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Editorial

This year marks the D8 anniversary of th&872 St. Imier Congressf t he | nter nat i owhich Wo
saw the creation akvolutionary anarchism as a specific tendency. To mark this event, we present a summary of
events leading up to the conference by Robert Graham plus a selection of the key documents of the federalist wing
the Internationalvhich shows the actual poli§ of the libertarians in a clear lighith that in mind, we include a
lengthycritique of a book by a Marxist academic seeking, but failing, to do justice to the Assodi&fioyears an

We then moveontothe 0@ nni ver sary of the founding of 't habodyynd
still going strong today and uniting syndicalist unions and groups across the globe. We include its first Information
Bulletin as it remains an excellent introduatio the ideas of revolutionary syndicalism.

Next, we move onto veteran Italian anarchist Errico Malatesta who was a member of the First International and saw
the birth of the Third International and the syndicalist IViN#nety years after his death, weriat an article on his
attempts to fight cholera in Naples as well as a selection of articles by one of the greatest thinkers and activists the
anarchist movement has ever seen. Wayletemirtion as msg@tos e s
for what anarchists should do as regards Russiabs i

Finally, we include texts by another Italian anarchist, Camillo Berneri who was assassinated by the Stalinists during
the May Days in 1937. These texts are a taster forteEnglishlanguage collection of his texts due to be published
by Freedom Press later this year, a collection we hope will show his importance for tiaglamarchists.

Our next issue, due out on the"idf November, will be a Kropotkin special to mark his birth in 1842.

If you want to contribute rather than moan at those who do, whether its writing new material or letting us know of on
line articles, reviews or translatigriteen contact us: blackflagmag@yahoo.co.uk



The Birth of

Revolutionary Anarchism

The September 1872 St. Imier Congress of
federalist and antauthoritarian sectiorsnd
federations of the
Association (IWMA), otherwise known as the

Il nternational , o
the history of socialism and anarchism.

AFirst

Just over a weegarlier, at the Hague Congress of

the International (September

Robert Graham

217,1872), Karl Marx and
Friedrich Engels had
engineered the expulsion of
Michael Bakunin and James
Guillaume from the
International on trumped up
grounds, and then had the
General Council ofthe
International transferred
from London to New York,
despite the General Council
having been granted
increased powers to ensure
ideological uniformity. The
Hague Congress had also
passed a resolution
mandating the formation of
national political partiefor
the purpose of achieving
political power.

Whil e Mar x an
allies at the Hague Congres:
notably the French
Blanquists (followers of

The opponents of the
Marxist controlled
International were

united in their
opposition to the
concentration of
power in the General
Council, regardless of
whether the Council
sat in London or New
York. They also
shared a commitment
to directly
democratic federalist
forms of organisation.

Auguste Blanqui, a radical
French socialist who

advocated revolutionary dictatorship), had
supported the expulgis of Bakunin and

Much to the surprise and consternation of Marx

and Engels, far from neutisihg the federalist and
| nt e anarehisticlenmeats of tédnteknationgl theounghb the
expulsion of Bakunin and Guillaume and the
traasfeko$ theaGeneralouactl te Nesv orkntbesee n t
actions helped solidify support for a reconstituted
International that embraced federalist principles
and rejected centiakd power.

A majority of the

I nternational 6s
federations did not support the
resolutions oftite Hague
Congress. Barely a week after
the Hague Congress, several of
them held their own congress in
St. Imier, Switzerland, where
they reconstituted the
International independent of the
shell orgarsation now

controlled by Marx and Engels
through the Gegral Council.

The opponents of the Marxist
controlled International were
united in their opposition to the
concentration of power in the
General Council, regardless of
whether the Council sat in
London or New York. They
also shared a commitment to
directly democratic federalist
forms of orgarsation. Some
were completely opposed to the
formation of working class
political parties to achieve state

power, while others were opposed to making that a
mandatory policy regardless of the views of the

Guillaume, they were taken by surprise when Marx membership ahlocal circumstances. The
and Engels succeeded in transferring the executive reconstituted ardauthoritarian wing of the

power of the International, the General Council, to International was to have anarchist, syndicalist and,
New York, and had quit the International in for a time, reformist elements.

d i. kSI gbu st. .T Ih € tN ew York b P §t.d1mié7 &o'ﬁére%srb@g%& oin §e'f5t8nl|ber 15,
quickly became an irrelevant rump. 1872, just eight days after the Hague Congress. It
was attended by delegates from Spain, France, Italy
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and Switzerland, including Guillaume and With respect to orgased resistance to capitalism,
Adhémar Schwitzguébel from Switzerland; Carlo  the delegatet the St. Imier Congress affirmed
Cafiero, Errico Malatesta, Giuseppi Fanelli, and their position that the orgaation of labour,

Andrea Costa from ltaly; Rafael Fargallicer and through trade unions and other working class forms

Tomas Gonzéalez Mago from Spain; and the oforgansat i on, fAintegrates t
French refugees, Charles Alerini, Gustave community of interests, trains it in collective living

Lefrancais, and Jedrouis Pindy! Bakunin, and preparesftor t he supreme st
although living in Switzerland, attended as an which Athe privilege and
Italian delegate. represented by the State

. - 4
A fAregional 0O congress of(eezflnﬂ%oongwpug%rmjtulroan efd elraabtl
was held in conjunctionwith h e fi nt er n &hile thenaatibubhoritarian Internationalists
congress, with many of the same delegates, plus entertained no illusionggarding the efficacy of

members of the Slav Section, such as Zamfir strikes in ameliorating the condition of the workers,
Arbore (who went under the name of Zemphiry they regarded fithe strik
Ralli) and other French speaking delegates, the struggle. o0 They embr
including Charles Beslay, an old friend of of the antagonism between labour and capital, the
Pr o u d hho wantantowxile in Switzerland necessary consequencendfich is to make

after the brutal suppression of the Paris Commune workers more and more alive to the gulf that exists

in 18712 bet ween the bourgeoisie

bolstering their orgasations and preparing them
Aifor the great and final
which, destroying all privilege and all s&

difference, will bestow upon the worker a right to
the enjoyment of the?®gro

Virtually all of the participants were either
anarchists or revolutionary socialist federalists, and
many of them went on to play important roles in
the develoment of anarchist and revolutionary
socialist movements in Europe.

The assembled delegates adopted a federalist Here_we_ haye the su_bse_quent program of anarcho
structure for a reconstituted International (or the syndlcahsm. th orgasation of workers into trade
Aarmtuit horitarian InternafP5g#H4y lir bOd"\a/\?'i bgst Oop ﬂa'sslstel_,lggl
autonomy for the s bot.i o‘i’ﬁ“g]‘fh | '8hc g/qulﬁ.erﬁ :” b{aclg)lrgetqonﬁcwtg
has the right to deprive autonomous federations Ir class power, ultimat€ly resulting in the

and sections of their incontrovertible right to destruction of capitalism and the state, to be

decide for themselves and to follow whatever line replaced by the free federation of the workers

of political conduct t hgazed ndh Pﬁg“’B‘“é"‘fIh?YSreaEStPem?eh’%sm,
ithe aspirations of t h e 9YgN¢ qrrygglorf?rbferatlgnan have no
purpose ther than the establishment of an The resolutions from the St. Imier Congress
absolutely free economic orgaation and received statements of support from the lItalian,
federation, founded upon the labour and equality of Spanish, Jura, Belgian and some of the English
all and absolutely independent of all political speaking American federations of the International,
government . 0 Consequent Wit mostofthe frrientigsectiomsaksdpravwing e
Congress resolution regarding tloerhation of them?® In Holland, three out of the four Dutch
political parties for the purpose of achieving branches sided with the Jura Federation and the St.
political power on its head, they proclaimed that Imier Congress$.The English Federation, resentful
ifithe destruction of allopoMatxdcal apoewmpt $ st o hlee
duty of the proletariatrejected fAthe decissandns
thesecal | ed General Counci

While the longtime English member of the

1 Jacques Freymonet al, eds.La premiére international: > Graham, 2005: 100.

recueil de documen{&eneva: Librairie E. Droz, 1962)0l. 6James Guillaumé¢, 6 1| nt er nati onal e, doc
3:3. (18641878)(Paris: Stock, 1910), Vol. 3: 347.

2 Freymond, Vol. 3: 37. " Henwyk Katz, The Emancipation of Labor: A History of the

3 Robert Graham, edAnarchism: A Documentaristory of First International(New York: Greenwood Press, 1992):
Libertarian Ideas: From Anarchy to Anarchigiontreal: 138.

Black Rose Books, 2005): 9. 8 Guillaume, Vol. 3: 51.

4 Graham, 2005: 100.



International, John Hales, did not support
revolution, he advised the Jura Federation that he
agreed with them on
At a congressf the Belgian Federation in

the Hague Congress and the General Council,
supporting instead the
revolutionary ideas, Anarchists, enemies of all
authoritarian centralisation and indomiab
partisans 2f

However, there was a tension in the resolutions

autonomy. 0

supported political pluralism within the
International and sought to convince some of the

Marx, such as the Social Democrats in Germamy
December 1872, the delegates there also repudiatedejoin the antiauthoritarian International, and to

keep the English Internationalists who had rejected
Maetxésdeest o&l psr eappr o

the reconstituted International.

. Although the German Social Democrats never

officially joined the reconstituted International, two

German delegates attended the 1874 Brussels
adopted at the St. Imier Congress. On the one handCongress. English delegates attended both the

assert edSeptaner 187 1hGewenatCongress ant theb | e

Septenther @8MbBuUSSsel$ @odgeessanthereotimee

one resolution

of the International 0s
sectiondefofit o e C i

themselves and to follow .
whatever line of political The resolution
conduct they regarding the
the other hand, another

resol ution as:3 autonomy of the
destruction of all political :

power is the first duty of the federations and
proletariat. o sections in all

The resolution regarding the
autonomy othe federations
and sections in all matters,
including political action, was
meant to maintain the
International as a pluralist
federation where each membgq
group was free to follow their
own political approach, so tha
both advocates of participatiof
in electoral activity and
proponents of revolutionary
change could cexist.

group was
follow thei

However, the call for the

matters, including
political action, was

meant to maintain
the International as a

pluralist federation
where each member

free to
r own

political approach

destruction of all political
power expressed an anarchist position. The two
resolutions could only be reconciled if the
destruction of political power wast necessarily
the Afirst duty of the
regarded as a more distant goal to be achieved
gradually, along with
organisat i on of | abour. o

The tension between these two resolutions
continued to exist whiin the reconstituted
International for several years. James Guillaume

L H. Collins and C. Abramskyarl Marx and the British
Labour Movement: Years of the First Internatioflabndon:
Macmillan, 1965): 270.

2Katz: 138.

was an important debate
regarding political sategy,
including whether there was
any positive role for the state.

The Geneva Congress in
September 1873 was the first
full congress of the
reconstituted Internationallt
was attended by delegates
from England, France, Spain,
Italy, Holland, Belgium ad
Switzerland. The English
delegates, John Hales and
Johann Georg Eccarius
(Mar x6s for mer
had been members of the
original International. They
were interested in reviving
the International as an
associati on
orgarnsations, and in
disavowing the Marxist
controlled General Council
and International that had
been transferred by Marx and

of

Engels to New York. They had not become
anarchists, as Hales made clear by declaring

%l?nﬁaiio% tgf Itarl'ui e{r;r?t ?o:m%ofnst(?c%tg? ?h(lé£ fgrrﬁﬁ | td (\)
[e.eatn‘& %ﬁ%%‘t%%‘éfu%
i ve, anarchism w

ﬁ‘fv'ﬂed‘?§ie
perspec
col |

ectivismo

(a

synonymous with socialisn).

3 George Woodcockinarchism: A History of Libertarian
Ideas and Movemen(Blew York: Meridian, 1962): 29292.

4Woodcock: 249.

term wh

it h sectipns @and federptions that had §oeedcalng avithi s

\



The Spanish delegate, José Garcia Vifas,
responded thatrerchy did not mean disorder, as
the bourgeois claimed, but the negation of political
authority and the orgasation of a new economic
order. Paul Brousse, a French refugee who had
recently joined the Jura Federation in Switzerland,
agreed, arguinthat anarchy meant the abolition of
the governmental regime and its replacement by a
collectivist economic orgasation based on
contracts between the communes, the workers and
the collective orgasations of the workers, a
position that can be traced backProudhort.

Most of the delegates to the Congress were anti
authoritarian federalists, and the majority of them
were clearly anarchist in orientation, including

i F a-Pdallieer from Spain, Pindy and Brousse
from France, Costa from Italy, and Guillauared
Schwitzguebel FAsowthirShei t
anarchist camp were Garcia Vifias from Spain, who
was close to Brousse, Charles Alerini, a French
refugee now based in Barcelona associated with
Bakunin, Nicholas Zhukovsky, the Russian
expatriate whoamained close to Bakunin,
Francois Dumartheray (184831), another

only with collecting statistics and maintaining

i nternational correspond
safeguardgainst the federal bureau coming to
exercise authority over the various sections and
branches, it was to fdfbe
country where the next International Congress
woul d He held. o

The delegates continued the practice of voting in
accordace with the mandates that had been given
to them by their respective federations. Because the
International was now a federation of autonomous
groups, each national federation was given one
vote and the statutes were amended to explicitly
provide that qu&tions of principle could not be
decided by a vote. It was up to each federation to
determine its own policies and to implement those
decisions of the congress that it accepted.

écgatu]s addy gtter?ded the next Congress in
Brussels in September 1874 as #English
delegate. He and the two German delegates
remained in favour of a workers' state and
participation in conventional politics, such as
parliamentary elections.

French refugee who had joined the Jura Federation,The most significant debate at the Brussels

Jules Montels (1843916), a former provincial
delegate of the Commune who was responsible for
distributing propaganda in France on bébathe
exiled group, the Section of Revolutionary
Socialist Propaganda and Action, and two of the
Belgian delegates, Laurent Verrycken and Victor
Dave?

The American Federal Council sent a report to the
Congress, in which it indicated its support fog th
antiauthoritarian International. The Americans
were in favour of freedom of initiative for the
members, sections, branches and federations of thex
International, and agreed with limiting any general
council to purely administrative functions. They
felt that it should be up to each group to determine
their own tactics and strategies for revolutionary
transformation. They concluded their address with
ALong | ive the social r
Il nternational . o

At the 1873 Geneva Congress, it was ultirlyate
agreed to adopt a form of orgsation based on

that followed by the Jura Federation, with a federal
bureau to be establishe

! Freymond, Vol. 4: 5&7.

2Woodcock: 248.

3 David Stafford,From Anarchism to Reformism: Augly of
the Political Activities of Paul Brousse, 1890 (Toronto:

Congress was the one over public servicésat
De Paepe, on behalf of the Belgians, argued that if

public services were tur
associations, or ficompan
simply Ahave the grim pl
wor ker aristocracy for a
sincet he wor ker companies,
artificial monopolyé wou
economy. 0 Neither could
undertaken by | ocal comm
i mportant of them, 0 such

river and water managemig and communications,
are by their very natur

territory | arger than th

intercommunal public services would therefore

have to be run by delegates appointed by the

federated communes. De Paepe claimedttieat

t F
G807 U L ERtadeRBel ddfndh®
charged with educating the young and ceisireg

t he
However, De Paepe took his argument one step

gomettyrrhﬁoi thenfd’l\'Jﬁ’dHtl% of t g%ﬂﬁ:‘g anFoﬁp

University of Toronto Press, 1971):-28 & 49-50; and
Freymond, Vol. 4: &7.

4Woodcock: 249.

