration Penalty does not need either the Advisory Hearing or RYA
Arbitration to be adopted, but the Exoneration Penalty is an essential part of RYA Arbitration.
It may be decided that making the Exoneration Penalty available for a boat to accept will be
sufficient. However, the use of one or both of the two alternative methods for resolving
disputes is recommended, and can be stated to apply in the notice of race and in the sailing
instructions. They are:
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PROTEST FORM - also for arbitration, requests for redress

For race office use only ~ Form issuad hrs mins  protesttme mit by mins
Formreceived  hrs  mins by

Rel

R/

A Sections marked with * are essential, make sure these are completed \

Date of race
Race number

1. EVENT
Organizing Authority

\

2. TYPE OF ACTION

Protest by boat against boat

Prolest by race committee against boat
Protest by protest commitlee against boat

Request for redress by boat of by race commil
Consideration of redress initiated by protest comnfitee

Request by boal or race commillee lo recpen hearil

[ ]
oom|a

Consideration of reopening by protest committee

o

For Protest Committee use

Hearing No:

Heard jointly with No:

Before the start of a hearing, boat

acoepts an exonsration panatty which is avalable for alleged infringement, in race

=
] wiharawal requested by party, signed

[] because exoneration penalty accepted. [ other. [ Witndrawal atowed

| All parties agree to abitration: or [ party

[7] Arbitration is available for protests at the avent and has bean [ requested, or |
| doas not agree. The hearing will be

offared, Arbitrator believes arbitration [/ is [ is not suitable
| artitration |[F] a full protest or redress hearing

Protestis: [ in time ] out of time, hearing is closed [] out of time. but fme limit extended for good reason stated in Facts Found

[ At pantics represented at the hearing: or 1] the tollowing party

come to the hearing: the protest committee decided to proceed with tha haaring. [[1] Arbitrator sands case to protast committes for hearing

was nolitied of the fime and place of the hearing bt did nol|

Parties protesting of requesting / being consiered for redress of reopening represented by,
Parties being protested / alleged to have made an improper act or omission represented by

Objection about interested party

3. TYPE OF HEARING REQUESTED

4. MY DETAILS - | AM THE PROTESTOR, O
Class Sail No and / or Bf

Click to open contents menu

[ opsocunity
forportunity urt finish

Represenled by -

5. THE BOAT(S) | AM PROTESTING (on 7 &0,
Class Sail No. and / or Boat's name *
Represented by Contact telephone
Sail No. and / or Boat's name *

Contact telephone

OR WHICH WE. THE PROTEST COMIMITTEE. ARE CONSIDERING REORESS)

Class
Represented by

6. INFORMING PROTESTEE(S). How did you inform the protestee(s) of your intention to protest?
By hailing No ] Yes [ when? Word(s) used

By displaying a red flag Not required || No [ ves [] when?

By informing in some other way  No ] Yes [1] When, where and how?

7. THE INCIDENT
When and where lhe incident look place *

Protestor’s diagram: One square = one boat length
Show on disgram: « Gurrsnt direction and strength

« Wind direction and strength  + Mark snd dirsetion to rext mark
« Position of bosts before, during snd after incident

Protestor's brief description of the incident *

Ruleis) alleged to have been broken

Namejs) of witness{es)

www.rya.org.uk

|7] Protest or request is vaid, hearing will continue, date of hearing
Wilness{es): (Name, boal number, called by}

Yes No NA  Remarks

[
C]
5]

[T Protest or request invalid, hearing is closed
Interpreter(s)

FACTS FOUND State what happened

Diagram of boat

is [ endorsed by commitice o Committes's own diagram is: [[1] aached [T not required

RULES THAT APPLY AND CONCLUSIONS

DECISION
Protest is [[] dsmissed ] upheld, and in race number boat
which is [11] accested [T not accepted, neoding a ful protest hoaring [T penalized as lollows

is [T disqualified 1] imvited 1o accept the exoneration penalty,|

Redress is [ not given [ given as follows

Request to reopen hearing is [ denied [[]] granted: hearing to be reopaned [ now [ at

PROTEST COMMITTEE Chaired by
Other protest committae members

Written desision requested by [T protestor [T protestee [T requester Date transmiitted

