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Sea Survival conference
The first Sea Survival conference 
was held in October at the RNLI 
Training College in Poole, Dorset. 
It was well attended by 65 
instructors, some coming from as 
far afield as Australia. 

The speakers were Bas Edmunds 
from RYA Technical, who updated 
everyone on the current liferaft 
standards; Peter Everard from the 
RNLI on what happens when the 
Lifeboat services arrive on scene, 
and; John Bray from the MCA 
Training Centre talking about search 
patterns and how the Coastguard 
conduct a search. 

Three topics were put forward by the 
RYA for group discussion: 

Q. Should we continue with live 
fl are demonstrations?
A. All agreed that live flare demos 
should still take place. However, many 

would like to see guidance and risk 
assessments for conducting them. All 
agreed that only in-date flares should 
be let off. 

Q. How should Sea Survival 
inspection fees be charged? 
A. The RYA is under obligation to 
inspect all sea survival training 
centres. The normal charge for 
this is a standard inspection rate 
plus travelling expenses. We asked 
whether this method was acceptable. 
Feedback was split but the overall 
consensus was that a flat rate was 
the best method. Therefore we 
will continue to use the method 
prescribed in the Guidance Notes. 

Q. Is the course fi t for purpose? 
A. The groups said that the course 
was fit for purpose but would benefit 
from new course notes. A new edition 
of the Sea Survival Practical Course 
Notes should be out soon.

Drink problem

Drink driving limits that apply to 
you on the road also apply when 
you are in charge of a vessel. 

In fact, they could be considered more 
stringent as they are in force at all times 
when you are in charge of the vessel. 
On a weekend course, this means 
all weekend; on a five day course, it 
means throughout the five days without 
exception, whether the boat is sailing 

or tied up. The rule applies when you 
are acting in a responsible position, 
even when you are off duty. The exact 
wording is ‘by nature of the situation, 
would need to take action to protect the 
safety of the persons on board’.

Conviction can lead to imprisonment 
and a fine. The RYA has removed 
three instructor qualifications in the 
last 12 months.  

Retired? Expired?
As you know, commercial skippers 
and instructors are required to have 
a medical examination by a doctor to 
gain their Commercial Endorsement.

The most common medical 
amongst instructors is the ML5. 
This has a normal validity of five 
years but only lasts for one year if 
the holder is over 65 years old. Also, 
if the holder has a serious change 
in their health, they may require a 
new medical examination. 

For more information visit 
www.mcga.gov.uk and download 
a copy of MSF 4112.

Liferafts for MGN 280 operating in 
Category 2, 3, 4 and 5 vessels shall 
be either:
• SOLAS B
• ISAF Appendix A Part 2, or 
• ISO 9650 Type 1

The RYA applies this recommendation 
to newly RYA coded vessels under the 
old and new codes, as it believes it to 
be in the interests of safety. 

The former MCA Codes (blue and 
yellow), reference the older ORC liferaft 
as still acceptable for vessels already 

coded for categories 2, 3, 4 and 5. 
These will remain valid until the end of 
their serviceable life. However, be aware 
that the old ORC standard liferaft is now 
known as ISAF Appendix A, Part 1 (ISAF 
Appendix A, Part 2 is the better standard). 

At present, vessels may still be newly 
coded under the old blue and yellow 
codes and can therefore apply these 
requirements for liferafts, and hence 
the lesser standard. The RYA will 
code a vessel to either code, but 
will apply the liferaft requirements of 
MGN 280 in all cases.

Liferafts on coded vessels
Liferaft requirements vary depending on whether your boat is coded under the 
new harmonised code of practice (MGN 280) or the old ‘blue and yellow’ codes.

September 2007 saw a revision 
to the Cruising logbooks G15 and 
G18. As usual, changes within the 
books are indicated by a line in 
the left hand margin. Briefly, the 
changes include:

Basic Navigation 
and Safety
The front covers are as before, 
apart from a circle in the top right 
hand corner which highlights that 
the logbooks ‘include the Basic 
Navigation and Safety Course’. There 
is also a reference to G15/07 or 
G18/07. It therefore comes as no 
surprise that the main change was 
the inclusion of the Basic Navigation 
and Safety Course syllabus and a 
place in the back of the logbook for 
the certificate. 

Age limits
The minimum age limits for students 
to participate in courses and for a 
certificate to be awarded have been 
added to the start of the relevant 
course sections. 

Conversion exams
There have always been set criteria 
for the pre-exam requirements 
for converting a Yachtmaster® 
Sail Certificate of Competence to 
a Yachtmaster® Power, or vice 
versa. There is now a set pre-exam 
requirement to convert a Coastal 
Skipper Certificate of Competence 
as follows: Seatime in all cases 
– minimum 400 miles, 12 days living 
aboard, 2 days as skipper, 12 night 
hours. Half of the seatime must be in 
tidal waters.

STCW endorsed 
Yachtmaster® 
certifi cates
It is possible to have the following 
endorsement on a Yachtmaster® 
Certificate of Competence: “The 
certificate holder complies with 
STCW 95 regulations V1/1-4. This 
certificate is valid for use as a 
Master of Yachts up to 200gt on 
commercially and privately registered 
yachts”. 

The conditions for having this 
endorsement on a Yachtmaster® 
Certificate are now included in the 
logbook. 

Non-tidal conversion
The route to converting a non-tidal 
course completion certificate has 
changed. Holders of a non-tidal 
certificate can attend a two day 
practical conversion course run 
at a centre recognised for tidal 
courses. Students should have the 
relevant shorebased knowledge and, 
on successful completion, a tidal 
certificate can be issued.

Day Skipper (sail)
practical syllabus
A new section has been added to 
the Day Skipper practical syllabus for 
night cruising. It reads: 
’Has experienced sail cruising at 
night, including leaving and entering 
harbour. Understands the special 
consideration for pilotage plans, 
keeping a lookout and identifying 
marks by night.’

The new editions of G15 and G18 
can be ordered through you training 
centre’s account, or by individual 
instructors via the orders hotline 
0845 345 0372 or the RYA 
webshop. 

Changes to the 
Cruising Logbooks 