5> Freymond, Vol. 4: 885.

great jJjoint undertak



the orgarsation of the state from below upwards, the workers will stick to such free association when
instead of being the starting point and the signal of it comes to orgasation of production, exchange,
the revolution, might not prove to be its more or commece, training and education, health, and

|l ess remot e r e nquiretwbethdle smeeut edy t 0o e

before the groupings of the workers by industry is
sufficiently advanced, circumstances may not
compel the proletariat of the large towns to
establish a collective dictatorship over the rest of
the population, and this for a sufficientlynip

period to sweep away whatever obstacles there
may be to the emancipation of the working class.
Should this happen, it seems obvious that one of
the first things which such a collective dictatorship
would have to do would be to lay hands on all the
public services. o

On the issue of political action, the Belgian
delegates to the Brussels Congress continued to
advocate working outside of the existing political
system, albeit partly because they did not yet have
universal suffrage in Belgium. Nevertheless, they
claimed they did not expect anything from the
suffrage or from parliament, and that they would
continue to orgase the workers into the trades
bodies and federations through which the working
class would bng about the social revolution,
revealing that, as a group, the Belgian Federation
De Paepeds position wasdiopposedyéty skeaee aDe Pae
delegates, including at least one of the Belgians, federation of the producers would not be the

Laurent Verrycken. He s mpeaksebutargyadhe result,ofamevolutmor ker s
state, argdumgbthat plibilchserwc?s should bz:-: The French delegat |nd|c tthe French
organse y n € ree to mmHT[@rﬁat oﬁaﬂssre I| cgl se klng to
Federabn of communes, O J1
nit orkers nthrou
the services being undertaken by the workers who not t o con er ower b
ided them under the supervision of the general guer. P j "
provided o of all pol it i cisingthgnselves n m
association of workers within the Commune, and ~ ;
) : : for Athe true soci al rev
by the Communes in a regional federation of . '
Communes. Farga Pellicéi Go me z 0 ) , o nThe Gongeessfultimately declared that it was up to
the Spanish Feder at i on, eagshdedefatian png eachidengoeratigsodiaisinpgrty t
they had generally pronounced themselves in to determine for themselves what kind of political

favour of anarchy, such that they would be opposedapproach they should follow. Nevertheless, it is

to any reorgaisation of public services that would ~ fair to say that as of September 1874, the migjori

lead to the reconstitution ofthe @ t e . 0 F o r of #he amtiauthgritarian International continued to
fifederation of c¢ommun e s @nbggeananagchisi @ tevolptionary syndicalist e d
as a fistate, 0 because t position Atthe end of theplB7d Brussets Cengress, t
fithe political idea, a utheadelegptesissuedamanidestg confirming their
governmental , 0 as De Paep@mist @me@mmeh® scelklgaedi vig
the need for a fAcol | ect federlisigand social revelgion; ipagvord, @cthing |
less than the original goal of the International itself:
Afthe emancipation of the
themsel ves. 0

The most vocal opponent of De Paepe's proposal
was Schwitzguébel from the Jura Federation. He
argued that the social revolution would be
accomplished by the workers themselves By the time of the October 1876 Bern Congress,
fiassuming direct cont r olheBEnglishhageeasechparticipatingéarantis o f
labour 6 t hus, (irstiagstotthef r o m agthparian International. The debate over the
Revolution, the practical assertion of the principle ipubl i ¢ serviceo state c
of autonomy and federathowéopedlomegdvyvhweabiasgsth

all social combination,®ds&ithenpowess adfe the St
institutions, 0 the me a n sociaisysogielMpstohthetdelegates ej@ckDee o i
sustains its privilegesPaepodnderesingi o¢m, thhecl ud
Airevolutionary storm. o Malaesf& it he various trades
bodi esd being Amasters Méléf‘@slsété'laéth(ﬁ"popaNﬂlﬁ‘
Afbanded together free'ysf&ferﬁHoélult'|01”§3R/\Mike§§itbp
! Stafford: 72. 3 Nunzio Pernicondtalian Anarchism, 1864.892(Oakland:

2 Guillaume, Vol. 4: 104. AK Press, 2009): 114.
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Guillaume and some of the other veteran-anti
aut horitarians | i klabdl,
Mal atesta decl ared
against all authority
around which the whole of revolutionary Italy

r a | I Both Malatesta and Guillaume made clear
that in rejecting the s
role, they were not advocating the abolition of
public services, as De Paepe implied, but their
reorgarsation by the workers themselvés.

In September 1877, the
antrauthoritarian
International held a
congress in Verviers,
Belgium, which was to
beits last. Guillaume
and Peter Kropotkin, :
now a member of the A
Jura Federation,
attended from
Switzerland. The French
refugees, Paul Brousse
and Jules Montels, also
attended. In addition,
there were Garcia Vifias
and Morago from Spain.
Otto Rinke and Emil
Werner, both anarchists,
Arepresente
both Switzerland and
Germany, while there
was a strong delegation
from the Verviers
region, the last
stronghold of anarchism
i n Be PQosta m.
represented Greek and
Egyptian socialists who
were unable toteend, as well as the Italian
Federatiorf.
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preparing for his rapprochement with social be
democracy and parliamentary politics at the World go a | ,
Socialist Congress that was about to begin in
Ghent. In anticipationf the Ghent Congress, the
delegates to the Verviers Congress passed several
resolutions emph#sng the limited bases for
cooperation between the now predominantly
anarchist oriented aréiuthoritarian International

t he

! Caroline CahmKropotkin and the Rise of Revolutionary
Anarchism, 1872886 (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1989): 338.

2 Guillaume, Vol. 4: 104.

4 Guillaume, Vol. 4: 258.
5 Guillaume, Vol. 4: 263.
6 Guillaume, Vol. 4: 264.

[

E.nt e issue of political action, the delegates
htchedt that B14€ dhtagorom Boull 1
resolved by government or some other political
but
agai nst

Unsurprisingly,
reconciliation between the social democratic and
revolutionary anarchist wings of the socialist

and the social democrats. For the Versi
t o dekegated, ablledtive @ropfréy /waichchlyi defined
thatadéi Amahe hyaki heg

st rpggs es

éewat waysodorgmaupsothat bamnn
i necefsfsiitdealn.od

Olrbgnsit

only fAby the
their
combat all political

parties, regardless of
Awhet her calr n
themsel ves so
because they did not see
electoral activity as

leading to the abolition

of capitalism and the

state. While the majority

of the delegates

therefore supported anti
parliamentary socialism,
none of the policies
endorsed at the
congresses of the
reconstituted

International were

binding on the

I nternati onal
groups, who remained

free to adopt or reject
them.

With respect to trade
union orgarsation, the
delegates confirmed
their view that unions
that limit their demands
to improving working

conditions, reducing the working day and
i ncreasing
De Paepe did not attend the Congress,ashewas emanci pati on of
revol ut i

wages, Awi | |

the prol
onary, must a
abolition of t

taking of possession of the instruments of labour by
expropriating

thémo from

despite

3 Guillaume, Vol.4: 258; Cahm: 308, fn. 41; Stafford:-95.



movement, no sudeconciliation was reached at immediate and long term interests of the workers
the Ghent Congress, or at any subsequent become subordinate to the interests of the political
international socialist congresses, with the so parties.

called ASecond 1nternath@naligpafidsWérd siibiisRed fn ivdstBrd
qnarchl_st membership _altogether atits 1896 Europe in the 1880s, and workers began to see how
international congress in Londén. their interests were being given short shrift, there
Despite thdormal position taken at the St. Imier was a resurgence in autonomous revolutionary
Congress regarding the freedom of each member trade union activity, leading to the creation of

group of the reconstituted International to revolutionary spdicalist movements in the 1890s.
determine its own political path, reaffirmed at the  Some of the syndicalist orgaations, such as the
1873 Geneva Congress, because the majority of thé=rench Confédération Générale du Travail (CGT),

delegatestothearttt hor i t ari an | nadckamtagd oanmIaspol i ti cal o
congresses, and its most active members, were  official stance of the reconstituted International.
either anarchists or revolutionary socialists The CGT was independeot the political parties

opposed to participation in electoral politics, it was but members were free to support political parties
not surprising that eventually those in favour of and to participate in electoral activities, just not in

parliamentary activity would ffid other forums in the name of the CGT. Independence from the
which to participate, rather than continuing to political parties was an essential tenet of the
debate the issue with people who were not original CGT, so that it could psue its strategy of
committed to an electoral strategy. revolutionary trade union orgesation and direct

action unimpeded by the demands and interests of

Only a minority of member groups in the the political parties.

reconstituted International ever supported or came

to support a stratggoriented toward achieving It is not fair to hold the anarchists and anti

political poweri the English delegates, a few of parliamentary revolutionary socialists in the

the German delegates who did not officially reconstituted International responsible for the exit
represent any group, and then a group of Belgians, of the groups that had decided to focus on electoral
with the Belgian Federation being split on the activity. The majority of the Belgian

issue. Other than the debate onithe u b | i ¢ s latervationadists would have changed their strategy
state, 0 which agai n onl ffomauppoitingarrinterngtionalffededaton efg at e
supported, most of the discussions at the autonomous wo k e r s iGatioms t@sapporting

reconstituted I nternat i thenBelgidn Socialistpayty regardless of theaafugas e
tactics and strategies for abolishing the state and of the anarchist and revolutionary socialist
capitalism through various forms of directian, members of the reconstituted International to agree
in order to achieve it hwiths$uchaeapgoach. spontaneous

t

t
orgarisat i on Qf | abour o hali.th Bit §ﬁq th hSsdremGiQ Lfld © S S
had reaffirmed as the i ﬁweeﬂgen)égttufe?ﬁqt&nat%%al bgsgl foh 2 t ©

For example, there were ongoing debates within  resolutions adopted at the St. Imier Congress
the reconstituted International regarding the role  believed above all that the International should not
and efficacy of strikes and the use of the general  only remain independent of the socialist political

strike as a means for overthrowing the existing parties, but that the International shoudshttnue to
order. Any kind of strike activity had the potential pur sue its goal of achi e
to harm the electoral prospects of socialist political spontaneousorgmat i on of | abour o
parties, an issue that had arisen in the Swiss wor ker s6 own asatione, freeofo u s
Romande Federation prior to the split in the political interference and control. For those who
original International. Once the focus becomes chose instead to throw their lot in with the political

trying to elect as manypastoicesa,)| isheme mwoalkley swas
candidates as possible to political office in order to remain involved in such an orgaation, even
eventually form a government, the trade unions andthough there was no formal bar to their continued

ot her organsatiens aréthen pressuredto  membership and participation. It was simply time
tailor their tactics to enhance the prospects of the for them to part ways.

political partiesd electoral success. Both the

1Woodcock: 262264.
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We must first declare that in our eyes the strike is not a a week, few could subsist a month, and scarce any a

solution, even patrtial, for the great problem of the
extinction of poverty, but we believe that it is an
instrument of struggle whose use will definitely lead

hi m;

towards the saition of this problem. This is why we

but

believe we must respond to
exclusive ceoperators who see
no serious movement amongst
workers other than consumer,
credit and producer societies
and who in particular regard thg
strike as useless, or even as
disastrougo the interests of the
workers. We believe that it is
necessary here to distinguish
between types of strikes, both
from the point of view of the
organisation of the strike and
from the point of view of the
goal it pursues; but before
coming to that, we ant to
answer two objections that hav
been made against strikes in
general.

And we first find the objection
of Adam Smith, an objection sg
often repeated both by

the individual,
Isolated struggle
of the wage
worker against
the capitalist has
been replaced by
the collective
struggle of

wor ker s o

associations.

economists and by socialists.
The former, in fact, made use of

this objection to turn workemway from any struggle
with the bosses and to induce the workers to submit to moment.
the inflexibility of economic laws;
as a weapon against the present social order, in which
they claim that the proletarian absolutely cannot break

any ofthe links of his long chain.

t his
it he

Here i s
Smit h,

objection:
masters
landlord, a farmer, a master manufacturer, or merchant, o f
though they did not employ a single workman, could

the latter have used it

no

can

generally live a year or two upon the stocks whichthey Smi t hd s
have already acquired. Many workmen could not subsistmanufacturer, could generally remain a year or two

! Adam SmithThe Wealth of NationsBook I, Chapter VIII: Of

the Wages of LabourB(ack Fla)

year without employment. In the lomgn the workman
may be as necessary to his master as his master is to

t he

Those who today repeat these
words of the father of political
economy seem to have not noticed
the immense economic evolution
which has been accomplished
since the time when Adam Smith
wrote; the economic s&in

which Adam Smith lived is no
longer completely identical to the
one in which we live. On the one
hand, the individual, isolated
struggle of the wagerorker

against the capitalist has been
replaced by the collective struggle
of worker sénthes soc i
other hand, in a large number of
industries, the employer, the boss,
the master manufacturer, has been
replaced by the association of
capitalists, either in the form of

the public limited company or in
another form, and this elimination
of the [indivdual] employer is

even one of the most marked and
most remarkable tendencies of the

neceslsity is

economic period that we are going through at the

Now, from the first point of view, if it is true that an
isolated worker, left to himself, can rarely go a week
without working and even more rarely a month, this is
|l onger
A &ssociatidn lthat $ias cohsuled welpinadvarece and tisag y
h cah abunbnottonlyromits bwn fuieds lguealsa on the aid

ot her
view, if it is true that up to a certain point that in
toi

the same when we

wor ker sd6 adpoiatofi at

me an owner, a f
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without making his workers toil, it is no longer the case work, or because the workers want to increase wages or

when we consider a limited companyg tbapital of decrease the hours, the producer loses his time and his
which would swiftly withdraw if it ceased for some money but does heohregain both when the strike

time to produce absolutely no interest; and moreover, succeeds? If he only gets a reduction of one hour of
even for the employer or for the capitalist who finds work, does that not give him at least 300 hours a year?
himself at the head of an industry, we can say that what One fact is constant, that the trades which have no
Adam Smith says is not agate, this boss or this enduring organisation for a strike, no resistance

capitalist not only having to live off the funds that he societies, ar@n a deplorable state, while in those where
might have in his possession, but also having to meet this exists, the workers are not only happier from the
his commitments both \i&vis his creditors and point of view of earnings but also less harshly treated.
suppliers of raw materials and Adsvis his customers.
Also, see how th facts increasingly show a striking
contradiction to Smithos
as the interests of an industrial establishment become
more closely linked to the interests of others, and as the
alliance and agreement amongst workers beconses m  From the first point of view, that of the organisation
widespread. If we can still cite a good number of strikes required by the strike, it seems obvious to us that any
where the bosses tri umph e siriketlvaeigpoariyhpEannedandibadly kdmeans thed n d
it is by the thousands that we can cite those where the resources have not been calculated well, or that the
workers ended up triumphing over the opposition of the timing was not favourable, and has very little chance of
bosses. succeeding; now any strike that does not succeed is an
immense disaster for the worker, because it is a loss of
funds, because of the costs it essitates and the

idleness it causes, because it discourages all subsequent
attempts, because in the end it belittles the man and
deprives the workers of something of his pride and

We said that it was necessary to distinguish between
‘g es of strike, both from the point of vig the
r

aﬁis%tlror\( o‘}f1 theI st?ikr?e %m’d fro'mQhe omteof vl%v(/ oc* po
the goal it pursues.

Certain opponents tfie strike, who are most often
theoretical and nepractical men, have made another
general objection against the strike. They deplore the
time lost by striking workers; that is, they say, stopping

production as if there were a Ia_ck O.f pro_ducts! T_hey also dignity. But it is precisely for this reason that we
"’.‘dd that when the worker remains inactive for eight or . believe that the strikmust cease to be a haphazard war
fifteen days, he does not consume less. This language is ’

quite simply ridiculous, when we think that there are stife for the workers, but must be well organised,
men in society who ha,ve not, during their entire properly considered in advance and prepared for a long

existence, produced anything whatsoethst is to say time.
not a quarter of an hour of work. Have they, these From the second point of view, that is to say with
opponents, even thought for a moment about the respect to the particular goal which the strike may

number of hours producers work each day? Thus we  propose to attain, we find there is still a matter to be

can, with the certainty of not being contradicted, say distinguished. Indeed, the purpose of a strike may be:
that most workers do not work one daglagy, but a day either a demand for wages, or the refusal to accept a

and a half. Let us mention the miners, who go down reduction in wages, or a demand for a reduction in
into the pit at 5 o06cl oc kwarking hourseor timorefusal to gcceptiacteasdio n o't
out wuntil 10 odcl ock i n t Wwokinghowsnar thegabolitiorf of wolkaceadggagionss a
these men were justified, we would be led to reproach prejudicial to the dignity of the workers, or the

the worker for théime he loses when iliness keeps him improvement of health and safety conditions in certain
bed, when he still consumes but does not produce. workshops or certain mines, or the refusal to work with
defective tools or with & materials of poor quality, the
use of which may constitute a loss for the worker, or the
intention of opposing the violation of contracts made

with employers (as happened a year ago with the cotton
dyersdéd strike in Amiens),
machnations of the heads of industry against the very
exi stence of the Workerso
with the last strike of the Parisian bronzers and the

strike of the fabric printers of Roubaix), or even
opposition against the introduction of too many
apprentices into the workshops.

