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Who Is Jeremy Hammond?

Jeremy Hammond is an anarchist and antifascist hacktivist who is
serving a ten-year prison term for disclosing information about the
private intelligence firm Strategic Forecasting, Inc. (Stratfor),
revealing that they had been spying on human rights defenders at
the behest of corporations and governments. WikiLeaks later
published these files as the “Global Intelligence Files." Included
within the release is evidence of corporate corruption; instances like
the US government spying on the personal health of Venezuelan
president Hugo Chavez; the Department of Homeland Security's
report of the Occupy Wall Street movement and its plans for
infiltration; the spying on activists in Bhopal following the Union
Carbide gas disaster in 1984; and Coca Cola hiring Stratfor to spy
on animal rights’ activists.

Why Is his Case Important?

The government says this is “cyber-terrorism.” We say Jeremy is a
whistle-blower — an essential role in a free domestic society, the
basis of which is an informed public. People have a right to know
what their governments are doing behind closed doors, in emails,
when there is corruption. Do not prosecute the messenger, rather,
hold accountable those that are holding information hostage against
the people. Jeremy’'s case is an example of a governmental
increasing of digital dissent, in which the laws are bent in order to
prosecute activists who are speaking out against corruption.

As part of his statement at sentencing, Jeremy said, "l targeted law
enforcement systems because of the racism and inequality with
which the criminal law is enforced. | targeted the manufacturers and
distributors of military and police equipment who profit from
weaponry used to advance U.S. political and economic interests
abroad and to repress people at home.”
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“| targeted information security firms because they work in secret to
protect government and corporate interests at the expense of
individual rights, undermining and discrediting activists, journalists
and other truth seekers, and spreading disinformation.”

Jeremy Fights a Grand Jury

In August 2019, Jeremy was summoned to appear before a grand
jury in the Eastern District of Virginia. It is the same grand jury
believed to the one that is currently imprisoning Chelsea Manning
for bravely refusing to testify. Like brave grand jury resisters before
him, Jeremy firmly believes that grand juries are repressive tools of
the government, used to investigate and intimidate activist
communities and are abused by prosecutors to gain access to
intelligence to which they are not entitled. The U.S. government’s
blatant abuse of the grand jury process in this case continues a
clear pattern of targeting, isolating, and punishing outspoken
truth-tellers and activists. We must stand up and say that enough is
enough. We cannot allow the government to use fascist intimidation
tactics to target, imprison, silence, and torture, those who threaten
their power.

Jeremy has no intention of coperating with this, or any other grand
jury he may be called in front of. Simply by calling him in front of this
grand jury, the government has already added a minimum of nine
months to his sentence by removing him from a program he was
participating in at the federal prison he was serving his sentence at,
He faces up to an additional 18 menths in prison for contempt if he
refuses to cooperate with the grand jury.

How Can | Help?

There are many ways you can help Jeremy.
The most important is writing to him. His address is:

Jeremy Hammond, A0182888
William G. Truesdale Adult Detention Center
2001 Mill Road
Alexandria, VA 22314

Please see bit.ly/5easyactions for all the information you need
about writing to Jeremy, including rules of what is and isn't
acceptable to send through the mail.

You can also follow updates on Jeremy's case at freejeremy.net or
twitter.com/freejeremynet.
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