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PRESS RELEASE 

19 February 2014 

 

STATEMENT:  NICK BROWN VS CANAL & RIVER TRUST 

 

Nick Brown, the legal officer of the National Bargee Travellers Association, today abandoned his 

claim for judicial review of Canal & River Trust’s ‘Guidance for Boaters Without a Home Mooring’. 

 

At the end of the first morning of the two day hearing at the High Court, after comments from Mr 

Justice Lewis in respect of the case put forward by Martin Westgate QC (representing Mr Brown), 

Mr Brown applied to discontinue his claim for judicial review.  The Judge accepted the application 

and awarded substantial costs to be paid by Mr Brown to the Trust. 

 

Having received permission at only the fourth attempt to take forward just one limited aspect of his 

claim (namely, whether the Trust’s Guidance accurately reflected the requirements of the British 

Waterways Act 1995), Mr Brown abandoned this final aspect, even before the Trust had presented 

its own arguments. 

 

The Trust’s legal team has always viewed this claim as misconceived and confirms that the 

Guidance remains valid and applicable for boaters without a home mooring. 

 

ENDS 

  

For further media requests please contact: 

Fran Read, national press officer, Canal & River Trust  

m 07796 610 427 e fran.read@canalrivertrust.org.uk   

  

Notes to editors: 

The Canal & River Trust is the guardian of 2,000 miles of historic waterways across England and 

Wales.  We are among the largest charities in the UK, maintaining the nation’s third largest 

collection of Listed structures, as well as museums, archives, navigations and hundreds of 

important wildlife sites. 
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We believe that our canals and rivers are a national treasure and a local haven for people and 

wildlife. It is our job to care for this wonderful legacy – holding it in trust for the nation in perpetuity 

and giving people a greater role in the running of their local waterways 

www.canalrivertrust.org.uk  
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