But we would like to know if the work which has not
been done does not remain to be done? Opponents of
the strike could respond to this remark, if they were
given the oportunity to prove that the producers are not
sometimes forced to be idle against their will. Are they
unaware that, in almost all professions, there are what
are called dead seasons? And, apart from these dead
seasons, do we not regularly have idlenesssiimply

to overproduction, to a congestion of unsold products?
But when the observations of our opponents are-well
founded, that should not prevent workers from going on
strike, for the very simple reason that it is better to go ~ When the aim of the strike is a wage increase, we know
down a bad path than tdlifanto a precipice. all the objections. There are usually two objections to

Indeed, assuming that there is a strike because the these sorts of strikes. Here is the first:

bosses want to reduce wages or increase the hours of
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Ricardo, McCulloch and many other economists claim the rate of wages on the cost of subsistence is not very
that the wage rats invariably fixed by the price of close.

necessities. The higher the cost of subsistence, the
higher the wages; the cheaper the food, the lower the
wages.

An example: The wages of labour have hardly changed
in the last ten or twenty years in a host of occupations,
while in others wages have fallen steadily. The cost of
Such is the inflexible law which, according to these subsistencgenerally varies from one year to another,
economists, governs the rate of wages, and the demandeven from one month to another, and taking subsequent
and efforts of the workers can do nothing against the  years, we can even say that the cost of subsistence is
fatality of this law. constantly increasing.

AfLet bread drop by 5 cent Anogibesexgmngle: Inknank iodystriesthereisa wi t h
current constitution of i difftrercd betweerdsumneywadds airer veabes;las
Chevalier, dit will not t bukiresssfitexpicksomarobons thé sammemratigeses t

undergonearolgl vy equi val ent r e dindustriesywages arAhigher in sSummes and yet because
not only economists who have affirmed the existence of of the greater expenses of heat, light, clothing, and food

this inevitable law, most socialist writérd/idal, in winter than in summer, the wages should be higher.
Pecqueur, both De Potters, Colins, étalso recognise From all this, wec an conclude that M
it, not, it is true, by regarding it as an eternal (&vis false, and that it does not deserve the name of an

would be incomprehensible amongst socialists), but as economic law, since not only is it not the generalisation
an inevitable consequence of the present social order. of a constant fact, but that it is not even a simple
AToday, 06 says Vidal, At hetemdénayjismotrversaliimsnglaw.ence i s t h
normal wate of wages. Wages inevitably gravitate
towards this minimum, like a liquid wards its level: it
is the |l aw. 0

So popular commesense has never taken it into
account.

Now here is the second objection: The price of any
product, it is said, is made up of two things: on the one
hand, of the wages of the workers; on the other hand,
deductions from capital (that is to say, interest,

divi dends, bossesd6 income, n
Now, with one of the two components of the product

This would perhaps be the time to say a word about the
alleged inflexibility of economic laws; but we will

speak of this later in connection with another
objections. Be that as it may, many econoniigiglam
Smith, Stuart Nll, Dunoyer, Carey, Bastiat, Baudrillart,

etc.i deny the secalled law of McCulloch and Ricardo, increasing, the [price of the] product itself increases,

and they seem to us to be perfectly correct. We are not : :
suggesting that the cost of subsistence has absolutely néfjmd consequently when wages rise, the price of the

influence on the rate of wages, but we ntaimthat this articles of consumption rises; then, the oflaetor of
) . : wages, but the product soon rises in its turn, because the strike, by
influence is sometimes in the relation expressed by

raising wages ha% caused the price of consumer gogds

Ic\i/ila?mgt;jiclsllll i(r)lv((;rZeoreSIatioL ?_thVL,Js exs Iginm\(/ew:e:l tﬂqee f ris'e,&his |ncsrease th 'rﬁrn:edbrir%gsoas gbeackl'asﬂ an*
y ) piain. increase in the price of rents, leases and capital, and this

ggj\tnofnstjhb::g;xe gg:';‘ejsste;’ iLh detjgt:isegsgilclzéizl?t\:velng rise in rentsleases and interest leads in turn to a new
y ’ increase in the cost of products, since the income of

money of consumers then goes above all to objects of capital, as stated above, form with the renumeration

grsslfiQeﬁﬁrszt]y{ni?géiénﬁy\,sgeZsbebtehca;fgee er\]/iosrl\j\?;, 2%5 N Ogranted to labour, the price of any product. Thus, it is
9 ges, J Said, the gap between the value of wages andribe

It(r)lzgiﬁ::rlge;selea:gmufstgs F|)tr IfneaOfaslggSt:Zt?r?eftet’hvg”smn of consumer goods is no less great after a strike than
9 ’ y 9 pefore. Finally it is concluded that the strike for wage

down of industry, the lack of orders precisely means ;0o coq s Useless, to say the least, even when it
that the bosses can do without a good a part of their succeeds

workers. By contrast, when the cost of subsistence falls,
industry resumes, and then eénty the desire to lower Certainly, we are far from concealing from ourselves

wages may exist amongst the employers, but the the gravity of this ojection; we even recognise its
demand for labour rising, the workers is better able than correctness for a large number of cases; but the
ever to increase his wages, which is precisely the conclusions drawn from it seem to us too absolute.

opposite of Mc Cul l ochos | &l n@t Biﬂ)utettrﬁ]sisért oije(?onoW#& E\VB, byiviP[Lfée €

happens; but, of cose, when the workers reach an of which it is claimed that when one element of a

agreement, they unite, for if they were to wait for the product increaseshe total price of the product tends to
wgge '”Cfease from the free play of economic laws, theyincrease. But we will observe that this law is, like other
might wait a long time. economic laws, only gendentiallaw, that is to say one
Moreover, a simple glance at the facts suffices to that is stopped in practice by a host of modifying
demonstrate that the dependence opifrenomenon of causes. Indeed, each science has its own partiews,
and these laws are all the closer to the absolute as the

12



science is simpler, as the phenomena to be observed ar@™ Example Apart from theprofits taken by the bosses,
less complicated. it often occurs that salesmen or even those who only

In mechanics, for example, the scientific laws are procure the order receive 5, 10, 15, 20 and even 25% on

almost identified with the very expression of the facts; the sale.

but inbiology, and especially in social science, it is After that stipulate, in a clear and frank manner, that the
necessary to take into account a mass of variations price of a product will have to be increaseelcduse we
depending on the surroundings and circumstances. It is have increased the daily wage of the worker by a few

the same with the famous lawsifpplyanddemand centimes, as if the wage increase in this case, even
which we are far from contesting, but which is wi t hout being taken from t

nevertheless neutralised by a host of economic facts; thebe taken from a part of the percent of salesmen and
same is true of the law relating to the prices of products other middlemen.

which we are currently examining. 3Y Example When the increase in wages takes place in

If we consider a society where there are only workers  an industry which enjoys a monopoly (legal or natural,
without middlemen ocapitalists, certainly any increase it matters not), and in which consequently the profits of
in the cost of labour would lead to an increase in the capital are very high because of the lack of competition,
price of the product, since labour, in this case, is the it may be that, notwithstanding the rise inges, the

sole element of the said profits are still
value. If we consider a higher in the said
society where there We do not want monopoly industry than in any
would no longer be ] other; then capital will
middlemen between wherever it comes from, not go elsewhere, and it
workersand capitalists, is possible that the boss
where all capital would — and we will protest just as will not raise the
be represented by stock product déds pri
without interest and much against workers who that this increase in the
dividends, and all work product will lead to a
by a labour force paid wan tto mongpolise work decrease in c@umption
wages, the economic and consequently sales,
law that we are in their hands as against in accordance with this
examining would no ] economic law:
longer express itself so the idlers who have AWhen the pri:
close to an absolut_e ) _ product rises
truth as in the precting monopolised capital and thmeticallv. th
case but it would be anthmeticatly, the

| o it than it i in their hand consumption of that
closertoitthanitis property in their hands. product tends to
today. Indeed, if in this ) .
case wages increased ir Our motto is: Justice decrease in a geometric

i . progression. o

any industry, there
would be a marked above all and for all _ 4" Example When the
tendency for the interest rise in wages coincides
and dividends of capital with a reduction in the
to increase, because without that capital would soon be cost of production, the latter, which without this rise
directed tovards industries where the rent of capitalis woul d only have increased
better paid, capital being blind by nature and having no place exclusively to the advantage of the workers, if the
more preference for one industry than for another. increase in wages is strictly proportional to the saving

obtained, or tahe advantage of both the worker and
boss, if the saving in costs is greater in the other case,
there is no reason for the price of the products to
increase.

But that is not the case today. Taking the current
organisation of society, we say that the fact ef th
increase in the price of products after a rise in wages is
nothing less than a general fact, and we will cite a few
examples to support what we are saying: As for the strike opposing the introduction of

ot " , apprentices into workshops, that is a very delicate issue.
1% Example The competition that the boss is forced to There are professions in which the workers are

n:i:‘riltsazz d(r)()esorr]t(i):)r?l':,(\)l atKSe ?r!lgrve\z/:slemi;ov:gaies h:n d then systematically opposed to taking on apprentices, as they
P prop ges, fear seeing these apprentices, who have become

the Increase in the price of products_ does not take place;vvorkers in their turn, compete with them on the labour
the increase in wages is taken in this case from the

market: we understand this fear, but we cannot apRr?ve

bossos profits, which dec i fhgrﬁegsur Whic ipd%tatédﬁor@grtair?tm&m%s
13



[corporationg; the children of the people, thus rejected perfect worker than thoseho emerge from the current
from certain industries, falack on others, and then one organisation. This would therefore be beneficial for

of two things occur: either these industries accept them, both the worker and the apprentice. To finish this point,
and then find themselves one fine day overcrowded we conclude:

with hands; or else they spurn them, and then where

will the child learn to work? - that a strike conducted with a view to

systematically opposing any introduction of

If it is just that the worker has aif wage, that he has apprentices is noegitimate;
the right to live whilst working, the apprentice also has - that a strike conducted with a view to opposing
the right to learn to work in order to live. the introduction of apprentices to do the work

of workers at a lower cost can be considered
legitimate, but that it is nevertheless then a
matter of seeking a grouping which will allow
the child ofthe people to learn his trade without
harming the interests of the experienced worker.

We do not want monopoly wherever it comes from, and
we will protest just as much against workers who want
to monopolise work in thehands as against the idlers
who have monopolised capital and property in their
hands. Our motto istustice above all and for all

But if it is right that the child of the people should be
able to learn a trade, is it right that he should do so to
the cetriment of the very same, that is to say of the
worker? No, obviously.

As for strikes which aim to lighten the stupefying work

of 15 to 16 hours a day and literally killing the workers

in his body and his intelligence, and as for thosewh

have as their object the abolition of regulations
prejudicial to dignity, or to remind bosses of their

Well, this is the crux of the matter. At present, in many commitments, or to oppose the coalition of the masters
occupations, apprentices are like machines, which, by agai nst the workersoé6 right
operating exclusively for the benefit of the bosses, are dare to challenge its perfect legitimaayd high

detrimental tahe workers; that is to say, the machine ~ morality? In this case, the cessation of work does not
eliminates jobs, and apprentices, after having learned  seem to us only a right, it is a duty.

under the eyes and by the advice of comrades, do the
work at a price lower than that required for experienced
workers. This is the evil of which the worker cdaips.

We believe we have sufficiently demonstrated that the
strike can therefore offer unquestionable advantages.
But, in our opinion, strikes must be subjextertain

For us, this question of apprenticeship will only find its  conditions, not only of justice and legitimacy, but also
definitive solution in the solution of another question of opportunity and organisation. Hence, for the question
which is also on the agenda of this Congress; we speak of opportunity, it is easy to understand that such and

of integral education, comprising the full and concurrent such a season, for example, may be more favourable to
teaching of the sciees and trades. Apart from mutual  the success of the e than another. As for the
education, another solution to this question of question of organisation, we believe that the strike must
apprentices may lie in the generalisation of productive  be conducted by resistance societies.

associations, associations where the apprentices, instea
of constituting a benefit for the boss as today, work on
behalf of the associated workers; just as the machine,
which today also constitutes an advantage for the boss,
would also work for the associated workers. But in the
meantime, could not the resistance societies reach a
very current and immediate solution kst question? And how could it be otherwise? The law forbade the

, , workers to gather around the establishments where
Could it not be that the work of the apprentice was work had ceased, and the workers hgubeen unable to

counted, by the boss, as having been done by the :
workers? Tyhese, after having p%\id the appren);ice What is29ree beforehand to choose delegates who combined the

due him, would pay the difference to the resistance gualities necessary for an approach to be made with the

society. Aveaty,In severa psssions a sl D0SSes (Do lo s, e decorum, e socel e
method is in use. Let us cite as examples the cigar '

markers, who each have an apprentice at their own ﬁgidﬂ%?i;igﬁgg fgrg?:?eh?;ﬁza[]asﬁfé)wmghwirﬁ(é?s
expense, and the tailors, who have a particular 9 9 ) ' '

expression to describe theirs: they give it the nickname we say, will gather in front Of. the establishments or the
residence of the boss and will form, whatever we do or

QVithout this, while sometimes necessary, strikes will
constantly run the risk of going against the interests of
the workers and wikalmost always lead to unrest,
which are more vulgarly labelled, with malevolent
intention, with the title of riots.

beef say, a tumultuous assembly that the bossesafilivant

If this system could & adopted, the obvious result to listen to. From there, persecutions, in a word,

would be that the worker, no longer having to fear repression, which with a sensible organisation of
competition from the apprentice, would devote more resistance societies we could easily avoid. This is what
time to showing him how to carry out the work, and the coal miners of the Charleroi basin understood; after
would very probably end up by making him a more having conducted so many unongsed strikes and,
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consequently, riots, they have just started seriously ontoWell, even if it is proved, as 2 and 2 make 4, that the
a new path, that is to say, with the creation of resistance strike in this case cannot give the workers any

societies, and the basin on Charleroi is already covered
with these sorts of societies.

The strike, without a resistance society, still offers many
inconveniences and great injustices from the point of
view of reciprocity and dignity. Indeed, without

improvement, at least it should be accepted as the
supreme protest of the disinherited against the vices of
our social organgtion.

We said at the start of this report that the strike can be
useful and necessary; that, consequently, we are

organisation can there b
the certainty of seeing, in
the event of a strike by
one categoryfovorkers
who have contributed to
supporting a strike of
another category, the
certainty of seeing, we
say, this mutuality
established in a fair and
equitable manner?

latter, when he

To go on strike without a
resistance society is to
want to undertake an
unequal strugglehe
bosses being few in
number, favoured by
fortune and protected by
power, will always easily
agree. ltis, in a word,
war without tactics or
ammunition.

knowing that he

However, let there be no
mistake about the

The resistance society is
again necessary because
It inspires a certain fear
in the exploiter. The

quite sure of success,
will be careful not to
violate conventions,

lose his authority in the
case of the failure of his
arbitrary attempt.

supporters of resistance
societies in order to give to
strikes resources and a wise
and energetic direction.

Yes, despite our desire and
the certainty that we cherish
of one day seeing the social
order completely
transformed, that is to say
the abolition of the
exploitation of man by man,
replaced by the equal
exchange of products and
reciprocity between
producers, we maintain that
it is necesary to establish
resistance societies, as long
as there are categories of
workers whose complete
liberation is currently
impossible. Example:
miners, whose instrument
of work or raw material can
hardly be acquired; navvies,

IS not

would

significance of our
words; despite all we have just saighinst the strike

not organised by a resistance society, we maintain that itT

is just, legitimate and necessary, when agreements are
violated by the employer, and that it may then be
attempted notwithstanding the chances of failure. Is it
not always grandnd beautiful to see the slave protest
against barbaric and inhuman actions? And what action
can be more barbaric and inhuman than that which
consists in constantly cutting the ration of those who
already live only on deprivation?

In the presence of low was in certain industries (in the
big factories and in the coal mines, for example), in the
presence of the great centralisation of capital which
means that the capitalists are there in permanent
coalition to reduce the workers to the last extremity, in
the presence of the enormous capital which these
workers would require to operate by themselves vast
factories or collieries, and in the absence of any
organisation of credit which could facilitate the creation
of production association in these industrigs,ask,

what other weapon than the strike, even without
organisation, has been left to these proletarians against
the indefinite reduction of the wage? Is it better for
them to starve to death at work, without uttering a cry of
indignation and without makg any effort to rise up?

who would require

enormous capl to perform their transformations, etc.
We again support this necessity, because while
ounding production associations, it will be take, with
the current organisation of credit, some time for each of
the different professions to acquire the instrumehts
labour that could require the use of many arms, and
because, during the time required to create the
necessary capital, the exploiters could reduce wages in
such a way that the worker, instead of being able to save
enough for his down payment, would faito the

situation of a man who does not know how to meet his
commitments.