Signed Dale and time

ur Rights, Promoting your Interests




Contents

Advertising

FECT ENDO . | requests for redress and reopening For Protest Committee use Hearing No: Heard jointly with No:
protest time lmit hrs mins | Ref
oy | Before the start of a hearing, boat acoepts an exoneration panalty which is available for alleged infringsment, in race
1] wiaharawal raquested by party, signed [ because exoneration penalty accepted. [ other. [ Withdrawal atowed

fse are completed . - -
P | Arbitration is available for protests at the evant and has been [1] requested, or [ offered. Arbitrator believes arbitration [11]is [ is not suitatie

[1] ANl parties agree to arbitration: or || party doas not agree. Tha hearing will be [1f] arbitration [ I] a full protest or redress hearing

b Protestis: [ in time ] out of time, hearing is closed [] out of time, but time limit extended for good reasan stated in Facts Found

[ AU parties represented at the hearing: or 1] the following party was nolfied of the lime and place of the hearing bt did not

redress by boat or by race commitiee come to the hearing: tha protest commitiae decided to procesd with the haearing. [ Arbitrator sands case to protast committes for haaring

Changes to the Racing Rules {... n of redress initiated by protest committee
at or race committee to reopen hearing
pf reopening by protest committee

Parlles protesling of requesting / being consicered fof redress or reopening represented by
Parties being protested / alleged to have made an improper act o omission represented by

Yes No NA Remarks
1 )

Outside Help Objection about intarestad party

edress hearing

L Lo o

Written protest of request identifies incident &)

4]
—— T protest (if the notics of race and Sls allow} Protest haed ai firs reasonable opportunity o I
) 1G REDRESS OR A REOPENING No hail needed, prolestec informed al first reasonable opportunity ] L]
Racing Under the RPCAS Red Hlag conspicuously displayed at first reasonable opgortunity uréd finish 1] m
e S S 0N FRed flag not needed o |
|7] Protest or request is vaid, hearing will continue, date of hearing 7] Protest or request invalid, hearing is closed
Redress E PROTEST COMMITTEE. ARE GO Witness{es): (Name, boal number, called by} Interpreteris)
el - R FACTS FOUND State what happened
mall Boat Safety Regulations o

8) of your intention to protest?
Word(s) used

Protest Form

ram: One square = one boat length
Kuies Disputes an cisgram - Cunsnt drection snd strength
pdinchonand shringth, . Mack and tivachian fo next mavk Diagram of boat is [ endorsed by commitiee o Committee’s own diagram is: [ attached |1 not required

e —_— - B tlon of bosts befor, during snd fter incident

" 9 RULES THAT APPLY AND CONCLUSIONS
Rules Disputes Questions and

Rules Disputes Poster

Discretionary Penalties

DECISION
Protest is [[] ismissad (7] upheld, and in race number boat is [1] disquatitied I invited 1o accept the exoneration penalty,

Environmental Responsibility a...

which is [11] accepted [T not accepted, needing a ful protest hearing [T penalized as lollows

Redress is [ not given [ given as follows.
Request to reopen hearing is [ denied [ granted: hearing to be reopaned [ now [ at

PROTEST COMMITTEE Chaired by Signed Date and time
Other protest committae members

IRC Rating Protests /

Written decision requested by [T protestor [T protestee [T requester Date transmitied

Measurement Protests

Permitting Use of an Engine
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Misconduct: A Reference for Race Officials

Published by Racing Rules Committee

> ; R/A A comprehensive reference on the handling of
: misconduct

Written by the RYA, used by judges around the
world

Available as a download

www.rya.org.uk Protecting your Rights, Promoting your Interests



Race Management Guide

Published by Race Management Committee

R/A A detailed handbook for Race Officers on the
&I organisation and management of events

A ‘must have’ for all race officers

Race Management
Guide

Available as a download

www.rya.org.uk Protecting your Rights, Promoting your Interests



Other Guidance

Published by RMC and JUC

Championship Results

Gate Marks

Gate Starts

Information for Observers at Hearings

Information to Competitors from the Protest Committee
Judging and Umpiring - Best Practice

