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EU 3.5 million jobs lie  

D 
uring the recent EU debates 
between arch euro fanatic 
Nick Clegg and UKIP leader 

Nigel Farage the Lib Dem leader 
dragged up the well -worn lie that 3.5 
million jobs in Britain depend on EU 
membership.  
   This claim is based on one study car-
ried out over ten years ago which the 
researcher himself has since repudi-
ated. 

   Yet it is still being pumped out by the 
right wing campaign group British In-
fluence, headed up by Tory spin doctor 
Peter Wilding and one Peter Mandel-
son, as well as by trade unions that 
should know better such as Unite. 
   Sn a`bj to Bkdffƍr ahf khd Aqtrrdkr
mouthpiece The Independent newspaper 
recently recycled "new analysis" using 
the same statistics. 
   But statisticians at independent fact-
checking organisation Full Fact point 
out: "Figures from the early 2000s sug-
gest around three million jobs are 
linked to trade with the European Un-
ion, they don't say they are dependent 
on the UK being an EU member. 
   ƏTrhmf rhlhk`q ldsgncr+ ` rhlhk`q ehf,
ure today has shown closer to 4.5 mil-
lion jobs, but this still doesn't show 
how many are dependent on UK mem-
bership." 
   The 2004 paper from the National In-

stitute of Economic and Social Research 
(NIESR) estimated, using similar meth-
ods, that up to 3.2m UK jobs "are now 
associated directly with exports of 
goods and services to other EU coun-
tries." It warned that: "there is no a pri-
ori reason to suppose that many of 
these, if any, would be lost perma-
nently if Britain were to leave the EU."  
In fact, NIESR director Jonathan Portes, 
who is certainly no Eurosceptic, de-
scribed this research as "past [its] sell-
by date." 
   The list of factories, car plants, engi-
neering centres and jobs being stripped 
out of Britain's manufacturing base and 
transferred abroad due to the logic of 
the EU single market is never men-
tioned by supporters of EU "free move-
ment" rules. 
   From Peugeot's decision to close the 
Ryton plant in Coventry in 2006 and 
move production to Slovakia and 
Ford's decision to transfer production 
from Southampton to a plant in Turkey 
last year, jobs in the neoliberal EU 
move towards the lowest wage levels 
and EU regional funds are actively 
used to encourage this process. 
   No politician who supports Britain's 
EU membership can claim to support a 
future of good -quality, well -paid, 
highly skilled jobs in Britain. In fact it is 
simply impossible due to membership 
of the single European market and the 
EU. 
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News 

In his opening statement to the Munich 
Security Conference, a yearly meeting of 
European and US security chiefs, on 1 
February, the president of the European 
Council, Herman van Rompuy, after 
expressing his full sympathy and sup-
port for the Ukrainian demonstrators, 
rs`sdc9 ƏRnld odnokd sghmj Dtqnod`mr
are naïve, that we prefer carrots over 
sticks. Now, I am not saying that we 
cannot sometimes play our hand more 
strongly.  
   ƏH jmnv sgd DT hr rnldshldr knnjdc `s
as somewhat of a Florence Nightin-
galeƋbut we do not 
just send nurses and 
nutritionists, we also 
send judges and police-
men, soldiers and ma-
rines. In fact we just 
decided to send in 
principle around 600 
troops to Bangui 
(Central African Re-
public). They will 
work side by side with 
sgnrd ne Eq`mbd ƕƐ 
   This would be the 
first time since their 
creation in 2007 that a 
military unit of the EU 
Battle Group would be 
deployed under direct 
command of the Council of the EU, and 
hs hr `m nlhmntr cdudknoldms- ƏVd
bkd`qkx oqdedq choknl`shb rnktshnmr+Ɛ u`m