The resistance society is again necessary because it
inspires a certain fear in the exploiter. The latter, when
he is not quite sure of success, will be careful not to
violate conentions, knowing that he would lose his
authority in the case of the failure of his arbitrary
attempt. This remark is so true that it can be applied to
the exploited. In fact, workers who are forced to return
to work which they initially refused because tivage

had been reduced, feel the authority exerted over them
by the disdainful exploiter much more when need forces
them to return, crestfallen, into this prison, which
should be a place of happiness and satisfaction for the
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hardworking man since that ishere life, wealth and
well-being come from.

The resistance society is of indisputable necessity, as
long as the exploitation of man by man remains, as long
as the idlers take anything from the work of others. It is
necessary not only in view of what wave said, but

also because it is only through it that the bosses and the

workers will know who they are dealing with in the
person of those who come to ask for work. The
Association gives each of its members a certificate of
morality and honesty. The emglker and the worker will
know that the Association keeps in its midst only
workers free from all taint.

One of the causes of the steady decline of the price of
labour, we may also mention, is that unemployed
workers go from house to house offerthgir arms, and
thus give the exploiter the idea that there is a greater
abundance of unemployed men than there really are.
Through association, demands for workers should be
made directly to the committees which could still send
workers only where the ndarises.

Finally, apart from its usefulness for strikes, the
placement of workers, etc., the society for maintaining
prices is also useful through one of its complementary
institutions, namely the insurance fund against
unemployment, an essential compleii® the

resistance fund itself. Indeed, if it is necessary that the
association raises funds to provide for the existence of
its members in the case of strikes, that is to say,
unemployment as a result of a dispute with the bosses
is at least as usdffor it to do the same for unforeseen
cases of unemployment due to more or less temporary
industrial crises.

If strikes, in order to be successful, need to be made an
directed by resistance societies, in turn the resistance
societies will be serious gnivhen they are all

federated, not only in a trade and in a country, but
between countries and between trades; hence the need
for an international federation.

It will not be out of place to give a word of explanation
here. Thus, it will be easy to understiahat a resistance
society, although having succeeded in a locality in
rallying all the workers of the some profession, will
have done nothing stable and salutary unless the boss
can find neither in neighbouring localities, neither in the
country nor owide, the workers he may need to replace
those who have stopped work for a legitimate reason.
Already, without speaking of the English traal@ions
amongst which federation has existed for a long time, a
good number of trades have understood the necéssity
federate from one town to another in the same country;
let us mention, in Belgium, the typographical
associations, which are all federate d with the free
association of the composéygpographers of Brussels;
let us also mention the carpenters, who hase

recently embarked on this path. The same motive which

has pushed the resistance societies of the same trade to
come to an agreement amongst themselves will push
them to come to an agreement with the other trades.
This was understood by the federatadrcarpenters of
Brussels, Antwerp, Pepinster, etc., which is affiliated as
a whole to the International, and this has been
understood for a long time by the typographical
societies of Switzerland, which are also affiliated as a
block.

But make no mistakehe bosses still have a way of
getting out of trouble, which the federation can easily
stand in the way of; this means consists in having made
abroad what they have not succeeded in having made in
the country. The federated associations, in this case,
could refuse to carry out the work, knowing that this

can only be a whim which will be of very short duration
on the part of the bosses. We say whim, because no one
can imagine that a product supplied under these
conditions can establish competition in wgednerally.

It is enough for us to look at the costs of all kinds of
things that would result from such a system.

Apart from what we have just pointed out, there may be
something more serious in this way of working abroad.
It is when the exploiters chooptaces where labour is
supplied at excessively low prices. Here again, it will be
the federation and the federation alone, which can
remedy the evil by ensuring that, sooner or later, work
is paid everywhere at almost a uniform price. That is to
say, it isa question of arriving at a certain
toroportionality between the rate of wages in any
country and the price of subsistence in that same
country.

There are still other reasons which must commit

Gassociations to the international federation; to

demonstrate #need for it, we will simply limit
ourselves to quoting only two facts which the workers
would do well to become aware of: when the Parisian
bronziers had quit work, because their bosses had
demanded that they dissolve their association, the
workers onlyovercome this arrogance with the help of
their brothers the English; 20,000 francs left London
and forced the French bosses to raise the white flag.

In their turn, the workers of Geneva emerged
triumphant from the struggle undertaken against the
employerdecause the workers of France, England,
Germany and Italy had come to their aid. As the
Association was still in its infancy, things could not be
done according to the strict rules of organised solidarity;
so the different sections of the International Werr s 6
Association organised a vast subscription, and the Paris
office alone procured in a fortnight alone a sum of
10, 000 francs, and a si
typographers, made up 2,000 francs of this amount.
This money undoubtedly contrilad to the success of
the Geneva workers.

ngl
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These two facts, we believe, will suffice to demonstrate organisation of the council which is the subject of our
the necessity of international federation. study. Indeed, by founding a federal council by means
. L of three delegates from each of the trade nsio

As for the last proposal, concerning arbitration boards, [corporationd, as is practised in theederation it wil

we have two options in mind. First of all and naturally be easv in this gathering of men. to find the elements
the one which should consist of members half belonging Y gat 9 S .
necessary to constitute the arbitration council whose

to the bourgeoisie or exploiting class, half to the usefulness and necessity we recoanise
workers or the exploited. Since these two classes of men y 9 :

are interested in the dispute, it is necessary for each of If the federal council is and must be in@sjtion to

them to find its defender or itspeesentative. But let us  judge the necessity and opportunity for strikes which
see up to what point this method presents, for one of thearise in connection with a pay cut, it can only be the
two parties, guarantees of impatrtiality, without which same for a multitude of disputes which may arise either
any judgement could not be rendered according to between bosses and workers, or between workers only.
equity. An arbitration board constituted in this way
seems to us toehthe counterpart of what are now called
industrial tribunals, and we know how judgements are
made there. These councils are usually chaired by a
boss, who exercises a certain influence over the session
by the eloquence as a speaker and by the position he
occupies in society, that is to say by his personal
independence.

We could dwell here espeatly on the duties of workers
towards apprentices, but that would lead us into too
lengthy explanations. Finally, in all cases where the
federal council has to step aside to make way for the
arbitration council, the members of the federal council
could appint to serve on the arbitration council one
member from each of the delegations that make up its
council; and when the members forming the arbitration
Note that the influence we have just attributed to the council do not agree on a decision to be taken or on the
chair, apart from that which the chair gives him, exists legitimacy of an act to be taken, they wouldédéhe

for all the other members of his class; no one, we are  supreme resource of adding three, five or seven of these
sure, will deny the igstige exercised over a large part  workers who are called independent, that is to say

of our brothers, always at the mercy of those who citizens who are nether bosses nor wagekers, but
possess the instruments of work and capital, by the workers who are seémployed. The latter, because of
gualities which we have attributed to the chair. their relative independence vasvis the other two,

would be considered as thiparty arbitrators and
would definitely decide the question that could have
divided the arbitration board.

One of the most powerful methods of these gentlemen
first of all corsists, when they meet with workers, in
inviting them to a kind of banquet, where the

consumption of wine is allowed; the worker being Lastly, we shall conclude this subject by saying that if
unable with his meagre wage to afford this luxury, the  we are such great supporters of societiesf@intaining

bill will be paid by the capitalist, as you would well prices, as we say in Belgium, resistance societies, as
think. Whatwe are pointing out here is nothing they say in France, trade unions, as they say in England,
compared to what remains to be said about the it is not only with regard to the necessities of the

dependence of the workers on the bosses; these being present, but also with regard to the social order of the
closely linked, for various reasons which it would be future. Let us expla. We do not consider these
superfluous to enumerate, the worker of character could societies merely a necessary palliative (note that we do
take into @count his desire for independence when the not say cure); no, our sights are much higher. From the
need, that is to say lack of work, obliges him to go and depths of the chaos of the conflict and misery in which

solicit from one of them a job of some kind. What we are agitating, we raise our eyes towards a more
would be no less dangerous would be to entrust the harmon¢ and happier society. Therefore, we see in
judgement to workshop foremen who, apart from these resistance societies the embryos of these great
honourale exceptions, are too often, as they say workers companies which will one day replace the
vulgarly, tools of the bossdtrotteurs de manchés companies of capitalists having under their orders
seeking to lower the wages of the workers in order to  legions of employees, at least in all industries where
see their salaries increased. collective force is involved and where there is no

middle ground between wagdg@bour and association.
Already in the major strikes that have broken out in

recent years a new tendency is quite clearly beginning

to emerge: the strike must lead to the production
TheFederation t he Br ussel s0 s e cdodiety.mMhaohas atrdady been said during the strike of

I nternational Wor ker sodo As theoassodcation of ppinersland cagpertess inlGheathas n g
within its midst a federal council (which cannot fail to  during the strike of tailors in Paris. And that will

In our opinion, there remains only one type of creation
of an arbitration bard that we make it our duty to
submit to you.

be established in each of the sections of said happen, because it is in the logic of ideas and the force
associabn) has been of undeniable usefulness to us in  of events. It is inevitable thiétie workers will come to
the idea that we are going to put forward regarding grasp this Ilittle |Iine of
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strike because the bosses refuse to accede to our
demands, consumers are still clamouring for the
products of our industry; since our inactivity does not
come from lack oflemand but only from the obstinacy
of our bosses, why should we not work directly for the
public; the money that our fund spends to maintain

without truce nor end between cap#ad labour, and

we want, not precisely what has been called today the
association of labour and capitéh hybrid

combination, under which the capitalist, provider of
finance, has an agreement with the workers to eliminate
the boss, while still collectminterest and dividends

inactive workers because of the strike could be spent onfrom labour), rather we want the absorption of work by

the purchase

of

Oncethis idea is understood,
it will soon be realised. Only,
it is important to note (and
this is an important point) that
these production associations
that will result from the
transformation of the societies
for maintaining prices, will
not be these pettysaociations
like most of those existing
currently; these latter,
excellent as examples and as
education which we wish
well, do not seem to us to
have any great social future,
no role to play in the renewal
of society because, compose
of only a few individials, can
only succeed, as Dr. Buchner|
says, in creating, alongside of
the bourgeoisie or thirdstate,
a fourthestate having beneat}
it a fifth more miserable than
ever. On the contrary, the
production associations
derived from the unions
encompass entrtrades,
invade large industry and
thereby form the NEW
CORPORATION! a
corporation that bourgeois

will

economists will gladly

these product

result from the

societies for

maintaining prices,
é thereby form

the NEW

CORPORATION e
appears to us the real
and positive future of
t he
want the abolition of

trade

wage -labour

ion

associations that will

transformation of the

Her

u

n

confuse (we know) with the

old guilds, although the latter was organised
hierarchically, based on monopoly and privilege, and
limited to a certain number of members (just like our

raw mat er labolr;sinca capital ts acoumslated labour, which must

have only a simple
exchange value equal to
the value of the labour
it has cost, it cannot be
taken into account in
the dvision of the
products; product of
labour, capital can only
be the property of the
worker, he cannot be
associated with it.

So, this transformation
of resistance societies
taking place not just in
one country but in all,
or at least those which
are at théhead of
civilisation; in a word,
all these associations of
all lands, federated, will
intervene initially for
the struggle, benefiting
from this federation to
apply the reciprocal
exchange of products at
cost price, and
international mutual
exchange wilreplace
the protectionism and
free trade of the
bourgeois economists.
And this universal
organisation of labour

and exchange, of production and circulation, coinciding
with an inevitable and necessary transformation in the
organisation of land ownershiptae same time as with

current small production associations), while the former an intellectual transformation, having for a starting

will be organised on the basis of equality, founded on
mutuality and justice, and open to all.

Here appears to us the real and positive future of the
trade unions, because the strike, we admit, is only usefu
as an interim measure; perpetual strikes would be the
perpetuation of wagkabour, and we want the abolition

of wagelabour; perpetual strikes would be the fight

!Thetermii ¢ o r p o coaporatif) was originally the

point integral education given to all, social regeneration

will be carried out in both the material and mental

domain. And humanity, henceforth based on science
rand labour insteadf being based on ignorance and the
domination of capital as today, marching from progress
to progress in all branches of the arts, sciences and
industry will peacefully fulfil its destiny.

language of labor from the old regime to 18@ambridge:

French word for craft guild and was popular in the nineteenth Cambridge University Press, 1980). It should be not confused
century French labour movement to refer to the associations with capitalist corporations or corporatism but rather

which would replace wagiabour. For more discussion, see
William H. Sewell,Work and Rvolution in France: The

Flag)

considered as a satianaged industrial federatiorBléck
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Resolution on Collective

Ownership

Brussels Congres6;13 September 1868

Collective Ownership
Resolutions adopted by the commission:
1. With regard to mines, collieries and railways;
Considering:

That the great instruments of labour are fixed to the
ground and occupy a notable part of this soil provided
free to humanity by nature;

That these instruments of labour necessarily require the
application of machines and collective force;

That the machines and collective force that exist today
for the sole dvantage of the capitalists must in the
future only benefit the workers, and that for this it is
necessary that any industry where these two economic
forces are indispensable is carried on by groups free
from wagelabour;

Congress thinks:

1. That quarries;ollieries and other mines, as well as
railways, in a normal society, shall be owned by the
social collectivity, represented by the State, but by the
regenerated State and subject itself to the law of justice;

2. That the quarries, collieries, railwaydlvie

That the necessities of production and the application of
agronomic knowledge demands farming conducted on a
large scale and by groups, requires the introduction of
machinery and the organisation of the collectweé in
agriculture, and that, moreover, economic development
itself tends to bring about largeale farming.

That, therefore, agricultural labour and ownership of the
soil should be treated the same way as mining work and
ownership of what is under theagind;

That, moreover, productive deposits are the raw
material of all products, the original source of all
wealth, without being itself the product of labour by any
individual,

That the alienation to some of this indispensable raw
material renders the whisociety a tributary of those to
whom it is alienated,;

Congress believes that economic evolution will make
the turning of arable land into collective property a
social necessity, and that this soil will be contracted out
to farmers companies like minesriners companies,
railways to workers companies, and with guarantee
conditions for society and for the cultivators similar to
those required for the mines and for the railways.

contracted out not to capitalists, as today, but to workers3, With respect to canals, roads, paths, telegraphs;

companies, on a double contract;

one giving the concessiomyestiturg to the worker
company and guaranteeing to society;

a. the scientific and rational exploitation of the
concession,

b. its services at a price nearest to the cost price,

c. the right to audit the accounts of the
company,

d. and consequently the impossibility of the
reconstitution of monopoly;

the other guaranteeing the natural rights of every
member of the worker Associati with respect to his
colleagues.

2. With regard to agricultural property;

Considering:

Considering that thesaks of communication require

an overall management and maintenance which cannot
be abandoned to private individuals, as some
economists demand, on pain of monopoly.

Congress thinks:

These means of communication must remain the
collective property of socig.