Photography at Events

Race Officials code of conduct

Published by the Offshore Racing Group
Offshore Race Organisation

Available as a download
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RYA Casebook for 2013 - 2016

Published by Racing Rules Committee

A comprehensive collection of cases based on
actual appeal decisions

Updated each rules cycle

Available as a download

www.rya.org.uk Protecting your Rights, Promoting your Interests



RYA Rules and Cases for 2013 - 2016

3 RYA Integrates the RRS, the RYA and ISAF Case Books,
_ “ and ISAF Q&As
RaC'”goFfL;'ez -ev-gu Comprehensive Indexing and Cross-Reference
“-l Y Instant access to cases and QAs from rules and vice
-w versa

Text Searching

Actively under development to add more content and
features

Available as an eBook

www.rya.org.uk Protecting your Rights, Promoting your Interests



Racing Rules & Cases
2013-2016

Click to start the App
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INTRODUCTIO!\A

DEFINITIONS
BASIC PRINCIPLES

PART 1 - [1-5] FUNDAMENTAL RULES

ART 2 - [10-24] WHEN BOATS MEET

PART 3 - [25-36] CONDUCT OF A RACE

ART 4 - [40-55] OTHER REQUIREMENTS WHE..
PART 5 - [60-71] PROTESTS, REDRESS, HEARL
PART 6 - [75-81] ENTRY AND QUALIFICATION

APPENDIX A - SCORING
APPENDIX B - WINDSURFING COMPETITION RU.
APPENDIX C - MATCH RACING RULES
APPENDIX D - TEAM RACING RULES
APPENDIX E - RADIO SAILING RACING RULES

(NN AV V2 o =1 = YoV ¥ T a nu—v

55| | || | =2

.IAPPENDIX G - IDENTIFICATION ON SAILS l (
-m
APPENDIX ] - NOTICE OF RACE AND SAILING I..
APPENDIX K - NOTICE OF RACE GUIDE

APPENDIX L - SAILING INSTRUCTIONS GUIDE
APPENDIX M - RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PROTE.
APPENDIX N - INTERNATIONAL JURIES

APPENDIX P - SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR RUL..
APPENDIX R - PROCEDURES FOR APPEALS AN...
Race Signals

RYA Prescriptions
I— RYA Racing Charter

|| 2| 2 | | | e

our Interests



9« X
Rules & Cases 2013 - 2016

NDEX CASES INDEX TEXT SEARCH

18.2 Giving Mark-Room
(a) When boats are overlapped thgoutside boat shall give the inside boat mark-

ronm uinlogg riile 18 2(h) annlifle

INTRODUCTION

DEFINITIONS Click an icon to move backward

BASIC PRINCIPLES

R G SR or forward in the current index

PART 2 - [10-24] WHEN BOATS MEET

7
Preamble to Part 2 overlap begins;
B SECTION A - [10-13] RIGHT OF WAY ; S :
[ ] (2) if she becomes overlapped inside the boat entitled to mark-room, she shall
SECTION B - [14-17] GENERAL LIMITATIO. also give that boat room to sail her proper course while they remain
SECTION C - [18-21] AT MARKS AND OBS. overlapped.
Preamble to Part 2 Section C ! However, if the boat entitled to mark-room passes head to wind or leaves
18 MARK-ROOM the zone, rule 18.2(b) ceases to apply.

18.1 When Rule 18 Applies . .
B Rcom Click to see the cases for a rule

.3 Tacking in the Zone
18.4 Gybing OT O UUITeT DUTT Oy, TTOTIT UTe UTTTe O UV SITgp DT gaTT;, U UutoTuT DUaT TTaS

been unable to give mark-room, she is not required to give it.

