Issue No. 185 / July 2024 $3/$5

STOP THE GENOCIDE, NO TO ISLAMOPHOBIA

PAYMAN S RIGHT:
. LABOR MUST =93

L] | e ‘L .

NUCLEAR FAR RIGHT

Does Israel want war Dutton’s nuclear push Fascists still rising in France
on Lebanon? a cover for climate inaction despite election result



Solidarit

Capitalism is a system of crisis and war
Capitalism is a system of competition, crisis,
and war based on exploitation of workers,
producing for profit not human needs. Although
workers create society’s wealth, they have no
control over production or distribution. Through
environmental degradation and climate change
capitalism has become a threat to humanity’s
future and life on earth.

Workers power and socialism

The working class has the power to challenge
the existing system and create a better world.
We stand for socialism, a society based on
democratically elected workers councils which
would control and plan the economy to produce
for human need. The authoritarian states like
Russia and China are not socialist but forms of
state capitalism where workers have no power.

What about elections and parliament?
Parliament, the army, the police and the courts
are institutions of the capitalist state that
maintain the dominance of the ruling class over
the rest of society. The capitalist state cannot
be taken over and used by the working class, it
must be smashed. Workers need to create their
own state based on workers councils.

While parliament can be a platform for
socialists, real change doesn’t come through
parliament. It is won by mass action in strikes,
protests and demonstrations.

We are internationalists
The struggle for socialism has no national
boundaries. We oppose everything that turns
workers from one country against those from
another; we campaign for solidarity with
workers in other countries.
We oppose borders and immigration
controls, and welcome migrants and refugees.
We oppose imperialism and support all

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

genuine national liberation struggles. We oppose
Australian nationalism.

Australia is an imperialist power established
through genocide on stolen Indigenous land. We
support the continuing struggles of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people for land,
justice and self-determination.

Oppression and liberation

We oppose sexism, racism, homophobia and
transphobia. We fight against all forms of
discrimination and the oppression of women,
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people,
migrants, and lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender
and intersex people. We oppose discrimination
against Muslims and people from the Middle
East.

Linking up the struggles

We are active building movements for
environmental and social change and economic
equality. We are active in our unions and work
to build the organisation and self-confidence

of the rank and file. We work to bring activists
together to strengthen each movement and build
a common struggle against capitalism.

Educate, agitate, organise

Socialism cannot be introduced from above, by
parliament or parties. The emancipation of the
working class is the act of the working class
itself.

Solidarity is an organisation of activists,
anti-capitalists and revolutionary socialists
committed to socialism from below. We are part
of the International Socialist Tendency.

A democratic revolutionary party is
necessary to deepen resistance to capitalism and
to build a movement to overthrow the system.
Solidarity members are beginning to build
such a party out of today’s struggles against the
system.
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Sydney Uni Vice-Chancellor Mark
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An Australian government insider
praises ambassador to the US, Kevin
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More millionaires
avoid tax

A TOTAL of 102 millionaires
managed to avoid paying any tax in
2021-22, despite earning an average
of $3.8 million each.

The number of them managing
to find deductions that reduced their
tax bill below zero grew from 66
the year before.

Donations to charity were their
largest single tax write-off, reducing
their taxable income by a combined
$240 million.

The rich had a bumper year,
with residents of Sydney’s exclu-
sive harbourside suburb of Double
Bay seeing their average taxable
incomes up almost $90,000 to
average $354,308. Perth’s wealthy
Peppermint Grove and Cottesloe
area was the country’s second
wealthiest, with an average income
of $295,283, up $65,000 on the
previous year.

Luxury car tax, charged only
on cars that cost over $69,000, also
jumped 11 per cent to $978 million.
Meanwhile those in the middle
on the median income made just
$53,000 in total.

Suspected farright
activists joining the
military

AT LEAST 16 Defence personnel
have been investigated over the past
two years over links with extremists
or white supremacists, according to
documents obtained by The Guard-
ian.

Nine of the cases, dating from
February 2022 to April 2024, are listed
as “pending” with another two still
“open”.

The outcome of the investigations
was not disclosed.

The Defence Force tightened its
vetting of potential recruits in October
2021, after concerns about infiltration
by the far right.

Last year The Age uncovered at
least three soldiers who had joined the
military after being involved with far
right white supremacist groups, includ-
ing Antipodean Resistance and the
National Socialist Network.

INSIDE THE SYSTEM

‘Mega-dramatic’ Israeli moves
towards annexing West Bank

An Israeli checkpoint in the West Bank Photo: Ronan
Shenhav’Flickr

ISRAEL HAS taken a major step towards outright annexation
of the occupied West Bank, transferring far-reaching legal
powers there from the military to civilian officials.

This shows Israel’s complete contempt for any peace pro-
cess—with the West Bank supposedly part of a future Palestin-
ian state—and that any “two state solution” is dead.

Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich, in a speech to hard-line
settlers that was secretly recorded and reported in the New York
Times, boasted that the moves were “mega-dramatic” and the
kind that “change a system’s DNA”.

“It’s a sort of revolution, transferring powers from the
military, with its legal obligation to consider the well-being of
occupied people, to those only committed to Israeli interests,”
human rights lawyer Michael Sfard explained.

Smotrich is a member of the far right Religious Zionism
party that sits in the governing coalition. But the moves in
the West Bank have the support of Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, who is “fully with us”, Smotrich said.

Smotrich is also the Minister in charge of administration of
the occupied West Bank.

He has rapidly expanded settlement construction, with last
year a record year both for expanding housing within settle-
ments and the construction of illegal settlement outposts. Plans
for another 6000 housing units were announced this month, as
well as the provision of government services to an existing 68
illegal outposts.

There are now almost half a million Israeli settlers living in
the West Bank, which has been under Israeli military occupa-
tion for almost 60 years.

Israel operates a regime of apartheid there, with Israeli set-
tlers governed under civilian law while Palestinians are subject
to draconian military law, and segregation where Palestinians
are generally banned from entering Israeli settlements.

Israeli settler violence has surged since October, with the
UN recording over 1000 attacks against Palestinians in the
West Bank.

Nearly 20 Palestinian families or communities have been
displaced from their farms, as settlers continue the process of
dispossession and land theft.

In April hundreds of settlers went on a violent rampage,
setting fires to homes, trees and cars, and murdering four Pal-
estinians including a paramedic. Israeli soldiers watched and
did nothing.

Handouts for rich
housing investors
surging

HOUSING INVESTORS will
pocket subsidies of $165 billion
over the next decade, new figures
from the Parliamentary Budget
Office show. That’s the combined
cost of negative gearing and the
capital gains tax discount claimed
for investment properties.

It’s almost double what they
cost the government over the last
ten years and will amount to almost
$23 billion a year by 2035. Two-
thirds of this goes to the top 20 per
cent of income earners.

These handouts will simply
push up the price of housing even
further. It’s government money that
could be going on building new
housing for low income earners,
instead of feathering the investment
portfolios of the rich.

Racist child
protection denies
request to connect
with culture

A 17-YEAR-OLD Indigenous
girl’s repeated requests to connect
with her Indigenous community
and heritage were refused after she
was removed from her family in
regional Victoria.

At a hearing in June, the Vic-
torian Coroner’s Court described
the failure to act on a letter she
wrote requesting this the “starkest
example” of her “lack of voice”
while being held in an Anglicare
residential care home and under the
charge of the Department of Fair-
ness, Families and Housing.

She took her own life after
cycling through seven different
out-of-home placements including
kinship care and residential care.

The girl had been separated
from her eight siblings when she
was removed from her family at age
13, and given no contact with them.

The coroner described this as a
product of, “the continuing system-
ic racism and paternalism inherent
in child protection work today that
must be identified, acknowledged
and resisted”.
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EDITORIAL

Payman’s stand shows pressure on Albanese over Gaza still growing

SENATOR FATIMA Payman’s resig-
nation shows that the pressure on the
Labor government over Gaza is still
growing. Payman has become a symbol
of the opposition to the genocide, and
her stand has helped push the argu-
ments in support of Palestine deeper
into society.

Israel is still killing scores of peo-
ple every day all across Gaza, ordering
civilians to evacuate areas across Gaza
City and Khan Younis, as it bombs
them again.

The actual death toll could now
exceed 186,000, a letter from experts in
the British medical journal The Lancet
has argued, including thousands dead
under the rubble and indirect deaths
from the breakdown of healthcare and
sanitation.

Payman has faced a torrent of
Islamophobia and abuse, after she said
the “pressure to conform to caucus
solidarity and toe the party line”, meant
“my conscience leaves me no choice”
but to leave Labor.

Labor MPs briefed the media that
the Muslim Senator told them she
was being “guided by God”, as if she
was some kind of religious fanatic. A
similar comment from a Christian MP
would never spark such attention.

Albanese tried to claim she had
been plotting her resignation for a
month, feeding unfounded claims that
she was working with Muslim groups
to set up a religious party.

It was Albanese’s efforts to sanc-
tion Payman that drove her out of the
party.

Payman told ABC’s Insiders she
did not intend the leave Labor, saying
she believed that, “I’ve upheld all the
values of what, as the Labor Party, we
should stand for”.

But after Payman indicated she
would cross the floor again to vote for
Palestine, Anthony Albanese banned
her indefinitely from the Labor cau-
cus—demanding she humiliate herself
by agreeing not to cross the floor again
if she wanted to return.

Payman’s resignation has meant the
scale of the anger over Labor’s backing
for the genocide is finally starting to
dawn on the media and the govern-
ment.

Labor is still claiming this is driven
by “misinformation” about its actions.
But its response to Payman shows that
it is using every tool at its disposal to
try to silence opposition.

It is still allowing the export of
parts for F-35 fighter jets to Israel,

feeding military intelligence to Israel
through the Pine Gap spy base, and
refuses to consider sanctions of any
kind to pressure Israel to end its war.