4. With respect to forests;

Considering that the abandonment of forests to private
individuals would lead to the destruction of these
forests; That this destruction of certain parts of the
country would harm the conservation of resources, and
as a redtithe good quality of the land as well as public
hygiene and the life of the citizens;

Congress thinks:

That the forests must remain in the social collectivity.

r

ideas and written by his
exploitation occurs in ca
echoes PGanaralltdea of he Revolutienn d i
between the members oftheapp er at i ve and
toourexistencdE,consequently a com

oraans e d

G

While this resolution is often referenced as end of mutualist influence Intdreational

association, ownership of the land and of the instruments of labsocisdlo wner s hi p o
wor ker so

o

in reality
foll owers. This included
pitalism and whtahte sfihdoouulbd
ts discussion of workers
bet ween it and soci et hle
mon thing, consequently u

fihand

J
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associationso
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Resolution on War
Brussels Congres6;13 September 1868

Considering that justice ought to regulate the therefore suffice that the producers shocése
relationships between natural groups, peoples, and producingfor them to put a stop to the enterprises of the
nations, just as much as between individual citizens; personal and despotic governments;

That, although the chief and persistent cause of warisaT he Congress of the I ntern
lack of economic equilibrium, and that therefore Association, assembled at Brussels, records its most
nothing can put an end to war except social emphatic protésagainst war;

reorganisationnevertheless an auxiliary cause of war is
the arbitrary use of force which results from
centralisation and from despotism;

It invites all the sections of the Association, in their
respective countries, and also all workirigss
societies, and all wor ker s
That therefore the peoples can henceforward lessen the take the most vigorous action to prevemta between
frequency of war by opposing those who make war or  the peoples, which todapuld not be considered

declare war; anything else than a civil wasgeing that, since it

would be waged between the producers, it would only

That this right belongs especially to the working be a struggle between brothers and citizens:

classes, who are almost exclusively subject to mylita
service, and that they alone can give it a sanction; The Congress urges the workers to cease work should

That they have, to this end, a practical, legitimate, and war break out in their respve countries;

immediately realisable method; The Congress has sufficient confidence in the spirit of
solidarity animating the workers of all lands, to hope
that their support will not be wanting to thigr of the
peoples against war

Resolution on Res istance Societies
Basle Congres$-12 September 1869

Compterendu du Ve congs international, tena Bale, en Septembre 18@ruxelles : Impr. de D. Brisf@e, 1869)

That, in fact, social life cannot be carried on if
production be suspended for a certain time; that it will

The question thus posed seems Th ] ¢ diff i First type.
isti r In nreren . .
to us to presd two distinct € grouping © ere This grouping corresponds to the

sides, namely: trade uni ons é 1 poliical relations of present
How should resistance societies society, which it advantageously
be established to prepare for the commune of the future replaces: hitherto it has been the
future and to ensure as far as just as the other type typeemployed by the

possible the present; and on the f th K I nternational Wor
other hand, how the ideas we orms the worker Association.

r%ve on thhe (;rganlsatlorr\] Olf representation of the For resistance societies this state
abour in the future can help us . - :

to establish resistance societies  future. Government is 8; ;’;:)fiaallrss (I)r::\i/tgtli\(/eessrrt]r:ﬁufgl?ye;?gi?%

in the pre_sent; these two sides ¢ replaced by the councils each other by loans of money,

the question complement each organising meetings for the

other, and strengthen each othe of the assembled trades discussion of social questions

Now, we conceive of two types unions, and by a taking ations of collective

of grouping by workers: first a : :
local grouping which allows committee of their

workers of the same locality to respective delegates

maintdan daytoday relations;

next, a grouping between different localities, regions,

countries, etc. Workers in all lands feel that their interests are
interdependent and that they are crushed one by one; on

interest together.

But as industry grows, another
grouping becomes necessary
alongside the first one.

1 G. M. Stekloff,History of The First InternationglLondon: Martin Lawrence Limited, 1928).
2l't should be noted that Marx privately dismissed this re
AGAI NST WaArREngels Collected Workéol. 43, 101)
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the other hand, the futudemands an organisation that
leaves the confines of towns and knows no borders,
establishing a vast distribution of labour from one end
of the world to the other; from this double point of

view, resistance societies must organise themselves
internationaly: each trade union must foster an
exchange of correspondence and information within the
country and with other nations, that it works to establish
new branches where none exist, that it reaches
agreement with its fellow workers to act in common and
that it even goes so far, when possible, as the solidarity
of funds amongst them as the English already practice.
This type of grouping becomes an agent of
decentralisation, for it is no longer a case of establishing
in each country a common centre for all intties, but
each will have as a centre the locality where it is most
developed; for example, for France, while the
coalminers would federate aroundBienne, the silk
workers would do so around Lyon, as luxury industries
in Paris.

Once these two groupingave been formed, labour is
organised for the present and the future, by eliminating
wagelabour in the following manner. By the uniform
reduction in working hours in the same profession, the
distribution of work is achieved fairly and the
competition beween workers is destroyed. This
process, as well as the limitation of the number of
apprentices, which is the result of free and rational
statistics applied to all professions, distributes workers
in all industries, prevents accumulation in one and
shortags in another and makes the right to work a
reality.

The grouping of different trade unionsofporation$

by town and by country creates another benefit: each
trade striking in its turn, and being supported by the
others, continues its struggle untiléaches the
common level and the equalisation of wages is a
precursor to the equivalence of functions.

Moreover, this type of grouping forms the commune of
the future just as the other type forms the worker
representation of the future. Government is resalamy
the councils of the assembled trades unions, and by a
committee of their respective delegates, regulating the
labour relations that will replace politics.

To conclude and since the groupingtbyn and
country already exists in part, ypeopose the following
resolution:

The Congress is of the opinion that all workers must
actively strive to create resistance societies in different
trades.

As these societies form, it invites sections, federal
groups or central councils to notify societedghe same
profession in order to produce the formation of an
international association of trades.

These federations will be responsible for gathering all
information of interest to their respective industries,
managing joint activity, regulating strikasd actively
working for their success, until such time as wage
labour is replaced by the federation of free producers.

The Congress also invites the General Council to act as
an intermediary for the federation of resistanaaeties
of all lands.

Discussion on Resistance Societies

Basle Congres$-12 September 1869
Gabriel Mollin,Rapportsurle4eCongs de | 6 Associati on i nt e’ rBae(Suisse)aal e
mois de septembre 18@Raris: Armand le Bevalier, 1870).

Saturday, 11 September iResi stance Societies h
The first item is the discussion of prqcticgl application of the prir_lciple .Of
Resistance Societies. soll_dgrlty between worker:;. It is again to

their influence that emancipation must be

M. Pindy reads the report of the achieved through the takeover of tools,
Commission. He says that the the abolition of bosses, the organisation
purpose of resistan@mcieties is to of credit and exchange, and the
prepare for the future and secure the transformation of the social order, by
present; that the grouping of the substituting the federation of every
resistance societies will form the individual, of every group, of every
commune of the future, and that industry, for the conflict binterest which
Government will eventually be the current state of:

replaced by councils of trades union:
[corps de métiels

M. Pindy quogs the following
passage from the report of the Socie
of BronzeSmiths of Paris:

Jean Louis Pin

He then reads the conclusions of the
Commission.

The Commission proposes that the
Congress adopt the following
conclusions:

\”.

dy

(1840-1917)
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iThe Congress is of t hHeregretstmtwe havd sheatttoo mdch timavaniséuesr s
must actively strive to create resisce that cannot be put into practice whereas we should be
societies in different trades. dealing with resistance societies.

AfAs these societies f av Durandiwbuldilike usinot o slealswvithgeneralites, ,

federal groups or central councils to notify
societies of the same profession in order to
produce the formation of an international
association of trades.

nor with thefuture, but with the present, with current
practice. The purpose of the Association to achieve
demands by strikes. So far the associations have done
nothing; the most noticeable result is that instead of a
single boss, the worker has five or six. He wdike to

see ceoperative societies enter the resistance societies.
He added that nevertheless these societies resulted in
teaching men to know each other, and that they could in
the future have a great political influence.

i Thes e nswillbe responsilde for
gathering all information of interest to their
respective industries, managing joint activity,
regulating strikes and actively working for their
success, until such time as wegbour is
replaced by the federation of free prods MM. Tolain, Tartaret, Greulich, pplegarth, Brismé
1The Congress also invPdABRe PRLTE RSO Al e
to act as an intermediary for the federation of . L P
resistance societies 0r¢;&stgchsoc,et§%ds' 0

The hour being late, it was decided to end although a
certain number of speakers had their names listed. The
conclsions of the Commission were passed

M. Chemalé considers resistance societies as a
transitory institution, with the object of fighting against
the centralisation of capital, and having no reason to

exist when the conditions of labour are

unanimously.

different.

M. Caporusso complains about the rece
introduction of industrialism in Italy,
which has resulted in the increase [in the
price] of necessities, without any increas
in wages. He protests against the
undertaking of work by the State; he
refersto the tobacco manufacturers and
ship-builders, which are conducted
militarily and are still forced to suffer a
reduction in their wages. He called the
attention of the International Associationj
to the situation of the Italian proletarians

M. Hins regretghat M. Chemalé had not
grasped the role that resistance societie
had to play when he said that they woulg
one day disappear. Regardless of wage
settlements, they must prepare the futur
reorganisation. It is by them that it will bg
done. If we do not aipy ourselves with
current politics, we will take care of that
of the future; consequently we will
develop the government of labour, we
will destroy the old politics and
parliament. These are the relationships q
the workers which must replace the
relationships of the State.

H. Flahaut is in favour of a universal
federation amongst workers, but he
believes that it must aim at claiming not

Another ex -member of the Paris Commune who was
with us was Pindy, a carpenter from the north of
France, an adopted ch ild of Paris. He became
widely known at Paris, during a strike supported by
the International, for his vigour and bright
intelligence, and was elected a member of the
Commune, which nominated him commander of the
Tuileries palace. When the Versailles troop S
entered Paris, shooting their prisoners by the
hundred, three men, at least, were shot in different
parts of the town, having been mistaken for Pindy.
After the fight, however, he was concealed by a
brave girl, a seamstress, who saved him by her
calmness when the house was searched by the
troops, and who afterward became his wife. Only
twelve months later they succeeded in leaving
Paris unnoticed, and came to Switzerland. Here
Pindy learned assaying, at which he became skilful;
spending his days by the si de of hisred -hot stove,
and at night devoting himself passionately to
propaganda work, in which he admirably combined
the passion of a revolutionist with the good sense
and organizing powers characteristic of the

Parisian worker.
¢ Peter KropotkinMemaoirs of a Revolutionist

only social rights but also political rights.
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Articles, Manifestos and Letters

The Present Institutions of the International In

Relation to the Future
César De Paepe

Ldnternationale: organe des Sections belges d&skociation internationale des travailleyuiebruary
1869

Thel nt ernati onal v future as well as the present.
Associatiorbears social - Grouping around it the workers of
regeneration within itself. the same trade, teaching them their
interests, calculatgnthe selling price
and cost price for basing their
demands on, the resistance society is
destined to organise labour in the
future, much more than the
productive society, which, at the
moment, is difficult to extend.

When the time comes, when the
workels have agreed to demand the
liquidation of the present society,
which perpetually bankrupts them,
nothing will be easier than to
transform resistance societies into
co-operative workshops.

There are many who agree that i
the Association should realise its
programme, it will have indeed
established the reign of justice,
but who believe that certain
current institutions of the
International are only temporary
and are destined to disappear. \
want to show that the
Internationalalready offers the
model of the society to come, an
that its various institutions, with
appropriate modifications, will
form the future social order.
! Theco-operative consumer societjes
| which are established in theajority
. of sections, are destined one day to
-1890) replace current commerce, full of
frauds and traps, they will transform
themselves into communal bazaars, where the various
Thesectionis the model for the commune. There the products will be displayed with an accurate indication
workers of all trades are gathered without distinction.  of the deed of saleekpédition§ without any further
The matters that concern all workers, whatever their surcharge than the payment of expenses.
profession, must be dealt withetre.

Let us examine the current
structure of the association,
taking its most complete César De Paepe (1841
examples, for a greaumber of

sections have not yet reached a perfect organisation.

The mutual assistance and insurance fumdi take a

At the head of the section is Administrative wider development and become universal insurance
Committeewhich is charged with carrying out the societies. lllnesses, disabilities, old age, widowhood, all
measures decreed by the section. Instead of these present sources of pdyewill be eliminated. No
commanding like present administrations, it obeys its  more charity offices, [no more] public assistance
citizens. dishonour; no more hospitals where we are admitted by

charity. All the care that we receive will have been paid

TheF I il f th I f )
eFederal Councils composed of the delatgs o for; there will be no more doctors of the pédor.

different worker groups; to it [are given] issues of
relations between different trades, of the organisation of Ignorance, anothesource of poverty, will disappear in
labour. This is a gap in our present governments, which the face of the education given by every section. It is
only represent a confused morass of individuals instead not a question of that instruction which even our

of representing groupsiiited] by interests. doctrinaires loudly demand. We want to make men, and
one is only a complete man when one is a worker and

The different societies gathered in the Federal Council i
g scholarat the same time; also all the workers gathered

areresistance societiedhese societies belong to the

A r ef er enc e-operatives oreateckwitlsind ¢ o International and rejected by revolutionary collectivists like
capitalism, viewed as a keyeans of reforming capitalism Bakunin. Black Flag
away by the more orthodox mutualists within the 2 A reference to doctors who took up work with charitable
institutions. Black Flag
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at the Congress of Brussels last September demanded
integral educatiorwhich includes science and learning
of trades! As this education cannot be provided at
present, due to material impediments, the sasti
compensate as best they can by organising meetings,
conferences, founding newspapers, where workers are
taught the rights of man, where they learn to claim
them, where finally we assemble the materials for the
edifice of the future society.

The problenof theorganisation of justicés already
resolved within the International. Thlefence funds

fulfil this purpose. They have their current aspect, in
this respect, that having examined the case, the Defenc
Committee decides when a worker complains of an
injustice committed by his boss whether it will be
upheld in court. But this institution also looks to the
future, in that it decides disputes between members by
means of a jury chosen by election and renewable at
very short notice. In the future, no maettifoggers,
judges, prosecutors, lawyers. The same law for all, and
justice based, no longer on this or that, more or less
muddled, text about which we quarrel, but on reason
and rectitude.

The various sections are connected in their turn in the
federation, by regions, then by country. These
federations include not only a grouping by sections, but
also by trades, as therefis communes. Thus the
relations between the different groups will be
facilitated, thus labour can be organised, not only within
the communes, but within the entire country.

We now believe that we have shown that the International con

Vast institutions otreditwill be like the veins and
arteries of this organisati. Credit will no longer be
what it is today, an instrument of death, for it will be
based on equal exchange: it will &redit at costprice.

If the International has not yet been able, in its current
state, to establish an institution of this kind eststt it

has already discussed its principles and statutes at the
Congresses of Lausanne and Brussels. At the latter
Congressa plan for a bank of exchanges presented
by the Brussels section.

Finally, the relations between different countries are
securé by an international General Council. Such will
%e future diplomacy: no more embassy attachés, no
more dashing secretaries of legatjoro more
diplomats, protocols, wars.

A central office of correspondence, information and
statistics is all that isecessary to connect nations
united by a fraternal bond.

We now believe that we have shown that the
International contains within itself the seeds of all the
institutions of the future. In every commune let a
section of the International be established] e new
society will be formed and the old will collapse with a
breath. Thus, when a wound heals, we see a scab form
above while the flesh slowly regrows below. One fine
day, the scab falls off, and the flesh appears fresh and
ruddy.

tains within itself

the seeds of all the institutions of the future

Organisation and Ge

neral Strike

Michael Bakunin
Egalitg 3 April 1869

Workers, keep your utmost calm. If your sufferings are
great, be heroic and know how to bear them still;
attentively readvhat the newspapéré | nt er nat
tells the workers of the Charleroi basin, all of which we
too should learn.

Listen, then, to the wise advice our Belgian brothers
give us:

iMay our Swiss brother
longer! Like us they are obliged tvait until

the signal of the social collapse comes from a
large country, either England, France, or
Germany. In the meantime, let us continue to

! Thisidea was raised by Proudhon and advocated by
Bakunin, the latter publishing a series of articles on it in
L6£gadée GicAuNd Ed uThaBasioBakinini n
(Black Flag

gather all the forces of the proletariat, let us

help ourselves as much as we can amidst the ills
i 0 n athatthe pesent state subjects us to, and above

all study the solution of the great economic

problems which will arise before us on the day

following victory, seek how we can best

proceed with the liquidation of the old society

and the establishment
Bsengi E%E ' eBte {38{ i gn}Nh' lﬁ{ehe
the meantime, close your ranks and strengthen your
organisation.

2 A legation was a diplomatic representative office of lower
rank than an enmdssy. In the 1 century, most diplomatic
missions were legations but this gradually fell from favour as
the embassy became the standard form of diplomatic mission.
(Editor)
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* ok % When stikes spread, they

The news concerning the When strikes spread, gradually connect, they are very
close to turning into a general
European labour movement they gradually strike; and with the ideas of

can be summed up in one

word: strikes. In Belgium the connect, they are
typographers strike in several

emancipation that now prevail in
the proletariat, a general strike can

cities, the spinners strike in very close to turning or;]l_y Lead t?da great catgctlys\rrv
Ghent, the upholsterers strike . which wourd renew society. e

in Brussels; in England the I nt o a g ener a arenotyethere nodoubt, but
imminent s,trike in the . everything leads us there. Only, the
manufacturing districts; in a general strike can Ipeoplebmudst be ree(ljd%/, it ﬁin no .