=TT TToTT TToTTTn T TOTe T ST YT T o oo TToTT

19 ROOM TO PASS AN OBSTRUCTION
20 ROOM TO TACK AT AN OBSTRUCTIO
21 EXONERATION
SECTION D - [22-24] OTHER RULES
PART 3 - [25-36] CONDUCT OF A RACE
PART 4 - [40-55] OTHER REQUIREMENTS W...
PART 5 - [60-71] PROTESTS, REDRESS, HEA.
PART 6 - [75-81] ENTRY AND QUALIFICATION
PART 7 - [85-91] RACE ORGANIZATION
APPENDIX A - SCORING
APPENDIX B - WINDSURFING COMPETITION ..
APPENDIX C - MATCH RACING RULES
APPENDIX D - TEAM RACING RULES
APPENDIX E - RADIO SAILING RACING RULES

SIS

Expand cases index A

There are 44 cases found for the selection

Protecting i our Interests



9 & =5 X
Rules & Cases 2013 - 2016

INDEX CASES INDEX TEXT SEARCH
< JisaF cases < 1547 Qaas

|54 18 MARK-ROOM
18.1 When Rule 18 Applies
{82 Giving Mark-Room

Expand rules index

There are 44 cases found for the selection
ISAF Case 2 - 18.2(a), 18.2(b)
3 ISAF Case 12 - 18.2(b)
| ISAF Case 15 - 18.2(b), 18.2(c)
ISAF Case 25 - 18.2(b)

18.2 Giving Mark-Room

(a) When boats are overlapped the outside boat shall give the inside boat mark-
room, unless rule 18.2(b) applies.

(b) If boats are overlapped when the first of them reaches the zone, the outside
boat at that moment shall thereafter give the inside boat mark-room. If a boat
is clear ahead when she reaches the zone, the boat clear astern at that moment
shall thereafter give her mark-room.

(c) When a boat is required to give mark-room by rule 18.2(b),

(1) she shall continue to do so even if later an overlap is broken or a new
overlap begins;

(2) if she .becomes overlapped insi.de the boat entitled tq mark-room, g;he shall

O@ i

ISAF Case 63 - 18.2(b), 18.2(c)(2)

[I] 1SAF Case 70 - 18.2(b)

An inside overlapped windward boat that is entitled to
mark-room from the outside boat must keep clear of
the outside boat and, if she is sailing outside of the
mark-room to which she is entitled, she is not
SMaaastacaiins/1c fails to keep clear.

Get full case (

Click to expand/close a case synopsis

(d) If there is reasonable doubt that a boat obtained or broke an overlap in time, it
shall be presumed that she did not.

(e) If a boat obtained an inside overlap from clear astern or by tacking to windward
of the other boat and, from the time the overlap began, the outside boat has

hoan sinahla o aivun M:r’ bho ic nat raouivad o aivun it

| ISAF Case 75 - 18.2(b)
ISAF Case 81 - 18.2(b), 18.2(c)
ISAF Case 95 - 18.2(b)
| ISAF Case 114
ISAF Case 118 - 18.2(b)
1 RYA 1975/6
RYA 1976/2 - 18.2(a), 18.2(b), 18.2(c)
] RYA 1981/3 - 18.2(b), 18.2(c)
RYA 1985/3 - 18.2(b), 18.2(e)
| RYA 1990/6 - 18.2(b)
RYA 1992/9 - 18.2(d)
3 RYA 1996/5 - 18.2(b)
RYA 2002/15 - 18.2(d)
] RYA 2003/1 - 18.2(b), 18.2(c)
7 RYA 2003/5 - 18.2(b), 18.2(c)

Click to show the full case




9 & =5 X
Rules & Cases 2013 - 2016

RULES INDEX CASES INDEX TEXT SEARCH
< JisaF cases < 1547 Qaas

|54 18 MARK-ROOM
18.1 When Rule 18 Applies
2 Giving Mark-Room

Expand rules index

There are 44 cases found for the selection
ISAF Case 2 - 18.2(a), 18.2(b)
3 ISAF Case 12 - 18.2(b)
| ISAF Case 15 - 18.2(b), 18.2(c)
ISAF Case 25 - 18.2(b)
] ISAF Case 59 - 18.2(a), 18.2(b)
] ISAF Case 63 - 18.2(b), 18.2(c)(2)
[I] 1SAF Case 70 - 18.2(b)

An inside overlapped windward boat that is entitled to
mark-room from the outside boat must keep clear of
the outside boat and, if she is sailing outside of the
mark-room to which she is entitled, she is not
exonerated if she fails to keep clear.

