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Why the all-new Kia Sportage
is Australia’s best new car
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20 categories, 20 mrmers

From dual-cabs to electric vehicles, SUVS to sports

Stop!
Read this
liftout before
buying your
next car. Youll
thank us.
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CAR OF THE YEAR Jrivr¥i

There’s only one way to
find Australia’'s best cars

Glenn Butler

Whether it's practical cars, go-
amywhere 5UVE, sexy sports cars,
oraectrifying EVs, the 322 Drive
Car of the Year awards highlights
Ehe st amdl brightest new cars on
sale im Australia today.

Our goal is simple: Holp you buy
senarter when you're shogging far
anew car. Unlike other motoring
awards, wo don't just recognise
ape truln‘l-ueltilmnrthll, w ke it
might glveuss tantalising glimpse
al fature tremnds, len't right for 99
per cent of Australians todmy.

Imstead, we divide the
B0 strong new car markat lnto 20
distinet categories - prostige
BUVe, amall cars, dual-cahs,
sports coupes, and the like. Then
we gather the best vehiclesin each
categury for three weoks of intense
real-world testing by Australia's
maoat experienced judging panel.

2022 marks the 16th anounl
Drrive Car of the Year awands,
meaking this one of A ustralis’s
kmgest-running consmer
sutomotive awards

Thils yoar's program his evolved
to reflect changing buyer tnstes
and new markeot tronds, In
middition to 15 carryover calegories
ke Howt Seaall Car, Best Madium
SUV and Best Large SUV, there
are five new categories tallored to
maet the sxpanding breadth of
consumer expectations,

Beeat Large Off-Road SUV and
Best OF-HRoad Dual-Cab Ute glve
attention to vehicles designed with
greater off rond skills compnred to
other vehickes in their respective
eales categories. The Nissan
Mavars Warrior and Ford Ranger

Every one of the more than 500 new vehicles on sake in Australia today is considered for the awards.

Raplor wre Dwo examphes of whire
rar manufacthrers kave takon
everyday uties and cramted
virinnits with beightened off-road
eapahilitis.

Last year's bwo sporis car
categories - Best Sports Cor under
E100, 0060 and Beat Sporta Car aver
N0, 000 - have been revamped to
better refloct buyer preferences
rather than an arhitrary inancial
Hine: Best Hot Hateh sid Best
Sports Coupe.

The fifth new categery, Best
First Car, uses real-world
evaluntion aml extensive dala

Enthering Lo klentily the safoet,
et afTordabde and mosat capabile
new car for young drivers,
Everything from résale prices Lo
Inauranee costa and servicing e
is inctored into the equation.

Cars must also moet stringent
rafiedy standards Lo be aligibe,
Including a fwe-star ANCAF
rating and ftment of autonom ous
emergency braking and bilmd-spot
monitoring.

In addition to five new
categuries, two cntegory nwards
were withheld thi= year due toa
Inck of new model activity in their

sognents. Judges Tilt that
wwarding & winner In a category
withoul sufficlent challongers
wolild go sgrainst eur aim of

TE Wi FLEGE et e With the
gt haying sdvice.

The Dirive Car of the Year
Judging pane] eorslsta of 10 men
and women from the Drive
Editorial Team with a combined
200+ yesrs” Industry exparianon

Every one of the more than 500
new vehicls on sabe in Anstralis
today is considered for Drive Car
of the Year. Judges spent the past.
12 inunths Lesting every new

vehichk launched i 2021 before
whittfing that field down to three
or four finalists per category,

From tUhere, the Mnalists enter
thres farther wosks of evaluntion,
ench known as Finalks Week

One work |5 dedicited to off-
rund-capablo vebicles and utes, s
soeond week o clectre vohbelos,
v the third week to mainstream
passenger cars and SUVa

La=t year's category winnor geis
N Etoma e entry Lo Finals Wik,

Challengers must earn their
tieket by frsily boing skenificantly
updsted or all-new and on sale by
December 81, 2021

Sacondly, the vehlele must be
rated thi best in its cluss
dharing regular road testing
throughout the yesr,

Thirdly, the ear company most
be nbie to provide an Australian-
speciflcation test vehicle to
Flnals Wissk. No prololypes
or internntional market sxamples
are permitied,

Any new vahichs nunched
immedintely prior to, or just nfter,
Finals Woak, and which tharefore
may mid have baen thoaroughly
rusd-teated, I conabdored on its
marits.

Testing inclades static
Inapicthon, real-warld drive loopa,
emergency swerve and braking
procedures, plus special tests for
ofT-roced wishicles and otes.

This s why Dirfve Car of the
Yeor is the toughest and most
thorough testing regime of amy
automotive sward In Australia

This is why you can trust Drive
Carof the Year to help you find the
right car for your needs and your
busdget.

Hyundai N Range.
Let’s play.

hyundai.com/au/n-range
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Imagine that

Kia Sportage takes out top prize

Glenn Butler

A Kin UV has boaton an all
alectric Hyundai and a hybrid
Toyoia family SUTV Lo win
Ausirulin®s most coveled pew car
accolnde, the Drive Carof the Yenr
Dverall award

This ix the second yoar in & row
that Kin has taken our top priza,
anil slands as testamant Lo the
i pdibbe Beap i quality, desigm,
driving engagement and vahi that
Kin's niw-generation vehicles are
making.

Thar KEa Spartage rosetsthe
benchmarks for safoty,
technology, refinement and

afMardabliity in Australka’s biggest-

selling market segment: Medium

Khager saven-seat family SUV to
claim our pesk sccolade: Drive Car
oftha Yaenr Overnll winmer,

Judges lauded the Kia Sportage
Ina number of areas and chiel
among Uhem was Uhe Sportage’s
benchmark-setting safety
fuatures, all of which are standard
from the cheapest Bportags 8
(5345, 690 driveaway) to the most
expens|ve Bportage GT-Linog
(564,090 drives wiy).

The Kk Sportage’s long Hist of
standnrd safely oquipment
ime ludes everything s rivals have,
sl 48 SUOBHEGIE Smergency
braking, rear croas-traffie alert
and lane keeping asalst, yet goes
further by giving systems such as
hlind-spot monltoring and rear

ownars, but the Sportage tsthe
only carin &= class with one

Tt Sportage’s merils extend
wall beyond just smfety.

