Black Flag

Anarchlst Review

Anarchism
and the
General
Strike

Louise Michel
raising the
Black Flag

Anarchism
In Brazil
(1903 -2013)

And much mor e
Spring 2023

Volume 3 Number 1




Contents

Anarchism and the General Strike ... 3
The Federalist  Intemational 21
The 1889 London Dock Strike 35
The 1893 Belgium General Strike 45
The Twentieth Century 55

The London Congress Of 1881 ... 81

THe LYON THal e 91
The Arrest of Kropotkine eV
The Trial of the Anarchists at Lyons 97

The unemployed demonstration of 9 March 1883, a snapshot of

anarchism in the early 1880S  .....ooiiiiiiiii e 106
The Trial of Louise Michel 109
Loui se Michel 6s Def.enc.e..St.at.emen.t 121

Albert Camus and the AnarchistsS ..o 123
Bread and Freedom 125

Lessons for Anarchists About the Ukraine War from Past

S0 11 11T O SS 129

Anarchism and Social Movements in Brazil (1903 -2013) oo 138

Brian BiQQINS e 150

PariSh NOLICES  ..eiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 151

Appeal of 1 St May 1896 ......cooovviiieiiiiiii 151

Declaration of the Accused Anarchists before the Lyon Criminal

L0 ¥ | £ SRR 152

Editorial

We start with Anarciimand the General Strike, promptedthg general strikbeing discussed at the 1873 Congress
of the Federalist International Workers6 Associatio
general strikeén both theory and practideboth being important asvents influenced the developm®f ideaswithin

both anarchism and syndicalisitfter this overviewwe include a selection of original texts on the general dinke

many weltknown anarchist thinkers and activists (many of which are translated into English for the firsitene).

hope they will both enrich our understanding of anarchist history as well as anarchist practice and theory now and i
the future.

We then move onto the London Congress of 188g&king to correct all too common generalisations and distortions.
AsKropat ki n himsel f rightl y s aliaskthéaourtinat tp confinse mylsgeeches Wwithi a |
resolutions concerning the diffusion of chemical knowledlgée seek to present thosend other speechésand

indicate how looking solely at thes@utionsi as most noranarchists do gives a distinctly false impression of both

the Congress itself and anarchist ideas and straRaglier than simply being a gatherinfganarchistspouting

dynamite bluster, the Congress represeatedde range ofnti-parliamentarian socialist opinioncluding those, like
Kropotkin and others, who advocated working within the labour movement., 8sellg voices were ignoredid this

in turn raises gquestions over t heer sréelaantd otnhsidimlep wvbhea w

The Lyon showtrial is covered next, wheover 60 anarchists (including Kropotkiwgre arrested on spurious charges
who thenusedit to propagate their idea#/er e pr i nt Ni col as Wal tcentefpgoray epodsu n t

The year 1883 also saw Louise Michel raise the Black Flag during an unemployed demonstration in Paris, so startir
the process by which it eventuallgcamehe iconic anarchist symbol. Like the Red Flagplacedit was a

recogniged symbol ofvorking-classresistance in Frandethe workers in Lyon had raised both during their

insurrection of 1831Constance Bantmattiscussefts contextand wereprinta contemporaryeportof the trial

published in the individualist anarchist jourhibertyas wellasMi ¢ h e | 6 statemerit e n c e

This year also marks the T @nniversary of the birth of Albert Camus and we take the opportunity to recount his
links with the anarchist movemigoy reprinting an article by Nick Hdaas well apublishing a new translation of his
famous 1953 speech to French trade unioiigtB r e a d a n dvhidh summarisey his libertarian ideas.

ThenWayne Pricaliscusses lessons for libertarians frpravious warsWe end with an overview of the anarchist
movement in Brazil between 1903 and 2013, a subject nokwelln in the Englistspeaking world

If you want to contribute ratherah moan at those who do, whether its writing new material or letting us know of on
line articles, reviews or translations, then contact us: blackflagmag@yahoo.co.uk



Anarchism and the

General Strike

It did not take the appearance of anarchists to
invent the idea of a general strike. It was the
producti like so much of anarchism itsélfof the
workers themselves. So, in Britain, the
popularising of the idea of the general strike is
usually attributed to William Benbow (1784841)
who was involved with the National Union of the

Wor king Cl asses

Ho | i danydth away from workin 1832. It

lain McKay

being international in scope.dan be of a single
trade or industry to many and even all. It can be
planned (called for a specific day by a union or
party, such as the British General Strike of 1926) or
spontaneous (such as the Great Strike of 1877 in
America) or a combination of botkuych as the
American EightHour movement of 1886). It can

and pr olpedosreformsyforinS Eigittour DAy artuniversah |

was later adaed by the Chartist Congress of 1839 supporting other workers), for defence against
reaction (such as against the

while in 1842 a general strike
erupted across Britaih.

So do not think we are trying to
suggest that anarchists inventec
the general strike. Here, we are
simply trying to summarise the
birth and development of
anarclist perspectives on the
general strike and to debunk
certain myths or correct certain
misunderstandings. We will not
present a comprehensive histor
of general strikes but rather limi
ourselves to discussing
anarchists and their view of the
general strikeas a tactic for
social change. We will, of
course, mention specific strike
waves as these informed
anarchist advocacy of the tactic
as well as confirming the
correctness of holding this
position.

First, however, we need to clarify what we mean

by Agenerkhéodo as
practice and in theory.

Il n terms of practice,
range of possibilities. It can vary in extent, from a
town, to a region, to a nation and, potentially, to

we will discuss how
the idea of the
general strike arose
within anarchism and
how it changed over
the years by drawing
lessons from actual
general strikes which
did take place as well
as from debates
between anarchists
an d within the wider
labour movement

Kapp Putsh of 920) or for
social revolution.

Likewise, if the general

suffrage), for solidarity (for releasing prisoners or

strike can take many forms,
so can the theory associated

with it: how it is envisioned
can vary from advocate to
advocate, from group to
group. This means that
some (like Industrial
Unionists andome
revolutionary syndicalists)
can see it as simply a case
of Afolding
agreed day until the
capitalist class agree to the
demand to hand over its
property. For others
(revolutionary anarchists
and most syndicalists) it is
seen as growing owof

ar

partial strikes to become the

starting point for a general expropriation and

it var.i @s%jrregt@rh Pe S%e%tlYe?l;@ S«’}/SO varl;{ OVBI"[HT}G

certain groupings init

pporting one

version of the general strike but overtime coming

1 Mick Jenkins,The General Strike of 1842ondon:

Lawrence and Wishart, 1980).

means

r

a to Adycedtetafiothér (tiRednchirekofuonagyo v e r s
syndicalist CGT being an example of this). This
certain criti



can simply be irrelevant (i.e., they are not negative impact of the division of labour suggests a
addressing the perspective of its advocates) or, at wider perspective than that usually attributed to
best, out of date (i.e., they addragsosition him.

formerly held but now rejected for a different one). Yet it must be stressed

As will become clear, anarchists have usually any impact on anarchisimProudhon ever
concentrated on discussing what is needed to turn anentioned him while Bakunin mentioned him

strike wave into a general strike and then into a once, in passing before his discovery by

social revolution (having quickly abandonibe individualist anarchists in the 1890s. His influence,
notion of starting the social revolution by simply such as it was, was limited to Marx and Engels.
calling a general strike). Likewise, anarchists do  However, the embrace of Stirner by anarcho

not see the general strike as an act by which we  syndicalists in Glasgwv in the 1940s and 1950s
demandhe means of production but rather a who took his notion of a
process by which wiakethem. l i terally asisho@ede¢hatBis g Un
ideas were not appreciated by individualist

With that in mind, we wlldiscuss how the idea of X
anarchists alone.

the general strike arose within anarchism and how
it changed over the years by drawing lessons from The first selfprofessed anarchist Pierdeseph

actual general strikes which did take place as well Proudhon was opposed toikés over economic

as from debates between anarchists and within the issues (although the reasons for that opposition are
wider labour movement. often distorted by Marxists and usually used in an
attempt to discredit anarchisas suchin spite of
Proudhon alone holding that position). Yet during
First, we must start before revolutionary anarchism the 1848 Revolution he advoedtwhat was

devel oped within the I neffectivelatheigeneral strikenesequre postieal
Association (subsequent¢hgngee ef erred to as the #AF
|l nternational 0) .

Precursors of Revolutionary Anarchism

One only needs very little knowledge of the

The first anarchist or, more correctly, someone
later considered an anarchist by othiets raise
the idea of a general strikea general ceasing of

people and of governmental machinery to
understand what an irresistible force such a
system of opposition would have had, if

work i as a tactic was, somewhat surprising, arch solemnly annoured and energetically
individualist Marx Stirner who noted its potential maintainedé I f the pe
in 1844: refused to pay its taxes once, it would never
pay them again and government would
become impossible! If the citizens are

taught to split themselves up, if the history

of the Roman people on the $a Mount

is repeated by way of a parliamentary

conflict, very soon the departments and
provinces will separate from one another:
centralisation will be attacked on all sides,

we will fall into federalism: there will be no

Of course, the means of pr odelActhoritg,n are al so fth

ey i ponera i o i ey T8 retbrbnct R orets GRS

expropriation by the arkers, the seizing of the was_marked by increasing mequ_allty an_d mtern_al

means of production as well as previously political struggle between the aristocratic patricians )
and the common people (A0

p{ggﬂg:?g%ﬁggsr:aerg 'Zjﬁfigggsh?gs'egomze latter were imprisoned or enslaved when they could
P 9 property not repay their debt In 494 B.C. the plebs simply

Eﬁlt (:lecil;(sjj?\iguparESL':fr]neab\lzoiTgnbeer :Eg;bg.ttdth:;' a5 walked out of the city to the Sacred Mount leaving
9  (NEY Judg the patricians rulers of an empty city. The

of what they wanted although his comments on the

The laborers have the most enormous
power in their hands, and, if they once
became thoroughly conscious of it and used
it, nothing would withstand them; they
would only have to stop labour, regard the
product of labour as theirs, and enjoy it.
This is the sense of the labour disturbances
which show themselves here and there.

I Max Stirner,The Ego and Its Ow(Rebel Press, London, AConf es sRieovrod ua RPraperty is Hheft!
1993) 116. (Edinburgh: AK Press, 20} 469.



patricians had no choice but to negotiate and so the
tribunes of the plebs were founded to protect the
people against oppression.

Proudhondés argument was
discussion in hi€onfessions of a Revolutionasy
civil resistance to the oppressive conservative
Assembly and Government produced by the first
elections of the Second Republic. Despite his
opposition to strikesn the economic terrain, he
rightly saw the power of a general strike to tame
oppressive governments and impose popular
reforms that would push society towards anarchy.

The Federalistwing of the First International

't i s within
that the general strike truly becomes part of
anarchism and it is interwoven with the
development of revolutionary anarchism itself
within that organisation.

The General Strike was first

raised in the Internatonalby O We ar e not f a general strike as a

CB:eIr(;:ul#m delﬁgz;]lt?hs atits 186 from the moment when revolutionary tactic as a
ongress when they . . . . successful strike in

proposed a resolution which partial strikes will be NelLchatel W

Aur gel[ d] t hase .

work should war break out in transformed | nto a féé&ﬂf&iéﬁ?ﬁ;

:) 2 f ; r o ; € f] {3 Z E E general strike which will strikes will be

vigoLous actiorrll to prevlent a put the workers in ggpesrgrgﬁgelr\]:/?\iih will

war between the peoples, , ;

which today could not be possession of the Eg;;@igggkgfr?hlg

considered anything else i nstrument s of {nstruments o

than a civil war,seeing that,

since it would be waged

between the producers, it would only be a struggle
bet ween br ot hl@hedollowingd c i
yearsawitspape, 6 | nt er,masdtheonal e
general strike as a means of social transformation:

When strikes spread, they gradually
connect, they are weclose to turning into

a general strike; and with the ideas of
emancipation that now prevail in the
proletariat, a general strike can only lead to
a great cataclysm which would renew
society. We are not yet there, no doubt, but
everything | eads wus

A" Resol ut i Black Fag Anafahist, R@vigwol. 2,
no. 2 (Summer 2022), 20.

2iNouvelles
SAiOrgani sation
see Michael Bakunin,

Black Flag Anarchist RevieWol. 2 No. 2 (Summer 2022).

pa

But dondét the stri
rapidly that the fear is that the cataclysm
will arrive before the proletariat is
§uﬁicie8tly or%nis\%q? MVS tlhink not, first
because strikes already indicate a certain
collective strength, a certain agreement
amongst the workers; next, each strike
becomes the point of departure for new
groups. The necessities of the struggle
impel workers to support each other across
borders and across trades; the more active
the struggle becomes, therefore, the more
this federabn of proletarians has to expand
and strengthe.

t h eAssbamatioa r n &hts was imanediatgly repuldished dy Bakunin in
the Swiss Internationalist paperé £ g afew t ®
days later, showing his support for its position on
the general strik¢ The idea quickly spread and by
Jure 1870La Solidarité a

Swi ss
edited by James
Guillaume, support the

The article appears to

envision the general strike starting on a specific
ga}/ with a sgecific demand:
Zenso.