. . T onger be distracted by talkers an
zrllrj;‘:"sa itrTcleD:trrilsk?hgf;r:stzel?ecr Only leadt oa great dreamers, as in 48, and_for this it
painters strike; in Switzerland cataclysm which rrlustnpesérongly and seriously
the strikes in Basle and . organised.

Geneva. would renew society. But donét the stri

other scarapidly that the fear is that
the cataclysm will arrive before the proletariat is
sufficiently organised? We think not, first because
strikes already indicate a certain collective strength, a
certain agreement amongst the workers; next, each
strike becomethe point of departure for new groups.
The necessities of the struggle impel workers to support
each other across borders and across trades; the more
active the struggle becomes, therefore, the more this
federation of proletarians has to expand and stineng
And then narrowminded economists accuse this
federation of workers, represented by the International
[ Wor kers6] Association, of
creating anarchy! This is quite simply taking effect for
cause: it is not the International tha¢ates the war
between the exploiter and the exploited, rather it is the
necessity of this war that has created the International.

Programme of the
International Alliance of Socialist Democracy

As we advance, strikes

multiply. What does this mean? Thhe struggle

between labour and capital is more and more on the
rise, that economic anarchy becomes deeper every day,
and that we are advancing with huge steps toward the
inevitable result of this anarchy: Social Revolution.
Certainly, the emancipatiorf the proletariat could be
accomplished without shocks, if the bourgeoisie wanted
to hold its night of # of August, renouncing its

privileges, the rights of capital to increase at the
expense of labour; but bourgeois egoism and blindness
are so ingrainethat you must still be an optimist to

hope to see the solution of the social problem by a
common understanding between the privileged and the
disinherited; so instead the new social order will emerge
from the very excesses of the current anarchy.

17 April 1869
1. TheAlliancedeclares itself atheist; it wants the order to achieve this goal, it first and foremost demands
abolition of religions, the substitution of science for the abolition of the right of inheritanéeso that in future
faith and human justice for divine justice. enjoyment is equal to the production of each, and that,
2. It wants above all the definitive and complete in confoimity W'th the decision taken at thg last
workersbé6 Congress in Bruss

abolition of classes and the politicatomomic, and

social equalisation of individuals of both sexes, and in  f 'abour. like all other capital, becoming the collective

property of the entire society, can only be used by

This sentence originally reb®Mdno6d!| Aswaoiatbbove HéEladded:
political, economic, andocial equalisation of classes and context in which that phrase
individuals of both sexes, commencing with abolition of the it seems to be a merdpsbf the pen, and the General Council
right of inheritanceodo. Thi s feelseonfigeatthatysu witl he@nxious ® teindve fom yoBra k |
sending the Alliance pr ogr anpnograntan expréssion hich efferssadh a dangarbud s
General Council seeking affiliation. Marx pEnded by mi s under sMamx-BngélsrCgllected Workl: 46)
noting its fAequalisation of TbdAdianseslsangedits Rragmremefandisucatgsfal | y
interp 0 woul d mean fih araffilated; This fid notastpp Mark dnd sulbsequentaviargisisr 6
Aper si l'y preached by t hidronbquatingghe arigiral senterce (aut af contextdronf tloer
Anot t gically i mpossi blrestobtieepgdnme) toattack Bakunin asdittlearore than & ,
hisorically necessary, super s ébdral.rBipckdlagpol i ti on of <c¢cl assesbo
which Aforms the great aim of the International Working
25
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workers, that is to say by agricultural andusttial
associations.

3. It wants for all children of both sexes, from birth
onwards, equality of the means of development, that is
to say, maintenance, education and training at all levels
of science, industry and the arts, convinced that this
equality, afirst only economic and social, will result in
bringing ever increasing natural equality of individuals,
by eliminating all artificial inequalities, historical
products of a social organisation as false as it is
iniquitous.

4. Enemy of all despotism, regnising no other

political form than the republican form, and completely
rejecting any reactionary alliance, it also rejects any
political action which does not have as its immediate

and direct aim the triumph of the cause of the workers
against capital.

5. It recognises that all existing political and
authoritarian states, increasingly reduced to the mere
administrative functions of public services in their
respective countries, will have to disappear into the
universal union of free associations, both@agtural

and industrial.

6. As the social question can only find its definitive and
real solution on the basis of the international or
universal solidarity of the workers of all countries, the
Alliancerejects any policy based on-salled patriotism
andon rivalry between nations.

7. It wants the Universal Association of all local
associations through Liberty.

Policy of the International

Michael Bakunin
L 6 £ g,aAlgust 1869

iwWe have belie
saysLa Montagne it hat
political and religious opinions
were independent of
membership of the
International; and, as for us, it i¢
on this terrain that we place
ourselves. 0

You might believe, at first
glance, that Mr. Coullery is
right. For, indeed, when
accepting a new member into it
midst, the International does no
ask him whether he is religious |
or an atheist, whether he
belongs to suclandsuch

political party or if he belongs tc
none. It simply askhim: Are

you a worker, or, if you are not,
do you feel the need and do you
feel the strength to frankly, fully embrace the cause of
the workers, to identify with it to the exclusion of all
other causes that may be opposed to it?

Michael

Do you realise that the workers, who produce all of the
worl dés wealth, who are
who have conquered all Ilbertles for the bourgeoisie, are?
today condemned to poverty, ignorance and slavery? D
you understand that the pripeil cause of all the evils

that the worker endures is poverty, and that this poverty,
which is the lot of all the workers in the world, is a
necessary consequence of the current economic
organisation of society, and particularly the subjugation

Bakunin (1814

of labour,that is to say of the
proletariat, under the yoke of
capital, that is to say to the
bourgeoisie?

Do you understand that there is an
irreconcilable antagonism
between the proletariat and the
bourgeoisie, because it is the
necessary consequence of their
resgective positions? That the
prosperity of the bourgeois class
is incompatible with the well
being and freedom of the workers,
because this exclusive prosperity
is and can be founded only upon
the exploitation and subjugation
of their labour, and that, foh¢
same reason, the prosperity and
human dignity of the working
masses absolutely requires the
abolition of the bourgeoisie as a
separate class? That consequently
the war between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie is
inevitable and can only end with thegtruction of the
latter?

0_you understgn a no rker however intelli
R energe c%lgar:%f h%alon\ggagamst tHerTgﬂanls

ower of the bourgeoisie, a power principally
represented and supported by the organisation of the
State, of every Sta? That in order to become strong
you must associate not with the bourgeois, which would
be a stupidity or a crime on your part because all the
bourgeois as bourgeois are our irreconcilable enemies,
nor with treacherous workers who would be cowardly
enoud to go beg for the smiles and benevolence of the
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bourgeois, but with honest and energetic workers who and all bairgeois political parties, including the most
frankly want what you want? red, has spread a host of false ideas amongst the
working masses, and that these blind masses are

coalition of all the privileged classes, all the capitalist unfortunately still too often enthralled by lies, Wh'Ch.
proprietors andll the States in the world, an isolated have no'other purpose than to make the”.‘ voluntarily
wor kersodé association, | oc %npstugldrly SHE toithoe_geérlmc?nt Ofatr\]/e'é Mone
belonging to one of the largest countries of Europe, can interests, those of the privileged'classes.

never triumph, and that to stand up to this coalition and Besides, there still exists too great a difference in the

Do you understand that, in view of the formidable

obtain that victory, nothing less than the unidrall degrees of industrial, political, intellectual and moral

| ocal and national wor ker debelopners of the veotkingonmasses inmliffecenta s i n
universal association is needed, it needs the great courtries for it to be possible for them to unite today
International Association of the Workeskall under one and the same political and-agligious

countrie® programme. To pose such a programme as that to the

International, to make it an absolute condition for entry
into that Association, would be to try toganise a sect,
not a global association, it would kill the International.

If you feel, if you understand and if you truly want all
this, come to us, whatevgour political and religious
beliefs. But for us to accept you, you must promise us:
1) to henceforth subordinate your personal interests,  There was yet another reason for eliminating at first, in
even those of your family, as well as your political and appearance at leasind only in appearanceill political
religious convictions and expressions, to the supreme tendencies from the programme of the International.
interest of our association: the struggle of labour against
capital, of the workers against the bourgeoisie on the
economic terrain; 2) never compromise with the
bourgeoisie for personal gain; 3) to never seek to raise
yourself individually, only for yourselabove the

working mass, which would immediately make you a
bourgeois, an enemy and exploiter of the proletariat; as
all the difference between the bourgeois and the worker
is this, that the first always seeks his good outside the
collectivity, and the secwl only seeks it and intends to
conquer it only in solidarity with all those who work

and who are exploited by bourgeois capital; 4) you will
always remain faithful to worker solidarity, for the
slightest betrayal of that solidarity is considered by the
International as the greatest crime and the greatest
infamy that a worker can commit. In short, you must
frankly, fully accept our general statutes, and you will
make a solemn commitment to henceforth abide by
them in your actions and your life.

Up until now since the beginning of history, there has
not yet been a politics of the people, and by this word
we mean the lower classes, therker rabblewho feed
the world with their labour; there was only the politics
of the privileged classes; these classes haed the
muscular power of the people to depose one another,
and to put themselves in the place of others. The people
for its part has never sided with one against the others
except in the vague hope that at least one of these
political revolutions, of with none could have been
made without it but none was made for it, would bring
some relief to its ageld poverty and slavery. It has
always been deceived. Even the great French
Revolution betrayed it. It killed the aristocratic nobility
and put the bourgesie in its place. The people are no
longer called slaves or serfs, they are proclaimed
freeborn by law, but in fact their slavery and poverty
remain the same.

And they will always remain the same as long as the

[ Workersd] Association acgogulrmv\?lss?ﬁ:ontinuevtoserveasalrljrenen forwi s d
; ST i . . ouré%ois politics, whethér fhat Efoliti(g;s iscdlied
by first eliminating all political and religious questions

from the programme of this association. Doubtless, the conservative, liberal, progressive, radical, and even
. prog : . S Y \when it gives itself the most revolutionary appearance
did not themselves lack either political opiniomssery

pronounced antieligious opinions; but they refrained in the world. For every bourgeois politics, whatever its

from expressing them in this programme, because their colour anql name, can haaébot‘;om_only one ainthe .
principal aim was above all to unite the V\,/orking masses preservation of bourgeois domination, qnd bourgeois
o . . domination is the slavery of the proletariat
of the civilised world in a common action. They
necessarily had to seek a commornigasseries of What then was the International to do? It first had to
simple principles on which all workers, whatever their ~ separate the working masses from all bourgeois politics,
political and religious aberrations, are and should be in it had to elimina¢ from its programme all bourgeois
agreement, provided they are serious workers, that is to political programmes. But, at the time of its founding,
say harshly exploited and suffering men. there was no other politics in the world than that of the
Church or the monarchy, or of the aristocracy, or the
bourgeoisie; the last, especially that of the radical
bourgeoisie, was undeniably more liberal and more
humane than the others, but all equally based on the
exploitation of the working masses and having in reality

We think tha the founders of the International

If they had raised the flag a political or antireligious
system, far from uniting the workers of Europe they
would have divided them still further; because, the
ignorance of the workers assisting, the-selfving and
utmost corrupting propaganda of priests, governments
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no other aim than to quarrel over the monopolisation of doctrines that governments, in concert with all the

this exploitation. The Internationalgtefore had to

begin by clearing the ground, and
as all politics, from the point of
view of the emancipation of
labour, was then tainted with
reactionary elements, it first had
to reject from its midst of all
known political system, in order
to be able taaise, on these ruins
of the bourgeois world, the true
politics of the workers, the policy
of the I nternat
Association.

privileged castes, priests, nobility, bourgeej dispense

to them with both hands, and you
will scare them; they may snub
you, without suspecting that all
these ideas are nothing but the
most faithful expression of their
own interests, that these goals
carry within them the realisation
of their mostcherished wishes;
and that, on the contrary, the
religious and political prejudices
in whose name they may reject
them, are the direct cause of the
prolongation of their slavery and

their poverty.
The founders of the Internationa
Wor ker sd6 Associ
much wisdom by refraining from
making political and
philosophical principles the basit
of this association, and giving it
at first as its sole basis the
exclusively economic struggle of
labour against capital, that they
were certain that from the
moment that a worker put his Congress 1869
foot on this terrain, from the

moment that, taking confidence both in his right and in
his numerical strength, he engages with his fellow
workers in a united struggle against bourgeois
exploitation, he will necessarily be brought, by the very
force of things and by the development a$§ tstruggle,

to soon recognise all the political, socialist and
philosophical principles of the International, principles A general rule: You can only convert those who feel the
that are, after all, nothing but the true exposition of its  need to be, only those who already carry in their

starting point, of its purpose. instincts or in the miseries of their positiovhether

external or internal, all that you want to give them; you
will never convert those who do not feel the need of any
change, even those who, while desiring to escape from a
position which they are disgruntled with, are driven by
the nature of theimoral, intellectual and social habits to
seek it in a world that is not of your ideas.

It is necessary to distinguish
clearly between the prejudices of
the popular masses and those of
the privileged class. The
prejudices of the masses, as we
have just said, are based only on
their ignorance and are entirely
contrary to their interests, while
Bakunin speaking at the Basel thoseof the bourgeoisie are
based precisely on the interests
of that class, and are only
maintained, against the
dissolving action of bourgeois science itself, thanks to
the collective selfishness of the bourgeoisie. The people
want, but they do not know; thmurgeoisie know, but
they do not want. Which of the two is incurable? The
bourgeoisie, without a doubt.

We have outlined these principles in oecent issues.
From a political and social point of view, they have as a
necessary consequence the abolition of classes, and
consequently that of the bourgeoisie, which is the
dominant class today; the abolition of all territorial
States, that of all paical homelands, and, on their
downfall, the establishment of the great international Convert to socialism, | ask you, a nobleman who covets
federation of all productive groups, national and local. wealth, a bourgeois who would like to become a noble,
From the philosophical point of view, as they tend to or even a worker who strains with all the strength of his
nothing less than the realisation of the human ideal, of soul to become a bourgeois! Convert even a real or
human happiness, equality, justice and liberty on earth, imaginary aristocrat of the intellect, a scholar, a-half
that because they tend to render completely useless all scholar, a fourth, tenth, or hundredth part of a scholar
the celestial complements and all hopes of a [heavenly] who, full of scientific ostentation, and often because
better world, they will likewise result in the abolition of  they have only had the good fortuloehave somehow
cults and all religious systes. understood, after a fashion, a few books, are full of
arrogant contempt for the illiterate masses and imagine
that they are called to form between themselves a hew
dominant, that is to say exploiting, caste.

To begin by declaring these two goals to ignorant
workers, crushed by labour every day and demoralised,
imprisoned so to speak, knowingly by the perverse

1See, for example, fALaThMont a BremethusBooksr1994)Roheit M.utlgr (trans. and ed.).
Basic Bakunin: Writings 1862871 (Buffalo, N.Y.: (Black Flag
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No reasoning or propaganda vélter be able to convert  being and intellectual development, based on justice,

these wretches. There is only one way to convince that is to say on equality and liberty faich and all in
them: it is the deed, the destruction of the very labouri this instinctive ideal of each who lives only by
possibility of privileged circumstances, of all their own labour, can obviously not be realised in the
domination and all exploitation; it is the social present political and social world, which is based on the
revolution, which, by sweeping awall that creates cynical exploitation of the labour of the working
inequality in the world, will moralise them by forcing masses. Thereforeyery serious worker is necessarily a
them to seek their happiness in equality and in socialist revolutionary, since his emancipation can only
solidarity. take place by the overthrow of all that now exists.

