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ñWhere there is no law, but every man does what is right in his 

own eyes, there is the least of real liberty.ò 

    Preface to Robertôs Rules of Order Newly Revised.
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Basic Principles of Parliamentary Procedure

1. Only one question to be considered at a time.

2. The majority rules but the minority has the right to have its 

say.

3. Absentee members also have rights. **

4. There must be free and impartial debate within a reasonable 

amount of time.

 



RESTORATORY  MOTIONS

A) Reconsider:  May only be made on the same 

day a motion is adopted or the next day (of a 

session).  Must be made by a member who voted 

on the prevailing side.  Majority vote to adopt.

B) Amend something previously adopted

C) Rescind

B & C  may be moved by any member but require a 

2/3 vote without notice or a majority vote with 

notice (or majority vote of the entire assembly) for 

adoption.

Meeting vs. Session





5. Equal justice to all members from other members and 

the chair.

6. Courtesy to and from others at all times. **

7. Meetings are to be conducted as efficiently as possible.

8. The society has the right to protect itself from unruly, 

obnoxious members.

ñ The application of parliamentary law is the best method yet 

devised to enable assemblies of any size, with due regard for 

every memberôs opinion, to arrive at the general will on the 

maximum number of questions of varying complexity in a 

minimum amount of time and under all kinds of internal 

climate ranging from total harmony to hardened or 

impassioned division of opinion.ò

Robertôs Rules of Order Newly Revised

12th Edition



COURTESY

ñI donôt know how to explain common courtesy.ò



ñDebate must be confined to the merits of the pending 

question.  Speakers must address their remarks to the 

chair, maintain a courteous tone, and ï especially in 

reference to any divergence of opinion ï avoid interjecting 

a personal note into debate.  To this end, they must never 

attack or make any allusion to the motives of members.ò

RONR ï Rule 4:30   (P. 39)



ñNo motion can be introduced that is outside the object of the society 

as defined in the corporate charter, constitution, or the bylaws, unless 

by a two-thirds vote the assembly agrees to its consideration.  Except 

as may be necessary in the case of a motion of censure or a motion 

related to disciplinary procedures, a motion must not use language 

that reflects on a memberôs conduct or character, or is 

discourteous, unnecessarily harsh, or not allowed in debate.ò

 RONR    Rule 39:7    (P. ï 327)