There has been a media frenzy
over the moves to run independent
candidates against Labor MPs in
Western Sydney and The Greens’
challenge in the seat of Wills in Mel-
bourne.

The five pro-Palestine indepen-
dents who won seats in the recent
British election reinforced this.

But it is the ongoing mass protests
and the organising for Gaza that has
sprung up in schools, universities,
among rank-and-file unionists, pickets

of MPs offices and in councils that has

been key to building pressure on the
government.

The next federal election could be
held next year—it’s far too urgent to
wait until then to land another blow
on Albanese.

Cracks in the labour movement
The support for Payman shows how
the genocide in Gaza is generating op-
position to Albanese inside the unions
and the Labor Party.

After she crossed the floor a
number of state Labor MPs and union
secretaries, such as the AMWU’s
Steve Murphy, CFMEU national
secretary Zach Smith and Victorian
Trades Hall secretary Luke Hilakari,
backed Payman.

Many of them noted that, in cross-
ing the floor to vote with The Greens
on recognising a Palestinian state,

Fatima Payman
visiting students
from the
Melbourne Uni
Gaza solidarity
encampment
Photo: Fatima
Payman /Meta

The scale of
the anger
over Labor’s
backing for
the genocide
is finally
starting to
dawn on the
government

Payman was voting in support of Labor
Party policy.

Payman’s stand shows why the
movement should welcome all those
within the unions and the Labor Party
who are prepared to defy Albanese and
speak out for Gaza. Shunning them un-
til they are prepared to cross the floor
or leave the party will only make them
feel more isolated and less willing to
take a stand.

The support Payman received from
the movement for Palestine and the
Muslim, Arab and Palestinian commu-
nities also helped embolden her to act.

She was rightly welcomed to speak
at the weekend rally for Palestine in
Perth on 8 June, after she spoke out to
declare Israel’s actions in Gaza a geno-
cide. Payman also visited the student en-
campments for Gaza at Melbourne Uni,
Sydney Uni and Curtin Uni in Perth.

She then went further, signalling
her support for recognising a Palestin-
ian state before crossing the floor to
vote for it.

There are many more inside the
unions and Labor who can be drawn
into the movement. As Payman herself
noted even as she announced her res-
ignation, she had received “immense
support” from “rank-and-file [Labor
Party] members, unionists and party
volunteers”.

The movement for Palestine still
needs to build far broader support, and
support in the unions in particular, to
mobilise the power necessary to force
an end to Albanese’s complicity with
Israel.
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PALESTINE

Fighting for Gaza after the end of Sydney Uni encampment

By Solidarity students Sydney Uni

NINE MONTHS since the start of
the genocide in Gaza, the horror still
grows day by day.

In Australia, Albanese has sided
with the Coalition to attack the Greens
for supporting pro-Palestine protests.
Foreign Minister Penny Wong ab-
surdly claims that Australia is making
“non-lethal” parts for the F-35 jets
Israel uses to bomb Gaza.

Although management did not
send in the cops, the student encamp-
ment at the University of Sydney
faced repression, as other encamp-
ments around Australia have, with
management sending “cease and de-
sist” letters to intimidate campers and
suspending two students for making
lecture announcements.

Although all encampments except
those at Canberra, Wollongong and
Newcastle have ended, the Palestine
movement has emerged stronger from
the experience. Inspired by the move-
ment in the US the encampments were
a symbol of defiance that captured the
imagination of the Palestine campaign
on, and off, campus.

The sit-in at Melbourne Uni was
the first to win any agreement for
disclosure and set a benchmark for the
encampments across the country.

At Sydney Uni, the Muslim Stu-
dents Association (SUMSA) squeezed
a few more crumbs out of manage-
ment, maintaining the camp even after
Students For Palestine undemocrati-
cally declared it was over. The Muslim
encampment officially ended on Friday
21 June—a week after S4P decamped.

Management have now said they
will start disclosing research ties with
weapons companies from July. They
have agreed to do more to combat
Islamophobia on campus and will con-
tinue to meet with Muslim community
leaders.

Management has also agreed to
make steps towards establishing an
Open Learning Environment exchange
unit called “Experience Palestine”
and will release a public statement
calling for a ceasefire and reaffirm the
importance of international law and
human rights.

Without a mass student and staff
movement on campus that makes busi-
ness as usual impossible for manage-
ment, we cannot expect more from
them.

We commend SUMSA for eking
out these further concessions from

Above: Some of
the 21 students

at Melbourne Uni
facing disciplinary
charges for their
rolein the sit-in for
Gaza on campus
Photo: Matt Hrkac

way from
winning our
demands that
Sydney Uni
cuts ties

management. But management will
do their upmost to delay and drop the
agreed concessions.

We are a long way from winning
our demands that Sydney Uni cuts ties
and end its research relationships with
companies such as Thales, Lockheed
Martin, and Safran.

But the camps have popularised the
aim of cutting ties with Israel and shone
a light on the role universities play for
military research. They’ve also shown
just how integrated our university is
with the government and how deter-

mined they are to maintain connections
to arms companies and to Israel.

We still need to build broader sup-
port if we going to disrupt “business
as usual” on the campus. That means
leaflets, lecture-bashing, forums and
rallies, and sit-ins and strikes with an
aim to win and involve wider layers of
students in the campaign. One impor-
tant step will be the Student General
Meeting early in second semester.

Every bit of resistance we build
on campus needs to have the aim of
strengthening this broader effort.

Universities crack down on
student protests for Palestine

MELBOURNE UNI has brought
misconduct charges against 21
students involved in the encampment
for Gaza and the sit-in at Mahmoud’s
Hall (the ArtsWest building).

They are facing either suspension
or expulsion from the university for
taking part in the protests.

The university has used CCTV
footage and students’ connection to
the wifi network as evidence they
took part in the sit-in—in breach of
previous privacy commitment and
possibly the law.

At least 150 people joined a
protest outside the first disciplinary
hearings on 10 July.

The effort to stamp out the
right to protest at universities has
already seen one student suspended
at Deakin Uni, with disciplinary
proceedings still ongoing against

another student at Deakin and a
number at Sydney Uni. Nine students
at Monash Uni and two students

at LaTrobe Uni facing misconduct
charges received only warnings from
the university.

At ANU, one student has been
expelled for standing in solidarity
with Palestinian armed resistance.

Sydney University has also
imposed a new Campus Access
Policy banning camping on univer-
sity grounds, protests inside build-
ings and requiring permission for
information stalls, putting up posters
or using megaphones and three days’
notice of any protests.

This all further shows university
managements’ commitment to their
ties with Israel and role in the weap-
ons industry—and why we need to
keep fighting to break them.

6
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PALESTINE

Israel fails to crush Gazaresistance after nine months of horror

By Adam Adelpour

ISRAEL HAS failed to achieve its
goal of eliminating Hamas after nine
months of war and the butchering of
38,000 Palestinians in Gaza.

Israel and its governing coalition
are in disarray amid huge protests.
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s
war cabinet was dissolved in May
amid increasing divisions. He and
key sections of his government see
expanding war into Lebanon as the
only way to stay in power.

Israel and Hezbollah have en-
gaged in tit-for-tat exchanges on the
Lebanese border since Israel began its
war in Gaza. But the push to escalate
war on Israel’s northern border is now
gathering pace.

In the first days of June Netanyahu
made a speech while visiting border
areas, saying, “We are prepared for
a very intense operation in the north.
One way or another, we will restore
security...”

Now there are signs that the
escalation on the northern border will
move to a new level.

On 23 June Netanyahu said the
end of the “intense phase” of the
war in Gaza was “very close” and
that Israel would begin to redeploy
some of its forces to the border with
Lebanon. The Israeli military said in
a statement, “operational plans for an
offensive in Lebanon were approved
and validated”.

Then in early July Israel assassi-
nated a senior Hezbollah Commander,
Muhammad Nimah Nasser, also
known as “Hajj Abu Nimah” through
an air strike in southern Lebanon.
Hezbollah responded by firing 200
rockets into Israel.

According to the Washington Post,
the US has promised continued sup-
port for Israel in a wider war, despite
making frantic diplomatic efforts to
avoid escalation.

Hezbollah inflicted a humiliat-
ing defeat on Israel in 2006, driving
them out of southern Lebanon. Their
military capability dwarfs that of
Hamas. They are reported to possess
130,000 rockets and missiles capable
of overwhelming Israel’s missile
defence systems.

Mass murder but no victory
Netanyahu has repeatedly pledged to
achieve “total victory” over Hamas. In
the face of intense pressure to secure
the release of Israeli hostages, he used

Above: Families in

Khan Younis fleeing

after the latest
evacuation orders
Photo: UNRWA

Hamas
regained
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Younisin
April after
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withdrew

the goal of eliminating Hamas to jus-
tify rejecting a new ceasefire proposal
in May.

But despite the massive destruc-
tion in Gaza Israel has failed to
achieve this goal.

Hamas re-gained control over the
southern city of Khan Younis in April
after Israeli forces withdrew. Israel
announced its withdrawal following
fierce resistance and only days after a
Hamas operation reportedly killed 14
Israeli soldiers. Israel has now issued
another mass evacuation order, telling
250,000 displaced people to leave as
it renews its attacks.

Israel has also had to launch new
attacks in Gaza City’s Shuja’iyya
neighbourhood, where Hamas re-as-
serted control after Israeli withdrawal,
and has faced continuing resistance in
Jabalia in the north of Gaza.

The Times of Israel reports Mi-
chael Milshtein, a former colonel in
Israeli military intelligence, saying,
“There is no vacuum in Gaza, Hamas
is still the prominent power”. Hamas’
People’s Protection Committees
openly patrol the streets of Rafah.

Stress

The protracted war in Gaza and the
failure to defeat Hamas is widening
fractures inside Israel.

Israel’s military has increasingly
contradicted Netanyahu’s promise
of total victory. In June the Israel
Defense Forces’ top spokesman said
“Hamas is an idea” and can’t be
eliminated.

