
 

   

Paper of the Campaign against Euro-federalism            ISSN 0967-3806         Number 145     March-April   2015      50p 

DemocratDemocrat   
 

TheThe  

Democracy must be defended ƋEditorial p3  

CAEF AGM resolutions pages 6 -7  Report p11  

M@SN * DTƍr Udqx Ghfg Qd`chmdrr Inhms S`rj Enqbd o7 

 

 

o ne of the most important subjects 

that candidates should take a 

stand on in the General Election 

is the Transatlantic Trade and Invest-

ment Partnership (TTIP). We think that 

it is important that electors in their con-

stituencies should examine the stand of 

the various candidates in order to decide 

how to cast their vote. This is an impor-

tant pointer in deciding whether the can-

didates genuinely take a stand against 

the fraudulent austerity agenda which 

seeks to offload all the ill effects of eco-

nomic and other crises onto working peo-

ple. 

   There are several political parties standing 

candidates in the General Election opposed 

to TTIP. They include the following: 

National Health Action (NHA) Party  

The NHA Party opposes TTIP from the 

point of view of restoring the NHS as a 

safe, comprehensive, publicly funded, pub-

licly delivered, and publicly accountable 

integrated healthcare system. It points out 

that TTIP threatens not only the NHS but 

the health and well-being of the public. Its 

manifesto states: ñTTIP will leave the UK 

prey to being sued in secret courts under the 

Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) 

clause and the supposed economic benefits 

of the treaty benefits are now being seri-

ously questioned. If the EU does sign this 

treaty with the United States, we believe the 

British Government must exercise its right 

to a full opt out.ò 

   The Party also is opposed in principle to 

monetary union, pointing out that the Euro-

zone has been transformed into a two-tier 

system in which richer nations have the 

power to impose ñausterityò policies on 

poorer ones. 

Socialist Labour Party  

The SLP points out that international mo-

nopolies put human well-being at risk. Its 

manifesto states: ñWe vigorously oppose 

any moves through secretive trading alli-

ance such as the Transatlantic Trade and 

Investment Partnership (TTIP) to give 

added power to Corporations to challenge 

governments and other democratic agencies 

to secretive courts from preventing them 

profiteering from their harmful products 

and activities.ò 

Green Party  

The Greens are opposing TTIP from the 

point of view of decisions being made by 

private corporations and not by democrati-

cally elected governments. Its manifesto 

states: ñTTIP is globalisation in its worst 

form, designed to submit democratically 

elected governments to the will of private 

corporations. Companies will be able to 

take legal action against governments that 

they think threaten their profits. National 

policies in EU countries for health, environ-

mental, consumer and social protection 

could be challenged by companies from 

anywhere in the world in private interna-

tional tribunals, run by corporate lawyers.ò 

   The manifesto points out that under TTIP, 

attempts to bring the NHS and the railways 

back into public ownership could be finan-

cially penalised or blocked; authorisations 

for GMOs could be accelerated; and the 

regulations of banks and the financial in-

dustry would be harder, if not impossible. 

Plaid Cymru  

Plaid Cymru oppose TTIP in the context of 

supporting locally produced food and 

report by Michael Chant  
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ensuring food quality standards are 

not breached. Their manifesto opposes ñthe 

lowering of quality thresholds as part of the 

EU-US TTIP trade negotiations.ò 

Trade Unionist and Socialist  

Coalition (TUSC)  

TUSC takes a stand for ñpublic ownership, 

not private profitò. Its manifesto states: ñNo 

to ... TTIP and all secret austerity treaties.ò 

Communist Party of Britain  

The CPB point out the extreme danger 

posed by TTIP, including the danger to 

healthcare, education and workplace rights. 

Left Unity  

Left Unity oppose TTIP, both in terms of 

opening up the NHS to the market, and in 

terms of opposing neo-liberal economic 

policies. Its manifesto states that it supports 

ñgovernments that stand up for ordinary 

people against the corporations, speculators 

and investment bankersò. 

Scottish National Party  

The SNP states: ñWe will also seek an ex-

plicit exemption for the NHS and Scottish 

Water, as part of a general public sector ex-

emption, from the terms of the proposed 

Trans-Atlantic Trade and Investment Part-

nership.ò 

  Of the other parties, the Conservative Party 

has taken every opportunity to try to justify 

TTIP. The Lib Dems have taken an enthusi-

astic position in TTIPôs support. 

