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Editorial

Welcome to thdirst issueof Black Flagfor 2022

This is another bumper issue, including articles on and by such noted anarchists as Sam Dolgoff, Voltairine de Cley
and Lucy Parson®olgoff was a stalwart of the American anarchist movement from the 1920s until his death in 199C
active in numerous gups and papers including the Libertarian League and jolitmaftarian Labour ReviewA key
activist in the previous generation, de Cleyre moved from Individualist Anarchism to Communist Anarchism. The
writings of both have much to give to modern actauist

In terms of Parsons, we show that attempts to portray her as not understanding what anarchism was, that she and
Emma Goldman had radically different ideas rest on an ignorance of anarchist ideas. In spite of disagreements on
certain subjects (such agérlove), both Parsons and Goldman were commanéastchists who advocated

syndicalism, direct action and the general strike. Sadly, Parsons refused to see through the Bolshevik Myth, so helf
Leninists today to present a false picture of the Americarchist movement of the time to try and recruit anarchists
today. As such, it is worthwhile putting the record straight.

We also mark the birth of libertarian socialist Cornelius Castoriadis whose ideas impacted on the anarchist moveme
via the British Sbdarity groupin the 1960s and 19708riginally a Trotskyist, he rejectat$ analysis of the Soviet

Union before moving on to a critique and rejection of Marxism as such. In so doing, he came to many conclusions
anarchists had reached long befak#hile influenced by the poswvar period, mny of his ideas remain relevant today.

Finally, we start and end our issue with two original contributi®hs.first is on anarchists and their views on
elections, the second an analysis of@menmunist Manifestdoth we hope will be of interest.

If you want to contribute rather than moan at those who do, whether its writing new material or letting us know of on
line articles, reviews or translations, then contact us: blackflagmag@yalhmco.uk



Those In Favour of
Anarchist Electoralism
Please Raise Your Hands

Benjamin Franks

One set of the anarchist responses to the failure of It is not necessarily goals but tactics that divide

Jeremy Corbyn and his supporterseposition the
Labour Party as a radical social democratic
movement, has been to see tbhiss of Momentum

(if you excuse the pun) as an

opportunity to win over
disaffected and disappointed
Corbynistas to class struggle
anarchism. This highlights a
curiows tension. From a
traditional anarchist
perspective these social
democratic movements are
distinct and lie outside of
anarchist support, but they ar
also so similar that it does nof
take much for supporters of
one to move to support the
other. Anarchistare often
juxtaposed and frequently
define themselvesagainst
social democrats. The
influential anarchist Yiddish
paperDer Arbeter Fraing
produced amongst Jewish
immigrants to Britain in the
1880s (which was later to be
edited by Rudolf Rocker),
split from the broader socialis!
PolisheYidover t he

freedom is not the
version increasingly
ascribed to by social
democrats, which is
Ol 1 ving
exploitation a
majority have voted
for o, but
one of removing the
structures of
repression and
exploitation and
replacing them with
creative practices of
non -domination.

t

unde

h €

advocacy of voting for a

anarchists from radical social democrats. Many of
the early radical social democsathared the same
long-term goals as the anarchists, namely the

socialist transformation of the
economy. There was a shared
aspiration for a free, classless
society of equals, where
everyone has access to goods
of life for the full

development of the indigual.
Albeit for many social
democrats this access would
be organised through the
state? Even today one of the
remnants of this tradition, the
Socialist Party of Great

Britain (founded in 1904),
continues to operate at the
fringes of constitutional
politics, and still consistently
advocates for absolute anti
capitalism.

Where early social democrats
and anarchists differed was on
the means: social democrats
concentrated on winning state
power through the ballot box,
anarchists on direct action that
prefigured liberated social
relations® So important are

progressive parliamentary candidate. these tactical differences that we often identify

shifts in an individual 6
IThis article is loosely based on the t al k$atedatidistscidshe us s i o
Problem of the Scottish Independence Referendum: | mpl i ca
Edi nburgh; OAnarchist Engagements | El ectionséo, Radi cal I
organisers and participants). The much |l onger ar fTHeanire O F
Action13.1.(January 2020).
2See for instance Henry Hyndmano6s ( Soc iEaglahdfoDAlavailableatt i ¢ Fed
https://www.marxists.org/archive/hyndman/1881/england/index.html
35See also Carl Boggs (1977). O6Revol uti on arTeorPandSocaes.s , Pol i

Autumn 1977: pp. 3593, whose tripartite division alddentifies state seizure, which he associates with Leninism and he refers
to asJacobinism



the nexus of parliamentarianism/anti
parliamentarianism, such as Tom Mann movement
from social democracy to syndicalist action, to
rejecting parliamentarianism in favour of
revolutionary syndicalism. Such tactical
differences have other important ramifications,
however, becausa promoting different methods,
the importance of these apparently shared-long
term objectives began to alterdatineir meanings
begin to shift.

For the more constitutionalgngaged social
democrats, the means (electoral success) becomes
more important than the goal (radical
transformation)The more a group becomes
committed to the electoral reformist mode ofiabc

change, the more the meaning alters of once radica

concept s, |AsthedateAlbartdleltdeo m
(in the previous edition dlack Flag points out,

freedom is not the version increasingly ascribed to i

by social democr atfams wh
of exploitation a majo
anarchist one of removing the structures of
repression and exploitation and replacing them
with creative practices of nestomination.

Therefore, the question of choice of methods for
socialism alsanavoidably goes harAd-hand with
guestions of motivating goals and ambitions.
Anarchists are rightly portrayed as being, in the
main, against state participation, which means
being against electoral activism. The great figures
of the anarchist past, Milkail Bakunin, Peter
Kropotkin, Lucy Parsons and Emma Goldman,
later Guy Aldred (of the Glasgehased Ant
Parliamentary Communist Federation) and Vernon
Richards (of the Freedom Press Group) were all
highly critical of electoral participation. So too are
contemporary activists like the anaresyndicalist
Phil Dickens and Floaker of the Anarchist
Federation as well as members of the Anarchist
Communist Group and the Solidarity Federation.
However, this account of anarchism as committed
to electoral absterdn, whilst broadly accurate,
omits some minority forms of anarchism that
engages with electoral politics. Although a
peripheral feature of anarchism, there are numerou
examples spread historically and geographically.

Although anarchists have powerful, amard to
refute, outright rejections of constitutional
participation, | argue, the bases of these criticisms
also open up opportunities fbighly selective
intervention in elections. Selective, because there

1 P. Kropotkin,Words of a Rebgekd. 1. McKay (Oakland:
PM, 2022 forthcoming ) pp. 114.1.

are different forms of electoral participatiamhich
will be outlined below, and that onsome of these
underparticular circumstancesan be justified on
similar grounds to anarchist abstentionism.

Against participation
Themain arguments against elections are partly
based on the rejection of tetate because it is an
unavoidably oppressive set of institutions operating
on principles of domination and exploitation, and
that merely electing people to run these would be
little different than selecting which person executes
you. Similarly there arenbse anarchists, not all of
whom are individualists, who reject majority
voting because it is a violation of individual
Lreedom, though of course in certain circumstances

rganising in democratically accountable
rganisations (with sufficient bottoop saéguards
that the state can never provide) can extend

Z s6 free

th %I’Itlcgi df t}ﬁe stati th r@adreefcfurfol)d
&rl ral p8l| ic§ adid.

1) The first concerns thieierarchical

organisationalmeansof this tactic. Electoral

politics generates damaging, mutuakmnforcing
structures of power. Those already lacking power
are further encouraged to become order takers,
whilst those in control legitimise monopolising
information and decisiemaking! It also

reinforces a particular political identity as the
supreme one: the national citizen. The ultimate
authority is reserved for those given a mandate by
the vote through the state, undermining other types
of organisation and forms of power, swhtrade
unions or syndicates; community groups or
neighbourhood assemblies; ecological direct action
movements and mutual aid organisations. It also
excludes those who are impacted by decisions but
are not given full rights of citizenship. In this
liberakdemocratic formulation, activity is
secondary to the democratic election and the
institutions the majority vote is supposed to
legitimate. As Bakunin amongst others points out,
such as electoral participation simply recreates a
form of oppressive administtion, which supposed

Yadicals have merely contributed their labdur.

In electoral politics what the leader or
representative says has far greater bearing than the
ordinary member or voter. They enter into the
fameeconomy. The delegated spokesperson
becomes better known, has greater access to the

2 Mikhail Bakunin (nd),Bakunin on Anarchy: Selected works
of the ativismi Founder of world anarchisnEd Sam
Dolgoff (Pirated edition), pp. 2201.



media, and to the networks$ influence, and thus

to audiences than those who are lesser known.
Representatives are regarded as more authoritative
and what they speak upon as being more important
Former leading figures from known political

parties maintain a degree of influence;dese
members of the public recognise them. Thus, they
seek to remain in the public eye to reinforce their
position with the economy of fame. The example

of George Galloway should be a chastening one.
His desire to remain famous (from appearing on
reality TV in a skintight leotard to fronting
increasingly fringe political parties) has become his

main compulsion, rather than the

power.

radical socialist ideals he
initially (supposedly) held.
Some parties have embraced th
fameeconomy with, for
example, the Scottish Socialist
Party creating ault of
personality around Tommy
Sheridan, with disastrous result
for it.

2) The second area of
criticism covers thevrong place
or more technicallymisdirected
location for action Democratic
politics concentrates almost
exclusively on winning state
power.Electoral politics under
liberal democratic theory is
regarded as the legitimate site g
authority and control. According
to this perspective, so long as
power is worfairly in a
democratic election, then the
state can dictate the laws by
which people lie. There are, of
course, certain provisos that
protect future democratic
participationi and for various
liberal theories the areas on

Corbynos
aura as a radical
social democrat
will be enhanced

precisely because

it was
unsuccessful, it
will remain

untarnished
because he never
had the
opportunity to
engage with the
realities of state
power.

state is not the sole, or often the main location of

For syndicalists, like Mann, there are more
important sites of poweprimarily the economy.
Winning economic control is much more important
than gaining control of the state.

Now | submit to you this: that the success
of the working class will depend, in some
considerable measure, on the agency
through which they will faction as
controllers of the industries that they are
engaged in. Some say not the present

capitalist system, but a
democratised state. We are
not saying that. | am saying
that it should be the
organisation of the workers,
the industrial organisation
of the workers, made
exactly what it ought to be
to fill requirements.

Anarchists who prioritise
syndicalist methods, like
other anarchists, are not
blind either to the other
forms of power and
institutions that embed
them?3 They are aware that
social relatbns and
institutions based on
militarism, patriarchy and
racism do not stem from the
economyalong but in
contrast to social democrats
they argue that these forms
of oppression cannot be
resolved by state action
either.

The central criticism
anarchists rake of radical
social democrats is that

which even democratic mandates cannot interfere winning state power will not produce the desired

alters depending on the types of threat. However,
onthewhole, democrati theory presents the
political state as the location of power. Anarchists
and other radicals, by contrast, point out that the

radical change, because of the influence of these
institutions (such as police, business, military or
other states). If radicals seek to appease these
groups, their rdical proposals become so diluted as

to become meaningless, think of Greek SYRIZA

1 See his personal Unity (or vanity) Party Scottish Marxist Internet Archive<
Parliamentary election leaflet for the regional list vetkich https://www.marxist.org/archive/mann
pictured Galloway far more prominently than the local tom/1913/tmamldebate.htm>

candidate, with a call to vote for the Conservative Party inthe 61 am not decl aring that the

areabs constituency electionconomics that will require a
2Tom Mann (1913), élndustriabrgaghsashabndn versus politiec
action: debate between Tom Mann and Arthur M. Lewi sd.



led government in 2015. If these parties do not
adequately compromise they will be brought down,
such as Allende in Chile in 1973, the socialist
republicans in Spain in 1936.

Whilst working class action can put pressure on
elected governments, such economic power is
considered by liberals to be illegitimate with strong
state sanctions to prevent such popular influence
(see the antUnion laws of Ronald Reagan and
Margaret Thi&cher). However, business leaders
organising investment strikes, movement of assets
overseas to create domestic economic crises to
bring down social democratic governments are
encouraged and celebrated by the same liberal
democratic theorists.

Cor by mansicalR@as a radical social
democrat will be enhanced precisely because it was

unsuccessful, it will remain untarnished because he

never had the opportunity to engage with the
realities of state powe
inadequacies in the limited offide held, it is
unlikely he would have avoided the twin threats of
damaging compromise or outright destabilisation.

3) The third major criticism of electoral

politics is thus thdad resultor negative outcomes
of electoral politicsThe standard position gbcial
democrats is that they engage in the world of the
possible, irrealpolitik on practical decision

making with the stable institutions of the state,
unfettered by ideological considerations. Reforms
brought in by &édheroico
national health service or free secondary education
are trumpeted, whilst the deficiencies with these
solutions especially as many rely on social
democrats acquiescence to militarism, war,
colonialism and capitalist relations of production
are rarely acknowldged. Opponents are dismissed
as O0i mpossiblisté or Ou
record of social democratic government to bring
about a heralded socialist revolution, it is much
more Oi mpossiblistdé to
transformation through pieseeal reform through

the state.

Such developments confi
that Ainevitable resul't
deputies, transferred to a purely bourgeois

1 See John Holloway (2008)hange the World Without
Taking PowerLondon: Pluto: p12.

2 Mikhail Bakunin (1953)The Political Philosophy of
Bakunin New York: The Free Press: p. 216. See too
Alexander Berkman (2003)/hat is AnarchismEZdinburgh:
AK Press: Chapter XIII (Socialism).

3 See of instance Nathan Jun and Mark Lance (2020).
Anarchist Responses to a Pandemic: The COY®Crisis as

environment and into an atmosphere of purely
bourgeois political ideas, ceasing ictféo be

workers and becoming statesmen instead, will
become middle class in their outlook, perhaps even
more so than the bourgeo
because fimen do not <crea
situations that create m

4) Finally, anarchists argubat there are

better alternatives than electoral participatiofy

more practical solution for social change is mutual
aid for the immediate alleviation of harms, which

also oppose and supplant oppressive, hierarchical
institutions. To borrow a phrase fraime Industrial
Wor kers of the World: od
goods 6. Rat her than spen
influencing oppressive organisations to behave in a
sllghtly less psychopathic manner, or operate
through the rules and laws developed to restric
threats to the dominant classes, operating outside
§nd ag@qst\}h§ ﬁtate IS n}or‘;;ynﬂll@%lmmedlately

as well as producing etter g term results

Rather than working in and strengthening capitalist
institutions, we should build and support our own.

Historically, this was expressed in building
syndicalist unions. More recent examples of these
are the autonomous séi&lp groups that developed
during the Covid crisis, not only providing mutual
support and assistance where the state and business
had faled, but also confronting employers over
unsafe working practices and finding links of
ioléldgrlgl Wi h BI cg bl %1 Tﬁe[seswere | i
much more effe ive so |ons an the sdcial
democratic tactic, which would involve
campaigning for a political partylva, some years
after the peak of the crisis, might win sufficient
electoral support to eventually pass legislation,
which might then be enacted to provide help to

?‘Oﬁﬁur}ﬁ"r‘i’% Who Wef&ENGed POMgYediSe n ¢
arlier.

A result of these criticisms of electoral politics is
that theevast majordyrotanaochigsrptomotea d i ¢ a
electoral abstention. Abstention might be passive,
through ignoring elections, or more actively
?n&few@gm qlefLqra) nspart ikP?“%“cihrOHgP |
anfpyong ampigny 4 ¢ I 3% ke h

e

ogp

a Case Study in Mutual AitKennedy Institute of Ethics

Journal https://kiej.georgetown.edu/anarchissponses
covid-19-specialissue/ and Jade Saab and John Clarke
(2021). Visualizing an alternativesponse to COVIEL9:

Lessons of the pandemic for the fights to come. 23 June 2021.
https://jadesaab.com/visualiziagralternativeresponseo-
covid-19-2fc8fae28749.



abstentionist campaigrighe Anti-Elections
Allianceof 1992 and 1997 and more recently
Angry Not ApatheticHowever, there has also been

Bone first participated in 1968 the Swansea
council elections, where he reportedly got 10 votes.
A decade later, Bone was joined in the 1979

a small subsection of anarchists that have engaged Swansea Council elections by his colleagues from

in electoralism. Whilst sucimcidents tend to be
regarded as either anomalies, failures of principle
or doomed experimentsand this is certainly the
case with many exampléd would argue that
certain, very specific and targeted forms can be
consistent with anarchism and yieldsgitve

results.

There are, perhaps surprisingly given the general
agreement about the failures of constitutional
politics amongst anarchists, numerous examples o
libertarian socialist engagements in electoralism
historically and recently, both in the Ukéfar

wider a field. PierreJoseph Proudhon was an

elected member of the French Assembly during the

1848 Revolution (although his experience
confirmed his earlier analysis that the State could
not be captured as it was chained to Capfthd).

the 1960sand 1970s the anarchic countelture
KaboteursandProvosstood and gained

the anarchist group arouddarm. In 1988 Class
War, a group initially started by Bone and Miart
Wright,® stood a candidate, John Duignan, in the
Kensington byelection gaining just 60 votes. In
May 2003, the Bristolian Party, albeavily
influenced by anarchists (including Bone), stood 12
candidates in the local council elections, receiving
on average about 8% of the vote in the wards they
stood in. In 2015, a resurrected Class War stood a
fsmaII slate of candidates, which included Andy
Bennetts, Jon Bigger, Adam Clifford and Lisa
McKenzie. Bigger has subsequently written an
entertaining and accgble doctoral dissertation on
the experiencé.

Four Models

There are differences in the forms of anarchist
electoral participation and these have different
degrees of consistency with anarchist principles

representation on Amst e?n rgertrtlgdgofﬁqge}:htg. l'l'he(f:o%r'&/%e%elqu. . I
the 1970s a coalition of Israeli amtiithoritarian 1. Lesser Evil (minor engagements)

and norRCommunist Party radicals stood a . Radical social democracy (adtierarchical
candidate to the Israeli parliament for propaganda structural reformism)

purposes, but also to raise the issue of relgas . ] . ) )

activist Rami Livne, who had been imprisoned for 3. Sinn Fein Option (revolutionary ati

Omeeting with a Palest.i
t er r {Mom regedtly, many who identified as
anarchists who had

ergage ini and wini representation as
horizontalist partie% i

In the UK too, some notable anarchists and
anarchist groups have flirted with constitutional

been
protests and occupations, left the streets in order to

ni aftepresgntgtignalism)e
4. Guerrilla activism

occupi ed

can bleed into one another,agics of anarchist
plecteraligm alsgPoINt puk 4§ o 4 |

1. Lesser Evil (minor engagements)

el ect

The first is perhaps the best known and the most

activism. The most recent was the veteran anarchiswidely practised. In the UK and USA, legislative

| an Bo n erdislacy2iroti?e Croydan council
elections for the Woodside ward, gaining 2.5%

elections are plural rather than proportional. So
electors will often chooseot the candidate they

vote, (a higher percentage of the vote than celebritywant most to wiri as they maybe too marginal to

far-right troll Lawrence Fox achieved in the
London mayoral elections held on the same day).

1 See Stuart Christie, (2009)e the Anarchists: Study of the
Iberian Anarchist Federatio(FAI). Meltzer Press and

Vernon Richard$ essons of the Spanish Revolution (3936
1939) London: Freedom https://libcom.org/files/lessons
spanishrevolution.pdf,

2 pierreJoseph Proudhon (201R)joperty is Theft! A Pierre
Joseph ProudhoAnthology Edinburgh: AK Press: p. 423.
3llan Shalif, (2015). Personal interview.

4 See for instance Ramon Feenstra, Vincente Roig and
Benjamin Franks, B. 2017. Spanish Anarchist Engagements
in Electoralism: From Sotial ee
Movement Studiek?.1.: pp.8598.

have any chance of electoral sucdebsit opt for
the candidate who is the lesser evil of the few

Ramon Feenstra, Simon. Tormey, Andreu Casdpolles,

and John Keane, J. 20RRefiguring Democracy: The

Spanish political laboratoryLondon: Routledge.

5> See lan Bone (20Q@ash the Rich: True Life Confessions

of an Anarchist In the UKBristol: Tangent.

