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OWe must have faith in the masses a nd we must have faith inthe Party.
These are two cardinal pri  nciples .

If we doubt these principles , we shall accomplish nothin g.6
¢ Mao Zedong On the Question of Agricultural Goperation (1955)

he Communist Party of Australia (Marxistninist) will celebratéhe 60th anniversary of its

founding in March @24. Amongselfavowed Marxist parties in Australia, it is the fyawith

the single longest continuinggtory still operating todayThrough the ups and downthe
ebbs andlows, the highlights and the lovghts ofworking class struggle in Australiae CPA (ML)
and its members have beendhe. Sometimes opely, sometimedess soTeaching and learning
from the workers andthe people in struggleofferingguidanceand leadershipvhere we canSixty
years on and the Party remains strong.

The articles in thigdition of AustralianCommunistare exemplaryof that strength.In Chartingthe
Way Forward Party veteran Lindy Natashows the deth of her exerience in strugglesuccinctly
connectngthe struggles of the past to the strugglekthe presentand clearly articulatethe key
strategic taskand tacticfor communists in Australia today.

Fromaveteranto A Young Comradé&owards a Materialistnderstanding of Social Phenomenon
shows anncredible depth ouinderstandingof the Maixist woild outlook of dialectical materialism
and istestamentto the depth of study anddeological understanding of the Pa@yyounger
members

Nick @2 A Dscussion on Religiot only shows the convictioofthe didectical materialist outlook,
but isagreat example of howartymembeis should engage in discussion wihose who may have
divergent views

The question of the astence of an Australianational bourgeisieis takled nextin To Be or Not to
Be showcasngthe Party@ stength of analysis in relation té\ustralian condions.

Study groups are the basic unit of the Pagpd one has contributed study on the current state of
The Haising Crisign Australia A collective effortthat shows the stength of theParty at all levels of
organisation.

Vice Chairpersoaof the Party Lousa L takes aswipe atrevisionismin Chinan her short articlé=rom
Half the Sky to Coloured Cardigaasd reminds us thait is the role of Communists iAustralia to
make revolution hereStaying with Chinahis alition concluden a somewhat academione, as
Alex M.dissectsSam KigQrecent serés onthe important question of China ahimperialism
demonstating Kin@® less than adequate understandingcapitalst imperialismoday.

From Party veteranandyoung membersto Party leader@and sudy groupsthis editionof the
Party@ theoretical purnalis a genuine collective work of all levels of thartyand atestamentof
the strength of the Partysixty yeas on.

As always, we hope readers enjoy this editionAoftralian Communisand find its contents both
interesting and helpful.

Editors,November2023
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Charting the Way Forward:
Turning Weakness into Strength,
Defeat into Victory

This article is based on a speech byaamrade Lindy Nolan and discussion arising from it in Sydney
earlier this yea

by Lindy Nolan

e are on Aboriginal lands, always Australia that the powerful communist
fought for, never ceded. movement could have held back.

In 1988 First Peoples from every Earl Browder said the alliance that defeated
corner of those lands united in Sydney, the firsGermany and Japan meant capitalism had
point of invasion. Imagine the roar of strength asrrevocably changed. Parliament would legislate
their march began! Afraid, the Business Councdocialism. All communist organisation and
of Australia began a strategy to divide them. Waeactivities in factories should cease. Communists
see the results in disagreements around theshould set up communist social ubs and
Voice. welcome US corporations. The entire political

. . .. _committee supported Browderism. It paralysed
We stand with First Peoples for unit

A . y’working class resistance.
cultural strength, selfletermination, treaties,
reparations, and land rights. Hill called on MarxisLeninist principles against

_ _ what we call revisionisng ¢ al NEA &G aé
First Peoples and the working class are

indispensable allies. We have a common EN€MYne ideas of Marx, Lenin. He extensively quoted

agKFG GKS OF LA G ¢buging Of I

Q¢ ¢
Q)¢

Who controls the commanding heights of oul SYAY 2 Ay Of dzZRAy3 GKSasS FSg

economy? Who defines our foreign policy? Whean be expressk in any kind of doctrine,

says when, where and against whom we gotd Y Of dzZRAy 3 (KId 2F al NEAAY ®¢

war? Who decides which Australians are hungr;h L : . -
o . evisionism is born in pessimism that the
homeless, cold, live in fear of another interest

) _ imperialist forces confronting you are just too
rate raise or another energyill? Who makes our . L .
i powerful, its selserving individualism too sweet
lands a giant quarry or real estate bonanza?

for sacrificing for and with the people.
What do we do about it? We start with facts. ~ Withstanding its allure takes ongoing struggle,

_ _ . individually and collectity.
Disarming theCommunist Party

_ _ Within and beyond Australia
After World War , the Communist Party in

Australia was 22,000 strong. The destructive power of revisionism and
. . NREYIFIYyGAOAEAY 6SNB fFAR o
In  Looking Backward Looking Forward y . :

speech denouncing Stalin. It was kept secret from

Reyolutlonary .SOCIa“St POI_It_ICS against T'radt e Russian people, but leaked to US media. After
Union and Parliamentary Politidhe CPA(M U Q

. o . . . intense international struggle, in 1961 China and
first publication, chairperson Ted Hill outlmedthe iet Uniofreevocahly split

Kep GKS ! { aO2YYdzyAaidaeRHEYYorgwcalyspit o s renm sy
disarmed the old Communist Party after WW While our founding Chairperson Ted Hill was

NG

allowing unrestricted entry for US imperialismtoNBS O2 3y A 8 SR A y i S NI/ Kiay2lyEl £ £ &
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leader, at its core the split here was not about What do we face?
international relations, it concerned revisionism, .

and its opposite, in the CPA. Revisionism alreasyS 2LES sbyu ¥FdzyRE Y Syubt oKl
ee a way forward. We need to exploit our own
had a strong hold.

AG0NBy3IGKa FyR (GKS NHzZ Ay3a Of
LOPS KSIFNR GKIFG al 23 akafysedlyeSan®hdwtordcty @ YSSiAy3Ia
with Hill, suggested Hill could have worked longer

to convince Australian and other comrades of hiér o act effectwely, the overall strategy we have to

orSsad .dii 1At PyR kREPIS QUSR] Andependepep from S ¢ s NE «
. . . imperialism.

Despite his immense standing alongside MarXx

and Lenin, they kew conditions here better than What we call Australia has never been

Mao did. For nearly seven years, till they weréndependent. First brutal British colonies. Now

expelled, they struggled against revisionist ideag)S boots are on our neck. When we speak of

and practices within the old party. They formedimperialism, we primarily refer to monopoly

the CPA (M) in 1964. capitalism. The biggest of
tember 2023 will k . [ i

Sep emh er ) 3 will mar Ted Hill showed how the big corporgtlons .hold

the 60" anniversary of ) the commanding heights

vanguad, the longest Parliamentary and trade of our economy, politics,

running left publication in union politics serve society and culture. They

the country. capitalism, their are overwhelmingly

foreign owned, so we call

. & . NRGRSNID: ing i
underlylng IdeOIOgy of for both independence

al2 OFfftSR

2T FTaNBAZY G class compromise which and socialism.
, - at its best tries to win the
Q|storteq ) genuine ) .. Ted Hill showed how
internationalism. best possible conditions parliamentary and trade
From its birth in 1920 the under capitalism. union  politcs  serve
old CPA operated on the FOr communists, however, capitalism, their
general  belief  that our primary aim in all ulnderlymg \deology h.OL
communists taking control , class compromise whic
of trade unions, running those struggles is to at its best tries; as we do
social programs, and Prepare the ground to get in a wide front of non
presenting the shining rid of capitalism entirely. revolutionary  strugglesc
light of socialism in Russi: to win the best possible
conditions under

and later China, would be
enough to bring the Australian people to
revolution.

capitalism. For communists, however, our

primary aim in all those struggles is to prepare

the ground to get rid of capitalism entirely.

Yet, critically important industrial, political,

economic, social and cultural struggles were led he oldCommunistParty said Labor was a two

by the old party. The majority of Australianclass party capitalist and working class. Hill and

people might not have agreed with theour Party founders said reconciling these two
communists, but the working class in particulaclasses was impossible. As members of the old
admired  their  bravery, inaouptibility, Pparty, those who went on to found the CPA-(I
selflessness and dedication to challengingxPosed the ALP as a capitalist party. They were
OFLLIAGEHEAEYQE G(SNNRotSESPOSA PRy pGALIE AUUSNRED | S
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alongside ALP people who dream Labor can fand file members, began a terear strategy to
capitalism. Then as now, people learn from theiinform and organise workers against these penal
own experiences. powers.

Laborgovernments expose their commitment to By 1969, workers were ready. In NSW and WA
US imperialism, to war, to profits. They divide andwo outbreaks where workers defied the laws
suppress people. Within the ALP, aAtUKUS were defused by the ruling class.
sentiment is growing. Despite the importance of . . .

. : . . Our Party had clear tactics, including a strong
this sentiment and the organisation emerging

L . legal team with Hill and ALP stalwart Lionel
from it, it is most unlikelyo be strong enough to ho b ; |
FEGSNI GKS LI NI2Qa 2 oePpy pho beqeme, Aiyynepangral uader 5 gy ¢
subservience to US imperialism Wh't?m n 1973, Victorian Tramway Union -
' { SONB Ul NB [/ f MdelI&iS publieyf KS I X 7
Defeats into victories and vice versa refused to pay a fine, took the union money and
. : . . KAR® ! FGSNJ (62 6S5S1aQ VYSR
Dialectics, the Marxist study of unity and .
workers, he surrendered and was jailed. Over a

contradiction within all things, shows things can ion workers walked out against ACTU

become their opposite, positive become negative : . . . . .
_ _ i > instructions, with strikes increasing. A negative
and vice versa, given the right conditions

. o becomes posive in the right conditions.
Understanding this is a powerful weapon. It

allows us to transform defs into victories by { G Ndz33t S 2yt & OFf YSR 46KSy |
learning lessons in struggle. after a mate of the sooitio-be-dumped sellout

. . - . ACTU President Albert Monk secretly paid the
While trade unions accept capitalism, at their.

best they also unite and give dignity and
optimism to workers, by training them and! 4§ KSI NI X GKSNXQa | aAyYLX S

leading them in struggle. 0S dzyAGSRX ySdziNl}fA&S (K2a&

Teachersandnurses took militant action because
their lives were becoming impossible, their
workload too heavy, their wages too low. Once
militant construction workers, now earn big
money. In a high worketurnover industry, some
workers with no understanding of hotheir pay

YR O2yRAGAZ2Yya 0SSOI YS 2y
AO0NR{SK LQft 2dad dl 1 S 06S0¢2
positive AND vice versa.

¢CKS !'Y!{ adoYlFNRySa | UF t Al Qa
defence. But the predictedrillion-dollar cost

thieves directly from Australian people, right

gKSYy GKA&a O2dzyiNEQa f 2 SYRSR

and looming recession is already squeezing
people. If persistently targeted, this negative
contradiction is capable of mobilising masses ta
struggle.

Through the 1960s, Australian union leader
were jailed for unpaid union fines. It crushed

struggle. Militant unions, workers and theil Former CPA(M) Vice Chairman and union leader, Clar
leaders, including ouPt NIié Qa f St R hQ{ KSt
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over, isolate the diehards. It underpins mostPeople come together organically, for example,

victories, big or small. AY LINBYyGaQ INRPdzLIAP ¢KS@& y 8§
bigger struggle against bus privatisation, some

groups went to bus stops to ask people how they

The capitalist class teaches us what we need ti@lt about cuts to services. People were happy

do by negative example. someone cared t@sk them what they thought.

: _ , . CKSNBQa | {dzN & FTNRBY A
It reminds us our job is to be with the worklngOught to nurture Y

class and its allies, listening, learning, taking their

ideas from practice, crystallising them intoFrom an incident or situation, patiently tell the

theory, testing and retesting them in practice,whole picture. Practise kindness around the

back and forth in a spiral of learning anddifficulties immediately facing people. Based on

connections in etion. Mao called it the mass line. facts, not wishful thinking, take the most militant
position possible, plan and empower small

Over the last two decades, huge and inSIC)irin%ictories knowingwhen and how to retreat as
struggles have risen spontaneously in the face %ell as when and how to attack, disperse our

capitalist destructionprutality, and oppression. forces or concentrate them to win through at one
Walk Against the War (before the 2003 Iraqpoint.

invasion), Work Choices (against Howard and

Abbott era industrial attacks), Black Lives MatteryWorking class leadership is essential.

Me too, School Climate Strikes.

Joining the dots

Over a decade ago, our comrades saw the need
Then they subside, because spontaneousf a national united front against imperialism.
struggle flows in the line of least resistange They helped found and build IPAN, Independent
towards the dominant ideology of imperialism. Inand Peaceful Australia Network, with over 80
the case of Work Choices, the working clasgeace organisations. IPAN was ready when
action was deliberately shut down by the ACTIAUKUS and the subs were annoeac
and most union leadershipsn ifavour of futile

reliance on the Kevin Ruddd ALRjovernment. hdzNJ YSYOSNE RARyQu UNE 02

But they consistently explain the need for
Since then, despite an increase in members, lefndependence from US imperialism.

circles have generally become narrower.
Following the regular May Day upsurge this year,
there were often three or four small protests aPeople hate disunity. Honesty about weaknesses
week. While the issues are important, thisjs the best policy.

dispersal of focus inevitdyp leads to exhaustion
and then pessimism.

Separation from the people

Despite important disagreements, since the
MpynaQ [ ST CA 3K BartyO | o2y
We have to join the dots. Having deeply listenedefrains from slanging matches. We treat left

first, carefully, respectfully, not telling people groups and individuals respectfully, and expect

what to do, we have to point out the strategy, the same. We build on areas of agreements.

Australian independence from US imperialism

and the key link cost of living, be it for health, I:Ia“nding outVanguardat May Day, a group

education, lousing, transport, energy, plus> E LING 5:1 dsR tyyzelyos |0z2dz
inadequate income from work or governmentEI NEdzZLJaQ tAlS YAyse

allowances, all contrasted to the outrageous agreed. Despite growth, all left groups are

profits of corporations, including existential re|atively tiny. Despite our work and aspirations,

threats from environmental destruction and the none of us is yet capable of leading the working

drive to war. class to revolution. But, | said, the CPA-I(M
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strives to build a party like that. They weretheory, testing them in practice, back and forth in
shocked, and pleased. They all asked for aspiral of learning and connections in struggle.