Fur starters, the Kla Sporiage
hes Erowm [n 9kze this Dime
around. [t's ITSmm longer and
rldes un an SSmm longer
wheelbase which meuns it has
mare useahle spacn inside,
particularty inthe back seats and
cRrgno hay.

Than cabils 18 4 wery classy affair,
andl technology Intogration and

Iz best-in-class In terms of visual

Impresaivend-as and ease of wse.
Sure, the $55, 000 GT-Line has
the most equipment, but even the

HlIVa. cross-traffic alert the shility tonot ~ Sportage S s generowsly

It not cmly bent the incumbsent only warn the driverbut intervene  equipped. It boasts n touchscresn
Best Medium SUV winner, the to keep you out of harm”s way. entertalnment system, wireless
Toyoia RAV4, to take this year's The Kia Sporiagealso has anew  smariphone conpectivity, LED
category prize but it beat the centre front nirbag whichprevents  headlights and tailights, nlloy
deeply Impressive Porsche Tayesn  fromt sest occupants” beads [rom wheels and a full-slze spare
electric sportscar sl the reliable,  clashing in & erash, This featurs is Judges tested all three of the
practical and nffordable Toyota alrendy familinr to some lomry enr  Sportage rnge's mechanical
The winners
5UVs and Dual Cabs Passenger cars
Best Light 5LV FardPuma  Best First Car e Toyota Corolla 5X
Best Samwalll SUV SkodaKamig  Best Value Car Kia Cevato 5
Bt Sarsall LUSui Y SUW e VOO NCAD Bl Sl O e Vialowigin Goll
BestMedum SN KinSportape  Best Medium-to-LargeCar _____ Skoda Oclavia
Best Mesdiiom Lusury SUV Jaguar F-Pace  Best Medium Luury Car BMW 1 Series
BestLargt SUV e Toyola Kluger
Besi Large Of-Road SUV .o ..Ford Everest
Best Lipper-Larges SUV Land Rower Defender 10 Best Sports Coupe Ford Mustang VB
Bt Dhsal-Caanb Ui ... B0 W D-Mae B Mzl BT-50
Best Of-Road Dual-Cablie_______ Ford Ranger Rapior  Eleciric Cars

Bt EV ncler SY00K. Hyundai lonigs

Meetl the
judges

Ten men and women
from Drlve's editoral
Leam, with more than
200 years of

automiot ive industry
experience belween L
the i, put every cur
undler the micrascope
tio find out which ones
deserve recognition as
the best in their class.

A

Glerm Butiern From lost
cors o Famiy
ey dirivem Eheen Al

I:-lh:lm—l‘udmmm
and addicied to siyvie

BestEVover$100K____________ Porsche Taycan

rod B e

'I'M Firaaaer Car Tanabic

ll.l'md

lmnlNIinﬂ: Loves
sparty cars and old
cifroacers egually,

Justin Marayery Has
and soid more s
tran he's had rousl dinners  cars Inhis garage

Sam Piacedl; D pifroasd
eiipeer] aind lailes of bwi
prires wermbile cors.

pockages in the lead-up to, and
during, Drive Car of the Year
Listhng. The more potent 132KW
LA-litre petrol and
LETEW 2.0-litre turbodiese]
engines are both undenlsbly good,
and they de take the spotlight
away from the most affordablo
powertrain, the antey-bivel 15KW
petrol four-cylinder, which is
compitent and eeanmmbenl.

On the road, the Bportage isa
treat todrive. Vartants with
smaller wheol and tyre packages
ride the most comfiortabie, but
ewvon the GT-Line diesed delivera s
relatively cosseting ride while
adding a tearch of sportiness in the
SUAPHE RN T,

The Spartage’s stearing s Hght
and well weighted to balance
higher-speed feedback with low-
speed manmeuvring.

Musch is mmde thess days of
bybrid powertruins nnd their fuel
efficiency. The Bportage does not
offer 8 hybrid option vet, but it
dopsn't need to, Its petrol and
disse] eyfines are surprisingly
efMicienl.

Iuring testing, the Spartage
GT-Line diesel ( the hasviest and
mast powie il varian) rebarmed
a 6L.EL 100km Muel average,
axnctly the same asa
compotitor's bybrid powertrain
on the same roads with the same
drivers,

The Kia 18 the new
biene-himark 1n the biggest-aslling
wehbele category In Australls and
brings new lovels of safety,
affordability and refinement to
that class. That 1s why the Kia
Bportage ks the M0E2 Drive Car of
the Year (rverall winner.

Jarmes Wardh Two decades  Bob Margel: Has an
in the indusiny; oo mamy wncanmy Aty bo ol

Ehecaigh e rubilsh

THE rlHMlETS
i B~ B

VR

Toyolta Kluger

What we like
= Raalinamen], comion and space

= Caaiity driving axpariance
= Slrong equipmant kvols across

the range

What we don't

= Base modkel doesn | gel power
tallgate

= Slap up o Hybrid 5 expansi

 Doatr't match Mia's Sevon- yoar
vaar T ANty

T ey Bluges 7-seal SUV 8 now
even more suited to family life.

- Comfortable, capable, priced

aflordabdy and packed with Toyota's
usisal sense of rugoedness, qualty
and refinbility. There are few better
ways Lo mowe a busy lamily

Hyundal lonig 5

What we Hke

 Hugey SRACKNES and ser-orented
= Vory woll aguippod

o L) PO ol davicns

| What we den't

» Stearing needs more walght at
s

& [Big InEricr Do De] for shaorlsr
Arvors

* High price of entry

Thiis is e Hy unedads st EV, bt il s
tthe: first to make a real impact. it's
Iresh and 'diean’ oulside and mside.,
Laking lull advantage of the lreedom
allered by edeciric architecTere 0
mol cheap, with prices starling from
FTLS00, bul & pives us s real Taste of
the BV rewalution
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D? I V E CAR OF THE YEAR

The Winners Circle

Winning isn’t easy but it is glorious,
as our 20 victorious vehicles
discovered, writes Glenn Butler.

From Ferraris to Fords, Havalsto
Hondas, Drive Car of the Year
evnlimtes without fear or Tnvoar mnd
with just one goal n mind: finding
the best now cars to sabt all
Ajistralian Fogiubremments amnd

Whether i's premium SUVsor
practirsl pooplo movers, e
friendly electric vebbeles or
seintilating sporis cars, wo put
every car through the same
exhanstive and exacting test regime
divairned to highlight all strengths
i woaknosses,

‘The auteomes of Anstralta’s
towghest testing regime are
recommendations you can trust and
winners that should bo prowd to coll
themeelves Dirive's Cars of the Year.