6 Jon Bigger (2021)Class War at the 2015 UK General

Election: Radicalism, subversion and the democratic process.

PhD Dissertation. Loughborough University.

https://repository.lboro.ac.uk/articles/thesis/Class_wathat

_2015_UK_General_Election_radicalism_subversion_and_th
t e_derodcratic_iprocess/1484488m r t y pol i ti cs.

i nyol ved in ai nods 5 N
These %ur positions are not a%s%lutely dlscrete,lbut



(usually two) candidates who are most likely to of legitimacy?® Whilst there has been little

win. Examples of this are Noam Chdw<alling systematic study of the impact of abstention

for votes for barely social democratic candidates  campaigns, one of the few made indicates that it
like Hilary Clinton and later Joe Biden to defeat might countetintuitively increase participation as
Donald Trump, radicals voting for Corbynite (and it reminds the electorate of an election and their
prior to that Milibandite) candidates against the civic duty$

Tories in 2015, 2017 and 2019. Anarchists stamiardly regard participating in the
Itis,perhaps one of the &6di r tvoteasaviolatidn sfrincpfe. One reason is that it
anarchism that come Election Day many outwardly leads to slippery slopes of more overt electoral
revolutionary antstatists cast a vote for the least  support. After all, if a lesser evil is to be supported,
objectionable of the main candidates. This is not a why not campaign for, raise funds for, even

new feature of the anarchist politics, as Vernon directly join the social democratic party in order to
Richards reports jugtrior to the Spanish Civil War  enhance electoral success over the greater evil? Yet
the CNT debated the 61l esushelippes slopé asguroehts saebnwamiably ni n g
abstentionism and supporting the social democrats fallacious. Most nofanarchists, with varying

against authoritarian reactiorEven though the degrees of enthusiasm, vote in elections without
official abstentionist position remained officially in  ever joining or assist@ga political party in any
place?6 me mb dhe ENTovéted at the election  other way, so it would seem odd that anarchists are

of 1936 in | arge numb er smde proeedoslide downghe slope.t h e
republlgcans and social democrats retuming to Whilst the effectiveness of voting for the more
power:

socially democratic party is highly questionable,
Stopping the faright (which increasingly includes  given the track records of the Britishihaur Party
many allegedly mainstream conservative parties in and US Democratic Party, nonetheldssser evi

countries likeAmerican and Britain) frequently ism can have some limited salience with

motivates anarchist participation in the polls. anarchism. Anarchists, like Bakunin, are aware that
Selecting a lesser evil helps to water down the although all states are oppressive, some are more
percentage of the vote for fascist parties (intheUKdespoti ¢ than others: O0W

candidates who fail to reach 5% of the vote lose an the most imperfect republic is a thousand times
election deposit of #0). Whilst high abstention better than the mo%t enl
rates might lessen democratic legitimacy (see the Protecting, albeit in a highly constrained way,

panicked responses to the temporary falls in some social welfare from neoliberal or

electoral participation rates from 20Q0 from conservative O6reformbd or
leading political figures such as formeecretary chauvinist nationalist polies is consistent with
General of the United Nations, Ké\nnarf), but anarchist rejection of hierarchy, even if they remain

abstention or spoiling ballots, currently, has little committed to the view that the social revolution
impact. Elections often have abstention rates highercannot be achieved, nor is it prefigured by, the
than 60% and sometimes as great as 85% (such asballot box?®

some council ward and police commissioner
elections). In most general elections lumting the

last one, notvoters far outnumber the total of
people who voted for the victorious party. None of
these prevent a candidate being elected and
operating their form of state power under the cover

Whilst lesser evilisndoes not challenge the
hierarchies of partypolitics and directs attention to

the state as the sole centre of power, near the end of
2021, and in many locations, especially within the
UK, there is little autonomous (af)politics going

on. A brief visit to the polling booth will not

! RichardsLessons of the Spanish Revolutipri7, pp.2123. Journal of Elections, Public Opinion and Parti24.3: p.
2 RichardsLessons of the Spanish Revolutipp.1718, p.22 334-350.
3 RichardsLessons of the Spani&evolution pp. 1819 "Though there are examples of some anarchists who did go

“Kof fi Annan, (2016). 61 nt r o dowrthis slippedy slop€. ®neBuch, was FranRescp Baverial k .
Against Elections: The case for democradgw York: Seven Merlino, who debated with Malatesta arguing for the merits

Stories. of limited electoral engagement, before abandoning

5> See also Phil Dickens (2015). Active abstention isn't the anarchism for morerthodox social democracy (My thanks to
answer eitherLibCom 7 March 2015. an editor oBlack Flagfor this example)
http://libcom.org/library/activeabstentioAsntanswereither 8 Bakunin,Bakunin on Anarchyp.144.

last accessed 8 August 2021. 9 RichardsLessons of the Spanish Revolufor20; Bakunin,

6 Carol Galais (2014) "Don't Vote for Them: The Effects of 60n Real Makominc Selacted téxis 1868
the Spanish Indignant Movement on Attitudes about Voting." 75.London: Anarres: pp0-70.



disrupt those fe sites of anthierarchical activism. these are either done in order to support the
However, wheresser evilism extends into far parliamentary goal (to promote the electoral brand)
more active support for statepresentative or they are secondary to the electoral goal.

politics, then (intellectual and physical) labour and
resource is dedicated to oppressive politics which
could be better dicted.

Many recent onverts to social democracy,
frustrated at the impasse reached by the direct

actionmovementsc al | t hemsel ves
2. Radical Social Democracy (Horizontal as many come from the anarcHistckgrounds, and
Structural Reformism) have an explicit commitment to atftierarchical or

This is the most familiar of the methods of radlcals horizontal forms. Thesteinclude :he horizontally
as Carl Boggs call s i : gr%s\@z!?deg{roagggﬁq Qgeé/\/ lﬂ op{é‘u%q;r%eﬁqn%m
socialist politics in the advanced capltallst SOCIetIeS anish amausterity and arsrorru

where bourgeois institutions d@rei r ml é L t T as the Glrﬁ?e(;( SYRIZéAlandI the
Many direct action movements on the past have panis na lonal movememrtodeémosind loca

reverted to social democratic methods, starting %routpﬁ S uchMaAhoranla\t/la(tjclzrl,Barcelona (e:n Cl%r]nu,
initially with the Labour movement in the late astello en Movimerindzaragoza en &.om .
nineteenth and early twentieth century, the Many Inv olved in Fhese groups still |dent|f|eql thglr
ecological movement creating Green parties and goals with anarchism. They wanted an egalitarian

the feminist movement de%@?fé:;'}? A th%eqnodnngtﬁ]rep‘laﬁesthe

Equality parties. Boggs calls social democracy |ertarnc; ¢ egslentﬁdlve ?toverr:rr;er:j N
structural reformisnas it assumes that a more sysk(_a §I?I acesl ?ha pad_lculoaho y decisio Idb
equitable economic and political system is making. However, (Nese radical changes would be
achieved by working through democratic achlleved through the constltutlonal process l:_)y
institutions. Radical syndicalistike Mann, parties that prefigured more egalitarian decision

initially supported parliamentary action because it making. The measure to ensure that hierarchies of

would help support worKk Eong\gerecfl@tt?ngdl eq brqus gncprporatg

action2 lons, party assemblies having executive

power rather than the elected delegates, time limits
These tactics are clearly distinct from Anarchist on official positions and revocation mechanisms.
prefiguration,which prioritises direct action The Spanish horizontalists also utilised social
outside and against the state and done media to engage with members and suigws and
autonomousl y. Mannodos ¢ h® Rieh€fy whiéh isubstspriapitide f | gur at |
position is signalled when he later advocated for

6t he complete emancipat Thkés adv8cf';1teséofm%r|zowt%l Feflg@lisngclalmgdn d

believe that can be achieved by industrial and ]Eh?m ten;]metrhons oflorr?c?nlsatlﬁ)rr:]arr:td lpcl):llc nstr
economic organisation without resorting to the ormation were novel and experimental (Feenstra

legislative n s t i t° Rarticigation a the polling and Roiget. al 2017). However critics point out

station being seen as a peripheral feature at best. that the;e participatory and hquzontal forms of
organising representative bodies offered little that

Social democracy regards electoral participation  was new, bar the application of new Information
and the forms of organisation that support it as coreand Communications Technology, which other,

to the political projectAs a result, some social more reactionary paes were adopting with
democats will support nofparliamentary activity, growing effectiveness, a
but like the Labouteft turning up at a picketne, demonstraté.Similar radical values and procedural

'Boggs 66Revolutionary Pr oce%Fsedensptpr.a,37R0.i g and Franks, 6
26 T r -anibe efforts should be, and must be, supplemented Engagement s 6.
both by county councils and 7iSae fofmatanteiSanonelarmey and Ramaon Feemsira 2015.

(1890),The Development of the Labour Movem&larxist 60Reinventing the political pa
Internet Archive < https://www.marists.org/archive/mann t he Spani s h PolicyStudie®66app.698606s 6
tom/index.htm> 8 See Feenstra, TormeRefiguring Democragypp. 468, pp.
SMann o6l ndustrial organisat i b86b .

4 See Feenstra, Roig and Franks 2017. 9 More widely seeErnst, Nicole, Frank Esser, Sina Blassnig,
SBray, M. (2018). O6éHorizontaadndmBvén BngéEsaaks(2019)unoFa
Williams eds. Anarchism: A Conceptual Accouhiondon: for populist communication: Comparing different types of
Routledge: pp.1014., Tormey, S. and Feenstra, R. politicians and issues in social media, television and the
(2015). 6Reinventing the Pol iptriecthd Intéationalyoutnal dPregs/Rdlitic24. 2ZT16® c a
15M and the Spanish mobi | i s al88;Enli, Gunn,and Linda Therese Rosenberg. "Trust i the 6

590-606.; Feenstra et. al. 2017



norms were part of the early Ecology and Green
Parties as they entered the parliamentary fray (see
Bray 2018), groups which also damed
considerable numbers of social libertarians.

3. Sinn Fein Option (Revolutionary Anti
Representationalis)

Some groups recognise the problems of working
through the structures of domination but argue that
standing for election and refusing representation in
the legislature of a capitalist state can still advance
the revolutionary cause. Elections give an
opportunity to engage with people who, at least at
that moment, are more attuned to political
conversation and show the strength of popular
support for their cause. These argue for militants to
take on aepresentativéunction of symbolising

the revolutionay

movement but not to
participate in being part of
the government or vote on
legislation.

However, the tension of winning elections and
making effective policy within the democratic
capitalist arrangement led to conflict between the
Fundib s Reald in the Green parties. The
former wished to maintain prefigurative, egalitarian
structures and radical goals while fReals

sought to replace party structures with more
efficient centralised organisation that can better
gain positions within the
executve and manage,
with other parties and
established institutions,
targeted reform. New
horizontalist parties face a
similar tension as they see
greater electoral support by
attracting support from
those not radicalised, and
to gain the cooperation
from themain organs of
the capitalist state in order
to achieve benign policy
goals.

In GreeceSYRIZA
imposed more of the
austerity they had been

Groupings that started with
a strong commitment to
radical change based on

anti -hierarchical principles

of solidarity and mutual aid
underwent, as they moved
away from direct action and
into represent  ative
functions, the
transformation predicted by
abstentionist anarchists.

It is named after the Irish
Republican party Sinn Fein
who have adopted this
strategy for Westminster
elections’ For many
legislatures, taking a seat in
the parlianent requires the
elected candidate to swear
an oath allegiance to the
monarch, state and
constitution. For radicals
taking such an oath would
show lack of integrity and

elected to end?odemontered into government
with the more longstanding and corrupt Spanish
Social Democrats andaba few minor reforms

be an act of subservience. Taking the seat in the
parliament was supposed to help loicast the
message of equality and liberty, obedience to the

helped to sustain the capitalist economy. Groupingsprocedures of the state would transmit an entirely

that started with a strong commitment to radical
change based on asfierarchical principles of

different message. However, Sinn Fein avoid this
problem by not entering the House of Commons

solidarity and mutual aid underwent, as they movedand therefore not swearing the oath of allegiance.

away from direct action and intepresentative
functions, the transformation predicted by
abstentionist anarchists. They quickly transformed

By refusing to swear, they still gain attention and
have legitimacy as the popular candidate, but
without compromising by taking an official

into groups based on electoral success and effectivgosition within the state.

policy reform, developing efficient working
relationships with the institutions of domination
(banks, business, military and other states) and
rejecting the direct action movements, such as
squatters and those facing howspossession in
whose name they originally claimed to be acting
upon?

age of social media: Populist politicians seem more
authentic."Social Media+ Societg, no. 1 (2018)

!See Stephen Burgen. ORiots
evictedfo m f or méThe GhaadaiR®HMay 2016.
<https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/may/24/ribts

The Glasgowbased anarchist Guy Aldred who also
used this tactic also named it af8inn Fein® He
initially suggested as a compromise position
between the traditional Marxist Social Democrats
of the British Socialist Party and the anti

parl i amentarians (the 0i

barcelonaaftersquattersevictedfrom-bank> last accessed 8
August 2021.

f ImtheBrislr Reublio amain devolvedl assesblyutieey thke r s
their seats and indeedegpart of the executive in the latter.
3John Couzin (2O0Sirgglepedia Guy
<http://strugglepedia.co.uk/index.php?title=Guy_Aldred>

Al d



Lenin') during the discussion to form what became becomesocial reformistsThe DutchProvossplit

the Communist Party of Great Britaithwas also because some members wanted to use their
advocated by some amongst the Dutch counter electoral weight in the Amsterdam council to assist
cultural radicals th&aboteursandProvosin the their movement.When there is a particular threat
late 1960s and early 1970s. of an especially reactionary goverant, pressure

mounts on revolutionary (arliepresentatives to
use the constitutional processes to prevent the
greater evil. If they succumb to this pressure, then
they become little more than radical social
democrats; if they fail to do so, they appeabe
responsible for a policy they could have stopped.

Thus theSinn Fein optionnvolves standing in
elections in order to provide revolatiary groups

an opportunity to highlight the oppressive features
of capitalism and test the broader acceptability of
revolutionary ideas. The elected representative acts
as a spokesperson for the revolutionary cause but
refuses to take their seat in Parient or 4. Guerrilla Activism
participate in government. Electoral success adds
to the legitimacy of the revolutionary cause and
helps further boost its popularity

The final form of electoral engagement is the one
most consistent with core anarchist principle. Like

the Sinn Fein optiorand contrary to the radical

There is much to recommend the tactic. It takes  social democracy, this tactiejects working within
advantage of the spaces that open up for political the existing system to bring about change.
conversationshiat elections provide, especially in ~ However, unlike th&inn Fein optionguerrilla

apolitical constituencies. It is hard for even activismin its purest form does not seek votes, but
seasoned activists to kusesdhle oppantunidies sfthe edentgrad pratessta o o
and ask them to take part in (legally dubious) direct critique and satirise the democratiapitalist state
action but it is far less intimidating to canvass for a and instead promote direct actibmdeed for

vote. The tatic also avoids those elected taking participants like Bigger, it can be a form of direct

over the role of ordegivers, managing the order action in itself?

takers. It also recognises that change cannot come The
through working with the rules of existing
oppressive social institutions.

name der i v e sacdounoon L .
the distinction in forms of electoral protest between
6guerrill ad el ectoral i n
There are, however, problems with this method.  jocular stunts, like the candidates from the Monster
One of these more significant weaknesses is due toRaving Loony Party of Great Britain and the

the method of depending on gaining legitimacy Rhinoceros Party of Canada, which humaigu

through the ballot box. What matters is the O0semps[ €] the political
electoral vote, rather than building and anyone can |l augh at* with
participating in radical &rnatives to capitalism. Guerrilla activists, by contrast, use the

This leads to a further problem, as the types of opportunities of electoral engagement to make the
political organisation this method requires, whether far deeper criticisms of political and economic

Sinn Fein or the ultréeft, is hierarchical. It oppressionsyishing to unsettle the parliamentary
requires recognisable medigendly spokespeople  parties. Rather than provide just a humorous
who, when elected, can usethpportunities interlude from the Oseri

presented to voice t he ®&tvistsliketie amamhdseabstentionists praimote a |
change. These elected representatives might not  alternatives that are outside and against capialist
take legislative power, but by participating inthe  democratic instittions.

electoral process, they enter into the fame Cl
economy, where being well known provides them
with additional power and influence.

ass Warodos 2015 gener al
provides a good example gfierrilla activism

Election campaigns provide opportunities for

The revolutionary (ardjrepresentationalism of the largely marginalised viewpoints to gain some

Sinn Fein optioralso faces the problem of the exposure in the national and local press. Class
slippery slope. Those elected on such abasisare War 6 s c¢ a n ddlifbra,tfoe examgle, m

then often pressured to take electoral positions and appeared on one of the more memorable episodes
use their influene in parliament. They then of t h eTheBORIly @dlitics ShowClass War

v, Lenin (1LgtWbhgpleammuifi s mdBigdenClass War at the General Election

infantile disorder Peking: Foreign Language Press. 4 Bogad,Electoral Guerrilla Theatrepp. 312

2See L M. Bogad, (2005)Electoral Guerrilla Theatre: 5 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0_5WpULOWXo
Radical social movementsondon: Routledge.



used these opportunities to draw attention to the
inherent power structures of representative
democracy. They used the platform to mailany

of the key anarchist critiques of representative
democracy, including the promotion of anti
hierarchical, extrgarliamentary action. Appearing
alongside establishment candidates, including the
soon to be Prime Minister Theresa May, they could
voicetheir hatred directly at the political ruling
classt

Guerrilla activism,unlike theSinn Fein option

does not seek to become the main representatives
of the views of others. It also rejects notions of
legitimacy through parliamentary processes. It
prioritises the actions of the oppressed acting for

Party advantage). Might guerrilla activists be used,
or accused of behaving, in a similar fashion?

There are a number of replies. First, for more
consistent guerrilla
votes and indeed carry an alvgienist message,
this is not a problem as real power lies outside of
parliament and thus whoever wins is largely
immaterial. For those still worried by the
interpretation potentially placed on standing
guerrilla candidates by those with only a partial
understanding of the tactic, there are further
responses and modifications of the method. For
instance, where the two major competing parties
are largely similar, allowing one to win over the
other provides no significant disadvantage.

act

themselves, outside of parliament and independent Alternatively, guerrila activists might avoid

of any managerial class (see Bone 2015, Ross

standing in places where there is a genuinely tight

2015). Andy Bennetts, Cilacebedweala pafpable ama lesberdvit e f or
Lichfield, used his cangd,datRA e droBibnfs ith tgleffiaV' t

local paper to gXicitly call for people not to vote, activism Fi r st some of Cl as
including for himself As such this guerrilla candi dates, to Benneeart 6s

method does not seek to get people elected and
does not create the hierarchy of representative
represented that is central to Bi@n Fein option
Instead it uses of th@pportunity of election to
advance the abstentionist critique of standard
democratic politics.

At first sight,guerrilla activismi like the Sinn

Fein option- appears to be in tension witksser
evilism The guerrilla activist is drawing electoral
support from the lesser evil candidate, opening the
way for the greater evil to win. Tacticians for
orthodox political parties are aware of this, and try

to use it for their advantage, such that supporters of

one party will sometimes secretly provide support
for a third party, with an apparently rival ideology,
so that the third party will take vital votes away
from their main opponent. For instance,
Republicarfunders, like Bernie Marcus, assisted
Green candidates in marginal stét@ee too, the
suspiciousehaviour of thé.iteral Democratsn

the 1994 European election amdiependent Green
Voice(whose ballot logo emphasised the word

Green and appeared higher up the ballot paper that

the Scottish Green Party) who took vital votes from
Liberal Democrats ahGreens (to Conservative

1 Bigger, Class War at the General Electiopp. 21314.
2Ross, (2015). ¢6éCandidate
ahead of general electionbo,
<http://lichfieldlive.co.uk/2015/04/7/candidaténsists
voting-isntthe-answeraheaedof-generalelection> last
accessed 7 August 2021.