Get full case
| ISAF Case 75 - 18.2(b)
ISAF Case 81 - 18.2(b), 18.2(c)
ISAF Case 95 - 18.2(b)
| ISAF Case 114
ISAF Case 118 - 18.2(b)
RYA 1975/6
RYA 1976/2 - 18.2(a), 18.2(b), 18.2(c)
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ISAF Case 70

Definitions. Mark-Room

Rull

~ Click to expand/close

An ins| th e Cases S u b m e n u bm from the outside boat

must keep—crearororeootsToeDoaTarna,sers—sarmg-oacstde of the mark-room to
which she is entitled, she is not exonerated if she fails to keep clear.

Summary of the Facts

L and W, both about 14 feet (4 m) long, were sailing on starboard tack at about 4 knots,
approaching a windward mark to be left to starboard. The direction of the course to the
next mark was downwind. The boats were overlapped with W, the inside boat, slightly
ahead. W requested mark-room and L replied, ‘Mark-room will be given when needed.”
Subsequently, when 20 feet (6 m) from the mark, the boats made contact beam to
beam. No damage or injury occurred. L protested W, alleging that W broke rule 11.

The protest committee disqualified L for not giving W room to sail to the mark after she
asked for it. L appealed.
'\\ Wind

%

Y\

o

i

PN,
1 \

Decision

Before and at the time of the contact, rule 11 required W to keep clear of L. While W
was sailing to the mark, she broke rule 11 by sailing so close to L that there was a need
for L to take avoiding action. Under rule 18.2(b) W was entitled to mark-room from L.
W’s proper course was to sail close to the mark, and so she was entitled to the space
she needed in the existing conditions to sail promptly to it in a seamanlike way. The
diagram accepted by the protest committee showed that, from the time W reached the
zone until contact occurred, L had given W room to sail to the mark, but when W broke
rule 11 she was not sailing within that room. For this reason, W is not exonerated under
rule 21(a) for breaking rule 11.
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| ISAF Case 75 - 18.2(b)
ISAF Case 81 - 18.2(b), 18.2(c)
ISAF Case 95 - 18.2(b)
| ISAF Case 114
ISAF Case 118 - 18.2(b)
1 RYA 1975/6
RYA 1976/2 - 18.2(a), 18.2(b), 18.2(c)
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18.2 Giving Mark-Room

(a)
(b)

(o)

(d)
(e)

kK <>

When boats are overlapped the outside boat shall give the inside boat mark-
room, unless rule 18.2(b) applies.

If boats are overlapped when the first of them reaches the zone, the outside
boat at that moment shall thereafter give the inside boat mark-room. If a boat
is clear ahead when she reaches the zone, the boat clear astern at that moment
shall thereafter give her mark-room.

When a boat is required to give mark-room by rule 18.2(b),

(1) she shall continue to do so even if later an overlap is broken or a new
overlap begins;

(2) if she becomes overlapped inside the boat entitled to mark-room, she shall
also give that boat room to sail her proper course while they remain
overlapped.

However, if the boat entitled to mark-room passes head to wind or leaves

the zone, rule 18.2(b) ceases to apply.

If there is reasonable doubt that a boat obtained or broke an overlap in time, it
shall be presumed that she did not.

If a boat obtained an inside overlap from clear astern or by tacking to windward
of the other boat and, from the time the overlap began, the outside boat has
been unable to give mark-room, she is not required to give it.