Winning one swnrd is an amazing
accomplishmant. Winning foar
swards is incredible, as Ford did this
yeur

Ford's Mustang V& led the way,
sharing Hest Sports Car, while the
dimighty and deponcable Ford
Everest won the Hast Large O4f-road
SUY award in lis inaugural yaar.

The diminiative but sl
Impressive Ford Puma won Best

scabe, the nugredly ropdd Ford
Ranger Raptor won best Off-road
Dhsal-Canby U,

Kia won our most prestigious
wward, th Dirive Cor of the Y ear
[Firall winner, for Ui .:-u-ﬂmd_q-nr
m arow with the benchmnrk-setting
Kia Sportage SUV.

The Spartage I8 not anly & massive

Head online tor a full
rundown on each category
plus videos of the finalists

being put through thelr
Paces. DRIVE COM AL

stop forward on its prodecessor, it
leapirogged its Medium SUTV
compatiton with class- leading
safiety and refinement, and a classy
cabin that puts some hoory SUNVs to
shams

Kia's extremsaly practical Camnival
won Hest Peopibi: Mover For Uha thind
year runiing, a fest equalled by the
BMW 2 Series in the Hest Medium
Lasury Sedan entegory.

The Skisidn Kamig backed upits
2021 win in the Best Small 5LV

the Best Small Lumary SUV clnss.

Isuzns tough and rellable D-Max
won the Best Dual Cab Lte sward for
asecomd time, but this year it shares
the sward with the Mazda BT-50,
Bath vehicles were co-developed by
sz amd Maxda, but pricing
inerenses this year tothe D-Max
meade it impossibie for judges Lo split
i i,

Other first-time winners inchade
v Hiyun dal 530 N DCT hot hatch,
whibich s ol sprited rhnl'lw"v
from its smaller brother, the (200N
ani the property rapid and refined
Volkswagen GollGTI.

Thi: Volkewagen Golf did,
however, take bome the gold medal
s Bt Senadl Car, beatlng the
strong-sedling Toyots Corolla and
Hyumdal 150 hatehbacks with ita
high- tech interior and potished
driving dynamics

The Skoda Octavia used its space,
value and versatility to good
sidvantage to earn the judges’ faveur
I hard- fouglvl batile with the
Toyota Camry Hybrid and classy
Hyunini Sonatn.

Argunbly the toughest win of
Drrive Cor of the Year went tothe
Land Rover Defender. This
relmagined leon of the affroead scene
bt the Bookies” favoiurite Tuyols
LandUruiser 300 and incumbent
Misman Patrol not juest with s on-
ol chope bt jis Incredible offroad
prowess, proving it is the master of

PEd b7

CAR OF THE YEAR

When chasing value, CoMmparing
features and equipment is only the
start. The biggest cost is the initial
purchase. then depreciation. (ther
factors include fuel costs. insurance.

registrabon and routine maintenance,
We analysed Awstralia’s most

BEST VALUE CAR Kia Cerato 5

affordabke new cars amd {oumd that
the Best Value Car is the Kia Cerato 5. 1t
ticks the basidc eguipment and safety
features box. and is the mast
affordable to buy, insure. refued and
service. Kla's seven year warranty
adids poace of mind, too.

BEST FIRST CAR Toyota Corolla 5X

| The Toyola Conolla SXis our plck far

the Best First Car award. The
combination of low runming costs.
excelient resale value, and moee
pocessibie insurance premiums
delvered the Toyota Corolla 5X hatch

Caoralla 5X is alsa stress-free to deive,
feels secure onthe road. is

comfartable in the daily grind, has
pood visibilty all around, and has
mcst mod-cons covered. It'sbegon
safety. makingit a sale bet man

Ligtht UV and at the othor end of the  category, as did the Yaolve XC40 in pwo vory differont workds, ez ke in this contest. The Toyota overcrowded market
BEST LARGE OFF-ROAD SUvV THE FINALISTS BESTHOT HATCH
Isuzu MU-X Toyota Fortuner L . *
Everest at the peak of - T Hyundai i30 N hits the right (exhaust) note
1 ® Woll-cesignod intorios ® Gulsy dletal powerirain

all-terrain WagoI1Ss Docomonroes T bttt e R JouuaDowing THE FINALISTS
Rob Margeit In another league sfter driving the What we don't What we don’t Whike this may seem a surprising Hyundal 20N VW Golf GTI

olhers back-lo-back, And to think * Mot 4% accomplished on the road a5 It & off = ineslagant tird-row seating stowage solution oalename given Lhe arrival of the
Ford'severgrean Everest wasthe it's the oldest car here. Incredibla”. » Engine nod as refinod a5 30me in he class » On-road Manners _ It foels. ko 2 uto Intest YVollsrwagen Golf GT1-n What we love What we love
surpriso over o week of Lesting that Insde, the Everest does feela = Jithery and fdgety ride on the biacktog = Faaling Its age previows winner - and the highly = Fun and agite handling * Parlormance In a luxry package

encompisised plenty of highway
runmming, back-rond touring and off-
ruad crawling.

The Everes"s gutsy 2.0-litre {win-
turbo disal proved more than
adequnls n all situntlons, offertng a
rotaxed, comfortable and guiet time
ekl theie Wil

(fT-road, the Everest proved
evory bit s adept as lts doal.cabute
Reanger sibiing, remaining
unflustered and eapable no matter
the challenges thrown at it While
others were nrguably n smidgeon
mare capable off the beaten track,
the Everest's blend af decent off.
road chops and excellent on-road
manpers Hpped it In the judges’
[avour,

As one judge said: “Tt feeks Hke it is

little dated against pewor rivalzs, bal
Ford has done enough in terms of
technology Lo keep i contemparary
ninl Tresh, And with arguabily better
third-row comfort than its rivals, the
Everest seores potnts Loo for ils
ahility as sn all-round family hauler.

Crucialy, though, around town
amul highway dynamics e sipmily as
mpertant s off-rosd shility and
whiere other vohices ask for
compromise, the Everest provides s
near-perfect blond of on- and off.
rond performnnece.