Vanguard . o L
But, despite demaocratic trimmings, we live in a

Sectarianism is thought of as arguments betweeruling class dictatorship, with jails mostly full of

left groups who ought to know better, who Black, poor, mentally ill and illiterate people. Our

should set aside disagreements. But sectarianis® NJié 2 NHI yA &l GA2y NBFt SO0 a
Aada TFdzyRFYSyidl ffe RATTIked ifabepg, witli einbedHplhbpefiiiniogey ¥ NP
the people. invisible to the ruling class, than visible. Because

. . conditions can change at any time. Witness the
Lenin exposed the danger of left blocism, Wher(?\lT Intervention. Witness Covid lockdown in

the left mjxgs only Wi:[h Iikenindpd Qeople and Fairfield. i o )
FT2NHSUa A0Qa OUKS Yl aasSa ¢K2 YI1S Nb@g2fdz2iAz2y o

¢ K I iih@e have to be with, work with, share2 S R2y Qd  Fff 3INBS® 2S5 LI
our lives with. We have to be one step ahead ofentralism, our duty to raise disagreements. Our

them. Waving our flags from the sidelines hagluty to implement majority decisions. We

never worked. We need to be in it up to ourunreservedly support each other as cadres and as

necks. people.

An independent working class agenda would KSNBE Q& y2 o0f dzSLINAY G F2N |
show people the solutions in their own hands. Australian working class and its party have to

create it.
Where to now?

Right now, facts show Australian independence
from US imperialism is the key strategic task
We need to introduce socialist consciousness. facing ourParty and the people, and cost of living
the key link or tactic to draw in, educate and
organise around.

Attacks on communism flood society.

We need to inspire, to provide hope.

In response to revisionism, our cadres are like fis{;ve want to hear your ideas t0o. Knowledge is
in a sea of people, listening, learning, taking theiEoIIective

ideas from practice, crystallising them into

Right now, facts show Australian independence from US
imperialism is the key strategic task facing our Party and the
people, and cost of living the key link or tactic to draw in,

educate and organise around.
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Towards a Materialist Understanding
of Social Phenomenon:
Reflections on Some Study Materials

by A Young Comrade

al 2Qa oNARIGAYy3IE 2y LIKAf2az2LIKe | NB
cadres and masses in Marxisheninism to change their mode of
thinking and practice.

T (MarxismLeninismMaoism Basic Course:
Revised EditionCommunist Party of India (Maoist), p. QD

of texts, | thought | would write down understanding of the changing political
some general lessons learnt from the conditions that led Lenin to produce many of the
material. These texts include various CPA-(I1 core texts that communists continue to styaill
pamphlets and works of E.F. Hill, along with keygain a lot from this work, as well as gain further
texts by Marx, Lenin, Stalin and Mao. In thisinspiration to develop revolutionary practice and
reflective piece, | particularly focus upon some apply revolutionary theory.
2F 0KS f SaazyaonPriticeyOnTNRY al 2043 L :
: y yO Wh‘ﬁze closeread%g of individual texts is
the Relation Between Knowledge and Practice,, i
. . important, for now | am following a loose method
Between Knowing and Doing. ) )
of reading a broad amount of works of Marxism
Studying MarxisrmLeninism, deepening Leninism in order to get a preliminary sense of
knowledge and refining practice the common threads between various works of
revolutionary theory. | hee partially drawn this

method of learning fron©On Practicewhere Mao

I rom reading through quite a broad array revolution. Comrades who want to gain an

When setting out to study Marxistbeninism, the
amount of background reading can b
overwhelming, but just like anything else, yo
have to start somewhere. Each text of publishe
revolutionary theory reflects different historical -
and political contexts, ah | recognise that it
would be beneficial to study each of these The real task of knowing is, through
writings closely on their own and in reference to perception, to arrive at thought, to arrive
the particular political necessity that brought step by step at the comprehension of the
about each of these texts at the time of writing. internal contradictions of objective things,
An extremely helpful text that illustratesuch a of their laws and of the internal relations
method of study is thedistory of the Communist  between one process and another, that is,
Party of the Soviet Union (Bolshevikspshort to arrive at logical knowledge. To repeat,
Course Mao specifically mentions thi§hort logical knowledge differs from perceptual
Coursel & G GKS LINRYOALI f  EndvdeNde Sré thatf perisdptuil(ikdowkedys” 3
MarxismLeninism as it is exemplary of how the pertains to the separate aspects, the

y2¢t SR3IS¢ a | adsSw

Gdzy A BSNEI £ G(NHziK 2F al Nedomend and thé ex@rhalEeldtiorls LI A S R
(KS 6O02yONBGS LINI O A OSthingg WheBds éaikhoyiiadgel takes 2 OA | £ A &

R85 ONROSE (KS RSOSt2LIVYSYy
0Se.
y26f SRISET 2N 1y26f SRISQA
GKS akKlFfft286SN) G2 GKS RSSLISNH

(
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big stride forward to reach the totality, the  Australian State: A Socialist Analysig. 89).

essence and the internal relations of things After all, communists know that communism is

and discloses the inner contradictions in the not the product of ideas and debatgit is not a

surrounding world. Therefore, logical FFANBGI €S y2NJ lworld haGi & F2NJ |
knowledge is capable of grasping the i KS2NBGAOIf WK2NAT 2y Q3 WK
development of the surrounding world inits ¥ dzii dZNBEQ® / 2YYdzyAaida | NBE O2
totality, in the internal relations of all its that communism is a necessity, insofar as class
aspects. ©n Practicg society and its foundations need to be abolished

only through active class struggle against
reactionay and countefrevolutionary forces

Leninism, | recognise that | am still within they, 5+ jeny this necessity. As proven by proletarian
perceptual stage of knowledge! have a rough ye\0iutions since 1917 Russia, the theory and
understanding and familiarity with Marxist practice of revolution depends upon the
theory from my previous study of Capital, theg ganised work of experienced and steeled
Manifesto, and other Marxist teaka ® L QY I N} Rideaf fefbers of a vanguard paHifl
deepening this knowledge into a more practical. 5} 4 VY a/2yaOizdaysSaa RSOSH
understanding of MarxisAheninism as a tool to working class must have its party to develop
grasp the internal relations of the political andg 5 VyAOA2dAY SaadE

historical nature of social development, and to

demystify ~ the  relationship  between Productive activity and

revolutionay theory and revolutionary practice. the myth of the individual

The point of developing such knowledge is not t@ | 2 QréPracticeprovides an overview of the

As | am becoming familiar with Marxism

embark on an intellectual o _ materialist foundation of

pursuit to help engage in € it is not a fairytale nor Marxism as a revolutionary

abstract debate or to a WwWish for science, and makes clear

become an armchair expert . [ [

. . A eXpert - \world nor a theoretical the importance  testing

in a philosophical niche, ) B .. revolutionary theory through

rather it is solely for the O hor i zonod, 0l practice, with the principle

purpose of developing as ¢ Opossi bl e purpose of building scientific

‘I;O::"m:'_rl‘:sm ae fodmri‘ge f ut é@coefunismis 320AttAdayY  6asSS:
.F. Hill haa noted, the o Socialism:  Utopian and

views p(opagated within & neceSSItY’ mSOfar_ as Scientifi¢. Early in the text,

revot dzii A 2 y I NEB class society and its al2 &bea dalNEAAGE

AYyuSyRSR &  foundations need to be YIyQa FOlAGAGE AY

SESNOAaSez N abolished only through as the most fundamental

intended to be seen as parl

. practical activity, the
of the process of active class struggle

determinant of all his other

developing the theory of against reactionary and FOGADGAGASEADE 22N] =
the Australian re2 t dzu A counter -revolutionary AY LINBRdAZOGAZYyEZ Aa
Hill states that humanity. This is a useful and

forces that deny this

revolutionary literature is ] concise fatement of a
YIRS dzLJ 2 ¥ necessity. core  Marxist  principle.
proposals made for the Accordingly, what is

purpose of arming the people with revolutionary§S 3 3 Sy G A | £ f & G KdzYl y é Kl &a VY
theory. Their correctness or otherwise will befundamental ideas or language or instincts, as
tested in a mass way by the advanced peoplaiberal philosophies would have it. If work is
above all by the workers, in fierce struggle withessential to humans, insofar as work denotes the
0KS Y2y2LR{ Reévalutiod aril & dh@ianc & Ay 3Qa 3ISYSNIt  OF LI OA
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productive activity towards the securing ofof course, no individual can ever truly find
material need, then human society involves theahemselves to be absolutely alone, as they are
division of this general capacity for productiveessentially a historically produced, material being
activity into particular forms of activity for F2NJ 6K2Y AaGKS a20Alf F2N
securing a particular form of need. As the abiliyfR & y I YA OF £ £ @ LINB & Sghiorh. SOSyYy ¢
G2 Sy3l 3I@A ey Adt OWNE RAzOUA2YE 60 g2 N O L
Sy Yy Aq RIPDUEZY S 2P2M Loy 1y AyvRac
requires access to the means of production, ) ¢ | ity wit
OLLIAGHEAAYQa TF2dyRI Ga 2ersRndigoofthpraselves g3 an ey ythan, 5 5
. : . Innate productive capacity that stands prior to or
society into private owners of the means of i o ) .
. . . outside of society is an abstraction. Individuals do
production and private owners of the ability to ) 't , i
G62N]® Ly 2NRSNI F2NI aPOURHFEFE Oﬂ“jo prgﬂ\ﬁ'cﬁ‘” zé'”ug}\ef yé G2
. . person has the pa@ntial to do everything an
reconnect with the means of production, the . )
. . anything at any moment, that is, they are not
capacity to work becomes a commodity to be ble to give f 0 all duction i I
bought and-sold by individuals (the illusion of 30'€ f0 give form 1o afl production In genera

equal exchange between buyers and sellers Or]ather, their various productive activities merely

labourlL2 6 SNJ A & RA & Y+ Captab RTOE% FHIFUAT formg Je greduction in the
and Wage Labour and Capijal Where the present momerit for a present needt all times,
capitalist state fundamentally protects an dsociety itself is the totality of productive activity

serves the interests of private owners of theThe particular forms of productive activity

means of production, the socialist state privilegese Xpressed at any moment within society are

. - determined by and determine all other actions
and expands the political power of working

people through the socialisation of the means Oynder.taken by individuals Wlt_hl_n that society.
production, The ideas and types of activity change and

o o o develop as a result of this oomg historical and
LQBS 0655y NBIRAYS 0 KiNeRefiZB Kociall frocesst YTHeNBrBsezOuitAnNE
LIaat 3 Sa GufidrisselwiNdh fedonate  Grundrissean be difficult, but Marx explains this
gAUK al 2Qa SYLKIFaAa 2Z2pNereUKS a20AFf OKFNIOUGUSN 27
production against the myth of the productive
individual. As Marx states, If there is no production in general, then
there is also no general production.

The human being is in the most literal sense  pyoquction is always particular branch of

a political animal, not merely a gregarious  production - e.g. agriculture, cattleaising,

animal, but an animal which can individuate manufactures etcr or it is atotality. [...]

itself only in the midst of society. Production Lastly, production also is not only a

by an isolated individual outside sociefy particular production. Rather, it is always a

rare exception which may welccur when a certain social body, a social subject, which is

civilized person in whom the social forces active in a greater or sparser totality of
are already dynamically present is cast by  \anches of production.

accident into the wildernessis as much of
an absurdity as is the development of Truth and Social Practice
language without individuals living together

and talking to each other Change is a constant variable within this

conception of truth; the forms of knowledge,
The human is individuated only insofar as theyractice and truth all change along with the same
are a member of society. The fantasy of amprocesses of the natural (material) world.
individual whose identity exists outside of societyScientific knowledge involves understanding
is what underpins the bourgeois Romantic desir@ature in terms of universal lasvof material
for escape from modern civilisation towards thedevelopment, and is not concerned with
SE230A0 WRWEIQI 2FdziyR { dzNgvBloplny an lidehli WitlefstanBig®finature in
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general as being beyond the reach of such laws.

Knowledge of nature in general would
presuppose an aknowing, Godlike perspective.

Materialist philosophy denies the existence of

such a perspective.

While the specifics of materialist philosophy
deserve focused study, here it is worth noting the

relevance of materialism to the Marxist
perspective. A crisp summary of the relevance

materialism to Marxism is provided by Lenin in

his short text The Three Sources and Thre
Component Parts of MarxismEarly in this
LI YLIKE SGZ [ Sy Aay offigiadzand A
liberal science defends waggtavery, whereas

Marxism has declared relentless war on thaP

al NE
T2t
[

aft - SNEET FYR AT
of proletarianrevolution,ii KSy A
philosophy of Marxism ignaterialisnb €
states:

Marx deepened and developed
philosophical materialism to the full, and
extended the cognition of nature to include
the cognition of human society. His
historical materialism was a great
achievement in scientific thinking. The
chaos and arbitrariness that had previously
reigned in views on history and politics were
replaced by a strikingly integral and
harmonious scientific theory, which shows
how, in consequence of the growtlof
productive forces, out of one system of
social life another and higher system
develops how capitalism, for instance,
grows out of feudalism.

o

s

) ¢

Australian Communist

domination of the bourgeoisie over the

proletariat.
al NEQ& LIKAf 2a2LIKe A&
philosophical materialism which has

provided mankind, and especially the
working class, with powerful instruments of
knowledge.

