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N T X ) M, ey, Ormams o omen % ay o M.
icadl of ¢he CLARIISLLOn, flew Prey

0. Slavson ong he. ¥illens returned en ag 2lrplane leaving
Soaleo UMby ot about 3123, fonday afteracen, April i3. T

memorandum will brierly swrmarise this Lrip plus some of the

meetlinge held in preparabtion for 1%,
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State Lepartment, asq tmo aides to I, Nanm in ir. Hama's
{
oo b " i~ R ocyr ox .
cifice at about 12:2) 2. Assistant sesretary ia s

Aubaszader 6 Leoxice,at the ine of the assﬁssin&ticn and

personally divezted the 1xvcsti14tory el'fort and our relations i

wa

with Tho Mosleal daw enforecmant authoritics fmuediately aftos

the now of the Yresidunt's dGenth reachaed Hexleo City. A CCRy
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hold up the information

time, bput that 1t not be permibited to

at this stage.

during. Lillenshﬂabsvnce,

Back in the CI offices,
sed the cable traf*ic from the Sovtet

Slauson and Colewan dlnCd
[

and Cuban Tmpassles bObh uring the time of OSuald's vjsits
thergﬂin_SQQLQpbcr»October 190

scott and white sald th

after,tbe

3 and 5r‘f'ledi.¢.t°1‘;

at no increaues or

‘assassination.
Ve “then dis—

d been noted at either time. .

21 varlatlons ha
the Fﬁtional Secuxity

 dnusud
cussed briefly the possibi
e able to "yreak” the codes for

1ities that
Agency mivht b the times wnen
as in Mexico CiTys
to obtain & visa was pro
ptember 27 oF 28,
ded materials uas

using as a key the fact that

Oswald i
bably communicated to

Oﬂwalu‘s attempt

n Friday or Saturday Se Scott

Yashington ©

pointed out that all his offlce did with co
Jational S Securlty Agency in Nashin?ton

to send them back to the ¢
They felt that the code—

in the form in which 1% obtained them.
should be tried.

breaking might be possible, however, and

" FRIDAY - APRIL 10

Cdle@an,_ﬂillens and Slauoon appeared at the FBI
reviéus

as we had agreed to do the P

offices atb 9:00 &.Mm.,
a there meb Rolfe Larson.
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evening, an The plan,had been

that vwe
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xﬂdi\tcly o geﬁa:t on a tour

were iu

had visited during his: trip to viexico,

ne had Just Leen regue
thﬂt time vwe e:m:ctv

culd n~et with Sccretary Echevarria;
Anuerson’s cffice anu
locatlons aﬁd otner phjsical aspects o

see 1wuer in the norning. goon An&eﬂs

that the appointmcnt with “”hevhrria
Ambassador had beecn told about th
1%, repeating his condlitions

perml sion to svcak aire

make clear that ve v
pmerlican Embassy and<to be complebely

2 brief discusihion on how we would b

Echevarria.

prcvious evening

‘ for uz and that Colenan would S

conveying the gratjtude ary

Government £o the Mexlcan Governncnt

ies aatisfactlion with the quality of

other matters of etiquette and friend
ealing in a formal manner with

told weve essential vhen @

stcd not to leave unbil

ad BOm2 confirmatilon of

was firm for 11:30.

Gillens and Slawson said that

-—
-

of the spota wnich Ooswald

vwat Larson told us shot
g:45, because by
the hour when we

We therefore sat in

dipcussed with Larson the relative

f the places we& were to

on came in and told us

The

e nae’cinb and again approves
that wi wen we ask Tehevarria for
ctly with Hegioqn citizens thab we

antcé a1l intervieus to be within the

volunbary. Ve then had

éndlé the neeting with '

we had agreed the

that Bill Colenan would carr; the alscussion’

pend the first few minutes In

4 appreciation of the Amerilcan

for its assistance to date,
such assistance, etc., and

ship, which we had been
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mexlcans. ﬁnder on and the othcro present a2t this conference

. agreed that this vould be the best apnroach.