Instead of ruining ourselves by partial
strikes, let us organise a general strike.

Let a single cry resound throughout Europe:
cessation of work for sea reorganisation!
And that in factories, mines, factories,
workshops, construction sites, quietly,
without making much noise, we abandon
work. Society, on pain of death, must then
submit to the collective will of the

t h e woskérs®

4 Quoted by Caroline CahriKropotkin and the Rise of
Revolutionary Anarchism 1872886(Cambridge: Cambridge
d 61 ho e x B7@archel@c8.d ¢ University Pess, 1989), 336.

ke O Alige,2 Arilel86& ® n ® ? Quotesl byCharles Thomanmn,e mouvement anarchiste

i Or g a n idans tes noontagren rkuckieeloises a le jurs hethaisk e 0
Chauxde-Fonds: Thesis, 1947), 183.

5

k es

i Bakun



The Belgium federation held a regional Congress supposition coul lead to fatal mistakes.

in April, 1873, which saw the delegates discuss The revolution has to be contagious. It
Afithe question of the gener aduldlzxdaeplorabe jf one coungyidd aot e d
the means of effecting the expropriation of the start a revolution because it was waiting for
capi t allHewevercd tendescy was help from others.

expressed to carast the general strike to the
partial strike which was generally not shared
elsewhere. In August, another congress of the
Bel gium Federation was
the general Congress of the Aatithoritarian

Il nt ernati onal 0 needidfaviour
of t he g e?naarnaslof pmdtice,ithe e .
general strike was utilised, with various degrees of
success, during the Cantonal Revolts which swept
Spain from July 1873 onwards during the First
(Federal) Republic. In some towhdike Alcoy i

the general strike turned into a revolution while in
othersi like Barcelond it remained a refusal to
work 2

With some notable exceptions, the general strike

was supported by most delegateaul Brousse

then an anarchist and leading advocate of .

§1°8 70 85 DG §)abih Sdatian Beloda@l o
pposed the notion based on their experiences in

W%arcgl a (Qltﬂorud% YridtHer Spanish delegate
supported it due to the experience in Alcoy), as did
the delegate of the British Federation, John Hales,
who rejected the notion as he believed it required
such a high level of prerganisation that it was
impractical. The Congress decided to issue a
somewhat bland resolution after the discussion,
which was leld in private so as not to alert the
powersthatbe of possible revolutionary strategies.

As may be expected, theqBel fd3f geldrafstriReBw dufof

Zl#?isgﬁ?hgiitgﬁ;;neInneitrailr\?t?cl)(r?a?iﬁﬂ;ﬁec\:/(;ni?\ress of thestruggles waged by the International across Europe.
A i Indeed, the move towards a general strike was a
September 1873. They urged the importance of the g

: : : . logical outcomeb t he necessity o
general strike as a tactic which could mobilise the solidarity with, for examdjlf’ the Jura Federation

workers for revol uti on: &-ﬂ e ind § .o a
: arguing i n y5187 urin ;5rdirz9ded1sgrlke
[n%ven:er;]t gnto éﬁ;;gf:@ii:?ﬁggg%‘? V\:;rkers that a wider struggle against capital was needed:
ge. AYes, it has to be recog

||oetrspe(t:_t|ves|. r?!sed ?t tk|1e ldgbaée.l A.‘S O.OLEdOi some ensuring the successoftveo r k er s 6 d e ma
nhternationalists particularly in Seigium na generalise the struggle, to oppose the world league
argued for the general strike as an alternative to 7o

. : : of labour to the univers
partial strikes rather than an extension of them, . . .
viewing it as starting on a specified day and time ~ The general strike was again mentioned at the

with an explicitly revolutionary aim. James annual congress of the Jura Federation in 1874 in a
Guillaume expressed a different perspective: report delivered by leading mgintAdhémar
: : . Schwitzguébel:
Is it essential that every movement breaking g .
out amongst the workers should be ithe idea of a genera
simultaneous? Should the ideal of the which would put an end to the miseries they
general strike, given the meaning which is suffer, is beginning to be seriously
attached tdhese words, be that it has to di scussed by workersb?o
break out everywhere at an appointed day organised than ours. It would certainly be a
and hour? Can the day and hour of the revolutionaryact capable of producing a
revolution be fixed in this way? No! We do liquidation of the present social order and a
not even need to bring up this question and reorganisation conforming to the socialist
suppose things could be like this. Such a aspirations of the workers. We think that
1James Guillaume, 61 nt er nat i onal e, d oficBuankeunntisn iestt ssoo uivne nSprasi n di d no
(Paris: Stock, 1909) IlI: 81. Engels did and saw no need to reject theiitipslbased on
2Cahm, 2223 them.
3 There appears to be no comprehensive account in English of* Cahm, 223
this movement and many accou’QuotedhyCahit224uti |l i se Engel so
diatribe AThe Bakunini st s at8Inthe original sense of tHe teimt (i.ewg/inggospark o bj e
work of history rather than a polemic aiming to mock and collective revolts by various means) rather than acts of
discredit the opponents Marxism within the International individual terrorism, as it became synonymous with years
labour movement utilising articles written by Marxists in later.

Spain who had the same goal in mind. Suffice to say, the " Quoted by Cahm, 3



this idea should not be brushed aside as From 1877 to 1886

utopian, but on the contrary seriously i Developments on two Continents

studied!by us toobo _
The spontaneoustrike wave and popular revolt of

So by 1873, the ger_leral 'str.ike had been _r.aised, July-September 1877 in America was recognised
discussed a}nd applied within the Federalistg of by anarchists in Europe as an example of the

the International across Europe. As would be potential of the general strike. Starting in response
expeded, it reflected the experiences of those who g 5 wagecut, the strike spread along the railway
discussed it, changed in the light of developments |ines and in many placesrhed into a general

and debates but the idea of a general strike as a  jhgrrection, with pitched battles with the armed

means of social revolution was now part of forces of the Statd.
revolutionary anarchism. As _ _
Kropotkin later summarised: Kropotkin penned two articles
" ; t by 1873, the general on the events, the first argued
€ workng men a . that the movemer
the Congresses of the strike had been proclaim any of those
:jryternatlodn?rll..- raised, discussed and principles which have become
Iscussed the ' _ o so familiar in Europ¢hrough
fl;ndamelntql question applied within the international propaganda: the
of a revolutionary . . abolition of wage labour, the
reconstruction of Federalist -wing of the establishment %f collective
society, and launched  |nternational across property, the abolition of the
the idea which has o State. The uprising had no
since proved so fruitful Europe € it reflected flag, laid no principle, planted
T the idea of a General . no marker . o What
Strike. As 10 the the experiences of was Hto have an:
political formwhicha  thpge who discussed sectionsofthelner nat i or
sockty reorganised by . : in the places which had seen
a social revolution It, Changed in the the momentarily triumphant of
might take, the Latin . t he opul ar i ns.t
Federations of the light of developments Choe P - f he peopl ¢
International... and debates capital, of factories, of
pronounced workshops, would have
themselveslln f_avour . organised work for their own benefit; as master of
of an organisation based on the federation e palaces, of bourgeois tsms, they would have
of free Communes and agricultural installed the families of workers in them; they
territories... The two main principles of would have created in a

modern gndicalismi idi rect actpPde Os t&Fmnsdcond betnoaned that the
they say now, and the elaboration of new  gqcigjists in America were focused on elections
forms of social life based on the federation ypile the trade unions were limited to wagsues,

of the Labour Union$ these two principles  5rquing for a socialist labour movement which both

were at the outset the leading principles of - 4rganised in the workplace and raised socialist
the I nternational Woi'dg%léaﬂcggodﬂ.enos

Associatior? o _
) _ ) ) Elisée Reclus also commented upon this revolt and
It was with this perspective that anarchists worked |ike Kropotkin argued for the need to turn a

countries as well as analysing and learning from 5 i mi n g for workerso cont

struggles both near and far. _ _
Masters of the railroads as they were in

some states for more than a week, the

! quoted by Cahm, 225. 3 Jeremy BrecheiStrike! (Boston: South End Press, 1972), 1
ASyndical i sm RractdStrdggl@Againsti s mo 24.
Capital: A Peter Kropotkin Anthologiedinburgh: AK Press, ‘AAffaires Bubenn® Fédgnaton ,
20149, 405. Jurassienng5 August 1877.
SABul | eti n L aAegardeslf Augustdd7o.,
-



strikersé woul d hayv einthawbrkglacemassentbly and committee for
expropriate the companies by virtue of their managing their lahga without the need for bosses
collective authority and to manage, for the  or owners. Likewise, how the federation of strikers
benefit of al, the lines of railways of which  assemblies into councils could be the means by
they had temporarily become owners. It which social decisioimaking can be taken away
was then that the real revolution would from the state and its bureaucracy and placed into
have startedé Fir st ihdharad of thosetshbpctesitynaapelythby o f
the people support edwakmgclasst ri ker sé but as
soon as commodity The final

prices increased, a&= Congress of the

s_oonl at_s general International took
g';(;ga%;’on was place at Verviers
! Belgium) in

interrupted to the (Sepfqemb)er 1877
detriment of the but the end of the

ordinary International did
advantages of

AR not stop
civilisation, they - ] anarchists
ceasedé T ‘ AR applying the

question is still that i
of bread: the ‘
hunger of the

ideas generated
within it in their

o respective
producers caused the:jst)lrlke, that of countries. In Fance, for example, the Lyons
consumers put an end to it wor kersod Congress in ear
As can beseen, the general strike was now fourpoi nt programme: At he
intrinsically linked with expropriation. This was from all bourgeois politics; the organization of

reflected in resolutions passed in August 1877 at a trades unions for revolutionary ends; the creation
conference of delegates from the French sections inof propaganda and study groupsad the federation
ChauxdeFonds: of these trades unions and study groups in order to
exploit areas of popular agitation and direct them to
revol ut i éWhile tlye resalutiods. 0
Kropotkin, amongst others, helped to prepare them
I were not passed (parliamerngaism held sway),

the anarchist who raised them (Ballivet) ended his
speech with a proteyndicalist perspective which

is worth quoting:

5™ resolutioni The French Federation
resolves thait will take advantage of all
popular movements to develop as far as
possible its collectivist and anarchist
programme, but it calls upon the groups that
make it up not to compromise their forces
for the benefit of a victory for a bourgeois
party. | shall try to say, in a few words, what
tactics we would like to see adopted by our

6" resdutioni In the event that strikes )
fellow workers:

break out in places where the French
sections have influence, the sections of the Stay as far asgssible outside any
French Federation should take advantage of expression of bourgeois society;
the circumstance to give the strike a
revolutionary socialist character, by urging
the strikergo end their position as wage
workers by taking possession of the
instruments of work by force.

On the terrain of trade associations,
definitively pursue the formation of unions;
these unions, however, should not only
propose the defence of wages, but the
abolition of wage labour, by the collective
It is easy to see how an assembly of striking appropriation of all means of production;
workers and their strike committee can be turned

El i s®e Recl us, i lLatrav@ileury e d 6 RADa@drStaffiord Erom Anarchism to Reformisthondon
revue socialiste révolutionnair&eptember 1877, 134. School of Economics: London, 1971), 112.

2James Guillaumé, 6 1| nt er n at ints et solvenirs d o*€Cahm,e45

(Paris: Stock, 1910) IV, 248.



Create everywhere mixed circles of social
studies for the propaganda of our principles;

To federate from the bottom up these
unions and these circles to extend as far as
possible their internal and external meahs
action to try to immerse us in what is the
product of popular activity, attempting to
give to its efforts a broad and human goal.

In a word, to produce, in the very heart of
todayodos society, the
society of the future; so thahdhe day

when social development brings about the
death of bourgeois society, the new society
will be ready to replace .