3J. Bigger (2015). Personal Interview

4 Maggie Haberman, Danny Hakim and Nick Corasaniti
6How Republicans Are Trying

to be offering policy solutions, such as a mansion
tax, duty free beer and the doubling social security
benefits> which suggested a return to social
democracy. Other Class War candidates, such as
Bigger, suggest these policy slogans were only
offeredup as part of the satirical features of the
campaign and as a way of opening up a dialogue
with voters® but many more members of the
electorate would see what appears to be reformist
demands without being engaged in the wider
discussion that deconstraghem.

Secondly, as anarchist critics from an abstentionist
position point out, to stand seven candidates in a
general election meant that Class War had to pay
the state £3,500 in deposits. This was because their
overall vote was too small to reach tegdl where
these would be returned (the most successful
candidate in electoral terms was the one most
explicit in calling for no one to vote and he did not
achieve one twentieth of the electoral support
needed to save his deposit). Abstentionists argue
tha this money and more importantly the time

and effort in running an electoral campaign

would have been better directed towards direct
action campaignsBoneds response

Their AdNeaYorkdighe2d September 2020. <

i n Bttpss//vwew.nfititnes LdmR@20/092 2/us/polititshyregrig- n s w e

répubticanshavekinschtml>i ve 7 Apri |l 2015.
5> Bigger,Class War at the General Electiop. 135.

6 Bigger, Interview.

"See Phil Dickens (20416). O0AnN

parl i ament arbjbcoml ectorali smobéb
http://libcom.org/library/afterthougkextraparliamentary
electoralism dast achessé@Mag2016. Party t o



arguments is if there was meaningful extra attempt to annoy the public, rather than attack the
parliamentary action going othen it would be a power and authority of the bosses. The task is to
waste of resource to direct it towards an election  clarify as clearly as possible, tloe intended
campaign but there was in 2015 (and indeed in audience, the objective being prefigured through
2021) no such alternativeThe guerrilla the action, not necessarily to abandon the tactic.
participations was a way of publicising and
enhancing what little was going on, like squatting
and campaigns against Poor Doors (separate,
inferior entrances for social housing tenants in
mixed housing units).

There is also the problem thguerrilla activism

itself is hierarchical, even if the aim is not to win
an elected position. The tactic reaqsrthat

attention is centred on the individual candidates
and the role of others is largely to passively vote
Floaker a longstanding member of the Anarchist  for them. This creates a fame economy, where the

Federation in Scotland, argues that standing candidate is the most important figliréhe centre
candidates damages the possibility for direabact  of attentioni for transmitting the anarchistitique

i as it appears to support constitutional of statecentred democracy and the capitalist
engagememtFor Fl oaker , | i ke sygtanminproteats. Theneeudite bisa MeKendies
revolutionary syndicalist period, there is no need  provides a significant example. McKenzie stood as
for parliamentary action, direct action by the the Class War candidate against one of the main
oppressed is sufficient and parliamentary action is architects of austerity, the right wing Conservative
unnecesary or a distraction. In support of (and former party leader) lain Duncan Smith.

FIl oakerds contenti on, t Althoughyrpaetise wotér arid eesearcherinBer g g e

regarded as 6direct act ownnght Lisagained additbrvabmediaeatentiom C
War 6s el ection campai g npasglebecauseni leehcandidaoysircluding e

symbolic actiori shouting slogané rather than Guardian, THE&andSky NewsEven though she
prefiguring different typs of practice that embody has moved on from Céa War and espouses causes
freer, more equal and more exciting social and arguments which are not necessarily Class
relationships, even allowing for some fluidity inthe War 6 s, because of her el
distinction between symbolic and direct actfon. linked by many people to Class War and thus they

Howe v er , cagifogealeetorad engagement  to her changed positiofd8igger records that being
was also that it made explicit to new audiences the highly positioned withinlie fame economy brings

case for direct action and helped promote and significant disadvantages including he and his
normalise it. His election campaign gave family being targeted by the tabloid press, with
precedence to the asgoor door and squatting intrusive questions about his background and out of
movements as assaults on gentrificafidimese context extractions from his social medighere

types of direct action took precedence over are mental health implications foeing at the
electioneering for a candidate. centre of a campaign, which then comes to a

Whilst Floaker accepts that guerrilla activism is grlnd!ng halt.c.)nce the count is Over, Wh”.e they
del i berately mocking th @maénlldgngﬂtame&aﬁggts, for Fepclionaries FO% S
concern is that not everyone will see it as satire. years'to come.

Therearegoodreasss t o0 support Flhevedaska@assbge reply to the criticism. It
position. If the Internet has demonstrated anything, acknowledges that guerrilla actimunavoidably

it is that not everyone will recognise irony or get hierarchical, but then hierarchy is not, and cannot

the joke. However, this can be mitigated by be, entirely absent from direct action either. Each
candidates making their satirical position clearer. It form of direct action will raise particular persons,
should also be added thatyaactic is open to groups or sections of society to prominence and the

being misconstrued. Strike action, which Floaker temptation, especially by thossed to seeing
supports, is often misinterpreted as selfish or an  problems and solutions in terms of leadanst

'an Bone, O6An Anar chiStike9:Gu i tBigger. mteridwe ct i oneer i ngo,

245, 6 See for instance Brixton Buzz <
2Fl oaker. 2015. 6This i s wh a httpsd/evmdbdxtombazy.com/204 H0d/demalitidseyBué ,
Glasgow Anarchist Federation, 19 May 2015, estatenextlocalcouncillorshousingactivistsresearchers

<https://glasgowanarchists.wordpress.com/2015/03/19/this  andjournalistsdiscusslambethpolicy/>; see also Bigger
is-whatdemocracylookslike/> last accessed 8 August 2021. Class War at the General Electiop. 309.

3 BiggerClass War at the éneral Electionpp. 389. " Bigger Class War at the General Electignp. 25154.

4 See for instance Biggetlass War at the General Election 8 BiggerClass War at the General Electigmp. 30910.
pp. 823.



followers, will make them represent the totality of  deliberately guerrilla form. This would involve
the cause. Strike action raises the strike organisers making e&plicit in their main election material and

to prominence, green direct action puts those engagements with voters, the critique of the
making most effective and expgatching disuption representative state and the oppressive institutions
at the forefront. that constituté and are maintained by

government. It needs to make plain its rejection of
the ordergiver/ ordertaker, representative
represented hierarchies and thus its lack of interest
in vote-gathering. Guerrilla electorialism is most
consistent with anarchism when it prioritises the
importance of pertinent direct action rather than

There is a risk of activist burnout with these
methods in direct (prefigurative) methods and
guerrilla electorasm. What it points to is the need
for better mutual support and setire not a

blanket rejection of these tactics. The task is to
make practices as diverse, mutually beneficial and
antirepresentational as possible. Taking

action is about building commah Taking action is about bU|Id|ng
supportive social activities and organisatior communal, supportive social
that are as antierarchical, effective and . o

enjoyable as possible. Guerrilla activism, a: activities and organisations that

it restricts hierarchy more than the other are as anti  -hierarchical, effective

models of electoral engagement, can opere d eni bl iol
and develop in this way, gscially when and enjoyable as possible.

ugeq in concert wit‘h and gives appropriate electoral action, bothy providing specific actions
priority toT more direct methods. 6constituentsd can part.i

Anarchist abstentionists fear a slippery slope whereadvantages of direct action and prefigurative
guerrilla activism becomes a more prominent and Organisation in general.

reified form of theSinn Fein optionwith a party Such a tactic should be used sporadically, not least
structureand set c_)f rules_ (formal and mfo_rmal) because satire is not funny or engaging when the
based on promoting their spokgspeoplg in electoral jokeis old and expected. But by using it

campaigns which then merges into social intermittently it also underlines that, unlike in
democracy This results in the organisation _ radical social democracy and to a lesser extent with
morphing into the preapitalist, prestate and anti the Sinn Fein optionemancipatory change does
autonomous action partiestbie main forms of not occur primarily through engaging with the

social democracy (as the horizontalist parties are hierarchy of the stater party organisations. Using
doing). These are not fallacious fears, as noted  {hjs method infrequently also undermines the fame

above there are pressures on electoral engagementaconomy, where a small cabal of candidates start to
that generate moves into this reformist direction, represent the diverse and changing movement.

but there may be forms of anarctgserrilla Where activists use this method, they should learn

activism that caii and doi avoid falling down the  fom the examples of the gaimcluding

slope. identifying risks to candidates and the need for
Concluding bit mutual caré. Those who have undertaken this

tactic are usually willing to share their knowledge
and skills, being equally aware of the strengths and
pitfalls, the personal costs and thrillssofch a form

of participation. If former Corbynistas are drawn to
anarchism, their experiences of electioneering can
be used for selectivguerrilla activismand, like
former engagers in constitutionalism such as
Proudhon and Mann before them, in updathng
general anarchist critique of representative, state
democratic action.

Not all anarchist engagements with electoralism are
the same. Here | have outlined four, as they apply
largely to representative state elections, rather than
examine engageents in direct democracy such as
state referendum'swhilst the abstentionist
arguments against electoyqarticipationare
compelling and remain pertinent, there are,
nonetheless, forms of Anarchist engagements with
electioneering which can be largely consisteiti
anarchist principles, especially when they take a

I For an interesting critical account of astate activist Bella Caledonia28th August 2012 <

engagement in the Scottish Independence referendum, see https://bellacaledonia.org.uk/2012/08/28/csisapitalism

Leigh French and Gordon Asher (201 6 Gor don A sahdéndepemdedcel oct ri nes/ >. See too
Leigh French on SYooTuhbed s h | n doefp eAndaernccheiés,t Engagement 0.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A3y_6aG6bxc> and 2 Bigger 2021, fn 15. p.80; pp.3a9D.

(2012) O6Crises Capitalism and I ndependence Doctrinesbéd,



Sam Dolgoff: Ideas

Jeff Stein

Sam Dolgoff is perhaps best
remembered for his books about
anarchist historyBakunin on
Anarchism, The Anarchist
Collectives,The CubarRevolution: A
Critical PerspectiveandFragments.
These books were about the ideas @
an important figure in the origin of
the anarchist movement, the
experience of worker self
management during the Spanish Civ
War and Revolution, the repression
of the Cuban anarchists by Fidel
Castro and his Marxidteninist
regi me, and Samb lcaemplicated any orgasation
IWW and US anarchists, becomes, the greater the need
respectively. Sam Dolgoff, however, Sam Dolgoff (1902 -1990 ) to get flexibility and

management. Society is
increasingy interdependent,
and it would be difficult, if not
impossible, to return to a
primitive condition of isolated
nations, not to mention
isolated tribes or village©n

the other hand, trying to
coordinate everything from a
central administration, whether
we are talking of a government
bureaucracy or a large
corporation, is unmanageable.
The larger and more

was also an activist who tried to find cooperation by allowing
solutions to current social problems and how changes to be made by smaller orgations on he
anarchism might be applied in the future. local level.

Dolgoff contributed severalriminal ideas in his ABourgeoi s economists
writing for the journalsVanguard Views and administrators like Peter Drucker, Gunnar
CommentsFreedom Interrogations Libertarian Myrdal. John Kenneth Galbraith, Daniel
Labor Reviewnow AnarcheSyndicalist Revie)y Bell, etc., nowfavoura large measure of

and others. Some of these ideas were developed decentrakation not because they suddenly
into pamphlets. Among his better known ideas are became anarchists, but primarilgdause

1) that the increasing complexity of society technology has rendered anarchistic forms
requires decentrightion and local self of organsation operational necessities. But
management, 2) that advanced information and the bourgeois reformers have yet to learn
communications technology makes anarchist forms that as long as these orggational forms

of organsation possible, 3) that the incorporation are tied to the state or capitalism, which

of thelabourmovementmto the capitalist welfare connotes the monopoly of politicahd

state has led to the growth of union bureaucracy economic power, decentrsdtion will

and produced a rardnd file revolt that could remain a fraud a more efficient device to
revive anarcheyndicalist and revolutionary enlist the cooperation of the masses in their
tendencies, and 4) that the natitate and own ens | dkedalevante.ofdo (
Anati onal | i ber atdamsofo i s n Anarchasm to Bddére Sotigtyy e m

resisting imperialism and global capitalism but

: o Workers are only too aware of this conflict
leads to new regimes of exploitation.

between the need for autonomy at the point of
I n AiThe Relevance of Anpradection andthe constdhbirdesfaremce of

Societyo, Dol gof f f i r st ignorant mamageérsand chpéalists framcabornec e p t
that anarchists oppose orggation. Pointing to the  Coordination between departments, industries, and
classical anarcht thinkers, as well as ti@bour communities could be bettachieved under

federations and ecoperative associations inspired  democratic worker control, i.e., setfanagement.
by anarchism, Sam shows that anarchism is based Industrial engineers and scientists, who have
upon the orgasational forms of federalism, studied the problem, frequently come to the same
decentrakation, local autonomy, and self conclusion. As Dolgoff points out, the anarchists
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have always recogged that workers have the flowed [and] wielded the whip by which the

ability to run the economy since the days of the individual was hel d i
First International and earlier. WiIIiam H. Read of McGiII University
- . . : the o
ATh I r r n rin ?
° | bertaria P ¢ op|ng WI the pro%lem c%coor(?’natlcmn

control [has not been] invalidated by
changes in the composition of the work
force or in the nature of work itself. With or
without automation, the economic structure
of the new society must be based on-self
administration by the people directly
involved in economic functions. Under
automation millions of highly trained
technicians, engineers, scientists, educators,
etc., who are alregdrgansed into local,
regional, national and international

a changing society will be found in new
arrangements of power which sharply break
with bureaucratic tra
Faunce (School of Industrial and Labor
Relations, Michigan State University)
predicts that Athe in
procesing made possible by computers

would eliminate the need for complex
organsations characteristic of
bureaucracies. 0

federations will freely circulate Sam Dolgoff, however, was not so naive as to
information, constantly improving both the  believe these changes would take place by
guality and availability of goods and themselves. In order to make worker self

services and developing new products for managemerguccessful will require the help of

new n@kedslavance of Anarchigm technicians, engineers and scientists willing to side
Modern Society with the working class against the common enemy,
the capitalists and bureaucrats, and willing to teach
their skil-tsltardphéet | b
without trying to dominate them.

If anything, advances in computers and
communications technology have only made the
anarchist forms of org@sation of the future easier

to setup and function. Information and data can be Many scientific and technical workers are
transferred almost instantaneously from one unhappy. Quite a few whom | interviewed
comnunity to another, one workplace to another, complain that nothing is so maddening as to
allowing all to take part in those decisions which stand helplessly by while ignoramuses who
affect them. Direct polling can help regional and do not even understand the language of
industrial federations work out plans to take into science dictate the directi of research and
account local preferences and needs. As Dolgoff development. They are particularly

pointed ouin his essayModern Technology and outraged that their training and creativity
Anarchism are exploited to design and improve

increasingly destructive war weapons and
other antisocial purposes. They are often
compelled, on pain of dismissal, torfoegm
monotonous tasks and are not free to
exercise their knowledge. These frustrated
professional workers already outnumber

A major obstacle to the establishment of a
free society is the ajpervading

bureaucratic machinery of the state and the
industrial, commercial and financial
corporations exercising de facto control
over the oprations of society. Bureaucracy

| g d
i's an unmitigated paras ?%lf on%.
In his important workFuture Shoclélvin manua?workers rap|§ly displaced !)y

Toffler concludes that: mqg?rq]teclgnalqg%%{lqp%ﬁjtge ngdge

the great mass of men performing routine receptie to our ideas If intel gen ly an
tasks and operatioiis- precisely these realistically presented. We must go all out

tasks and opations that the computer and to reach them(Modern Technology and

automation do better than mén can be Anarchism)

performedbyself egul at i ng maDolgoff maxle these remarks with tladoour

thus doing away with bureaucratic movement in mind. Sam Dolgoff was a member of
organsat i oné f ar fr om f theslhdestrial Workens of the Warld (WW), and an
of automationoncivikat i on é a ut cadmarér of the anarcheyndicalist union in Spain,
leads to the overthrow [of ¢h power laden the ConfederacidiNacional del Trabaj¢CNT).
bureaucracies through which authority The | WW advocated frevol
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unioni smo that al/l What We Stand For
same industry should belong to the sam Libertarian League (1955)

union regartess of skill, department, or
profession so that strikes could be Two great power blocs struggle for world domination. Neither of thes

: : represents the true interests and welfare of Humanity. Their conflict
SquI?r.ted by all Worke[S .In th.at industry threatens mankindvith atomic destruction. Underlying both of these
ma K i n g _an ninjury blocs are institutions that breed exploitation, inequality and oppressiq
all . o The |1 WW al so

. o . Without trying to legislate for the future we feel that we can indicate
replacing capitalism with worker self

: the general lines along which a solution to these protderan be
management of the entire econom@eT | tound.

_Spa”',Sh CNT p.ut many 0,f these same The exploitative societies of today must be replaced by a new liberta|
ideas into practice when in response to | worid which will proclaing, Equal freedom for all in a free socialist
military coup in 1936, the workers took | societycd CNESR2Y¢ gAGK2dzi &2 O0AL £ AQ Y
over a large portion of the economy and & { 2 OA I £ A & dedomgskofakeialzi T NJ

organsed it into collectives and The monopoly of power which is the state must be replaced by a
communes. Dolgoff wrote a book about| worldwide federation of free communities, labour councils and/or
the Spanish RevolutioiThe Anarchist cooperatives operating according to the principles of free agreement

Collectives and was aware of the need The government of men must be repkd by a functional society based
for technical and scientific support for | °n the administration of things.

these efforts to be successful. Centralism which means regimentation from the top down must be

_ replaced by federalism which means cooperation from the bottom ug
At the time Dolgoff wrote about the The Libertarian League will not accept the old squtitical clichés but
f’inarChlS_t C0||eCt|VeS_, very little will boldly explore new roads while examining anew the old
information was available about the movements, drawing from them all, that which time and experience H

successful application of anarchist ideag proven to be valid.
in Spain and elsewhere. The IWW had
been in decline for a number of years, and anarcho
syndicalist unions Wich had existed in Spain and
several other countries had been destroyed by
Fascism and Stalinism. Rather than rebuild the . .
antrauthoritarian wing of theabourmovement, mass revolts C.’f the fa"“.‘”df"e Om!'”a!ry

the postwar anarchist movement was swept up by members against the triple exploitation of
the fiNew Anarchismd. The N%Wbo&rﬁ%q@%rﬁqy,ghe employers and
ignored working class struggles and instead looked the regimentation of the State. The myth of

to protest movements, the youth coustelture, the happy uncomplaining American worker
and other issues. The problem with the New satisfied W't.h his [or her] lot is not

Anarchism, as Dolgoff saw it, was not that these sustaine d (Noges fbriae fact
issues were unimportant, but that none of these D'SCU.SS'On on the Regeneration of the
movements hathe same potential of a social American Labor Movement

revolution, of replacing capitalism and the state, as The late 1960s through the ear§8Ds, was a

the indisputable degeneration of tabour
movement, the pessimists underestimate or
ignore an equally formidable and more
important development: the spontaneous

had the earlier wor ker s gerioohof iuengreus wildcat ktfikesamda&anflicts] s m
was still relevant, how to get there? Had the not only with employers, but against union leaders
capitalists, by buying off thiabourmovement with  and in defiance dabourlaws. These conflicts

welfare reforms and conmerism, completely were similar to those which had created the IWW
ended its revolutionary potential? and anarchayndicalist unions before, and Dofg

AThe incorpor atlamww ofW }hehogpor%umtg forirepuilding a similar
Movement into thé.abourEront of the movement. Un or';unately, th_e opportunity passed,
emerging American welfare capitalist State, th_e_young anarchists of the time were either not
plus the alarming extent to which W'"'ng or not prepared t(_) do the h_ard .
bureaucracy and corruptidrall the vices organsational work required to build revolutionary
of capitalist society infects the unions has syndicalist orgarsations. Whatever energy there
had a devastating effect upon the morale of Was for making changes in ti@ourmovement

the antitotalitarian left and undermined was misdirected into orgamg for the business

faith in the revolutionary capacity of the unions, poIitica_ll parties or replaci_ng the old
labourmo v e me In fightfully stressing bureaucrats with new ones. Yet times and
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conditions change, and we are beginningge The anarchist alternative to nationalism is a

another upsurge of rebellion in the ranks. Once libertarian, stateless federation of various
again, Sam Dol goff 6s s ugg e pebplepwith all btlzet peaplasattre waorld.t s
make an effort to rebuild our unions based on To survive and grow, the fluid, ever

direct action and worker satianagement, changingassociations which constitute
deserves serious consideration. natural communities, must be constantly

renewed and enriched by free association
with equally free communities. The free
associations must transcend the unalterable
artificial boundaries erected by the state.

