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T 
he German-led European Union 
is backing artillery and aerial 
attacks on eastern Ukrainian 

cities by the far -right junta in Kiev.  
As part of its geopolitical expansionist 

plans, Brussels has backed violent far-
right protests in Kiev's Maidan Square 
which began in November and over-
threw Ukraine's elected President Vik-
tor Yanukovych in February.  

The neo-Nazi paramilitary 'Right Sec-
tor' organisation and the openly fascist 
Svoboda party acted as the vanguard of 
Maidan protests which has since in-
stalled a puppet regime. 

The coup government is an alliance of 
privatising, free market conservatives, 
anti -semites and fascists. Svoboda 
holds five ministerial positions, includ-
ing key posts of Deputy Prime Minister, 
Defence and Agriculture as well as the 
Prosecutor General. 

The EU has refused to condemn the 
massacre of over 40 anti-fascists at the 
hands of Kiev-backed neo-Nazi para-
militaries in the Odessa on May 2 2014. 

The anti-fascist victims, described as 
'pro-Russian' in the Western media, had 
been protesting against the Western-
backed coup and were killed when fas-
cists attacked Ukrainian city's trade un-
ion centre and set the building on fire.  

Those who attempted to escape the 
flames were gunned down or beaten to 
death outside. Police did not intervene 
and Maidan activists prevented fire en-

gines from reaching the scene. 
Many Maidan Square protesters are 

members of the Nazi organisation 
Ukrainian People's Self-Defence (UNA-
UNSO) that have been receiving mili-
tary training in camps in Estonia since 
2006.Many went to fight alongside 
Georgian forces during their aggression 
against South Ossetia..   

Despite the ongoing state violence, EU 
foreign ministers plan to send special 
armed EU police units to assist the 
junta. This EU gendarmerie has access 
to armoured personnel carriers and 
heavy machine guns to carry out a so-
called Crisis Management Concept 
(CMC) mission. 

Ukraine's puppet 'Prime Minister' Ar-
seniy Yatsenyuk was also a recent a 
guest speaker at the EU Charlemagne 
Prize award ceremonies. Ukrainian bil-
lionaire oligarch 'president', Petro 
Poroshenko has announced plans to 
lead Kiev into a 'security alliance' with 
the West and to soon sign the economic 
segment of the EU's Association Agree-
ment. 

This agreement demands the imple-
mentation of EU austerity measures 
which will massively increase unem-
ployment  and cause dramatic price 
rises. 

Kiev has also signed an IMF 'letter of 
intent', dated April 22, to increase the 
price of gas for private households by 
56 per cent as well as the costs for dis-
trict heating by 40 per cent. This will hit 
a Ukrainian population whose 
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Literature 

T 
TIP regulation is harmonisation 
to suit transnational corporations. 
Q`sgdq sg`m ƌsq`cdƍ+ sghr cd`k hr

mainly to suit corporations and reduce 
regulations. US and unaccountable EU 
sq`cd mdfnsh`snqr rdd Aqhs`hmƍr gd`ksg
`mc r`edsx kdfhrk`shnm `r ƌsq`cd hqqhs`msrƍ- 
Sgd MGR g`r `kqd`cx addm ƌg`qlnmhrdcƍ
with the US corporate-benefit public 
health model in the 2012 Health and 
Social Care Act. The Minister for Health 
Jeremy Hunt knows this. At the same 
time campaigns defending the NHS clo-
sures of hospitals and A&E departments 
are also aware of the dire implications of 
TTIP to the NHS. 
Big corporations are already involved 
with law -making and are in effect writ-
ing national law which will come to 
Westminster for rubber stamping unless 
campaigners against TTIP can convince 
MPs to oppose this imposition.  
The negotiations have been carried out 
by the European Commission for Trade 
in secret. However some minor leaks 
have taken place to reveal most of the 
implications for Britain.  
The much publicised 
notions and promises of 
jobs and economic 
growth are only minor. 
Instead as the EU admits 
in a report there will be 
Əoqnknmfdc `mc rtars`m,