The following year saw Kropotkin argue that
anarchists sought #Ato
the transformation of the propertystem by the
expropriation pure and simple of the present
holders of the large landed estates, of the
instruments of labour, and of capital of every kind,
and by the seizure of all such capital by the
cultivators, the worker
agricdtural and municipal communes. The task of
expropriation must be carried out by the workers
themselves in the t?Bevns
pointed to the Spanish Anarchists as an example to
follow, Ato build this
on the dg of revolution: the revolutionary trades
union. Trades sections, federations of all the
workers in the same trade, federations of all the
trades of the | ocality,
the soil, the instruments of labour, all social
weal t ho emhrow[ingd thefiState,

procl ai m[ing] %{Heébnked the e
need to build a fighting union movement with the
social revolution:

b

The goal of the revolution being the
expropriation of the
wealth, it is against these holders that we
must organise. We must make every effort
to create a vast wor
pursues this goal. The organisation of
resistane to and war on capital must be the
principal objective
organisation... the strike being an excellent

'Ballivet, #fiLa repr®sentadaio
Vie Ouvriere 5 May 1910, 533. James Guillaume later linked
this speech to AThe | deas of
AA propos du discours de Bal

syndicalist journalLa Vie ouvrierg5 July 1910).

means of organisation and one of the most
powerful weapons in this strugdle.

This perspective was taken up, expanded upon and
taken tois logical conclusion in December 1882
when Kropotkin commented upon the Great Strike
of 1877 in his discussion of Expropriation as a key
feature of any successful social revolution. This
article was included in his first anarchist book
Words of a Rebeh 1885 and is worth quoting:

o r Yellnwvhen thése aays cavnfandtitisér f r e
you to hasten their comirigwhen a whole
region, when great towns with their suburbs
have got rid of their rulers, our work is
marked out, it is necessary that all
machinery be returmkto the community,

at so¢j ets held by jndiyjduals,be
itur%egi%?ss[ true%mlrgsteé ev\gr%anéef so that &
each can have their full share of
consumption, that production of all that is
necessary and useful can continue, and that
social life, far from beig interrupted, can
resume_with the greatest rgy. Wi t
t??f:-r g ra\gﬁg a%d%flgs t zﬁrgi\}e u;é(ptf‘c]) ucet
essential for life, without the granaries, the
\Harep ses, tgeos[]olqs[tk}a cgn}ai tge 5
accumulated products of work, without the
factori ng workshopkat supply
éb%icse}sthﬂe gn\é\/talw%;]rlkﬁtrﬁe tho%usLar[\%%ol;]ectg
of industry and craft, as well as the means
of defence, without the railways and other
means é)f cqm@%n-ic ti?]n éhat\ﬁl W s o
exchange our p ducts with the free
communes of the surrounding arand to
Co m?‘mplﬂng oug efforts for resigtance and for

attack, we are condemned in advance to

perish, we will suffocate like a fish out of
water which can no longer breathe although
bathed entirely in the vast ocean of air.

ho Il_ef]| u% rrecsall tr?efgrea% sc%ri?(el m?lvsaéjl s
engineers that took place a few years ago in

rin

s 0

an

for a

~

of fi s

k e r gngericg. I *h‘jgtrﬁﬁ.r@aastoﬁ PUOHC ¢ hat
recognised that their cause was just;

everyone was tired with the insolence of the
0 nies, and they werg glad to see them
girﬁ;r%ashsg gat“%hg n%errc§o§ their crews. But
when they, masters of the tracks and
locomotives, neglected to use them, when

of

fin Tdhue PA noal r@ct hai r si tat of \daeuaf | &ractical n ehnet
Re al i sDirdctiStruggle, Against CapitaR21.
SiThe Wotr &enabi MdeidsiniairRebeli he Sa
(Oakland: PNl Press, B023),239ed i n the | ead
‘“AWor ker sd OWwogdaof a ReheP50.0 n 0 ,
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all the flow of trade was interrupted, when their lives becase they advocated Syndicalist
food and goods of all kinds had doubled in  methods as the most effective, in the struggle of
price, public opinion changed sides. | abor against capital .o
AnRat her the compani e 0 u a -
break our ans and legs than those idiot ®nt Q Pésti : f? : ? n (‘)"hlg \r:dar ﬁ‘\ztgéo Ir( ; rr1l
strike r|s Wh 0 leave U Englltshcfang%ggé“r{e\MsSap &th |\ﬁ/|§[§£l
Do not forget it! All the interests O.f the appeared in a few weeks before the strikes for the
CIOWd ”?L;]SF b? sqfegu?rdgd qnd Its neebds, eighthour day* Given that many members of the
fal:ﬁng V\t’.'tf. |tgllnst|ncts orjustice, mustbe  \\ypa had either seen or participated in the 1877
y satistied. strike wave, its arguments clearly resonated with
This showed both the power of a general strike and them.
the neeq to turn it as soon as possiblg into a general The London Dock Strike of 1889 and after
expropriation in order toestartproduction and
di stribution undogto wor kByrth 6arlyc1880d, leadihg anarchists had realised
mention to allow the coordination for the defence  the potential of the general strike as a means of
of therevolution and other essential functions. starting a revolution but also the dangers inherent
in it if it did not become a general expropriation.
Without ths, the general strike would fail simply
because the

The 1886 Eight Hour Day strikes in America also
showed the power and potential of a general strike.

Initially called _
by the working class
Federation of would suffer due
Organized to the lack of
Trades and necessary

Labor Unions supplies.

in 1884, the However, the
organisation | rest of the 1880s
proclaimed | saw far too .
tha on the many anarchists
of May 1886 _become

the working infatuated by
day would be dynamite bluster
eighthours, and abstract

\ N revolutionary

rhetoric ratler than the practical work within the
labour movement which marked the late 1860s to
the late 1870s.

enforced not
by feeble laws but by the workers themselves. By
1886, the idea had caught on with, for example, the
rank-andfile of the Knights of Labor joining the

movement in opposition to iteadershig. While However, the period was not without progress for
initially dismissing the movement as doomed to anarchists fAplayed an i m
failure (thanks, in part, to residual views from Union, securing a declaration in favour of the

when they were followers of Marx and Lassalle), generast ri ke at a meeting o
the anarchist I nternatiwhial eWarKmoge Peoptedsf ul
Association (IWPA) joined the agitation anckth radicalise trade unions developed when a leading
strikes which erupted on May'10n May 4", the trade union militant, Joseph Tortelier, joined the
police attacked a peaceful rally near the anarchist movement in 1884 and eventually
Haymarket, a bomb exploded and the State had thesucceeded in persuading Bes i | dhambee$

perfect excuse to crush the anarchists: as Emma
Gol dman | &ve man han totpay with, g

A Ex pr op Wordsbfia Rebell99200. Earth (January and Feuary 1913), before being revised as a
2 Brecher, 37. pamphlet the same year, 1913. It should also be noted that
SAiSyndicalism: The ModRadn Me Gaddman reguarlylextpredtormdyridisatisi, direct action and
Emma Speak#in Emma Goldman Read@ew York: the general strike.

Humanity Books, 1998 87. Initially published in “A EX pr op The Alarm 20Margh 1886.
ASyndical i sm: I'ts TheoMgtherand Practicedo in two parts in
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syndicaleof Paris to declare for the general strike the strike as evidence to support his labour
at a large meetilng i n Naorientatabamarchittodnsihisnd.

These tendencies were reinforced by the practical The following yeaii 18901 saw an anonymous
example of the 1889 London Dock Strike which article entitl kedRévdl@adn er a

inspired the likes of Kropotkin and Malatesta t with the words: fAWe want
write more on the need for anarchist involvement labour, without masters, without laws, but simply

in the labour movementAs the former grouped by affinities. Since the general strike is the
summarised many years later: cornerstonef our liberation, cry out long live the

gener akPLosise Michkl evas @lso regularly
lecturing on the general strike and issued a
pamphl et which procl ai me
capital is a fiction, since without work it cannot

The strike was a wonderful lesson in many
respects. It demonstrated to us the practical
possibility of a General Strike.

Once the life 6the Port of London had exist, and it isot suffering for the Republic that is
been paralysed, the strike spread wider and necessary; but creating the Social Republic... for
wider, bringing all sorts of industries to a all, a free huma¥hThisy upo
standstill, and threatening to paralyse the  would be achieved by an expropritory general
whole life of the five millions of strike:
Londoners. . .

Taking possession is more accurate than
Another lesson of this strike wasn expropriation, since exppriation implies
showing the pwers of the working men for an exclusion of one or the other, which
organising the supply and distribution of cannot exist, the whole world belongs to
food for a large population of strikers. The everyone, each will then take what he

demonstration was qui t eneeds.nladividuliproperty dersists in

Kropotkin wrote two articles for French anarchists living despite its antsocial results, the

on the striké’. The first argued that the Gre@ock crimes it causes on every sidé single
Strike was fAthe picture of 9egerasgiecquldfinighitoff ifis s ng
during the Revolutiono andCOW'Hng'ﬂhne%thﬁrdeﬁ‘iertsm%{‘lth@d i n
way that brought a shiver down the back of the instinct of life-- revolt or die [there is] no
bourgeois to what extent a great city is at the mercy other alternative... No one can believe that

of two or three hunwhs ed t hBUaNSRrEatiqng qf gogigties steps vyith
fithe general strikeo whic husﬁ”ﬁjéh@tth‘&F‘%S‘\/'”H%‘?Q”@Wtél'csést re
of the workerso even if it thgendofpgogress.Hiseommugigt W 0
[to] cease work on the sa m@nargp&vy,hlgh I$0R e hgr’,,zcaﬁ\;gréeaeryt he
necessity owWorkammoagstthb i st s tos'

workersé to prepare f or The &igingsd thd géneral stitké Werfe ®dihg felt

Revoluto n°.Tke strike had shown millions of across the globe, in Germany, Brazil, the United
wo r k e ruselessnessfehe employers, whose  States in Britain and Belgium (in the latter two
harmfulness they have known about for a long court r i es, fiit is by a hun

ti meo and had conifdnthenedsaniakehs sar éheosydy up,
ability of workers to organise themselves, . ) .
federalism and the possibilibf agreeable work, Anarchists toﬁk a keen mteretst mSth°'éoI May

ithe work of the societ (I{]n?w?"ﬁ'g\f;’ |clp]a(,%)§eage|£tﬂe chnéjc{
Expropriation, followed by Anarchist I er{w lona pa:;,se a resolu IO?N 'T(g 5 b
C o mmu n § Semifarlyowith Malatesta, who used nternationa or erso

I Cahm, 259. SAiCe qu
2Formore details see | ain McKay, ATHBL&aogd
of 1 darhidSyndicalist RevieMo. 63 (Winter 2015). "TARA pro
3f 1 8 8967: Glimpses into the Labour Movement in this 1889.

C o u n tDiregt &truggle Against CapitaB95. A Gr ®v e Gle R&oltasl Marchd1890.

41n 1897, these articles were included in a pamphlet with a  ° Louise Michel,Prise de possessidParis: SainDenis,
four page preface and an article by John Burns, one of the ~ 1890), 5.

strike leaders, entitleda Grande Gréve des DocKEhe 10 Michel, 1214,

Great Dock Strike 11 Michel, 14.

e s ta Révalté uSememper 1889 0 ,
Lh Bdvdltesoff Beptinsoér 1889.
to doAssocaCrtbbherpre e o
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Kropotkin rejected the idea of the day being a This disappointment did not stop anarchists
simply one for marches and urged that it be markedworking within the unions. With the movement

as a general sk&i for winning the 8 Hour Day towards renewed and strengthened anarchist
and, potentially, as a means of creating a participation in the labour movement underway,
revolutionary situation.So while anarchists in Malatesta raised some concerns:

1890 and 1891 saw as an opportunity for the
workers to show their strength across the world on
the same day, German
Social Democracy like
the trade union
bureaucrats in Britain
pushed celebrating
International _
Wor ker so D _
first Sunday after May
152 The prestige of
the German Marxists
within the Second
International proved
decisive in which
vision dominated how
the F'of May was
marked, as Kropotkin
lamented:

As in the

Internatlonal, The Belgium General Strike of

the idea of the  1150ps of the paramilitary Garel Civique fire 1893 saw Malatesta in the

general strike on strikers near Mons on 17 April 1893 country® He shared his views of

_emerged and the events with Kropotkin who

Its . o penned an article fdra Révoltenoting its

|mplementat|on seemed imminent, as the importance in terms of how it presaged the early

various trades bated together, federated days of what could become a social revolution and

and too_k to the streets on Maj. These the inability of Belgium anarchists to push it

were stirrings that had to be halted at all further than its limited initial goal to secure

costs. universal suffrage. This article was considered

The Marxists took charge of thét. important enough for its arguments on anarchist
AWhat should have been ?C“V'rgy tOéP%%’BWaBSFdeﬁeSdP”aNH'Cho f the
solidarity pact between the oppressed of every concluded:
countryp Mal at esta bemoaned a Thelostopgperamitgin Belgiunelast April
Awhat should have been a r sweuidben useful lessbreto ai Anarthests. a r

The general strike is pached and this is all
to the good; but, as | see it, imagining or
announcing that the general strike
is the revolution is plain wrong. It
would only be a splendid
opportunity for making the
Revolution, but nothing more. It
might be transformed into
revoluion, but only if the
revolutionaries wielded enough
influence, enough strength and
enough enterprise to drag the
workers down the road to
expropriation and armed attack,
before the effects of hunger, the
impact of massacre or concessions
from the bossesoene along to
erode the striker
longer should the strike be the
warfare of folded arms.

forces, what should have helped prepare the people There is little doubt that if our comrades
for todayos gr edthegemesalo | ut i load devoted asmacih energy to an active
strikeT has turned into thieastof labouri and a propaganda in the labour movement as to
feastday i tt 1 e “observed! o talking bombs and dynamite, the result,

whenthe opportunity for action came,

i Al-Vems EanRévoltg4 October 1890. “A T hso f1 M@&gmplete Works of Malatestgdinburgh:
2See, for exampl &Mayetl &BirkaK r io proRress, 2016) llii 3.