   And although there are Labour politicians 

who oppose TTIP, the Labour Party mani-

festo states: ñWe support the principles be-

hind the negotiations on the Transatlantic 

Trade and Investment Partnership Treaty 

(TTIP). We will hold the European Com-

mission to account on issues of concern, 

including the impact on public services and 

the Investor to State Dispute Settlement 

Mechanism. And we will ensure the NHS is 

protected from the TTIP treaty.ò It should 

also be pointed out that there are several 

trade unions who oppose TTIP, and the 

TUC itself adopted a comprehensive resolu-

tion at the 2014 Congress opposing TTIP. In 

addition, local TUCs at their own confer-

ences opposed TTIP. 

   Electors, therefore, must make up their 

own minds about whether the Labour candi-

dates oppose austerity or not. 

  What is certain is that the campaign against 

TTIP will continue irrespective of which-

ever party or parties eventually form the 

government. 

 

   Perhaps as never before, the election 

campaign is showing that people are in 

struggle and participating in the cam-

paign on that basis, rather than sitting 

back and merely putting a cross or ab-

staining as the sum total of their political 

involvement. 

   Nevertheless, the electorate must be wary 

of the establishment, which is in favour of 

TTIP, staging an electoral coup against the 

will of the electorate. The struggle against 

TTIP and the whole austerity agenda must 

be seen through to the end. 
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EU leaders agreed on 19 March to construct an En-
ergy Union with what the Commission has spoken of 
`r ` Əcxm`lhb fnudqm`mbd oqnbdrr-Ɛ Oqna`akx qdekdbs,
ing German views, the president of the EU parlia-
ment, Martin Schulz, pronounced that the Energy 
Tmhnm rgntkc ad Ə` o`qs ne sgd Dtqnod`m rsqtbstqd+ ne
the communitarian method, rather than left solely in 
the hands of member-rs`sdrƐ+ sgd Bn`k `mc Rsddk
Community and the internal market. 

Sgd bg`hqodqrnm ne sgd Hqhrg O`qkh`ldmsƍr Inhms Bnl,
mittee on European Union Affairs, Dominic Hannigan, 
g`r v`qmdc sg`s ` Aqhshrg dwhs eqnl sgd DT Əvntkc ad
a profound and fundamental change in the Irish-
British relationship that would inevitably raise ques-
shnmr `ants Hqdk`mcƍr ok`bd hm sgd DT-Ɛ 

President of the EU Central Bank, Mario Draghi, has 
b`kkdc enq ` Əpt`mstl kd`oƐ hm sgd hmrshstshnm`k bnmudq,
gence of the euro zone. Euro-zone countries had not 
yet converged sufficiently to dispel doubts about the 
aknbƍr bngdrhnm+ gd r`hc+ vghkd rsqdrrhmf sg`s Əvd
have now integrated too much to even entertain re-
versing the process: our economies are far too inter-
svhmdc-Ɛ 

EU Matters  
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Editorial March-April 2015 

Democracy needs to be  

protected NOW  

O 
ne word that is misused, 
misunderstood and not 
fully appreciated is 

ƌcdlnbq`bxƍ- O`hc onkhshbh`mr `mc
many political activists mouth the 
word or disabuse the full meaning.  

Democracy is not just voting once in 
a few years in a General Election or 
local authority elections Ɗ that is for-
mal democracy which should be 
accompanied with discussion and 
debate. Many MPs consider that 
once elected to Parliament they can 
just follow their party whips or their 
own personal whims. Instead they 
should be responsible to the voters 
who elected them and include re-
porting back or consulting over key 
issues and policies as part of their 
accountability.  

Informal democracy is where people 
can lobby those in parliament and 
those with power to press for par-
ticular policies and laws. This in-
cludes demonstrations on the streets 
and using public meetings to broad-
cast a particular view and gather 
some momentum and support for 
particular campaigns. Nowadays, to 
change policies and EU legislation, 
demonstrations have to take place in 
Brussels because that is where deci-
sions are taken and legislation takes 
place. 

The practical form of democracy 
covers many aspects. Taxation can 
and should be used to: transfer fi-
nancial resources from rich areas 
and individuals to poorer areas and 
people; support families with chil-
dren; and older people in the later 
years of their lives with proper care. 
The NHS should be fully funded out 
of the national coffers and budgeted 
for in a rational manner by govern-
ments. That must include welfare 
provisions and social security. Edu-
cation must be properly financed 
out of taxes not only for the benefit 

of preparing pupils and students 
for useful employment but also for 
a full enjoyable life including the 
arts. 

Democracy did and should once 
again include services like the postal 
system where we all pay one rate to 
have a letter or package delivered 
anywhere in the country. The rail-
ways should be brought back under 
government control and run for the 
benefit of passengers, goods and the 
bntmsqxƍr dbnmnlx mns sgd tm`b,
countable privateers and banks who 
own the railway stock.  

All these forms of democracy have 
been under attack for the past few 
decades and have currently reached 
a critical stage within the EU, fol-
lowing the implementation of the 
Lisbon Treaty. This is where inter-
governmental arrangements have 
been dumped to be replaced by cen-
tralised government in Brussels. 