The situation is different with . .E'.thef this organisation of
serious workers. By serious So there remains to injustice, with its whole array
workers we mean those who are . of_w_nqwtogs IE’.IWS. and

really crushed by the weight of [the WOI‘kIng class] privileged institutionsmust

. perish, or the working masses
onIy a smgle path, will remain condemned to an
eternal slavery.

work; all those whose position is s
precarious and so miserable that

none, except in quite extraordinary that of/ts

circumstances, can think of ) ] Here is the socialist thought
conquering just fohimself and emanC/pa[/O/‘) [hl‘ough whose seeds will be found in
only for himself, in the present ) the instinct of every serious
economic conditions and social practice . What can worker. The aim then is to

environment, a better position; to render him fully conscious of

become in their turn, for example, and sho uld that what he wants, to nurture in
boss or a State_CounciI_Ior. Withou practice be? him.a _'[hOl_Jght that corresponds
doubt, we also include in this to his instinct, for as soon as
category the rare drgenerous There is on|y one. It the thought of the working
workers who, while having the ) masses has risen to the height
opportunity to rise individually is that of the struggle of their instinct, their will
above the working class, do not ) becomes resolute and their
want to benefit by this, preferring of the workers in power becomes irresistible.
g;g:&rﬁg Z(;/Theetgrc])irsgtgloisie, i solidarity against the Yet what prevents the speedier
solidarity with their comrades in i development of tisi salutary

y es in bosses. It is trades thought within the working
poverty, tharbecome exploiters in ) ) ) masses? Their ignorance
their turn. These do not need_ tq be — unions, organ/saz‘/on without doubt, and to a gr’eat
converted; they are pure socialistg and the federation of extent the political and
We speak of the great mass of religious prejudices by which
workers who, exhausted by their resj/stance funads . the interested classes are still
daily labour, are ignorant and striving today to obfuscate
miserable. These, whatever the their conscience and their
political and religious prejudices thiey [the ruling natural intelligenceHow to dispel this ignorance, how
class] have tried and even in part succeeded to to destroy these harmful prejudicésBy education and
encourage in their conscienceseialistwithout propaganda?

knowing it it is deep in their instinct, and by the very
force of their position, more seriously, more truly
socialist than all the saitific and bourgeois socialists
combined. They are so by all the conditions of their
material existence, by all the needs of their being,
whereas these others are only so by the needs of their
thought; and, in real life, the needs of the being always
exerta much stronger power than those of thought,
thought being here, as it is everywhere and always, the
expression of being, the reflection of its successive
developments, but never its principle.

These are undoubtedly great and beautiful means. But,

in the present state of the working masses, they are
insufficient. The isolated worker is too chesl by his

work and by his daily worries to have a lot of time to
devote to his education. And, besides, who will make

this propaganda? Will it be the few sincere socialists,
children of the bourgeoisie, who are full of generous
intent, no doubt, but whaafor one thing far too few in
number to give their propaganda all the necessary
breadth, and who, moreover, belonging by their position
to a different world, do not have all the grasp of the

What workers lack is not the reality, the real necessity wor ker s6é6 worl d that is nee
of socialist aspirations, it is only socialist thought. What more or lss legitimate distrust.

every worker demands in the depths of his hieart

fully human existence in the form of material well iThe emancipation of the ‘w

wor kers themselves, 0 says
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statutes. And it is a thousand times right to say it. It is
the principal basis of our great Association. But the
wo r k e ridsisigenerally ignorant, it still entirely
lacks theory. So there remains to it only a single path,
thatof its emancipation through practicé/hat can and
should that practice be?

There is only one. It is that of the struggle of the
workers in solidarityagainst the bosses. Ittrades
unions, organisation and the federation of resistance
funds

Il
If the International at first showed itself indulgent

The worker, thus engaged in the struggle, will
inevitably come to understand the irreconcilable
antagonism that exists between these henchmen of
reaction and his most cherished human interests, and
having reache this point he will not fail to recognise
himself, and bluntly present himself as, a revolutionary
socialist.

It is not so with the bourgeoisie. All their interests are
opposed to the economic transformation of society; and
if their ideas are alsopposed to it, if these ideas are
reactionary, or as they are politely called today,
moderate; [if] their heart and mind reject this great act
of justice and emancipation that we call the social

toward the subversive and reactionary ideas, whether in revolution; if they have a horror of real social equality,

politics or religion, that workers may have wheining

it, it was not at all out of indifference for these ideas. It
cannot be accused of indifference since it detests them
and rejects them with all the strength of its being, every
reactionary idea being the overturning of the very
principle of the hternational, as we have already shown
in our previous articles.

This indulgence, we repeat again, is inspired by a high
wisdom. Knowing full well that every serious worker is

a socialist by all the necessities inherent in his miserable

position, and thatny reactionary ideas he has are only
the effect of his ignorance, it counts on the collective
experience that he cannot fail to acquire in the midst of
the International, and above all on the development of
the collective struggle of the workers agaiih& bosses,
to deliver him [from them].

And indeed, from the moment that a worker, taking
faith in the possibility of a future radical transformation
of the economic situation, combines with his comrades,
begins to struggle seriously for the reduction &f hi
hours of labour and the increase of his wages; from the
moment that he begins to take an active interest in this
entirely material struggle, we can be certain that he will

that is to say of simultaneous political, social and
economic equality; if, in the depths of their souls, they
want to keep for themselves, for their class or for their
children, a single privilege, is only of understanding, as
many bourgeois socialists daday; if they do not

detest, not only with all the logic of their mind, but also
with all the power of their passion, the present order of
things, then we can be certain that they will remain all
their life reactionaries, enemies of the cause of the
workers. We must keep them far from the International.

They must be kept far from it, for they would only enter
it to demoralise it and divert it from its path. There is,
moreover, an infallible sign by which the workers can
recognise whether a bourgeois, whksa® be admitted
into their ranks, comes to them frankly, without the
shadow of hypocrisy and without the least subversive
ulterior motive. That sign is the relationships that he
preserves with the bourgeois world.

The antagonism that exists between tloelgvof the
worker and the bourgeois world takes on a more and
more pronounced character. Every man who thinks
seriously and whose feelings and imagination are not
altered by the often unconscious influence of-self

soon abandon all his heavenly preoccupations, and that interested sophisms must understand tibady no

becoming accustomed to redyer more on the
collective strength of the workers, he will willingly

reconciliation is possible between them. The workers
want equality, and the bourgeois want to maintain

renounce help from heaven. Socialism takes the place oinequality. Obviously one destroys the other. Also the

religion in his mind.

It will be the same with his reactionary politics. It will
lose its principal support as the consciencihe

worker is freed from religious oppression. On the other
hand, the economic struggle, by developing and
extending ever wider, will make him increasingly know,

vast majority of the capitalist and landlord bourgeois,
those who have the courage to @dnhat they want,

they likewise express with the same frankness the
horror that the current movement of the working class
inspires in them. They are enemies as resolute as they
are sincere, we know them, and that is good.

in a practical manner and by a collective experience thatBut there is another categorylmfurgeois who have

is necessarily always more insttive and broader than
isolated experience, his true enemies, which are the

privileged classes, including the clergy, the bourgeoisie,

the nobility and the State; this last only existing to
safeguard all the privileges of these classes, and
inevitably alway taking their side against the
proletariat.

neither the same candour nor the same courage.
Enemies of social liquidation, which we call, with all

the power of our souls, a great act of justice, as the
necessary starting point and indispensable basis of an
egalitarian and rationarganisation of society, they
want, like all other bourgeois, to preserve economic
inequality, that eternal source of all the other
inequalities; and at the same time they pretend to want,
like us, the complete emancipation of the worker and of
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work. Theyuphold against us, with a passion worthy of
the most reactionary bourgeois, the very cause of
proletariatés sl avery, th
or capitalist property, represented today by two different
classes; and they nonetheless pose as tistlap of the
deliverance of the working class from the yoke of
property and capital!

Are they mistaken or do they deceive? Some are
mistaken in good faith, many deceive; the greater
number are mistaken and deceive at the same time.
They all belong to thatategory of bourgeois radicals
and bourgeois socialists who founded lteague of
Peace and Freedom

Is this League socialist? At its founding and during the
first year of its existence, as we have already had
occasion to tell, it rejected socialism with horror. Last
year, at its Congress in Berne, it triumphantly rejected
the principle of economiequality.Today, feeling itself
dying and wishing to live a little longer, and finally
understanding that no political

persecutions of December, have since become martyrs
of liberty.

§o, tﬁe?e'?sah('; Q%Jbt' thoatr}he 8nftire Aoﬁrgbe&sl'r'e,r

including the radical bourgeoisie, was itself the creator
of the caesarean and military despotism whose effects it
deplores today. Aér having served them against the
proletariat, they now want to be free of it. Nothing is
more natural; this regime humiliates and ruins them.
But how can they be delivered from it? Formerly, they
were brave and powerful, they had the power for
conquestsToday they are cowardly and feeble, they are
afflicted with the impotence of the old. They recognise
only too well their weakness, and sense that they alone
can do nothing. So they must have help. This help can
only be the proletariat; so they must wireothe
proletariat.

and

But how to win them over? By promises of freedom and

political equality? These are words that no longer move

workers. They have learned at their cost, they
understand by hard experience,

existence is henceforth possible
without the social question, it
calls itself socialist, it has
become bourgeois socialist:
which meanghat it wants to
solve all social questions on the
basis of economic inequality. It
wants, it must preserve interest
on capital and rent on land, and
professes to emancipate the
workers with these. It strives to
give a body to nonsense.

Why does it ddhis? What is it
that makes it undertake a work 3
incongruous as [it is] sterile? It ig
not difficult to understand.

A great part of the bourgeoisie iy  transformatio

tired of the reign oCaesarism
andmilitarismthat it itself
established in 1848, for fear of
the proktariat. Just recall the
June days, precursors of the
December days; recall that
National Assembly which, after
the June days, cursed and
insulted, unanimous bar one

transformation

transfo

This is an infallible
sign by which
workers can
recognise a false
socialist, a bourgeois
socialist: if, when
speaking to them of
revolution or, if you
like, of social

tells them that
political

precede economic
rmation

that these words mean nothing
for them but the matenance of
their economic slavery, often
even harder than before. So if
you want to touch the hearts of
these miserable millions of
slaves to labour, speak to them of
their economic emancipation.
There is no longer a worker who
does not know now that this

for him the only serious and real
basis for all the other
emancipations. So it is necessary
to speak to them about economic
reforms for society.

Well, said the members of the
League for Peace and Freedom,
let us speak of it, let us say we
are socialits too. Let us promise
them some economic and social
reforms, on the condition though
that they take care to respect the
basis of civilisation and
bourgeois omnipotence:
individual and hereditary
property, interest on capital and
rent on land. Let us perade

n, he

must

voice, the illustrious and we can
say heroic socialist Proudhon who alone had the
courageo hurl the challenge of socialism at this rabid
herd of bourgeois conservatives, liberals and radicals.
And we must not forget that amongst those insulting
Proudhon a number of citizens still living, and today
more militant than ever, and who, baptissdhe

! Extracts from this famous speecin which he proclaimed
AWhen | urenewhsydudndwe & was seevident
that at that point | was identifyingyselfwith the proletariat

them that under these conditions
alone, which moreover assure us domination and the
workers slavery, can the worker be emancipated.

Let us even persuade them that, to realise all these
social reforms, we must first make a good political
revolution, exlusively political, as red as they please

and identifyingyouwi t h t he cl

in Property is Theft(Black Flag

b ¢ are igatuded s
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from the political point of view, with a great chopping

reforms or revolution mugtrecedeeconomic reforms

of heads if that becomes necessary, but with the greatesor revolution; the workers must therefore ally

respect for holy property; a wholly Jacobin revolution,
in a word, that would make us the mastdrthe
situation; and once masters, we could give the

wor kersé what we can and

This is an infallible sign by which workers can
recognise a false socialist, a bourgeois socialist: if,
when speaking to them of revolution or, if you like, of
socil transformation, he tells them that political
transformatiormust precedeconomic transformation;
if he denies that they must both be made at once, or
even [denies] that the political revolution must be
nothing but the immediate and direct putting iatbion
of the full and entire social liquidation; then [let them]
turn their backs on him, for either he is nothing but a
fool, or else a hypocritical exploiter.

\Y

The I nternational Wor ker s
faithful to its principle and to not deatie from the only
path that can lead it to success, must above all guard
itself against the influences of two kinds of bourgeois
socialiststhe partisans of bourgeois politiaacluding
even bourgeois revolutionarieand those dbourgeois
co-operation or sacalledpractical men

Let us first consider the formér.

Economic emancipation, as we said in our previous
issue, is the basis of all other emancipations. We have
summarised by those words the entire politics of the
International.

Indeed we read in the preamble of our general statutes
the following statement:

fiThat the subjection of labour to capital is the source of
all political, moral and material servitugend that for

this reason the emancipation of the workers is the great
aim  which every political movement must be
subordinated. o

It is well understood that any political movement which
does not have as an immediate and direct objective the
definitive and completeconomic emancipation of the
workers, and which has not inscribewl its flag, in a

very definite and clear manner, the principle of
economic equalitywhich means thhull restitution of
capital to labour or social liquidationi that every such
political movement is bourgeois, and, as such, must be
excluded from theriternational.

Consequently, the politics of the bourgeois democrats or
bourgeois socialists must be ruthlessly excluded, which,

themselves with the more or less radical bourgeois to
first carry out the former with them, afterwards barring
the making of the latter agatrthem.

WQ p%'iest g\fr%nglyfggir}st'this disastrous theory,
which could only result in making the workers serve
once again as an instrument against themselves and
deliver them again to the exploitation of the
bourgeoisie.

To conquer political libertfirst cannot mean anything
other than conqueringfirst by itself, leaving, at least
for the first days, economic and social relationships as
they are, that is to say, [leaving] the landlords and
capitalists with their insolent wealth, and the workers
with their poverty.

But, they say, once this freedom is won, it will serve the
workers as an instrument to later congeguality or

éconAmicsjustce at i on, to remain

Freedom is indeed a magnificent and powerful
instrument. The question is whether the workers will
really be ab# to use it, if it will really be in their
possession, or if, as it has always been hitherto, their
political freedomis only a deceptive visage, a fiction.

Could not a worker to whom you would speak of
political freedom, in his present economic situation,
respond with the refrain of a wedhown song:

Do not speak of liberty.
Poverty is slavery!

And, indeed, you would have to be in love with
illusions to imagine that a worker, in the economic and
social conditions in which he currently finds himself,
can tke full advantage, make real, serious use of his
political liberty. He lacks two things for this: leisure and
material resources.

Besides, have we not seen it in France, the day after the
revolution of 1848, the most radical revolution that can
be desiredrom a political point of view?

The French workers were certainly neither indifferent
nor unintelligent, and, in spite of the widest universal
suffrage, they had to let the bourgeois do as they
pleased. Why? because they lacked the material means
that arenecessary for political freedom to become a
reality, because they remained the slaves of a labour
forced by hunger, while the bourgeois radicals, liberals,
and even conservatives, some republicans the day
before, others converts the day after, came amd, we

b declarin At h arelimioaovl it i consglreq freel some thanks to theh I unearned income
c 3(; ndition f g rec ?n o &iyc e mgr?n ir lucrati ebb(gung 0|spo |t|or1i thers}hanksto
fhd'State Biitiget whith they h%v% natu aIR/ prgserved

understand by these words nothing Iig:tpolitical

1 Bakunin discussed the second issue in a subseqiete ar
inL6E£geaehtt ® edp €@rOat iCon o whi ch

and had even made greater than ever.

included inThe Basic Bakunin: Writings 186871 (Black
Flagls al s o
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We know what happened: first, the June days; latesg,
necessary consequence, the December days.

But, it will be said, workers, becoming wiser by their
very experience, will no longer send bourgeois to
constituent or legislative assemblies, they will send
simple workers. Poor as they are, they will be able to
provide the necessary support for their deputiesydo
know what will be the result of this? The worker

emancipation of the proletariat, he first begins by
breaking all the political and social ties, all the
relationships of interest as well as spirit, of vanity and
heart, with the bourgeoisie. Let him first understand that
no reconciligion is possible between the proletariat and
that class, which, living only on the exploitation of
others, is the natural enemy of the proletariat.

After having turned his back on the bourgeois world for

deputies, transferred into bourgeois surroundings and argood, let him then line up beneath the flag of the

atmosphere of entirely
bourgeois political ideas,
ceasing in fact to be
workers by becoming
Statesmen, will become
bourgeois, and perhaps
even moe bourgeois than

the bourgeois themselves.

For men do not make
situations, on the contrary
it is situations that make
men. And we know by
experience thatourgeois
workersare often no less
selfish than bourgeois
exploiters, nor less dire to
the [Internatonal

Wor ker s6] As
bourgeois socialists, nor
less vain and ridiculous
than ennobled bourgedis.

No matter what they do
and no matter what they
may say, as long as the
worker remains immersed
in his present state, there
will be no freedom podsle
for him, and those who
advise him to win political

liberties without first touching on the burning questions
of socialism, without uttering that phrase that makes the
bourgeois turn palé social liquidationi simply tell

him: First win this freedomadr us, so that later we can

use it against you.