Struggle Against Capitdthis threepart article originally SiMatters ReTheoMethdd ofdneemhs: Ano ,
appeared iLa Révole on 18 and 25 October and 1 Errico Malatesta ReadglEdinburgh: AK Press, 2014), 106
November 1890). 7.

SAiThe Death of t hRrecNSruggld nt e r hDavide duncatdMaking Sense of Anarchism: Errico

Against Capital 338. Mal atestabs Experi meél®is wit h

(Edinburgh: AK Press, 2015), 1@
12



would have been very different. What
might have been the beginning of a social
revolution in Belgium has ended in a

mi serabl e fiascoeé.
union, every cepperative society, every
club, every voluntary assodian of

workers has amongst its members several
convinced Anarchi
Revolution will be an immediate practical
possibility. Then there will be men in every
district ready to seize the opportunity

of fered by a great
warning by Belgium and avoid the fatal
mistake of standing aloof from the daily
practical interests of the mass of our fellow
workmen. A true Social Revolution can
never be brought about by a few
enthusiasts. It is a change wrought
throughout the inmostepths of the people;
a change of heart and mind and spirit in
enormous masses of mén.

S

Again, the importance of organised anarchists
within popular movemenftslike a general striké

is seen as key, the means of transforming a protest
or revolt into asocial revolution. A strike, no

matter how large, Handof-itself would not

become a revolution automatically. The role of
anarchist$ the militant minorityi was crucial.
Malatesta, likewise, explained other lessons to be
learned from these events ahéit aftermath:

Let us now ask the parliamentary socialists:
if the people, denied stalled political

rights, were able, by virtue of the strength
of their organisation, to impose their wishes
upon the government, why do you say that
nothing can be achied unless deputies are
appointed? And why, having managed to
win universal suffrage with admirable
vigour, have they not managed to win
anything worthwhile since then? Might it be
because, whenever the people vote, they
grow accustomed to looking to Pantiant

for everything and cease doing things for
themselves?

Then again, all the effort put into securing
the votei for the right to appoint the people

1A Word i Free®m dusecldos.,

AHow to Get é WGompleteWdorksofva nt o
Malatestalll:71.

SFor more detail s, see David
Wor ker s: The

Reviewvolume 1 Number 3 (Autumn 2021) aihbking
Sense of Anarchism36141.

Wh e n directly&r vy

StSﬁ

to whom they look for certain reforniis
might that not have been effort better
invested in going after éhdesired reforms
trade

Unsurprisingly, when Anarchists sought to secure
their right as socialists to participate in the Second
Internabonal at the L?ndon Con%'ess of 1826

solidarity with the |dea dlhe general strlke in
contrast to the politicians who are using every

t th 't it untjl th t
EERE Bl Bnarbnit welt bxphiéi

from the Congress, they held a coustereting at
which ALoui se Migendradtrikea d v
Partial strikes fail and partial revolts fail and lead

to hecatombs of victims of the best of the workers.

A general strike would mean a general revolt which
could not be put down by massacres. Their duty

was to organise the miserabledadowntrodden

for this | ast g7YAeresolutianf f o
saw the definition of fp
beyond the electioneering insisted upon by the
Marxists:

all AnarchistSocialists agree that the
emancipation of the labouring masses by
organised struggle against Capital by means
of a general strike is absolutely impossible
without systematic struggle against the
monopolised State... organise all who are
already fighting against Capital for a
generalPolitical Strikeagainst the State,
moropolised by the capitalist cldss

Anarchists helped ensure the general strike made
its way into the French trade union movement,
becoming part of revolutionary syndicalism and
from there spread internationalilyhelped by
anarchists across the globe whallbeen raising it
since the late 1860s. It even started to permeate
into the Marxist movement, with Social
Democratic parties developing within them
advocates of the idea who would not be put off by
appeals to the authority of Marx and Engels.

1905 and dter

By the dawn of the new century, the general strike
was international and spreadindpoth in terms of

“AThe Wor ker sdo @oect@iruggiesigamst 1 8
Capital, 348.
SProceedings of the Internat.i

Eondbny JulyAaidust, A 89§Giasgove Tha LabosirtLsadeg n d

1 8 9 Black Blag drmmhisC o0 nl§%6)e6d.s 0O ,

5 Proceedings65-6.
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advocates and practice. In 1902, the German delegates had nominated an executive of

anarchistsyndicalist Arnold Roller published his eight membersé Si mi
pamphletDer Generalstreik und die Soziale most probably have sprung up at Moscow
Revolution(The General Strike and the Social and elsewhere, and at this moment the
Revolution in London which summarised its workingmen of St. Petersburg are

nature and history. This was translated in 1905 as systematically arming themlses in order
The Social General Strikend Max Baginski and to resist the aksol

others circulated it at the founding conference of
the Industrial Workers of thé/orld in June of that
year, where the veteran anarchist Lucy Parsons
spoke about it to the assembled delegates:

Many years ago the general strike was

advocated by the Latin workingmen as a
weapon which would be irresistible in the
hands of labour for imposing its will. The

| wish to say that my conception of the Russian revolution has demonstrated that
future method of taking possession of this they were right. Moreover, there is not the
Earth is thabf the general strike; that is my slightest doubt that if the general strike has
conception of it. The trouble with all the been capable of forcing the centuradd
strikes in the past has institution of autocracy to
been this: the 0A general strike was capitulate, it will be capable
wor ki ngmen also of imposing the will of
and go out and starve. declared.  dNonsense! A the labourers upon capital,

Their children starve.
Their wives get

and trat the workingmen,

general strike is with the common sense of

di scourage impossible! Othe fools which they have given such
conception of the . striking proof, will find also
strike of the future is said, even then. But the means of solving the

not to strike and go the Workingmen set labour problem, so as to

out and starve, but to make industry the means not
strike and remain in earnestly to stop all of personal enrichment but
and take possession c . . of satisfying the needs of the
the necessary propert work in the great City, community?

of production. If and fully succeeded. In In the anarchist press, he

anyone is to starviel ]
do not say it is a few days the strike
necessary let it be

noted that t h
much reminds us of the

e became general_ o) Central Committee which
the capitalist class. oreceded the Paris
With the Russian Revolution of 1905, jiewer Commune of 1871, and it is certain that workers

and potential became obvious. Kropotkin rightly across the country should organise on this model.
noted the emergence of both the soviets and the usén any case, these councils represeat th
of the general strike: revolutionary strength

Another prominent feature of the Russian
revolution is the ascendency which labour
has taken in it. It is not social democrais
revolutionary socialists, or anarchists, who
take the lead in the present revolution. It is
labouri the workingmen. Already during
the first general strike, the St. Petersburg

conferred by direct action added to the general
striked and get Atheir
to Ilive and produceol,

Kropotkin stressed how it validated anarchist
advocacy of the general strike:

| a

ut

e

o

the workers and peasants

h

t h
foundations of t he commu

workingmen had nominated 132 delegates, A general strike was

who constitut etlofthe AiCounAi enSoal estri ke 1 s
Union of Wor ki ngmen, 0 asad, etehthes.d8utthe workingmen set

'iSpeeches at thenvVehBlAtkids, f diuLnodAicntgi oo di rect e et Lesa Gr —

Flag Anarchist Reviewol. 2 no. 1 (Spring 2022), 126. Temps Nouveay Decenber 1905.
Peter Kropotkin, fATme Revolution in Russiao,
Nineteenth Century and Aftdbecember 1905), 880.
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earnestlyto stop all work in the great city, by an orderofthemaor i ty of wol

and fully succeeded. In a few days the del egatesé a strike ¢
strike became general. What the when it is willed by a large majority of the
workingmen must have suffered during wor ker s é

these two or three weeks, when all work

was suspended and provisions became

extremely scarce, one can easily gime;

but they held outé Once
Russia, Moscow, had struck, all the other

Eﬁwnf flf IIoweddihSt. PeLersburg Zlqonl Jomded to the necessity of not losing sight of the
€ strike, and the workingmen dispiaye necessarﬁlpreparator work aﬂmnﬁst the
ee

the most admirable 0rgapehrsthlhé fobkerd the'efiadiny

A whole country had struck against its immediately the first fruits of the victories

goverrment , al | but the 1 9 RSefaaindthroft fee\g .
: . gaied throligh the general strike,
days the strike had spread over all the main andé starting the exp

cities of the empire, including Poland and and means of roiyctio and consumption
t

Finlandé Al i fe 1in thlemltné)éﬁvin A éc\ﬁﬁngréyer

a standstill. And what exasperated the rulers
most was that the workers offered no
opportunity for shooting at them and-re This resolution summarised the lessons gained
establishing for der ofromyhe Infarradonat onwagisunions ag means
weapon, more terrible than street warfare, ~ 0f combating and replacing capitalism, the key role
had thus been tested and proved to work  Of the general strike as starting a social revolution
admirably* and the recognition that it needed to be extended to
both expropriation and insurrection. Similar
viewpoints were expressed in the resolutions
passed osyndicalism and the general strike at the
Thesociald e mocr at s c¢ ons i drgernatibnal@nawhust Goegressdeld the

unions as aaid in their political fight; the following year® Malatesta made the point
anarchists, on the other hand, consider themexplicitly in his speech at it:

asnatural organs for the direct struggle

with capital and for the organisation of the principle [of the general strike] and promote

future order or % an smhetre:ltlﬁ t oare kit as mugch a | can, and have done so for
necessary 0 achi eve € wor s%vrer%ll?/ealg.mfﬁb general strike has always

We want to add that although a general
strike is a good method of struggle, it does
not free the people that use,it from the

ne egsﬁy Oﬁ:lsrﬁ’léd tstrunge against the
domi nating order é we

possible?

This was reflected in the conclusions of a Russian
Anarchist congress held in 1906:

As far as | am concerned, | accept the

goal seé struck me as an excellent means to set off
We could all appreciate the importance of the social revolution. However, let us take
the general strike for Russia last October, care to avoid falling under the dangerous
when even the unbelievers had to admit its illusion that the general strike can make the

revolutionary potent i al evoluiensupearfiuoub.ol dI vy
declare that the general strike, proclaimed

by our Western European comrades as a halting production the workers will starve

meansof producing a revolution, has the bourgeoisie into submission within a

proved to be a powerful weapon in the few days? Personally speakggfér | can think
f

tshtttrhu ggl Iete'k .h 0 }[Ne v ? o twe h &Hoﬁwing} nfore AfsURtE TRE fitst to starve
atthe general Strik€ IS not an Instrumen to death during a gemnal strike will not be

that C"’?tf; be us%dtgytthe W'I.l oflcet;]trgl q the bourgeoisie who have all the
committees and that can simply be decree accumulated produce at their disposal, but

We are expected to believe that by suddenly

'"iThe Revolutiedn in Russi ao, “Malatdsta had in mind statements like the general strike
AThe Russian RevolDirdctiSouggeandipnabahigmbe[ing] the first t
Against Capital 4767. understand and feel what it n
3 The International Anarchist Congress: Held at the Plancius stop working for them and they will starve in spite of their

Hall, Amsterdam, on August 2681%, 1907(London: money. 0 ( AifThe&dcidl G&erhal BtedE€hicago:
Freedom Pres4907), 212 Debating Club No. 1, 1905], 8, 17).
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the workers, who only have their labourto a c t

live on.