I{, as Lenin noted, Marxism provides the working

Of raa ¢AGK ({y2¢fSR3IS +a | a
éhen the purpose of this knowledge is, like any
20KSNJ AyadaNHzySyidz (2 o6S dz

I(\)}{1éPc,flacti(‘derﬁfll_ecltjs a further development of
arxist materialist phi%sophy as an instrument
f political practice. Truth is only revealed
ipuh lpe;perspeelye of sogia| practieg Bufy ¢ 5y
?agngtéb ungvt_/nﬁuntla a r}gegry is tested and
ajed according to the preseconditions of
al life. Engaging in pramdi is to engage in
particular forms of social practice, where
different activities are set in relation to one
another according to the division of labour in
class society and according to the particular
mode of production that structures that society.
The® relations between the particular fields of
activity that form social practice are able to be
understood and put into perspective through the
development of theoretical knowledge of the
characteristics of the life and death of different
modes of productio throughout history.
Accurate theoretical knowledge of modes of
production thus requires knowledge of the
relationship between activities, or social practice,
which is ultimately knowledge about the material
relations between the people who actively
actice. . The diyi%ion .. Of

< « « . erform  social _ pr 2
Wdza ; II g Y Itty Qa hi }1 y 2_ Qz t %rgd%c%ve al\(lzé\l/it?y Eln% %é’ f%rms)(hleslé a(Z:l\llv“%es
;"e"ﬁ ée\lﬁgpmlg Sma.’.efr),“ w '; 3 e?(IISKS)\ talie bear the m@[ks of c¢lass division of society.
y y yute ocla Knowlegge and Xcgvﬁy is always social

knowledge (i.e., his various views and
doctrines philosophical, religious, political
and so forth) reflects the economic system
of society. Political institutions are a
superstructure on the economic
foundation. We see, for example, that the
various political formsof the modern

European states serve to strengthen the

11

knowledge and social activity. Social knowledge
and social practice is alwaykssed knowledge
and classed practice (or activity). As Mao puts it,

Man's social practice is not confined to
activity in production, but takes many other
formst class struggle, political life, scientific
and artistic pursuits; in short, as a social




Australian Communist *

being, man participates in all spheres of the escape from using lofty language and jargon
practical life of society. Thus man, in varying when articulating the Marxist perspective, but
degrees, comes to know the different essentially the powerful instrument of Marxism
relations between man and man, not only involves a scientific understanding of reality as
through his material life but also through his being determined by adialectical process of
political and cultural life (both of hich are change. Alphenomena express different stages
intimately bound up with material life). Of within an ongoing process of change, which is
these other types of social practice, class caused by the gradual development and
struggle in particular, in all its various forms, resolution of internal antagonistic forces and is
exerts a profound influence on the ISYSNIfteé 20aSNBSR | yR
development of man's knowledge. In class process of coming into being, developingda
society everyone lives as a membef a passing awa® €This is an objective, material
particular class, and every kind of thinking, process which can be studied in nature as the
without exception, is stamped with the development of energetic accumulation and
brand of a class. expenditure, which, in social life, is subjectively
{20AFE LINI OGAOS Aa ySXCFe.”e?T?dYZi 3§.rcF’eceS§ij o 'gedaﬂdédﬁ %ghéoff\ ia &
LINE RdzOGA2YE | yR a2t Sqviuals. Extending beyond “physicar
subjective social existence,

economic - activity, but In class society these processes correspond
extends to political and

cultural life. In turn, political everyone lives as a with the development of the
' ' prevailing ideas at a given

(p))
m-

andI dcuollturalf life is nptl member ofapartlgular moment in history and
exclude rom - social class, and every kind of modes of production that
practice, rather, the thinkina, without human society. Communists
activities of political and g, ou '

grasp this knowledge to
understand the material life
and death of Fstorical
class. periods of society, and to
identify the process of
emergent revolutionary and

cultural life are just as €xception, is stamped

determined by  class with the brand of a
relations as is economic

activity. In class society
social practice is classel - Mao Zedong

practice, and so class . o
decaying conservative ideas.

struggle is universal across A « A, < ;
SYAyQa ARSYUAFTAOIF UA2 2 -
all activities across both intellectual knowledge[, yAY _ - = y p < 2 y .
o o 9 . PR YQNJ\odzyR, Ol.LJA Ul f AdYe A a I
FyYyR LIKeaAOl ¢ I-meﬂkheeq% a-2QDa OQSYO§LJU. .
i in ol ot d the individual subi vtv ere'the global expansion of capitalism reflects
citizen in class society and the individual subject ¢ & 575 v x y3 Ayilz2 SEA2GSyOS
here appears intertwined; all knowledge and all _ . . .
g . - . A cae\ltallsm following the death .of an era where. e
FOQOuUAPAULEe A& aqaul YLISR & u_ K u[§§ 0 NJ ZT.I- Ot Iaac
. omestic markets can ndohger sustain the
and thus all knowledge and all activity serves as - o .
the terrain of cl h le th h all fasrof growth of the bourgeoisie within their own
e.el"a'nt(.) class struggle through all 1Ml v v x 2y 058 62NRSENE® Ly 2 NRSN
social practice. diggers to carry out theitask, building socialism
Obijectivity and subijectivity therefore required the development of a

. . . . n s . . . revolutionary practice of scientific (Marxist).anti
126 GKAE LISNRLISOGABS (I3 N3 1 AN BF0 hi &% 02d 3 W92y 40
A y"il U NHzY SAV ue Tvai N\ﬂ/hmnKl\&nf I:@‘Iﬁafxérﬁlﬁ th'e}\alje%f Proletarjan revolutfbi o
FYyR 9y3asta ARSYGATASR Fa 0KS SYSNESyG &3aNI @S
RA3IISNAEE 2 & i0 khialighi ItHisA Mayxists acknowledge the real changes and
AY&AGNHZYSy 6 Qa LINE OA & A 2develgpment| of theS ghiectivg mvortit NA R3S a
objective and subjective realitied. ( Qa4 KBRRYW@2Sz OF LA GIE AaYyQa Tt 2dz
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Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels dlscoverers of dlalectlcal materialism, a weapon in the service of the proletarlat

destroyer of feudalism on the one hand, and itsThe revolutionary task does not exclusively

own restricted material development on the involve changing of objective material conditions

other, as characterised by the inevitability ofthrough the establishment of a proletarian

monopoly domination of markets, the capitalistdictatorship, i.e. socialismt it requires
alilrisSQa ySOSaaAride 27T xevouSondtylstiudgle o chdriga it theSubjacyive I Yy R
barbarism of individualistic competition. world at the same time.M 2 I NI A Odz I 41 Sa
Revolution in regard to the objective world alsoK I NR & NAIKGAAG YR af ST/
requires changes in the subjective understandingevolutionary ideology that fail to correctly

of that world. On Practiceoutlines the need for balance the revolutionary tasks demanded by the
communists to extend their revolutionary given objective and subjective conditions that
perspective towards the understanding andshape social practice. Accordingly, in ideolabic
destruction of the existing objectiveand & (0 NHz23f S & wg 8 ShartsNiSthe2 LILI2 & S
subjective worlds; revolutionary ranks whose thinking fails to

advance with changing objective circumstances

and has manifested itself historically as Right

society, the responsibility of correctly o | 3 32 NI dzy AaYé®d hy GKS 2GKSNI
knowing and changing the world has been 5 ¢ W[ §F dripst (aa Gven 2staged of

placed by history upon the shoulders of the development of the objective process; some

LINEt Sub NAFG FyR AlGa  LdhNirneiHan@steSas fubhIvnik gz 3k S 2 F
the proletariat and the revolutionary pgte 1, reglize in the present an ideal which can only

to change the world comprises the 5 & NEIFf AT SR AY i KS F dzii dzNJ
fulfilment of the following tasks: to change ., 4itions can be undone through the rustaél

the objective world and, at the same time, g piective ideas, as was learnt by the experience

their own subjective world to change their ¢ 1,0 restoration of bourgeois ideology within

In the present epoch of the development of

cognitive ability and change the relations & Lo fw kA YF Nl SR o8 b A {
between the subjective and the objective  rotormist ideological turn against smlled
world. W{ G | DThe/idedlogical domination by rightist

13
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GOIFLIAGEEAAG NRI RSNElé eéxpdiiientl applic&ionlLditimlsécialApsacticeK A y |
to the abandonment of the Marxidteninist The historical role of the proletariat is the
principle  of classtruggle.  Meanwhile, overthrow of the bourgeoisie, and dialectical
ungrounded subjective demands are doomed tanaterialism provides the scientific theory and
be wunrealistic fantasies without genuinepractice for this revolutionary task. Unlike
consideration of present objective conditions. bourgeois ideologies ofliberalism with its
) . S presupposition of a neutral midciground for
Dlalectl_cal materialism IS in GNBF&a2yFotSé (K2daAKGZ al NE
the service of the proletariat about its class allegiance. Socialism involves the
L@ sEE 2F NBKIFAKAy3 | PN 20 0pPesspn of dhg Pugsoigic | q o 5
already been reflected upon in this piece, read_enm is upfront about this in his writings on the

and consider the following fro®n Practice State. In. every objectlve_ and subjective sense,
communists struggle against the external forces

The Marxist philosophy of dialectical of bourgeois counterevolution in the form of
materialism  has two  outstanding liberals, rightwingers and utopians. The history
characteristics. One is its class nature: it of counterrevolutionary ideological tendencies
openly avows that dialectical materialism is within communist parties throughout the world
in the service of the proletariat. The otheris has also demonstrated the consistent need to
its  practicality: it emphasizes the wuphold the guiding principle of class struggle
dependence © theory on practice, against all remnants of the bourgeoisie in both
emphasizes that theory is based on practice the objective and subjective sense.

and in turn serves practice. The truth of any
knowledge or theory is determined not by
subjective feelings, but by objective results
in social practice. Only social practice can be
the criterion of truth. The standpoint of
practice is the primary and basic standpoint
in the dialectical materialist theory of
knowledge.

al NEQa 2F0Sy j dz2 G SR adl
philosophers have only interpreted the world, in

various ways. The point, however, is to change

Alz¢ OFy ©06S oFyR KFa 0SSyvo
by almost any protest movement, whether

Gal NEA&UGE 2N y2id eal 2 RS
necessary, practical and immediate application of

this view to objective and subjective

If dialectical materialism is in the service of thecircumstances, where true or correct knowledge
proletariat, then it is in fact a tool or weapon arises through revolutionary scientific practice,

against the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. Toor class struggle. This is a general principle to be

wield this weapon is through its tactical andapplied and reapplied to particular contexts.
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A Discussion on Religion

The Party receives enquiries and questions about a range of topics. Some of these, if of sufficient
general interest, are placed on the Discussion Site of our website. We have had several enquiries about
religion and attitude towards people with religiobsliefs joining the organisation.

We have not formalised a position on this in our Program or Party ,Rualege have recorded below a
aSNASa 2F SYILAt SEOKIFy3ISa 06SiG6SSy I O2YNI RS aod:
are his own, and not those of formal Party policy.

uestion: What is the party stance on philosophical opposites. In this context, idealism

religion (both institutional and nonr does not mean the generally progressive sense of
institutional religion)? I LISNA2Y 6K2 KIFIAd GARSIfaédo
that there is a world beyond that of matter, a

world in which a normaterial power or force

¢KS F2tf26Ay3 Aa Yeé dzXRiS NWichihas RovenIrise o thekBiman| NJIi & Q:
stance on religion. condition and has power over it. Revolutionaries

cannot have divided loyalties. They canrieel

that they are obliged to act in accordance with

Marxist philosophy shows that the material the wishes of a God, and be fearful of the

world is primary. Ideas and consciousness consequences of disobeying religious leaders

are the reflection of this objective reality. ~Who profess to speak for such a God, Christian or

Cdzli SOSNB2ySQa KAy 1 AhewiseaMpo Zeqong ggigkof Hies commugst NJ
material conditions, their actions and the 2 dzut 2271 U Kigaing matekiatistcPared K )
class to which they belong. In time ¢hi TSI NI Saa®é ¢KSeé N5 TSI NISa
general outlook on life becomes a system of loyalty other than that to the people, are not

thinking, an ideology, which in turn confused or divided in that loyalty, and have only
AYTEdzSyO0Sa GKSANI I O Reyfetipc that | ng Numtten/ @&t PEROBak (A 2 y
in the class relations of production generally difficulties or sacrifices they may face, the

shapes their class consciousness and eventual overthrow of reactionary authority and
ideological outlook. the success of the forward movement of human

society, are inevitable.
The program does not directly mention religion,

but it is definitely the Marxist materialist outlook There has been a checkered history of religion

which we try to apply in our political tasks and tounder socialism. Stalin explained the attitude of

promote in the broader movements of the KS / 2 YY dzy AASIVE2 ON& {i BOA [1fa G
people. At the same time, we respect thewere then known in Marxism and National

sincerely held views foothers, including those Question:

with religious beliefs or spiritual W@es. Our
comrades have a history (since 1964) of good
working relationships with many religious people
and organisations involved in the social justice,
peace and everyday struggles of the people.

Answer:Hi Comrade M.

OurParty Program states:

The programme of the SociBlemocrats

contains a clause on freedom of religion.
According to this clause any group of
persons have the right to profess any
religion they please: Catholicism, the
The Party must remain theoretically committed religion of the Orthodox Church, etc. Social
to materialism, and this means that it cannot Democrats will embat all forms of religious
embrace idealism. Materialism and idealism are persecution, be it of members of the
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Orthodox Church, Catholics or Protestants. danger of aggression by the Nazis became
Does this mean that Catholicism, clearer, ended the war on religion, reopened
Protestantism, etc., "do not contradict the closedchurches and worked witichurch leaders
precise meaning" of the programme? No, it who were willing to denounce Nazism.

does not. SocidDemocrats will always
protest against persecution of Catholicism
or Protestartism; they will always defend
the right of nations to profess any religion
they please; but at the same time, on the
basis of a correct understanding of the
interests of the proletariat, they will carry
on agitation against  Catholicism,
Protestantism and he religion of the
Orthodox Church in order to achieve the
triumph of the socialist world outlook.

The matter of religion within a socialist Australia
would depend on the objective situation that
emerged from revolutionary upheaval and the
consolidation of political power by the working
class and working people. There is no blueprint or
guarantee, but he assumption/aspiration is the
right of freedom of religious belief by the people,
and the corresponding right to not believe in
religion. That means, of course, a secular state
with full separation of thechurch (or mosque,
temple or synagogue etc) from the state, and in
And they will do so just because there is no civil society, freedom of thought, of belief and of
doubt that Protestantism, Catholicism, the association.

religion of the Orthodox Church, etc.,
"contradict the precise meaning" of the
programme, i.e., the correctly understood
interests of the proletariat.