The Everest’s decent alf-road chops
and encellent on-rosd manners
tippeed it in the pdges’ favour,

Drive. com.au

Oif-road. the kuzu MU-X s capable and willing to tackle
rougher berramn with poise and purpose. Despite giving
away power and torgue [o its revals, the MIU-X has enough
@runt loovercsme most obstackes. It's the most capable al
hauling & caravan or (railer ity 3500k L owing capacily
bestng the field by 400k, But when it came to all round
ability and refinement, the MU-X pulled up o Iracion short

al the winners

Ot on the highway. the Fortuner works hard to disguise its
wie origins, but it misses cut om some of the refinement
eapected of vehicles in this class and evident insome of ils
riwals. The Fartuner remains a decent off-read-capable
Barge SUV, and sir addles (e Ene betwesn Lamiy hauler and
oif-road adventurer with some aplomib. But, as
accamplished a5 il i off-rosd, it Falls just s bttle short onthe
oeir rosivd,

regarded Hyundai 20 N, the
updated Hyundai i30 N snuck upon
us and Hs competitors.

The Intest wpdate brought pew
abier g @ nd AUSpOTSian, more
pivwier, sticky Piralll tyres and,
erucially, s now fast-seting eight
apid twin-cluteh wato that
transforms the car's hramith of
shility eompared to earlier mannal
omly verakons,

Seven out of eight Judges voted In
favour of the Hyunds| i80 NDCT. 1t
detivers next-kivel performnnce on
and ofT the track, and yet i liveable
i th daiby grind.

In many regards, the Hyundai 30
N slts neatly between stripped-out
hardeore hol hitebes and the
plushness and refinement of the VW

Gl G - amad Ehils formda tiekaed all
the right bazes for mest judges.

Thiz Hyundai i80 N was also the
Tastest hot hateh in this contest,
stoppleg the clocks In a0 to 100km/h
test on car VBox timing cquipment in
5.5 seconds (versus 6.1 to 6.3 seconds
Tor the Golf GTT, amd 6.6 seconds for
the E20 M.

The Hyundai i30 N bas true
racetrack capability when you need
it but Iz mot & chisre to lve with day-
to-dny. The exhaust note, while not

25 years of Drive

Drive.com.au

it ugp thire with & Mercedes- Rene
A4S AMG, is tha best of the brio
tested - and delighted the senses
whither on a4 racetrack or driving
through a fresway tunnel

Wil thee origrinal Hyundal 130N
wikd chose to the mark for many, the
uplated vershon has gone to fintshing
school, ghving it & breadth of eapahility
that's ns mmch at home commuting as
It Is cutting racetrack laps In the
bzl o wsssboand wnrrio re.

Itis a worthy winmer.

® Ephr Drakes and fyres
+ Porsonaliscd porformanco modoes

* Shoppng power and tyre grip
# Uprmariet irhorior. rooemy cabin

What we don

= [hews. Py bl wisen geanchanges
= Tyre roar on Australian roads

= uted axhaust nesds 1o be mor
sl v

Hyunda: | 20N & the closest to the
original hol hatch lor rmula: Pint-
siped. alloddabibe, st and funto
ilriwe It also brings a level of
adjusiment and personalisation 1o
thee city-sized hot hateh class, but is
s suiled Lo 1he day-to-cay Than
theothers here,

What we don

= infobsmment and AC conlirods via
oty omby

* Lass sulted bo track days

& Wuled oxfusis]

For marry buyers. the Volkswagen
Goll GT1is whal a hol hatchshould
e Dl by, Bt odhvier s who
preler bess Panmgeer g wisnit mode
edpiness. inthe end, s much as the
jisdges lowved the VW Golf GTL they
could seeit was oulclassed by
ancther all-rounder.

L-A: the winning Hyundad 130 M. Volkswagen Golf GT1, and Hyundai i20 N
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BEST EV UNDER $100,000

Hyundai Ioniqg

Kez Casey

Hyumiad bolddly showed newfound
confldence when it unveiled the
lonig 5 - a medium SUV with
styling that references the brund's
formative years when Hyamdal
was botter known as 2 bodget
brand,

B that as it may, the Tonig 5
Eemiratad hmpuﬂnhlmt
becaaso of its distinctive dosign
and its satisfying specifleations.
Mol H_ru:udul‘n Nirst BV by & bong
shot, but the first to make a real
impact.

Tt Mresidy i “choan” irlnidhl._lrp[ it
pays sttention to how you might
e theer e, Tha frant seal relax
mocie is just the thing if you're fnst
charging but don't care to wander
thraugh a shopping centre, of fust
want to stretch out and take a
break during along rosd trip.

Interior packaging showeases
the available space too. A fiat floor
and plenty of room between the
two rows of seals mean Lhat
overyone gets room to move.
Although not compact, the
dimsenshons are used to
tromendous effisct inside

O the rond, the lonig & is swift,
particularly tha more powerful
dual-motor model. More

The winner

What we like

= Hupe Intarior space, with wsar
arentad indissions

= Wl T I Py vl asguippei]

& Flaxibility to share changs with
obhar devices

Whal we don't

= Sloaring could do with moare
substance &t spoed

= i imterkor & NiThe 100 large Tor
shorter drivers

= SNQe SPeC Maans higher price

= CAR OF THE YEAR Jlirk]

importantly, it Fides with comfart
and batanece - just the thing for
chappy clty streets and rough-
shod rural roads. The lght and
easy steering makes parking s
breepe - although Judges did feel It
could dowith a touch more
‘wedght” to keep things settled at
freawny speeds,

While pricing ten"t budget-
minded, the loniq 5, from 871,800
fior the single motor{witha
clalmed 45 km range) or $75, 500
fior Lher dluial-motor moded (and its
clatmad 430km range ) comes with
an mgressive llst of standard
femtnres.

THE FINALISTS

Volvo XC40 Recharge

Pure Electric Polestar 2

What we llice What we like

® Jipsi-righi eiry-sired packaging & Punchy roling accelaration

& Lisafil driving range & Claan 6Ad SHee ko9 lorlor

* Planty of porformanca in reserve * A broak from tha SUV nom

What we den't What we don't

* Irdodairment feels a Itlhe ey * Pricing creeps up with options
spocond = _ and standard equipment could

# S0aTHe DK A0ING COMDHHmises be better

* Standing wooekeralion can feel
kamma

Diespile the unassuming
appiarance, he XCAD Rechar ge
packsa surprising 300kW ol
moboring excibernent. But

perfor mance wn'T the star, rather its
slick Scandinavian design that put it
onthe front lool. With pricing from
$76.990 plus aivi o cosEE, e
XCA0 Recharge Pure Electric offers
Incredible perfommance value.