sh`k chrknb`shnm ne vnqjdqrƐ- 
TTIP will include ISDS (investor/state 
dispute settlement) which makes provi-
sion for trans-national corporations to 
sue governments for loss of profits from 
government actions. Once in place TTIP 
will be irreversible.  
There is a global plan which includes a 
Trans-Pacific Partnership with similar 
aims to bring about a corporate run 
world. Not included to date is China 
which holds huge debts owed by the 
US. Russia is being surrounded by 
NATO and the EU. Both China and Rus-
sia are threatened militarily.  
EU trade pacts re also in place with 
countries in Africa and other Caribbean 
and Pacific nations. 
TTIP is a topic being discussed at the 
public meeting on 27 June (see details 
below). 
Further details of the STOPTTIPP cam-
paign which CAEF supports can be found 
on their website at www.StopTTIP.net 
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average earnings are 
150 Euros a month. 
  German monopoly capital 
is clearly preparing for their 
economic expansion into 
Ukraine and for NATO ex-
pansion up to the Russian 
border. However, if Kiev 
can take control over the 
east with military means, 
new conflicts could arise as 
the interests of expanding 
German industry will col-
lide with those of Ukrainian 
oligarchs. 
________ 
Also see - 
page 6 - EU expansionist 

ambitions in Georgia  
page 7 - Divisions within 

the EU and with the US  
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Editorial May-June 2014 

B`ldqnmƍr

kidology  

C 
ameron is talking to his 
troops and sowing confusion 
to the electorate ahead of the 

EU summit on 26-27 June. His very 
public objections to the nomination 
of Jean-Claude Juncker is part of a 
scheme to convince Euroscepticism 
in his own party and the electorate 
in general  that he is going to be able 
to obtain changes to EU Treaties and 
the European Constitution. To 
amend the Lisbon Treaty would re-
quire all 28 EU Member States to 
agree to these changes. In turn that 
may trigger referendums, or at least 
the demand for them. This is espe-
cially so in Ireland where the elec-
torate have rejected the changes and 
then been forced to vote again to get 
the right pro -EU vote. 
   Juncker has been a former Gover-
nor of the World Bank, Finance Min-
ister and Prime Minister of Luxem-
bourg.  He has also been the presi-
dent of the Eurogroup of 18 Finance 
Ministers of the Eurozone Member 
States. This institution has political 
bnmsqnk nudq sgd DTƍr Lnmds`qx Tm,
ion and the Satability and Growth 
Pact from which stem the austerity 
policies applied across the EU in-
cluding here in Britain with devas-
tating effect. There is more austerity 
to come unless stopped by the la-
bour movement and change in poli-
cies of trade unions and the Labour 
Party. 
   The Eurogroup has become a pow-
erful EU institution as formalised in 
the Lisbon Treaty. They meet in se-
cret on the day before Ecofin meet-
ings of all 28 EU finance ministers 
including Chancellor of the Excheq-
uer , George Osborne or his repre-
sentative. These are also held in se-
cret. 
   President of the European Com-
mission is the most powerful officer 
in the EU. The Commission is the 

executive of 
the EU and the 
only institution 
which can ini-
tiate EU legis-
lation. The European Parliament 
cannot legislate except in minor un-
obtrusive ways, but does have to 
approve the President. 
   The President is appointed by the 
Council of Ministers for a five year 
renewable term following the Euro-
pean Parliament poll. Qualified ma-
jority Voting is used by the Council 
which rules out smaller Member 
States having any real say in the re-
sult. The large Member States have 
the largest votes and can combine 
together and obtain their way. Brit-
ain does not have enough votes 
even with smaller Members to pre-
vent Juncker being appointed. 
In the scheme of EU machinations 
voting in this poll is supposed to be 
reflected in the choice of the Com-
mission President. But, hardly any-
one had heard of Juncker until Cam-
eron drew attention to him and in 
any case there is no democracy 
within the EU and voters have no 
say what-so-ever in such appoint-
ments. 
   The President in turn appoints 28 
Commissioners each with a portfo-
lio which in practice is one per 
Member State. The Commission is 
heavily influenced by corporate lob-
bies drawn from the major transna-
tional corporations. These lobbies 
formalised in the European Round 
Table of Industrialists have drafted 
legislation and treaties for their 
benefit, their interests and their 
profits.  
   However, the toothless European 
Parliament may censure and remove 
the President and Commission from 
office. This nearly happened with 
the Jacques Santer led Commission 