The Party, by contrast, must uphold the

dialectical materialist philosophical outlook.
Membership should be open to people who

support the Program of the Party and its

That was written in 1913. This generally correce NHI yAal GA2y Il NHz S& FyR L
policy for a Communist Party on the question ofeligious belief may be strongly heldy mot

religion was later subjected to ultdeft strongly held. So long as a prospective member
RAAG2NIAZ2yad C2NJ Y2 NS agle&sngt tolprodelgiel far &Rgiomwittinitiiel G A 2 v ¢
against religion was taken to an extreme byParty or outside it as a Party member, agrees to

Soviet ideologists whpromoted the League of study Marxist works on materialist philosophy so

Militant Atheism and called for an active fightas to understand the difference between

against religion. The policy was wrong, because ibaterialism anddealism, and engages actively in

targeted religious believers rather than religiousmass work among the people, then they can be

belief, and turned the contradiction between welcomed into the Party.

Communists and religious believers dntan
antagonistic contradiction rather than
contradiction among the people. Partly this canThanks for encouraging my response and critique.

be understood in the context of the reactionaryc;enera||y| agree with theParty stance that you

NEES 2F GKS wdzaail y h NanKiddughEl séeKiiseMNiarR AthefstSstamd NE K A L
in supporting the Czar and Czarist authorittaken by some ML states as problematic

before 1917, and usg religion to control the (although | do not know the material conditions

thinking of the peasants and oppose socialisnih detail) as it divides the working class and gives

after 1917. (Under Putin, the leadership of thereligious ‘fuel' to reactionary and counter

Russian Orthodox Church has resumed its formegvolutionary movements. | also see the hdirte

role and has fully backed the illegal invasion ofefusal of religious members in tiRarty as also

Ukraine and used religion to supporthé problematic as it can prevent adequate

authority of the Russian state authorities.) Stalirepresentation for religious minorities. A

realised that the war on religion from the mid materialist analysis of society can be (in my

Twenties to the midThirties was alienating many opinion) compatible with a belief in a

potential supporters of socialism, and as theranscendent God (although in many cases it is

a Question:Hi Nick,
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indeed incompatible). This is not my personeseeing it only as an instrument of social coercion

view but | can respect it, and can also understant Y R~ A RS2 f 2 3A O f O2y (NP @
how the use of religious language (the teachinga (i I G SYSy i g4l ay awSftAIA2Yy |
of Jesus for example) can actually lead people oppressed creature, the heart of a heartless

socialist struggle. world, and the soul of soulless conditions. Itis the

. " opiumof the peopleb €
I understand that the material conditions shape P heop

and influence our religions and spiritualMarx makes three observations about religion,

institutions and practices, but | do not believe thaand on the basis of these, concludes that religion

religious instincts will fully wither away underis the opium of the people. Those three

communism. Humans are symbolic creatures arobservations are acutely sympathetic towards

ritual has numeros social and psychologicalthose who, in conditions where human

benefits. | see a dialectical process in the histoicompassion and empathy have been deged

of religion, with the contradictions of Christianityby oppression, take refuge in religion, just as

giving rise to i¢ antithesis, atheism and a many were at the time, (and not just in China),

rejection of spiritual practice and reverencetaking refuge and drawing solace from, opium.

However, | see a synthesis emerging in =2 . .

- : y ging There is indeed, something more than a

naturalistic worldview and a renewed reverence . - oA .

. .. YSOKIYAOFf YIFIUSNRAFtAAY AYy K

for nature and community. In a sense it is ¢, . . o .

e . og2NI RéE Ydzalu KEwhat isAhit@ & 2 LILI2 &

religious' impulse that drives me to class, | AL L o o, , .
. aazdzZt Saa O2YRAUAZYE Ydzau

struggle, although a completely naturalistic one. .

. . L what is it?

I think there is some potential in inspiring people

to action through religious language although || think we will have to agree to disagree, though,

can also see problems arriving therein. on whether a materialist philosophy can be

| am curious on your thoughts about what | hav(gompatlble with a transcendent GOO_I' Although !

laid out do agree that there are some Christian beliefs

' that are compatible with a socialist outlook. How
Regards, M. G LINE & LIS NReliee Qirky/S 202 NB O2 y OA f
view expressed in Luke 18:25 that "it is easier for

Answer:Comrade M., a camel to go through the eye of a needle than

To begin with, | confess that for a rich man to enter the
we have possibly neglectec Religion is the sigh of kingdom of God", is beyond
to develop a formal stance me. There could not be such
on religion and onParty the oppressed creature, a thing as Liberation
membership of people the heart of a heartless Theology without thos
holding religious views. \orld, and the soul of parts of Christian belief that
What | have said previously - . express concern for the
and will say below, are my soulless cgndltlons. Itis poor and the oppressed. On
own views, although | would the opium of the a lighter note, as a child of
think that they would be people . the Moratorium era, |
shared, in general, by oul always thought that
comrades. - Marx Proverbs 1:20 provided
o . , some justification for our
[ SGQa 3I2 oFO1 U2 alNE I yR LINR G Saday 42 AAR2Y

the abbreviated _vie\_/v that_ i_s often quoted byéj AGK2dzid T aKS dzi i SNBGK KSNI ¢
people keen to dismiss religions. They quote the

G2LAdzyY 2F GKS LIS2 L)X S¢Both of us are discussing only, or mainly, ®fe¥ A &
entirely negative and dismissive of religionreligion, Christianity. How would our discussion
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be perceived by a believer in Islam, Buddhisndialectic in which the originalconnection
Judaism, Zoroastianism, animism, Hinduism cbetween people and nature (which necessarily at
.FKET N CFEAGK |yR 20GKSHNMhat time had a spiritual and animistia O dzf I N.

as well as sharing common elements. component) moved, under the impetus of the
. . . exploitation of nature, towards its opposite, . ,
2Aft GNBEAIAZdzA Ay & (DAL aon 0 N0 OWANS 1S OPPOST ¢ g Ny 1 ¢

_ 9 L, destruction of the'harmony between people and
| R P R )
S s e AR TE A dhature Just as stngl this new elationship will |

RAalaNBS¢ Y2YSyio : . :

o . . ._move towards its opposite a restoration of the

instincts will persevere long into the Communist
) ___balance between the human need to draw upon

era, and that our need for symbolism and rituat

o L _ natural resources, and the environmental and
will find expression in the sined celebration of | . . . .
biosecurity need to exercise responsible

advances towards collectivism and selflessnes . . .
guardianship over, and protection of, those

'I:he spirit of the’era yvill eventually d,isplace theresources. o ] i
SN} 2F UKS AQLANRIGD . €& uno> fIUUSNI GALIANRUGE L YSIy
one embedded in philosophical idealism. By thiWe have addressed that to some extent in our

former, | see evidence in what comrades refer tdntroduction to our book CA 3K/ | LIA G £ A
as the spirit of rebellion against injustice, theDestructive Impact on Nature

spirit of defiance of reactionaries, the spirit of

daringto struggle and daring to win, and in the

exemplars we choose to eulogise: the spirit of Lei
Feng, the spirit of Charu Mazumdar, the spirit of

the martyrs of Rojava, and many others.

Neither ~Marx nor Engels were
environmentalists in the modern sense of

the term. Like many, they recognised that

human labour power andntelligence had

moved the relationship between humanity

,2dz NBFSNI G2 al a 2 y i &8 datur@ frord & IBWeBskage3o a higher |
naturalistic worldview and a renewed reverence stage. Nature formerly had exercised

F2N) yIFGdz2NE | yR O2 Y Ydzy Aniastérydnd contrbl Bvedh&manityt obdg A a |

R ey Ty
! 74 R

TJIIWRE LEITHUN

Learn from Comrade Lei Feng, and carry forward Lei Fengd s s pi r i t
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drought, fire, volcanic activitygarthquakes, of humans to utilise nature for their own

and climatic fluctuations caused not only purposes, to control it, conquer it and

fear and a certain fatalistic attitude toward SadlrofAaK YFaildSNE 2SN A ()
death, but also gave rise to religions of
animism and a multiplicity of gods in whom
various natural powers were vested. In time,
human labour and intelligence weakeahe .
VI G dNBQa  Yefick fardiNg viver ¥ A NEManity and nature.

and coastal fish traps, cultivation of seeds The impulse that drives you to class struggle, the
and tubers, improvements in building impulse towards defence of the earth from its

construction, and then farming and destruction by capitalism, was not understood by

irrigation reversed the relationship. The earlier generations of Communists, but is one we
accumulation of quantitative measures in  fully embrace.

human abiity to develop independently of

nature led to a qualitative leap. Humanity
spoke of its own conquest of and control
over nature. Religions tended to lose their
animistic elements and were put to the

Indeed, only an independent ansbcialist
Australia will make possible the restoration
of a genuine balance between the needs of

| am glad to have had the opportunity to think
through the questions you raise. We can
acknowledge, and put to one side, differences on
religion and spirituality whilst cooperating and

service of social control and the legitimation SUPPOrting each other in the struggle for
of the sodal structures of emerging class genuinely antimperialist irdependence and
420K 8GAS84aX socialism.

In the great wave of enthusiasm to build BeStWwishes,
socialism and display its superiority over Nick G.
capitalism, Communists too often boasted

that the development of productive forces

under socialism would enhance the capacity
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To Be or Not To Be: The Australian
National Bourgeoisie

by Nick GandDunan B.

s there an Australian national bourgeoisie, The actions of people like Barton and Siddons
and if so, what is our attitude towards it? show us the national bourgeoisie see struggle in
. terms of parliamentary politics. This came to be
h dzNJ t IGedemlQRrogram does p . yp .

A - _ eflected in_certain, policies of the Whitlam Labor
YSYUAZ2Y | yYIuAZ2YylFf 02dzNHS2A a %%.eSu.A 2 dzNJ t |
_ ) government. At that time; national bourgeois
history there have been times when we have

. ) elements were \dible in their opposition to
declared our recognition of this class, and ou; . )

. o oreign investment and control of local industry
support for progressive elements within it, as

defined by their st q tic right dand agriculture. Their demands also surfaced
efined by their stance on democrafic ngh's an within the Whitlam government, promoted by his

on their resistane to aspects of US economic andl\/linister for Minerals and Energy Rex Connor

political domination of Australia. Indelibly associated with Connor was tpkrase

From WW to the Whitlam era G.dz22 ol Ol GUKS FENXY¢ FyR KA

_ Australiancontrolled mining and energy sector.
In the past, Australia has seen a number Ofjis attempts to raise funds from sources other
Australian - capitalists who tried to developyhan institutions controlled by US and British

Australian manufacture in the face of oppositiong 4 ViEyOS OFLAGEE 3188 NR&S

from the imperialists and the governmentp;gq sackig by Whitlar.

hangerson. Laurence Hartnett and Frank

Lightburn are examples from the 1958sd 60s. Of this period of time, founding Chairperson E.F.
Dick Smith is a more recent example. He set ugill wrote:

his food business because of his opposition to the The Australian national bourgeoisie, weak

In Australian politics we have seen the national Y-S- imperialist bourgeoisie in Australia, was
bourgeoisie take political action. One example 2lWays alertto pushits case for better terms
was Gordon Barton. He was the founder of [fom its imperialist masters and for its

Interstate Parcel Express Company (IPEC), as welfi'é@m of anindependent Australia dream
as having many other business interests. impossible of achievement by the Australian
bourgeoisie and only possible under

In 1966 he formed the Liberal Reform Group working class leadership). One facet of this
which was a splinter group of Liberal Party process was the 1972 elections in which the

YSYOSNAE 2LIR &SR (G2 0KS Labdr PERyAidRRoffitd2derall) iBudas ity U K S

Vietnam War. This became the Australian Reform the only one. But the new positip and

Movement and then the Australia Party, which manoeuvre for its independence can be
was a forerunner of the Austlian Democrats.  gathered from statements of Whitlam,
There was also John Siddons who founded the |abor Prime Minister. Whitlam spoke of a

NI &

l.:

Sidchrome and Ramsetbrands. Hewas electedasy S g ay | GA2Yy | f AaYé Ay | dz&a

a Senator for the Democrats in 1980. Laterheleft § KS &G LJ NI 2dza adlr iS¢ 27F
the Democrats and formed his own party. when speaking of Nixon. Oakes and

1 SeeThe loans affair 19745 (naa.gov.au)
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(1974) said that in November 1973 Whitlam squeezed by the processes of:

SELX Ay SR

AG0NF yRE

0KSy jdz2aS$S

means the geatest possible measure of
Australian control over our industries and
It means an independent
foreign policy¢ not one without allies, but
obsessions,
without subjection to the
ideologies or follies of othgrowersxé?

resources

one without
distortions,

Hill

aKI G
brought together a great number of diverse . Lo
YR OFGGA GdzRSa MEQHR Mangiactuning fums.s o ¢
zkadt by RAMEWYIpaton. jag bigsfims ssyyam
firms. This is particularly evident in the growth
and service chains which are
swamping independent operators in areas
such as pharmacy,
services, large law firms, alcohol outlets, and
the continuing growth of supermarkets.
1 Ontline retailing, which increasingly fpasses

was correct to describe the national

GiKS

of retail

without

Sg
i GPébaIisationB,/ W

FGA2YyFEAAY
hich is destroying small and

¢ KS
P M2

optometry,

real shops for odine, often international,

providers.

02dzNHS2 A aA 3t hds heemrundble ftee ®

adzadl Ay |
F2N) AdasSt¥Fe
politics, has not developed
organisational and political
links between its members,
let alone between them and
other sections of the people,
the most important of whom
are the working class.

In his other works of the
same period, such aghe
Great Cause of Australiar

Independence (2977)
ldzad N £ Al Qa w
Struggle for a Marxist

Leninist Party (1973)and

Revolution and the Australiar
State (1974),there is not

even mention of the national
bourgeoisie, so insignifican
was its influence.

The present era

LINBE

Hill was correct to
describe the national

bourgeoi si e

It has been unable to

sustain a presence as a

oclass for
Australian politics, has
not developed
organisational and
political links between
its members, let alone
between them and
other sections of the
people, the most
important of whom are
the working class.

vy

- 3 The size and location of

these Australian capitalists,
and whether they are
significant enough to form

a national bourgeoisie
class, warrants
investigation. They could
be potential allies in
campaigns against the
decimation of Australian
jobs by globalisébn.

Where they might fit in a
revolutionary strategy of
Australian independence,
and building socialism in
stages, and whether they
are significant enough
to support  pursuing
independence as a
separate revolutionary
stage before socialism,
need to be reviewed.