The general strike as it is described to us is
a pure utopia. Either the workers, starving
after three dys of striking, will go back to

work with his tail
will decide to take the products into his own
hands by forceé. | et

inevitable insurrection instead of limiting
ourselves to exalting the general strike as if

twere a panacea for al/|l
Rather than inviting the workers to stop

working, what we

should be doing is OLet us

asking them to go on
working, but for their
own benefit. Wless
that happens, the
general strike will
soon become a
general famine, even
if we were strong
enough to
commandeer all the
produce in the
warehouses straight
away?

ourselves, on the
spot: the control of
the factories should
be in the hands of
those who work in
them; the means:
direct action and the
gener al S
too long the toilers
have felt themselves
mer ehatnds
subjects. It is time to

The importance of the
general strike as a means of
creating a revolutionary
situation vas shared by the
likes of Emma Goldman, so
often slandered by Marxists
and others as some kind of
Alifestyl eod
we see her and her comrade
urge the creation of a
revolutionary weekly paper
to supplemeniother Earth
nto deal aborf |
its battles, hopes and
aspirationso
Afcannot devote i1tself
exclusively to one
paper would expand upon the articles on the class
war inMother Eathand woul d be fa
champion of revolutionary labowe must carry
our ideas to the men
Ahow all i mportant is

to realize their
strength to assert
t hese.

t

t ha
t he

! The International Anarchist Congress of Amsterdam (1907) 2f T o
(Edmonton: Black Cat Press, 2008), 124

i on

and
anarchists to work with them:

the general s

It is for us, as Anarchists, to point out to the
workingman the rdacause of his
dissatisfaction, misery and oppression; to

b et wiepress upon$im the igeffidency of traudes

unionism, pure and simple; to convince him

u s of the damgeroug usdlessnessoh i s

parliamentary methods. We must discover
to him his natural weapons and the
posvefiul neards at hand to make himself
free; we must point out to him the methods

act

tr

0

a remember their rights
as human beings and

6

a

so successfully being used by
his European brothers: the
revolutionary tactics whose
final destiny it is to free labor
from all exploitation and
oppression, and usher in a free
society; the modern, efficient
weapons of direct action and
general strike?.

The journal
terrible fear with which the
solidarity of labor and the
General Strike movement
inspire the masters will teach

the disinherited the world over

to male common cause and to
appreciate to the fullest extent

the powerful weapon in their
handso and stres
solidaric General Strike [is]

| aborés gredun e
example oMother Earttd s
engagement with the class
struggle can be seen in relation
to the general strike in
Philadelphia, which saw
Voltairine de Cleyre raising the
need to turn a general strike

into a general expropriation in

its April 1910 issue:

there is no doubt that the

hope

m

par t i c uénemyrepognesseasehatthe wehpenobr o p o

industrial warfare in the future will be the

f iggneral stmkel a n d

dreads ité

workers perceive, that it must be the strike

which willostaypiratime tfactaryy noago dut?

gi

whiclo willeggaedthe machonkes, ahd alleve t
no scé to touch them? which will organise,

Our

Chother aattle September 1907.
S Obser vat i ons MaherEar Augusielf08.s o ,

16



not to inflict deprivation on itself, but on
the enemy? which will take over industry
and operate it for the workers, not for
franchise holders, stockholders, and office
holders? Do they? Or will it take a few
thousandnore clubbings to knock it into
their heads®?

Anot her article
power, by means of united and direct action,
forever to put a stop to the wholesale slaughter of
capitalist greedé Let
spot: thecontrol of the factories should be in the

us

expropriatory and a means to create a social
revolution rather than the revolution itself. It was
recognised that the generailst could take many
forms and anarchists sought the tactics needed to
both promote general strikes and to push the ones
which occurred towards revolutionary ends, based
on an analysis of strike waves which had happened

i nsi st e ddigimpficatigns gfprgvious EEPEONS: s s e s

Developments within

Revolutionary Syndicalism

act for ourselves,
Anarchist involvement in the French labour

on

hands of those who work in them: the means: directmovement was one of the key factors in the rise of

action and the general strike, asabotagevhich

has accomplished such splendid results in the
syndicalist movement of
|l ong the toilers have f
and subjects. It is time to remember their rights as
human beings and to realize their strength terass

t he’Gm.laddman summari sed
perspective on the general strike:

revolutionary syndicalism in that country. The
anarchists raised many of their ideas within the
mavemery gejection pfplecfioneening, gireck | | ¢
eifugabms@IdeRSmef@Pighah
organisations taking over workplaces, and the
general strike. It is fair to say, given the ignorance

t apckdistgrijog abpugagarchism, many consider

these notions as syndicalisther than anarchist
including the general strikelndeed, it is often

By the General Strike, Syndicalism means a proclaimed aghesyndicalist strategy.

stoppage of work, the cessation of labor.
Nor need such a strike be postponed until
all the workers of a particular place or
countryare ready for it... the General Strike
may be started by one industry and exert a
tremendous force... The General Strike,
initiated by one determined organization, by
one industry or by a small, conscious

mi nority among t he
taken up by may other industries,
spreading like wildfire... Syndicalism
recognizes the right of the producers to the
things which they have created; namely, the
right of the workers to help themselves if
the strike does not meet with speedy
settlement... the GeneralriBe will become

a fact the moment labor understands its full
valued its destructive as well as
constructive value, as indeed many workers
all over the world are beginning to realfze.

The seeds planted in the International in the late
1860s had blossomd by the 1910s, as the anarchist
perspective on the general strike had become well
definedi primarily spontaneous, spreading,

'!"A Study of the GeneBlaakFlagt r
Anarchist Reviewol. 2 no. 1 (Spring 2022), 60.

With these ideas now associated with the main
French union federation, the CGT, they became
more respectable and were discussed within
Marxist parties, particularly by those on their left
who could see the limitations of
parliamentarianism. In 1904, leading French
syndicalist Emile Pouget contributed a history of

w g orneral strike to g gpecial dsgup of a leading

French Marxist journal whichiscussed its various
aspects and its evolution in syndicalist rahkie

noted how many assertions by the enemies of the
general strike failed to take into account how the
idea had changed within syndicalist ranks, from a
Af ol ded ar ms 0 spscific daykirethec a |
1890s to a spontaneous, spreading strike which
moved quickly to expropr
control (as regards the latter, similar perspectives
were expressed by British syndicalists in the

19109).

This is reflected in the syndicalisovelHow We
Shall Bring About the Revolutiq909) which
Pouget wrote with Emile Pataud. In it the
revolution was not a passive folding of arms but

ArarehisiCro minlu inli & d eAlpchoiSyindicalist @view
78 (Winter 2020).

M. B., HRAEver | Mdhericartg ApNa2ltder o, ALa Gr ve G®n®r aleMowemernte Soc
SEmma Gol dman, @@yndical i s mo socidise : revue bimensuelle internationaleddune and July

4 Space precludes discussing the differences between 1904.

revolutionary anarchism and syndicalism but this is addressed®l ai n Mc Kay, ATom MannBlachkd Br

her e: Il ain McKay,

iPrecur s orkagAérchiStyRevetwot hro.i3 fAmtunin\2021).T h e
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rather an active, insurrectionary and expropriatory from capuring it, it deprives capitalism and
movement which spread from a union dispute the State of all means of defence, while at
rather tlan being called for a specific day. The the same timabolishingindividual

general strike fAvery soon prdperty, geplating ity colleciive property.

ins_urrectional striked and fAthe Eigvr\'/o?dftﬁelgenaélétriké(er
occupied the centres 0‘; has a power ammediate
S;)ve"r n(;ntehnt action, a? ” Pierre BESNARD transformation, and this
]Pe € h € repéesen ative e power is errcised for the
0 the tate. sole benefit of the

the provision trade :
. . roletariat whom th
constituted themselves into proletariat, to whom the

L ¢ : | possession of the apparatus
commissions for - X o of production and exchange
\F/)vL i0 }/ |e s |0 t(:) E |e P gsg 0 S (Io I] 5 offers the means ofdically
Capitalism, had been yn ".'ﬂlﬁ uveienrs gijnesrformlng the social
societies for combat, ; '
changed into societies for et la The expropriatory general
production; and each in its strike, with violence which

sphere set itself to the the proletariat will

r o
reorganisati @ I!EVOIIIlIOII Sociale invariably be obliged to use,

Theyalso saw the necessity will be, moreover, clearly
for the forga -5 insurrectional.

defence, with a Trade Union Its effect will be felt at the
an d F e der a | bl same time politically and
ASyndicalist el A8 economically, whereas

not a force external to the (B [0 F sioiear s wbvonoENERALE insurrection permits a party
pe0p|e_ They were the | 3 Lucien CARIO, Imprimeur, 39, rue de Montrouge, Gentilly to act Only in the p0||t|ca|
p60p|e themse'§' field.®

Aihad t hesensedanmo n _ . _ . _
arm themselves in order pootect their conquered T h'i s winssrredtidnary afid expropriatory

libérty. o generalstiké and A[ o] n the dut
. _ _ [work] stoppage will depend the future of the
This vision of the genelestrike was repeated in revol utionary move%ikent , o

1930 by Pierre Besnard. The general strike, he need was to restart prod

ex pl ai n especificallyasgndidalestve a p o n %anagement:
whi ¢ h ¢ a ndectiesmdnnefiwitinall a

revolutionary situationshatever the initial factors Let us, now, examine hnat are the
of the movemeRandcomrastedii n mo Ehargeierstics of the general strike. | have
with action by political parties: said that it signified in the first place and
o , , above all, the cessation of production, and
It is directly opposed tmsurrection,the work, under capitalism.

only weapon of the political parties. .
This means that workers, then the peasants,

Itis, by far, more complete than that. In must simultaneously stop work. Doessthi
fact, _vvhereas the latter only makes it _ mean they must quit their place of work and
possible to take power, the general strike abandon the means of production to the
not only provides the possibility of bosses? No. Unlike what happens during a
destroying that power, of getting rid of strike, workers will have to at the same time
those who enjoy it, of preventing any party stopwork, occupythe place of production,

1 Emile Pataud and Emile Pougeétpw we shall bring about that the Social Revolution will probably meet with on its

the Revolution: Syndicalism and the-Gperative way. o0 (xXXXxvi)

CommonwealtiiLondon: Pluto Press, 1990), 94, 63, 121 2 Pierre Besnard,es Syndicats Ouvriers et la Revolution

158. Kropotkin, it should be noted, suggested in his preface Sociale(Paris: CGTSR, 1930), 249.
that the aut h o ragenuatedahe eesistance s i °@esmaal 249y
4Besnard, 252.
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get rid of the bossexpropriatehim, andget was latter associated with revolutionary

readyto get production moving again, but  syndicalism had been developed within the

in the interests of the revolution. Federalistwing of the International and the
anarchist movement which enged from it. The
anarchists in the 1870s saw the need to organise
unions which would both fight for gains within
capitalism and be the means of replacing it, using
strikes and other forms of direct struggle against
capital with the aim of turning theseana general
The similarities to the ideas expounded by the likes strike and the seizing of the means of life by the
of Kropotkin and Malatesta are clear. workers themselves.

The cessation of work and production will
mark the end of a regime, the expropriation
of the possessors of the means of
production and exchange and at the same
time the ovethrow of State powet.

Just as the anarchists had refined their position ovenarchist support for a general strike is leng

the years, so had syndicalists. This meansthat  standing and is intimately linked to the rise of
certain critiques raised by, say, the Bolshevik revolutionary anarchism within First International.
were addressing a position which had long been  However, this advocacy wanot uncritical and it
discarded by leading syndicalists, reflecting the quickly recognised driven by analysing actual

early years of the movement or held by similar, but mass strikeét he | i mi t ati ons of
by no means identical, movements such as armso general strike. Ra
Industrial Unionism (the IWW). This is to be strike into a revolution, to move beyond the

expected syndicaists, ceasing of work to

like anarchists, sought
to learn the lessons of
the strikes they were
involved in as well as
address the critiques
raised against them by
others in the wider
socialist and labour
movements.

the seizing of
workplaces was
stressed. In short,
the general strike
was seen as a
possible start of a
social revolution but
it had to go beyond
this into
expropriation and
insurrection for it to
achieve its potential.
As Kropotkin

Conclusions

More, much more,
could be written. The

activities of anarchists _ _ summarised in 1904:
and syndicalists during Paris, 28 May 1936 : 32,000 workers occupied RExpropriat.i
the 1917 Russian the Renault plant. 100,000 more soon end, and the general
Revolution (which saw  occupied every major engineering factory strike as a means of
workers start to apply across the city. A strike wave then swept paralysing the

the idef';ls raised by France , involving 2 million workers in 12,000 bourgeois world in
libertarians twelve strikes and occupations all countries at

years before), in the onc? . 0

nearrevolutions which erupted across the world
towards the end of the First World War and
immediately after, the occupation of the factories in
ltaly in 1920, France 1936 and 196&e list is

Likewise within revolutionary syndicalism itself,
with initial hopes of the general strike being a case
of ceasing work with the demand for the capitalist
to handover their property replaced with a

long. recognition that such a vision was utopian and that
However, the role of the general strike in anarchist the general strike, as anarchists had argued, had to
theory, its birth and development, have been swiftly move towards expropriation and

indicated from the First International to 1918t a insurrection.