Qnlotx sgqd`sdmdc+ Əats ntq bntmsqhdr
are ready to use military force when 
mdbdrr`qx-Ɛ 
   In his invitation to the EU Council 
meeting of 19Ɗ20 December, van Rom-
puy announced to the heads of state and 
fnudqmldms9 ƏAdenqd ntq ehqrs vnqjhmf
session, the NATO secretary-general 
will share some thoughts with us ahead 
of the thematic debate that we will have 
on defence policy. I should indeed like 
us to have a strategic discussion on one 
of the major current challenges in the 
field of defence: what should we be do-

ing, as Union and as EU 
Member States, to retain and 
develop the capabilities that 
are critical for our defence 
and our security, and how 
can we encourage more co-
operation to reach this goal. 
After the discussion, we will 
adopt the corresponding part 
ne sgd bnmbktrhnmr ƕ 

   ƏRs`qshmf sghr xd`q+
Europeans will be 
launching new joint 
defence programmes, 
for  cut t ing -edge 
drones, satellite com-
munication, cyber 
defence and air-to-air 
refuelling, emphasis-

ing that it was the start of a process. All 
sgdrd snnkr+Ɛ gd r`hc+ Ə`qd `s sgd rdquhbd
ne Dtqnodƍr hmsdqdrsr `mc rdbtqhsx-Ɛ 

A number of studies have been carried out 
on the total cost to the UK of our EU mem-
bership, with conflicting results depending 
on the assumptions made about some of the 
elements which are more difficult to quan-
tify. Our budgetary membership cost, how-
ever, is clear cut and beyond dispute, al-
though the true figures are surprisingly 
difficult to find in official documents. This 
is partly because the main focus tends to be 
on the gross and net amount we pay into 
the main EU budget rather than the total 
costs, including all off budget items such as 
the heavy fines we have had to pay from 
time to time, capital as well as revenue cost 
on projects such as Galileo, and item such 

as some CAP and aid payments which go 
through separate budgets from the main 
one. If all these items are included, the cur-
rent net cost to the UK is about £12bn per 
annum. Furthermore, it is on a rising trend 
partly because of phasing down of the re-
bate we have had and partly because of 
rising EU expenditure. The Office for 
Budget Responsibility estimates that these 
costs are going to rise by a further £1Obn 
over the period between 2013 and 2018. Is 
Labour going to allow these trends to con-
tinue or to press for changes? 
 
(Report by Labour Euro -Safeguards Cam-
paign Bulletin March 2014) 

Bob Crow  

Our Campaign against Euro-
federalism is profoundly 
shocked and deeply sad-
dened at the loss of RMT 
General Secretary Bob Crow. 
He was a man of principle 
with proletarian guts and 
worked unequivocally for, on 
and by the side of trade un-
ionists and working people. 
His leadership of RMT in-
cluded outright opposition to 
the austerity policies and pri-
vatisation which stem from 
Brussels. He fully supported 
and encouraged the labour 
and trade union movement to 
return to a policy for the with-
drawal of Britain from the EU. 
Within this he supported our 
Campaign to which RMT is 
affiliated. 
 
Bob Crow would be amused 
at all the fine words ex-
pressed by those who op-
posed him and would cer-
s`hmkx r`x Əsgd a`rs`qcr
waited until I died to give me 
any back-g`mcdc bqdchsƐ- 
 
We send condolences to 
QLS ldladqr `mc Anaƍr
family. The best way to com-
memorate the life of Bob 
Crow is to work harder to 
carry out his principles and 
objectives. 
 
John Boyd 
Secretary 
 
For and on behalf of the 
Campaign against Euro-
federalism 

Hmbqd`rhmf bnrs ne Aqhs`hmƍr DT ldladqrgho 

EU sends Battle Group to Africa  
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Cnmƍs kds sgd e`q-right lead  

S 
everal reports indicate the far 
right, including fascists and 
neo-fascists are gaining 

ground in several EU member 
states. The far right perceived stand 
is on the question of EU member-
ship. In Britain one anti -EU Tory 
MEP has turned himself into an 
apologist for fascists by accusing the 
left of misunderstanding the origins 
of fascism. He even says fascism and 
Nazism are and were based on so-
cialism. 