Is there a national bourgeoisie in agriculture?

Nevertheless, it is timely to review the current

status and circumstances of other Australian
capitalists outside of the big bourgeoisie. Mos
are small enterprises and can be more correctlyn  Australian agriculture foreign

{ndustriesc agriculture and mining.

interests

) ¢

0 2 XpitalGisDralatiely Stigstdtiat, hand N& being

8

;

medical

The Australian economy relies on two export

described as pettpourgeois. Of those whose particularly Canadian, US, UK and to a lesser

2 Seeilmperialism in Australia, Chapter 5 (marxists.org)
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extent Chinese companies are spending billion® time are contradictions between owner
of dollars each year buying a wide variety ofarmers and big foreign corporations that
farms Australiavide. Properties with attached dominate the transport and marketing of
water rights are especially sought after. agricultural commodities, particularly grain

) _ _ crops. For example, silo closures by Canadian
Behind them come agricultureased investment monopoly Viterra have led to protest actief, as

companies and funds such as those run by thgjy the decision to close an Eyre Peninsula rail
Macquarie Bank. line by BritishSwiss multinational commodity

At the bottom there is a stillarge group of small frading and mining corporation Glencore,

and medium family farmers. They are at thdollowing its purchase of the line from US rail

mercy of the weather and of the banks,company Genesee & Wyoming. The decision
supermarkets, and suppliers of fuel, fertiliser angn€ant that around 30,000>éra Bdouble truck

other inputs. Their natural allies should be themovements per year were required along poorly
working class. YIEAYGFrAYSR aAy3atS tFyS GKAS:

on the export silos at the deewater harbor of Pt
In the middle there is a large group of wealthyj incols.

family-owned farm enterprises. They often

control considerable areas of land spread ove?'raln producers have also lost out in the

several states. Their names regularly appear iervatls.atlon.of the Austrqllan Wheat Board to
Canadian giant Agrium in 2010, and of the

reports of purchases of rural properties. In some

cases the are outbidding the overseas and IOCaﬁustrallan Barley Board by Canadian giant Viterra
investors in 2009. In both cases, Australian famers lost

government2 6y SR aaPf§ IILBIZNBERE A Y -
Data from the Australian Bureau of Statistics storage and marketing support for dependency
now ten years out of date show that 99% of upon foreignrowned profiteers.
businesses in the Food and Agribusiness Gro

. W@alry farmers, another component of the small
Sector were wholly Australian owned. However
usiness end of the agricultural ownership

1 0
Of_ the bigger employers, over a quarter (Zgﬁ)Zpectrum, have faced the squeeze from dairy
with 200 or more persons employed, reported . .
processors, two of the three main ones being

greater than 50% foreigownership. Canadiarowned Saputo (Devondale, Cheer,
Businesses in this Growth Sector with more thafracker Barrel and other brands), aridew
200 persons employed were over eleven timegealandowned Fonterra (Western Star and other
more likely to report that they received income brands). They keep Australian farmers in ongoing
from directly exporting goods and/or servicesuncertainty about prices for milk

(79%) compared to businesses withl persons

The ABS data shows that there is a potential for
employed (7%). P

the emergence of a coherent national
Producers dependent upon bourgeoisie within the agricultural sector, yet itis
foreign multinationals likely to be fragmented by the overwhelming

representation of small businesses who are not
What we have seen within this sector from timemajor  contributors to exprt income.

3 Characteristics of Businesses in Selected Growth Sectors, Australigl £€6m8ncial year | Australian Bureau
of Statistics (abs.gov.au)

4Vanguard: Eyre Peninsula: Grain Transport Off the Rails (vangpem.blogspot.com)

5Vanguard: Eyre Peninsula: Grain Transport Off the Rails (vangpemu.blogspot.com)

8 Vanguard: Bring the Australian Wheat Board back under the control of the government! (vanguard
cpaml.blogspot.com)

7 Vanguard Communist Party of Australia Marxist Leninist (cpaml.org)
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The experiences of regional communities it K & A& gK& ¢S KIF@S y2i a8
conflict with foreign capital show that the time anyAustralian government taking measures
potential to build unity around a demand forto expand and protect Australiaowned

independence from foreign monopoly dictate manufacturing industries. And as for the few
certainly exists. However, it is the working clasdjillionaire Australian capitalists involved in
largely based in urban citiethat must create the mining, their rewards from the sale of Australian
framework around which unity with the incipient natural resources to foreign markets have kept
agricultural national bourgeoisie can be built.  them from seeking to diversify into vakazlding

. . processes.
Death of Australian manufacturing

| ialist f tal h Il but dest dA‘ measure of the carpet that has been pulled
Mpenalist finance capital has afl but des roye.out from under the feet of Australian

Australian manufacturing where the social basis . e o
. o . manufacturing capitalists is the decline in the
for a national bourgeoisie, aware of itself as

> Sustralian Economic Complexity Index (ECI)
class and forced to take a stand agams& L . : ,
o ) ountries improve their ECI by increasing the
multinational competitors, has been stronger .
_ ) number and complexity of the products they
than in agriculture. .
successfully export and, conversely fall in the

Imperialism is not interested in helping Australiarcountry ratings by losing the scope and variety
capitalists to maintain costly fixed capital asset®f products created for export.

(factories and the materla!s apd equ!pment use%ince 1995, Australia has fallen from a relatively
to run them). The extractive industries are only

) : _ middle ranking, at 55, to being just below
required to be fed into valuadding processes . :
. . - > Uganda in 2021 at ¥3(Uganda has risen over
located in the imperialist heartlands, or in

_ _ . _the same period from 120to 92, A graph
countries where the imperialists can exploit

. _ prepared by former Senator Rex Patrick
much  cheaper variable — capital (Wages)illustrates the Australian decline:

SC2NJ Iy AYGSNI OGAGS 3INI LIKe A2 of Etotbric Cotndimkity Br@d.edN) y{ Ay 3 X
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The destruction of conventional manufacturing4 employees, account for an additional 25.7 per
(eg the car industry) is wellinown, but the cent of all businesses. The remainder in the small
government has tried to convince us that thebusiness category (with 5 to 19 people) account
future for Australian business lies in advancedor 8.9 per cent of all businessés

manufactgnng, that 'S man'ufacturln.g USIngMarx long ago observed that under the laws of
computerisation, robotics, mchine learning and .
other examples of Artificial Intelligence (Al). Both capitalist production, up to and including “the

entanglement of all peoples in the net of the
Liberal and Labor governments profess to
. World market, and with thls the international
support advanced manufacturing in

B AT A AA s . . DKINDU uS Or 4 -t A
GRSTSYOSE 641 NI AYyRdAINASE fg‘]ﬁ LIA ﬁgr f'}(;a e y%@ O K
objective of building Australia as an arms _

expropriation of many capitalists by few,

develop, on an eveBE( Sy RA y'8 a0l t
The same ABS survey of businesses in selectBdsinesses in the Australian SME category are

growth areas cited earlier, shows that inconstantly faced with the problems of

advanced manufacturing92% of businesses dependency on overseas supply chains, securing
werewholly Australian ownedBusinesses with and increasing a customer base, and diversifying

0-4 persons employed were more than twice agheir source of funding, including changing to

likely to be wholly Australian owned (96%) thamon-bank funding. However, these three

businesses with 200 or more persons employedyroblems of supply chains, customers and

and the latter were the most likely to report funding see SMEs in general at a real

greater than 50% foreign ownership (57%). disadvantage in competition with larger
.%verseasowned businesses, and make them

exporter. We willook at this sector later.

!_lke agriculture, if this sector is seen as a pyrami dzf ySNI 0t S G2 O0SAy3 G&LAfC(S
it has an extremely broad base of very sma ankruptcy.

locally owned enterprises, and a very small apex

of predominantly large overseasvned Thus, not only in agriculture, but also more
industries. widely throughout industry, there is a numerical

predominance of pettjpourgeois and national

The same structure, with minor variations, 'sbourgems classes, but the obstacles to the
found in the other growth areas of this ABS StUd)émergence of the latter as a classnscious

¢ mining equipment, technology and services; O”ﬁoual group with its own early defined agendas
gas and energy resources; and medic

. . IS yet to occur.
technologies and pharmaceuticals.

Australiag exporter to the masters of war
The ABS defines a small business (excluding eXp

agriculture) as having less than 20 employeeC2 NJ 42YS (GAYS y243> GKS a
Those with & employees mentioned above, arehas seen Australian capitalists enthusiastically
very small businesses indeed. Medusimed align themselves with the UBSustralia
industries are those with 2099 employees. Stranglehold. Lucrative government contracts
Together these Small and MedidBized have been awarded to Australian companies who
Enterprises (SMEs) account for 99.8% of dtlave coupled their operation®tthe imperialist
businesses in AustrafiaSole traders with no war machine. Examples include Gilmour Space
employees account for 62.8 per cent of all Technologies, a Queensland company with 200
businesses. Micro businesses, which employ 1 mployees manufacturing an orbital launch

P
(0p))

9 See:SME Definition: What Is an SME in Australia? | Moula Good To Grow
10|pid.
11 See;Economic Manuscripts: Capital VolQhapter Thirty Two (marxists.org)
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vehicle for its Eris rockets It
vdzSSyatl yRQa R el
Australian company to

fuel. Together with US Raytheon it will benefitRA NS OG A2y 2y OS
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includes have lost out on work and who have lost
{ {héndretis®NBasaddstBdbllarsiirkirvestriiehtNA
locally producethey had made to upskill their workforce and
ammonium perchlorate, a chemical that makesS |j dzA LIY Sy (i
up about 70 percent of most rocket and missileNB Ij dzA NEY Sy G 4 =

ol aSR 2y 5S¥Sy
2yfe (G2 aSss
I 31 Aoyt OK I y 3!

from the $2.5 billiorover the next two years that members, we know that the DSR announcement
Defence Minister Richar Marles has earmarkedhay result in many established and mature small

for the production of missiles in Austraffa It

to medium enterprises choosing to either reduce

includes NIOA, a munitions manufacturer ownedheir involvement or exit the Defence sector

SN

0é

w

GKS FlLYAfe& 27
the sporting, law enforcement and military
markets, including artillery ammunition. It has a
partnership with Black Sky Aerospace to
participate in the development of guided

missiles.

Everything was going swimmingly for this sector

of the national bourgeoisie until the US decided
that its own companies should be the recipients
of Australian government funding. The tide
OKI'y3daSR gAGK (GKS NBfS
Defence Strategic Rewvie(DSR) pushed by the
dominant preUS faction within the Defence
Department. It called a halt to a number of

T

LA (entiely, Ibgtausedt i novlonged HanEadly vialdey
Robert Nioa. It supplies arms and ammunition ta@nd less attr® i A @ S

i2 20KSNJ odzzaly

he Australian Industry and Defence Network

was also critical of the switch by the government
to prioritise US industry.

Without the proper guidance from
Government, Defence will be able to use the
argument of speedo-capability to avoid

0KS dzaS 2F 1 dzZaliNIf ALY LYRCc

Allowing Internationally owned large
I Befence? chntrdbthrs theaagll%/std\'éfo\ﬁéiay iQa
FROAOS (2 5SFSyO0S 2y walLls

without due regard or requirement for work
to be transferred to Australian Industry,

Australian business projects, threw many more means that these overseas companies will

into uncertainty, and clearly indicated that US
manufacturers would be advantaged over
Australian bumesses.

Under the SDR, Defence will scrap more than 30
Australianbuilt Infantry Fighting Vehicles; 45
Australianbuilt Self Propelled Howitzers and
resupply vehicleg a loss of about $15 billion to
local industryg but will go ahead and spend $4
billion on 3Byear old U.S. main battle tanks with
zero Australian content.

simplydzd S (G KS WALISSR G2 OF
to employ their existing overseas supply
chain. And there will be no development,

o €nhancement or creation of an Australian
Indigenous sovereign industrial capability, a
capability our nation requires in order to

achievey A2yt &adN)» 1S3IAO0 NBa

LI «

The creation of Australian capability allows
us as a nation to be independent, sovereign
and resilient. It also could and should

The peak bodies for Australian businesses in the Provide a secondary manufacturing and

GRSTSYOSé kol NI Ay Rdza G NB supP cagabiliy far ourstgagegic partgers. A y

SDR.

0 K ¢

If Australia is to achieve a truly sovereign

The head of the Defence Teaming Centre, Tim industrial base, then the Australian Defence

52NBZ al AR aXGiKSNB

I NB  Inflatvy $nNse bizdlesigndainio Y@y dsgedt

g K2

12 Prime Minister tours Eris rocket facility at Gilmour Space TechnolegieBR

(asiapacificdefencereporter.com)
13 Black Sky Aerospace to produce ammonium perchl

orate in Australia for migSRER

(asiapacificdefencereporter.com)
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of these programs. If the intent is simply to

) ¢

Australian Communist

were was pretty much the same as leaving

acquire capability from foreign owned them in USN service it KSNBX Qa y2 LI2AVYI
overseas industries, then our nation will transferring assets to Australia that
have fallen short of what we need to create diminished their own capacity. History
with our Industry. suggests that the US has a pretty valid
. . . reason for thinking that way for reasons
Australian Industry is simply too important . .
o be left to the whi t forei q because Austré has acted in loektep,
0 e [eTt o the whims of foreigh owne FYyR KSNB LQY 32Ay3 d2 (8
multinational companies, AIDN would argue . . , .
_ _ details of a conversation with a retired US
that now is the time for our Government to o o
i ) Admiral in 2015. It was horrifying then and
mandate requirements into all of these . i
. . just as horrifying now.
programs so that foreign entities
understand wiat they must do in order to Now, this occurred with a couple of other
secure these opportunitie¥ 22dzaNy I tAadas LQY y2a Ay y.
: ¢ KA & O2YyOSNAI GA2 RARY Qi
The SDR also announced that retired US Navy < Y )/ y p
: . o _ P'dzZa 0N EALFT LQY y2u 32Ay 3 (
Admiral William Hilarides had been appointed to . " .
b b FoREE NBES G2 NEpRIEn berawse ol Wi R ARy b1 g
rnnn N u wor% ou?q%ickH/ Who it \'/vasz,‘rjlarlfdl}I Stilave y €

surface vessel fleet to ensure it "complements”
the new AUKUS nuclegowered submarin€es.