The losses inflicted on Israel’s
military are considerable. From 7
October onwards they have reported

679 deaths and 4086 casualties and
counting. Some other reports suggest
injuries nearly double those of official
statistics.

The New York Times published a
damning article based on statements
and interviews with Israeli military of-
ficials, reporting, “Nearly nine months
into a war that Israel did not plan for, its
army is short of spare parts, munitions,
motivation and even troops”.

It continues, saying, “In an army
largely reliant on reservists, some are
on their third tour of duty since Oc-
tober” and that “Fewer reservists are
reporting for duty”. Because of these
pressures the Times says “Israel’s mili-
tary leadership wants a ceasefire with
Hamas in case a bigger war breaks out
in Lebanon.”

A Supreme Court decision ending
exemptions from compulsory military
service for Israel’s million-strong
ultra-Orthodox community has now
also sparked angry protests.

Israel has succeeded in destroy-
ing Gaza and slaughtering immense
numbers of civilians. But with this has
come growing political instability and
international isolation.

The outcome of recent negotiations
in Egypt remains to be seen. If Netan-
yahu remains intransigent it will mean
more division and instability, and make
an attack on Lebanon more likely.

Israel’s growing crisis shows why
it is right to support resistance and
the necessity of a movement power-
ful enough to stop the US and other
Western countries arming Israel. This
support is what enables it to inflict ter-
ror on Gaza and threaten to spread the
carnage to Lebanon.
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SCHOOLS

Children the losers as theright fights its reading wars

CIf T adenT Helper

By Lucy Honan

AS TF relishing his power to demor-
alise teachers and take the crisis in
schools to new lows, Victorian Educa-

tion Minister Ben Carroll has joined npatial  indurmaion
other state and federal education min- et s
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isters throwing their weight behind the
right-wing of the reading wars.

In June, Carroll announced to the
media that the solution to declining
literacy test scores was mandatory
“systematic synthetic phonics” and
“explicit teaching”.

Systematic synthetic phonics is
a highly programmatic method of
“instructing” children to read, that
prioritises abstract decoding skills,
divorced from meaningful and engag-
ing literature.

Some principals of public primary
schools in Melbourne who have al-
ready adopted this model have ditched
picture books, and only let children
choose books from the library to
read for pleasure “if we are satisfied
they know all the 44 phonemes in the
language”.

To the relief, and surprise, of many
union members, the Australian Educa-
tion Union (AEU) Victoria immedi-
ately advised members not to comply
with the minister’s announcement.

It condemned the new policy as
a manoeuvre that distracted from
the chronic underfunding of public
schools and that would result in “more
workload, less autonomy, and less
respect for the profession (and) will
simply drive more people to leave”.

Literacy rates cannot be divorced
from class. As the government’s own
testing regime shows, students from
the most disadvantaged backgrounds
are ten times more likely to have
reading skills below the previously-
used NAPLAN “national minimum
standard” than students from the most
advantaged backgrounds.

One in six children are living in
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poverty in Victoria and the vast major-
ity of these children are educated

in the severely underfunded public shortage of

school system. data from

The Victorian state government
funds public schools at only 65.9 per the US that
cent instead of the current state gov- show no
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the School Resource Standard.
Related to this is the staffing crisis,
exacerbated by below-inflation wage
rises, with the Victorian government
predicting a shortfall of more than 5000
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teachers over the next four years. Areas

with highest teacher vacancy rates cor-
relate with the highest poverty rates.

Conservative model

But literacy and learning is also
political. Systematic synthetic phonics
and the prioritisation of “explicit
instruction” is the reassertion of a
conservative educational philosophy
that assumes the learner receives the
standard set of knowledge passively,
and that education programs need ever
more standardisation and tests.

The elevation of these strategies
is of a piece with Federal Education
Minister Jason Clare’s plan to enforce
mandatory core content for teacher
education.

The right-wing Institute of Public
Affairs and the Centre for Independent
Studies reliably repeat their “back
to basics” mantra whenever students
and teachers start using classrooms
to discuss Palestine, climate change
or anything that deviates from ruling
class interests.

Systematic synthetic phonics
requires the distortion of language
and texts into flattened chunks to be
uploaded into the student, and requires
the teacher to plough through a pro-
gram, not to be “distracted” (respon-
sive) to the literacy needs and interests
of their class.

Success is measured in Year 1
standardised tests that ask students to
“read” nonsense words, like “jound”,
to show that they aren’t relying on
their recognition of actually meaning-
ful words.

And despite the repetition of
unequivocal claims that systematic
synthetic phonics “works”, there is

®
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no shortage of data from the US that
show no improvement to reading
scores where it has been implemented.

Unsurprisingly, reading scores
declined as much as 50 per cent where
culturally responsive practices and
bilingual whole language models were
replaced by mandated English-only
phonics instruction for a Navajo Na-
tion school.

And a meta-analysis from the UK
concluded: “Our analyses of the PISA
data suggest that teaching reading in
England has been less successful since
the introduction of more emphasis
on synthetic phonics ... there is little
evidence to suggest that a synthetic
phonics first-and-foremost orientation
to national curricula is likely to be the
most effective orientation.”

The AEU’s opposition to Carroll’s
announcement was a bolt from the
blue for far too many teachers, who
have been made to feel individually
responsible for the social and educa-
tional crises in their classrooms.

Union leaders faced some
backlash from members and by
the following Monday a bulletin to
members signalled retreat; the union
had just been seeking “time to be
consulted about what the Minister has
announced, the timeline for changes,
and the support to be provided”.

It will take campaigning and
action to re-establish the power of
progressive teacher politics. Teachers
and School Staff for Palestine groups
contain core rank-and-file leaders who
can lead that fight; they know that we
cannot let the right dictate to us how
to teach, what to teach, or how to dis-
tribute the resources to teach with.
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CLIMATE CHANGE

Dutton’s nuclear power plan aims to extend coal power

By Jack Stubley

COALITION LEADER Peter Dutton
has attempted to breathe new life into
nuclear power as a serious energy
policy option.

He claims his idea to build seven
nuclear plants around the country, the
first of them by 2035, is the way to cut
energy emissions and tackle climate
change. But his real aim is to extend
the use of coal and gas.

Despite his assertions, nuclear
energy would cost far more than
renewables, especially without any
pre-existing nuclear energy industry
in Australia. Remarkably, Dutton
backs government investment and
ownership of nuclear power plants to
get them built.

Establishing nuclear energy
plants by 2035 would be technically
unprecedented not to mention the
anti-nuclear state and federal legisla-
tion that would need to be overturned.
Most experts say it’s impossible.

Dutton also claimed renewables
are the source of wholesale electric-
ity price increases and warnings of
potential energy shortages. In reality,
a mix of outages at ageing coal power
stations and gas price increases caused
by the Ukraine war, were to blame.
The main reason for the concern over
future energy shortages is the slowing
in investment and construction of
renewables.

Dutton’s pro-nuclear arguments
are part of a broader attack on renew-
able energy and rejection of action
on climate change. The facts are that
renewables are cheaper, quicker, as
reliable, and more carbon-efficient
than nuclear power. Additionally,
Dutton’s proposed modular nuclear
reactor technology isn’t commercially
available and would still produce
radioactive waste.

However, it is Labor’s renew-
able failures and the AUKUS nuclear
submarine deal that have allowed this
ridiculous nuclear “debate” back into
Australian politics. AUKUS, currently
billed at $368 billion, is not only
a waste of money but necessitates
nuclear technology and workforce
development in Australia.

Labor’s commitment to AUKUS
has legitimised the nuclear industry
generally, and includes agreement to
store nuclear waste from US and Brit-
ish vessels here, making it more dif-
ficult for Labor to argue that nuclear
power is unsafe.

Above: A
decommissioned
nuclear power

plant where nuclear
waste still sits in
Californiaon the
Pacific coast Photo:
songscommunity.com

The infrastructure for these

submarines is already threatening to
displace renewables projects. At Port
Kembla, the space for a proposed off-
shore wind farm, which would be the
biggest in the southern hemisphere, is
threatened by a proposed submarine
base. Union and community mobili-
sation has forced the government to
reconsider.

Extending fossil fuels

The goal of Dutton’s pro-nuclear
crusade is to defend fossil fuels. The
timeline for building nuclear plants
would require expanding gas fields
and extending the life of existing coal
plants. This is because even Dutton
admits some of them wouldn’t come
online until the 2040s.

Keeping coal plants operating
would require government subsidies,
as seen for the Eraring power station
where the NSW state government is
providing up to $225 million a year to
keep it running.

Proving its contempt for climate
action, the Coalition would scrap
Australia’s 2030 emissions reduction
target and withdraw from the Paris

Dutton’s Agreement.
pro-nuclear This is all a free kick for Labor to
arguments prels]ent iltself as t}llg onlly maj o; party
with a plan to tackle climate change,
are part of distracting attention from Labor’s
an attackon ongoing criminal expansion of coal
renewable and gas projects.
energy and Labor has committed under its
. “Future Gas Strategy” to continuing
actionon .
) the approval of further gas projects.
climate Last month saw federal approval of a
change new gas pipeline in Queensland meant

to operate until 2064 and co-owned by

Gina Rinehart.

The Victorian Labor government
also approved the first new gas project
since 2014, near Port Campbell on
the Great Ocean Road. The NT Labor
government gave environmental ap-
proval for a new fracking project in
the Beetaloo Basin. Federal Environ-
ment Minister Tanya Plibersek could
call in the project for another assess-
ment, but has so far refused to do so.

Similarly, in the Pilliga/Narrabri
where Santos is attempting to overturn
Indigenous native title for new gas
wells, Labor state and federal govern-
ments refuse to intervene, despite the
power to do so. Meanwhile, Labor
is delaying new federal environmen-
tal protection laws that would force
climate change to be considered when
approving mining projects.