Sam Dolgoff also contributed to archist thinking
about national liberation movements and global
capitalism. Contrary to the Marxikeninists and
others on the left who uncritically supported
nationalist movements, as long as they claimedto Sa m Do | ggedtidn®fer pepples wishing to
be fAsocialisto and emer e free thansebvesifrangthe émpeérialisnm ofglobap o w
Dolgoff pointed out the need to beepticalof such capitalism and the power politics of natistates
claims. In his bookThe Cuban Revolution: A bear a striking resemblance to the revolt of the
Critical PerspectiveDolgoff shared the history of ~ Rojavans in the Syrian region of the Middle East,
the Cuban anarchist movement and how they had and in many ways anticipad the ideas of Murray
resisted the forces of not only US imperialism, but Bookchin.

also the Communist Party which had allied itself
with the Batista regime. However, when Castro and
Guevara took over, they ned on the anarchists During the past year, a number of veterans of the
and other revolutionaries and threw their former ~ anarchist movement and the IWW, including many
comrades into prison, and made an alliance with ~ past associates of Sam Dolgoff and Esther (Miller)
the Communists and the former military. Worker ~ Dolgoff have orgaised an educationatstitute to

The Sam and Esther Dolgoff Institute

selfmanagement or democratic control of the keep their ideas alive. The Mission Statement of

economy was not part of the Castro agenda, wh  the Institute reads, in part:

instead adopted the Bolshgvik model of state The SamandEstherDolgoff Institute

bureaucracy and state capltalls_m. !Z)olgoff further bringstheir ideasinto the 21stcenturyto

deyeloped thesg obs.ervatlons in his pamphlet, presentnanarchisandanarchesyndicalist

Third World Nationalism and the State: view of contemporangocialconcerns.
There is an unbridgeable difference First, the Institutewill preserveand
between the concept of the natistat as promotetheir manycontributionsto
against natural communities. The natural literatureaboutanarchismanarche
community, a confluence of human beings, syndicalism anti-fascism,andcritiquesof
with a common history, a common Marxismandstatesocialism.Secondthe
language and cultural background, springs Institutewill supportprogramsgventsand
from free social -al | i an eoeferanceshaexploetheralevageef f
determination is by no means synonymous anarchisideastoday.Third, the Institute
with the intenal freedom of individuals, will supportthe publicationof the Anarche
groups and communities, Native regimes in SyndicalistReview,which chronicles
iliberatedo i ndependent costemparaganarchesyadicalism | e s s
despotic and no less corrupt than are their internationally andwhich Samco-founded
former rulersé-Nor i s nunderthenameof LibestarianLabor
determination synonymous with social Review Fourth,the Institutewill issue
revolution, During the Sgnish Civil War occasionapapersandpublicationsto
(19361939) both the quasndependent ensurebroadaccesgo contemporary
Catalonian Generalidad and the Basque anarchisindanarchesyndicalistideasand
regime made common cause with their approaches.

erstwhile enemy, the Central Republican  anarchists AnarcheSyndicalistsandWobblies
Government and the capitalists, to extirpate \yhq areinterestedn thework of the Instituteor
the revolutionary anarchsyndicalist form informationcancontactus at:

Geneal Confederation ofabour(CNT)

and to crush the libertarian revolution. Sam and Esther Dolgoff Institute,

P. O. Box 8341,
2001 N. Mattis Avenue, Champaign, Illinois 61821
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Anarchist Communism

Sam Weiner (pen

-name of Sam Dolgoff)

Vanguard: A Libertarian Communist Journduly; AugustSeptember, November 1932

The fast apmraching downfall of capitalism, as shown
by the worldwide economic debacle, is driving men to
think about a new social order. It is generally admitted,
even by conservatives, that capitalism is on its last legs.
The greatest confusion prevails as to wiaidd be

done. Many sacalled remedies are suggested, ranging
from earnest prayer as recommended by the Pope, to
fifty -seven varieties of dictatorshipas urged by

Fascists, Communists, and Socialists.

The proposed remedies while
differing in many respés,
possess one quality which is
common to all. They are based

A social system which
does not provide for the

of the stateo must result
bureaucracy and the oppressed masses. It would lead to
a socialrevolution. The State cannot conduct the
economic life of Society ithe interests of all. The State
cannot lose its class character. The abolition of
capitalism is not sufficient as long as the State and its
bureaucracy are maintained. The new social order must
be based on entirely different principles. The need for a
sodal philosophy which will avoid the pitfalls of state
centralisation is becoming more and more pressing in
the face of the evegrowing
tendencies toward dictatorship of
one type or another. Anarchism

is the only Social theory capable

of filling this need Anarchism

upon an abiding faith that development of the aims to establish a society in
governmentan remedy all evils.  ;n+iidual is a failure. A which the economic activities
They would extend the functions ) will be conducted by voluntary

of the State. The State would social system based groups and federations. It aims to

control and operate all the
industries, would regulate the
distributionof commodities,
determine the conditions of
labour, monopolise the sources
of information and
enlightenment schools,
newspapers, radio, etc. It would
thrust itself into the life of every
individual. No one would dare
guestion its authority.

The delegaon of power into the but also of the
hands of an albmnipotent State

cannot solve the problems which

are facing the working clagsthe problems of
exploitation, of monopoly, of inequality, of suppression
of the individual. The State bureaucracy constitutes a
class intself. This privileged class, not being engaged
in productive labour, must be supported by the workers.
The tremendous waste, inefficiency, and corruption of
preseniday government is well known. How much
greater would this burden become, how much more
entrenched would this bureaucracy become, should the
powers of the State be multiplied a thousésid?

The growth of a bureaucratic class endowed with
special privileges must give rise to inequality. The
interests of those who rule, and the interests afeho
who are ruled cannot be reconciled. The people finding
themselves reduced to mere tools in the hands of the al
enveloping State machine would be compelled to chec
the evergrowing power of the bureaucracy. The
Contradictions inherent in state socialigar from
being solved through

t he

upon exploitation and
oppression cannot allow
for the fullest
development of the
individual. We therefore
believe in the abolition
not only of Capitalism

institute mutual agreement in
place of coercion as the guiding
principle of human life. The
development of the individl
should be the sole aim of social
life. A social system which does
not provide for the development
of the individual is a failure. A
social system based upon
exploitation and oppression
cannot allow for the fullest
development of the individual.
We theefore believe in the
abolition not only of Capitalism
but also of the State.

State.

Society is an organic whole intricately connected and
bound by a thousand ties. Should one organ fail to
function it will immediately affect the others. The
tremendous complexity and interdependence of social

life is leading to communism. Communism is ateyn
whereby industry is operated for the benefit of the

whole of society. Society must be conducted upon the
basisofi Fr om each according to
each accor di MNgman bas the rightto e e d
monopolise that which generations of nteve

laboured to produce. The combined efforts of all are
necessary in order to produce the means of life,
consequently all are entitled to share alike that which all

Ihave laboured to produce. There is no room in such a
K society for privilege, inequalityradictatorship.

Anarchistcommunism combines freedom and equality.
One is indispensable to the other.

met aphysical AWi t hering aw
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The economic life of society should be conducted by  The question of the economic structure of the future
those who are actually engaged in industry, through co society will be further developed in the next article,
operatives, industrial unions, federations &oluntary which will also deal with the tactics to be pursued in
societies of all kinds and for all purposes. The needs of realising our Ideal.

mankind are so infinitely varied, the I

specific problems affecting a given

industry or locality are so different that AYAA NGUAR? In the previous article, | stated that the
no single body, be it a bureaucratic —— —————— ————  tremendos complexity and

wer Bovndway, Now ¥

R e Al

state or a centralised admingive Ve 1N Vv Ser—n 3 s Cowe interdependence of social life is leading
agency, can ascertain and efficiently to Communism.

attend to the needs of society, even if
government would be impartial and
wholly disinterested which it is not anc
cannot be. An alkeeing omnipotent
governmental bureaucracy in P i, e s b
Washington, cannot work the minies Moo
Pennsylvania, or drill oil wells in Tho s e
Oklahoma, or can fruit in California.

Only the people who do the work, whc

are intimately acquainted with the bt
needs of a given industry or communit Ao

can successfully solve the problems el
that constantly present themses. The

economic structure must be based upon the fullest
possible amount of local autonomy and independent
action. The economic basis of society must correspond
to life itself, must reflect its many sidedness and its
varied interests. This can be dondyomhen every

group and every individual if free to conduct his affairs
in accordance with his needs. The decentralisation of ~ Agriculture has long since ceased to depend upon
functions in the hands of those directly concerned will ~ archaic methods of cultivation. The introduction of
ensure freedom for the producers, and will prevent the laboursaving machinery, the great contributions of
monopoly, oppressig and inefficiency which are the chemistry in increasing the fertility of the sail, the
distinguishing characteristics of centralised institutions. facilities for storingand transporting perishable foods

has made possible the cultivation of tremendous areas at
a minimum of human labour. Gigantic farms covering
thousands of acres are too well known to require further
description. The rationalisation of agriculture is spgll

the doom of individualised farming and is placing the
industry on a par with any other in technique and
efficcigncy.

The production of steel, for example, is
. dependent upon the production of iron
Liderah ore, coal, machinery, railroad
transportation, etc., whereas iron ore,
coal, machinery or railroad
trarsportation is impossible without the
production of steel. The curtailment or
suspension of operation of any industry
immediately affects the others. The
harmonious relationships of one
industry to another are indispensable to
social life. Production of anarticle is

no longer the individual task of a single
artisan, but is the task of the whole of society. The
evolution of industry shows a distinct tendency toward
the coordination and integration of human effort. This
change is well illustrated in the ddepment of
agriculture.

-

An examination of preseftay society will show the
extent to which voluntary association and mutual co
operation are responsible for all that is constructive in
modern life. The voluntary scientific societies of all
types, without which the wonders of modern life would
be impossible, the voluntary educational societies,
producer sO a rperativesplabaume r s 6

unions, mutual benefit associations, and s@seof all The growth of tenant farming, the inability of the

types embracing every field of human endeavour are  individual farmer to pay heavy taxes and mortgages
indispensable to social life. Social life is impossible imposed by the capitalist and thiate is placing the
without mutual agreement. The need for mutual co land in the hands of the bankers, leaving the

operation is so great that even centuries of dispossessed farmer in the same position as any other
governmental oppression and {aghe have &en unable unemployed worker. The banking interests are

to crush them. Recent history fully bears out the establishing huge farms operating upon the principle of

contention that government is absolutely helpless in any mass production. If a conflict afterests between the
emergency, that only the creative impetus of the massespetty landed proprietor and the industrial worker exists,

is capable of responding to such situations. The the antagonism is being liquidated by the rationalisation
abolition of the State and Cagitan will release the of agriculture and the expropriation of the land into the
masses from the dead weight of exploitation and hands of the seame class that controls the other basic

oppression. Voluntary associations, increased in scope industries.

and united by the impetus of ”.‘”t”a' necessity, WQUId berhe present development of society is due to the-inter
free to develop. The constructive genius of mankind dependence of industry

would regenerate the cal-organism.
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The natural relations between producers and consumersassociation of American Engineers, the American
are distorted by production for profit instead of for use. Association of Railway Manays, Trade Associations

The contradiction between private ownership and embracing practically every phase of industry
monopoly, and the social nature of production is one of voluntarily congregate and discuss the problems
the principle factors in the breakdown of capitalism. affecting the administration and development of their

Society must own and control industry. Society is being various industries. They publish trade journals, conduct
impelled to adopt communism as the economic form of research bureaus, etc. Tihindings are not binding or
the new society. compulsory. They act as a clearing house of information

Production under AnahistCommunism will be for mutual benefit.

conducted by the workers themselves through their own The actual problems of administration of industry must
organisations. The workers would be organised into be differentiated from the question of exploitation of
industrial unions. The basic unit of production would be industry. Administration requires th@ntary

the factory council which would choose a factory association of trade bodies and groups for the purpose
committee composed tfie representatives of the of exchanging suggestions, and applying scientific
various departments to undertake the task of methods to the production of commaodities. The
administration and cordination. Frequent meetings exploitative function in industry demands a rigid

between the workers and the factory committee would centralisation based upon coercion. In otdegxploit,

give the benefit of the experience of all the workers for it is necessary to keep the workers in ignorance, and to
the better executiorf ¢the work at hand. The rotation of  maintain an army of overseers whose function consists
workers on the factory committee would develop their  in seeing to it that the last ounce of energy is squeezed
capacities to understand the problems of productionandout of t he workers. Worker
would preclude the possibility of any group cannot go hand in hawdth exploitation.

monopolising their functions. The removal of exploitative functions of industry

The fullest amount of local autononaould automatically increases the scope and creative impetus
characterise each unit. The abolition of a centralised, of the trade bodies. The energy and resourcefulness of
coercive institution, and its inevitable abuse of power, mankind is directed toward constructive channels. It is

the abolition of the wage system, the abolition of not dissipated andavped in applying these abilities for
inequality and privilege destroys the leading motives for the purpose of devising better ways of exploiting
oppression. The factory canittees would act only in mankind. In advocating these principles, we extend the
an advisory capacity. No agency could be better constructive tendencies in modern industry and at the

acquainted with the needs and methods of production same time eliminate the destructive features which are
than those who are actually doing the work. Having no chacteristic of capitalistic production.

fear of being fired by th The gr(?ol%rﬁgfdis?ribu%o% in %nhA?ia{[rchéb%rﬁu%istt he

g;ﬁi izrr:;/z\tc(lerrl]ri]r?ig(tjrﬁlér?ntigalé?gefg(\e/;f&g%? gain by Society would be successfully solved by an extensive
’ system of consumersé soci e

gg;npeerg?éj vt\’/?;;h:r']recgr:g?;;? interests, if by no other, to operatives of all types which would reflect the myriad
P ' needo f manki nd. -ofecativesuwwvouldr s 6 ¢«

The factory councils of a given industry would elect undertake the work of distribution. Agricultural-co
representatives to the regiomae d er at i on o f opevativekwouldsuddertake the task of supplying farm
councils in their industry. These regional councils and dairy produce. The numerous class of artisans and

would coordinate the work for that area. They would in handicraft workers which cannot fit into the general
turn choose delegates to the national and international plan of a socialised industry could freely combine into
union of their industry. The functions of these bodies  artels. Housing societies, medical and health

would be to sggest ways and means of improving the  associations, ett.each of the various eoperatives
guality or quantity of work, to establish technical would be federated into national and international
schools, to gather and publish statistical material, to bodies similar in structure to that of the inttizd

conduct laboratories, etc. The congress of regional or  unions. Local, national, and international confederations
national industrial unions would, like the factory of co-operative societies would harmonise the work of
committees, act only in an advisory capacity. It would  the various ceperatives. Being in direct touch with the
not possess the power to compel any group to abide by needs of the people, they would be able to accurately
their suggestions any more than scientific associations gauge the quantity of conuodities to be consumed and
can compel any of its members to accept its findings.  would thereby supply the necessary statistics for a

They merely submit them for discussidine planned economy.
33?5:%?@0]: their conclusions depends solely upon The fact that over fifty million people are now in the co

operative movement and that the movement attained
The present administration of industry contains many  such proportions in spite of the determined oppmsit
examples of the principle of the suggestive body. The of the state and the capitalists only serves to illustrate
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the vitality of the principle of voluntary association.

Society is in reality nothing more than the grouping of
individuals for the satisfaction of human needs. The
state and the exploiter aagparasitic growth upon the
social body. They are no more beneficial than a cancer.

The various organs of production and distribution meet
in the free commune. The commune is the unit which
reflects the interest of all. Through the commune the
connection between the various associations is
achieved. The commune, through its bodies, plans
production to satisfy its needs. It utilises all the

resources at its command. It
endeavours to eliminate wast
It is the exchange bureau
wherein the particular service
of each is made available to
all. In the commune, the
ifactory hand
function in capitalistic society
is to turn bolt No.29 would
become a MAN. For the city
and the country would
combine to give each person
the opportunity to achieve tha
balance and variety of pursuit
which makes for a healthy
mind. Agriculture and
manufactumg would go hand
in hand. The factory would
move to the people instead of
the people moving to the
factory. The development of
electricity instead of steam, in

The Bakuninist faction
advocated the direct
economic action of the

wor king cl assé

conceived of the labour

movement as a federation

of workers and farmers

b odi e sThedistory of the
labour movement in every
country and in every period,

shows how well the

Bakuninists understood the

nature of reformism.

AnarchistCommunism, being in direct contradiction to
the institution of the state, cannot dmpparliamentary
tactics as a means towards its realisation. It casts aside
as useless and dangerous the idea that a series of
gradual and legal changes can bring about the fall of
Capitalism, or usher in a new society.

The great struggles in the Firstérnational between
Marx and Bakunin represented two directly opposing
points of view on the tasks and tactics of the working

class. In the main, as far as
tactics were concerned, they
differed in the following
respects.

The Marxian faction
advocated pdical action,
i.e..,electing labour
representatives who would
support petty reforms. The
believed in the centralisation
of the affairs of the labour
bodies into a single directing
agency. They advocated the
alliance of trade unions with a
political party They

conceived of the Socialist
State as the necessary link
between Capitalism and a free
society.

The Bakuninist faction
advocated the direct economic
action of the working class,

addition to the development of

high tension lines through which power can be
transmitted to angection of the country, makes it
possible to bring the factory to any community.
Machinery can now be made available for decentralised
production.

i.e.,general strikes, sabotage, and armed resistance,
through the orgdsed power of the masses, such as
revolutionary industrial unions, peasant organisations,
etc. They conceived of the labour movement as a
federation of workers and farmers bodies, possessing
the greatest amount of local autonomy, and the

There is a tendency even in modern capitalistic society federation of thes decentralised units for common

to decentralise production by establishing complete action and solidarity as the most desirable form of
factories throughout the country. It has been proven thatorganisation. They held that any state is in its very

this method makes for greater efficiency and economy. nature reactionary, and therefore proposed that the mass
organisations replace the state in the transitional period

In an AnarchisCommunist Society the fullest between the old and new society.

extension of this principle would allow for the greatest
amount of local autonomy. It would immeasurably
increase the ability of the commune to become self
sustaining. It would simplify and facilitate the tasfk
co-ordination.

The history of the labour movement in every country

and in every period, shows how well the Bakuninists
understood the nature of reformism. What has become
of the reformist labour movement? Why have they
failedtoliveupd® t heir AHiIistorical
the fact that the British labour movement was strong
enough the paralyze England in the general strike of
1926, we see it reduced to beggary, chasing after doles,
dominated by the politicia
advocating the most reactionary policies. The British
labour movement is standing idly by while British

AnarchistCommunism is the only social theory that is

all embracing. It provides for the fullest development of
the best in man. Here he attains his fullest stature. He is
represented as a producer in his factory or shop, as a
consumern his ceoperative, as both in his commune,
and as a happy creative human being in the liberty of
thought and action, which only a free society can
develop.
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Imperialism is crushing their brother workers in India,
Ireland and other colonies.

The great labour movement of Germany, despite its
numbers, is helpss in the face of the Fascist menace.
Like the labour movement of England it is the plaything
of the traitorous SocidDemocratic Party. Deprived of

its initiative and its revolutionary spirit at a low ebb, it
has allowed the politicians to dupe thentlsat reaction
has gained the upper hand. There is no doubt whatever
that the World War would never have been fought were
these selsame reformist unions revolutionary, and free
from the deadening influence of opportunism.

