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By Kim Hastreiter

 A r t i s t  T o d d  S e l b y  i n t r o d u c e s  u s  t o  p e o p l e  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  s t u f f .

I 
first met Todd Selby last summer when, after 

stopping by my office with his pal (and my 

friend) Mark Hunter (aka The Cobrasnake), 

he politely asked if he could photograph my 

home for a project he was launching on his website. 

Although I hadn’t yet seen Selby’s site and didn’t 

really understand what he wanted to do with the 

pictures, he seemed like a nice enough guy, and 

Mark kept assuring me he was great, so I said OK.  

On the day Selby showed up, my house was a slight 

mess, but he respectfully crept around, snapping 

away super casually—no lighting, no tripod—for 

a little less than an hour, after which he scribbled 

Michael Stipe’s sparkly shoes.

Jonny Makeup’s bedroom.

Photogr aphs by todd selby
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some questions on a piece of paper, hand-

ed me the paper and a marker for the an-

swers, and then left. No biggie. 

About a week later, I received an email 

with a link from Selby, thanking me for the 

session and asking if I would take a look at 

the photos before he put them up live, just 

to make sure I felt OK about them. I remem-

ber feeling relieved and thinking, “this guy 

really has his shit together.” And when I 

clicked on the link, I loved what I saw. His 

eye was quirky and astute, and 

the dozens of pictures he’d post-

ed of my home were interesting, 

smart and funny, and complete-

ly captured my personality. Dur-

ing that short time in my messy 

house, he’d managed to take a 

wonderfully telling portrait of 

me just by shooting my home. I 

began to explore his site further 

and discovered more eclectic 

people that he’d visited and doc-

umented, and with whom he’d 

done the same. Great stuff.

Throughout the year, I fol-

lowed theselby.com regularly 

and through it got to know a 

bunch of new and super-inter-

esting people via images of their 

environments. Some of Selby’s 

subjects, like Erin Wasson or Michael 

Stipe and his partner Thomas Dozol, 

were more well-known, while oth-

ers, like Renee (the grandmother of 

Cobrasnake, whose digs were outra-

geous), were less so. But everyone I 

saw seemed to be offbeat, interest-

ing people whom you might want to 

know. Which is exactly Selby’s inten-

tion: “I feel like people are giving me 

their time and sharing their friends 

with me, so I want them to meet the 

other people who are in this commu-

nity,” Selby explains. “My work has a 

collaborative aspect.” 

After my home was photographed, 

I heard from Selby every so often—he 

would invite me, and all of the people 

he’d photographed, to a get-together or 

a potluck dinner so that we could meet 

each other and stay connected. He re-

cently invited us all to send wares to 

the Parisian shop Colette, where he opened 

a little “store” during an exhibit he was 

having there. If Selby seems to want his 

photographic subjects to meet each oth-

er, there’s a reason for that: “I really take 

my time trying to think about the people 

that I shoot. It’s not just about their house 

or about who they are—it’s also about me 

being interested in getting to know them 

Jennifer Earle & Mike Gabel’s loo.

Renee (Grandma cobrasnake) in her fabulous digs .

Jennifer Earle & Mike Gabel’s kitchen.

I feel like people are giving me their time 
and sharing their friends with me,  

so i want them to meet the other people 
who are in this community,” Selby explains. 
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personally at almost a friendship kind of level. I re-

ally work hard to develop ongoing relationships with 

the people that I photograph.” It is a community that 

keeps on growing—theselby.com currently gets up 

to 35,000 daily visitors, probably because the people 

he chooses to feature, who end up serving not only 

as viral ambassadors for his site but also as connec-

tors, turn Selby on to friends they think might also 

make interesting subjects. 

Renee (Grandma cobrasnake’s) exercise bike .

Sofía Achával & Thibault de Montaigu’s living room.

Melia Marden & Frank Sisti ,  Jr.’s (aka Kid America) mantle .

Aaron Rose’s bedroom.

“My work has a 
collaborative 

aspect.”
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slick house or a madly creative 

person’s wild-looking house,” he 

says. “Some people’s homes may 

just be a place where they sleep or 

share with some other people, but 

many people do take a lot of time 

organizing, decorating or decid-

ing which possessions or books to 

have in their homes—everything 

tells a story.” When I asked him 

if he thinks the current economic 

crisis is causing people to stay 

home more, he responds, “Sure, 

staying in is the new going out.”

Since his Colette show closed, 

Selby has been shooting like a 

madman all around the globe 

for his upcoming 300-page tome, 

to be published next spring by 

Abrams. “I love printing things 

and am a book fanatic,” he tells 

me. He has even started work on 

what he calls “book porn” vid-

eos for his site. BOOK PORN???? 

Yes, book porn, which Selby ex-

plains is “like a pornographic 

movie shot with someone flipping 

through full-frontal naked books 

and talking about them—not just 

any books, but the most amazing 

books in the world being flipped 

through and talked about by 

people that have amazing book 

collections filled with books you 

would never, ever see.” It makes 

perfect sense. H

What I love most about Selby’s work 

is how he shows us through his photo-

graphs that a great home reflects the 

emotion of the people who live there. 

“It is so interesting and funny for me 

to see people’s personalities and char-

acter come out in their homes, whether 

it’s an A-type personality with a quite 

Visit  
www.theselby.com  
or 
www.colette.fr  
to see more of Selby’s work.

“some people’s homes may just be a place 
where they sleep ... but many people do take 
a lot of time organizing, decorating or 
deciding which possessions or books to have 
in their homes–everything tells a story.”

Melia Marden & Frank Sisti ,  Jr.’s pumpkins and books.

Michael Stipe and Thomas 
Dozol’s pile of whatever.

Michael Stipe and Thomas 
Dozol’s pencils in a row.

Lowe Hutson’s colorful bedroom.

Christina, Lowe & Swaim 
Hutson’s art and luggage .

Jonny Makeup’s  
gold chandelier.


