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Coding for Advanced Powerboats 
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Rachel Andrews, Chief Instructor Power Schemes  
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Powerboating  

- scheme review 
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Seating and handholds 
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The wonderful world of Coding….. 

 

 

Bas Edmonds 

Technical Manager 
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SCV 
 

MCA & CA 
 

Codes of Practice – Colour Codes 
 

MGN 280 
 

Categorised Waters 
 

MIN, MSN, OAN 
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Small Commercial Vessel 

• Up to 24m load line length and not more 

than 12 passengers and carrying cargo 

 

• Engaged at sea in activities on a commercial 

basis 

 

• Commercial defined as “non-pleasure” 

vessels 
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MCA and CA’s 

• MCA approves Certifying Authorities to 

issue certificates under the SCV codes 

 

• MIN 416 details all CA’s 

 

• MCA is also a CA 
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Colour Codes 

Red Code  
The Safety of Small Vessels in Commercial Use for sport or pleasure operating 

from a Nominated Departure Point (NDP) 

 

Brown Code 
The Safety of Small Workboats and Pilot Boats 

 

Yellow Code 
The Safety of Small Commercial Motor Vessels 

 

Blue Code 
The Safety of Small Commercial Sailing Vessels 
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MGN 280 

Otherwise known as the Harmonised Code 

 

• Range and Risk approach compared to 

Colour codes 

 

• Combination of colour codes and update of 

new legislation 

 

• ALL ARE STILL APPLICABLE (!) 

 
 

 

 



Protecting your Rights, Promoting your Interests 

Supported by 

Categorised Waters 

• MCA has categorised UK waters into A, B, C 

and D type waters 

 

• Everything else is deemed to be “at sea” 

 

• SCV Codes only apply when operating 

“at sea” 

 

• MSN 1827 – read it carefully! 
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MIN, MGN, MSN, OAN 

• Marine Information Note 

• Marine Guidance Note 

• Merchant Shipping Note 

• Operational Advice Note 

 

• Your CA should advise you of any new or 

updated notes 
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The Coding Process – Getting started 

• Process defined within MGN 280 

 

• SCV1 – Application for Examination 

 Fee needs to be sent in with this 

 

• RYA will put you in touch with surveyor 

who will offer advice on code specifics 
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The Coding Process – Decisions 

• Number of persons? 

• Level of operation – category? 
 

4 – 20 miles  from a safe haven, favourable weather and 

daylight 
 

5 – to sea, within 20 miles from a NDP named in the 

certificate and in favourable weather and daylight 
 

6 – to sea, within 3 miles from a NDP and never more 

than 3 miles from land, favourable weather and 

daylight 
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The Coding Process – SCV2 

• SCV2 – Document of Compliance 

• Part completed by owner, part by the 

surveyor 

• Requires both in water and out of water 

inspection 

• Vessel cannot be signed off until ALL 

parts of the vessel comply 

• Date of survey is date of certificate 
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The Coding Process – Certificate 

• Survey is valid for 5 years 

• Certificate is only valid for 1 year 

• SCV2 is only a snapshot of the vessel – 

Owner responsible for maintaining to 

code 

• Does not deal with manning – owner 

responsible 
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The Coding Process – Renewal 

• SCV2 completed and Certificate issued 
 

+ 1 year – Owner / agent declaration 
 

+ 2 years – Owner / agent declaration 
 

+ 3 years – Mid Term inspection 
 

+ 4 years – Owner / agent declaration 
 

+ 5 years – Survey  
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The Coding Process – RIBs 

• Generally cannot code to Cat 3 as no 

substantial enclosure 

• OAN 678 allows for Cat 3R for specific 

operations for RIBs only 

 

• Biggest issue is with storage of 

equipment on a RIB to meet requirements 
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The Coding Process – OAN 678 

• Most cases no additional survey required 

• Onus put on operator to provide 

compliance 

• Continues Range and Risk approach 

• Additional limitations shown on 

certificate 
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The Coding Process – OAN 678 
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Ribtec 655 Launch 
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www.rib.net          www.c2ribs.org.uk  

http://www.rib.net/
http://www.c2ribs.org.uk/
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Who was paying attention? 

 
Number of the MSN dealing with Categorised Waters? 

 

What was the big change between Colour Codes and MGN 280? 

 

What are the restrictions for Category 4 operation? 

 

Number of OAN dealing with Cat 3R for RIBs? 

 

Minimum length of vessel permitted by MGN 280? 
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Questions? 

 

 

 

technical@rya.org.uk 

 

mailto:technical@rya.org.uk