So, the one area in which the incipient national
bourgeoisie felt it had secured a futuieas an
adjunct to US war preparatiorshas turned out
to be a lost opportunity thanks to the Albanese
WongMarles triumvirate of US cheerleaders in
the federal govenment.

It is not surprising then, that advocates of
ldzZAGNF f ALY a2@0SNBA3Iy(e
community, are becoming more outspoken. Kym
Bermann, editor of the Asia Pacific Defence
Reporter, an online compendium of everything
capable of being reported abou military
contracts, joint military exercises and analysis of
weapons capabilities, has released a series of
podcasts in which he criticises the dominant
influence of the US over our politicians. In
Podcast 5, he recalls a disturbing conversation
with anunnamed retired US Navy Admiral:

{2 tSGQa t221 L4 GKS
only make sense for the US to transfer
Virginia class submarines to Australia if the
US was convinced that the practical effect

GKIFGZ_ &2dzQNBE 2dzai

to be a little bit cautious about the topic,

YR OSNIi I Ayf e R2y Qi gl yi
unintended offence.

Anyway, at a fairy late point in quite a

convivial dinner when we were talking

Fo2dzi ! dzZAGNI £ Al Q& T dzi dzNB

and the capacity of the United States and all
the rest of it, he was feeling pretty relaxed,
and by the way, there was no alcohol
inyolved, ruRlynot torknn bt RESVGSTHT S ¢ « & I NJ
us ¢ he just stuck with his mineral watey

and at a certain point, when he was relaxed
enough, he said, turning to us, he said
G[ 2212 AYy 2FaKAy3adzyz:
 62dzi @&2dz ! dzaaArsSasz ¢S
give you an excuse. With everyone else,
gAUK GKS /FYyFRAlFIYyas
give them a reason why they should come
into a conflict alongside us. With you, it
R2SayQid YIFdadSN®» 28

g Kl
R2y
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As | say, | was horrified then. This, he was a
very wellmeaning fellow. He obviously

meant this as a great compliment. | took it

14 ndustry reacts to Defence Strategic RevieMPDR (asiapacificdefencereporter.com)

15 Retired US admiral who has previously advised Australia on shipbuilding to lead fresh review of navy's

warship fleet- ABC News
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the other way, and | would imagine that American citizens who are crewing them are
most listeners would see it in the way that | coming back home.
did as well.

G6{ SO2yRf&x H6AGK @2dz2NJ ! 9DL -
Bergmann then goes on to present a scenario of surface ships. Same formula, there will be
how the US controls the policies of Australian no support, there will be no software
governments: upgrades, no nothing. Your-35s, forget
What sort of reputation do we have in the about them as yvell. They m.lght fly fo.r ayear
or two and still be effective, but in the

corridors of power in Washington that A . a A s A s x4 oz

N - - - ~ -~ longSNJ USN¥3 0KSeQff .0.S aAaddu
ASYA2NI LIS2LIX S 0StEtASOS ug%87e Rzu%ﬁztb S@Shf )/%%R

, Missiles?"No resupply because guess’what,
to give us an excuse, that they can count on : .

. you are being too stupid and too lazy to
us no matter what. It was like they see us as
develop your own sources of supply over

mildly retarded children who have to be :
d and iollied al d ai bit the last 30 years and so now, you are going
encouraged and joflied along and given a b to pay the consequences of that. But let me

of assistance but no matter what they do, go on. The free trade agreement that we

Wh.at conflict they are involved in, we are have? Scrapped. The Australian banking

going to be there. system? Sanctioned. The ALP will be

[ SGQa O2yaARSNI TF2NJ I degayed ¢ terrodgskarganisdiienSand I{am A a
involved in a conflict and that there is some ~ going to personally sanction you and
pushback, unlikely as that is, from the YSYOSNE 2F @&2dzNJ FLYAfeo
government of the day, and the US going to sanction everyCabinet Minister

President picks up the phone to the and every member of their families. What |
ldzZ2 NI ALY t NRAYS aAiyAangNg to gRis zamegaing togtgke hei Sy >
we want you submarines, your nuclear Australian economy back to the 1920s and
powered submarines, that we have supplied  leave your military so weak and vulnerable
to you, to be under the command of the that you could be conquered by Thailand.

United States because you are either with us S0, what do you have tosag & dzii G Kl 0 K¢
or against us on this, and your Navy has

I 3adz2NBR dza GKI O WwW2S g
IfthevAustraIiarP[ime Mini§ter pushed back immediately® . ) o )
FYR alAR &a2SftxX KIFy3 zr)pda ¢C'KS bl ge R2SayQdu
speak for the government. The government Bergmann clearly understands how the US
RSOARSa YR 6SQNB NXéxérdises ity paiver dodeNdiol diskshbbrdidai@ A Yy
GKS yFEdA2ylf AydSNEBa iedidnal allies. It is almost a textbook
presentation of the definition of imperial power

klow clearl ,ang A%st[aliar\l Prime Mir]ister ,
t R% Kl U & d%a-eQSCD
put in that position would “just bucklé

S:ap you imagiAne what Eh? ne>5t §tep/.vvoulfj oJf?red byvC|int\on Fernaﬁdes: A R

0SK ¢KS tNBaARSYyu ¢2dad R "alexX ahYx S0 YS

Sttt @2dz SEI Ot & ¢KI (iBeiég aA Enpeyial podie? mekrnis edeithg a A T

you continue to sit on the fence. First of all, O2yGNREtAY3a AYyTFfdsSyOoS 2y
AUKUS is going to be scrapped, straight sovereignty. Control can be achieved

away, so within one or two years, your without conquering colonies or directly

submarines, your nucleapowered ruling foreign lands. It can be established
submarines will be completely useless, through economic, social or cultural
because we are not going to provide any dependence, patical collaboration

ALI NB LI Nlla FT2NJ GKSYZ oISy SEYQNR (K2 D288/ XWA S St
provide any technical assistance. Any use of military force, 02 dzLJa , RQS G i

16 Transcribed from hereEpisode 5 Asia Pacific Defence Reporter | Acast
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intelligence operations, trade agreements see significant change; and 8% are described as
and investment treaties. Today the United & 2 LILIR2 Y Sy (& ¢ &
States sits at the apex of a hierarchically

structured imperial syster# Our political work and activism should aim to

isolate the full supporters by challenging their
Of course, it is advocacy from the standpointoF I A G K Ay GKS alfttAlyOSeés |
Australian capitalism. It is not a proletarianwho can be shifted into the category of reserved
advocacy, according to which Australiarsupporters; within the latter group, we should
sovereignty requires a socialist state power for itsnake more ofan issue of independence and
creation and maintenance. sovereignty so that some change from being
Neverthelessii K& Of F NX § 2T supgorters t? tICS, andt rn thedoubts and

mlngvmgs of scej}tlcs .ln 0. onpstn Thi

FYR UKS ONJ\u)\VOAaY 2¥alsorequwes% owin WO au ie Qeran
' { AYUSNRAFfAavQa $02y2k g 6)1

fo conc'fluct our mass Wor %ast the
Australian industry, require that Communists

faudlence is firstly, likely to be receptive to our
develop tactics that can take advantage o
_ _ o _ arguments, and secondly, likely to be persuaded
national bourgeois contradictions with US

) o i ... tomove in a more leftward understanding of the
imperialism. The national bourgeoisie is a
contradictions we are encouraging them to
vacillating class, throwing in its lot with US
recognise and resolve.
imperialism when there is a dollar to be made,
and then complaining and criticising when theh i K S NJ FAYRAYy3Ia FNRY GKS ac
promised pot of gold ends up in US hands. TheJK NI & S0 YBNHE SANRSND R2Sa y 2
experience of national bogeois within the Y SAGKSNJ R2Sa NBFSNByOS G2
GRSTFSYyOSe¢kgl NJ SO2y2YRBINRPADS QI 6 IFGSE { (KRaAy3 A
vacillation. commitment under, for example a second Trump
preslden%y, is a concern for mankhese are also

ers to mas wor

AOS {

In 2022, a survey on the USdza G NI € A |
was conducted by the United States Study Cen trp on
and others for the Department of Defence. ItsWe gave to the title of this essay the question

findings are fairly predictable, but also abitmoreF  OSR o6& { KI 1 SaL)SINBEQa | | Yf
nuanced than simple binary for/against, andd S¢ X YSIyAy3 G2 RAS 2N G2 f
provide food forthought on how Communists the national bourgeoisie as an element within the

might refine their tactics so as to grow theAustralian class structure, but one which is

genuine antimperialist movement. mainly found m small and mediursized

enterprises, preoccupied with survival in the face
Of 232 patrticipants in the survey and discussion

of vanous thre ts t th an ithout _an
IANR dzLJAY omx: | N8B RSa ONJI\ a 098\,\{ d\ﬁl JLJ2 1{8 NA &
sAGK 2 O3y OSNY & o2 cear consco%sness of. Its own IP 7ep| U
g - . ) 2 oL L n% rests .as cass Unﬂ Ins .”that
YSIyaT 0 032 [ NI RSaON 0 SR S

A nsuousness |t cannofj‘blel‘]ssaf"1 %'ﬁ C |:‘)beof
3dzLIL2 NI SNRE  6AGK 02y QRN g0 opigl SE%zg R‘ﬁlg Vi oo

ivndAeperldence Aarvld sovereignty 23% ear and in |ts own interest } ) o
RSAONROSR a4 GaOSLIAORE F'RE y2a O2ydiyOsR
that the Alliance, in its current form, is necessarilyffhere is no guarantee that the national

OSYSFAGAY I ! dz& G NI f A I Q &ourgeBifdegzNavene if | if Rdevemzt Batf A1 S

17 dinton Fernandes Sublmperial Power: Australia in the International Areiglbourne University Press,
2022, p. 3

28



Australian Communist *

consciousness, will take on an amiperialist Fundamentally, our task is to build proletarian
role: it will continually be driven by its own leadership over the issues of Australian
momentary interests, sometimes siding with thesovereignty and national independence, and that
imperialists and sometimes struggling againstequires building the sentiment for socialism
them. among the working people. It means firmly
adherlng to the task of refinon and developing
the independent agenda of the working class,
elevatlng it above the agendas of other classes,
and wmé?lng both |mmed|ate an Iortgrm
f)?ri e Workln%\c*a%s

Our strategy must be flexible enough to promote

unity with the national bourgeoisie if and when

they adopt a progressive, arthperialist

LISNRLISOGAGSD ¢KS dezSau 3 2 dzNJ

SYSYASasT 6K2 FNB 2 dNI ﬁg\ JdzZA RS dz

this. As for the Australian capitalists, they can either
be carried forward by the working class, or swept
aside by it. The choice will be theirs.

We have described the national bourgeoisie as an element
within the Australian class structure, but one which is mainly
found in small and medium -sized enterprises, preoccupied
with survival in the face of various threats to growth, and
without any clear ¢ onsciousness of its own independent
interests as a class. Until it gains that consciousness, it cannot
be said to be capabl e asfaclasdaetingy g
with purpose and in its own interests.
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The Housing Crisis:
Lessons from History

by A Study Group

hile a spotlight hasrecently been Engels talks about the impact on housing in

focussed on affordable housing and countries involved in later industrialisation in the

the scarcity of accommodation in 19" century. The movement from small scale and
Australia this has always been an issue for anore labour intensive manufacturing to
significant number of people, particularly those industrialisation resulted in massive
in the working class and those on lower infrastructure changes that saw traditional
incomes. Capitalism views property and housingworking class dwellings destroyed to make way
as an investment opportunity rather than a for industry infrastructure support such as
universal right and because dffis, treats access buildings, wide roads and railways. This
to secure, decent accommodation for alis a exacerbated the housing problem as those
secondary consideration. previously involved in local domestic production

nd agriculture were dren by necessity into
In 1872 Frederich Engels addressed this issue?q g. . y y
these C|t|eus onr vi(ork.

GCKS | 2dzaAy3 vdzSaldAazye oA ALISOATAO FT20dza 2y
the late industrialisation of Germany. Hewrote: 9 Yy 3Sf 4 Q O2@SNJ} IS 2F K2dza Ay
international developments and trade and

relating these developments to the specific
conditions of the country being analysed; in his

case Germany. He is dealing with a situation

where Germany was a relatiyelate comer to
industrialisation and in contrast to countries with
Understanding the fundamentals of capitalismmore advanced industrialisation, the provision of

based on private ownership of the means oficcommodation served the interests of the ruling
production and exploitation of those producingclass. This was enabled by low wages

surplus value and wealth through the sale of theisupplemented by some level of personal needs

labour power, enables an understanding of thedeing provided for workers through a form of

issue of housing and aemmodation and the cottage industry and a subsistence level of

true nature of solutions within capitalism. I I NR& Odzf G dz2NBE® ¢ KA & SylFof SR L
Policies and approaches adopted withinand a degree of success in international trade.

capitalism demonstrate the primary Oy3St A0 FyLfeara Aa ol 48R

conS|der§tlon of ens.urlng. sypport for prlvateof economic theory and understanding of the
ownership and profit. Within any particular . .
fundamental social nature of economics. He uses

country there will be common features . : .
. o this knowledge as a basis for analysing and
throughout the history of capitalism as well as

) . . i explaining the particular circumstances he is
issues specific to the conditions that prevail at a, .. . o . -

_ _ dealing with. This inclles refuting existing
particular time.

pseudasocialist and pseudscientific
CNBRSNAROK 9y3St aqQ g2 NEexplahsgtiens by $ase arguingifoR SrgtdrmitadtheO G A 2
of the common features referred to above as welpast (feudalism) where many working people had

as the need to be clear about the specifisome form of secure accommodation. As Engels
circumstances of the current situation inpoints out this was in a preapitalist era and
Australia. wherel Y20AtS LINRPf SUFNAIUO RAF

In reality the bourgeoisie has only one
method of settling the housing question
after its fashion-- that is to say, of settling it

in such a way that the solution continually
poses the question anew.
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meant the possibility of the development of saw the cities providing the necessary
socialism was not possible at that time. accommodation through, what at the time was
relatively cheap and more dense housing and
apartment buildings. Ae areas within which this

To understand the current situation regardingoccurred were essentially working class and in