Wherever we turn, in Italy, ingain, in Germany, we

see reaction in the saddle; the revolution thwarted. The
greatest obstacle in the path of the revolution has been
not so much the conservatives, as these Judases, the
fifisocialistso who are in
Capitalism.

r

TheCommunist Party of Germany is in a large measure
responsible for the rise of Fascism. When the crying
need of the hour was a united front of all class
conscious workers regardless of party, when only the
united working class fighting on the economic fields
important, when only the armed resistance of the
workers was capable of crushing the reaction, the
Communist Party of Germany, by the order of the
Moscow bureaucrats, took a long step backward.
Knowing that a united front was impossible without
them,they laid down the law: either rule or ruin. They
insisted upon dominating the entire labour movement of

leadership, can so distort the character of a revolution as
to render it harmful to the further progress of mankind.

The Russian Revolution shows that despite the heroic
struggle of the masses, the revolution failed to achieve
its objectived liberty and weklbeing for all. The

Russian labour unions have become blind pawns in the
hands of a party dictatorship. The masses are being
ground to dust by the Communist steam roller. The
revolution failed because the labour movement was
unprepared. Theglid not understand that the delegation
of power into the hand of the state meant the death of
the revolution.

There is no record of any great change, any great
victory of labour that was won through parliamentary
means. The eigHtour day, the right to ganise, the

right of free speech, were the triumphs of direct action.

Thd éairlyth'r%tor)} olf] thie Alrn(_griéa}‘] Iab%L}Jr rlnov\vleamrerh is © f

replete with examples of militant direct action. The
struggles of the Knights of Labour, the struggles of the
Black International wich culminated in the Haymarket
tragedy, the struggles of the Western Federation of
Miners, and of the LW.W., etc., were mainly
responsible for whatever progress the movement has
made in America. On the other hand, what has been
accomplished by the refoist American Federation of
Labour? The degeneration of the modern labour
movement is nowhere so apparent as in the present
happenings in the lllinois coal fields. The officialdom of
the United Mine Workers of America has joined the
bosses and the statedrushing the revolt of the militant

Germany. When the labour movement refused to acceptrank and file against the bureaucracy of the A. F. of L.

what they called a fAunite
unity among the workers gave the fascests

opportunity to consolidate their forces. The situation
was and still is most critical. Either the united front or
fascism. The communists refused the united front. The
interests of the bureaucracy outweighed the interests of

the working class.

Even a evolutionary movement is rendered ineffective
when it is dominated by a centralised bureaucracy.
When the labour movement is dominated by a political
party, it inevitably becomes the football of politics. It is
clear to all excephatthe@t hos
downfall of Capitalism, and the establishment of a new
society, cannot be accomplished by the use of such
tactics. It is clear that political action is one of the
greatest impediments in the path of the coming social
revolution. Only a fundamentahange in the political,
economic and social relationships of man, only the
social revolution can accomplish what the reformists
have failed to do. Nor is a social revolution in itself a
guarantee that AnarchiSlommunism will be realised.

A social revoltion can stop short of its objectives, can
like a stream, be diverted from its course. The failure to
understand the goal of the revolution, or a labour
movement brought up in the authoritarian school trained
to leave all in the hands of a bureaucratic eordupt

What realy intpqrtant victorg was gamead withountlge | a
direct economic pressure of the working class? To this

guestion history answersnone.

In the light of the suggles and hardion gains of the
workers all over the world, the position taken by the
AnarchistCommunists is basically sound and therefore
fully justified.

The goal of the working class must be the social
revolution. The workers must be prepared terdwow
Capitalism through a Social Revolution; must be
repared to condugct the economic life of the country
her the time'¢bmes. In Br8et to do ‘ta‘n%,?hey will be
obliged to organise into mass movements such as
industrial unions, artels, agrarian-operdives, etc. The
solidarity of the working class must be attained through
the federation of autonomous bodies, instead of
centralisation from the top down. The tactics must
correspond to the ends in view. The masses, permeated
with the revolutionary spiritmust make use of the
general strike, sabotage, armed resistance,
expropriation, etc. The revolutionary labour movement
must become the militant vanguard who by their deeds
and intelligence will show the rest of the masses how to
help themselves, how totablish a new society. The
militant vanguard consisting of mass organisations of
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workers and peasants takes the place of the bureaucratico-operative movement, the antar leagues, every

party and renders the state unnecessary in the mass organisation, must be invested with a

transitional period. revolutionary character. Anarchists must turn them into
The revolution will be successful to the extdrttthe organs of successful social revolution.

workers are prepared for it. A good deal will depend In a very real sense, we are facing a momentous period
upon the extent to which Anarchist ideas have in human history. The inevitab&ocial revolution will
permeated the social body. A period of intense determine the paths in which mankind will tread for a
propaganda and revolutionary struggle is necessary in long time. All depends upon a correct conception of the
order to influence the masses. Outside of theua nature of our tasks and the manner and spirit in which
movement as such, AnarchiSbmmunism must be we approach tChoenmmu nfi Asnma, roc hais
propagated among the intelligent youth through study  Kropotkin so aptly saidi must be t he goa
groups, propaganda centres and through the revolution of the twentiet

dissemination of literature. The field of education, the

For an Anarchist Policy
In the Trade Unions

Sam Weiner (pen  -name of Sam Dolgoff)
Vanguard: A Libertarian Communist Journdlay-June 1935

The elementary task tiie Anarchist movement is to anarchist policy, and tactics in the workers

take an active, militant part in the lift of the masses, to organisations. The anarchist movement in America,
radicalise, revolutionise, nurture and encourage the which flourished in the period of the ChgzaMartyrs
revolutionary tendencies within the mass organisations, (1887), played an active part in the unions. It did not
especially in the unions which are the vital organs of the lose its identity, but became the centre of attraction for
masses. The effectiveness of the anarchist movement, the most militant section of the proletariat. The present

its very existence, depends upon the weakness and chaotic condition of our
extent to which the movement movement is due to the fact thaet
strikes its roots in mass life. Its “nnﬁ “ n nn movement has left the solid ground of
effectiveness is contingent upon the T classstruggle and has become enmeshed
degree to which the movement — S — in the utopian aspects of our ideal. Out of
evaluates these revolutionary ——eees ——=Z touch with the daily struggles of the
tencencies and adopts tactics in CHRISTIAN CORNELISSEN masses, the movement is stagnant, is
accordance with the needs of the e stewing in its own juice. The libertarian
workers. = tendencies inhe labour movement
The Anarchists reject parliamentary ot b [emain uncultiva}ted; th? hame .
action. They believe that the direct * fianarchisto s el he
Anarchists and the Trade Unions worse, has come to symbolise a hopeless

action of the mass organisations ca N
erratic visionary.

overthrow capitalism and build the *

new society. Contrary to the positiol [aternationad Morement In the unions of the needles trades, as
of the authoritarian socialists, the . well as in other unions where the Jewish,
anarchists insist that only mass _ Book Review: Italian, Spanish and Rsisin comrades
organisations can reorganise societ e s e e are influential, we find a most deplorable
Furthermore, the domination of Edtoriale condition. The anarchists who are of
these organisations by a centralisec S— necessity members in the unions are
authority, state or party, is s inarticulate. They have completely lost
incompatible with true socialism. their identity. On every vital question

This means that thanarchist movement must adopt its  affecting the life of the membership the ainst

own policy in relation to the mass movements and must position is neither formulated nor stated. Until recently
place a greater emphasis upon mass work than upon  no attempt has been made to initiate discussions or
political parties. develop cleacut anarchist policies and tactics to trade
union work. Little or no propaganda for anarchism is

Because of that the anarchists in the International . . X
being conducted in the unions.

Wor ki ng Me n 6idromitisegimecoBakunin o n
to the present dayrealised the supreme importance of The membership of the unions is being mulcted by the
working in mass organisations. They developed a clear bureaucracy of the Socialist Parry, the labour fakers,
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their gangsters and racketeers. The unions of the A. F. 1. The bureaucratic machine of the A F. of L.

of L. are assisting in, and becoming part of the growing must be smashed and the unions must be
policy of fascisation of our econuc life carried on by reorganised on the principles of rank and file
the government. Where are the anarchists? What control, direct action and workers democracy.

resistance is being put up against them? The anarchists
did not even see fit to issue a manifesto exposing the
betrayers of the proletariat and calling upon the
membership of the corruptachine to reorganise the
unions into true fighting organisations of the workers.
What did the anarchists do in order to rally the militants
in the unions for a fight against their misleaders? 3. The mass organisation must replace the State.
Anarchists € nnot tﬁke sides in th blckiqlrégs

When the battle between the )
~ . fp&lt?uan% bt Must e>(?poscl%1 e
fi c o mmu feii centrab o the needle trades took position of the anarchist must be clearly stated

place several years ago, the anarchists had an at all times. The lines which mark off the

P P 09 Y bureaucrats must be sharply drawn.

to the movement and point the way out for the confused
workers. Because they did not take an independent All this cannot, of course, be realised immediately.
position and swung their influence to the corrupt Nevertheless, the indispensable foundations for a
officialdom, they unwittingly became a support for the  militant movement in the unions must be laid right now.
machine politicians. The anarchists were bewildered, = There are:

hopelessly confused; they forgot that they were
ararchists, they were unprepared ideologically or
tactically to attract the militant workers, to give

2 The unions are not only an instrumentality for
attaining better conditions but must become the
mechanism which will overthrow capitalism

and take over production ingmew social

order.

1. The rebsation that an anarchist policy in the
trade unions is a necessity.

concrete expression to the needs of the rank and file. 2. Anarchists in each union should form groups,
The above does not apply to the few honourable work out policies and tactics for activity in the
exceptions who fought, in vain, for an independent, union, in order to guide them in their work.
consistent anarchist policy. 3. There should be discussions among the
There is no more fertile field for the propaganda of members on the problems of the Labour
anarchism than the labour union. The dormant movement in general, and the union in
libertarian tendencies of the labour movement can be particular.

revived to form the bedrock for an effective libertarian
movement. There is aon for an effective anarchist
vanguard which will apply anarchist principles to the

problems of the unions. The workers must be made to  In adopting the principles of anarchism to the unions in
realise the following facts. a realistic manner, the anarchist idesils become a

vital factor in the labour movement.

Reflections on the Steel Settlement

S.W. (pen -name of Sam Dolgoff)
Views and Commentsiay 1960

The article about the steel strike as a symbol of the Local 1211. The reactioof theMESA Educatqr
crisis in the American Labour Movement, that appeared official organ of the Mechanics Educational Society of

4. Propaganda of anarchist ideas should be
carried on within the unions.

in our last issue, was written shortly before the America, indicates that this unrest is not limited to
settlement of the strike. The terms of the agreementandme mber s of t he Steel worker
the manner in which the strike was settteave been elements are wise to the conniving manipulations of the

acclamedasaclearut vi ctory by t hSt euenli wonrGéseartigsdé pi e
president, David McDonald. However, this is not the
opinion of the Rarick opposition movement which
seriously challenged McDo
1958 union elections. The opposition is pieny to run

a slate against McDonald in the next union elections.

While we have no illusions about the character of the
Rarlik §p$03|t|o its critici sm of the %erms and the th

tRe stfike ge‘tl erﬂ &r€ Orte&l. Ttlley €
explain how the 39 cent an hour increase actually
amounts to 20 cents; that McDonaglave up the 4 cent
Indicative of widespread dissatisfaction of the rank and costof-living increase due under the old agreement and
file with the terms and manner of the settlement is the that McDonald signed a contract which permits the
protest of Nicholas Mamula, president of Aliquippa
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bosses to permanently discharge 30 men who had been in the unceasing struggle between labour and
fired for participating in a wildcat stoppage. management, if you take
sole weapon andalish strikes, freedom is

The opposition wants an accoungt of the money spent gone and fascism will inevitably rush in to fill

during the strike for what McDonald calls h :
Aipropaganda. 06 They al so want Svolfj'ull explanation of
Mc Donal dé6s backdoor agreementiThwiet seVit¢cememeésiodenthi s
Nixon, his sinister dealings with John P. Kennedy, big is a sordid one, and brings into sharp focus how
Wall Street speculator and fathdrSenator Kennedy. deeply the labour movement is enmeshed in the
They should be interested in knowing that \itiall cesspool of politicalenni vance. 0

Street Journglorgan of big business, thanked

McDonald for his leniency to the steel trust. The Libertarian view of the independent role of the

State in relation to the other pressure groups in society
The steel settlement followed the general pattern of pastwas illustrated in the steel strike. We spoke of the
negotiations. McDonald pledged ththe workers would ~ opposition of both labour and management to

cooperate in boosting steel production. The unpleasant compulsory arbitration. The fact tifis opposition
atmosphere that prevailed during the strike was shows that the State is not as the Marxists say merely
dissipated in renewed and stronger friendshipwithhis t he fAexecutive committee o
friends in the steel trust. Now, Nixon, the steel barons constitutes a class in itself, using other classes merely to
and the labour fakewre reunited. The family squabble increase its own power. Nixon said:

is over. As a sign of good feeling the leaders of ca_pltal il donodt neecgaveanmen! |y
and labour have pledged themselves anew to avoid

family disputes and never again to have any strikes arbitration means government waigang, and
y disp 9 y ' that government wagfxing inevitably means

In its leading editorial, thMESA Educatofor February government pricdixing. Once we get into this
1960 has this to say: vicious circle, not only collective bargaining,

AThere can be no doubt th n{thitprl%ductl%ldeqterp{lsg %@tem &8 on
of the rank and file members of the United owitis doame
Steelworkers forced a settlement on the steel ~ Another article in this issue emphasises our

companies as well as on USW President disagreement with the capitalist type of ABtatism.
McDonald. Apparently, to avoid any such On the other hand the fact that the capitalists should for
unforeseen events pRening in the future, reasons of their own at times be AS8tatist shows that
Secretary Mitchell and President McDonald are the State is not a mere rubbersp. Nixon in this

making statements that with the settingupofa r espect i s but echoing the
tripartite committee of company, union and government big enough to give us all we want is a

public members, as provided in the present government that can take f
contract, future strikes of the steel workers will

In the course of the class struggle, the wskeust

battle the unholy trinity of the capitalist class, the State,
A"nThe people invol ved iandtheliabosir bolers wHo dommatetmost Anrecan
particularly USW President McDonald, should  unions today.

learn a fundamental and selident truth that,

On Wo o d c ocAn&abisn
A Muddled History of Anarchism

Sam Wiener (pen -name of Sam Dolgoff)
Views and CommentSall 1963

beeliminated.

Geor ge WoAmatohisnt A History of Libertarian Ideas and Movements
(New York & Cleveland, World Publishing Co., 1962)

A serious history of Anarchism in English is most The authohas made available for the first time in

timely, for there is a revival ofterest in our ideas English historical data from French, Italian, German
everywhere, and our English movement is growing. The and Spanish sources. He gives biographical sketches of
author was once an active Anarchist and has written Godwin, Proudhon, Bakunin, Kropotkin, Stirner,

extensively on the subject. This book, therefore, is Tolstoy and others. Woodcock discusses their ideas
regarded as authoritative and is widely used in academiacorreding popular misconceptions of Anarchism which
circles. confuse Anarchism with Niligm, bomb throwing and

general chaos. He points out that Anarchism claims to
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be a constructive theory for the regeneration of society
and that it is destructive only insofar aaiins to
remove the parasitic institutions which block progress.

A historical work reveal s
state of mind as it does about the facts which he records
A careful reading of his book indicates that Woodcock
is confused. He rejectsnarchism as a practical

alternative to Statism. At the same time he has not giveng

up his objections to the State. Unable to work out a

consistent viewpoint of his own, he becomes enmeshed §

in his own contradictions.
For example, Woodcock criticises the Aclaists for

it he weakness of their pr
society that would follow
Two pages | ater he contrap

movement showed a concrete aspect of libertarianism
that at least sketched out alternative to the totalitarian
way. o0 (pages 472, 474)

Woodcock devotes five pages (3938) to the
constructive achievements of the Anarchists in
reorganising economic and social life during the
Spanish Revolution. He
methods of organising economic and social relations
turned out to be at least as practical as authoritarian
met hods. 06 Al I competent o
Anarchists, are agreed that Anarchist reconstruction was
more efficient than under the authoritariaghtmare

and had the supreme virtue of combining good
administration with freedom and equality. Woodcock
also identifies Anarchist tendencies in various popular
communal movements in different parts of the world.

If one wanted to demonstrate the practitigbof
Anarchism he would find plenty of examples in

Wo o d ¢ o ¢ kiGmsyonb exxdpt Woodcock. He
says, fiSuch scattered exa
Anarchist efforts do not prove that a complete Anarchist
society, such as Kropotkin, for example, envisacged

come into existence or th
pages 472 4-75)
Woodcock is ref eopnmguestgf t o

Bread a work not intended to be the final blueprint of a
final Anarchist society. He only wanted to demonstrate
how Anarchisprinciples could be applied to practical
problems. Nowhere does Woodcock ety Kropotkin
was wrong. Yet, a host of modern thinkers, including
Erich Fromm, Martin Buber, Ashley Montague, Lewis
Mumford, Daniel Guérin in their rexamination of
socialist hought find practical alternatives to Statism in
the Anarchist classics and libertarian social structures.

Woodcock again contradicts himself on the matter of
anarchist participation in the Loyalist Government
during the Spanish Civil War. On page 391 beectly
denounces the ardhnist leaders for joining the
governments of Madrid and Barcelona. This violation of
basic anarchist principles led to the defeat of the
revolution. Yet in the section dealing with events

ev

PE

t hor 6

b
b §

t he
evol u
.nar ch

leading up to the Civil War, Woodcockeshis strong
sympathy for the advocates of governmental
coll aboration as against
Ascaso and other comrades of the F.A.l. (Iberian
Anarchist Federation). He even slanders the consistent
anarchists as fextineaadwitht s

mPplakmest coakakiycagiyan int
collaborationist faction from the C.N. T. (see page 385).

S

Primo De Rivera became dictator of Spain in 1923.
WboltowRruUsdyworkai fthé 4diéd
against the workingclassa such o and t he
Rey Riveray mage; ayigted front with the reformist UGT
section of the working class to crush the revolutionary
CNT working class movement (pages &80).

Woodcock stresses the point that the Aragon Front
remained static primarilydzause the Anarchist
Columns Al acked the necess
needed for a |l ong waro and
contradicts himself by saying that the Anarchist units
were fAstarved for arms owi
Republ i can gges38®lhment 0 ( pa

1939 marks the real death
movement , i says Woodcock,
Anarchists did not defend Barcelona, the citadel of
Spanish Anarchism. All participants and historians
without exception agree that atlastch defence of
Barcelona would have meant suicide not only for the
Anarchists but for the civilian population. The
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revolution was lost and the Civil War was almost over.
The people were exhausted and dispirited and could
fight no longer against immineair bombardment by

the international fascist air armada. No Anarchist has
the right to purchase glory by condemning unwilling
people to unwilling martyrdom. Throughout his book
Woodcock condemns violence and needless slaughter.
Why does he reverse himbgl the case of the Spanish
Anarchists?

The Spanish Anarchists made many mistakes, as they
themselves admit, but they cannot be charged with lack
of valour. Our Spanish comrades do not need the
hopeless defence of Barcelona to establish their
reputation or bravery and seffacrifice. For three years
they and their comradeés-arms withstood the might of
German, Italian and Franco armies. The socialist and
communist parties, who controlled the strongest
sections of the European labour movement, gave no
effective help from the outside and sabotaged the
revolutionfrom the inside. What died was not the
Anarchist movement but tlenscience of the world
With the defeat of the Spanish Revolution came World
War 11, the counterevolution of the State, the thitezf
nuclear war lll, and what we hope will be only the
temporary eclipse of the entire socialist and humanist
movements. No responsible historian has the right to
ignore or underestimate this-athportant phase of the
situation. For Woodcock to do so indtes an almost
unpardonable lack of perspective.

Woodcock makes the surpri
Anarchists who followed Bakunin and Kropotkin were
political and social absolutists, and they displayed an
infinite contempt for piecemeal reform or thediof
improvements in living conditions and wages which
trade unions sought and
(page 472).

Woodcock devastatingly refutes himself in the chapters
dealing with both the Anarch8yndicalist and

Anarchist movements of France,a8m Italy, England

and the United States. The Declaration of Principles of
the AnarcheSyndicalist International lays the greatest

b

the fApillagers and plunder
Emile Pouget.