The failure of Labor’s climate
action plan is due to its reliance on
private renewables investment, which
has been slower than expected. Labor
should use public investment and
ownership of renewable energy to
ensure it is built—instead of attacking
the Liberals for proposing government
ownership of energy.

The climate movement needs a
strategic orientation towards winning
workers and unions to fight for these
demands.

This requires fighting for a “just
transition”, demanding a state-funded
renewables grid with guaranteed union
jobs and retraining for fossil fuel
workers as fast as possible.

It will take workers going on strike
and people in the streets taking up
demands for 100 per cent renewables
and guaranteed green union jobs.
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REPORTS

Kenya protests win
concessions after
protesters shot down

AT LEAST 39 people have been shot
dead as a wave of mass protests in
Kenya have forced the government
of President William Ruto to scrap its
planned Finance Bill 2024.

The bill would have increased
taxes on daily items for Kenyan work-
ers who are already battling a cost-of-
living crisis. With the bill defeated,
protesters are now taking aim at the
corrupt government; back in the streets
with a new slogan: Ruto Must Go.

The protests began on 18 June as
thousands of mainly young workers
and urban poor took to the streets in
the capital, Nairobi, and other cities.
The protests escalated after parliament
approved the bill. Hundreds of thou-
sands mobilised across the country.
Protesters in Nairobi stormed parlia-
ment and set part of it on fire.

In response, Ruto unleashed the
full force of the state. By early July,
270 had been arrested, 361 injured and
at least 39 killed, the youngest just 12.

One protester told Reuters, “People
are dying in the streets and the only
thing Ruto can talk about is money.
We are not money. We are people ... if
he can’t care about his people then we
don’t need him in that chair.”

Ruto promised a government run
in the interests of “hustlers”—ordi-
nary Kenyan workers. But nine out of
ten Kenyans are earning the same or
less than at the start of the pandemic,
while prices have continued to rise.

Kenya is saddled with an $82 bil-
lion debt. Urged on by the Internation-
al Monetary Fund, Ruto is determined
to make workers pay the price.

Ruto’s relationship with the West
runs deep. Kenya is the only major
non-NATO ally in sub-Saharan Africa.

His government has backed the
West in Ukraine, participated in the US-
led response to Houthi attacks in the
Red Sea and sent 1000 police to Haiti to
support a US-backed intervention.

The US wants Kenya as a relatively
stable ally to counter Chinese and Rus-
sian influence. US troops had to with-
draw from Niger and Chad this year
after their respective militaries came to
power and began favouring Russia.

The protests have stopped the fi-
nance bill and seriously shaken Ruto’s
government. But to topple Ruto and
bring more fundamental change, the
protest movement will need to focus
more decisively on strikes and the
power of the organised working class.
Angus Dermody

Eleven years of refugee torture, enough!

By Ian Rintoul

ELEVEN YEARS ago, on 19 July
2013, the then Labor Prime Minister,
Kevin Rudd, announced that the gov-
ernment had struck a deal to transfer
all asylum-seekers who arrived by
boat to Manus Island in PNG. A simi-
lar deal was signed with Nauru on 3
August 2013.

Those agreements determined
that any refugees sent offshore would
never be resettled in Australia and
marked the beginning of what is now
internationally known as the Austra-
lia Solution. Anthony Albanese was
Deputy Prime Minister.

Eleven years later, about 50
refugees and asylum-seekers (about
90 people altogether, including the
partners and children of 18 families)
are still being held in PNG.

For the past ten months the Labor
government has turned a blind eye to
their suffering as they have been left
without income, food, electricity or
medical support.

Ten of the refugees are too men-
tally unwell to engage with UNHCR
officials to be considered for resettle-
ment in New Zealand.

The Albanese government has
refused every request for them to be
medically transferred to Australia,
insisting that an agreement between
Morrison and PNG signed in De-
cember 2021 meant that Australia no
longer had any responsibility for the

Above: Refugeesin
detention on Nauru
in 2016

The number
of refugees
on Nauru
has grown to
100, as Labor
maintains
offshore
detention

refugees.

Over the past ten months, refugee
supporters have raised tens of thou-
sands of dollars to ensure refugees did
not go hungry.

Despite numerous appeals, Labor
did nothing.

Now the Albanese government
has announced that a renewed fund-
ing deal will be struck to support the
refugees.

But there are no details and the
deal reiterates that the refugees will
never be resettled in Australia. Yet
about 18 of them have no third country
resettlement pathway.

Meanwhile, the number of refu-
gees on Nauru has grown to 100, as
Labor maintains offshore detention
of asylum-seekers who arrive by
boat.

They, too, have no resettlement
pathway and are facing a decade or
more of offshore detention. They are
not eligible under the resettlement deal
with New Zealand.

And an ABC report has revealed
that in the last weeks of June Labor
turned asylum-seeker boats back to
Indonesia.

Albanese once said Labor would
be “tough on borders without being
weak on humanity” but that’s a lie.

Labor is working overtime to
re-establish a regime of indefinite
detention.

Labor’s border protection policies
need to be fought just as hard as those
of Dutton and the Liberals.
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British Labour takes office but little enthusiasm on show

By James Supple

LABOUR WON a big majority in
Britain’s election on 4 July after 14
years of Tory rule. But it was far from
a vote of confidence in the party under
leader Sir Keir Starmer. The results
saw a surge towards the racist far right
Reform UK party while pro-Palestine
independents won five seats.

Despite an almost 20 per cent
swing against the Tories, Labour’s
share of the vote rose by just 1.7 per
cent, with only one third of voters
backing them. And much of this was
due to gains in Scotland, where the
Scottish National Party vote collapsed.

In a further example of the rise of
the racist right, Reform UK took 14.3
per cent of the vote and five seats,
including a seat for party leader Nigel
Farage. This follows the successes for
France’s fascist National Rally, the
Alternative for Germany and other far
right parties across Europe.

The anger at the Tories and lack of
enthusiasm for Labor allowed Farage
to dominate the campaign. Some early
polls even had Reform UK ahead
of the Tories, and the party finished
second in 103 seats.

Reform UK called for a freeze on
“non-essential immigration”, blaming
migrants for the declining health sys-
tem and the lack of affordable hous-
ing. Farage said he wanted the poll to
be “the immigration election”.

For years the Tories and La-
bor have promoted racism against
refugees and migrants in an attempt
to boost their own support. Farage is
simply taking this one step further.

Outgoing Tory Prime Minis-
ter Rishi Sunak promised to “stop
the boats” in a racist scare against
refugees, attempting to send them to
Rwanda in imitation of the Australian
government’s detention of refugees on
Manus Island and Nauru.

The Tories launched a vile racist
ad featuring people rolling out a red
carpet to refugee boats, claiming this
would be “Labour’s approach to il-
legal immigration”.

As the Tories announced a new
cap on migrant visas Labour leader
Sir Keir Starmer tried to outdo them
saying, “Read my lips—I will bring
immigration numbers down.”

Independents for Gaza

Labour also lost votes on its left due
to its backing for Israel’s genocide in
Gaza.

Above: Labour
leader Sir Keir
Starmer has set out
aright-wing agenda
Photo: Keir Starmer/
Flickr
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for Anthony
Albanese
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consequences
of his own
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in Israel’s
genocide

Jeremy Corbyn, running as an
independent after the former leader
was expelled from the Labour Party,
convincingly defeated a Labour can-
didate. He said he ran for those who
“want something different” and want
to see a government that, “will search
for peace not war, and not allow the
terrible conditions to go on that are
happening in Gaza”.

Independent Andrew Feinstein
came second running against Sir Keir
Starmer, taking 19 per cent as the
Labour leader’s vote fell by half.

A Labour shadow minister,
Jonathan Ashworth, lost his seat to pro-
Palestine independent Shockat Adam,
despite a previous majority of 22,000
votes. The Green Party also won three
new seats, increasing its total to four. In
two of them it ran prominently on Gaza.

Many of the independent victo-
ries were in areas with large Muslim
populations. But as the votes for
Corbyn, Andrew Feinstein and other
independents show the impact of Gaza
and the mass movement for Palestine
was far wider.

There is a message in this for
Anthony Albanese about the con-
sequences of his own complicity in
Israel’s genocide.

After 14 years of savage cuts
to services and the health system
under the Tory government, there is
a widespread desire for change. But
Labour promised little, with Starmer
sending signals it would keep the rich
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and powerful on side, saying the party
was “pro-business” and the “party of
wealth creation”.

It plans a global investment
summit in its first 100 days and has
already held meetings with banks
including BlackRock, Lloyds Banking
Group and HSBC to discuss infra-
structure deals.

Labour pledged not to increase
taxes on corporations or the rich,
limiting its ability to restore health
funding or roll out renewable energy.

Instead its manifesto dumped
earlier promises on the use of private
contractors in the National Health
Service, affordable housing and green
infrastructure spending.

Just the like Albanese government
here, British Labour wants to govern
in the interests of big business and the
ruling class.

This means there is a serious
danger of further far right advances
as disillusionment in the new Labour
government inevitably spreads. Al-
ready fascist Tommy Robinson, who
called for a vote for Reform UK, has
called a protest in London.

There needs to be a union fight-
back to force the new government to
end austerity policies, tax the rich and
tear up the anti-union laws. Mobilisa-
tions against racism and over Palestine
are also set to continue. These move-
ments outside parliament are the key
to pushing back racism and forcing
real change.
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CAN THE RISE OF FRANCE’S
FASCISTS BE STOPPED?

Despite the fascists’ failure to take governmentin France, they will continue rising if the

left relies on electoral deals to halt them, argues Cooper Forsyth

PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS in
France saw a widely anticipated vic-
tory for the far right thwarted, with the
New Popular Front, an electoral alli-
ance of four left-wing parties, coming
out on top with 180 seats.

In second place, President Em-
manuel Macron’s neoliberal Ensemble
alliance won 168 seats, with the far-
right National Rally (RN) third with
143 seats.