The National Socialists (Nazis) were 
neither national nor socialist. Ini-
sh`kkx hm sgd 082/ƍr hs v`r adkhdudc
the Nazis were going to solve the 
unemployment problems within 
Germany. History tells us that they 
were for the expansion of imperialist 
Germany. They had the support of 
leading capitalists including Krupps 
and Ford who maintained and pro-
moted Hitler and his fascist party. 
The larger transnational corpora-
tions today are the biggest support-
ers and promoters of the European 
Union.  

In Britain it was significant that 
Oswald Moseley's British Union of 
Fascists was the first political party 
in 1949 to call for a European Union. 
This union was to include parts of 
North Africa in "Europe". Again this 
was not a national policy but an im-
perialist pro -capitalist one support-
ing the end of national independ-
ence and right to self-determination. 
The latter along with democracy are 
the important and necessary pre-
requisites for socialism. 

Once again the role today of fascists 
is one where they are held in reserve 
and if necessary promoted to take 
part in dividing the working class 
and peoples of Britain to ensure 
capitalism persists. Devices used 
would include playing either or 
both the 'race card' and 'red card' 
scares and is currently wrapped 

around the question of immigration.  

As this paper has explained many 
times the European Union and its 
institutions are the antithesis of de-
mocracy, national independence 
and right to self -determination. This 
includes the right to have a socialist 
economy or any other economic sys-
tem. In other words the EU is top -
hatted fascism without funny sa-
lutes and jackboots. Capitalism is set 
in reinforced concrete in the Euro-
pean Constitution.  

What has to be remembered and 
taken into consideration is that the 
majority of people in these islands 
are working class, and the organisa-
tions which represent them form the 
labour and trade union movement. 
Without the support of that move-
ment there will be no getting Britain 
out of the EU. Poll after poll clearly 
indicates the overwhelming major-
ity of people in Britain want an end 
to EU membership. 

The longer Britain stays in the EU 
the worse conditions will become. 
Austerity policies which emanate 
from Brussels are yet another taster 
of the immediate and short term fu-
ture. These ConDem policies are 

permanent and are to be added to 
with further cuts in everything pub-
khb- B`ldqnmƍr s`kj ne hmbnldr qhrhmf
faster than inflation by one tenth of 
one percent indicates a way out of 
austerity should fool nobody.  

Britain has been all but de-
industrialised and currently suffers 
mass unemployment, especially 
amongst young people. The simple 
ability to create wealth and trade 
across the world is fast disappear-
ing. The financial sector, City of 
London, banks and transnational 
corporations are represented by the 
lhkkhnm`hqdrƍ b`ahmds vgn qtkd sgd
roost. They are in a hurry to consoli-
date their reactionary hold on every-
thing and do not want Britain to 
leave the EU to regain the right to 
self determination and an to end 
capitalism. Cameron talk of amend-
ing EU treaties is an impossibility.  

The left in particular and the labour 
and trade union movement must 
wake up to the dangers of the far 
right taking the lead and return to 
an anti-EU position and take the 
lead to withdraw Britain from the 
EU then the right and far right will 
do so with dreadful and obvious 
consequences. 



 

   

Connolly  

Association  

affiliates to 

CAEF 
The Connolly Association 
is an organisation founded 
in 1938 and is for a united 
independent Ireland and 
opposed to the European 
Union. There is a website: 
connollyassociation.org.uk 
 which includes the Irish 
Democrat. 
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NATO 
On 28 March Nato countries  
agreed that former Norwe-
gian Prime Minister Jens 
Stoltenberg should be the 
next secretary general of the 
military alliance and chairman 
of the North Atlantic Council, 
in succession to Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen. 
   Currently leader of the La-
bour Party in Norway and a 
UN special envoy on climate 
change, Stoltenberg will start 
his new post on 1 October, 
when Rasmussen's mandate 
expires. 
   The US pressed for this 
appointment to avoid horse-
trading of posts that will occur 
after the European Parlia-
ment poll in May. 