As we have stated many times in the 
Democrat, the EU is the antithesis of 
democracy. The EU has a virtually 
powerless parliament which cannot 
legislate but is dressed up to look 
like democracy. There  are unac-
countable EU Institutions including 
the: Commission which is the legis-
lative executive; European Court of 
Justice; and European Central Bank 
as well as a number of European 
Agencies like the European Rail Au-
thority in Lille, France.  

Now, we have the Transatlantic 
Trade and Investment Partnership 
(TTIP) and other treaties with un-
elected EU officials conducting top 
secret negotiations. The Investor 
State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) al-
ready in operation has secret un-
elected and unaccountable tribunals 
overriding national governments 
and parliaments. None of which, 
like the EU Constitution, was re-

quested in any way by electorates in 
any of the countries involved with 
rhlhk`q rn b`kkdc ƌsq`cd `fqddldmsrƍ- 

The biggest attack on democracy 
today comes from TTIP which will 
bring about the loss of powers by 
governments and parliaments of 
nation-states and in turn their right 
to self-determination, national inde-
pendence and democracy. Again, as 
we have stated many times, democ-
racy can only function within nation
-states and not between them. 

TTIP and those behind the EU have 
all but stated their aim is to unravel 
history and push us all back to-
wards unbridled capitalism to do 
whatever it wishes anywhere in the 
world with the free movement of 
everything. Having undone the Rus-
sian Revolution they may even want 
to push us back further to feudalism 
beyond the French Revolution 
which established the nation state 
and national democracy, the Ameri-
can war of Independence and the 
English Revolution which ended the 
divine right of kings to rule. In-
cluded would be everything in be-
tween Ɗ establishing trade unions, 
the Chartists and right to vote for 
men and women. 

The tall order upon us all is to de-
fend every aspect of democracy and 
in doing so open the way for a ra-
tional development of nation -states 
without interference from others. 
The signs are good that this struggle 
is taking place but it needs to be en-
couraged and amplified. The central 
plank of this struggle must be made 
clear where national democracy and 
the right to self determination are 
two sides of the same coin. 
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DT Bhshydmƍr Hmhsh`shud 
Vhsg ` Dtqnod`m Əo`qkh`ldmsƐ
that cannot initiate legislation 
and an executive that is un-
dkdbsdc+ sgd DTƍr `ssdlos
under the Lisbon Treaty to 
fds bknrdq sn hsr ƏbhshydmrƐ g`r
been a dismal failure. 
   This month the European 
Bhshydmrƍ Hmhsh`shud hr sgqdd
years old when 51 initiatives 
were launched. The Commis-
sion binned 20 of them as 
inadmissible, and 28 did not 
reach the required one million 
signatures within a year. 
Three did; but the Commis-
sion has turned none of these 
into EU law. On 3 March 
2015 the Commission offi-
cially received 1,173,130 vali-
dated signatures for the initia-
shud ƏRsno UhuhrdbshnmƐƋthe 
third proposal since April 
2012. 
  This is an astoundingly low 
rate of success: out of 51 
initiatives launched over 
three years only three have 
succeeded. These were 
ƏV`sdq Hr ` Gtl`m Qhfgs+Ɛ
ƏNmd ne TrƐ 'nm sgd oqnsdb,
tion of human embryos), and 
mnv ƏRsno Uhuhrdbshnm-Ɛ Hm
September 2014 the Com-
mission rejected an initiative 
against TTIP and CETA, on 
spurious grounds, even 
though more than 1½ million 
signatures were collected 
and all the other require-
ments of the process were 
satisfied. This rejection gave 
rise to an appeal to the EU 
Court of Justice. 
   Few people know of the 
dwhrsdmbd ne sgd Bhshydmrƍ Hmh,
tiative, a process that poses 
excessive legal, technical 
and other burdens for cam-
paigners. Once an initiative 
has successfully passed all 
hurdles the Commission is 
not even obliged to act! 
 In the next three months the 
Commission will have to in-
vite organisers of the latest 
initiatives to Brussels to ex-
plain their proposals in more 
depth The upshot may still be 
binning the initiatives. 
 