over corruption but they resigned 
before they were forced out. The 
European Parliament cannot nomi-
nate either the President or Commis-
sioners. The majority of MEPs are 
from centre right political parties 
and can veto all nominations except 
that of Juncker. 
   The Commission President repre-
sents the EU at G8 meetings. The 
Vice President is the High Represen-
tative for the Common Foreign and 
Security Policy, Baroness  Ashton of 
Upholland, and competes with the 
President in this important area. 
There is also a conflict of powers 
with the President of the European 
Council of Ministers, Van Rompuy. 
Both presidents attend international 
meetings (summits). 
   On the table are propositions to 
merge the posts of Commission 
President and Council Presidents to 
avoid conflicts. This would make 
the combined post even more pow-
erful, shift if further still from any 
accountability and is part of the 
growing anti -thesis of all norms of 
democracy in the EU. 
   An objective of Cameron and his 
multi -millionaire colleagues in the 
cabinet and Tory Party is to head off 
holding a promised referendum on 
EU membership. The labour and 
trade union movement must tear 
down the obsession with the EU and 
support the thrust for a referendum. 
To win masses of votes the Labour 
Party, for its own sake, must adopt a 
policy for withdrawal from the EU 
and drop support for the austerity 
policies which stem from Brussels. 
This would allow the rational devel-
opment of Britain.  



 

   

New Affiliations 

to CAEF  

RMT Lancashire  

District  
This RMT unit follows oth-
ers which have affiliated to 
CAEF. This was a direct 
result of Democrats being 
sold and distributed at the 
conference in London of 
transport unions across 
the EU. The conference 
issued a joint press state-
ment warning of the impli-
cations of EU directives on 
transport. 

Essex Construction 

BranchƋUnite  
This affiliation follows dis-
cussions and an introduc-
tory letter, with the Democ-
rat enclosed. 

Affiliation  
Organisations can affiliate to 
CAEF for a minimum of £20/
annum, and they will receive 
two copies of the Democrat 
and pamphlets published. 
   In return CAEF asks for 
leaflets and other material to 
be circulated and to support 

meetings. 
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DTƍr 3sg 

Railway Package  

Sgd Dtqnod`m Bnllhrrhnmƍr
plans for a 4th rail package 
was amended by a majority 
of MEPs in the European 
Parliament. Lobbying was led 
by the European Transport 
Federation (ETF) campaign-
hmf `f`hmrs sgd Bnllhrrhnmƍr
proposals. 
   This EU Package would 
bring an end to public owner-
ship including the profitable 
and state run East Coast 
Main Line. 
   A recent poll in Britain 
came to the conclusion that 
the majority of people want 
the railways brought back 
into the public sector. 
See pages 8-9 for EU Rail 
Imperialism 

T 
he European Commission and gov-

ernment ministers will re-assess the 

eurozone blocôs rules on deficit and 

debt limits by the end of 2014. 

However, the Dutch finance 

minister, who chairs the 

monthly meeting of the euro-

zoneôs 18 finance ministers, 

insisted that the terms be kept 

to for now. 

"All the ministers stressed 

the importance to stick to the 

rules as they are now," he told 

a news conference in Luxem-

bourg on 19 June. "At the end 

of the year... we will look at 

whether we can make them 

less complex." 

The EUôs stability and growth pact re-

quires governments to keep budget deficits 

below 3 percent and debt levels to 60 per-

cent. Britain adheres to these criteria and the 

pact which have been behind the privatisa-

tion, PFI and PPP robberies, and austerity 

policies which are common across the EU. It 

has also been stiffened in the wake of the 

eurozone debt crisis to make it easier for the 

commission to impose reforms and, ulti-

mately sanctions, on reluctant governments. 

But the effectiveness of the regime has 

been called into question this week. 

Germanyôs economy minister Sigmar 

Gabriel appeared to distance himself from 

his countryôs long-standing commitment to 

budgetary austerity on 16 June, commenting 

that ñno one wants higher debt, but we can 

only cut the deficit by slowly returning to 

economic growth.ò 

   Critics say that the 3 percent deficit limit 

enshrines austerity and prevents govern-

ments from putting in place stimulus meas-

ures to ease the pain of economic 

recession and boost demand. 