4th Railway Package  

Sgd Dtqnod`m Bnllhrrhnmƍr
plans for a 4th rali package 
was amended by a majority 
of MEPs in the European 
Parliament. Lobbying was led 
by the European Transport 
Federation (ETF) campaign-
hmf `f`hmrs sgd Bnllhrrhnmƍr
proposals. 
   This EU Package would 
bring an end to public owner-
ship including the profitable 
and state run East Coast 
Main Line. 
   A recent poll in Britain 
came to the conclusion that 
the majority of people want 
the railways brought back 
into the public sector. 

New corporate transparency rules will not 

include tax measures. A plan to make com-

panies reveal the tax they pay, country by 

country, has been abandoned, knocking back 

the efforts of those 

who had pushed to 

curb tax avoidance by 

transnational busi-

nesses. 

Schemes used by 

Starbucks, Apple, 

Google, Amazon and 

other corporations 

operating within the 

law to minimise their 

t a x  o b l i g a t i o n s 

prompted heated public debate last year. The 

matter has since dropped off the political 

agenda, and lawmakers in the EU Parlia-

ment and member-countries have shelved 

proposals to toughen new transparency rules 

by forcing big companies to disclose how 

much tax they pay in each of the countries 

where they have operations. 

Instead the rules due to be adopted by 

2016 will be limited to disclosure of com-

pany policies concerning, among other 

things, the environment, respect for human 

rights, and management diversity. Compa-

nies can keep information secret if it is 

deemed sensitive. 

Offshore holding companies are provided 

in Bermuda and the Cayman Islands for tax 

avoidance. We give them unlimited status 

under company law to 

ensure that they are not 

transparent! 

For example, according 

to a calculation by Fin-

facts, about ú40 billion, 

or more than 40 per cent 

of Irish services exports 

of ú90 billion in 2012 

and related national out-

put, resulted from global 

tax avoidance schemes. 

It should be pointed out that Ireland gains 

little from this tax cheating other than an 

unquantifiable number of jobs. We are 

merely assisting the big corporations. 

Germany and Britain led the push to limit 

the new law. Member-states talk a good 

story about wanting more transparency for 

transnational corporations; but when it 

comes to putting their money where their 

mouth is, they donôt want strong rules. The 

member states killed this measure, standing 

by the big corporations. 

Itôs just another nail in the coffin of a 

ñSocial Europeò. 

News 

 

Another nail in  

ƌRnbh`k Dtqnodƍ bneehm 

The German Chancellor wants "EU edu-
cation in schools across Europe to pre-
pare the next generation and to nurture 
a European approach". School students 
should be given an " EU education" in 
the classroom to tackle "ignorance" and 
growing public Euro -scepticism, accord-
hmf sn ` Dtqnod`m Odnokdrƍ O`qsx 'DOO(
election manifesto signed by Angela 
Merkel and other leaders from Ireland, 
Poland, Spain, Hungary, Portugal, 
Greece, Cyprus and Latvia launched the 
manifesto were in Dublin on 7 March.  
   The EPP has the largest number of 
MEPs, majority of European Commis-
sioners including the Commission Presi-
dent, and members on the Council of 
Ministers.  
   The call for a federal Europe and Euro-
pean school lessons puts the Prime Min-
ister at odds with the German Chancel-
lor, who is regarded as his key ally and 

further isolates Britain at a time when 
some other EU countries are seeking 
closer integration. 
    Former prime minister of Luxem-
bourg, Jean-Claude Juncker, was chosen 
by the EPP on Friday to be its leading 
candidate during the EU elections and 
as contender to be the next president of 
the European Commission in October 
this year. 
   Juncker, is a passionate supporter of 
sgd hcd` ne ` ƏTmhsdc Rs`sdr ne DtqnodƐ
and chaired meetings of the eurozone at 
sgd gdhfgs ne sgd DT rhmfkd btqqdmbxƍr
debt crisis until he resigned as Luxem-
antqfƍr kd`cdq `lhc ` rb`mc`k nudq hkkd,
gal phone-tapping.  
   ƏH `l sns`kkx hm e`untq- Sgd jmnvkdcfd
of Europe has to be deepened in school 
oqnfq`lldr+Ɛ gd r`hc- ƏSgdqd hr hfmn,
rance about the basics and this was evi-
dent during the so -b`kkdc dtqn bqhrhr-Ɛ 