ot

9:45 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

ere driven by Rolfe Larson in an

The three of us ¥
points tnat had been

unmarked_automobile around the various
We saw the Transportes del Norte bus

a2 bus terminal, ‘the Plecha
aaency, the Hotel

touched upon by Oswald
‘terminal, the pransportes ‘Fronter
¢ Chihuahulences travel

Roja bus terminal, th
xt door to the hoﬁel where

ael Conerclo, the restaurant ne:

tedly ate many m otels in the nci5ahor—

Oswald repos ecals, otuer h

d of the Hotel del Comer

cilo and ‘ne vmn-tnnq hqn'ghp«x—-,,mg.

hoo
the Cuban Enpassy and

4 hborhood benera11¥;

and this ne-
jan Embassy and Gonsul ate.

Consulate, znd the Russ

yere 1mmediately obvious.

Several obvcrvations
swald almost

two embassies are close enough tobether so that 0s

alked back and forth betw

certainly W
althou

i
L;galled for it. The embasslet,
or the Iinter

1 the Hobtel del Comercio ~city pus stations by
cnated that reaching them by

i from

local bus, are in practice 80 1

mplex for someone who wa

bus would be much too cO
y and especially for someone

‘with the bus 1inzs in Hexico Cit

The |

ecen them when the ocecasion

3h theoret*cally reachable

s not,familiar
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who daid not ppcalk ipgn;sh ¢lu~nuly ensush to get precisc
directions., -The ! Hptel ucl Cenereclo, e’thoughzcértainly a

cheap hotvl and one in which Americar vourlsts Lould ordinarily
never stay, has a nc at, cledn appvr arance and, according to
Larson, is in fact clemn inside, & and stands out from its
surroundings as belng definitely mor aitractive than the other

notels in the neighucrhood.

Although one-way streets make it aifficult to arive
rrom the Flecha Boja.bus'terminal to the Hotel del'Comarcio
except by devious routes, for'Scmebne walking, as Oswald was,
1% would be an easy dlstance and a natural direction to'waik.
The hotels near th? paruicular pus germinal are almpsc_ﬁll
grouped around the same arca as the Hotel del Comerclo, and
it‘wﬁuld gsecm very ppssible that Osuald could have been
directed.towards this neighborhood 1f he 1nquircd of the whera—_
abouts of an {nexpensive hotel. Moreovers ccming from the

direction of the bus terminal, the Potel del Comercio uould v;ry

flikely be the first 'reasonably clean and abttractive hotel that

oné would notice. Qome .of the other hotels in this nei*hborhood'
eloser to the teérminal than the del Comerclo are also atitractlve,
'altho gh pernaps not quite so &8 the Hotel del Comercio, bﬁt |

Rolfe Larson poinuea out that those hotels tend to gmeb filled

earlier and therefore Oswald might have been referred further

31
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dotwn the stpeet I he ing

wos furned down.

L“rson con11L a vhan we. hu had been I

and Uco‘ct e°"11ar, that none of them hﬁd any indlca-
/ .

tion vhatever that the Hotel del Concrelo was kunown as a
dwyww*w«~#~~MM~"~"* el
pecbing place %3 for C&an revolutionariggwon;cuen_fcnfCubano,
‘ aid that he of course had inves-

o
. gevorutionary or nob. rson 8

figated this possibility and thot his ex
iods around Oswald's visit there h

tigatlon shovwed that

.—-—--—-

:;J(,.CI"'OH

amination of the hotel

register for the per ad dis-~

Further inves

man who had his famlily w thhim

‘eclosed onlv ~ne Cuban name.