Protectin Rights, P oting your Interests



Working in CASES index

Rules & Case , 2013 - 2016

RULES INDEX CASES INDEX TEXT SEARCH

ISAF cases

: ?
case number (Y, \UNEEECY G-t Case

ISAF Cases
Bl 1to10

J 11t020
B 21to 30
B 31t040

Click to select a Case Book:
ISAF (default)
RYA
ISAF Q&AS

n 13T TO I35

www.rya.org.uk Protecting your Rights, Promoting your Interests



Rules & Cases 2013 - 2016

RULES INDEX CASES INDEX TEXT SEARCH

lovn oo /|

— Y- [ \tcr Case number to select a case

] 197D

] 1976
B 1977
& 1980
3 1981
1982
1983

I 7 1985

] 1986
] 1987
2] 1988
] 1989
] 1990
[ 1991

o] 1992

ryal992/7

o1 1993
[ 1994
&1 1995
2 1996
2] 1997
[ 1998

OR

Click to expand/contract index

Click to open a Case

www.rya.org.uk Protecting your Rights, Promoting your Interests



RYA Books

6« > X
Rules & Cases 2013 - 2016

RULES INDEX CASES INDEX TEXT SEARCH
RYA cases v JISAF G ?
EL VD LET  1992/7 [®P Get Case

RYA 1992/7

ule 63.6, Hearings: Taking Evidence and Finding Facts
The protest committee shall take the evidence of the parties present at the hearing
and of their witnesses and other evtdence it considers necessary. A member of the
protest committee who saw thq sl [, while the parties are present, state
that fact and may give evidenc party prg Lent at the hearing may question any
person who gives evidence. Thd hall then find the facts and base its
decision on them.

RYA Cases

Click to show/hide
rule text

When there is no other evidence, the proteJt committee is entitled to reach a decision on
the evidence of the protestor and protestedlalone. An additional witness is desirable but

1 1974 -
not essential.

1 1975
B 1976
| 1977
| 1980

SUMMARY OF THE FACTS

A protested B under rule 31 because she bdlieved she saw the crew's back touch a mark. A
hailed B to that effect but B did not take a penalty.

The protest committee disqualified B for hiffing the mark, stating that A had a clear view
and that B possibly was not aware of what fhad occurred.

CI I Ck to S h OW text Of a Ee?e%pﬁiil(iatdvvo:stir:\ic?rrrzlért“gotgza;lliitz‘:eoggfn dlitside witness to confirm that the mark had

definition I —
. s The protest committee found as a fact that the crew of B touched the mark. There was
NOte- thIS WOka Wherever a adequate evidence for it to arrive at this conclusion and the RYA sees no reason to

question the protest committee's decision.

Outside witnesses are not essential, although they may help a protest committee to
- decide a case. In many incidents the protestor and protestee are the only ones who see
| 1989 what happens, but this does not prevent a protest from being decided.

3 1990 Solo 3591 v Solo 3583, Papercourt SC

definition is shown underlined

B 1991

1 1992
ryal992/2
ryal992/7

ryal992/9
| 1993
7 1994
1 1995
[ 1996
| 1997
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Rule 63.6, Hearings: Taking Evidence and Finding Facts
RYA Cases The protest committee shall take the evidence of the parties present at the hearing
1962 and of their witnesses and other evndence it considers necessary. A member of the
protest committee who saw thge all, while the parties are present, state
1967 3 dsent at the hearing may question any
1968 i i . Thé i hall then find the facts and base its

1969

1973 When there is np other evidence, the protest committee is entitled to reach a decision on
1974 the evidence e protestor and protestee alone. An additional witness is desirable but
e not essential.

3 1976
Pparty k touch & mark. A
1977

1980 had a clar view

A party to a hearing is
(a) for a protest hearing: a protestor, a protestee;

(b) for a request for redress: a boat requesting redress or for which redress is requested, a race
1982 committee acting under rule 60.2(b); t the mark had

1983 (c) for a request for redress under rule 62.1(a): the body alleged to have made an improper action or
1984 omission;

1985 (d) a boat or a competitor that may be penalized under rule 69.2.
1986 However, the protest committee is never a party.

1981

rrk. Therp was
reason ffo

1987
1988

Outside witnesses are not essential, although they may help a protest committef to

decide a case. In many incidents the protestor and protestee are the only ones who see
1989 what happens, but this does not prevent a protest from being decided.
1990 Solo 3591 v Solo 3583, Papercourt SC
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ISAF Case 70

Definitions, Mark-Room

Rule 11, On the Same Tack, Overlapped

Rule 18.2(b), Mark-Room: Giving Mark-Room
Rule 21(a), Exoneration

Expand rules index

There are 44 cases found for the selection

ISAF Case 2 - 18.2(a), 18.2(b)

An inside overlapped windward boat that is entitled to mark-room from the outsfle boat

must ke
ISAF Case 12 - 18.2(b) which s
[FJ 1SAF Ccase 15 - 18.2(b), 18.2(c) Summary Se | eCt a tOOI |
] ISAF Case 25 - 18.2(b) L and WI i tack at about 4 knots,

approaching a windward mark to be left to starboard. The direction of the course to the
next mark was downwind. The boats were overlapped with W, the inside boat, slightly
ahead. W requested mark-room and L replied, ‘Mark-room will be given when needed.’
Subsequently, when 20 feet (6 m) from the mark, the boats made contact beam to
beam. No damage or injury occurred. L protested W, alleging that W broke rule 11.