   Meanwhile, an IMF report pre-

sented to ministers by the Fundôs 

managing director, Christine La-

garde, urged them to simplify the 

pact, which had, it said ñbecome 

excessively complicated with 

multiple objectives and targets.ò 

ñThere is a worry that the frame-

work discourages public invest-

ment,ò it added. The IMF with 

the European Central Bank and 

Commission drew up the auster-

ity policies. These included privatisation, 

public sector cuts and illegal  grabbing of 

funds from Cypriot banks. 

Outgoing economic affairs EU Commis-

sioner Olli Rehn told reporters that any 

moves to ease the implementation of the 

rules would be dependent on countries first 

pursuing reform programmes. 

"We can first verify that structural reforms 

are really moving forward and then see if 

this would justify some extension in the cor-

rection deadline," he said. 

Rehn, who was attending his last Euro-

group meeting before taking up a seat in the 

European Parliament, was one of the main 

architects of the revised pact. 

Germany is opposed to any relaxation of 

the Pactôs rules tabled by France and Italy. 

and óhorse tradingô is expected. 

 

Based on EUobserver and other reports 

News EU Growth and Stability Pact  -  latest  

A plan to make companies reveal how 

much tax they pay, country by country, has 

been abandoned, nullifying efforts of those 

who had pushed to curb tax avoidance by 

transnational businesses. 

  Schemes used by Starbucks, Apple, 

Google, Amazon and other corporations 

operating within the law to minimise their 

tax obligations provoked public debate last 

year. The matter has since dropped off the 

political agenda, and lawmakers in the EU, 

Parliament and member-countries have 

shelved proposals to toughen new transpar-

ency rules by forcing big companies to dis-

close how much tax they pay in each coun-

try where they operate. 

  Instead the rules to be adopted by 2016 

will be limited to disclosure of company 

policies including the environment, respect 

for human rights, and management diver-

sity. Even here, companies can keep infor-

mation secret if deemed sensitive.  

  Companies in Bermuda and the Cayman 

Islands are given unlimited status to carry 

out tax avoidance and are not transparent! 

  Germany and Britain led the push to 

limit the new law. Member-States talk a 

good story about wanting more transpar-

ency for transnational corporations; but 

when it comes to putting their money where 

their mouth is, they donôt want strong rules. 

The Member States killed this measure, 

standing by big corporations.  

  Itôs just another nail in the coffin of a 

ñSocial Europe.ò  

Tax avoidance  



 

   

Italy is  the next presidency 

of the European Council. 

There is an EU President, a 

President of the Commis-

sion and  President of the 

European Parliament.  
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EU polls 

UKIP leader admits 

gdƍr hm sgd vqnmf

place but in the 

money  

On arriving at the European 
Parliament building, UKIP 
leader Nigel Farage said he 
Əg`sdc adhmf sgdqdƐ jmnvhmf
full well the institution has no 
powers and really wants to 
be at Westmister. 
   However, on 18 June Mr 
Farage announced that he 
has managed to keep his 
Europe of Freedom and De-
mocracy (EFD) group in the 
European Parliament to-
gether despite a number of 
defections. The group com-
prises 48 MEPs, including 
Joëlle Bergeron who was 
elected with Marine Le Pen's 
Front National last month, but 
then quit the party after falling 
out with the leadership. The 
anti-immigration Sweden De-
mocrats and the Latvian 
Farmers' Union also joined 
the EFD group.  
According to Open Europe  
Farage's new alliance will be 
`akd sn bk`hl `qntmc ƛ4-5l hm
European Parliament subsi-
dies a year - ƛ2-7l enq sgd
fqnto `mc ƛ0-7l enq sgd `eehkh,
ated political party and foun-
dation, of which UKIP is not a 
member. Open Europe is 
quoted by the Guardian as 
saying, "With millions of sub-
sidies on offer, the European 
Parliament's rules create 
strong incentives for parties 
to form groups, even when 
these parties are not natural 
bed fellows. Open Europe is 
quoted by the FT as saying 
that it is "ironic" that UKIP 
benefits of European Parlia-
ment funding "despite being 
one of the greatest critics of 
the way the EU spends its 
money." 

E 
lections to the Euro-

pean Parliament were 

held across the 28 

states of the European Union 

between May 22 and 25, 2014, 

the first such elections follow-

ing the coming into force of 

the Lisbon Treaty on Decem-

ber 1, 2009. The European 

Parliament consists of 751 

members. The UK now has 73 

MEPs, up from 72 at the last 

election, distributed between 12 regions. 