» Rear seat comifort

Poliestar i a relatively new electric
orly span-oll Iroam Vioheo, The
Polestar 2 has the same 3J00k'W
dual-mobor povesTirsn ss e XCA0,
wrapped i a slesker SUV-inspised
Friee-dioor hatchback body, It has the
legs and performance to be s real EV
il eruider, isl B8 pdeimma
pesitianing tempers its value
eqLation somewhal

Along=hde simiarly sized 51TV,
v Ui within Hyumdoi's own
e, the lonig & stacks up well,
el curtaknly puts prestige bronds
i md bew,

Inthe end, the Hyundal Tonig &
took B convine ng vietory shead of
n stellnr field, giving us a taste of
Just how revolutionary the Electric
Vahicle revolution i grod gt Eo e,

BEST LIGHT suv

Ford Puma a city-SUV class act

Tom Fraser

Ewery time we get hehind the
whesl of the Ford Puma we come
way impressed not only ot how
good It s, but bow much of s
muassive |leap forward it is over its
pradecessor, the Ford EcoSport

The Ford Pums does have one
ol ihe more expensive line-ups in
tha segment (the RRF ranges
from $28 990 to 35 5400 plos on-
row] costs), bul Ford has
equilppod the Puma to s high
standnrd that sees it compela
convincingly with rivals. Mol to
mention the Ford Puma’s
entartaining drive characlerislics
areacut ahove the rest.

Every Puncs variant comes with
eatellite navigation, wirelesa
phone charging, LED ambbent
Interier lighting, DAB+ digital
raidbo, rain-sensing wipers, and
some nifty LED puddie lamps that
display o pumn eat.

The standard LO-litre
turbocharged three-cylinder
drivetrain punches nbove its
welght with competitive
AZKW/ITONm outputs, and the
srven-spred dual-clutch mtomntic

‘h_
The winner transmission behaves vory well
Tha interior s madern and

What ws like funethonal and atilises soft-toach
= Engaging driving character materials on mast touchpoints.
» Wol-oquipped from basa Both driver ind passengors are

specHication afforded a good amount of space
w CJui bl dsil s laln] © i considering the bodystyle's tight

constraints, plus there are plenty

What we don't of storage options nnd & reomy
= TigT sisc ol Fosw Bar [alked Ali-litre boot

oorupants Om the romd, the Pums hos Bght

& busl use 95-ocisne fuol i a
FTHT AT
& Pricier énd of 1he segment

and direct stesring. a gutsy turbo
powertrain, and a ride that Judges
praized for zabsorbent nature
and refined ambience

Tell us about your car!

Drive.com. au

A e

THE FINALISTS

Kia Stonic Toyota Yarls Cross

What we like What we like

= SArong cwnarship value = Furniy interior materials ond
propoasiibon prisaentation

= Alfordale pricing fangs
® Wiary coimifortabie seals

What we den't

& Four an & l-raisvy ki, B bl i
foais a bil oid

» Car annoyingly starts in Eco mode

& Sowmiir Sub-pad maskerial in wse

Thie Stonsc meght not boast the latest
stylsng or features, but it is priced
shar ply tocut thecawgh the noise and
snag buyers’ attention, from $.21.490
o 529,950 before on-road costs
Thee Stonic’s interior s comfortable,
i1 s plenity O snlity Peatures, and is
extremeiy affordable torun. it's also
backed by Kia's seven-year
warranly

= Extiansive sl of saloty aquipmean
# Rl o Fguiar irhsaoed and s
fua-atficent

What we don't

& Cramped sscond row

= Long emargency braking ditanco
fov a Bght SUV

& Awioward dood Rancse placement

This Yaris hatchback-based high
riding crossoser brings now
generation Yarks styling with more
interior space and enhanced ease of
entry. The Yars Cross range is one of
the more expensive in the light SUV
class, spanning $26.990 10337.5990
plus on-road costs. though Toyota
offers aluel-eificenl rpbrid
poveRrTnEn &% a strog point of
difference

Importantly, the Puma has
earned a five-stor ANCAT safiety
ruting and has nn impressive suite
of active safety features, Including
mulonrmous emergency braking
with pedestrinn detection, lane-

departure warning, lane-keep
msia mied Lraffhe aim recognition,

Allinall, the Ford Puma isa
standout performer Inthe
increasingly competitive ght
BUV fleld

IelV=

BEST MEDIUM LUXURY SEDAN

Back-to-back wins for BMW 3 Series

Tom Fraser

The BMW & Serleala
unguestionably o segment
mainstay forused on the dynamic
sida of motorimg, but still manages
a high leveal of comfort for its
occupants and is adorned with
quality materials and a igh-tech
cabin

The BMW 3 Series s the Kind of
car that 1 impress drivers wnd
neighbours alike thanlks to lis
Pi|_]-|:|_l|-1h||,l1|ri\-11 @ rienoe and
upmarkal presentation, Whils the
lattor is considered more al a
subfectivi sspoct, the BMW's
driving dynamics are andoubtedy
the henchmark of the segmant.

= CAR OF THE YEAR f#lirF]

THE FINALISTS

Volvo 560 Genesis G70

What we like What we like

= Modarm, ket -Miokd Interior lryout = Skriking cabin presemtation

= Roomy cabin & Sfn Nicke quality ano handling

& High gusaily mslarial used
oy inout

What we don't

= Gear selector s a pain

= Picks up Blle road Imperfections

o (M- Py intesgrathon nolb the
smoothest

Where the BMW is a driver-locused
alfering in thee segrmenl, the Volvo

& Quslity hiving auperianca

What we don't

& Cramipesd second now

» Parts sharing with Hyundal

= Shopting Braks mited (o mesk
engine

South Korea's challenger trully
diserves its place on the podium s

Hendlined by o strong and The winner Imthat same bresth, the 8 S0 Iradis onits luxurious nalure riefreshing [0 Sie & newcomed's [ake
willing &0-Htre powerplant, the 1 Bertes’ duality of character means  and leslure-packed cabin It's on what luxury should be, and it's
Sartes oubputs a deiving What we like it can oparate s a quiot and unashamedly different from therest  abvious the amount of effart that
experience that wouldn't foel out » Sports secan driving sagrrencs ecomfortabie daily driver with an af the segrment, hiending an Hyundai's ey beind has put into
of place In more expensie w Excelibisnt v -contrie cabin ergonomic and well-appointed engoyabie and refined drive engineering a genuine allemative -
performance variants such asthe # Toch-lacken bnforior cabin. The [Drive infolalnment experience wilh & classy and bolhin the driving experience and
ME40] xDirive. systom is still one of the groats of contEmponary cabsin iFtefion presentation