The protest committee disqualified L for not giving W room to sail to the mark after she
asked for it. L appealed.

ISAF Case 59 - 18.2(a), 18.2(b)
ISAF Case 63 - 18.2(b), 18.2(c)(2)

[5] 1SAF Case 70 - 18.2(b)

An inside overlapped windward boat that is entitled to
mark-room from the outside boat must keep clear of
the outside boat and, if she is sailing outside of the
mark-room to which she is entitled, she is not
exonerated if she fails to keep clear.

Get full case

N\ et .
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\

ISAF Case 75 - 18.2(b)
1 ISAF Case 81 - 18.2(b), 18.2(c)
ISAF Case 95 - 18.2(b)
ISAF Case 114
ISAF Case 118 - 18.2(b)
RYA 1975/6
RYA 1976/2 - 18.2(a), 18.2(b), 18.2(c)
| RYA 1981/3 - 18.2(b), 18.2(c)

RYA 1985/3 - 18.2(b), 18.2(e)

RYA 1990/6 - 18.2(b)

RYA 1992/9 - 18.2(d)

RYA 1996/5 - 18.2(b)

RYA 2002/15 - 18.2(d)

RYA 2003/1 - 18.2(b), 18.2(c)
] RYA 2003/5 - 18.2(b), 18.2(c) |+

Decision

Before and at the time of the contact, rule 11 required W to keep clear of L. While W
was sailing to the mark, she broke rule 11 by sailing so close to L that there was a need
for L to take avoiding action. Under rule 18.2(b) W was entitled to mark-room from L. E
W'’s proper course was to sail close to the mark, and so she was entitled to the space
she needed in the existing conditions to sail promptly to it in a seamanlike way. The
diagram accepted by the protest committee showed that, from the time W reached the
zone until contact occurred, L had given W room to sail to the mark, but when W broke
rule 11 she was not sailing within that room. For this reason, W is not exonerated under
rule 21(a) for breaking rule 11.
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or L to take avoiding action. Under rule 18.2(b) W was entitled to mark-room from L.

RYA 1992/9 - 18.2(d) W's proper course was to sail close to the mark, and so she was entitled to the space
: . she needed in the existing conditions to sail promptly to it in a seamanlike way. The
RYA 1996/5 - 18.2(b) diagram accepted by the protest committee showed that, from the time W reached the
Bl RYA 2002/15 - 18.2(d) zone until contact occurred, L had given W room to sail to the mark, but when W broke
rule 11 she was not sailing within that room. For this reason, W is not exonerated under
[l RYA 2003/1 - 18.2(b), 18.2(c) rule 21(a) for breaking rule 11.
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Rules Disputes Paperwork

RYA Protest Form

Protests, Requests for Redress and Re-opening

S Arbitration

Printable form for use by ‘protestors’ and protest committees

* =  RYA Decision form

An MS Word form for completion on a PC to document a rules
— dispute decision.

Use during the hearing

Included in the Racing Rules Guidance booklet
Also available as individual downloads
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The Last Resort

RYA Appeal Form

Submit an Appeal or Request for Confirmation of a Decision.

Full details of the procedure are in the Racing Rules Guidance
Booklet

Included in the Racing Rules Guidance booklet
Also available as an individual download
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Where to get the documents

Guidance

All the guidance notes, including a link to the eBook are available at
www.rya.org.uk/go/RRSquidance

There are links to this page on the RYA website on:

The Racing home page,
The Racing Rules of Sailing home page, and
The Race Officials home page

Look for the word “guidance”

eBooks
www.rva.org.uk/qo/ebooks

There is a link to this page from the above Guidance page and from the
RYA Shop home page

www.rya.org.uk Protecting your Rights, Promoting your Interests


http://www.rya.org.uk/go/RRSguidance
http://www.rya.org.uk/go/ebooks