UKIP won 24 seats, Labour 20, the Con-

servatives 19, and the Green Party three. 

The Liberal Democrats won only one seat, 

down from 11 at the 2009 European elec-

tion. The BNP lost both of the two seats 

they had won for the first time at the previ-

ous election. 

Turnout across the EU was 43%, but was 

lower in some newer member states. UK 

turnout was 35.4%, slightly higher than 

34.5% in 2009, but lower than 38.4% in 

2004, when four regions held all-postal bal-

lots. 

The largest of the groupings is likely to be 

European Peopleôs Party. The second larg-

est group is the Progressive Alliance of So-

cialists and Democrats. New groups and 

allegiances are likely to be formed during 

the new Parliament. This eighth Parliament 

will be constituted on July 1. 

What are the implications for the labour 

and trade movement? 

The results show an intensification of the 

dog-fights amongst the EU powers, includ-

ing the British government, which wants its 

own share of power, particularly to maintain 

Britainôs role as a centre of international 

finance capital, as well as to negate the 

rights of workers from the ñnew Europeò, 

thereby attacking the rights and conditions 

of all workers, and to promote the weapons 

of the political elite of racism and chauvin-

ism. But the results also demonstrate the 

electorateôs opposition to the negation of the 

sovereignty of the European peoples, and 

opposition to the austerity agenda promoted 

by the big powers of the EU. 

The people want empowerment so as to 

have control over their life, they want the 

rights of the people and the rights of trade 

unions, the youth and other collectives to be 

recognised and their exercise guaranteed. 

In any case, the elections sort out nothing. 

Here in this country as well as elsewhere 

many smaller parties participated either to 

take a stand against the EU or to take a 

stand for a pro-social agenda. 

The European parliament lacks any legiti-

macy whatsoever. It is not based on the sov-

ereignty of the people ï in fact, the opposite 

ï it is based on the attempted legitimisation 

of the power of the EU monopolies. 

The ñpro-social Europeò has become com-

pletely exposed, which is why parties were 

standing in the context of the national situa-

tion rather than claiming that to come to 

power in the European Parliament brings 

any degree of empowerment to the people. 

In class terms, the institutions of the EU 

represent a concentration of power in the 

hands of European finance capital, which is 

driving austerity programmes against the 

people of sovereign states. There is no ac-

countability of these centralised EU institu-

tions. 

CAEF calls on the labour and trade union 

movement and all progressive forces to 

unite in action against the EU and monopo-

lies in the wake of the elections. They 

should cast aside any illusions that the 

European Union represents an opportunity 

for working people to collaborate for their 

own interests. Reality shows that the more 

the European project has been centralised, 

the more has the programme of austerity 

been dictated against the interests of work-

ing people, the poor and the youth. The la-

bour and trade union movement naturally 

tends to proletarian internationalism, but 

new arrangements, built in opposition to the 

ones which entrench the interests of the mo-

nopolies, are required to embody this inter-

nationalism. 
 

The election results have shown that 

working people have no faith in the EU. 

The labour and trade union movement 

must now intensify the struggle against 

the Europe of the monopolies! 

Michael Chant analyses the European Parliament poll 

Oppose the EU of Monopolies  

With acknowledgements to the Economist 
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E 
mboldened by its success in 
Ukraine, a recent EU summit 
meeting called on Georgia to 

sign the EU association agreement 
in June, ahead of schedule. Georgia 
is already integrated in EU military 
policy. The parliament in Tbilisi has 
recently voted to contribute Geor-
gian troops to EU military opera-
tions in Africa.  Fdnqfh`ƍr cdudkno,
ldms+ enkknvhmf sgd 1//2 ƏQnrd
Qdunktshnm+Ɛ hr udqx rhlhk`q sn vg`s
Ukrainians find themselves con-
fronted with since the February 
putsch. Simultaneous with military -
political integration in Western alli-
`mbd rsqtbstqdr+ `mc sgd bntmsqxƍr
accessibility for foreign investors, 
the population is sinking into  im-
poverishment. Polls indicate that 
only 27 per cent of Georgians have a 
fulltime job which pays a living 
wage. 
 