" this bclonved to a Cuban fanily

and that Lh v yera: tourista travbl throuwh Mexlco,
. R

t Impassies have no remarkable

The Cuban and Sovie
surrounded by high adobe

xnept tnat both are

charactcristius e
neir interiors extremely

ke observation of t

ﬂalls which m2

gifficult. The Cuban Consulate, yhere Oswald did wmost of his

deallings, ‘18 a small separate puilding on the cornerl of the . ,
b
|

¥ of bulldings, with 1ts exterior ‘walls cSﬁerminous .
with the adobe walls vhich surround the area. Its front door |
Exit and entry into the N sh

Cuban comple

street.

therefore opens onto the
s an exceptlon in that it c

Consulate, there”ére, forwm an easily

EFERTE -

|
|
be obscrved by persons outsioe. o : l
|

— v w— ——
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Afcer driving around HJLh 1APson Wae rotwwnﬁd and

Amcricg n psbacsy end walted
Just outside the car for coobt and Anderson to come out, 43 we

had agreed u;fero‘"nu. Thoy cane out shortly after 11:00 QL.
aand we all gotwinto he car and arove to the Haxican Minictr

of %the Intericr to neet Zonor Lehevarrlia.

11:15 o.m, to 11:45 a.m.

ke arrived at senor Echevarria's office somewhab
ecarly bubt were nevertheless smmadiately broughb in o meeb hir.
”joined by his head ass gtant for this kind of

work, Senor Ibanc wief of Inspectlons. Clarke Andercon

acted as interpretcr,'under our instructions that he should

fool free to elaborate as to courtesiés and details ab any tine,

and winston Scott also intcrpreucd at a few polnta."

As previously asrecd, Er. Coléman dlda the'talking for

the three of us. He expressed the t‘«nks of the Amerdican

governmdnt,-and of the vwarren Commission in particular, To

ticn had recelved from h
general exchansed

r(the

cooparation our n2 is agency.and Trom
the Mexican povernment generally, and in
plecasantries and courtesies, Coleman 8100 told Echevarria th at

Chief Justice Warren had sent. his personal thanks to Echevarria.

33
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" Colemzn asked;that thé ﬁigic&n governcment give
the Comm 1'slon a comnléte angG as detalled as posslble report
on 211 the inV”"LL”&thnﬁ it had earried 6n in connection witr
the assassination and on any other actions such a8 closing the
vorder, 1t had ¢ nrricd throuah ‘Fchevarria.readily agrecd to'

do this, saylng that all the baslc reporta which would Bo into

such an overall report had already buen nrcpared and that he

could deliver thc overall report on 48 hours notice. He

asked, hovevers that we deliver a formal request for this

. report to tne Mexlcan foreign offices sadressed to his atten-
~tion, 15 order that 1t not be mistakenly sen»'to socme other
police or 1nvcst;:atory ageney in Hexlco. (e had 1earned .
from othe® sources that there are 25 different police forces
operabing 1 the Mexico rederal District alone.) He sald that
he uovld telephone the forelign office jmmediately afier oﬁr
j conference Lo alert thenm that he was the person resporsiﬁle for y
i the note and'wdﬁld appreciate its belng forvarded to him for \ .
his appropriaue action. e awreed that we would deliver such

a note that afternqon 3¢ possible, marked to his attention as - -

he had requested{

e, Coleman went»bn to tell Echevarria that ge were @
i
H
|

treating all cormunications from lexico on this subject 28

T e e T

confidential and that we would do the same for the report he wasf
3 |
2_92 QW(‘_
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goins to ccTtvbr to us. ve would publi°n cnlv after © recelvling
ance 1o bhe rexican bO"C"ﬁMVﬂL, vaich clearance e
investigation.

cleora

plannca

:c 1ater point in ouT

1s had beeq nig undéer
the undcrst;ﬁd*nv upon

standing.all
which

o seck at SOy
eed that th

alons and that~it would also be

pehevarria 25t

he uould co:vey the full reporu to uu.
wesed brielly the overall . ,

B |
was no forelgn !