You will believe in the EU  



 

   

AGM and Public 

Meeting  
CAEF Members and delegates met 
in Birmingham for the 2014 AGM 
on 5 April. Three resolutions were 
passed nem con. Two of these can 
be found on this page. Matters re-
ferred to the Executive Committee 
included: ways and means of re-
ducing costs related to the Democ-
rat eg a reduction in the number of 
pages in colour; encouraging mem-
bers to renew their subscriptions, 
gaining new members, sales of the 
Democrat, developing further the 
use of electronic media. The 2014-
15 Executive Committee was 
elected nem con. 
   At the public meeting a lively and 
thoughtful discussion took place 
following the two speakers who 
addressed two key issues facing 
Britain today. Ian Scott dealt with 
Britain outside the EU with an 
economy based on manufacturing 
which would increase employment. 
   Tony Wardle addressed the impli-
cations of TTIP and the dangers to 
the NHS, democracy and  over-
arching legal system being put in 
place. 
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CAEF 

The economy, manufacturing, jobs and trade unions  

T 
his AGM notes with alarm the 
proposed EU/US Transatlan-
tic trade and investment part-

nership (TTIP) being negotiated by 
the EU Commission on behalf of 
member states which is due to be 
completed by December 2014. This 
will give companies the right to sue 
Governments over regulations that 
they don't like under "investor -state 
dispute settlement" (ISDS) rules, 
outside of and above the courts sys-
tems and Parliaments of member 
states. 
   For example, as the British TUC 
has pointed out, under a different 
trade agreement, the waste company 
Veolia is suing the Egyptian Govern-
ment for increasing the minimum 
wage. 
   This AGM notes that the focus of 
the negotiations is on removing 
regulations and that the scope of the 
negotiations includes labour laws, 
food content, environmental stan-
dards and protections, working con-
ditions, and in particular, state -

provided health and education ser-
vices.   These negotiations are a di-
rect threat to existing standards, un-
ion collective bargaining,  a cover for 
privatisation on a massive scale and 
a threat to democracy. They consti-
tute a programme for a corporate 
takeover  and the EU Commission 
is a central part of the process, as 
intended. 
   This AGM does not believe the 
claims made that such an agreement 
will boost jobs and economic 
growth, in the light of the fact 
that  eg the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) has 
led to 680,000 job losses in the USA 
rather than the 200,000 extra prom-
ised by the former  President Clinton.  
   In view of the threats posed by 
the proposed   EU/US TTIP, this 
AGM calls upon all labour and pro-
gressive organisations to oppose 
and campaign against the complete 
agreement. 
 

This will be published as a leaflet. 

CAEF AGM Resolutions  
EU/US Transatlantic Trade and  

Investment Partnership (TTIP)  

C 
tqqdmskx Aqhs`hmƍr dbnmnlx
has been and is distorted by 
reliance on the financial and 

banking sector which contributed to 
the economic crisis and is used as 
the basis for austerity policies which 
stem from EU membership and the 
Single European Market. The single 
market requires the free movement 
of capital, goods, services and la-
bour. Since the Second World War 
and especially during membership 
of the Common Market, Britain has 
been all but de-industrialised with 
the loss of millions of jobs. The un-
employment rate is 7.2% with a mil-
lion young people, 18-24 year olds, 
out of work. Previous rates include 
1% in 1955 and 3.4% in 1973 the year 
Britain joined the Common market.  
   This AGM believes that instead of 
the domination by the finance sec-

tor, single market and neo-liberal 
policies the economy of Britain must 
be based on manufacturing, world 
trade and rational policies. If this is 
not carried out then mass unem-
ployment will continue and become 
permanent.  

   This requires:  

¶ The age of retirement must be 
returned to 65 for men and 60 
for women to provide job oppor-
tunities for young people.  

¶ An end to zero hour contracts 
which are used to undermine 
wages and conditions, especially 
for young people.  

¶ Using taxation and other incen-
tives to promote investment in 
manufacturing, apprenticeships, 
free further and higher educa-
tion. 