The results are a blow to the far
right, who were expected to come
first following their success in the
European parliamentary elections and
strong lead in the first round of voting.
It shows that most people in France
are unwilling to accept a fascist party
in government.

The victory belongs to the 800,000
people who took to the streets last
month against the RN and then cam-
paigned against them.

The massive voter turnout, up to
67 per cent, compared to 46 per cent
for the parliamentary elections in 2022
and 43 per cent in 2017, is a testament
to the determination to prevent the RN
coming to power.

Macron hoped that the possibility
of a far-right government would rally
voters to his side. Instead, the French
public used the election to vent their
anger about cost of living, the geno-
cide in Gaza and repeated attacks by
Macron’s government on the working
class.

But there can be no complacency
about the threat of the far right.

The RN continued its meteoric
rise, increasing its vote from 88 to 143
seats. Leader Marine Le Pen declared
that victory had only been “delayed”.
She recognised that, “The tide is ris-
ing. It did not rise high enough this
time but it is continuing to rise.”

Without an outright majority, the
New Popular Front will have to col-
laborate with Macron’s party in order
to govern.

This will mean more attacks on
the working class and concessions to
racism and Islamophaobia.

The danger is that this allows the

RN to continue to present itself as the
only alternative to the failing political
system.

The rise of the RN

The RN, formerly the National Front,
has its roots in the fascist movement
and is still run by committed Nazis.

Following the defeat of fascism in
the Second World War, and the rela-
tive stability of capitalism, the precur-
sors to the National Front argued that
for fascism to become relevant again,
it would have to distance itself from
the legacies of Hitler and Mussolini.
Organising armed fascist gangs would
not be their immediate path to power
as it was in the 1930s.

Instead, a turn towards an elector-
al front would help fascism break out
of its “ghetto” and reach wider layers
of support in order to “transform them
in our image”, as the fascist organisa-
tion Jeune Nation argued.

This approach laid the foundation
for the National Front. It modelled its
structure on the fascist French Popu-
lar Party of the 1930s and 1940s, but
focused its platform on immigration
rather than racial purity.

It was the rise of Islamophobia
and anti-migrant racism, in response
to the war on terror after the Sep-
tember 11 Twin Tower attacks, as
well as an attempt to gain consent for
an unpopular neoliberal economic
agenda, that legitimised the National
Front’s politics and brought it into the
mainstream.

At the same time it maintained
links to violent racist thugs and
sought to build a fascist core inside
the party.

The rise of Islamophobia coin-
cided with a collapse in job security
and living standards for working class
people.

Islamophobia was the key way
successive governments were able to
maintain legitimacy, deflecting the
blame for economic misery onto im-
migrants and Muslims.

The FN’s idea of creating harsher
punishments for some crimes, when

Therise of
mainstream
Islamophobia
and anti-
migrant
racism
legitimised
the National
Front’s politics

they are committed by foreign or dual
nationals, was taken up first by right-
wing president Nicholas Sarkozy. This
was continued under the Socialist
Party presidency of Francois Hollande
between 2012 and 2017.

At the time, Le Pen gloated,
“When you see ... a President of the
Republic take up the Front National’s
measures, there’s an astonishing as-
pect to this, an homage to the FN.”

After the 2015 Islamic State terror
attacks, Hollande tried to whip up
nationalist and Islamophobic senti-
ment under the guise of “republican-
ism” and “secularism”, organising a
“republican march against terrorism”.
This went hand in hand with attacks
on the working class.

As France-based socialist Jad Bou-
haroun put it: “It was in this context,
when it appeared as if a police state
had suddenly descended upon society
and filled the air with a deafening
chauvinistic and Islamophobic racket,
that Hollande launched his frontal at-
tack against the working class with the
‘El Khomri’ labour law.”

This legacy of the Socialist Party
in particular, in both conceding to Is-
lamophobia and implementing attacks
on the working class has produced
rising support for the RN.

An Ipsos poll shortly before the
first round of the elections found
a majority (54 per cent) of people
who self-identify as “disadvantaged”
backed the RN. The far-right party
also secured the highest share of the
“popular class” vote (38 per cent),
three percentage points ahead of the
left-wing coalition.

It also found that, “Most voters
who said they barely make ends meet
or rely on savings and/or loans to
get by (41 per cent and 46 per cent
respectively) backed the RN ahead of
its left-wing rivals.”

Frédéric Micheau, deputy manag-
ing director of pollster OpinionWay,
explained this as a result of “a feeling
of abandonment and betrayal” the
left-wing electorate feels towards the
Socialist Party.
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This should serve as a warning
for the resurgent New Popular Front.
As part of the NPF, the Socialist Party
won 59 seats.

Ironically, the success of the NPF
has helped to resuscitate the Socialist
Party. But it was the Socialist Party
in government which discredited the
left and helped to pave the way for the
fascists.

Macron in power

Macron’s government bears respon-
sibility for the further rise of the RN.
As support for the mainstream left
and right parties collapsed, Macron
sold himself as “neither right nor
left”, claiming to represent something
different.

But far from overcoming the
inequality between rich and poor,
Macron has consistently sided with
the rich, pushing through neoliberal
reforms and attacking the working
class, while at the same time making
more and more concessions to the rac-
ism of the National Rally.

Macron made his reputation
in crushing the Yellow Vest move-
ment that challenged neoliberalism
beginning in 2018. He encouraged a
violent crackdown on protesters and
introduced state laws to prosecute
those who filmed the grotesque police
violence.

He bypassed parliament to ram
through increases to the pension age,
in spite of massive national dem-
onstrations and strikes by unions in
France, which were met again with a
brutal police crackdown.

In 2021, he introduced racist laws
such as the “anti-separatist law” which
introduced a swathe of attacks on
Muslims, including a ban on women
under 18 wearing the headscarf in
public.

In December last year, he passed
an anti-immigration bill which slashes
social services and makes it much
easier to deport immigrants. Le Pen
claimed this as an “ideological vic-
tory” for her own anti-immigration
platform.

This is the context for the National
Rally’s large gains in recent months’
European and parliamentary elections.

Collaboration with the right
Ultimately, electoral efforts will not
stop the rise of the RN.

Behind the success in the second
round is an agreement between the
NPE, including its most left-wing
section the France Unbowed party
led by Jean-Luc Melenchon, and
Macron’s party, where the party

ArallyinLyons,
France against
the fascistsin
June Photo: Franck
Chapolard/Alamy
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that had run third in each seat in the
first round of voting stepped down
to allow the other a better chance of
winning.

But this saw the left give its back-
ing to the very politicians who have
paved the way for the RN.

Among those the France Unbowed
candidates stood aside for were former
prime minister Elisabeth Borne, who
repeatedly attacked the conditions of
unemployed workers and backed the
cops as they brutalised protesters after
the police murder of Nahel M a year
ago.

Another was interior minister
Gerald Darmanin, whose name is as-
sociated with the most viscous, racist
and Islamophobic laws under Macron.
He has even attacked the RN from
the right, claiming they are “soft on
Islam”.

It is likely the new government
will be an alliance between the NPF
and Macron’s party. This will discredit
the NPF as the left again supports a
government forcing through attacks on
living standards.

Driving back the fascists requires
a movement outside parliament that
insists they are not a legitimate party
and brands and exposes them as
Nazis to undermine their electoral
support.

And their attempts to hold meet-
ings, campaign in local shopping areas
or hold rallies need to be confronted.

Anti-fascist movements in Greece
and Britain that used these tactics have

N

been able to defeat fascist parties such
as the British National Front, the Brit-
ish National Party and Golden Dawn
in Greece.

Alongside this a mass anti-
racist movement is needed to defend
migrants, end police violence and
demand the repeal of Islamophobic
and anti-migrant laws.

Even the NPF has failed to make
fighting racism a priority, since sec-
tions of it support racism. The Com-
munist Party leader Fabien Roussel,
for instance, has said that France’s
borders are “sieves” and demanded
more police at the borders.

The unions also have a respon-
sibility to wage a more serious fight
against attacks on workers’ wages
and living conditions and, crucially,
to combat the racism that is used to
divide the working class.

The union leaders gave up the fight
over raising the pension age last year
far too easily. A union movement win-
ning clear victories would show that
class struggle can improve workers’
lives—as an alternative to racism and
voting for the RN.

But, as French socialist Denis
Godard has put it, “The situation is
far from hopeless. The fascist gangs
are growing, but they can’t put tens of
thousands on the streets. The left and
the unions can put hundreds of thou-
sands on the streets and could mobilise
millions.”

The urgent task of the left is to
build this fight.
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WHY ARE UNION LEADERS
DRAGGING THEIR FEET
OVER PALESTINE?

Chris Breen examines why most union leaders still haven’t mobilised their members to
support Palestine, despite the efforts at rank-and-file action

ISRAEL AND its partners in genocide
are more isolated than ever.

Mass protests and student encamp-
ments have lit a spark of growing
consciousness about the genocide and
Australia’s role it, but it is workers
who have the industrial power to make
calls to stop military trade with Israel
a reality.

Although still weak in many re-
spects, the ACTU peak union body has
issued a statement calling for an end
to all military trade with Israel. The
union movement is on record oppos-
ing companies in Australia doing work
on the F-35 fighter jets being used
in Gaza. The CFMEU has called for
Australia to immediately ban military
trade with Israel, including dual-use
devices.

Rank-and-file groups for Palestine
have sprung up in dozens of unions.
Many unions have had official contin-
gents at the rallies for Palestine, and
Maritime Union officials were arrested
at Port Botany in protests to blockade
Israeli ZIM ships.

But why have official calls to end
military trade taken so long? And why
are unions yet to seriously mobilise
their membership for the rallies for
Palestine, let alone take industrial ac-
tion to enforce bans on weapons trade
with Israel?

The extent of horror in Gaza has
been clear from October, and certainly
since the “plausible genocide” ruling
by the International Court of Justice
on 26 January.