well as changes sketched within syndicalism. As
can be seen, many of the characteristics of what

1Besnard, 251. AiPrefheel®064t | t AVordssoha REbgli.t i o n
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Unsurprisingly, then, Alexander Berkman In expropriating, on the contrary, ystay
summarised tis position in his classic 1929 on the job and you put the boss out.... [the
introduction to revolutionary anarchism: workers] take possession (by means of their
revolutionary shop committees) of the
workshop, factory, or other establishment...
the fatory becomes public property in
charge of the union of workers engaged in
the industry, all equal partners in the
general undertaking.

the social revolution can take place only by
means of th&eneral StrikeThe General
Strike, rightly understood and thoroughly
carried out, is the social revolution.... its
real meaning is revolution, that it is the only
practical way to it. It is time for us to learn

this, and when we do so the social Whether it should be existing unions or some new
revolution will ceased be a vague, body created during the struggle (such as factory
unknown quantity. It committees) is subg to

will become an What is past IS debate by anarchists and
actuality, a definite ) syndicalists, but if both are
method and aim, a prologue. The key is organised in a libertarian
program whose first to know the events fashion then it is of little

step is the taking over importance (particularly as no
of the industries by and arguments of the union will have complete
organized labor.... coverage and so any

There is no man nor past to understand, revolutionary situation will
any body of men that learn and app|y their inevitably see new

can manage it except ] organisations &ng formed,
theworkers lessons in new regardless). Suffice to say, in
themseles for it takes . . areas dominated by reformist
the workers to operate circumstances and in unions then federations of

t he i ndthest ways which avoid factory committees would
taking over of the ] likely be the preferred option
industries... means... repeating the (as was the case with Russian
the running of them by . syndicalists in 1917, for

labor. As concerns the mistakes made. example). These differences
taking over, you must should not be sed to hide the

consider that the workers are actually now similarities between both positions just as

in the industries. The taking over consist differences between commungtarchists and

the workergemainingwhere they are, yet revolutionary syndicalists should not obscure what
remaining not as employees but as the they have in common, not least support for the
rightful collective possessions.... The general strike.

expropriation of the capitalist class during
the social revolutiofthe taking over of the
industriesrequires tactics directly the
reverse of those you now use in a strike. In
the latter you quit work and leave the boss
in full possession of the mill, factory, or
mine. It is an idiotic proceeding, of course,
for you give the master the entire
advantage: he can put scabs in your place,
and you remain out in the cold.

What is past is prologue. The key is to know the
events and arguments of the past to understand,
learn and applyheir lessons in new circumstances
and in ways which avoid repeating the mistakes
made. Yes, undoubtedly new mistakes will be
made but knowing the past can ensure we, firstly,
know when we are being lied to by those interested
in discrediting libertariandeas and, secondly and
far more importantly, build upon the activity and
theory of previous generations of libertarians.

othe social revolution can take pl ace only by means of the General Strike

The General Strike, rightly understood and thoroughly carried out, is the
soci al revol uti on.

! Alexander BerkmariWhat is Anarchism@Edinburgh: AK
Press, 2003), 198, 2078.
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The Federalist International

The Geneva General Congress
(1-6 September 1873)

James Guillaume
Lol nternational e, (Paisn Stackn2909%), 4164201 souvenirs

The Congress then turned to the doubt the triumph of reaction
guestion of the general strike. In s would have been prevented;

this session we heard Joukovsky during the last Spanish

rapporteur of the Commission, revolution, the general strike

then subsequently Manguette, would have been an effective
Verrycken, Alerini, Guillaume, means of paralysinBrussia and
Costa, Brousse, Bert, Vifas, preventing it from stemming

Ostyn, Spichiger and Hales. As i Spainbds revol utic
resut of the decision the movement.

Congress had just taken, this
discussion was not published in
the minutes; but | can give a
summary of it by means of the
manuscript which has remained
in my hands.

Alerini cites, as an example of
what can be achieved by a
general strike, even if it is
restricted to a single locality,
what happened in Alcoy. In this
town, the workers of certain
trades were on strike; they were
going to succumb and be forced
to return to work without
obtaining anything, when the
Spanish Federal Commission

The Commission, said the
rapporteuJoukovskythinks that
the queson of the general strike
is subordinated to the more or
less complete realisation of

regional and international (which was located in Alcoy)
organisation of trades, and to the James Guillaume ( 1844 -1916) proposed a general strike by all
statistical work which the the trades in the city, with the
International must do in preparation for this strike. commitment thatin no trade, workers would return to
Furthermore, the generatike being nothing other than  work before all other trades had obtained satisfaction.
the social revolutioii for it suffices to suspend work This general strike led to an armed conflict, in which
only for ten days for the present order to collapse the workers overthrew the local authority; the principal
entirelyi the Commission believes that this question bourgeois were arrested as hostages; and wherrdbene
does not have to be decided upon by Congress, Velarde arrived at Alcoy with an army, he had to
especially sincehe discussion would make our negotiate; the hostages offered to mediate; the governor
opponents aware of the means we intend to use for the of the province promised that no prosecution would be
social revolution. brought against the insurgents; the terms that the

ManguetteandVerryckenexplain that the Belgians strikers demanded of their bosses weepted, and a
understand the general strike as a means of bringing levy was imposed on the bourgeoise, with the proceeds

about a revolutionar yndmoyv fm(k]gcﬂ tthe WOIKEISwerg (ﬁ)rgperg?%teg fori tr}ie_'qagss a
Italians tell us that in their countries this is not the ostduring the strike. As a consSequence, lerini‘is a
means that can be used to accomplish the revolution, staunc_h supporter of the general strike as a
this is not a reason for us to reject it in countries where revolutionary method.
workers are used to going on strike. What we wantto  James Guillaumeotes that the idea of a revolutionary
examine is the possibility ahaking the movement general strike is on the agenda; it is the logical outcome
international; we would like to see that when workers in of the practice of partial strike; as these produce only
a country rise in revolt, whether in the form of a general temporary and incomplete results, it was recognised that
strike or under another form, the other peoples combine the aim should be generalise the strikee gkneral
their efforts with those stike, totriemptg willhave to e intemational vBatlistit . 0
Verrycken olserves that if a general strike had been necessary that it breaks out everywhere at the same
possible at the time of the Paris Commune, there is no time, on a fixed day and upon a signal? No, we should
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not even raise this question, and let it be assumed that itJames Guillaumeuts forward the following motion, in
can be so. The reltdion must be contagious. In a which he avoided using the expression social
country where a spontaneous movement is going to revolution:

erupt, we should not wish to postpone the explosion on

the pretext of waiting for other countries to be ready to Considering that partial strikes can only provide

workers with momentary and illusory relief,

follow it. since wages, by their very essence, will always
Costasays partial strikes were nothing other thaol be limited to the means of subsistence strictly
pull ed over the workersoé eye necesdaly® prgventtherwarker feom starving i
excellent revolutionary means. But the Congress does to death,

not have to pronounce on this matter; that would be to

risk making the bourgeoise smirk. Congresswithout believing in the possibility of

completely renouncing partial strikes

Broussehought that, if the general strike was a recommend that the workers devote their efforts
prectical means in certain countries, elsewhere, in Italy to completing the international organisation of
and France for example, this means could not be used. trades, which will allow them one day to

Why, in France, where the general strike is impossible, undertake a general strike, the ordglly

should we not make the revolution in the form of a effective strike to achieve the complete
communalist movement? emancipation of labour.

Berttables the ftlowing draft resolution: Vifasis not in favour of strikes. What, according to

him, kept the workers away from the revolutionary
movement was the strike. Perhaps in Spain, if the
workers had not been so abseabn their numerous
Each partial general strike will be organised in a strikes, they would have been more successful at
such a way that only one category of trade is on achieving their complete emancipation. It has been said

Considering that the general strike is the strike
of all categories of trades in all localities,

strike in the different localiteg and that the that the general strike is a revolutionary means: Vifas
category on strike is supported in solidarity by  denies it For this to happen, the workers who go on
all the others. The proceeds of the wage strike would haved be aware of the necessity of

increase obtained in this first victory must help  revolution. We must therefore work to make the
support a second category of trade which will in exploited masses understand this necessity, and then

turn go on strike, and so on until complete they will make the revolution without needing the
victory. pretext of a strike.
Brousseargues that such a proposal would be to Ostynbelieves that the International is and must iema
organise the defeat of the workers. the great practical school of political and social

economy, which many workers do not know. It is
necessary to enlighten minds, this is the true way to
Considering that the general strike is an achieve the emancipation of the workers.

excellent practical means to bring about the
social revolution, but that, accordingtte
statements of the delegates, if there are
federations where this means can be used for
the triumph of the revolution, there are others
where this means is in practice impossible,

Costasuggests another motion, which is:

Spichigerbelieves that partial strikes should not be
condemned; he thinks we should seek to take advantage
of even those movements which can only bring a
moment of satisfaction. Without doubt we must try to
make the workers understand that only the general
strikecan emancipate labour; but this will require leng
The Congress declares that it confines itself to  term propaganda and, in the meantime, we must be
noting these various staments, and that it careful not to oppose partial movements and to

leaves it to each federation to organise itself in  discourage workers who are not yet revolutionary from
order to find the means which could lead itas  strikes.

soon and most surely to the emancipation of the

workers. Joukovskysays that the first question to becidied is

whether Congress wants to pass a resolution on the
Alerini objects that it would be imprudent to publicise a general strike.
declaration framed isuch terms, that is to say openly

advocating for social revolution. On his proposal, the chair (Verrycken) asked delegates

to vote on the following q
Costapoints out that he is not asking for it to be to adopt a resolution on t

published.

L As requested by a few Belgian delegates at the Verviers 2Vifas was thinking of the wkers in Barcelona who, in July
congress on the previous 14 April. 1873, had held a peaceful general strike instead of rising up.
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All the delegates answeges, except Hales, who

substituted for the statement initially proposed by it;

answers no, and Van den Abeele, who abstains becauseCosta read it; the draft was as follows:

the Dutch Federation, in its Congress of August 10,
voted that it would await the decisions of the General
Congress on the general strike to discuss and adopt
them if necessary.

The remainder of the discussion was deferred to the
administrative session the following day.

[ €]
In the eighth session, private, on Thursday morning,

September 5, the discussion on the general strike was
continued and came to an end.

The Commission, by mea of Joukovsky, proposed a
rather poorly worded declaration, the first part of which
insisted on the need for regional and international
organi sation of trades;
general strike being nothing else than the social
revolution, for t is enough to suspend all work for only
ten days for the current order to completely collapse, for
this reason, this matter

ManguetteandVan den Abeelargued against this draft
declaration, whiclCyrille andJoukovskyefended.
Hales empbying for the first time, to my knowledge,
an expression that has since become well known in
Germany GeneralstreikGeneralunsinjy spoke thusly:
AfThe general strike is
order to have a general strike, it would first be
necessary to organise everywhere for this purpose: and
when the workersé organis
revolution would be made.
discussion, in whiclklerini, BertandFarga spoke

again, the Commission, reconsidering, pnése a draft
motion which it had just composed and which it

t

impracS

The Congress, considering that, in the present
state of the organisation of the International, the
guestion of the general strike cannot be given a
complete answer, recommends to the workers,
as a matter of urgency, the international
organisation of trade unions.

Fargaproposed adding a sentence recommending

factive socialist and revo
Verryckens upported Fargabds amen
t hat the word Arevolutiona
sai d, iis often understood

streets, and which would not be understood in

B e | g iFargareplied that he willingly consented
the deletion of the word
ﬁ]hee ne\?v ?ef(:t gf th Co%r%isrsiton, ssugpllergehted%g ttqee
Farga amendment, was then adopted unanimously, as
follows (which was made known in the afternoon public

§e§smr}):e served. 0
The Congress, considering that, in the pnese

state of the organisation of the International, the
guestion of the general strike cannot be given a
complete answer, recommends to the workers,

as a matter of urgency, the international
orge_ain?%agop of traglenugionls, s Wlellsas ahctia/eh s e
ocialist propagaia.

f

The agenda then called for the continuation of the
didcuisgion onithe revisimmob theegéneral stdtuese It vea® ¢
DeAfoécl ackaitherheombdusing
under the conditions of openness it deemed necessary,
the Congress, adjourning the adisirative session,
declared itself in public session.