¶ An end to austerity policies 
which shift wealth from working 
people to millionaires, bonuses 
and profits and impoverish large 
sections of the peoples of Britain. 

¶ An end and reversal of privatisa-
tion which is an attack on the 
public sector, NHS, education 
and essential services including 
transport.  

¶ Trade with developing and 
other countries which must be 
based on mutually agreed equal 
terms.  

¶ Adopting the above measures 
requires that controls be im-
posed on the movement of capi-
tal, goods, services and labour 
which means that Britain, to re-
gain these controls, must quit 
the EU and the Single European 
Market.  
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I 
n the referendum of March 16, 
citizens of the Autonomous Re-
public of Crimea and of the city 

of Sevastopol voted to secede from 
Ukraine and join the Russian Fed-
eration. 
   Whi le the r ight to sel f -
determination is a principle, the 
r`ld b`mmns ad r`hc ne Əsdqqhsnqh`k
hmsdfqhsxƐ- Sgd qdronmrhahkhsx sn oqn,
sdbsƐ hr `krn ` ehbshnm bnmbnbsdc ax
the big powers for self-serving rea-
sons. 

   David Cameron has been mouth-
ing worthless platitudes about de-
fending the sovereignty of Ukraine. 
If Cameron were defending the sov-
ereignty of any country, the very 
least would be to end all interfer-
ence. Instead, Britain, along with 
other EU countries and in conten-
tion with the US itself, whose Presi-
dent felt it necessary to come to 
Europe to address the European 
leaders, have been interfering up to 
the hilt.  
   It is not for nothing that prior to 
the referendum, slogans such as 
Ərsno e`rbhrlƐ vdqd oqnlhmdms- Sgd
fascists and neo-Nazis had been 
used to foment violence and have 
taken up key positions of state. 
   In the Ukraine, post -Soviet Russia 
and US-led imperialism confront 
each other. The US-led camp, which 
includes the old European colonial-
ism, is on the rampage. Inter-
monopoly contradictions over the 
access to and control over energy 
resources are at play. For the peo-
ples of the region, the burning issue 
has once again surfaced as to how 
the equality and sovereign rights of 
nations and peoples, irrespective of 
their ethnic makeup, can be estab-
lished or re-established with a guar-
antee that is meaningful under cur-
rent conditions.  
   The working people of Britain 
must condemn the Coalition gov-
ernment for their stand on the 

Ukraine and the referendum in the 
Crimea which, with all its sabre -
rattling against Russia, has been 
very self-serving. Despite high-
sounding words, there has been no 
issue of principle involved for 
David Cameron. It should also be 
mentioned that there are remnants 
of the Thatcherite line within the 
British establishment that appears to 
ad Əoqn-AqhshrgƐ `mc Ə`msh-DTƐ+ ats
is either concerned to ally with the 
interests of the US, or represents the 
interests of other sections of British 
finance capital. 
   The financiers of the European 
Union and the IMF now wish to 
push ahead with bringing the 
Ukraine into the orbit of those states 
who can be declared bankrupt and 
Ə`trsdqhsx ld`rtqdrƐ hlonrdc+
which are both against the interests 
of the people and also arouse their 
resistance. 
   Despite the fact that the people of 
the Ukraine as a whole are against 
joining NATO, the United States 
qdedqr sn sgd ƏqhfgsƐ ne Tjq`hmd sn ad
a member of that warmongering US
-led alliance. The fact is that such a 
ƏqhfgsƐ nmkx l`jdr rdmrd he sgd qhfgs
of the Ukrainian people to say No! 
to NATO is taken into account. The 