It's a bemuotifully tight and What we don't all cors on =ala.
connected handling experience # s ricke guality than most BMW s Connected lelomatics
becioed ap by n powerful « SHNgy throo-yoar warranty gystom makos it skimple to stay in decent room for second-row The BM'W 2 Series is proof you
turbocharged engine and sbick * Limited storage tun® with the car when you're prssengers and ergonomics are don't have to spend over §100, 000
gearbox It would humble soime away, while [tems such &s keylesa typically well sorted. There's even  toget an engaging and haxurious
Hghter and maore nimbds hat entry nnid push-bitton start make o] st ARO-TRtre busol with ski- eprts sedam Ul will rewsrd vou
hatchbacks on a set of bwisty roads, it easy to jump in and go. There's chute nccess wvary time you drive it
BEST MEDIUM LUXURY Suv

Continual refinement pays off fo

James Ward

The Jaguar now answers all the
erudial questions arked ol it in this
segmment and offers comfort and
practicality, sporting
performance, impressive
technobogy and even solld value for
buyors.

Huaving the 'Jaaag naming rights
In the carpark can't be discoanted
either, The leaping cal’s
aspirational status is s strong ns
evor, and now Lho refreshed
F-Pace affers a level of quality smd
rifinerment Lo support that clasaie
Jaguar passhon.

Wi Lesilaod the ontry-lovel F-Pace
8, with o IR4kW 7 365Nm L0-Titre
turbicharged four-cytinder potml
engimne (there nre six and oght
e¥linder opthons up the range i you
want even more lesp from your
cat), and found performance
wcbisijuata for orban ruaRkng and fun

enough when exploring the
Dynamie drive mode settings.

It is, nfter all, the dynumic ability
wfthis ear which remaina a high
puoint.

The F-Proe feels wonderfully
dialled-in and engsging on the
open road, just like s proper
Jagaar should 1t's balanced and
direct, while still offering a

The Winner

Wit we bove

= Excafilont infolainment systom
wWith remote connectivity

& Sporting, yel comioriable o drive

= Siyltsh inside and ol with
imprassive i and Tinish

What we don't

= Stop/Start system can ba a lithe
imbnusive

= Transmission can feel a il eaper
Al low S

= & couple of usahility nigples

comforiable and lumurious feel
Inside, the Jaguar's cobin feels
equally speclal, with & revised
kavout, high-quulity pwitchgear
and premium touchpoints. It's nll
very sl ick, bt f's the now Piv Pro

Add more Drive to your day

1l.4-ioch infotainment system that
makes the bigrest differsne.
From the clssy and Infuitive
Intisrfcs deslgn to the breadth of
features, which mcludes mobike-
appeonnectivity for vehbcls
manitoring, the system Analy foels
as polished as the rest of Lhe car,
Standard equipmont levels are
o], with diriver asaistance tich
standard across the range. While
our test ear is a rather
corservEtTve apecification, y can
goto town when creating your
own, because the options are
soemingty limitloss.
In summary, the P-Pace has an
answer for every question
It'sstylish, practical, and
delightfial to drive. That i now
delivers betiler value and i cliss-
leading mfetainment system is
simply icing on Lhe calee.

r Jaguar F-Pace

THE FINALIST

Volvo XC60 Porsche Macan

What we love What we love

@ | gnniriows cabin with ascallent i = Fun 1o drive with propar
and Minksh porformance

# Practical space and family-friendly  » Mild styiing Teaaks keep | looking
sacond now oo

* Sty holiing up waoll * Hiue soat bodts!

What we don't What we don't

* Mild-mybeid hodpd. wilh stopistar - = Entry price not indkcative of roalk-
but no real mpact on efficlency workd Options are expansive

= Gebs enpenshee wihen you tiok = Not as mach room as others
bomes * irfolainmient & bt tricky to

* Mo Appie CarPlay navigateo

Last year's Best Medium Lusury SUV
winner has boen given a few beeals
] ez range now offers a 48-voll
mild-hyberid system in every model
Judges praised its it and finshina
truly kimuricus cabn, as well as an
expansrve array of technology

The Porsche Macan underscores the
Sport inSUV. Its styling has been
updated and the value proposigtion
adprted The update inchudes some
chasse changes and amild power
increansd bull also a price rise, which
heid it back m the competition.

More winners, videos and gallerles at omive com sy

Do you want to see the winners In action, read more on any
of the cars covered in this liftout, or read about the other
Drive Car of the Year categories? Go to Drive.com.au/
drive-car-of-the-year for comprehensive coverage of this
year's Drive Car of the Year awards,
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BEST EV UNDER $100,000

Hyundai Ioniqg

Kez Casey

Hyumiad bolddly showed newfound
confldence when it unveiled the
lonig 5 - a medium SUV with
styling that references the brund's
formative years when Hyamdal
was botter known as 2 bodget
brand,

B that as it may, the Tonig 5
Eemiratad hmpuﬂnhlmt
becaaso of its distinctive dosign
and its satisfying specifleations.
Mol H_ru:udul‘n Nirst BV by & bong
shot, but the first to make a real
impact.

Tt Mresidy i “choan” irlnidhl._lrp[ it
pays sttention to how you might
e theer e, Tha frant seal relax
mocie is just the thing if you're fnst
charging but don't care to wander
thraugh a shopping centre, of fust
want to stretch out and take a
break during along rosd trip.