EchevarriaAﬁhen dlsc
inion that there

nd gave his strong OP
vinaiicn,,at~1cast no consplra- |

gituation &
the assoss

~ consplrady 4nvolved 1n

onnected with Wexlco.

ey ¢©
tber of our inbtervicu-

i
sad to f£ind out o 1
To give & | ﬂ

Colenan {hen brouss ni up the ma

stnessen for dO”UmCﬂtation pus
agditional information, 1£ possible, in tiexico.
s1luseration of what we had in mind, ¥r. Coleman'used S
. I

. :<:’l

ui ’T)OSC:‘

ing w

gpecific
the manager of the Hotel del Conercio as an example. l
‘ ' . | i
ed b331cally in the affirmative, but he made 1 iﬁ
o
I

Lchevarria repli
he felt that the inter-

nt qnalifications.
sy, because to.hoid

First,
he American Ehbﬁﬁ“ :
estiga~ %
|
|
|

two importa
hould not be in t

¢ the appearance 1]
lecan bovernment (&

vizsus €
£ an official inv

there would giv
ed on by the Amer

oculd be very

then
5 Mexican

tien beino carri

he fclt, W
csent vaic n gove¢

poliuically {for the pr

disadvantaﬁeoua
He poin*od out |

solil, and this
ment,

o
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pmot an election for prod 4 dent wes schodulad to pe held in

July, thab such cleztlens viere ¥eld only every six years in

uls h.*of e J"Lre ely

rlexlco, and that the 1“cscnt time

gen3itive poliﬁicaliy, One of the most effective prcoaw wnda

nipts have in Menico 1s the alleged Amepilcan

domination and interferen"e wtua the tiexlcan "overnment and - .

any unnu’y public investl ganory cpivities on our part "ould

"1end {hemselves o this kind of nronaganda. Second, Echevarr;a

requested that the 1nt¢rviews with Mexican nationals not be

- formal put that instead, for efuh e, we ought to arrange to

have lunzh oF co:iee etc., xita the persons with whom we

1% ahed £n e'_p‘ea!z.

Our reply to this, maae throuWh dr. Colenan, was that

we ¢id nob want any anrointmenta for lunch or otaerﬁ;ue made at ;}

+his time becaune we wanbed to leave the entire problem opeit.

ve had not in our O¥D minds declded vhetner and to what eztent

we ¥a nted to proceeu on this basis. -

%

|

l

§

Eehevarria agreed that he |
yould take no ection untlil we requested 1%. :
' |

Whiie Echevarria

Therc was,an'interruption here

spoke in upanluh to Ibanez. The tnree of us took the oppor-—

i
|
l
Ctunity to~consult quienly in Fnslish with cuae another. , .
-

Lehevarria's reluctance to permit §

: . ) Colenan fell tonf:lL in view of

Labi'm
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swnortant ultnc““cs puch as . the

11 ve hnd for Gealing with uilvim

'L~-prCQos,
. +o be hendled Very circunspectlye. te proposed TO
' n back to the overall report,

the conversatlo
21t that

in the Lrltxng of thiso report we fe

he hlrhegt imp and then

Lre going that
ortance,

Duran's interrcirtion was of ©
raatlon unto the subjeﬂt of how we

hopefully shifting the conve

' gould deal airectly with Duarane. ﬁilleﬁs and Slauson agreed wiﬁn .f

. : {

this approeach. A
Echevarria;~reférring ;

Coleman then agaln gpoke tn

pepord and deacrihing
, a8 outlined in T

to the overall (23 our feeling of %
ne. prc«;su% , \ %
. |

jmportance & as to Sllvia puran, cte.
whatlcally agreeing that

Echevarria rcplicd by emy

paragraph‘
gfe&tQSt impor

moaJ ‘was of the
£ail and docvmbntation
nal réport.~
inad from her ‘ i

as possible ;n

i

1
puran's testi tance and praﬂioinw o
i.j
g

o mo into ad much de
connectlen with her € widence in his ii He cormented
g men had obta

information hi
vily in c©

ek uaon the

thau 1t w
ncluding that no con~- .

le! ﬂOSu hea
ched durling Osval

point, Echevarria abruptly too
atment to have 1

t he had an appoi
aldst of en official visit

that ne had re11
A% N

peen hate

a's visits to ﬁctico.

ps to end the

splracy had
x ste

aboub thls
unch.mith !

He said'tha
was then in the

’ ——-—--—-—-..—.—-

— Sown A

meetvling.

Caecn Juliand, xqo
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