Events in America
Peter Kropotkin

AAf T ai

Our readers already know thdring the past week the
United States of North America has been the scene of
insurrections which seemed, for a moment, to assume
the characteristic of a great popular uprising. Up to this
time we have drawn our information on these events
only from the bief updates brought to us by telegraph,
which is silent on the causes of the movemBant.

these causes are easy to guess.

res

We had already said some time ago that in the United
States around 2 million workers were without work.
The industrial crisis that ware experiencing in Europe
is also deeply felt in America. Before, industrial
workers without work would have gone to the Western
States to seek employment in agriculture: there is still
so much land to clear, or to cultivate more rationally, in
America.But today, times have changed. Most of the

Bubennd®la Fédératon Jurassienrie August 1877

land available to the pioneer without capital has already
fallen into the hands of the big stock exchanges
(speculators). The small pioneer finds no place there;
smallscale agriculture gives way to the big, which
replaces the worker by the machine or else by the
Chineséd those negroes of today.

Taking advantage of the abundance of unemployed
workers, the bosses obviously reduce wages in all
branches of industry and increase the number of hours
of work; so much sthat today wages in America have
fallen, comparatively, as low as in Europe, and people
work there (despite the tdrour law) as amongst us,

from 11 to 14 hours a day. The workers are resisting as
much as they can, and during these past months we
have see strike after strike, but they were only
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desperate attempts at resistance that almost all ended infurious people fell upon the militia, drove them back,

the defeat of the worker. destroyed and burned the train station, the telegraph and
But , not content with i %]ex??ﬂa%g ?Hg? &h um%eerfwa%gns '°§3§§1V¥'”P1
bosses who, it should be no t eh s’burgh a Iarge mdusﬁrlaﬁ C|tyo 1 mhabltants

republ i ¢co nmaukhesihBelgiunhoa w as
Francei still take their measures for the future: they The militia, having arrived at the station, was repulsed

terrorise by hanging doze an Iocgefd th%nﬁev[as rCIW%C(grq?ryyvaéergse Tgen

they have recently passed laws which tend to abolish and ifnr?gr?sgrrfgdbeglgt ed the eﬂauzirihzelzsidor?uns
the freedom even to strike. Let us quote Diitgives 9 y

an idea of thethers: that, for example, of the State forced the militia to abandon the warehouse, inflicting a

which says that whoever witlbnspirewith another, or ICES of .%O men k'lllgd and mgrr;]y qul.Jtnde?)’ argong;tth

hers o inder i any way whaisoevire operatonof 1 [ 1 PeAen, T e soeened

an industrial enterprise, will be sentenced to a heavy i ' i debv th | T

fine and to prison from twenty days to three nisnt © Mmountains, pursgevy the populace. Troop
reinforcements sent by the government could not reach

Finally, the legislative power having already fallen into  Pittsburgh. People destroy the train station and burn

the hands of the capitalists, these gentlemenarealso 2, 000 wagons | oaded with g

trying to destroy the political rights of the people;they Pi tt sbur gh! 6 excl ai ms the

are abolishing, like the State of New York for example, d amage! 0

universalsuffrage and are already introducing the

property tax for elections, while taking advantage of the

power they are appropriating, as we have said in our

second last number.

But the matter does not end there. The strike spreads all
over the great railroad lines, and the insurrection breaks
out in Reading, Harrisburg, Columbus, Cincinnati,
Chlcago etc., in short, in all the great towns of
Pennsylvania, Ohio, and
in certain cities ofhe
States of New York and
Missouri. Popular
uprisings were expected
in all the major cities of
the United States, federal
troops were concentrated,
battleships were being
armed. The bourgeoisie
had a hard time. In New
York, the arsenals were
guarded byrobops whom
the people insulted, and

& £ LT B the outcome of a popular
meeting was anxiously awaited. It took place; 10,000
men attended; but, for unknown reasons, it came to
nothing.

These are the general
causes of the events whic
have just taken place in
the Unied States. Their
specific cause appears to
have been the 10 per cent
cut in driver wages made
by the BaltimoreOhio
railway company.

This reduction caused a
strike to break out in
Martinsburg. But this
time, probably telling
themselves that it is
always tke worker who
suffers the consequence of the strike and almost never
the boss, the strikers seem to have directly attacked the
property of their bosses. The bosses asked for troops,
and thedemocratiogovernment, everywhere and always According to the latest news it appears however that the
the faithful servantiothe bosses, immediately sentthe  movement is dying dowrThe railroad companies have
militia. The militia, arriving quickly, soon triumphed found wretches to operate some of the trains; in many
over the strikers in this little village. But the strike and  places strikers are laying down their arms and allowing
uprising were already speaking with almost incredible  themselves to be arrested.

speed over the entire surface of the United Stateso

days traffic was suspend eEh'sg“ ven??entywll r}a%egertq,lng/dqews%u kthe~ Th

fi
l ower classeso, fithe rabbgr?ﬁ‘:ﬂ:{% Eu(r:g&currenc a mgn cfg)ant ointS ed
with the strikers; the workers of different trades left the P y, Y P

factories and joined their brothers, communlcatlng only by telegraph, the ald given by
workers of various trades, the resolute character of the

In many places the strike turned into a streggfithe uprising from the start, the good idea of hitting the

people against their oppressors. In Baltimore, a city of owners on their most setige nerve, their property,

300,000 in habitants, 5,000 men, armed with stones andgains all our sympathies, arouse our admiration, and

a few rifles, attacked the militia; just as it was taking the awaken our hopes.

train to go somewhere and protect sacred property. The

militia fired, killing 10 men and wounding 29. Then the But, to take full advantage of this admirable lesson

given to us by our American brothers, let us also
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mention the weak side of the movement. That it was no
victorious was to be expected. It is not by a single

application and persists in eliciting in America, despite
the general digust of theeoplefor politics, a

insurrection that the people will manage to get the betterparliamentary movement? On the eve of the movement

of the current society. But for this step towards the great
revolution to have its full impact, it lacked one essential
thing: a flag, a prinple in the name of what was the
insurrection, the blood shed? In the name of 10 percent
on the wage? Obviously not. Such a fine movement

must have had much deeper reasons: hatred against the

bosses, against the present abhorrent order, aspirations
perhaps vague, but always right, towards social
revolution, towards a new order of things. But these
aspirations, these hatreds were not formulated, set out i
broad daylight. It is certainly not only the desire to
maintain their wages which inspired our Anceui

brothers on July 21. No; it is evident that they received
their heroic impetus from a higher order of ideas; for, as
we know well, all the socialist aspirations which are
emerging amongst the proletarians of Europe also exist
in America. Bufi unless e telegraph has carefully
omitted iti we do not see these aspirations formulated
They acted wonderfully but they do not set a marker for
the future.

Why?1 Because let us note it wélithe American

trades organisations , the Tradégions, because
obviously it is they which prepared the strike and the
insurrectioni do not express all the aspirations of the
people Confining themselves to the exclusidgomain

of wage questions, they are no longer the
representatives of the main aspiration which is already
penetrating the mass of the people, the aspiration for th
fundamental reorganisation of society through social
revolution.

On the other hand, we wder what role the American
Wor ki ngmenébés Party hdthatpl
party (composed for the most part of Germans) which,
while propagating socialifleas neglects their

n

€

it spoke, as usual, of elections, of action on the legal
terraini when a spark had already lit a revolutionary
fire! Of elections when it was a question of organising
the insurrection that was already roaring around them!

Hencei on the one hand, the organisation for
revolutionary actiorwithoutbroadly posing the

‘principles of socialism; on the othiethe principle, but

without revolutionaryactionand with an organisian

made to stop every affirmation of the revolutionary act:
such are the causes which have prevented the American
movement bearing all the fruits which it could have
done, if the American work
synthesis of the two present onggations: the principle

with the organisation necessary for achieving as much

of it as possible, whenever the opportunity presents

itself.

But the blood of our brothers in America will not have
been shed in vain. Their energy, their unity of action,
their courage will serve as an example to the proletarian
of Europe. But may this noble bloodshed prove once
again the blindness of those who amuse the people with
the toy of parliamentarianism, when the powder keg is
ready to burst into flames, unbeknownstitem, as a
result of the slightest spark. May it also help to open the
eyes of those who, by locking themselves into wage
guestions like the English [trade] unionists, do not want
to know anything about immeasurably broader
aspirations, the socialist asgtions of the people; may

it do so as soon as possible! Time is pressing, for
everything proclaims that the English proletarian will
soon follow the example of his American brothers.

ﬂe%pee&s toi tbse tncyblie &nd égﬁrélggoﬂlxefiéhfers!

Courage to imitate theaxample!

International Bulletin

Peter Kropotkin
fiBulletin internationad |. 6 A vgardet11 August 1877

The strike of the railway workers of the United States of
America and the popular uprising that followed are by
far the most important events, perhaps the only ones, of
the last two weeks. So we will return to that. Let us say
first that these events haiaken on a far greater
significance than could have been foreseen initially.
They were a general shock given to the immense
republic. For two days, all traffic on the railways was
suspended and for more than a week only a few
passenger trains were runniagd only on a few lines.
Ports lacks coal; the eastern States lacked goods;
steamships from Europe were no longer taking
passengers to New York; in a word, all the business of
this immense cartel called America was stopped.

The government, for its patgok the same measures as
a monarchical State; it appealed to force.

It put in pace federal troops; it sent convoys of arms to
the bourgeois and it armed battleships. Meanwhile, the
papers of the bourgeoisie sounded the reactionary
alarm.

The free constitiion of the United States has been
suspended; the independence of the States, usually so
jealously defended, largely trampled upon. Just think!
sacred property was in peril! Faced with this danger, in
America as in Europe, as in the parts of the world eher
this nettle, the bourgeois, had already been able to grow,
there is no longer a political party, there is only a cartel,
no more flags, no more symbols, a single international
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coat of arms, a bag of coins on a red background of the So today the character of these serious events seems to
us D be well defined. The insurrection was a real

wor kersoé bl ood.

The arests and convictions of the glorious rabble were
made just as summarily as in our backward monarchies
of central Europe, and, assuredly, since Paris in 1871,
since Goschenen in Switzerldndnd these recent

events show that for the defence of the céipitarder
republics do not yield to monarchies. They even do it

better and faster.

the insurrection. The strike spread with incrégl&peed

popular uprising. The strikers were, for the most part,
only hampering the progress of the insurrection by their
pleas for patience, and by the blame they laid on the
violence committed. Some, without considgrthat it

was for them at least as much as for themselves that the
people took up arms, betrayed the common cause, by
coming to terms with the more pliable companies, when

these agreed to not cut wages, amhat is worstl
The events at Martinsburg and Pittsburgh, of which we handed over to the troopsteame people who,
spoke about in our last issue, were only the prologue of unarmed, had risen up to prevent these same troops

over the whole area of the United States and in almost

all the major cities of eleven

States it resulted in very serious
popular movements. The
character of these uprisings wag
the same everywhere: first, the
strikers derailed locomotives to
blockthe track, destroyed the
track and, finally, by these
combined means stopped all
traffic. The government then ser
troops to dislodge the strikers
from the vicinity of the railway
lines; but the people were on
watch, and they did all they
could to preventhe departure of
the troops: they attacked them,
armed with stones and a few
wretched rifles. The militia fired.
The people, furious like a
wounded bull, threw themselves
on the stations and destroyed
them, burning them with all the
assets of the compasi¢hey
could lay their hands on.
Sometimes, as in Pittsburgh, in
Chicago, in Newark, enraged
with the bourgeois militia, it
ransacked the mansions of the
rich, obtained arms from the
stores and fought veritable
pitched battles with the troops.

In the big ndustrial cities,
workers left the factories and

the people master
of capital, of
factories, of
workshops, would
have organised
work for their own
benefit; as master
of the palaces, of
bourgeois houses,
they would  have
installed the
families of workers
in them; they
would have
created, in a word,

a oCommune

mills and joined the insurgents.

Ten thousand miners from the State of Pennsylvania

from marching against them.

In closing, let is highlight in a
few words the lessons contained
in the American movement. This
insurrection clearly shows the
vicious and selfish side ofdlse
trade unions whose sole purpose
is the defence of wages. All this
immense shedding of blood (a
deadly shedding, and which all
the speeches could not prevent)
has benefited the cause of
socialism very little! For the
uprisen people, while destroying
property in their anger, did not
proclaim any of those principles
which have become so familiar
in Europe through international
propaganda: the abolition of
wage labour, the establishment
of collective property, the
abolition of the State. The
uprising had ndlag, laid no
principle, planted no marker.
Enemy of individual property,
and proving it by its acts, the
people have not yet uttered the
word of its abolition.

It also shows something else.

In Chicago, communists of the
democratiesocialist school tried
to propagate their principlésby
words, when now it required to
realise them in actions. Here is
proof of what we have always

reiterated, that everything that is organised on the

quit work. In New York, in San Francisco, great popular terrain of legal agitation becomes a useless weapon,
assemblies took place, and the most incendiary speechefinds itself disorierdted, the day when tired of waiting

there foundhe best reception. If people did not move in the people rises.
those towns, the reason was the presence of numerous
troops and bodies of bourgeois militias armed by the
government in these special circumstances.