Interior packaging showeases
the available space too. A fiat floor
and plenty of room between the
two rows of seals mean Lhat
overyone gets room to move.
Although not compact, the
dimsenshons are used to
tromendous effisct inside

O the rond, the lonig & is swift,
particularly tha more powerful
dual-motor model. More

The winner

What we like

= Hupe Intarior space, with wsar
arentad indissions

= Wl T I Py vl asguippei]

& Flaxibility to share changs with
obhar devices

Whal we don't

= Sloaring could do with moare
substance &t spoed

= i imterkor & NiThe 100 large Tor
shorter drivers

= SNQe SPeC Maans higher price

= CAR OF THE YEAR Jlirk]

importantly, it Fides with comfart
and batanece - just the thing for
chappy clty streets and rough-
shod rural roads. The lght and
easy steering makes parking s
breepe - although Judges did feel It
could dowith a touch more
‘wedght” to keep things settled at
freawny speeds,

While pricing ten"t budget-
minded, the loniq 5, from 871,800
fior the single motor{witha
clalmed 45 km range) or $75, 500
fior Lher dluial-motor moded (and its
clatmad 430km range ) comes with
an mgressive llst of standard
femtnres.

THE FINALISTS

Volvo XC40 Recharge

Pure Electric Polestar 2

What we llice What we like

® Jipsi-righi eiry-sired packaging & Punchy roling accelaration

& Lisafil driving range & Claan 6Ad SHee ko9 lorlor

* Planty of porformanca in reserve * A broak from tha SUV nom

What we den't What we don't

* Irdodairment feels a Itlhe ey * Pricing creeps up with options
spocond = _ and standard equipment could

# S0aTHe DK A0ING COMDHHmises be better

* Standing wooekeralion can feel
kamma

Diespile the unassuming
appiarance, he XCAD Rechar ge
packsa surprising 300kW ol
moboring excibernent. But

perfor mance wn'T the star, rather its
slick Scandinavian design that put it
onthe front lool. With pricing from
$76.990 plus aivi o cosEE, e
XCA0 Recharge Pure Electric offers
Incredible perfommance value.

» Rear seat comifort

Poliestar i a relatively new electric
orly span-oll Iroam Vioheo, The
Polestar 2 has the same 3J00k'W
dual-mobor povesTirsn ss e XCA0,
wrapped i a slesker SUV-inspised
Friee-dioor hatchback body, It has the
legs and performance to be s real EV
il eruider, isl B8 pdeimma
pesitianing tempers its value
eqLation somewhal

Along=hde simiarly sized 51TV,
v Ui within Hyumdoi's own
e, the lonig & stacks up well,
el curtaknly puts prestige bronds
i md bew,

Inthe end, the Hyundal Tonig &
took B convine ng vietory shead of
n stellnr field, giving us a taste of
Just how revolutionary the Electric
Vahicle revolution i grod gt Eo e,

BEST LIGHT suv

Ford Puma a city-SUV class act

Tom Fraser

Ewery time we get hehind the
whesl of the Ford Puma we come
way impressed not only ot how
good It s, but bow much of s
muassive |leap forward it is over its
pradecessor, the Ford EcoSport

The Ford Pums does have one
ol ihe more expensive line-ups in
tha segment (the RRF ranges
from $28 990 to 35 5400 plos on-
row] costs), bul Ford has
equilppod the Puma to s high
standnrd that sees it compela
convincingly with rivals. Mol to
mention the Ford Puma’s
entartaining drive characlerislics
areacut ahove the rest.

Every Puncs variant comes with
eatellite navigation, wirelesa
phone charging, LED ambbent
Interier lighting, DAB+ digital
raidbo, rain-sensing wipers, and
some nifty LED puddie lamps that
display o pumn eat.

The standard LO-litre
turbocharged three-cylinder
drivetrain punches nbove its
welght with competitive
AZKW/ITONm outputs, and the
srven-spred dual-clutch mtomntic

‘h_
The winner transmission behaves vory well
Tha interior s madern and

What ws like funethonal and atilises soft-toach
= Engaging driving character materials on mast touchpoints.
» Wol-oquipped from basa Both driver ind passengors are

specHication afforded a good amount of space
w CJui bl dsil s laln] © i considering the bodystyle's tight

constraints, plus there are plenty

What we don't of storage options nnd & reomy
= TigT sisc ol Fosw Bar [alked Ali-litre boot

oorupants Om the romd, the Pums hos Bght

& busl use 95-ocisne fuol i a
FTHT AT
& Pricier énd of 1he segment

and direct stesring. a gutsy turbo
powertrain, and a ride that Judges
praized for zabsorbent nature
and refined ambience

Tell us about your car!

Drive.com. au
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THE FINALISTS

Kia Stonic Toyota Yarls Cross

What we like What we like

= SArong cwnarship value = Furniy interior materials ond
propoasiibon prisaentation

= Alfordale pricing fangs
® Wiary coimifortabie seals

What we den't

& Four an & l-raisvy ki, B bl i
foais a bil oid

» Car annoyingly starts in Eco mode

& Sowmiir Sub-pad maskerial in wse

Thie Stonsc meght not boast the latest
stylsng or features, but it is priced
shar ply tocut thecawgh the noise and
snag buyers’ attention, from $.21.490
o 529,950 before on-road costs
Thee Stonic’s interior s comfortable,
i1 s plenity O snlity Peatures, and is
extremeiy affordable torun. it's also
backed by Kia's seven-year
warranly

= Extiansive sl of saloty aquipmean
# Rl o Fguiar irhsaoed and s
fua-atficent

What we don't

& Cramped sscond row

= Long emargency braking ditanco
fov a Bght SUV

& Awioward dood Rancse placement

This Yaris hatchback-based high
riding crossoser brings now
generation Yarks styling with more
interior space and enhanced ease of
entry. The Yars Cross range is one of
the more expensive in the light SUV
class, spanning $26.990 10337.5990
plus on-road costs. though Toyota
offers aluel-eificenl rpbrid
poveRrTnEn &% a strog point of
difference

Importantly, the Puma has
earned a five-stor ANCAT safiety
ruting and has nn impressive suite
of active safety features, Including
mulonrmous emergency braking
with pedestrinn detection, lane-

departure warning, lane-keep
msia mied Lraffhe aim recognition,

Allinall, the Ford Puma isa
standout performer Inthe
increasingly competitive ght
BUV fleld

IelV=

BEST MEDIUM LUXURY SEDAN

Back-to-back wins for BMW 3 Series

Tom Fraser

The BMW & Serleala
unguestionably o segment
mainstay forused on the dynamic
sida of motorimg, but still manages
a high leveal of comfort for its
occupants and is adorned with
quality materials and a igh-tech
cabin

The BMW 3 Series s the Kind of
car that 1 impress drivers wnd
neighbours alike thanlks to lis
Pi|_]-|:|_l|-1h||,l1|ri\-11 @ rienoe and
upmarkal presentation, Whils the
lattor is considered more al a
subfectivi sspoct, the BMW's
driving dynamics are andoubtedy
the henchmark of the segmant.