AThe fascination that Nech
seemsd be due to a submerged touch of
homosexualityo (page 172).
ABut it (the Haymarket bom

thrown and Parsons and Spies would never have been
hanged, if it had not been for the exhortations to
violencethatpor ed f or t hDigFrethet Mo s t

during the critical years
Bullshit!
AThe Spanish Anarchi st ten

(page 375). This is a lie!

Al n Barcel ona t herpstolexaso s e
(hired murderers) two shifted from side to side,

sometimes fighting for the Anarchists, sometimes for
the employers and even the
vicious falsehood! The Anarchists formealunteer

squads to protect their comrades from the assassins.
These and tier remarks scattered throughout the book
display a bias unworthy of any historian.

The chapter on Bakunin
Urge. 0 Woodcockdés cari
Carr 6s, who al so did a
and his cirab. Bakunin emerges as an impractical,
irresponsible eccentric, a romantic conniver, a
revolutionary adventurer, bent on bloodshed and
destruction. It is impossible to square this caricature
SI0H WEBHEDERDs DAL Bhb
builderofthe An@a c hi st movement 0
While Woodcock discusses the major works of Godwin,
Proudhon, Kropotkin, Stirner and Tolstoy, he does not

even | is Bakuninds princi
&nfinBnf [ﬁalceqmtiie hi&cmy%#| tifd ¥e90fut§ona8/f fere
movement doesot rest on his personal eccentricities

nor even on his revolutionary exploits. His permanent
contributions to socialist thought are contained in such
great theoretical, philosophic and tactical works as,
Statism and Anarchyrhe KnouteGermanic Empire

and The Social Revolutioithe Policy of the

i s
catu
hat

(o

stress on the importance of immediate demands. Article International and in his polemical debates with the

3 reads: taésHdirevoldtionarh $yedicalism

T on the one and it pursues the daily revolutionary
struggle for the economic, social and intellectual
improvement of the working class within the framework
of existing society. ...
appendi x to
(page 122), published when he was a convinced
follower of Bakunin and Kropotkin.

Woodcockds insinuations i
people and interpreting some events borders on
vilification and outright distortion. For example:

The act of hungry workemsho illegally entered
bakeries and took bread for their starving families is
called fApillaging and plu

Wo dnarchy ©kGhaos p a

foremost social thinkers of his time.

Bakuninds ideas about the
society are barely mentloned Woodcsdywery little

ut Baka i n o S i
t |J|e$ t?leus‘?a e %nd Fné’ dpr?aﬁucs ofrs<5’C|'§;C‘J chtarQJQ

&s'one of the pioneers of the Anarcho

Syndlcallst tendency in the international labour
movement, his realistic approach to the problems of
agradahrevolutian,this realisatiom that Anarahistanust
emerge from their ivory tower and become a movement
of the people fighting with them and spreading the
seeds of Anarchism among the oppressed.

There is nothing in Bakuni
badkeupNoro e o(ckadpe p3I EBHo.SstoAmMOUE

t
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was an apostle of destruction. As in most of his
book, Woodcockods own
unwarranted concl usi
extolled the bloodthirstiness of peasant
uprisings. o0 Woodcock ha
accusation, but on the same page (15) he does
guote contrary evidence from Bakunin:

ons.

AiBl oody revolutions
thanks to human stupidity; yet, they are
always evil, a monstrous evil and a great
disaster, not only in regard to the victims
but also for the sake of the purity and
perfection éthe purpose in whose name
they take place. 0

There is now a great revival of interest in the
constructive ideas of
chapter on Bakunin does not even provide a basi
for fruitful discussion. Even Marxist historians
Like Franz Mehringand the reactionary jurist

Paul Eltzbacher [in his 1900 bodke Great

evidence

rebellions, violent
S no quo t e

clashes with his

Weodeack gay mos kke Reasat n i n
revolutions, thﬁ .

i to prove t | S

General Strike or other forms of

mass action. These weapons were

AT Bro8d riof By e Anarehids, Yr

other minorities, but by the

oppressed in the heat of struggles,

as were non -violent and milder

measures. The Anarchists could
abstait anohs  wlate themselvas dnera s
Jife or they could participate and try
to give a libertarian direction to the

Anarchists: Ideas and Teachings of Seven Major protest movements.
Thinker§ gave a far better presentation of
Bakuninbts ideas than Woodcock does.
o . . and associated libertarian movements had to carry on
Woodcockoés indictment of

drawnup as if the Anarchists could do almost anything
they pleased in any situation. But they could not create
the circumstances in which they had to act. Woodcock
may not like peasant rebellions, violent revolutions, the
General Strike or other forms of massian. These
weapons were forged not by the Anarchists, or other

minorities, but by the oppressed in the heat of struggles,# Pur e 0

as were noiviolent and milder measures. The
Anarchists could abstain and isolate themselves from
life or they could participate aridy to give a libertarian
direction to the protest movements. He criticises the
Anarchists for using tactics they did not invent in
situations they did not create.

To condemn rebels then for making mistakes is like
condemning scientists because some @if th
experiments failed. There can be no progress without
revolt. Rejecting, as Woodcock does, almost every
method of mass protest, without offering any
satisfactory alternative, leads to sterility and makes
impossible any kind of social advance.

Woodcock hinks that the Anarchists failed to achieve
even the limited objective of weakening the state
anywhere because they

couf{fenghyncgmggyedi Wihdib

ihdfight AoReBahandt thé rbinfoft8d\rght 8f thk StdteS
capitalist counterevolution. Woodcok has no right to
blame the Anarchist movement for refusing to purchase
power at the expense of principle.

Woodcock makes an artificial distinction between what

he call s fApur e a-Byadicalibn. s mo
Anar chi sm ingflegildef i ne
affinity groupo which need
carries on anarchist propa
net work of personal contac
AnarcheSyndicalism, on the other hand, is not
Anarchi stic kkhtvdystable it nee

organisation$ because the world is only partly

governed by Anarchist ideals and must make
compromises with the day to day situatidrizas to

maintain the allegiance of the mass of workers who are
only remotely conscious of the finahaiof Anarchism
(therefore) the relative success of Anar@ymndicalism

i s no Anarchi st271)r i umpho (

I f these statements are tr
pipe dream. Firstly because there will never be a time
when everybodyAnakchistand be a
humani t will forever h??

win the people over to their side. What Woodcock
ignores § the allimportant fact that the Marxists did not
achieve their objective either. in the process of
becoming todevel statesmen, the Marxists had to give
up their socialist principles and became the greatest
obstacle to its achievement. The Marxist et
deserted the socialist movement and made common

interdependent world cannot be carried on without

stable organisations. Even if every inhabttwere a
convinced Anarchi st, Apur e
impossible for technical and functional reasons alone,

Woodcockds argumentation r
Anarchist theory. An Anarchist society would be a

cause with its greatest enemy, the State. The Anarchistsflexible, pluralistic society where alhé myriad needs

of mankind would be supplied through the infinite
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varieties of human association. The world is full of
Aaffinityo groups from pr
fanciers. Such groups can be loosely or informally
organised; they are dissolved and rafed according to
the fluctuating whims and fanciestbie making of

goods, food, clothing, housing etc. and the rendering of

indispensable public services such as transportation are

everpresent necessities which must be rendered at all
times without fail. These functions require stable
intricate organisations'he personnel may change and
the enterprises may be reorganised to meet new
technological improvements and expanding social
needs. A person, for example, may belong at one and
the same time to a number of informal associations and
a highly organised fedation of post office syndicates.
This is not a contradictd.i
manysided preferences and physical necessities.

The form of organisation is determined by need. There
is room for all forms of organisation and everyone must
be freeto choose his own. The Anarchist thinkers were
concerned with finding the structural basis for social,
individual and collective freedom. The Anarchists
favour a decentralised, federative type of organisation
which will provide the necessary coordinatioith the
greatest possible amount of freedom. Libertarian

Anarchism

Sam Wiener
Direct Acton Mont hl y

The exanarchist George Woodcock has written a-476
page bookAnarchismi' a History of Libertarian Ideas
andMovementgPenguin Books, 7s. 6d.), which we are
afraid might be accepted as a reliable textbook on the
subject. Valuable historical material is intertwined with
factual errors and distortions. Flat statements are
contradicted by eqoualMoyr ee
serious are the misinterpretations and distortion of
Anarchist theory, as formulated by Bakunin, Kropotkin
and, to a lesser extent, Godwin and Proudhon. It would
take another book to straighten out the mess. We have
already dealt with some objeaticc t o0 Woodco
Ahi st Yiews and Commenthlo. 45.

Before going into a few o
falsifications, we shall cite one more glaring example of
his numerous factual errors. Woodcock says :

iét he F ORA-Syhdicalist latmlr o
movement of Argentina) continued as a large
and influential organisation until 1929, when it
merged with the socialist UGT into the General
Confederation of Workers and quickly shed its

AnarcheSyndi cal i st | eanin

This statement is not true. TRORA was suppressed,
militants were murdered, thousands suffered
imprisonment and exile. Despite the persecutions, the
FORA valiantly continued to function as an illegal

organisation is not a deviation. It is the very essence of
Apagahidsmcasba vioablbg soci
Anarchism. There is only the application of anarchist
principles to the realitiesf@ocial life.

The erroneous idea that stable organisations and
federations on a wide scale are incompatible with
Anarchism could not appeal to the workers who need
precisely this type of libertarian organisation to effect
their emancipation from wage skxy and the State.
The tenor of Woodcockos
suitable only for a relatively simple society, requiring
comparatively rudimentary forms of social organisation.
He no longer thinks that Anarchism is applicable to
modern complex induséal society which requires
intricate qrganisation. Self mpr i soned i n t
PBwel b BFTFIdt eePLESSRSuME
consoles himself with a semgligious mystique of

personal salvation.

bo

Woodcockds book is the

disillusioned man.

pol

T Sam Wiener

Space limitations have made it impossible to go into
Woodcockds misinterpretatdi
thought of Kropotkin and Proudhon.

I a slanted history

(pen -name of Sam Dolgoff)
Paper

of the | nt,&prinl@64i onal \

underground movement. It merged withame and still
functions. The FORA never abaorted its Anarcho
Syndicalist principles and participated in the recent
congress of the Anarck®yndicalist IWMA.

Any exposition of Anarchism must begin with a concise
debi nitian of terms. What
P 3&b&é NEY ! Hglnlcfeglcéck@\esder a
neither his own definition, nor does he clearly state

what the Anarchist thinkers mean by these fundamental
concepts This major defect adds to the confusion.
\év?(ogcgck says:

AThe dissolution of aut
the decentralisation aésponsibility, the .
f W?eglg‘zgmoer?t f States %QirXiIar?nQnSliﬂ]irc et

organisations by a federalism which will allow
sovereignty to return to the intimate primal un
its of societyé necessa
simplificatoro0 ( page 28, our e

This isa theoretical error. The direct and voluntary
administration of all the affairs of society by all the
people demands the creatio reand not less
grgsal%sat w5%5Hch a s%?e@?sﬁbound to be more
complex. In an authoritarian society all the affairthe
people are conducted by a comparatively few highly

centralised governmental agencies. All social life is
standardi sed, Aisimplified,
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moulds to expedite the control of the many by the few. Woodcock speaks only for himself. No Anarchist will

Sol diers and

wagevess| aves
Everything is done for them and to them. Allthey have Anar chi st
to do is obey. If they try to. revolt and do things for
themselves, by creating new organisations of theirown, i s i mp | e
they are punished by the State. A free, pluralistic

society, where all the countkeseeds of mankind are

and,
ife.o To
easy. No change in society is necessary. One can escape
to a hermitager a nunnery. Such irresponsible

societyo

hgeea ttat dinsoialrifp is @ossiblé mout freedom. No

sacrifice t
above all , h
attain a

wi ||

supplied by the people themselves through their infinite statements amount to the renunciation of Anarchism.

varieties of human association is necessarily a complex

society. Kropotkin declares:

nThe
of human activity would take a

v 0 | uiatiasnawhigh t@aceveraltthe fields

Woodcockos

criticisms of S

completely unfounded. One of the basic tenets of

still greater extensioso as to
substitute themselves for the
State in all i
(the associations) would
represent, an interwoven networ
composed of an infinite variety
oo groups and f
local, regional, national and

i nt er n &ncyctopaedia.
Britannica, 1958). Woodcock
finds fault wif
vision of Anarchist society,
because. it is
organi sedo (pald
emphasis.

Bakunin and Proudhon
envisioned a proliferation of
voluntary associations €o
ordinated by a vast and intricate
network of federations and
confederations on a global scalg
Anarchists accept the fact that
society is complex and is bound
to become more so. Because of

this, theyinsist that society is too

Anarchists accept the
fact that society is
complex and is bound to

become more so.
Becau se of this, they
insist that society is too
complex for any
centralised authority to
manage efficiently and
still satisfy the needs of
all with freedom and
equality, and that the
State hampers the
harmonious functioning
of social life.

complex for any centralised

authority to manage efficiently and still satisfy the
needs of all with freedom and equality, and that the
State hampers the harmonious functioning of social life.
mi s i inforees the false a t
charge of our enemies, that Anarchism will not work in
an increasingly complex and interdependent world. This
i s, unfortunately, t he th N ISdtOréceive

Woodcockos

Woodcockos

reactionary, escagti ideas is demonstrated by the

following quote:

ié But w e

woul d
Anarchist attitude if we ignored the fact that the

mi ss t he

constituted as

obligations. If th

Anarchism is that society is natural to man. Man is

social by natur and will act ce
operatively when the State and
other artificial restrictions to
mutual aid and freedom are
removed. Woodcock objects to
this. He argues that Kropotkin
ignores the né fa
men have been conditioned into
dependence, the fear of
responsibility becomes a
psychological disease that does
not disappeaas soon a#is
causes are remove(page 206,
our emphasis).

This is a typical capitalist
argument. Kropotkin did not
expect that men would
miraculously become saints as
once. What he dimaintain was
that, once the causes of the
disease were removed, a cure
would follow. The cure for
mental and physical slavery is
the practice and the habit of
freedom. Can Woodcock suggest
a better remedy?

With the exception of Stirner and

Woodcock everyanarchist writer from Godwin to

Malatesta and Rocker upholds the right of freely

ociatigns to exert moral pressure,

bePSLrJ‘asio% And Y)ublirc gpinion to convince -aottial

individuals to honour their voluntarily accepted

efuse to doéch's,AthSey aoée no I?(nger h

brand of fisim | g ﬂufbo r?e{;kso tlﬁ)eiass cigti%n anhd aEei
P frek o ledve. Rrop%tkin iIdstrates {Flis Soint. He ga?/sr}o

a man who refuses to do his share of the work:

enough

%e%e%s%r\l{ie% Iﬁeawrg Ehallrtbé] d%lir;hted to give

urge toward social simplification rises not from

any desire for the more efficient working of

society, nor even emély for a wish to

eliminate the organs of society that destroy

individual freedom, but largely from a moral
conviction of the virtues
(page 28)

them to you. You are a man, and you have the
right to live. But as you wish to live under

special conditions, and leave the ranks, it is

more than probable that you will suffer for it in
your daily relations withothez i t i zens . 0
(Cgnpues} of Breadiuofed by Weofcpd)
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Woodcock disagrees with Kropotkin He insists that and still is an Anarch&yndicalist labour organisation,
moral pressure by public opinion against individuals described its tactics and reprinted itsceation of

who will not keep their agreements violated Principles. In his present work he does not do this and
fundamental principles of Anarchism. Does Woodcock confines himself to a few, scattered remarks.

propo® to abolish public opinion? If so, how? By State
decree? Today public opinion is tyrannical, because it
reflects the amoralism of Statist society.-blwe will
have anything to fear fro%eﬁlg@gé&c é)gbrnbopﬁ) W;ﬁg@ éy
will be enlightened and inspired by the humsaic © . ' N t
ethics of freedom, solidarity and love. con_structlye Anarch@yndlpallst the_oretlcal and .

’ tactical principles? There is not a single responsible
Woodcock correctly assert bistotiam af the ociaisemovement whddoes hot
movement made its earliest appearance within the First recognise the enormous contribution made by the First
I nternational 0 (page 240) Intermtibnat andsthe Bakanimists irtme avolatiori of t
movement was his (Bakuni niaadérn Anarchdyndicalism. Whyldoesnotr e at i o n
(page 183). (Note : First International or Inteiowaal Woodcock give a single quotation to establish this
Wor ki ng Mends Associationgconnecbomhded 1864). The
conscientious historian must, therefore, thoroughly
explain the principles and tactics of the International, as

worked out in its congresses. He must, ab'ove aII_,_ to us. Woodcock has the right to change his mind. But
present a weltlocumented, clear and coseiexposition lant h

of Ba Kuninos ideas and hi Srdef"ltgjg |fy h|s%e¥ect|¥\h rBrrtvttHer}Ana% s‘?
International. InAnarchy or Chao¥Voodcock Movement.
established the indisputable fact that the IWMA was

The New Anarchism

Sam Dolgoff
Win, 1 March 1973

American anarchists do not constitute an organised theécritiqgue of -Syhdicaksiidedas an
movement, but rather an assortment of scattered of the 6working classbébo

ephemeral, ad hoc, grouplets reflecting all shades of Wi ec waro‘s a numbiareofsanarchlst

ianarchi sméingrbai ssgntta EerFemsa ealr%ost iderftidal'totH& views held by the

capial i st so taviaugtor mma rftlhef ew generation of anarchistsnarchism is not regarded

g}gg;?;tﬂIZ}zrﬁéﬂflﬁgrzrzgizzgtgnmv:/ﬁ;{ ?h%fy are as a sociatevolutionary movement with a mass base,
AGAINST than what they are FOR. but as a sort of seaneligious formula for personal

Woodcock devotes 38 pages, a whole slanderous
chapter, to Bakunin, which he caIIs for no Iogical

Anyone has the right to criticise our movement and we
must learn from our mistakes when they are poioted

sal vati on, defined by Wiec
AAnarchi smés contemporaryinevvivdlual wsméasg&negsal egr
Martin] mostly comes from the disgnt middleclass l'ife, rather than a set id
intellectual s, student s ailudtratesaltleanic afflctioyvhichatd a geeat extemt s € w
base themselves on individualist, utopian,-marking- still plagues the new anarchism: regressioprimitive
cl ass el EhenNatioh Nogenbef 16, 1970). forms of social organisation; an infantile rejection of

any form of organisation much above the level of town
hall meetings and an intimate circle of friends, now

cal |l ed faf The obviduycomdradtiorp s 0 .
between these ideas and an asmlent if not permissive
attitude toward dictatori a
North Vietham, China, etc.) can only be ascribed to
revolutionary euphoria and indifference to theory.

While many new anarchists, unlike the laisfare
anarchists, do not denyetink between free socialism

and anarchism, they nevertheless repudiated the
classical anarchism of Bakunin and Kropotkin insofar

as too much emphasis was laid on the labour movement
as a revolutionary forc&here had always been a strong
antisyndicalis current in the old anarchist movement
and the younger anarchists unconsciously echoedtheseThe new | i bertari an commun
views. owe their existereto disappointment over their

inability to shake the system by campus rebellions,
demonstrations, direct confrontations with the military

journal Resistancéceased publication in the 1950s) at mductlon. centres, etMar:ny youhng rep elz becarr?e ~
anticipated the ideas of the new anarchidtsrecalled € sdc ﬁ pi st sd ¥v N op ef I td at n
that: fAéamong the ideas g%rigarrnyémfjelrmme 0 e@og%) toeo@e O?glweftwfa'r m
youthful milieu in the 1940s and early 1950s was

More recently, the anarchist David Wieckn@rchy
No. 8 London, 1972) referred to how the anarchist
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anarchistso in communes
Unfortunately, the same confusion and chaos which
characterises the nemarchists in the outside world, is
unfortunately duplicated within the communes
themselvesThe communes do not constitute a real
movementThey are, in effect, petty entrepreneurs

absolutely i
culture. o

Among many anarchists, the collapse of the New Left
provoked intense discussion and precipitated a

on more positive,

ncapabl e of C}'%etecono_ml_? %r% %S%Itser
P fddadas éxBIaﬁneo‘S\n I"ﬁ-’seldg, actoriesald
WorkshopsBookchin assembled impressive modern
evidence to demonstrate tfeasibility of decentralising
industry to achieve greater balance between rural and
reorientation of libertarian ideas, with special emphasis urban living and scaling down industry to manageable

constructive policies still
to be worked outOne of
the attempts in this
direction is being made
by the anarcho
communist ecology
groups cantered around
the ideas of the activist
writer and speaker,
Murray Bookchin, who
enjoys a large following
among stdents and
New Left circles.