Yet most union leaders have been
dragging their feet and blocking ac-
tion.

To see why it is important to
understand that union leaders occupy
a distinct social position that encour-
ages conservatism. The paid officials
who run the unions are a negotiating
layer, removed from the pressures of
the workplace. Senior officials are
usually on substantially better wages
and conditions than the workers they

represent.

To keep their positions they have
to be somewhat responsive to work-
ers’ demands, since they can ultimate-
ly be removed by their members in
union elections. To have any bargain-
ing power, they need to be prepared
at least to threaten industrial action on
occasion. But their role as profession-
al negotiators means they see their
rightful place as at the bargaining
table rather than the picket line.

There is a difference between left
and right officials, especially where
officials have recently been elected
out of a wave of strike action.

The NSW leadership of the Mari-
time Union, who are on the left, have
put their bodies on the line in the fight
to shut down ZIM shipping.

On the other hand, the NSW
secretary of the Health Services
Union, Gerard Hayes from the Labor
Right, met the Israeli ambassador. He
claimed that the union didn’t want to
take a side and supported a two-state
solution. But meeting the ambassador
while genocide is taking place was
taking a side.

Hayes’ statement also condemned
“the savage Hamas attacks on Israeli
civilians” while merely calling on
Israel to be “be more focused” on
preventing civilian casualties.

But all officials can come to see
strikes as a nuisance and the mobili-
sation of workers, and rank-and-file
democracy, as a threat to their posi-
tion and the resources of the union,
especially when anti-union laws carry
heavy fines.

The union movement today is also
far weaker than in the past. Union
militancy has been in retreat for sev-
eral decades. Far fewer unions take
serious industrial action even around
their own immediate demands for
wages and conditions, let alone over
wider political issues like Palestine.

This often leads to a strategy
of lobbying Labor governments or

Unions provide
democratic
structures
that allow
workers

to make
arguments
that counter
the distortions

employers to deliver, rather than
mobilising members. Some union
leaders have been reluctant to call out
state or federal Labor governments’
complicity in Israel’s genocide for fear
of disrupting what they perceive as a
cosy bargaining relationship.

Trade union leaders set up the
Labor Party. Today union leaders still
control half the votes at Labor Party
conferences and often climb into the
ranks of Labor MPs.

Because union leaders look to
Labor to form the federal govern-
ment, they associate with the “national
interest” of Australia’s rulers. That can
act as a brake on mobilising around
issues like Gaza, that raise radical and
embarrassing questions about the role
of the Australian state.

Ultra-leftism

Union officials’ conservatism means
they have held back from taking a
stronger stand over Gaza. But their
response also shows they are not yet
under sufficient pressure from rank-
and-file union members to force them
to act on the issue.

Given the limited, vacillating and
occasionally completely reactionary
positions of some union leaders on
Gaza, it is sometimes tempting for
activists to simply denounce union
leaders or to ask if they would be bet-
ter off organising outside the unions.
But this would leave activists cut off
from a key audience. Despite union
decline, there are still 1.4 million
union members in Australia today.

Despite many bureaucratic restric-
tions, unions still provide some of the
only democratic structures that allow
workers to make arguments that coun-
ter the ruling class distortions. At the
Australian Nurses and Midwives Fed-
eration (ANMF) delegates conference
in Victoria at the end of June, ANMF
for Palestine members argued for
the union to join the Boycott Divest-
ment and Sanctions campaign against
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Israel. The motion lost narrowly, but
in the debate and at the stall that fol-
lowed, the pro-Palestine rank-and-file
members made important arguments
directly to workplace delegates about
why it’s not antisemitic to oppose
Israel, and signed up new union activ-
ists to the campaign.

The possibility of any serious
workers’ industrial action for Gaza
relies on winning over large numbers
of those union members to action. A
radical minority cannot take success-
ful industrial action on its own. Union
bans at the ports, for example, would
require the support of the majority of
the workforce.

Unlike Labor Party leaders, work-
ers, whatever their current political
consciousness, have no interest in
maintaining imperialism or cover-
ing up genocide. They can be won to
supporting Palestine. That then forces
union officials to either give some
voice to Palestine or to lose influence
among radicalising members of their
unions.

Successes

Pro-Palestine unionists working within
the unions are gaining wider support,
showing how organising by union
rank-and-file members can shift union
leaders into some forms of action. This
requires working with union lead-

ers and officials where possible and
organising against them when it’s not.

Activists in Teachers and School
Staff for Palestine pushed the NSW
Teachers Federation to bring its flags
to Palestine rallies, when it originally
refused on the basis that they didn’t
want to be smeared as antisemitic.

Teacher activists are mobilising to
defend the right to discuss Palestine
in schools and in NSW successfully
moved motions for the union to back
the wearing of the keffiyeh at work. In
Victoria, rank-and-file teacher action
has meant the union leaders are taking
their own pro-Palestine motions to the
state conference in July.

There is still much more to be
done. While the union has responded
to pressure it has also sought to
limit that response. For instance, the
NSWTF brings union flags to most
rallies for Palestine but limits the
emails it sends to members to the
hundred or so in the Peace Special
Interest Group.

NSWTF officials organised well
publicised public forums about the
Voice in most teachers’ associations
but haven’t done so about Gaza. The
Voice, a symbolic move designed
to avoid real change, was pushing

what ALP leaders wanted while Gaza

pushes hard against them.

At the University of Sydney,
nearly 350 NTEU members packed
into a meeting to consider a motion
to boycott Israeli universities, which
passed with 93 per cent voting in
favour despite officials often argu-
ing that “members don’t care about
Palestine”.

In Melbourne, university staff and
NTEU members mobilised to defend
the Melbourne University student oc-
cupation when management threat-
ened to bring in police.

On May Day, some Australian
Services Union members in Mel-
bourne took 30-minute stopwork
action to call on their employers in the
community and not-for-profit sector to
step up advocacy for Palestine.

Proud history

Some union leaders defend their inac-
tion by arguing that members are only
interested in ‘bread and butter’ issues,
and that forcing members to take a po-
sition on politics will create division
in the union.

But unions have a proud history
of building power by standing against
apartheid and war.

On 25 October 1990, Nelson
Mandela delivered a thank you speech
to the Australian union movement at
Melbourne Town Hall.

He said, “I well remember that
the labour movement of this country
[Australia] was among the very first,
if not the first, to take solidarity action
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in line with the people of South Africa
in the course of their struggle”.

All the most powerful mass
movements in Australian history have
involved significant industrial action.
The movement against the war in
Vietnam saw workers economically
disrupting the war machine. Maritime
unions first refused to load ships with
supplies for the war in Vietnam. Then
they banned work on all US ships.

To get to that point required much
political argument and agitation. The
Moratoriums (political strikes and ral-
lies) against the war, which came after
years of organising, involved teachers,
university staff and construction work-
ers downing tools to stop the war.

These political mobilisations were
not distractions; they fed the union
movements’ combativity, increasing
strikes, and building direct challenges
to anti-strike laws.

To build the power that can disrupt
our rulers support for, and military
ties with, Israel means rebuilding this
social justice unionism.

Union power today is at a far low-
er ebb. There are now anti-union laws
that impose enormous restrictions on
when unions can take industrial action
and ban strikes over political issues,
with huge fines for unions that take
any unlawful strike action.

But union mobilisation and indus-
trial action in support of Palestine is
the only way the movement can wield
the power needed to break Australian
ties with Israel. We need to break the
law to stop the war.
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ISLAM, IMPERIALISM AND
THE FIGHT FOR CHANGE

Islamic politics inspire some of the most powerful movements against imperialism in the
Middle East. Luke Ottavi looks at how the left should respond

MILLIONS OF people look to Is-
lamist movements, particularly across
the Middle East.

Groups like Hamas in Gaza,
Hezbollah in southern Lebanon, the
Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt and the
Islamic regime in Iran have wide influ-
ence and support.

In Australia the attitude to Islamist
groups is usually coloured by the
Islamophobia whipped up by our rul-
ers. The media coverage of the Sydney
University encampment by news
programs like 60 Minutes painted
Muslims speaking out for Palestine
as “extremists” with a “dangerous
Islamic ideology”.

We need to clearly oppose the Is-
lamophobia and the attempt to divide
and discredit the Palestine movement.

The Australian government also
hypocritically lists Hamas and Hezbol-
lah as terrorist groups and accuses
those—particularly Muslims—who
stand with the Palestinian resistance
of being terrorist sympathisers. There
is no such media hysteria about the
Australian citizens travelling overseas
to fight for Israel.

The Palestinians have a right to
resist as an occupied people—a right
that has been recognised at the UN
and in international law. Both Hamas
and Hezbollah should be removed
from list of terrorist organisations.

But we also need to understand the
nature of Islamist movements if we’re
to effectively fight against imperial-
ism, capitalism and oppression.

There are two mistakes that are
often made on the left when it comes
to Islamist movements.

The first is to think that they are
all reactionary because Islam is often
regarded as reactionary in general.
Some even say that political Islam is a
form of fascism because of the alleged
views Islamists hold about women or
LGBTIQ+ people, and the suppos-
edly oppressive society some Islamists
want to install.

This has led sections of the left
to support the state and counter-
revolutionary forces in suppressing
Islamists—such as during the Egyp-

tian revolution after 2011 when the
Muslim Brotherhood was in govern-
ment and was being attacked by the
military.

The second mistake is to think
that because Islamists are often fight-
ing against Western imperialism and
colonialism that they are always pro-
gressive anti-imperialists. An example
is the way some went silent when
Hezbollah forces supported Bashar
Assad in suppressing a popular revo-
lution in Syria in 2012.

Both positions are wrong.

Religion

Some of the confusion around
Islamist movements comes from a
confusion about the power of religion
itself.

Religion is a set of ideas that can
inspire movements with vastly differ-
ent political aims. It has played a role
in many different social struggles all
over the world.