= CAR OF THE YEAR f#lirF]

THE FINALISTS

Volvo 560 Genesis G70

What we like What we like

= Modarm, ket -Miokd Interior lryout = Skriking cabin presemtation

= Roomy cabin & Sfn Nicke quality ano handling

& High gusaily mslarial used
oy inout

What we don't

= Gear selector s a pain

= Picks up Blle road Imperfections

o (M- Py intesgrathon nolb the
smoothest

Where the BMW is a driver-locused
alfering in thee segrmenl, the Volvo

& Quslity hiving auperianca

What we don't

& Cramipesd second now

» Parts sharing with Hyundal

= Shopting Braks mited (o mesk
engine

South Korea's challenger trully
diserves its place on the podium s

Hendlined by o strong and The winner Imthat same bresth, the 8 S0 Iradis onits luxurious nalure riefreshing [0 Sie & newcomed's [ake
willing &0-Htre powerplant, the 1 Bertes’ duality of character means  and leslure-packed cabin It's on what luxury should be, and it's
Sartes oubputs a deiving What we like it can oparate s a quiot and unashamedly different from therest  abvious the amount of effart that
experience that wouldn't foel out » Sports secan driving sagrrencs ecomfortabie daily driver with an af the segrment, hiending an Hyundai's ey beind has put into
of place In more expensie w Excelibisnt v -contrie cabin ergonomic and well-appointed engoyabie and refined drive engineering a genuine allemative -
performance variants such asthe # Toch-lacken bnforior cabin. The [Drive infolalnment experience wilh & classy and bolhin the driving experience and
ME40] xDirive. systom is still one of the groats of contEmponary cabsin iFtefion presentation

It's a bemuotifully tight and What we don't all cors on =ala.
connected handling experience # s ricke guality than most BMW s Connected lelomatics
becioed ap by n powerful « SHNgy throo-yoar warranty gystom makos it skimple to stay in decent room for second-row The BM'W 2 Series is proof you
turbocharged engine and sbick * Limited storage tun® with the car when you're prssengers and ergonomics are don't have to spend over §100, 000
gearbox It would humble soime away, while [tems such &s keylesa typically well sorted. There's even  toget an engaging and haxurious
Hghter and maore nimbds hat entry nnid push-bitton start make o] st ARO-TRtre busol with ski- eprts sedam Ul will rewsrd vou
hatchbacks on a set of bwisty roads, it easy to jump in and go. There's chute nccess wvary time you drive it
BEST MEDIUM LUXURY Suv

Continual refinement pays off fo

James Ward

The Jaguar now answers all the
erudial questions arked ol it in this
segmment and offers comfort and
practicality, sporting
performance, impressive
technobogy and even solld value for
buyors.

Huaving the 'Jaaag naming rights
In the carpark can't be discoanted
either, The leaping cal’s
aspirational status is s strong ns
evor, and now Lho refreshed
F-Pace affers a level of quality smd
rifinerment Lo support that clasaie
Jaguar passhon.

Wi Lesilaod the ontry-lovel F-Pace
8, with o IR4kW 7 365Nm L0-Titre
turbicharged four-cytinder potml
engimne (there nre six and oght
e¥linder opthons up the range i you
want even more lesp from your
cat), and found performance
wcbisijuata for orban ruaRkng and fun

enough when exploring the
Dynamie drive mode settings.

It is, nfter all, the dynumic ability
wfthis ear which remaina a high
puoint.

The F-Proe feels wonderfully
dialled-in and engsging on the
open road, just like s proper
Jagaar should 1t's balanced and
direct, while still offering a

The Winner

Wit we bove

= Excafilont infolainment systom
wWith remote connectivity

& Sporting, yel comioriable o drive

= Siyltsh inside and ol with
imprassive i and Tinish

What we don't

= Stop/Start system can ba a lithe
imbnusive

= Transmission can feel a il eaper
Al low S

= & couple of usahility nigples

comforiable and lumurious feel
Inside, the Jaguar's cobin feels
equally speclal, with & revised
kavout, high-quulity pwitchgear
and premium touchpoints. It's nll
very sl ick, bt f's the now Piv Pro

Add more Drive to your day

1l.4-ioch infotainment system that
makes the bigrest differsne.
From the clssy and Infuitive
Intisrfcs deslgn to the breadth of
features, which mcludes mobike-
appeonnectivity for vehbcls
manitoring, the system Analy foels
as polished as the rest of Lhe car,
Standard equipmont levels are
o], with diriver asaistance tich
standard across the range. While
our test ear is a rather
corservEtTve apecification, y can
goto town when creating your
own, because the options are
soemingty limitloss.
In summary, the P-Pace has an
answer for every question
It'sstylish, practical, and
delightfial to drive. That i now
delivers betiler value and i cliss-
leading mfetainment system is
simply icing on Lhe calee.

r Jaguar F-Pace

THE FINALIST

Volvo XC60 Porsche Macan

What we love What we love

@ | gnniriows cabin with ascallent i = Fun 1o drive with propar
and Minksh porformance

# Practical space and family-friendly  » Mild styiing Teaaks keep | looking
sacond now oo

* Sty holiing up waoll * Hiue soat bodts!

What we don't What we don't

* Mild-mybeid hodpd. wilh stopistar - = Entry price not indkcative of roalk-
but no real mpact on efficlency workd Options are expansive

= Gebs enpenshee wihen you tiok = Not as mach room as others
bomes * irfolainmient & bt tricky to

* Mo Appie CarPlay navigateo

Last year's Best Medium Lusury SUV
winner has boen given a few beeals
] ez range now offers a 48-voll
mild-hyberid system in every model
Judges praised its it and finshina
truly kimuricus cabn, as well as an
expansrve array of technology

The Porsche Macan underscores the
Sport inSUV. Its styling has been
updated and the value proposigtion
adprted The update inchudes some
chasse changes and amild power
increansd bull also a price rise, which
heid it back m the competition.

More winners, videos and gallerles at omive com sy

Do you want to see the winners In action, read more on any
of the cars covered in this liftout, or read about the other
Drive Car of the Year categories? Go to Drive.com.au/
drive-car-of-the-year for comprehensive coverage of this
year's Drive Car of the Year awards,
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