   @bbnqchmf sn sgd rtllhsƍr ehm`k
document, it has been decided to 
rhfm Əsgd @rrnbh`shnm @fqddldmsrƐ+
hmbktchmf sgd ƏCddo `mc Bnloqd,
gdmrhud Eqdd Sq`cd @qd`r+Ɛnm 16
June that were initialled in Vilnius 
last November. 
 
   The stepping up of the power 
struggle with Russia over Ukraine 
has compelled Berlin and Brussels 
to strengthen their positions as 
quickly as possible in two other 
countries of the six countries form-
hmf sgd qhmf rdo`q`shmf Qtrrh`ƍr anq,
ders from those of the EU. 
 
   From a geo-strategic viewpoint, 
Georgia incorporates various signifi-
cant aspects. On the one hand it is 
an important element in the encir-
clement of Russia, which, over the 
past two decades, has been con-
fronted with a growing amount of 
activity by the Western alliance 
(NATO and the EU) in various 
neighbouring countries, from the 
Baltic to Central Asia. Secondly, 
Fdnqfh` g`r otqrtdc ` Ətmhsdc B`t,

b`rtrƐ rsq`sdfx-
This is a destabi-
lising policy and 
is interference in 
the already con-
flict -ridden Rus-
sian North Cau-
casus, according 
to the web site 
German Foreign 
Policy. Aside from its third function, 
as bridgehead against Russia, West-
ern geo-strategists attribute also to 
Georgia a central role as the gate-
way to the East, between Russia and 
Iran, in expansion from Europe to 
Asia. Georgia serves as a sort of 
Əsdqqdrsqh`k Rtdy B`m`k adsvddm
Dtqnod `mc @rh`-Ɛ 
 
   Sgdqdƍr sgd mns hmrhfmhehb`ms l`s,
sdq ne Qtrrh`ƍr qdbnfmhshnm ne sgd hm,
dependence of the Republic of 
Abkhazia and Republic of South 
Ossetia, which occurred after the 
conflict in South Ossetia. The major-
hsx ne sgd vnqkcƍr bntmsqhdr `mc sgd
EU do not recognise their independ-
ence and officially consider them 
sovereign territory of the Georgian 
state. 
 
   The Georgian putsch in late 2003 
was led by a pro-Western segment 
of the Georgian establishment and 
carried out by an entourage of the 
former minister of justice, Mikheil 
Saakashvili. They could rely on the 
enormous dissatisfaction within the 
population. The organisation, on the 
nsgdq g`mc+ v`r Əronmrnqdc ax enq,
eign financial backers, such as 
Fdnqfd Rnqnr-Ɛ 
 
   This sponsorship paid off when, at 
the end of 2003, the putsch regime 
was formed. Eight of the twenty 
lhmhrsdqr vdqd Əxntmf odnokd+ vgn
g`c oqduhntrkx ƕ addm dloknxdc
b y  w es t e r n - f i n an ce d  n on -
fnudqmldms nqf`mhr`shnmr-Ɛ Enkknv,
ing the putsch, Western money, 
which up to then had been used to 

ronmrnq Əbhuhk rnbhdsxƐ nqf`mhr`,
tions, was redirected to the pro-
Western government. Until it lost 
the elections in 2012Ɗ13 the Sa-
akashvili government had imple-
mented an authoritarian rule, in 
which, for example, there were re-
onqsr ne Ə`ss`bjr nm hqqhs`shmf onkhsh,
cal and economic personalities by 
officials of the justice and interior 
lhmhrsqhdr-Ɛ Sgd R``j`rguhkh fnudqm,
ment had been successful not only 
in setting the country up for foreign 
investors but also in preparing 
Georgia to become militarily in-
volved with the EU. The military 
rg`qd ne sgd bntmsqxƍr atcfds rnld,
times reaches 25 per cent. 
 
   In 2012 Brussels and Tbilisi en-
tered negotiations on a framework 
agreement, providing for the partici-
pation of Georgian troops in EU 
military missions. It was finally 
signed on 29 November 2013. The 
agreement explicitly includes EU 
hmsdqudmshnmr Ə`qntmc sgd vnqkcƐ
`mc Əl`qjr Fdnqfh`ƍr qd`chmdrr sn
dmf`fd `knmfrhcd sgd DTƐ hm sgd et,
ture. 
   On 20 February 2014 the Georgian 
government resolved to contribute 
04/ rnkchdqr sn sgd DTƍr lhrrhnm sn
be sent to the Central African Re-
public. Just as in Ukraine, the EU 
association agreement will draw 
Georgia into an uncertain future and 
difficulties with Russia but, perhaps 
more importantly, will draw it into 
future wars as the EU continues to 
expand militarily.  
A`rdc nm ` qdonqs hm Odnokdrƍ Lnudldms
ne Hqdk`mcƍr Mdvr Mn- 0/1 