Bookchinods
bridge between, or
rather, a combination of
utopian New Left ideas
and traditional
anarchismln addition to
the magazinénarchos

As long as the young anarchists
lived inthe ¢ lose atmosphere of
the academic world, sheltered
from direct contact with the
tribulations of the workers, they
approached anarchism from the
purely academic plane. But they
felt this need for practical
libertarian alternatives most
keenly when they left s chool to
join the labour force to face
altogether different and harsher
problems.

his most important

works are assembled in the volurRestScarcity
Anarchism Bookchin repudiates arsiocial
individualism and places himself squarely in the
anarchistcommunist camplrhe economic problem
under anarchistommunism would be greatly
simplified and rendered altogether irrelevant by

fi é p eseatcity technology wbh will assure material
for
theédi sappearance of
the most fundamental premises of cowmneolution,

abundance

the rational

no sector of society nedéar the communist
revolutionébo

Bookchinds i

[Bookchiﬁemts in ow

t0|Ig

ALL

e of domi nat i gnnvgdat\%y

WheneAnarch srfP mam
S

proportionsFrom the

ecological point of view, the

pollution threatening the

very existence of life on this

planet wold be largely
eliminated by modern
technology.

Anarchos like all new
groupings, is inclined to
overstress utopistic ideas
like: repudiation of the

organised labour movement

and the proletariat as the

revolutionary class, together

with the wholeconcept of
cl ass;

nét he
socialist movement is that it
opposes classonsciousness

c

t

a sodial revoltitienGivef deplétiensoft ngtlirad resowecess | a
the population explosion, and the chronic poverty of 2/3
of the human race: it has been suggettat
abundance, even under socialism, is not likely in the
foreseeable future.

o

r

toseffconsci ousnes

glorification of the bogus

ficouandletr urBetd ;
while still elaborating these
familiar utopistic formulas, thA&narchosgroup,like
other groups, is gradually beginning to search for more
practical approaches to immediate social problems.
Under such circumstances a certain amount of
confusion is, of course, unavoidable.

Thus, wheref\narchos‘ormerly derided aII such

e |

nE comr ad:
[

Shgg%s?s th idea thét I

decisons be made by majorlty voté&/here the form of

organisation of social organisation was, in effect,

dea that t he

technology and economic development, rests upon the ever, mentioned beforant only federationsout

Marxist theory of economic determinisBut the

federations of federations CONFEDERATIONS.

bl ) Fh.???géf“

tained that de isions be

fimitezl é0 losabgenieral msgembligmarcmoganscalls b | e
without abundance, which in turn depends on advanced for far more complex forms of organisation, rarely, if

deterioration offte radical and labour movements Anarcho avours fAéconfederatio
refutes this theoryAbundance, far from promoting muni cipalitieséconfederat.i
social revolution, leads instead to the bourgeoisfication counci | séwor ker ferativesunci | s

of the proletariat, converting them into the staunchest
defenders of the status quiMoreover, according to this

uni on

communes, independent and faararchical trade
| concnaunhity okganisations, et@ll

theory, economically underdeveloped countries would quotesAnarchos No. 4, 1972)
be automatically excluded from making a successful
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While these revisions are far too simplistic to meet the
problems of modern complex societies (the
confederations must not g
l evel €é0) and ar e oundsghet i o
very fact that such forms of organisation are even being

considered indicates that they were made in response to
the expressed needs of many young anarchists for more

realistic and constructive alternative to authoritarianism.
Aslong as the yoog anarchists lived in the close

atmosphere of the academic world, sheltered from direct

contact with the tribulations of the workers, they
approached anarchism from the purely academic plane.
But they felt this need for practical libertarian
alternativesnost keenly when they left school to join

the labour force to face altogether different and harsher
problems.

In search for such alternatives many young libertarians
joined the IWW Most, if not all, of the new members
belong at one and the same time athizthe IWW and to
anarchist groupdshis reorientation far from being
confined to the IWW, is but one manifestation of the
changing moods and ideas of serimisded young
anarchistsThe better to appreciate the attitude of these
militants we cite typiclresponses to requests for
information:

fUnfortunately, the irresponsible exhibitionist
6l etds do it in the st
themselves personify and perpetuate the false
image of anarchists as uHiradividualists who

are against all orgasation and who are
incapable of doing anything constructiVidese

people trapped in-1the
cultured believe that
make the hippie

(although | may be hopelessly diashioned)

that true anaism has to be a movement of the
poor and of the workinglasse$ not OF, but
FOR.The new generations of anarchists have
been coming together to study and to put into
practice the real principles of workiraiass

revol uti 0 &,

a need for a strong libertarian movement and a
consciously anarchist thrust of organisers and

o fi bnditgnts mitb by elxaerlp amd intelligantp a |

n a b leducatonal work Wilkkrendeg the workers
receptive to |ibertari
anarchist movement is attempting to convey the
ideas of voluntary cooperation and mutual aid
and to translate the inspiration and example of
ourtradittn t o these new ti

a

m
Concluding Remarks

To their everlasting credit, the magnificent struggles of
the young rebels against war, racism, and the false
values of that vast crime, The Establishment, sparked
the revival of the long dormant anarchist anceoth

leftist movementsin rightfully pointing out the

mistakes of the new anarchists, the lasting significance
of these achievements must always be taken into
account.

The break in the continuity of the anarchist movement
cut-off the young anarchists frothe rich experience of
past strugglesThey were from the very outset doomed
to recapitulate all the mistakes, and uncritically accept
as new, all the utopistic ideas which the anarchist
movement has long since outgrown and rejected as
totally irrelevant o the problems of our increasingly

crorre\pleezésgmey.ar iety of anarchi
In two essential respedtghe revolt against authority
and the paucity of constructive iddathe character of
the Anew anarchismo is r
experience of past movemernifie 1848 evolution,
wrotetBakuninf t he o6count er

youﬁg éhreiycﬁlllorqei’ng?inncts
iv v?hichsgsvs Y31 jubtificatiBhor its fight
against privilege, but it lacked completely any
positive and practical ideas which would be
needed to enable it to erect a neygtem upon
the ruins of the old
(FederalismSocialismAnti-Theologism

st

em

bo

anarchi sméVvVal uabl e lde x pReramithe disagpsintingHut ponesscvaluable experience

have helped us to build this new movement are
lost to us because two generations separate the
young from the old anarchists.

AiMany of wus younger
to the IWW because it is the kind of an
organisation that combines a libertarian
approach to the workinglass movement with a
constructive economic and organisational
alternative to the capitalist natieatate. There is

In rightfully pointing out the mistakes

2 Nsfghs i

of the past ten years, many young anarchists have
arrived at similaconclusionsThey have come to
realise the necessity for positive thinking and action.
is no longer enough to be against everythingreasin
nt t3 thesgemg\‘geeﬁc% of & dorsthuétiVe'te ncy
in American anarchism, whose general orientation we
have outlined in preceding paragraphse new
anarchism is slowly maturing, but it is only beginning to
emerge from its chaotic and erratic phase. It is far too
early to make assessments or gauge its full impact.

of the new anarchists,

the lasting significance of these achievements must always be
taken into account.
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Evolution of Anarcho

Sam Dolgoff
Libertarian Labor Reviewo. 3, 1987

CLASS, reveals that in 1833 the principles of Anarcho
Syndicalism were already formulated and quotes from a
periodical of the periotb prove his point:

fThe trades unions wil/l

-Syndicalism

1: BEGINNINGS

AnarcheSyndicalism is not a utopia. Anarcho
syndicalist ideas, tactics, and forms of organisation
gradually developed out of the daily lives and struggles

of the oppressed and rebellious workers against the
employing class and the State. Anar@ymdicalsmi
i.e., selfmanagement of industry by the workers
themselves in a stateless societgsts on very solid

foundations. In various forms (guilds, free communes,

revolutionary unions, collectives, cooperatives and
many other voluntary

work and more wages, but they will eventually
abolish wages, become their own masters, and
wor k for each
take the place of the House of Commons and
direct tre commercial affairs of the country,
according to the will of the trades which
comprise associations of

associations) thieendency

ot her é& a

traces back to the
Communes of the French
Revolution of 1789,

industry...

It will begin in our

lodges, extend to our general
union, embrace the
management of the trade,

~ «/. ».) R ',\') 5) ) ";,\:'»_' Dag & ‘b. . .
Haymarket, the Paris B 'cu‘pﬁ(”/ L%u\sm NGl {)@ and finally swallow up the
Commune and other Tisisto Gty cher O 9} whole political pgve r . . . 0
upheavals of the 1880s , thg @ Member of the above Association. - +as (/(,, nton #¢% pages 20&07, and 82B30)

I nternational|

Association (First

ﬂlu//m‘/(/a Jis Annuca, Subisaryption, é t 7 ot /86/ g R.0.

/f p (//}/&///

Lorresponding Secretary for dmeartau

In his ANARCHO

H o sasrrncerce®s CorSec forBelguom Iul‘l ?..(-.4 ;au./ Jtaly SYNDICALISM (page 707
International, WA, founded| [ g e ltalian edition,1947), Rudolf
1864), as well as the French | ol (W (””m‘[% : Rocker notes th
A narchesyndcalist | W‘é/*“? reasire ] % /‘*’Z‘“““"‘W of the General Strike was

movement of the 1890s and

met with great sympathy by

early 19005.

the English wor
The early labour movement at the beginning of the far back as 1832.
Industrial Revolution did not, as Marx declared, consist d" ANARCH(}SYN ICALISM IN THE FIRST
of an Aincoherent scattere es. T

TERNATIONAC M @ mu's

In the days of the International, the radical labour and
socialist Federations in Spain, Italy, Latin America,
large parts of Switzerland (Jura Federation) , Belgium ,
Holland, France, etc., were predominantly Anarcho
Syndicalis in character, while Marxist influence, even
in England, was at most minimal. Rather than relinquish
control over the International, the Marxist faction, in
typical communist party fashion, connived to break up
the International (as Marx and Engels latdmitted).
Their conduct was severely criticised even by Marxist
historians like Franz Mehring, Otto Rihle, Eduard
Bernstein, and others .

labour movement of that period actually constitlia
countersociety, a closekknit network of thousands of
living mutual aid and cultural associations covering all
of Great Britain, including the most remote areas. All
the themes stressed by modern revolutionary socialists
not only the State and |itical institutions, but the

social and economic features of industrial and finance
capitalism, law, monopoly, private property, rent,
interest profitarmed struggle, the class nature of

wor ker s 6 § wearewnlgegdy discussed i the
1790s whenhe Industrial Revolution began, by
thousands of articulate workers

Marx added absolutely nothing new or constructive to
the legacy left by the pioneers of the socialist labour
movement, formulated when Marx was still in his teens.
What is more, as far bl@as 1833 radical workers had
already formulated the basic principles of Anarcho
Syndicalism so viciously opposed by Marx in his
notorious, slanderous campaign against the libertarian
sections of the First International. Surprisingly enough,
E.P. Thompsoithimself a professed Marxist and former
Communist Party member) in his wé&thown work,

THE MAKING OF THE ENGLISH WORKING

Over a century ago, the libertarian pioneers of the First
International formulated the main principles of
AnarcheSyrdicalism. Eugene Varlin, member Of the
French Federation Of the international, declared:

féthe soci al riches ¢
only on the condition that it is controlled by
labour. Otherwise social wealth will be
monopolised by the centralisedithoritarian
State. The State will then institute a hierarchical
organisation of labour from the top down in
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which the worker will be reduced to the level of overcome feudal or cent
a cowed, domesticated animal, indifferent, Councils took an inherently revolutionary
without initiative and widhoetPif owecdldomds .a&dnd Bak

The resoluthn of the Basle Congress of the are closely associated

International outlined an Anarck®yndicalist economic ~ 4: ANARCHO-SYNDICALISM VERSUS MARXISM
order in which the intermeshing coordination of local, LENINISM

regional, national and international Industrial
Federations d. .. wil/l
governments, ahdo away once and for all with the
governments of the past.

take Hi:ﬁ%ians cor]cerned abov&i al! WitE the Marl;xist S i
Lehitlst chdtactér Ofthe R SSIath evolutloh %nor% Or
undetestimate its Anarck®yndicalist tendencies. As
* far bick as 1907 Lenin, in a draft resolution to the Fifth
In a major policy declaration contrasting the Anarcho  Bolshevik Party Congress, initiated discussion on

Syndicalist position as against the authoritarian attitude i ét he wunaf fi |l i ated workers
of the Marxist factions Bakunirexplained: the AnarcheSyndicalist tendencies among the
s . pr.ol.et ar.i,atad . Anna Pankr a
féJust as t he arbdrtdidiae i sdeapultgnroerl t?ahrel fact t ktaber Ai n

violent, alien and hostile to the natural interests
and instincts of the people, to that same degree
must the organisation of the International be

Revolution, anarchist tendencies were easily and
successfully manifested in the first period of chaotic and

free, natural, and in every respect in accordance ?rer ! nt1ll tt Ikv € socl atl f'f sta_t : ﬁ ne T

with these interests and instincts... quently took over management of factories whose
owners were el i minatheTdirdor

fi B what is the natural organisation of the Congress of Soviets (early 1918) Lenin deplored

masses? It is based upon their different Aféanarchist tendencies [ wh

occupations, their daily Life , their various form as selgoverning communes of producers and

kinds of work, their trade organisations . Their consumer s éo
federation in the International and
representation in the Chambers of Labour no
only create a great academy in which the
workers of the International, combining theory
and practice, can and must study economic
science. They also bear in themselves the living
seeds of the new social order. They are creatin
not only the ideas, but tHacts of the future .
itself...o0 (Protestati¥M the Alliance)

iébef or eRussidndrade Uhion
Convention, the Anarch8yndicalists
succeeded in organising, on the platform of the
IWW, between twenty and thirty thousand
miners on the Debaltsev District of the Don
Basin... Throughouhe Novoyrossisk Province,
the labour movement adopted the Anarcho
Syndicalist platfor mé

The Russian Anarch8yndicalist G.P. Maximoff

decl ared that fAt boctgherr i od
1917 was in its sweep and scope a most resplendent one
in anarchist and syndical.
The land to the peasants! The factories to the workers!
Al'l power to the Soviets!o
growth of the Anarchd&@yndicalst, selfmanagement

The anarchist dictum that power in society must
circulate from the bottom up, from the periphery to the
centre, should be reformulated. Power should not flow
from the bot tom up or the top dovior the simple
reason that THERE IS NO TOP, AND THERE IS NO
BOTTOM. Power, like the blood stream, should
circulate freely throughout society, continually
renewing and revitalising its cells.

fi A n a rsyndicalist periodicals in Moscow,

3: SOVIETS e ;
Petrograd and twenty major cities were widely
Oscar Anweiler , in his pioneering work THE circulated and avidly read by the workers. In
SOVIETS,lists Bakunin and Proudhon among the Petrograd, the journal GOLOS TRA and
theoretical forerunners of t IBERABESVNIRehch feached a ardulatioroof k e
sefmanagement ; i . e. rel ease f2r50 @ 0tOhée | St avtoescso wt, U tt ehlea
selfgovernment by cooperative producer groups, circulation was 25, 000¢

autonomy of seifegulating communes. Lenin told the Congress of Factory Councils (June 27,

iéThe i nhtygofsondtsisgiviag i 1918) that fAéwe have aband
toward the most direct, faraching, and workers control and preserved onlgtprinciple of
unrestricted participation of the individual in State control é0 The attemp
public life. When applied to the collective the Wor kersé Opposition factio
soviet becomes the area of sgtivernment by Communist Party in favour of allowing a measure of

the masses combined _ with the will to workersdé6 control of i ndust
revolutionary transformation. the council Lenin and Trotsky (who urged the malitsation of

becomes effective wherever the masseswishto| abour ) as a fAsyndicali st
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attempts to save the Revolution from its usurjpers
uprisings, strikes , passive resistan@iminated in the

the massacre of the Kronstadt Soviet in 1921, the
crushing of the workersod c

slaughter of the gallant Kronstadt rebels in 1921 and the Hungarian Revolution of 1956, the 1958 and

Makhno peasant movemadntthe Ukraine.

5: REVIVAL OF THE INTERNATIONAL
WORKERSO® ASSOCI ATI ON (

The campaign of the Communist Padiyminated Red
International of Trade Unions to infiltrate and finally
capture the international libertarian and Anarcho
Syndicalist labour mvement led to the reestablishment
in 192122 of the original IWA/AIT, retaining the same
principles worked out by the libertarian wing of the first
IWA. Affiliated to the revived IWA/AIT were the
international Anarchd@yndicalist organisations,
totalling well over six million militants.

Though almost depleted by the catastrophic rise of
fascism, the sabotage and infiltration of the communist

magnificent Solidarity uprisings in Poland, the
Czechoslovakian freedom revolts in 1968 and
éf’[%’[l?ﬂ? this day, even in Russia itself; all
included many xommunlsts but would certainly be
condemnedbytheBolsheé ks as an AAnar
Syndicalist deviationo. Th
example of the Spanish Revolution of 1985in which
the great constructive achievements of the Anarcho
Syndicalist movement in establishing rural collectives
and wor k eof isdastryonmere ¢arried out in
accordance with the Anarct®yndicalist principles
formulated by the Libertarian wing of the First
International over a century ago.

It is obvious that workers control in the true sense of
that term is possible only in thénd of libertarian

parties, the degeneration of the Social Democrat parties society envisioned by the pioneers of Anarcho

into the structure of modern capitalism, World War Il,

and the defeat of the Spanish Civil War and Revolution,

the IWA/AIT miraculously survive$ even making
some progress.

6: CONCLUSIONS

The desire for worikhkeys b
principle of AnarcheSyndicalismi is deeply rooted in
the heart of th world proletariat. The movement for

Syndicalism. Deep changes in the structure of society

will have to be made, and many hard battles fought
before workersdé6 control i s
collaborationist , politicallydominated labour

organisations now thoroughly integrated into the

structure of capitalism and the state cannot, and will not

C eventbégin ko indidte révaludonagytctiabges. It is

imperative that we begin a wiganging discussion of

radicalising and rebuildingeh wor ker sd mov .

free Soviets (councils) which the workers and peasants work out much more effective methods than have thus

of Russia fought for and which vas finally crushed with

far been advanced. Speed the day!

Carlo Tresca Remembered

Sam Dolgoff

Libertarian Labor RevieviNo. 6, 198
Dorothy GallagherAll the Right Enemies: The Life and Murder of Carlo Treguatgers University Press, 1988

Dor ot hy Gwdrdplaygnriessr 6 <
the highest praise for fusing the career |
of the Italian anarchsyndicalist Carlo
Tresca with the great class struggles a
other social movements of the first half
of the 20th century. Her work is the
product of years of painstaking resgg
interviews with survivors who
participated in the struggles, and those
who knew him personally.

Tresca was a natural rebel. To escape
military service and punishment for
Asubversiveo acti:’
Switzerland and finally emigrated to the
United States in 1904. He was then a
socialist (in Italy he edited the Socialist
paperll Germe[The Seeld, becoming
an anarcheyndicalist eight years later
in 1912. He propaganstid the cruelly

Carlo Tresca (1879

exploited Italian immigrants herded
into virtual slave mining aaps and
steel mills in the Pittsburgh and other
midwestern areas. Tresca participated
in the great IWW struggles, the
Lawrence, Massachusetts textile
strike, the Paterson, New Jersey silk
mill strike, the New York City hotel
and restaurant workers strikbe great
Mesabi Range iron ore miners strike
in Minnesota, the demonstrations
calling on the workers to avenge the
udlow, Colorado massacre to crush
the miners strike, the hunger march of
the unemployed in New York, and
many other no less militant strugg.
In all of these struggles, as against the
liberals and socialists, Tresca urged
the adoption of anarchsyndicalist
direct action tactics.