US is already using the Baltic states 
as bases for its jet fighters, for in-
stance, and is ready to deploy 
NATO troops into Poland, as well as 
to Romania. Nevertheless, the situa-
tion in the Ukraine has revived in 
Germany the Nazi dream of expan-
sion eastwards, as well as the Ger-
man ambitions to consolidate its 
domination of the EU.  
   What the Ukrainian people desire, 
as do any people, is a stable sover-
eign state representing their will, 
and a government able and compe-
tent to make decisions without out-
side interference. Only the move-
ment of the Ukrainian people can 
restore relations of equality and mu-
tual benefit with their neighbours 
the Russian people. The big powers 
of the EU and the US are deter-
mined to ensure that this does not 
happen, that the people are kept at 
loggerheads with present-day Nazis 
in power, whom the big powers rely 
on to incite passions and serve their 
interests. In this situation, it is im-
portant that the democratic forces in 
Britain take a stand in defence of the 
sovereignty of nations and countries 
and hold the Coalition government 
to account for its interference in the 
sovereign affairs of other countries. 

The Situation in the Ukraine and  

the Reactionary Role of the EU  

Report by Michael Chant  



 

   A Democrat insert 
We are being bombarded 
with books, papers, radio 
and TV programmes, and 
events to mark the First 
World War. The bulk of this 
material concentrates on 
the war and carnage in the 
trenches. Our objective is to 
put a different point of view.  

Alliances  

In the period prior to the First World War Britain was known as 
sgd ƌvnqjrgno ne sgd vnqkcƍ `mc g`c ` u`rs dlohqd `mc l`qjds-
Germany had a growing manufacturing industry in competition 
with British manufacturing but only had a few colonies with a lim-
ited market and needed to expand. Russia with an empire, and as a 
monarchy, had aspirations to industrialise and expand into Asia 
but ran up against imperial Japan. 

The objective of imperialism was to have colonies which were 
viewed as necessary for an industrial nation. Colonisation was in 
order to supply raw materials needed in industry and to furnish 
markets for manufactured goods, enable investment of capital and 
to make profits.  

Enkknvhmf sgd ƌrbq`lakd enq @eqhb`ƍ `kkh`mbdr snnj ok`bd adsvddm hlodqh`khrs
powers, who manoeuvred and horse-traded to catch each other out in a 
game of secret chess, treaties and tenuous alliances to gain the upper-hand. 
This was over-laid and complicated by several monarchs who promenaded 
hm d`bg nsgdqƍr tmhenqlr `mc onbjdsr a`rdc nm e`lhkx qdk`shnmrghor vghbg
emanated from Queen Victoria. They included her son King Edward VII, 
Kaiser Wilhelm II, Tsar Nicholas II of Russia and several other monarchies. 

The Triple Alliance was formed in 1882 by Germany, Austria and Italy. Al-
though Italy renewed the commitment in 1891, 1902 and 1912 but made 
further and secret agreements with France in 1900 and 1902. 

A Franco-Russian military alliance of 1894 directly rebuffed the supremacy 
ne Fdql`mxƍr dlohqd hm sgd bnmshmdms- B`ohs`k eqnl Eq`mbd v`r hmudrsdc hm
Russian railways and manufacturing which enabled the military forces to 
be equipped. 

The Boxer rebellion between 1898 and 1900 was a revolt in Northern China 
against foreign imperialism and put down by the Eight -nation Alliance in 
out-of-character co-operation amongst imperialists who simply invaded 
China. (see picture) [L to R Britain, US, Australia, British India, Germany, 
France, Austria-Hungary, Italy, Japan.] A French political cartoon indicates 
their ambitions were to divide China between them.  

In the Far East, Russian and Japanese imperialism went to war over Man-
churia and Korea. The Japanese navy destroyed the Russian fleet in Port 
Arthur and another Russian fleet at sea. This removed one threat to the pe-
riphery of the British Empire. An Anglo -Japanese Alliance was signed in 
1902. 

First World War  

Imperialist parallels then and now  
Part II Alliances and the Arms Race 

Governments decide and act on their foreign policies,  
not countries and their peoples. 

Sgdqd hr mn hmsdmshnm sn knnj hm dudqx mnnj `mc bq`mmx hm sghr odqhnc ne ƌMdv Hlod,

qh`khrlƍ ats sn ghfgkhfgs sgd l`inq dudmsr kd`chmf to sn sgd ntsaqd`j ne sgd VVH- 
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