EU expansionist  

ambitions in Georgia  



 

   A Democrat insert 
We are being bombarded 
with books, papers, radio 
and TV programmes, and 
events to mark the First 
World War. The bulk of this 
material concentrates on 
the war and carnage in the 
trenches. Our objective is to 
put a different point of view.  

Britain  
There was opposition to the Boer War of 1899-1902 where a scorched earth 
policy and concentration camps were used. These policies eroded support 
for the war. Amongst the opponents was Charlotte Despard, a suffragette, 
supporter of independence for Ireland, anti -militarism and a delegate to the 
2nd International.  

Trade union membership mushroomed following the successful strikes 
`s sgd 0777 Aqx`ms `mc L`x e`bsnqx+ f`r vnqjdqr `mc cnbj vnqjdqrƍ rsqhjdr
of 1889. The central demand was that of the 2nd International Socialist Con-
gress policy for an eight hour day. Between 1910 and 1914 there were nu-
merous strikes. These took place despite laws against picketing and the in-
e`lntr ƌS`ee U`kdƍ itcfdldms vghbg dm`akdc dloknxdqr sn rtd tmhnmr enq
knrs qdudmtd ctqhmf rsqhjdr- Sghr odqhnc v`r jmnvm `r ƌsgd fqd`s tmqdrsƍ- 

The campaign for votes for women was carried out by suffragettes had 
widespread support from the working class and some sections of the la-
bour and trade union movement. This included the Independent La-
bour Party (ILP), Keir Hardie and some Labour Party leaders who 
supported the suffragette movement. These same people, George 
Lansbury, pacifists, and Bertrand Russell opposed the growing war 
preparations. 
       In 1913 the International Woman Suffrage Alliance (IWSA) made 
anti-militarism a principle of the suffrage movement. The organisa-
shnm hm Aqhs`hm v`r sgd Vnldmƍr Rnbh`k `mc Onkhshb`k Tmhnm 'VROT(
led by Emmeline Pankhurst and her daughters Sylvia and Christabel. 
When war was declared the WSPU supported the war and sus-
pended activity. Sylvia Pankhurst did not go along with this and 
formed a suffragette movement against the war. 
Sq`cd tmhnmr `mc knb`k STBƍr `cnosdc onrhshnmr `f`hmrs sgd oqdo`q`,

tions for war and war itself right up to the outbreak of war. Many examples 
can be found of this in trade union histories.  
Aqhs`hmƍr k`antq nqf`mhr`shnmr gdkc `m `mshv`q cdlnmrsq`shnm hm Sq`e`k,

gar Square on 2nd August 1914. Speakers included Ben Tillett, one of the 
founders of the Labour Party along with Keir Hardie. Anti -war policies 
were ignored, changed and abandoned and switched to support for the 
inter -imperialist war by trade unions and political parties. Many trade un-
ions then adopted no strike agreements. An exception to all this was the 
Independent Labour Party (ILP).  

The crucial elements of this period in Britain included an extension of 
democracy through the struggle for full emancipation, the independence of 
Ireland from the British Empire, the right to sovereignty of nations, anti 
war principles and quest for socialism. These were best expressed at the 
time by leaders including Sylvia Pankhurst, Charlotte Despard, Keir Har-
die and James Connolly. 

These threads were seriously weakened by the serious splits in the suf-
fragette and labour movements . 

First World War  

Imperialist parallels then and now  
Part III Resistance, opposition and splits 

French socialist anti-war leader is assassinated 
International Congress of Socialists agree to stop the war 

Note. This discussion is to give some indication of the situation in several countries in the period prior to the out-

break of war and months after. Pointers are given to enable students and readers who wish to know more and a fuller 

understanding of this fast moving events. A full treatment of this period requires a book or two and more research! 
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Sylvia Pankhurst being arrested and 
sent to prison and hunger strike 

Charlotte Despard  
at Trafalgar Square 

Keir Hardie addressing the anti-war rally 1914 