-1940)
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Trescabs propaganda inclu
issues but also attacked the priesthood, the gangsters
andextortionists I|ike the
came from lItaly, as well as a host of other social evils.

I n this connectLi6dAn,v (e asec
Future) congratulated the parents of newborn infants
who shunned baptism and pledged theildckn as the
champions of free thought. During his lifetime Tresca
was jailed dozens of times, fined, threatened with
deportation, charged with offenses ranging from
disturbing the peace and assault to high treason; was
bombed, mutilated by an assassin edwith a razor,
almost kidnapped, shot at, and finally murdered.

Tr escaoblsé Avowmagbaned from the mails
for opposing World War One and often for violating
other postal regulations.

What has been mistakenly
Mo v e me n teither & pasty nar a movement guided
by a written constitution, rules and regulations, but
rather, an informal association of comrades
communicating with each other through personal
contacts, gatherings, correspondence, and informal
exchange of views. Desibns were reached by
consensusThus, for example, the campaign that drove
the fascists from the streets of New York by assaulting
their speakers and breaking up their meetings was
informally launched by Tresca and his comrades.

The impression that Tresdaecause of his participation
in IWW strikes, was a member of the orgsation is not
true. When he became an anarsjadicalist, he

became a freelancer, never a member ofl@amyur
organization. Regardless of their affiliation, he was
devoted solely tohe cause of the rardndfile, the
underdog. He persistently exposed the corruption, class
collaboration, and dictatorship of their officials. For
example, Gallagher reports that Tresca, in 1910 during
the Westmoreland miners strike, proved that the
officials of their union, the United Mine Workers, were
in league with the coal operators.

Tresca, while proclaiming consistent adherence to
anarchesyndicalist principles, was nevertheless at times
given to poor judgment in interpreting events. Gallagher
cites two examples; approval of the Soviet regime and
the electoral victory of the Italian Socialist Party.
Ignoring the obvious fact that Russia was ruled by a
ruthless Communist Party dictatorship, he maintained
that the position of the Spartacists (a comisiLsect)

and the Italian Communist Party were all in accord with
revolutionary syndicalismhTresca preferred the

electoral victory of the Italian Socialist Party rather than
the clergy, the employer, and the government. But as in
Russia, a new socialiparty government, like all states,
indicates not an orientation toward Socialism but to the
monopoly of power.

! To clarify, Trescd like mostanarchists initially
supported the Bolshevik regime huagain like most

Wieed | criticized honrfdr gssogpiating &vith yefoenisto n o m
class collaborationist unions, Carlo explained that since
nhe practical disappearaié a WV frohathedextilew h o
mills after the defeat of the Paterson strike, the Italian
spéagkingjworkerns joiaed reformist unions like the ACW
(Amalgamated Clothing Workers) and ILGWU
(International Ladies Garment Workers Union), leaving
him no alternative.

Tr e s c a @ Martello (@re Hammer) was bankrupt.
For him, the disappearancelbMartello meant the loss
of effective contact with the Italian workers. He was so
constituted that without such activity he could not exist.
In a revealing meeting withuigi Antonini, Secretary
Treasurer of Italiarspeaking Local 89 of the ACW,
Tresca told him that his only condition for cooperation
was that financial assistance be provided by the union.
Angohini rerdindéd tien thét fier skosila ke grateful
becaliMagelldwoul d not exi st
Tresca was not employed by the union in any capacity,
sought no privilege for himself and served without
compensation. In return for financial assistance Tresca
would collaboraté asheputit 6 gi ve my wor k
you. o0

A

Trescds coll aboration was ac
union leaders suddenly became anarchists, but because
his influence in the Italian locals would serve to

reinforce their power. To ask the dictator of a-ptate
capitalist union to subsidize an anarchistij@l is an

illusioni an unprincipled and unworkable deviation.

True to our principles, the publicationlbMartello

should have been suspended if the funds to sustain it
could not otherwise be raised.

To her credit, Gallagher documents the very impaortan
point that Tresca, in collaborating with the ACW did

not sell out, did not repudiate anaretyndicalism but

on the contrary, tried to sustain and reinforce his
principles. She notes in this connection that Tresca, in
opposition to the euphoricpiRoose e |l t A New D
policy of the reformist un
was an industrial and social dictator whose attempts at
reform served only to preserve the failing capitalist
system, 0 a charge that app
labouralliesaswelns Tr escads cooper
very same unions. Tresca trapped himself in the

insoluble contradiction between collaboration and his
dearest revolutionary aspirations. Notwithstanding his
mistakes, his dedication to our cause never faltered.

Without reservations, Tresca endorsed the position of
our anarchist communist/syndicalist jourvanguard

a position based on the anaretymdicalist principles of
the International Workers Association (IWA). Like
TrescaVanguardcastigated both the CIO and Afdr
helping the government to regulate thbour

movement into the pattern of emerging state capitalism.

anarchist$ by the early 1920s he had recognised the nature
of the regime and opposed iBléck Flag
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TheVanguardfearlessly exposed the sickening paperMan! for writing, andL 6 A d ufer publiahing,

duplicity and opportunism of the prapitalist an article full of lies and misrepresentations, even
collaborationist unions and their dictatorial conduct, insinuating that she justified the Bolshevik crushing of
gladly reprinting an article from the Italian IWW organ  the Kronstadt rebellion and Alexander Berkman

Il Proletario by fellow worker Joseph Mangano, attacked Graham for his fj

denouncing the dictatorship of Luigi Antonini
SecretaryTreasurer of the Italiaspeaking Local 89 of
the ACW. We gl adly accept
a supplementary page in EnglishliiMartello,
uncensored, and with full expression of our views.

I spoke with Tresca on the same platform on many
gasmﬁs before, durmﬁq and a?ner the S?anlsh C|V|I
ﬁet?/oslu?o% 8nd at Ro time did he d?spla?/ he v
slightest inclination to modify his anarcisgndicalist
convictions. The
| first met Tresca in 1933 : . . . anarchists condemdélresca
when a united frot : ‘ i} . for his friendly relations with
defencecommittee was influential politicians and
organged to defend the individuals. But his critics
militant antifascist Athos ignored the fact that he used
Terzani (an anarchist these connections to help
whom [ first met in the people in need of protection,
AfiRoad to Fre who could not cope with the
group). Terzani was falsel byzantine governmental
accused of having shot an bureaucracy. Trescaas, so to
killed his young comrade speak, a onean social
Anthony Fierro during a e D : agency. His assistance made
freefor-al battle at a e e ) life a little more bearablaow
meeting of the fascist £ B R o T N i B Bk R for hundreds of desperate
Silver Shirts of America. ' - troubled people at the bottom
By way of supplementing of the social pyramid. In the
Gall agher 6s : words of Patrick Henry, | defy
stress the key role of i L 1 Trescabs detract
Herbert Mahler, Secretary | SENICEBIEENGRIGHGSIOME - TreasonMaké he Most o
of the IWW General N .U I DORN DS OL N il Tresca faithfully abided

Defense Committee in

gathering the information | DDRDTHY GALLAGHE% | Dy necessary temporary

needed for T agreements with different

release. To celebrate groupings, he would debate
' o - even personal friends who were
Terzani 6s ac ., .. . . _.

oublicize the demand for political ideological opponents

) : . . at the ﬁdrop of a hat. o |
punishment of the real killers, TerzAanl and his fiance then Trotsk ec st Max Shachtman beforea
accepted Mahl erds suggest 31

. . Il1u8e audie cg IrV| PraYa Haltfie SHPJPeét °
mﬁnsif:?gzl g(;mn\?uzgaez%;%;;:%ovxe;en rg\?;fd by Anarchism versus Bolshewsr_n Shac_htman a sklll_ed
widely reported in the press and radio’ debater, eloquenyly argged h|§ casein flue_nt English.

: But Tresca, in spite of his halting English, in the
Since unitedront arrangements between anarchist and overwhelmingopinion of the audience convincingly
nonranarchist groups were successfully concluded, therepresented the anarchist position and devastatingly
was all the more reason to expect much closer refuted Shachtmanés ar gume
cooperation between the Italian anarchist 6 Adun at
andll Martello groups. From my own observation, it
was the atagonistic attitude of the 6 A d ugnoapt a
and their willingness to engage in sectarian attacks
againstl Martello which made any kind of cooperation
impossible. For example, Emma Goldman severely
condemned Marcus Graham, editor of the anarchist

Ver forty years ago | t oo
comrades and strewed flowers on the spot where he fell,
murdered by hired assassins, paid tribute to his gallant
achievements for the emancipation of the oppressed.
Since then, only a few of us remain. The rest of our dear
comrades have passed away.
biography is a fitting tribute to his memyo

GL 'Y gKIF{d L &dsyhBicalisttagarciish body3asdysoul with the revolution in Russia. But ma
new things have taken place in Russia since the time the communists in authdril@ § S X F 6 2 dzii |
dictatorship of the Proletariat. But the dictatorship is there to stay until the third revolution uproots it in the

YEYS 2F ftA0SNIE:I gKAOK G2RIF&3X S@Sy x@arloldedca A |




Voltairine de Cleyre

Freedom: A Journal of Anarchist Communjshugust 1912

This brilliant fighter for when we deviate from the
individual freedom, who died straight line; but Voltairine
in Chicago on June 29, was kept herself to it unflinchingly.

buried in Waldheim Cemetery,
close to the C
Memorial. She had been an
invalid for years, but her stronc
will kept her from giving way
entirely. Recently, hower, it
was found necessary to
perform an operation, which
gave some relief; but a seconc
operation took place, from

Writing from New York,

Alexander Berkman says:
AvVoltairine was,
exaggeration, the greatest

woman America has produced

so far. Certainly the ablest and
mostrevolutionary and
uncompromisingAmerican
Anarchist. Her death is a very
serious |l oss to

: a
which she never recovered. \ y The esteem in which she was
Voltairine de Cleyre was born ; held was .shown by the crowd

at Leslie, Michigan, on Nov. which assembled at the

17, 1869. Her father was graveside, among those

French, and her mother present being representatives
American. She received an of the Wgtheer so
ordinary school education as a Bohemi an Baker sg
child, and from the age of, 13 Turnerso Unions,
to 18 was in a Catholic Hungarian, Czech, and Italian
educational institute in Canade Voltairine de Cleyre branches of the LW.W., the

On leaving this place, and (1866 -1912) Womands Society
beginning the struggle for a and the Jewish Cabinet

living, the effects of her religious training soon Makersd Union. Vincent S

disappeeed, and at the age of 19 she began writing .W.W.), William Haywood, W. Trautmann, and
in a Freethought magazine, and soon became its  others represented the militant wing of the
editor, shortly afterwards making a tour of the American Labour movement.

Eastern Provinces for t R\?ery éﬂ&‘eeir{teirngtignrél mgnﬁoﬂa?rﬁegtihgntc%l? rs

Society. The eighhour movement of 1886 and the place in New York on July 1. Numerous well

ChiEaggr'][raggdy btéght her into thelAnﬁr]Chijtb known speakers paid their tribute to the memory of
ranks. She obtained a very scanty livelinood by o\ «omrade, and telegrams were read franious

tea_chlng, Wh'(.:h In recent years prevented her associations and comrades unable to be present.
taking a prominent part in propaganda work.

However, those who heard her lecture or read her A committee has been formed to gather and publish
writings know how her indignation burnetiwhite ~ her works. Many poems and articles in MS. are in
heat when describing the wrongs and injustices of hand, and these, with her published works and a
our social system. To her, the Anarchist ideal was biographical sketch, will be issued in two volumes.
something more than a dream of the future; it was aDonations and advance orders showy be sent to H.
guide for everyday life, and not to be comprised  Kelly, care ofMother Earth 55 West 28th Street,
with. Most of us can find excuses for oursslv New York.

To her, the Anarchist ideal was something more than a dream of the future;

it was a guide for everyday life

! The Selected Works of Voltairine de Cleyeglited by
Alexander Berkman, was published Mother Earth in 1914. It
was reprinted in 2016 by AK PresBlgck Flag
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Sex Slavery

Voltairine de Cleyre
1890

Night in a prison cell! A chair, a bed, a small support them, why, then, sits Moses Harman there
washstand, four blank walls, ghastly in the dim light within his prison cell? If he is sgreata criminal, why

from the corridor without, a nanmowindow, barred and  is he not with the rest of the spawn of crime, dining at
sunken in the stone, a grated door! Beyond its hideous Del moni cods or enjoying a
iron latticework, within the ghastly wall,a man! An bad a man, why in the nanof wonder did he ever get

old man, greyhaired and wrinkled, lame and suffering.  in the penitentiary?

There he sits, in his great loneliness, shut in front all the
earth.There he walks, to and fro, within his measured
space, apart from all he loves! There, for every night in
five long years to come, he will walk alone, while the
white ageflakes drop upon his head, while the last
years of the winter of life gather and paasd his body

Ah, no; it is not because he has done any evil thing; but

because he, a pure enthusiasgrching, searching

always for the cause of misery of the kind which he

loved with that broad love of which only the pure soul

is capable, searched for the data of evil. And searching
so he found the vestibule of life to be a prison cell; the

draws near the ashes. Every

night, for five long years to holiest ancpurest part of

o . Let Wo ma n as k h e r| thetemple of the body, if
come, he will sit alone, this indeed one part can be

is taken by the Staté,an . .

without recompense save thal MY brain said not to be the ?nnoostth S(re’vrt?oigﬂov\\g%e the
the Souther planter gave his - aqual of his brain? Why is my truth should be laid, he
l\!egroes; every night he wil i i found this altar ravished

sit there so within those four work not paid equally with . ’

despoiled, trampled upon.
his? Why must my body be He found little babies,
helpless, voidess little
things, generated in lust,
Why may he take my labour in cursed with impure moral
natures, cursed, prenatally,
with the germs of disease,

white walls. Every night, for
five long years to come, a
suffering woman will he upon|  controlled by my husband?
her bed, longing, longing for
the end of those three

thousand days; longing for thy  the household, giving me in
kind face, the patient hand,

: it? forced into the world to
that in so many years had exchange what he deems fit~ Strucgle and to suffer. to
Pe\?r fallled her. E\;ery night, | Why may he take my children hate themselves, to hate
or five long years to come, . . .
the proud spirit must rebel, from me? Will them away :E:'r:]rqgtﬂgtrz fs?)rc?(-zet?rg]ngd 0
the loving heart must bleed, whil e y et unbor n? berted by it in returri; a
the broken home must he bane ubon self and race
desecrated. As | am speaking woman ask. P ’

draining the lees of crime.

And he said, this felon with
the stripes upon his body,
go free! Let the little children be pure love children,

born of the mutual desire for parage. Let the

manacles be broken from the shackled slave, that no
more sl aves be born, no mo

now, as you are listening,
there within the cell of that accursed penitentiary whose
stanes have soaked tip the sufferings of so many
victims, murdered, as truly as any outside their walls, by
that slow rot which eats away existence, inogal,i as

| am speaking now, as you are listenitiggre sits

Moses Harman!

He looked, this obscenikioked with clear eyes into
this ill-got thing you call morality, sealed with the seal
of marriage, and saw in it the consummation of
immorality, impurity, and injustice. He beheld every

prositution t? the level of the_w_ages of your starving married woman what she is, a bonded slave, who takes
shirt makers; when robbers sit in State and natio S

S_enate_and\House, whe_n th(?a k”% ﬁ”g% hgrpg\)ag eéPhgruF

Idil E i rW; Ir v?/iti ’rot tr:bler el : evxf ti \; € hrou%rptﬁe IJdeaI of pre ngn%ya dhe thrdes of?ravahjl
CebOoX, where great gamblers piay away you athisdictation,i not at her desire; who can control no

liberties; when debauchees of the worst type hold all . .
. . : property, not even her own body, without his @anis
your public offices and dine off the foad fools who and from whose straining arms the children she bears
41

Why? Why, when murder now is stalking in your
streets, when dens of infamy are so thick within your
city that competition has forced down the price of



may be torn at his pleasure, or willed away while they
are yet unborn. It is said the English language has a
sweeter word than any othérhome But Moses
Harman looked beneath the word and sawidbgi a
prison more horrible than that where he is sitting now,
whose corridors radiate over all the earth, and with so
many cells, that none may count them.

Yes, our Masters! The earth is a prison, the marfiage
bed is a cell, women are the prisoners] gou are the
keepers!

He saw, this corruptionist, how in
those cells are perpetrated such
outrages as are enough to make ti
cold sweat stand upon the forehes
and the nails clench, and the teeth
set, and the lips grow wieitn
agony and hatred. And he saw too
how from those cells might none
come forth to break her fetters,
how no slave dare cry out, how all
these murders are done quietly,
beneath the sheltérshadow of
home, and sanctified by the angeli
benediction of aipce of paper,
within the silenceshade of a
marriage certificate, Adultery and
Rape stalk freely and at case.

Yes, for that is adultery where

woman submits herself sexually to
man, without desire on her part, fo
the sake of fAkert

ikeeping him at home, 0

Moses Harman (1830
t he

his chattel, his wife he may not only force unwelcome
children upon, outrage at his own good pleasure, and
keep as a general cheap and convenient piece of
furniture, but if she does not get a divorce (and she
cannot for such cause) he can follow her wherever s
goes, come into her house, eat her food, force her into
the cell kill her by virtue of his sexual authority! And
she has no redress unless he is indiscreet enough to
abuse her in some less brutal but unlicensed manner. |
know a case in your city wheeewoman was followed

so for ten years by her

husband. | believe he finally

developed grace enough to die:

please applaud him for the

only decent thing he ever did.

Oh, is it not rare, all this talk
about the preservation of
morality by marriage law! O
splendid carefulness to
preserve that which you have
not got! O height and depth of
purity, which fears so much
that the children will not know
who their fathers are, because,
forsooth, they must rely upon
their motherds
the hired certificatiorof some
priest of the Church, or the
Law! | wonder if the children
would be improved to know
what their fathers have done. |
0 would rather, much rather, not
know who my father was than

w

-1910)
WO me n

say. (Well, if a man did not love me and respect himself know he had been a tyrant to my mother. | would rather,

enough t o b boutfprostitutingine,uhe O
might go, and welcome. He has no virtue to keep.) And

w inuch rather, bélegitimate according to the statutes of

men, than illegitimate according to the unchanging law

that is rape, where a man forces himself sexually upon aof Nature. For what is it to be legitimate, born

woman whether he is licensed by the marriage lawtodoiaccor di ng

it or not. And that is the vilest of all tyranny where a

to lawo? It is
child of a man who acknowledges his fatherhootpby

man compls the woman he says he loves, to endure the because he is forced to do so, and whose conception of

agony of bearing children that she does not want, and
for whom, as is the rule rather than the exception, they
cannot properly provide. It is worse than any other
human oppression; it is fair@odlike! To thesexual

t he
at

virtue is realised by
is to keep her husband
woman who cares more for, the benediction of Mrs.

Grundy than the simple honour ofthe | over 6s w

tyrant there is no parallel upon earth; one must go to the conceives prostitution to be purity and duty when

skies to find a fiend who thrusts life upon his children
only to starve and curse and outcast and damn them!
And only through the marriage law is such tyranny
possible. The man who deceivees/oman outside of
marriage (and mind you, such a man will decéive
marriage too) may deny his own child, if he is mean
enoughHe cannot tear it from her arniishe cannot
touch it! The girl he wronged, thanks to your very pure
and tender morality staadd, may die in the street for
want of food.He cannot force his hated presence upon
her again. But his wife, gentlemen, his wife, the woman
he respects so much that he consents to let her merge
her individuality into his, lose her identity and become

exacted of her by her husband. It is to have Tyranny as
your progenitor, and slavery as your prenatal cradle. It
is to run the risk of unwe
constitutional weakness,arals corrupted before birth,
possibly a murder instinct, the inheritance of excessive
sexuality or no sexuality, either of which is disease. it is

to have the value of a piece of paper, a rag from the
tattered garments of the i
health, beauty, talent or goodness; for | never yet had
difficulty in obtaining the admission that illegitimate
children are nearly always prettier and brighter than
others, even from conservative women. And how
supremely disgusting it is to see them Idaim their
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