April 27, 2024

The attached 1968 letters were addressed to Mark Rudd, a
leader of Columbia’s Students for a Democratic Society (SDS)
and spokesperson during the Columbia University Student Strike
of 1968. The letters were forwarded by Columbia University to
John Young, an architecture graduate student and Avery Hall
Occupation delegate to the Strike Committee -- after the group
had been evicted from campus. Young had been given the task of
locating an office for the Committee, but no one was willing to
rent it space. The Committee met briefly in Young's apartment
then dispersed. Various related items forwarded to Young have
been archived.

The spring 2024 Columbia student protest, "Gaza Solidarity
Encampment,” is the occasion to share a small sample of its
predecessor action.

Young's participation in the 1968 strike inspired his sustained
effort to abide its intention with unpaid community service through
Urban Deadline (1968-1996) and thereafter Cryptome.org
(1996-Present).
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May 3, 1968

{(Rehel) W Quad:

Your appesrance on TV this evening is enough to
make any viewer resl sick. Phooev on woul

Somebody ought to give you a dozen well-placed
kicks and tell von that vou look li%e & sesond rate
soda Jerk, Jjanitor or ditch Aigger, who eannot afford

s+ elran shizt or heir ent. Phoney an won!
Do not call vourself a2 revresentstive of all students,
you irresponsible gtupe, and stop complaining shout nolice
"brutality". There sre manv of us who would give vou a
thorough going over, vou irratioral juvenile. Phooey on vou!l

You deserve amnesty - ves, on both iaws, so vou would
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miserable face. Phooey on you!l

If you do not like conditions at Columbia University,
GET OUT and go elsewhere; you will never be missed. And teke
The other sick trash with voul

All the colossal damapes you ane caused are going to
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what Kiad of parents do vou have?!?!?!? - Phooey.

Both vou and vour parents should bhe comvrelled to pav
reparations for the senseless losses wou have inflicted. Phooey!

aomebodv ought to ambush you and glve vou "what for" because
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students who want to graduate on schedule., Fhooev on you!

Pack yowr belongings and go elsewhere - like Siberia, - and
G COD RIDDANCE,

Ad Mauseun

CC to President G. Kirk

That contemptilble character, Rudd, belongs in
jail or at some funny farm. HMost probably, he
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May 7, 1968

iire ifark Rudd
Presment SD&
116th and Broadué.y
Hew York, Ne¥e 10027

Desr iire Rudd:

You are ruining Columbia with your demends. Columbia is mot just your
university. It is mine too. Also it belon,g,s to all persons who have studied
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heve left a scar ca it that will teke sometise to heals Perhaps it is your
purpose to destroy the wniversity.

Your 8 D S used force and tyremny instead of reasons In fact you becaue
the very ‘chmg you were fighting. Your demends concerning the building of a
gymnesiwi in Korningside Perk are unreasoneble. The Park belongs to the eity :
of liew York. It does not belong to Harlems  Coluwbis is to give $75,000
worth eqz.lpment and serviges including use of =& nool to neirhborhood childyan,
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Sinee you think Cuba is "so extremely hnmanistlc“(n ily Wews, May 41:}3,1968)
I should think you would want to live there permenently,

It would be interesting to compare your life 20 years from now with the
other Columbie men who had respect for law and order in this tregioc situation.

Yours truly

25 Wallace St
Red Bank, New Jersey 07701
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