Versions of Christianity—Catholic
and Protestant—were often portrayed
as being the defining features of the
two sides of the struggle in Northern
Ireland. But the fundamental issue
was not religion but the struggle for
Irish freedom from British colonial-
ism.
The approach the left should take
to different Islamist political move-
ments depends on the role an Islamist
movement is playing in struggle and
the class interests they represent, not
their religious doctrine.

Islamists often call for a struggle
against oppression and exploitation
and a return to the original teachings
of the Prophet. This, they argue, will
save people from the harsh realities of
life under capitalism and imperialist
domination.

This can mean different things to
different classes in society.

The British Marxist Chris Har-
man, in his pamphlet The Prophet and
the Proletariat, identified at least four
different social groupings involved
in Islamic movements, each of which
uses Islam in its own way.

Elements of the ruling class and

Islamism has
gained a mass
followingin
Middle Eastern
societies
traumatised
by the impact
of capitalism

the wealthy, for instance, have sup-
ported Islamist movements.

The Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt
has long had the support of impor-
tant capitalists, including millionaire
Khairat al-Shater who was part of its
leadership imprisoned in 2013. Those
running large companies, who often
resent the way state economic policies
favour cronies of the regime, can have
an interest in supporting Islamic op-
position movements.

Islamism also appeals to the poor.
Tens of thousands of barely employed
former peasants live in the cities of the
Middle East. They have lost the cer-
tainties associated with their old way
of life—which they identified with
traditional Muslim culture—and have
not gained a secure material existence.

The rich who run the state and the
economy and have increasingly West-
ernised lifestyles can be identified as
non-Islamic by the poor. And the poor
also have an interest in joining move-
ments that condemn governments that
fail to provide them with jobs or the
basics of life.

There are also thousands of uni-
versity graduates across the region,
part of the new middle class, unable
to find the kind of well-paid jobs their
studies train them for.

In 2021 the International Labour
Organisation reported that 40 per cent
of university graduates in Egypt were
unemployed. Those in work usually
find only low-paying government jobs,
often having to work multiple jobs to
survive.

In this situation, an Islamist
movement that directs people’s anger
against a state which they see as ca-
pitulating to Western imperialism and
causing systemic impoverishment can
gain a mass audience.

Rise of Islamic politics
Islamism has gained a mass following
in Middle Eastern societies trauma-
tised by the impact of capitalism.
Middle Eastern societies have been
dominated by imperialist powers from
the late 19th century.

It was secular nationalist forces
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that spear-headed the initial move-
ments against colonialism. But they
failed to deliver on their promises of
greater prosperity and independence
from Western imperialism, creating
a space for Islamism to become the
main opposition force.

Socialism was discredited due
to the Stalinist politics of the mass
communist parties that existed in the
1940s and 1950s. As those parties
lined up with oppressive nationalist
rulers, the Islamists gained support
as the only groups willing to wage a
struggle against imperialism.

Egypt provides one example of
this process. Gamal Abdel Nasser led
a revolt against British domination in
Egypt and came to power in 1954. He
nationalised the Suez Canal and was
seen as an anti-imperialist hero across
the Middle East.

However, his successors aban-
doned anti-imperialist rhetoric to
make peace with Israel and Western
imperialism. They adopted free mar-
ket policies that impoverished workers
and the poor.

The Egyptian Communist Party
uncritically supported Nasser because
of its Stalinist analysis that socialism
was possible only after the national
revolution. They subordinated class
struggle to Nasser, who they saw
as leading the struggle for national
independence.

But Nasser crushed their organisa-
tion, leaving the Muslim Brotherhood
as the only large oppositional force in
the country.

A similar process played out in
Palestine. For decades the secular Pal-
estine Liberation Organisation (PLO)
held the leadership of the Palestinian
struggle.

The PLO became heroes when
their guerrilla fighters forced the Israel
military to retreat in the battle of
Karameh in Jordan in 1968.

However, the PLO later betrayed
the Palestinian resistance when leader
Yasser Arafat entered the “peace pro-
cess” resulting in the Oslo Accords in
1993, formally recognising Israel.

The PLO dominated the new
Palestinian Authority (PA), set up to
administer the Occupied Territories
for Israel. The PA became a police
force that “does Israel’s job for them”.

The PLO’s failed strategy opened
the space for Hamas to gain mass sup-
port—by continuing armed resistance
against Israel’s occupation.

In 2006 Hamas defeated the PLO
in a democratic election to control the
PA in both the West Bank and Gaza.
Hamas was ousted from the West
Bank by a coup led by the PLO (with

Above: A rally of
Hamas supporters
in Gazain 2007
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.

Israeli backing) but it retained control
in the Gaza Strip. It continues to have
strong support from Palestinians—in-
cluding growing support in the West
Bank.

Socialists and Islamists

Socialists draw a distinction between
Islamist mass movements with a real
social base like the Muslim Brother-
hood in Egypt, Hezbollah in Lebanon
or Hamas in Gaza and Islamist groups
like Islamic State, which have no
social base and are a product of the
sectarian civil wars in Iraq and Syria,
fuelled by regional sub-imperialist
(and oppressive) powers like Saudi
Arabia.

We support the right of Palestin-
ians to resist, which sees Hamas
struggle against Israel’s occupation.
But we disagree over Hamas’s armed
struggle strategy, collaboration with
the Arab rulers and the kind of society
they want to implement in a free
Palestine.

In Egypt, the left should join
forces with members of the Muslim
Brotherhood in struggle against the
military dictatorship. We never sup-
port the state against the Islamists
because we recognise that this can
only strengthen the state and give it
confidence to crush all opposition
groups, including the left.

British Marxist Anne Alexander
explained the approach of Solidarity’s
sister organisation, the Revolution-
ary Socialists in Egypt, in the face of
Sisi’s dictatorship.

“Although the Revolutionary
Socialists are not calling for an alli-

ance with the Brotherhood, they argue
to work ‘side by side with the young
Islamists who are facing the machin-
ery of military repression every day’.
This is crucial to building a movement
capable of challenging the regime.
This means clarifying that the real
enemy is Mubarak’s and Sisi’s state,
not the Brotherhood.”

The slogan that Harman put
forward is that socialists are “with the
Islamists sometimes, with the state
never”.

On some issues we find ourselves
on the same side as the Islamists
struggling against imperialism and the
state. This is true today as we fight
against Islamophobia, imperialism and
to free Palestine.

Even so, there are basic issues over
which we disagree—we are both for
the right to practise religion and the
right to criticise it.

When we work alongside Is-
lamists we argue about ideas about
women, LGBTQI+ people and so on
in the context of arguing the best way
forward to end racism, discrimination
and to free Palestine, from the river to
the sea.

To end poverty and oppression we
need a complete overthrow of existing
class relations, not just to swap one
ruling class and ruling ideology for an
alternative Islamic ruling class.

What’s needed is a revolution-
ary transformation of society to end
capitalism and bring about a world
free from exploitation and free from
the imperialist horrors continuing to
unfold in Gaza. That means fighting
for socialism.
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WHY STRUGGLE AND

REVOLUTION IS THE ONLY
ROUTE TO REAL CHANGE

Radical parties that have tried to introduce sweeping change through parliament have
continually failed, argues James Supple, because the system is set up to stop them

CAPITALISM IS producing global
catastrophe.

Brutal and bloody wars are in-
creasing common—not just through
military coups in places like Sudan
and Myanmar but between major
world powers in Ukraine. The US,
Australia and the West are arming Is-
rael as it carries out genocide in Gaza
and threatens to spread war across the
whole Middle East.

A handful of billionaires and the
super-rich reveal massive inequality.
Jeff Bezos can waste $5.5 billion on a
trip to space while one in ten people
on Earth face chronic hunger. Even in
a rich country like Australia, govern-
ments are refusing to address the out
of control housing and cost of living
crisis.

And even as we face catastrophic
levels of warming our rulers allow
the extraction of coal, oil and gas to
continue unchecked.

Growing numbers of people are
disillusioned with the political system
and want radical change.

But the majority of them still look
to elections and parliament as the way
to achieve this—usually through get-
ting more Greens or independents into
the balance of power where they can
influence government.

Yet every time new left-wing par-
ties have either joined government,
or taken power through parliament
in their own right, the experience has
been a disaster.

Syriza’s election to government in
Greece in 2015 represented a break-
though by the radical left in Europe.
Five years earlier it had received just
5 per cent of the vote. It promised
to tear up brutal austerity measures
imposed in the wake of the global
economic crisis.

Just six months later it capitulated
to the IMF and the European Central
Bank, accepting even worse auster-
ity measures including privatisations
and cuts to pensions of 40 per cent.

Former Syriza Finance Minister Yanis
Varoufakis, who resigned rather than
agree to this, said the deal was a “ca-
tastrophe” and meant “humiliation”.

When the radical party Podemos
in Spain joined a coalition govern-
ment in 2019, the result was the same.
Its focus on winning seats in parlia-
ment saw it abandon radical policies
such a 35-hour week and an earlier
retirement age.

Disappointment at the mainstream
left government it joined saw the
party’s support crash and its founders
resign in despair.

The Labor Party started out here
in the 1890s with the aim of us-
ing government in the interests of
working class people. Instead it has
delivered betrayal after betrayal, mov-
ing steadily to the right.

Reformism

The attempt to bring about change
through the existing parliamentary
and state institutions is known as re-
formism, as it seeks to reform capital-
ism rather than get rid of it. There are
a number of reasons why it fails.

Firstly any government that wins
control of parliament does not control
the bulk of the economy.

Billionaires like Gina Rinehart
and Andrew Forrest directly run some
of Australia’s biggest companies,
but all the major corporations are
controlled by a tiny rich elite—the
capitalist ruling class.

This gives them enormous power
to either force governments to serve
their interests, or drive them from
office.