Postwar Australia

housing and accommodation in Australia, it is2 YS OF aSa 0SOFYS RSTAYSR

necessary to analyse the specific history oflue to the low income of those involved and the
developments since WW2. This involves a focuack of focus on amenities and other support for
on the changes that have occurred, particularlyhese parts of the city. Many of theseeas were,

within the later part ofthis period from the at a later period, transformed through societal

My nQa G2 GKS OdzZNNBY i chiriges. Foriedaroplei) tkeSgerrifictd df thek | G A 2 )

of globalisation and the establishment ofinner city areas. (Covered later in this article).

ldza NI E AL a 2yS 2F (KS aRSOSt2LISRe O2dzy iNKRSa®

Keynesian economics was a case of borrowing
In 1944, just prior to the end of WW?2, 44 nationsrom the anticipated wealth of the future to fund
met from July T to 22nd in Bretton Woods, New the capacity to produce that future. (In a sense
Hampshire, to establish a set of rules relating tehjs is a general, fundamental aspect of taking
trade and the international monetary system.financial capital and investing it in industrial

CKA& YSSUAYy3 gt a T2 O0dz&dhwahn ofd¥io reafide Rithird srdlusivalue ghd LIS Y €

world trading and financial system centred on U$rofit). This was implemented on a massive scale
requirements. The InternationaWlonetary Fund and involved a very substantial increase in both
(IMF) was a result of this meeting. company and personal income tax that had been

A major focus of the US was the regeneration dft the 20 to low 30 percent through the T@nd
the economies of countries within the context of€ry 20" century. In ths country, income tax was

the US having open access to and control of thelfViéd by the States until 1942, when the

developments and trade. It was towards the endVB : _
of the era of colonialism as the primary form of'War against Fascism saw a transfer of power to

relationship between the major powers and tax incomes to the Commonwealth government.

subjugated colonies. This regeneration involved 928 U _N‘]' t 7‘ b Q é_ AYRAGA Rdz
the adoption and implementation of KeynesianProgdressive, with a high taxee threshold

economics and associated policies for a period dP!lowed by increasing tax rates at subsequent

3-4 decades within the developed economiesthresholds. This means, in theory, that the largest

There were two very important positivedtures 2mounts of income tax are paid by high income
of Keynesian economics for the ruling class. [fdividuals; in practice, an entire industry is
enabled the economic regeneration referred toP@s€d around minimisg the taxes paid by the

while providing an ideological tool for wealthy. Tax rates in the western developed

combatting the growing prestige of the Sovietcapitalist countries went into the 70, 80 and 90
Union and the influence of socialism andP€rcent range. For example, in Australia in 1960
communism. the top marginal tax rate was 91% on a single

income over $200,000 or $400,000 for a mied

During the early phases of this international® 2 dzL3 § o LIINREAYI (8feé& bwm
UGN yaF2NYEGAZ2Y (KNERdZ3 fermé) 2 onll fo ofM $iS, gBverameht dgri NI

still had a significant and growing centralisedncreased substantially.

manufacturing base. Immigration from some

European countries was seen as an importariA significant feature of this postar period was
part of the solution to thelack of necessary the increasing investment in the military within
labour compounded by the loss of life duringthe US on a scale previously unseen in history. It
WW?2. Immigration policies were adopted thatwas a means by which the US ensured its
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international dominance through implied and Other policies supporting such things as free
real threat against the nooompliant]. health, and free public education were promoted

in developed capitalist countries (e.g., the
As stated previously, the process of capitalisfypitjam era in_Australia jn the early to mid

(NEISYSNI dA2yér RNRODS Yo70sP Fhis alPt§oR placé)v%tk"{djc%{ diidmAad?
influence of the US over the three to fourgnapied the developmenof globalisation as a
decades  after WW2  saw  economiChgre geveloped form of capitalism and
transformation on a global scale. Thi§mperialism, and the introduction of economic
transformation laid the foundation for the  ouonalism and nediberalism from the 80s
movement of wealthcreating activities such as ;nwards. This led to deregulation and so called
manufacturirg into the developing countries, e rade agreements. In other words, the early
supported by the development of a prOfess'OnaHecadespost WW2 with free education, free
elite (the growing middie class) in the developed,gqth services, home ownership and available
world. The result of this transformation is accommaqdation were associated with the

b N‘IJ_A Ode, PGSR Ay /f ASYH) 2 Yowmg Srrszlé YIRS dvhin Qnd 2déveloped
Imperial Powef 6 KSy KS  @nestaisS eourﬁrlﬁsKaﬁdae§abled the necessary intellectual
2LISNI GS Ay F 62NIR 27 gad 2.9 hdsouds LidZRciik tHisY giob O D/ Q¢

in which the headquarters and design a”ddevelopment

engineering departments are established in one

country, and the finance and sales departmentd he result was substantial rationalisation and

in yet another countrgp & STFAOASYyO& 3 Aldealogy C')aél(?é S tA]
Capitalisnd 0 @ ¢ KS AYONBIlFasS Ay LI

Competition between the States for investmentsthis period of global transformation has not been

in manufacturing industries prior to World War 2matched since which belies the propaganda

took the form, in part, of attempts to provide ground the introduction of economic rationalism
workers with lowrental accommodation. This and neoliberalism over recent decades.

was promoted as much by conservative state

governments as it was byhor sociademocrats. The era of globalisation has resulted in three

C2NJ SEFYLX S5  {2dzik !PR'BRNPUCAMEHa [A6SNFE | YR
Country League government created the SAj1 the lowering of company taxes and personal

Housing Trust (SAHT) in 1936 as a means of income tax of the wealthy

keeping labour costs below those in NSW and2 (i K § NBY209g! § 2F GLINR INBE A
Victoria for those investors willing to move to SA.  with an increasing emphasis on user pays

Whole sububs (and even towns such as 3the privatisation of public assets

Elizabeth, built around the GMH plant) were o _

created by this public authority. Nelberalism This —accelerates the growinginequitable

effectively curtailed this role of the SAHT in thefistribution of wealth, increased poverty and the

1980s, and there has been an aggressiveaéll specific nature of the current associated housing

of SAHT houses in favour of privatevelopers CrSiS:

K2 LINF OUADSt d2ND B W &BSIHive Odm¥ Deh bf thé dhanging nature of the

SAHT houses on quarter acre blocks with two andustralian workforce over the period being

three private residences jammed tightyQ2 y 4 A RSNBRX Ay iKS MdcnQ
together. In this way, devaluation of publicO2 y (i N& 6 dzii SR H P2 2F I dza 0 NJ
housing stock by inadequate maintenance and@ccording to World Bank data it is currenth%o.
improvements means aking it an extremely In 2013, the Australian newspaper (2&5ep)

profitable source of private development. reported that for every blue collar job added to

Workers lose their sense of community and arehe economy at that time, there were four white

forced into outer suburbs or regional centres.  collar jobs. The changing nature of the workforce
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i

in Australia has seen the development of F7—
substantial middle class, a significant section ¢
which is onhigher incomes. This has beer
coupled with thepromotion of property as an §

-

investmentand reinforced through policies such shpanesa Gyoza Sl S g D
as favourable capital gains concessions args i :
negative gearing on rental properties. [ — Still left behind...l;..;? :

A

development in relation to the issue of housing

and the current economic situation of increasing
inflation and interest rates.

Class, Location, Age factors

The first significant outcome concerns the clas The fate of many under capitalism

position of those investing. In 2013 the broau o o

composition of the Australian workforce, downsizing or upsizing are less affected. These
according to theAustraliannewspaper, saw 31% people alreafly h?VAe an vmvestme,nt n pror)'e[ty .

as bluecollar and 69% whiteollar. These I Y R K SY 0S Rz.yQu Khgs a2
categories were defined in the following mannerProportion of money as first home buyers.

G.ftdS O2ftF NI 2204 + NBBAFORIKANE dsscompen; spnsesagd rqinfoRces 4N g Nz
tradies, machine operators and techniciansiN€ fact that within capitalism,property and
White-collar jobs include but are not restricted to agcommodatlon are investments and potential
managers, professionals, sales, clerical angfivate wealth generators, whereas under
FRYAYAAGNT GAGS 62N SNRGUASM hey woylg be qoliggively oyngd, and;,

problems with this classification. For example@vailable to meet social needs.

are shop assistants and café workers defined 8¢ The Agg22-Sep22) Margot Seville points out

the composition of the workforce. Statistics, the richest 20 per cent of Australians

[Note: The definitions used above are inadequatB%W 0Wn 63 per cent of total household wealth,

gAGK NBIFNR G2 Ofl aa W8 Helgwegiguintie iep?0 per ) NI 05 O
position is primarily defined by the role they play Sa@a uUKIlIy m LISNJ OSyué o {KS
in the production of surplus value. However, théhat lack of housing affordability is a significant

class that an individual subjectively identifies witlproblem for younger people and that the

may not coincide with their objective and actualaccompanying growing inequality in the

class position. ] distribution ofwealth has the potential to lead to

The professional classes are generally well pamasswe social unrest. The articlecaints out

and (apart from the capitalist class as evidenceHj"’lt ;[he mor;e sour?ht after a;]reas hare forﬁmg
through the billions invested in housing throughpe°p € away from the areas where they work.

Venture Capital) have been the primaryThijsis particularly relevant to an earlier comment
beneficiaries of the favourable investmentthat pointed to the establishment of cheap
opportunities in housinglt should be noted that zccommodation for the working class in the

within the broad group of property investors,themy pp nd +yR (GKS &dzaSldsSyi (
impact of inflated prices, wage stagnation andmany of these areas by the growing middle class
increasing inflation is having a far more negativeind their work opportunies during the 70s to

impact on some than others. An article Tle  the current time. As pointed out by Matt Wade

Ageon the 17Sep2022 pointed out tat those (Cities Collared by Common Crisihe Agel 9"
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hOG206SNJ HnHHO ALYy { @& ByStholigh prdig@tF \@laes are fdlling sharply,y’ R
managers now account for 45 per cent of workerseflecting the inherent boom and bust cycles of

(up from 37 per cent in 2006), while incapitalism, many houses and rentals are still
Melbourne, that has reached 41 per cent (upbeyond the means of working class families

from 35 per cent in 2006). The share ofuggling the cost of living, squeezed between low
GO2YYdzyAGé |yR LISNh&sypskISZENDYRS ap INESNBRy Tt A2y
also climbed in both cities over the past 15YF NJ] St ¢ az2f @Ay 3 (GKS &dzLJLJX @&
ESINEED ! YR a¢KSaS LizapiINgsaEety! f | 6 2dzNJ YI NJ S a

trends have affected Melbourne and Sydney well

beyond the workplace. The boom in knowledgeHove”ng above all this are the banks. Quick to

based industries has created highying jobs, jack 'up interest rates, fees aqd meurance
which tend to cluster nememployment hubs, premlums they further protect their profits by

espeC|aIIy the central business district. This ha htening loan approval conditions and reducing

K I b oA3 STTSOG 2y LINETOWE avalphieRo BYUQwEs's:

To return to Engels, he makes the point that
When looking at the composition of suburbs mh
ousing became a significant issue because it was
the cities, the relative proportion of white and
not only impacting the working class but also the

blue collar workers varies considerably from one ety bour Engel nt tthat in ol
location to another. Income is a significant factor® ty bourgeoisie. Engels points out that in places

. . . .. Where there is centralised large scale industry,
in determining where one chooses to live, with . T ) .
. . the idea d the individual worker owning their
those on lowe incomes being relegated to the , , _ ,
) ) . own residence was in some instances put into
less preferred locationsThe issue of choice of , .
. . effect (the issue of mobility of the worker no
location also affects the rural areds. Australia . L .
: o . longer being such a major issue). However it is
(as compared with the situation dealt with by
the bourgeoisie themselves who often initiated
Engels in 19 century Europe) we have a degree
this process. Apart from the fathat this enabled
of decentralisation of workthrough the rapid
them to place extortionate rates on the
expansion of information technology (with the
urchases, it also served as a means of creating
apparent acceleration through Covid). This i
ambivalence in the class consciousness of the
made more possible in a country that has
workers who became owners.
decreased its manufacturing significantly over
the last 35 decades and has a substantial base ifio quote Engels, these developments in the
the finance and service industries. House prices 2 dzZNHS2 A & NB G2t dziA2ya aXx Ol
and rents in the regional areas have rapidlyf small landowners which has since become the
increased, putting readily accessible, close temost reactionary element in society and a

work accommodation beyond many workers.  permanent hindrance to the revolutionary

. L movement of the urban proletarig ©r, as he
A further group negatively affected is first home ; ¢ the Spanish
buyers. Elizabeth Redmon points outTihe Age quotes ~from e Spanish newspaperia

(17SepH nHHO GKEG G¢KS ®|E?1"’<‘:P ipatigny ij"éd”d év'ar?zh 16, ;1872

first home buyers fell 15.8 per cent between I dveretstdleh rsffoft te rulldg .class 'ave
April, the last month of the roekottom cash always directed their efforts towards increasing

rate, and in July, the latest month for Whichthe number of small property owners in order to

official figures are available, CoreLogic analysPs uild “an army for themselves against the

found. Thiscompared with a 5.8 per cent fall in LNBE SOFNREGE

lending to subsequent buyers, which includesyhen referring to the middle class in Australia,
upgraders, downsizers and other movers. Thenany of those investing in property can be

value of loans to investors also fell, dodd.1 per  classified as petty bourgeois. A significant section
centin Julgp € of this group has multiple investments from
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which they generate wealth either through aexisting property and housing, as distinct from
GaAGAYREAYTE LINROSAa& 2 the GahdrichoR faride mabteEnaricé prac&sseé A @S @
the buying and selling of housing on terms thatvhich do add value. He demonstrates that the

suit the seller) or sultetting and renting. increasing ovepricing of property (particularly

_ . : o . in certain locations) is based on swindling as a
This is a major consideration in Australia, Wher?u

