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Foreword
“This Town Centre and Canalside Masterplan will guide development in and around Burnley town centre over the next 
decade.

Town centres everywhere are rapidly evolving with changes to retailing, the growth of leisure based uses and town 
centre living.  Burnley Council and our partners are working together to capitalize on these emerging trends.

We have already seen significant investment in the town centre and canalside areas, notably a multi-million pound 
public realm scheme along St James Street, a new Primark store, junction upgrades to improve car and pedestrian 
access as well as the refurbishment of historic canalside buildings and derelict sites around Sandygate.  There is 
growing confidence from the private sector with investment in retail, leisure and town centre living.

UCLAn’s growth plans provide a significant opportunity to attract a young people to the town.  Their occupation of 
Victoria Mill will provide a catalyst for further transformation of the canalside.

This plan is ambitious and we acknowledge that it will take time to bring forward complex schemes.  We are already 
working with partners, including UCLAN and private sector developers to bring forward key projects that will transform 
the town centre and canalside.”

Cllr. Mark Townsend

Leader, Burnley Council
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1. Introduction

Burnley has undergone a transformation over the 
last decade, with investment in new schools, new 
housing, business parks and a new direct train link 
to Manchester. 

The borough has witnessed significant job growth 
5.6% since 2009. The Council, in partnership 
with businesses - The Burnley Bondholders 
- has worked hard to improve perceptions of 
Burnley as a place to invest, work and live. The 
result was Burnley winning the prestigious title of 
Most Enterprise Place in 2013, awarded by the 
Department for Business, Innovation, and Skills.

The emerging Local Plan sets out a growth strategy 
for the borough releasing a mix of brownfield and 
greenfield sites for new housing, employment and 
mixed use development.

A key part of the development strategy for the 
borough is enhancing the town centre ensuring that 
it is a vibrant retail, leisure and service centre for a 
larger part of Pennine Lancashire.

Regeneration of the Weaver’s Triangle

Burnley College Campus

Burnley Town Centre plays an important role in 
the economy serving an immediate population of 
110,000 people and a wider catchment area of 
270,000 people within a 15 minute drive time. 

Alongside Blackburn, the town is a sub-regional 
centre for retail, business, civic, education, and 
cultural activities in Pennine Lancashire. The Town 
Centre is home to a number of public and private 
sector employers and other assets that draw footfall 
into the town including the St. Peter's health and 
leisure centre, the borough's main library, and 
the Burnley Mechanics theatre. Within walking 
distance of the town centre lie the Burnley College 
and UCLAN Campus and Burnley Football Club's 
ground at Turf Moor, both of which contribute to the 
socio-economic value of the town centre.
 
Burnley Town Centre is bounded to the West and 
South by the Leeds Liverpool Canal. The canalside 
was once the heart of Burnley's cotton industry and 
is now being revived through the renovation of its 
heritage and new developments. 

Burnley’s historic town hall

Burnley Town Centre and Canalside



BURNLEY TOWN CENTRE & CANALSIDE MASTERPLAN