But, it will be said, these radical bourgeois are well
intentioned and sincere. There are no good intentions
and sincerity that stand against the influences of
position, and since we have said that even werkéno

put themselves in this position would inevitably become
bourgeois, with even greater reason the bourgeois who
remain in that position will remain bourgeois.

But , Pt owi || be
will no longer send bourgeois
to constituent or legislative
assemblies, they will send
simple workerseé
know what will be the result
of this? The worker deputies,
transferred into bourgeois
surroundings and an
atmosphere of entirely
bourgeois political ideas,
ceasing in fact to be workers
by becoming Statesmen, will
become bourgeois, and
perhaps even more bourgeois
than the bourgeois
themselves

S

workers, on which are

inscribed these words:
AnJustice, Equal.i
Freedom for all. Abolition of
classes by the economic
equalisation of all. Social

' iquidation. 0 He
welcome.

As for the bourgeois
socialists along with
bourgeois workers who will
come to talk to us of
conciliation between
bourgeois politics and the
socialism of the workers, we
have only one piece of advice
to give to the latter: you must
turn your backs on them.

Since bourgeois socialists

seek to organise todayith
socialism as big, a
formidabl e wor ke
in order to win political

freedom, a liberty that, as we
have just seen, would benefit

only the bourgeoisie; since

the working masses, having
reached an understanding of

their position, enlightened and guided by the @le

of the International, are in fact organising themselves
and begin to form a real power, not [just] national but
international; not to do the business of the bourgeois,
but their own affairs; and since, to realise that ideal of

the bourgeois of a cortgie political freedom with

republication institutions still requires a revolution, and
since no revolution can triumph except by the power of
the people, it is necessary that this power must, ceasing
to pull chestnuts from the fire for the gentlemen ef th
bourgeoisie, henceforth only serve to make the cause of
the people triumph, the cause of all those who labour
against all those who exploit labour.

If a bourgeois, inspired by a great passion for justice, The I nternational Workersb®o

equality and humanity, wants to vkeseriously for the

! This analysis has, of course, been proven correct time and

time again (not least, with Marxist Social Democracy). It has Theory and Practice
been repated by many libertarian thinkers including Peter of Al e x and &hatB€@mkikuniginadicbism?
Kropotkin, Emma GoldmarSpcialism: Caught in the (1929). Black Flag

principle, will never extend its hand to a poktic

Political Trap) and Rudolf RockerAnarcheSyndicalism:
Of note is Chapter
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agitation which did not have as its immediate and direct bourgeois segitivities, so that every worker, emerging
aim thecomplete economic emancipation of the warker from the intellectual and moral torpor in which they

that is to say the abolition of the bourgeoisie as a class strive to keep him, understands his situation, knows
economically separate from the mass of the population, well what he must do and under what conditions he can
nor to any revolution thaftom the first day, from the conquer his human rights.

first hour, will not inscribesocial liquidationon its flag. It will propagandise allite more energetically and

But revolutions are not improvised. They are not made sincerely for we often encounter influences, even in the
arbitrarily, either by individuals or by even the most International, which, affecting disdain for these
powerful associations. Independently of all will and of  principles, would like to portray them as a useless

all conspiracy, they are always brought about by the theory and strive to bring the workers back to the

force of events. They can be foreseen, their approach political, economi@and religious catechism of the

can sometimes be sensed, but the explosion can never bourgeoisie.

be accelerated. Finally, it will expand and organise itself strongly

Convinced of this truth, we pose this question: What is across the borders of all lands, so that when the
the policy that thénternational must pursue during this  revolution, brought about by the force of events, breaks
more or less extended period of time that separates us out, it is a real force, knowing what it must éod

from this terrible social revolution which everyone hence capable of taking it in its hands and giving it a
today anticipates? truly beneficial direction for the people; a serious
Setting aside, as required by its statutes, all local and 1:08 ttriesr g Zglel forn gclin t?ﬂsr dge aarr,:": So?t;[cail on
national politics, it willgivewo k er s 6 agi t a twbrl ﬁétitgls an%%oﬁ?' ‘.:elg P 9p
countries an essentially economic character, with the gee.
aim of reducing the hours of labour and increasing We conclude this faithful exposition of the politics of
wages; therganisation of the working massasd the the International by reproducing the final paragraph of
establishment afesistance fundas means. the preamble to our general statutes:
It will propagandise its pririples, for these principles AThe movement that is taki
are the purest expression of the collective interests of  workers of the most industrious countries of Eurdpe
the workers of the whole world, are the soul and giving rise to new hopes, gives a solemn warning not to
constitute all the life force of the Association. It will fall back into old errors.
spread this propaganda widely, without regard for
Manifesto
Parisian Sections of the I nternational

La Marseillaise 27 January 1870
Twelvethousand workers from Creuzot are on strike.  We cannot protest too strongly against the very peculiar

They demand the management of their mutual aid claim of those people who, not content with having all
society, the reinstatement in the workshop of their the economic forces, still want to have, and actually
comrades dismissed without reasons and the removal ofhave, & the social forces (army, police, courts, etc.), for
a works supervisor, the main cause of the conflict. the preservation of their unjust privileges.

As always in such cases, the manager requested and  Such are the consequences of the selfish and bourgeois
obtained the assistance of military force. So as at doctrine of political economy.

Lepine, as at Dour, as at Seraing, as at Frameries, as at
La Ricamarie, as at Aubin, as at Carmaux, the army
faces workers whom its presence troubles and

Economists, in fact, disregarding the complexity of
social phenomenand neglecting the intellectual aspect
and above all the moral aspect, have reduced social

exaperates. science to purely market considerations. From this

What will the consequences be? Will it be a new resultedndustrialism On this slippery slope, the

massacre of proletarians? deterioration of social sentiment has already reached a
IAs Bakuni n |seriowsrfinapaompletet : it thar representation by trade counciBhpmbres de travdil
emancipation of the workers is possible only on one not only creates a gaé Academy where all the workers of the
condition, and that this condition is the appropriation of International, uniting practice with theory, can and must study
capital, that is to say the raw materials and all the economic science, they even carry the living seeds ofdihe
instruments of labour, including land, by the workers social orderthat is to replace the bourgeois world. They
collectively [ é] The organi sati on ordate hot anlg the ideasbueth vres )y tf laeitrs of

federation in the I nternat i olPratdst ofth&¥dlliakcelulysl87l) Associ ati on a
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pointthat the industrialists, while advocating unbridled
laissez faire, laissez passgnore, in reality, the right

of the worker, in the current state, to refuse to co
operate when a job is too oppressive and too poorly
paid.

All powerful in the face of an idated worker, they
oppress him in the name of-salled economic liberty,
but as soon as they face a collective labour force, they
demand repression in the name of order. Does their
narrowness of vision make them believe that true order
is nothing otherhan the crushing of the producers and
the smothering of all legitimate aspirations?

Moreover, in the presence of this commonplace event,
in our state of political oppression and industrial
lawlessness, in this state which delivers to misery those
who haveproduced the immense accumulation of
capital sufficient to create physical and moral well
being [for all] if a just distribution of products exists,

we thought it necessary to raise our voice:

After having once more noted the iniquity of our
economic systa and its deplorable results, we have to
congratulate our Creuzot brothers for their calm
demands and the dignity of their attitude.

B. MALON, correspondent of Worketgnited
(surburbs of Paris), headquarters rue de Nanterre, 24, a
Puteaux.

G. MOLLIN, correspondent for France of the Paris
Circle of Positivist Proletarians, impasse Saint
Sébastien, 8.

MURAT, Mutualist Circle, authorised by the General
Council of the club of the International Association,
200, rue SainMaur.

E. VARLIN, secretancorrespondent of the section of
the bookbinding workers of Paris.

A. COMBAULT, correspondent of the Vaugirard
section.

A. HARLE, Corresponding Secretary of the Circle of
Social Studies.

Letter to Albert Richard

Michael Bakuni

n

12 March 1879

Dear friend and brother,

Circumstances beyond my control prevent me from
coming to take part in your great Assembly df March.
But | would not want to let it pass without expressing my
thoughts and wishes to my brothers in France.

If | could attend that impressive gathering, here is what |
would say to the French workers, with all berbaric
frankness that characterighe Russian socialist
democrats.

Workers, no longer count on anyone but yourselves. Do
not demoralise and paralyse your rising power in foolish
alliances with bourgeois radicalism. The bourgeoisie no
longer has anything to give you. Politically and meratl

is dead, and of all its historical magnificence, it has only
preserved a single power, that of a wealth founded on the
exploitation of your labour. Formerly, it was great, it was
bold, it was powerful in thought and will. It had a world to
overturn ad a new world to create, the world of modern
civilisation.

It overturned the feudal world with the strength of your
arms, and it has built its new world on your shoulders. It
naturally hopes that you will never cease to serve as
caryatids for that worldt wants its preservation, and you

12" March 1870, Geneva

want, you must want its overthrow and destruction. What
does it have in common with you?

Will you push naiveté to the point of believing that the
bourgeoisie would ever consent to willingly strip itself of
that whichconstitutes its prosperity, its liberty and its very
existence, as a class economically separated from the
economically enslaved mass of the proletariat? Doubtless
not. You know that no dominant class has ever done
justice against itself, that it has alveayeen necessary to
help it. Was not that famous night df August, for which
we have granted too much honour to the French nobility,
the inevitable consequence of the general uprising of the
peasants who burned the parchments of the nobility, and
with those parchments the castles?

You know very well that rather than concede to you the
conditions of a serious economic equality, the only
conditions you could accept, they will reject it a thousand
times under the protection of a parliamentary lie, and if
necessary under that of a new military dictatorship.

So then what could you expect from bourgeois
republicanism? What would you gain by allying yourself
with it? Nothingi and you would lose everything, for you
could not ally yourself with it without abandag the

holy cause, the only great cause today: that of the
complete emancipation of the proletariat.

1 https://www.libertariadabyrinth.org/bakunidibrary/letterfrom-bakuninto-albertrichardmarch12-1870/
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It is time for you to proclaim a complete ruptureur democrats? It wants to seize the direction of the popular
salvation is only at this price movement to once again turn it to its advantage as

they say themselves, to save the bases of what they call
civilisation, the very foundations of bourgeois
domination.

Does this mean that you should reject all individuals
born and raised in thHeourgeoislass, but who,
convinced of the justice of your cause, come to you to
serve and to help you triumph®t\at all. Receive them Do the workers want to play the roles of dupes one more
as friends, as equals, as brothers, provided that their willtime? No. But in order not to be dupes what should they
is sincere and that they have given you both theoretical do? Abstain from all participation in bourgeois radicalism

and practical guarantees of the sincerity of their and organise outside of it therces of the proletariat. The
convictions. In theory, they basis of that organisation is
should proclaim loudly and ] entirely given: It is the workshops
without any hesitation all the Abstain from all and the federation of the
principles, conditions and . . . . workshops; the creation of
consequences of a serious socig part|C|pat|on In resistance funds, instruments of
and economic equality for all . . : struggle against the bourgeoisie,
individuals. In practice, they bourge0|s radicalism and their federation not just
must have firmly and and organise outside nationaly, but internationally. The
permanently severed their creation of chambers of labour
relationship of interest, feeling of it the forces of the [chambres de travdiks in
and vanity with the bourgeois | ) he basi Belgium.
\C/ivice)rld, which is condemned to proletariat. The basis And when the hour of the

' of that organisation IS revolution sounds, the liquidation
You bear within you today all the . . . of the State and of bourgeois
elements of the power that must ent|rely given. Itis society, including all legal
renew the world. But the element relations. Anarchy, that it to say
of power are still not power. the workshops and the tue, the open popular

, : lution: legal and political
To constitute a real force, they the federation of the revo -
must be organised; and in order anarchy, and economic

for that organisation toch workshops; the organisation, from top o bottom
consistent in its basis and purpos and from the circumterence o the

it must receive within it no foreign creation of resistance centre, of the triumphant world of

elements. So you must keep awd funds. instruments of the workers.

from everything that belongs to And in order to save the

civilisation, to the legal, political Struggle against the revolution, to lead it to a good
and social organisation of the o ) end, een in the midst of that
bourgeoisie. Even when bourgeo bOUi‘gEOISI e, and their anarchy, the action of a collective,

politics is rel as blood and . . invisible dictatorship, not invested
burning like hot iron, ifit does notf ~ federation not just with any power, but [with

accept as it direct and immediate : something] that much more

aim the destruction of legal natlona”y' but effective and powerful the

property and the political State internation a”y_ natural action of all energetic and
the two forts on which all sincere socialist revolutionaries,
bourgeois domination reststs spreadbver the surface of the
triumph could only be fatal to the causeld proletariat. country, of all countries, but powerfully united by a

Moreover, the bourgeoisie, which has come to the last common thought and will.

degree of intellectual and moral impotence, is today That, my dear friend, is, in my opinion, the only
incapable of making a revolution by itself. The people  programme which by its bold application will lead not to
alone want it, and have the power to do it. So whatis  new deceptions, but to the final triumphtitoé proletariat.
desired by this advangmarty of the bourgeoisie, M. Bakunin
represented by the liberals or exclusively political '

!IBakunin here usesinisidee unf or infuenee of@narchistmiitants within mass movements,
dictatorship. o6 As can be s e e arguihg tieimdeashoevinotbers bventatthem.rormdiei ¢ h i
used here (and elsewhere), he ditimean that militants would discussion, see section J.3.20f AnarchisFAQvolume 2.

seize power over the masses but rather used it to describe the (Black Flag
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The undersigned delegates, representing a group of
Sections of the International which has just constituted
itself under the name of the Jura Federation, address
themselves by the present circular to all the Federations

of

to join together to demand theompt convening of a
general Congress.

Circular to all the Federations of the

| nt ernati onal Wor ker s o

Jura Federation

12 November 1871

AArticle 4. At each ann
General Council will publish a report of its

activities for the year. In case of emergency, it
may convene the @gress before the appointed
Wor ker séermAssociati on and ask t

AnArticle 5. The Gener al
relations with the various workers associations,

the I nternational

We will explain in a few words what are the reasons
which make us demand this measure, absolutely

necessary to prevent our great Association from being

dragged, without its knowledge, down a disastrous
slope, at thered of which it would find dissolution.

When the I nternational
created, a General Council was established which,

so that the workers of every country are
constantly aware of the movement of their class
in the other countries; that an inguinto the
social state [of the different countries] is made
at the same time and in the same spirit; that the

Wo r k e AUSFIONAY genera) interest praposgad.by a
y

Society for diScussion be examined by all, and
that when a practical idea or an international

according to the statutes, was to serve as the central
correspondence office between Sections, but to which
absolutelyno authority was delegated, which would

have been contrary to the very essence of the
International, which is only one immense protest against
authority.

The powers of the General Council are clearly defined
by the following articles of the General Stasiand the
General Regulations:

problem calls for the action of the Association,

it may act in a uniform manner. Whenever it
seems necessary, the General Council shall take
the initiative of submitting proposals to local or
national societies.

Alt will publish a bull
communications with the correspondence
of fices [of Il ocal and n

fiGeneral Statutes iRegul ati ons

i Ar t ii Thiere is &stablished a General
Council consisting of workers representing the
different nations forming part of the
International Association. It will take from its
members, according to theats of the
Association, officers, such as president, general
secretary, treasurer and correspondence
secretaries for the different countries.

AEvery year, the
indicate the seat of the General Council,
nominate its members, givingthte right to
appoint additional members, and choose the
place of the next assembly.

AiAt the time fixed for
without the need for a special invitation,
delegates will assemble by right at the
designated time and place. The General Council The General Council was seated in London for its first
may, in case of emergencies, change the year for several reasons: it was from a meeting held in
location of the Congress, without however London that the initial idea of the International had
changing the date. arisen; London offered ane security then than the other
cities of Europe in respect to individual rights.

i Fi r s ti TherGeneral ICeuncil is obliged
to execute the resolutions of the Congress.

AfiTo this end, it coll ec
to it by thecorrespondence offices of the
different countries, and those which it can
obtain by other means. It is charged with
organising the Congress and bringing its agenda
to the attention of all the Sections, through the
assembl e %orreépé)l%digg(ogi%eg of t\fRIeI difft?rent curies.

i Ar t ii Thie &en&al Council will publish,

as many and as often as its means permit, a

bulletin embracing everything that may interest

the International Association: the supply and

em for labour in _different logalities;-co

th %pera i\geﬂsgcigeig; ﬁwg cdondi |o¢1 gf the

| abouring classes in ev
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