L A reference to troops opening fire on Italian miners

Wor ker so

Suppose that, on the contrary, that we had had the good
fortune to have anarchist sections of the International
Association in Am

building the Gotthard tunnel in Julugust, 1875. Four

demonstrating for better working conditions and wages when workers were killed and several were injurdglack Flag

26



had seen the momentarily triumphahttee popular Only two items of news for other countries. In Spain
insurrection? What would have happened? This: the the annual conferences of the Spanish Federations have
people master of capital, of factories, of workshops, ended and we will soon report on them; we already
would have organised work for their own benefit; as know, however, that they voted for a resolution

master of the palaces, of bourgeois houses, they would expressing sympathy with the events of Kazan,

have installed the families oforkers in them; they Benevento and Berridn Italy, the Reggio section wen
woul d have created, i n a o oourdfor thepubiicatomaohaliraveldionars manifesto;
understand it, and if they had suffered defeat, there amid indescribable enthusiasm, the defendants were
would at least remain an immensely resounaicigpf acquitted. In Belgium, the organisation of the next
propaganda for socialism. congress is progressing.

The American Strike
Elisée Reclus

Le Travailleur September 1877

We were overwhelmed with Americans, it is well known, are
emotions when the telegraph men who know little about
brought us the news: striking ‘ restraint. They go straight to
workers have taken control of : their goal. The capitalist, there,

Pittsburgh. We did not even
know there was an insurrection,
and suddenly we learn that
workers are holding the official
and bourgeois world dhe
United States in check. For the
conservatives of Europe, it was
day of dread; for all of us, men
of the revolution, it was a great
day of hope.

does not pride himself with
philanthropy; the trader of
human flesh, who sells white
people after having trafficked
black people, does not claim to
bring happiness to his living
commodity; he exploits his
workers excessively, like his
colleagues in Europe, but with
less hypocrisy. In recent years,
the decrease in work which has
resulted m the United States in
the increase in pauperism has
enabled American capitalists to
dictate starvation laws to the
workers. Free to choose at their
will from the crowd of those
begging to work, they jumped on
the opportunity to lower wages,
Elisée Reclus (18 30-1905) while trying  sell to the public
their products or services always
at the same price or even on even more onerous terms.

But, it must be said, the fearful
of Europe were soon reassured
and reality did not meet our
sudden hopedhe strike of
American workers was not a
revolution; it was only partial
and the great mass of workers
remained separated from the
movement. After twelve days of
emotion, business seems to hay
resumed its usual course; the
slave again gave his limbsttee chain and the God
Capital retrieved all its serenity. However, this short Of all the groups of capitalists, those who united to
period of fear for some, hope for others, will not have  operate the railways, and thus to command all of the
passed without leaving profound traces in the history of exchanges between producers and conssjraee those
the United States. It is important to quickly study the who have the greatest power. Competition between the
strike inits causes, its twists and its consequences. various lines is a rare occurrence. Almost all the

! This refers to: the demonstration in Kazan square, St anarchist ideas, the Matese gang were all later acquitted by
Petersburg, on 6 December 1876 by members of the Populist the jury; the successful march and meeting orgdrtise
Zemlya ivolygland and Liberty or gani sat i on IneemafionalisisrirkBernes(idcluding Kropotkin, who
assaeiations. After a revolutionary speech and the raising of mentions the event in hidemoirg on 18 March 1877 to

the red flag, the protestthe first where workers were mark the Paris Commune. The Internationalists successfully
involvedi was repressed by the Tsarist police; the failed repulsed the police who had attacked the march because they
Benevento uprising of April 1877 which saw a group of had raised the bannedirélag. Black Flag

Italian Internationalists ficluding Errico Malatesta) take up 2 https://theanarchistlibrary.org/library/eliseeclusthe-

arms to provoke a general uprising of peasants in the americanstrike (revised)

Benevento province. Using their trial to expound their
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companies have banded together to keep transport A further 10 percent cut in wages has set off the storm
prices high, and, al one t onthé BatitmareDHiolineelt washidy 16 lo thencityr y 6 s
produce, they no longer have any ost® receive from of Baltimore itself, the mechanics, the drivers, the

the government or the public. Having together a capital brakemen, numbering senal thousand, went on strike;

that cannot be less than 25 billion and an income of two but the directors of the company, prepared for the event,
to three billion, presiding by that all the oscillations of  had taken their measures: immediately the strikers were
credit, masters, by the purchase of votes, of all the local replaced by formerly starving people, who had
legislatures and of the government of the United States, registered to demand work, and the service was hardly
these companies laugh at the poor farmer who would  interrupted

like to ship his products without leaving all the profit to
capital, and repeatedly, while in England the destitute
died of starvation and in Germanyettyphus of hunger
reigned, we saw American farmers forced to use their
corn as fuel, so as not to ruin themselves on shipping
costs.

But east of Baltimore, in a valley of the Blue Mountains
crossed by the Potomac, things turned out differently.
The Martinsburg workers, who went on strike like those
of Baltimore, remained masters of the station from
which they wished to be driven oathd did not let in

the newcomers whom they came to put in their place.
By the effect of the increasing concentration of capital, They told the Company that if their wages were lowered
the companies themselves are owned by a small group they would stop the service and not let any freight trains
of men. AsMinister Sherman recently admitted in an pass. The Governor of West Virginia, to which the

official speech, the United States is the financial Company immediatelgddressed itself as its natural
property of four individuals, the presidents of the ally, hastened to call in the local militia. It meets
railway companies Erie, NeWork-Central, indeed, but composed in great majority of farmers and

Pennsylvania, Baltimore and Ohio . It is they who hold petit bourgeois exasperated by the rates of the
the stock marlt and create at will the wdbkeing or the Company, it only appeared in front of the station to
ruin of the shareholders; they set in motion the pump, cheer on the gkers; some militiamen even gave their
aspirating and treading, which makes capital flow from weapons to the workers before returning to their
the pockets of petit bourgeois into that of the big ones. villages. The boatmen of a large canal which passes
They have, it is true, only a modest officsalary of through Martinsburg joined the ranks of the small
200, 000 or 250, 000 f r anc sinsurgentttroof.Ot her peopl eds mone
= on behalt of the poor sharchalders that they have | O 118 18, the Martinsburg strkers and théiends
ruined, and when those complain, they are satisfied by formed an army of 800 men and orga_nlsed n_1|I|tar|Iy 0
reduciﬁg the wages diié workers ,In the space of the resist the .Comp_any. More than 80 freight trains were
last four years, the price of a day has been lowered stranded in Baltimore and other eagtern stations; _
several times for all small railway employees: it is by 40 earthworks rose ona favqurable point above a curve in
percent on average that we can assess the general the Ilne; large grain supplies anmer foodstuffs that
decrease in salary, and on a few lines the payment of were In t_he station had been seized by Workers n

' anticipation of a siege; as for the cattle found in the

SB(:\I%%(\)I?:()Sﬁi\éerrg;\évegx)smlaéi’C?;/aeget\t,\éo d@g;:;:eor:rfge stables and the wagons, they had been released in the
: ’ urrounding meadows. But passenger trains passed

average salary no longer even reaches 4 francs per hea egularly and the goverrent of the United States,

of family, and it is with this sum that he must provide taking advantage of this, was quick to use it to dispatch

];cgutgt? rﬂig]ttﬁgagﬁﬁeﬂ: gltzlt\gge\/v?lrg:ecmgrzgmlhas <o little to Martinsburg old disciplined troops, accustomed to
y y march, to slash and to kill on command. On th& 19

value. The United States, which once proudly compared

it sel f to the countr.i fese{ Id soldlers oldiers of %er cherished children
|l andé for al fhe unfortuf Iwer p[hegencefwgrermreola}n
ih & heiarge Hu%l%rs & i beéarlne |mp%SS|8I

has England, France, Belgiuor Germany. In
Massachusetts, the model state, the number of those in
need has risen in ten years from 22,000 to over 220,000;
in the city of New York alone, 40,000 unfortunate
people have no other resources than that of public
charity; in the Union asahole, nearly two million
workers go without work. America, after receiving
hundreds of thousands of Europeans every year, has in
turn become a country of emigration: not only hopeless
migrants are returning to their homeland, but also real
yankeeworkersgo seek their fortunes in South

America, Australia and England.

resist them. Some insurgents, among others the one they
had chosen as leader, the mechanic Zebb, were taken
prisoner and the bulk of the band was forcecetoeat
west into the Cumberland Pass. The soldiers pursued
them; but they could not cross the barricade of wagons
opposed to them; they in turn retreated and the strikers
celebrated their first victory. It is in the surrounding
area, near the village @fharlestown, that John Brown,
twenty years ago, gave the signal for emancipation of
black people, and one could wonder if the strikers of
Martinsburg in their turn would not have inaugurated a
new war from which the freedom of white slaves would
come out.
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The events of the Potomac Valley caused great emotionfrom wagon to wagon, building to building, and from
throughout the working class of America, and the strike, the machine workshop to the end of the freight yard,
which until then had been only an isolated fact, became everything was buning on length of more than five

general on the network of Penngythia, New York,

Ohio, Indiana, lllinois; even in Canada, railway workers
broke free from their company. In Baltimore, on the
215t the dismissed workers assembled in front of the
station; the crowd there followed them to boo the
soldiers of two regimentshich were hurriedly
dispatched to Martinsburg; a conflict took place, in
which the soldiers armed with their rifles and their

sabres, won, not
without difficulty,
over the multitude
armed with
stones. Ten dead,
twenty-five
wounded
remained on the
pavementbut the
track was partially
destroyed and the
station set in
flames. In the
town of
Pittsburgh, the
large coal and oil
warehouse, a huge
industrialised
metropolitan area
in eastern
Pennsylvania, the

conflicts were much bloodier and the disaster more
serpbus. A first call for militia by the government was
unsuccessful; Only 300 men answered the call, only to
disband immediately. Soon the federal troops appeared,
arriving by hijacked railways whose employees were
not on strike. As soon as they exited thescthey were
already charging the crowd, bayonets in front. From the
first meeting, 70 individuals, dead or injured, were left
on the battlefield. The exasperated crowd retreated into
the hills to the east of the city and from there the
struggle continuedhrowing stones and bricks. In the
evening, the troops, attacked from all sides, took refuge
in the machine workshop, near the station, and there,
like a fortress, continued firing on the attackers. These
had no weapons, but they knew how to make some;
they seized all kinds of projectiles, then, seizing the
wagons laden with coal and oil, they light them and, by
using the converging tracks, sent them to the machine
workshop; the circle of fire gradually narrowed around
the soldiers: they barely escapezhJing behind the
wounded that the fire consumed. Pursued by the crowd,
the soldiers crossed the river, then dispersed in small
bands, and only in the evening, the wounded general
manages to regroup them in a fortified camp 16
kilometres away from the towihey had lost 25 of

theirs during the retreat; all in all, nearly 500 men on
both sides were killed or wounded. The fire had spread

kilometres. One hundred and twetfitye locomotives,
over a thousand wagons, immense supplies, that was the
loss of the day for the company.

Similar conflicts, though less bloody, took place in

several other cities of thénited States, in Reading, in

Chicago, in Buffalo, in Columbus, everywhere where

the company directors had at their disposal federal
troops to shoot at
the people. The
President of the
United States,
himself arrived by
fraud in office,
hastened to give
his support to his
friends, the honest
Railroad Directors;
he had placed the
25,000 Federal
troops at their
disposal and
recalled General
Sherman from the
Indian border. It
was necessary to
go as fast as

Blockade of Engines at Martinsburg, West Virginia possible, to neglect

the enemies on the

outside to dda
with those on the inside. Order had to be ensured at all
costs, that is, to maintain against the strikers the ten
percent wage reduction imposed by the bosses. The
ships scattered on the coast were summoned in all haste;
they were assigned a combat padront of the major
coastal towns and captains were ordered to reduce to
ashes the suburbs and work
was to break out there. There was even talk of decreeing
a levy of 75,000 men, as Lincoln had done at the
beginning of the Ci War. But the active resistance
was already drawing to a close, and the riots had
changed in nature almost everywhere. In many places
where the crowd rose up, it had already forgotten the
strike, the root cause of the national crisis; it was only
obeyingits own instinct, very legitimate, leading her to
fight an enemy society, but it had no other goal than to
enjoy the euphoria of battle for a few hours. In San
Francisco, popular passion even ended up targeting the
Chinese workers, as if these unfortura¢eple were
responsible for the tiny wages to which the greed of
white people doomed them. The last strike riot and the
last massacre of unarmed workers took place on August
the 29in Scranton, not far from where the movement
had started, two weeks earli The repression was
merciless. As for constitutional guarantees, the
immunities of states and towns, and the rights which the
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