They can create economic chaos,
through sacking thousands of work-
ers, withholding essential goods from
sale or pulling millions of dollars out
of the country. They can also use their
control of the media to launch vicious
attacks on governments they oppose.

Big business will react savagely
to any serious threat to its wealth. The

mining companies responded to Kevin
Rudd’s modest super-profits tax in
2009 with a multi-million dollar ad-
vertising campaign and threats to cut
off investment. The Labor government
quickly retreated.

The rich can also use the financial
markets to target a radical govern-
ment. The British Labour government
elected in 1974 faced just such an
assault after it won an election prom-
ising to deliver on “socialist aims”
through “a fundamental and irrevers-
ible shift in the balance of wealth and
power in favour of working people”.

Major companies and banks
started to move money out of the
county and attack the currency. The
government capitulated, agreeing to
push through savage wage cuts for
workers.

Another barrier to change is the
state. Those in charge of the public
service bureaucracy, the police, the
courts or the military never face
election. They have the power either
to refuse to implement government
policies or to overturn their actions in
the courts.

The generals, judges, chiefs of po-
lice and senior public servants usually
come from privileged backgrounds, or
have spent their careers mixing with
business owners and the wealthy. This
means they see their role as serving
their interests.

As a last resort the army will use
violence to overthrow any government
that poses a real threat to capitalism
and the wealth of the ruling class.

A classic example is the military
coup in Chile that removed Salvador
Allende’s democratically elected
government in 1973, putting an end to
what some saw as a democratic path
to socialism.

Australia is yet to experience a
military coup against a democratic
government, but elected governments
have been sacked by the representa-
tive of the British monarch on two
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occasions.

When big business and the
conservative establishment decided
Gough Whitlam’s Labor government
had to go in 1975, they were willing
to break parliamentary rules and push
the Governor-General, supposedly
a powerless figurehead, to sack the
Prime Minister.

NSW Premier Jack Lang was
sacked in 1932 after he moved to stop
repaying government debt during
the Depression, defying the federal
government.

On top of this, the parliamentary
process itself is designed to deflect
challenges from radical movements or
prevent them taking power. We get to
vote in each election only once every
three or four years. This leaves gov-
ernments plenty of time to wear down
movements against them before they
face the voters.

Mass movements are at their stron-
gest when they are mobilised in strikes
and mass demonstrations, and workers
can begin to feel their power to make
change. But voting is a passive process
that involves an individual choice
at the ballot box, isolated from that
experience. Calling an election can be
used as a way of halting movements
for change.

Gough Whitlam told his supporters
to end the strikes and demonstrations
that followed his sacking and “main-
tain the rage” until election day. But
the demoralisation that followed along
with weeks of media attacks saw him
lose in a landslide.

In 1968 the French govern-
ment was able to bring an end to an
enormous strike wave and widespread
factory occupations through calling
an election—with the established left-
wing parties working to wind down
the struggle.

Finally, parliamentary elections
produce pressure on radical move-
ments to water down their politics in
order to chase votes and make allianc-
es with other parties. This is because
they are an arena where the power of
money and the capitalist media over
individuals are heightened.

Capitalism and revolution
Despite all this, the idea of sweeping
revolutionary change and the end of
capitalism seems, to many, impossible.

Yet the last 100 years is punctu-
ated with radical movements that have
called the whole system into question.

Struggles outside of parliament are
the key engine of social change—and
the only road to socialism.

The 1960s and 1970s saw a
worldwide wave of radicalisation that
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produced revolutionary situations in
a series of countries. The most dra-
matic included France in May 1968,
when millions of workers occupied
their factories, Chile from 1972-73
after the election of Salvador Al-
lende’s government triggered major
workers’ struggles, the toppling of
dictatorships in Portugal in 1974 and
Iran in 1979, and the movement in
Poland in 1980.

It saw the highest level of strikes
in Australian history, the mass
movement against the Vietnam War,
and struggles against racism and for
women’s and LGBTIQ+ liberation.
The level of struggle pushed Gough
Whitlam’s Labor government to
deliver significant reforms—even as
it sought to undermine the radicalism
and workers’ struggle.

Revolutions and near-revolutions
have been a constant feature of mod-
ern capitalism—from the toppling of
dictatorships in Egypt and Tunisia in
2011, in Sudan in 2019, to the revolts
of the 1930s that saw the occupation
of the factories in France in 1936 and
the Spanish civil war, and the revolu-
tions that swept away the old regimes
in Russia, Germany and Austria after
the First World War.

Since the first industrial working
class emerged in Britain in the 1830s
workers have repeatedly risen up in
movements so powerful that revolu-
tion against capitalism was possible.

In the most developed revolution-
ary situations, workers have set up
new democratic assemblies to orga-
nise the struggle that have begun to
take control of production and the run-
ning of society into their own hands.

Any strike on a big enough scale
poses the question of which class
controls society. With any large section
of the workforce on strike day after day,
the movement needs to make decisions
about, for instance, where to keep the
power running and how to distribute
food and essential goods.

So in Chile in 1973 when bosses
shut down the transport system and
boarded up supermarkets, workers
organised to take control of the trucks
to restart deliveries and make sure the
population was fed.

Only in Russia in 1917 have work-
ers succeeded in overthrowing capital-
ism and taking power themselves. The
Russian revolution’s failure to spread
internationally eventually allowed
Stalin to stage a counter-revolution that
ended any element of workers’ democ-
racy.

But in just a few years the revo-
lution was able to end the war, give
women the right to divorce, abortion on
demand and the vote, and became the
first country in the world to decriminal-
ise homosexuality.

It showed the possibility of building
a world based on real democracy, equal-
ity and freedom from oppression.

Many other revolutionary situations
have ended in defeat due to the lack of
a revolutionary party able to lead the
struggle. In Russia it was the Bolshevik
Party, grouping together tens of thou-
sands of revolutionary workers, that
allowed the revolution to succeed.

Revolution is the only way to end
the crises facing humanity—and revo-
lutionary organisation working to build
the struggles outside parliament is a
necessity for it to succeed.
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By Jacob Starling

THE ALBANESE government is
directly aiding Israel’s war in Gaza
through allowing the sharing of intel-
ligence information from the spy base
at Pine Gap.

The unique and unprecedented
sharing of US intelligence with the Is-
raeli Defense Forces (IDF) is another
way in which the US and Australia are
directly contributed to Israel’s myriad
war crimes.

The Washington Post has revealed
that Israel’s 8 June raid on the Nusei-
rat refugee camp, which retrieved
four hostages and killed 274 Pales-
tinians, was made possible by US
intelligence.

Prior to 7 October, the US had
left it to Israel to monitor the Gaza
Strip. But as Israel launched its war
against Gaza, a secret memorandum
was drafted between Israel and the
US, expanding intelligence sharing
between the two states to an unprec-
edented level.

Israeli military spokesman Daniel
Hagari claimed in March that he had
never experienced such a high level
of intelligence cooperation between
Israel and the US.

At the same time, the US has
massively increased its gathering of
intelligence on Hamas.

The US provides the IDF with
highly detailed satellite imagery of a
kind which Israel lacks.

US analysts mine electronic and
physical records recovered in the
field for clues and US-operated MQ-9
Reaper surveillance drones fly over
Gaza, collecting aerial footage. The

Above: Pine Gap’s
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This is far
from the first
time that
Pine Gap has
gathered US
intelligence
for Israel

US has also increased surveillance of
Hezbollah as the prospect of an Israeli
invasion of Lebanon grows nearer.

According to US National
Security Advisor Jake Sullivan, this
intelligence is being offered to Israel
unconditionally and unstintingly. “We
are not holding anything back. We
are providing every asset, every tool,
every capability.”

While the US says it has specified
that the intelligence should exclu-
sively be used for hostage recovery
and the targeting of Hamas leaders,
there has been no attempt to enforce
this policy.

Sarah Yager, the Washington
director of Human Rights Watch, has
argued that the memorandum “essen-
tially opens up the entire US vault”
and in practice there are no rules gov-
erning the disclosure of intelligence
to Israel.

Israel is expected to monitor its
own behaviour. Despite the numerous
well-documented atrocities committed
by the IDF, the US continues to offer
them unlimited and unconditional
intelligence.

Australia’s role

The Pine Gap US surveillance base,
just 18 kilometres out of Alice
Springs, has played a direct role in
this process.

NSA veteran David Rosenberg,
who worked inside Pine Gap for 18
years, says that the facility would be
monitoring the Gaza Strip, “With all
its resources, and gathering intelli-
gence assessed to be useful to Israel.”

Since 2020, Pine Gap, which
some describe as the US’s second
most important surveillance base
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globally, has undergone its largest and
most rapid expansion ever, Peter Cro-
nau reported in The Saturday Paper.

Ten new satellite dishes have been
added to the facility, giving it a total
of 45 antennae. These new dishes can
collect highly sophisticated informa-
tion on missile and rocket launches,
including the size, type, speed, trajec-
tory, and target of a projectile.

They are perfectly equipped to
locate and monitor the launch sites of
Hamas rockets.

Raw data from Gaza is collected
by three large geosynchronous satel-
lites located over the Indian Ocean.
This data is then sent down to Pine
Gap, where US personnel provide
analysis and reporting. Pine Gap also
intercepts telecommunications signals
from mobile and satellite phones,
sharing any findings with the Israeli
forces.

This is far from the first time that
Pine Gap has gathered US intelligence
for Israel. During the 1973 Yom Kip-
pur War, intelligence collected by Pine
Gap allowed the IDF to break through
the Egyptian lines and encircle their
forces.

More recently, Pine Gap has
provided information on targets to US
troops in Afghanistan and Iraq.

The Australian government
actively supports American imperial-
ism in the Middle East so that the US
will protect Australian influence in the
South Pacific from Chinese ascen-
dancy.

To break our government’s com-
plicity in the ongoing genocide, we
must take on Australian imperialism
directly, cutting the ties which bind the
Western imperialist bloc.
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