- N damental aspect distripution of surplus
K2YS 26yYSNEKAL) Kla 085 UNEY%"?% uriputip CNR S K i ¢
: . . . vdlue and assocCiated wealth amongst sectionis of
and this has been reinforced with the SUPPOTtiNgs || 32 G f AAGAD GCKS RAZGNR S dzi

|n.vestment opportunities provided by both Produced by the working classi@ taken from it
Liberal and Labor governments. The change in. :
without payment, among the noworking

the relative compositiorof home ownership and classes  proceeds _amid - extremely . edifyin
NEYGAy3d NBAYF2NDSA G(KS Yu[og 2V LI VS O Yortni
. . . Squabblings and mutual swindlihg. In"s0 Tar as
to adopt a critical, objective understanding of,, . . .~ . _
L ) this distribution takes place by means of buying
capitalism. It does create a separation between . . : .
- N ) o = and ?ellln , _one, of jts chief methogs.is the
uKz2asS 9Kz OFlyQu I FF2NR _I ?%YS I-¥R FKZ(?.S a K2
: . 7. Cheating of the byler by the seller, and'in retail
can and this assists in the divide and rsti@tegy . . . .
_ trade, particularly in the big towns, this has
of the ruling class. . .
become an absolute condition of existence for
The relative proportion of those who own theirli KS & St f SN& ®¢

residence is decllnl.ng and th|§ is potentially Yo points out that this is not solely a working
development that will have an influence on the . . .
class issue. It is not a factor in the actual

ability to divide and rule. lithe Age21-Sep2022 .
" , . _ _production of surplus value through the

Ross Gittins provides the following information: .
extraction of more value from the labour of

dn a major speech last week, the Grattan

o 2 S warkers than_the value, of the labour power

Lyatrddasoa . NBy Ry TSP 381 GE AR BB PYS
. . . urchased. However, the swindlind

ownership rates are falling fast, especially amonﬁ

oes
the young and poor. Over the 40 years to 2021

ccur with the distribution of the wealth
. generated by surplus value in the market place of
home ownership rates among 2® 34-yearolds
fell from more than 60 per cenb 40 per @nt.

commodities has a more substantial effect on the
, working class when it comes to housing and
Among the lowespaid 40 per cent of that age . o . . :
i accommodation. This is evident in Australia by
group, it had more than halved, from 67 per ce

nE . . . .
kA s Al . . - the mgpact that, the Igrowm .inequitable
to28percerk[ Fat €Sk NRa OS igtrﬁ)zt?tionaoﬁv?eézftﬁ is a‘\%r%%ns the working

started seeing accelerating declines amond .« and all those impacted by stagnant and
middle-income households too, with noticeable__, . .
falling real incomes.

falls in home ownership at all age levels,

includingolder middle-income households. The He also points out that to the extent that

proportion of people who reach retirement never accommodation (of some form) is a necessity to

having been able to afford a home is increasinggnsure an adequate workforce is available,

as is the proportion of home owners with unpaidadjustments have to be made, whether this is

K2YS f2lyaé¢ao OKNRdzZAK gl 3Sa 2NJ a2YS 2GKSI

. accommodation.
Low wages, highecosts:

Affordable housing out of reach! A rapid increase in property and housing prices

and rent (as has occurred in Australia and among
The secondoutcomeis the avallablllty and up other Countries) may arise in four ways:

until recently the increasing cost of housing and o _ _
accommodation. The first is a greater proportion of the profit from

surplus value (accumulated capital) being
As Engels points out, no surplus value is added @&ilocated to this investment relative to other
commodity transactions as is the case withareas.
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House prices have grown much faster than incomes since the

mid-1990s

Real dwelling prices and full-time weekly earnings, index: 1970 = 100
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Notes: Data for 1970 to 2010 is from Yates (2011). Data from 2010 is six-monthly
growth in the residential property price index from ABS (2017c), deflated by the CPI.
Earnings data is full-time ordinary time earnings from ABS (2017d), deflated by the
CPI.

Sources: Yates (2011), ABS (2017¢c) and ABS (2017d).

The second is an increase in overall debt withiSeptember 2022) he points out that the growing

society which can occur without any significantisparity in wealth and income since the 1980s

increase in surplus value, but this isKlIa 06SSy &AIYyATFTAOFIYyGY a! dzal(
unsustainable. consistently unequal since the 1930s, and is now

[more unequal than most countries in the OECD,

ranking 18 2dzi 2F oy VYIFI(dA2yaoé
policies have been introduced that favour

Property and housing investment (negative

gearing and favourable capital gains tax).

The third is an overall increase in the surplu
value available for investment either through an
escalating proportion being acquired by the
owners (e.g., stagnant or falling wages with o
without increased productivity) or simply an

increase in productivy. Property as investment

The fourth is a combination of the first three.
Much of what is covered above deals with the

In Australia (as in many developed countriesghanging nature of Australian society and its
there has been an increase in surplus value anglevance to housing and accommodation. A
associated wealth acquired by the ruling class ahajor outcome of these changes has been the
the same time as wages have stagnated anghcreasing focus on investment in property since
declined and there appear to be relatively lowthe late 1980s with the returnto economic
increases in productity in recent times. In an rationalism (it is only new in name and is
article by Ben SchneidersTHe Age 14" fundamental capitalist economic theory). For
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capitalism, the primary focus is not the right ofchange is inconsistent with the fundamental
people to adequate accommodation. nature of capitalism.

Accommodation is a secondary consideration . _ _ .
and always within the context of treating Again, Engels is dealing with the particular

property as an investment and source of IC)riva,ﬂ;__pircumstances within which he existed but the

wealth accumulatiort this is the essete of how fundamentals in terms of the role of workers
capitalism works. within capitalism and the relevance of housing

and accommodation within this system still
The mObI'Ity of the workforce in Australia is nOtapp|y_ In a sense, negative @mg and Capita|
as significant an issue as it was in the period deaffains, while not of the same magnitude as rent,
with by Engels. However, it is a fact that Workingaise a sSimilar issue. Their removal or
people have to be ready to travel further or evenmodification does not fundamentally change the
relocate if they lose their jobs, as they have onlyature of capitalism. In one sense it simply
their labour power to sell. redirects investment into other areas. (This is

In Australia we now have a significant shortage gpnonng he factitis very unlikely to happen).

available housing, particularly in the regions thaiy/hije the building industry is seeing companies

are aIsp mainly centres of smaller scalgyneriencing difficulty and going to the wall, the
production. At the same time we appear t0 begnnrtunity for this industry into the future still

approaching full employment (with the provisoapnears significant given the need to find some

that this is intentimally defined in terms that {5;m of accommodation for both local and
significantly reduce the number of hours Workedimmigrant labour In order to address the

being included as futime). apparent shortage of workers, immigration

Solutions proposed by the ruling class and@ilumbers are being increased by around 20%
promoted though all channels of communicationwhich will exacerbate the housing problem. The
reflect the focus on protecting private ownershipPuilding industry will have the opportunity to
and maximising the opportunities for profit. It is Capitalise on this through policies and programs
essential that such proposals are understood iQf the existing governments.

this light. An example of this is the proposal put to the

A question that arises here is how to deal withProperty Council eight months ago by the

issues such as negative gearing and capital gaifdrews governmentin Victoria to pay for

Negative gearing was introduced by theaffordable housing through a levy on developers.
Hawke/Keating government in 1985. It wasl'his was initially rejected but a group is now
abolished by Keating in 1986, but reintroducedobbying for more lowcost homes with the

two years later. One of the esons for the Property Council suggesting they might agree to
reintroduction was the significant increase infoot some of the bill. This is no doubt influenced

rents in Sydney. This demonstrates the influenc@y the chaging nature of the economic situation

2F GKS Nz Ay3a Ofl aa | ywR a feSlinimg: dpgortynigyior( the, morgJNR ¥ A i &

be realised in one way, they will in another. profitable housing activity. As quoted The Age
_ _ o ~newspger (050ctH nTHHXZ dat NBLISNUe [/ 2
Engels points out that in the situation he ist o2 N7 FNBAK £ 2 21 Fd FFF2NRI O

dealing with, people such as Proudhon wanted | N3 2 | §SNBEOS &/ F GK 9 S yas
workers to own their own accommodation and, s & 2 NJ | y SESOdziA PSS RANBOG
proposes that the payment of rent by the worker, gy, gnen to having another conversation about

be converted to a redeeming payment resulting, ontribution scheméé

in the ownership of the redence or a

component of that residence by the worker. InAs reported byThe AgE 4G ¢ KS AYAGAL §
refuting Proudhon, Engels points out that such avould have forced developers to hand over 1.75
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per cent of the expected value of all newly builtin returning to the issue of an increase in

major developments, making about $800 millionmmigration, there will be a requirement to
annually to pay for an extra 1700 social andiddress the accommodation issue in the more
affordable homes. In exchange, the industry wasemote areas. In Australia a major generation of
offered reduced red tape to speed up planningvealth is through the extraction and export of
FLILINR @l fa FyR o022aid LiNdBafyipioduéedmining andgricultirek Thesd & & dzS
reduced red tape that is important for the industries are becoming less labour intensive
developers with their focus on maximisingthrough automation and in the case of mining,

profits. This opens the possibility of providingare largely restricted to specific locations where
substandard housing and doing so in areashe companies are obliged to provide the
unsuitable for development such as flood plainsiecessary accommodation for workers. As Engels

and areas impacted by climate change. Againitfmints2 dzi = aLG A& 20@A2dza GKI
the lower percentile earners, including theis tied down to a particular rural locality by the
working class, who will be expected to acquireonditions of his industry water, power, the

such accommodation. location of coal mines, ireore deposits and

_ _ » other mines, etc-- must build dwellings for his
As Engels points out at the time of writing, there

_ workers if noneare available €
were those proposing that the state should
introduce requirements to ensure high building Capitalism has no answers
standards are maintained. In many instances
such legislation and requirements were I'he above provides an overview of developments
introduced but had very little elevance in from WW?2 leading to the current housing and
LIN} OGAOSe ¢2 jdz2($S 9 yagogmmpgatiog crigis in Australig ippuapsito 8 Of ¢
that the state as it exists today is neither able nofhis crisis are being promoted on a regular basis
willing to do anything to remedy the housingand it is vital that they are analysed and A
calamity. The state is nothing but the organizedinderstoodintermsofk S NXzf A y3 Of I aasSa
collective power of the possessing classe® thaddress this issue in the context of ensuring
landowners and the capitalists, as against th@ngoing profits and exploitation of working
SELX 2A0SR Ot aasSaové people.

Housing emergency rally i A 19 March 2023 housing emergency rally
held in Adelaide by the Anti-Poverty Network
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These might include government policies tocapital. New financial instruments appeared in
support home ownership, and also thethe 70s and 80s, such as Collateralised Debt
preference for PPPs and social bond investmentbligations (CDOs) and in the US, -pulme
(as form of private philanthropy) alongsidemortgages. We know where that ended up!

private  developers rather than direct

government financing as per the SA HousmEnge'S was clear that private home ownership
Trust model. was not a socialist solution and should not be the

aim of sociaRSY2ONI GAO AGANBFT2N¥a¢
There is also the demand put forward by groupg) 4N NE y FTSRSENT § [F02N) 320
such as the AntPoverty Network SA at a pgjicies. It is a means of tying workers to lifetime
Parliament House rally on Friday Dec 16 forgortgage burdensunder which they fear that

Fy2y3ai 20 KSNJ “K7‘yaalr?dustrléé{cﬁ)%\Ma@hamﬁé{t%elraﬁlllyﬂfke*ép
SPgAOGAZ2Yyasdd {GFGS %Fg\la /m%ﬁ(saszSNJ ' FFIANR aAyAadas

Andrea Michaels responded by sagin & 2 S g |

to see more landlords in the system withoutA balance will have to be struck between

sacrificing the rights of tenants, with a strongerdemands that could be, and are, part of an
framework that ensures there are safeguards formmediate program such as our Fighting

both tenants and landlords, while makingt N2 3NJ YQa RSYlIYyR aCdzyR | F7F;
residential properties an attractive form of RSOSyYy (i K2dzaAy3 F2N ffésx
Ay @S a i Yrdughifab Eabof! 2 position, which is to abolish private ownerphi

and transform the whole of the productive social

%:Iasses, led by the proletariat, into collective

owners.

Maybe there should be some reference to the
increasing financialisation of the housing marke
which pretty much exclusively works for finance

Engels was clear that private home ownership was not a socialist
solution and should not be the aim of social -democratic
oreformsdé such as the current
housing policies. It is a means of tying workers to lifetime

mortgage burdens under which they fear that industrial action
may hamper their ability to keep up payments
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From Half the Sky to
Coloured Cardigans

by Louisa L.

celebrating May Day, the Capitol Theatre women for new China.
showcased Chinese feudalism and
slavery to around 25,000 SydneysiderShen
Yun posters plastered the suburbs. A young|n his day, Chinese National Peoples Congresses
Chinese woman swept through the air, skirt and Party congresses were awash with women,
swirling, ribboned sleeves flying. a2YS Ay ONREtALlYDQ YIEGAZ2Y L€

Above her the words. CHINA BEI:OREminority peoples. But not now. You can count
COMMUNISM | yR oAt f 62l NRaCENEEPES qelpgalpsion gng griwo hands

i
38 NE 27 Odsf G dzNE NEG 2 ﬂg}ﬁﬂgﬂsome thousands of men suits. Eaﬂ;his
year, all congress women wore coloured

L R2y Qi 1y26 GKS Aya lcadgangidzi d KSE RARYIQIGI RRIAE ©ILIS
I know this. Socialist China, even as it birthed its _ oL . _ ) . .
G62NJAy3I Ot+aa Odf ddNEW IS P§H2 Or b Blikr | 2@x yha U
positive traditions: martial arts Tai Chi andl'be_ratIon from patriarchy? Dutton musbe
Qigong;traditional Chinese medicinéts ancient envious!

poetry and painting; dance and music; legend§yo wonder women particularly reject socialism if
and novels of the rebellious Monkey King, orthg ¢ ¢ 2 2 14 tA1S /KAYI Q& a402Y)
Outlaws of the Marsh.

Back when we were preparing for and time united Chinese women were powerful. New

They, like Mao, knew women hold up half the sky.

Rejecting shiny commodities
The Red Detachment of Women ballet showed
rifles in the hands of working class and peasanivhile China today builds its imperialist spheres of
women. They leapt across the stage. No Barbigfluence ¢ LINBG Sy RAYy 3 A ddta adGAft
thin legs and arms. No fake smiles. For the fir4s SY STAGa FNRBY a20AtfAayvyQa f

The Red Detachment of Women i ballet for a New China
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