News  

Thousands of people are fleeing from 
Africa and the Middle East to get to 
ƌDtqnodƍ- Gtmcqdcr `qd knrhmf sgdhq
lives en route and in unsuitable sailing 
vessels. Attention by the media is on the 
loss of life and not the basic causes or 
long history of imperialism.  
   Borders of some of the countries in-
volved were defined in 1886 with the 
ƌRbq`lakd enq @qhb`ƍ+ sgd `esdql`sg ne
the First World War with the break -up 
of the Ottoman Empire and Second 
World War with the creation of Israel 
and independence from France of Syria. 
The fall of the British backed Shah of 
Hq`m `mc sgd Vdrsƍr a`bjhmf ghl enk,
lowed more recently by the invasion of 
Iraq and smashing up the infrastructure. 
This laid down the pattern for regime 
change by ridding or killing leaders of 
countries who would not bend their 
knee to imperialism.  
   The African Union of 54 nation -states 
has a population of over one billion. The 
EU has unequal trade agreement with 
former European colonies in Africa and 
g`r enqbdc l`mx ne sgdl sn `cnos ƌeqddƍ

markets, neo-liberal and austerity poli-
cies. 
   Significantly Colonel Gadaffi was 
head of the African Union up to 2010. 
He was cruelly assassinated in 2011 dur-
ing the NATO military intervention 
which destroyed the infrastructure of 
Libya and destabilised this rich country.  
   Sgd ƌ@q`a Roqhmfƍ rs`qsdc hm k`sd 1/0/
with dreadful and tragic results in Syria. 
Religious differences have always been 
stirred up by imperialists whereever 
sgdx hmsdqedqd- Sgd ƌ@q`a Roqhmfƍ v`r
encouraged by the West as an attempt 
to achieve regime change by indirect 
interference and encouragement. 

Boats across the Mediterranean  

Public-service trade unions in central Euro-

pean and Balkan countries have concluded 

that the proposed Transatlantic Trade and 

Investment Partnership (TTIP) and the 

Comprehensive Trade and Economic 

Agreement (CETA) between the EU and 

Canada are harmful for democracy and 

workers, their families and communities. 

They have been trying to convince their 

governments and political parties to be more 

open and transparent, to be clearer on ex-

cluding public services, and to be more 

forceful on improving workersô rights. Their 

governments ignore them and instead mount 

a charm offensive to convince people of the 

benefits of the agreements. But no factual 

text is offered to support the governmentsô 

claims. Therefore the unions say, No to 

CETA; stop the TTIP negotiations; and no 

to secrecy in trade negotiations. 

   The negotiations between the EU and 

Canada are completed and must now be 

decided on by governments and parlia-

ments; the negotiations between the EU and 

the United States are at an advanced stage, 

with the aim of being completed by the end 

of the year. Another free-trade agreement, 

the Trade in Services Agreement (TISA), is 

being negotiated by twenty-three countries 

around the globe, including the United 

States, Japan, Canada, Australia, Pakistan, 

and Mexico. There are also negotiations 

between the United States and eleven coun-

tries, mostly in Asia, for a proposed Trans-

Pacific Partnership (TPP). The aim is to 

create a maze of agreements around the 

world that interlink and reign in public au-

thorities. 

   Corporate interests are firmly behind this 

plan to remove politics from the economy 

and prevent progressive parties setting so-

cieties on a more socially just and democ-

ratic course. To demonstrate their concern, a 

number of the unions participated in the 

global day of action on 18 April. The meet-

ing took place in Bled, Slovenia, and dele-

gates attended from trade unions in Bosnia-

Herzegovina, Croatia, the Czech Republic, 

Hungary, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, 

Slovakia, and Slovenia. Several unions re-

ferred to the role played by the US Chamber 

of Commerce, a lobbying group that influ-

ences governments to adopt corporate-

friendly legislation. 

Opposition to TTIP amongst trade unions spreads  
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Vote to oppose 

TTIP, the cuts 

and austerity  

policies.  

They 

emanate  

from  

 Brussels  

EU 

Italy  
Sgd kd`cdq ne Hs`kxƍr `msh-
establishment Five-Star 
Movement has took his cam-
paign for a referendum on the 
euro to Brussels, holding out 
the prospect of co-operating 
with other anti-euro parties. 
   Beppe Grillo, the former 
comic who built the Five-Star 
Lnudldms hmsn Hs`kxƍr rdbnmc
-biggest political force, has 
frequently called for voters to 
be allowed to decide whether 
to stay in the euro zone. The 
constitutional hurdles would 
make a full referendum on 
Hs`kxƍr ldladqrgho ne sgd
single currency almost im-
possible to organise, but 
Grillo said he would press 
through a public petition for a 
bnmrtks`shud qdedqdmctl- ƏHe
we can take 3 or 4 million 
signatures into parliament, 
sgdm lhq`bkdr b`m g`oodm+Ɛ
he told reporters during a visit 
to the EU Parliament. 
   Even if it could not change 
the law immediately, a refer-
endum on the euro would 
have the potential to stir 
growing hostility to the single 
currency in Italy after six 
years of severe economic 
crisis. 
   The Five-Star Movement 
appears to have lost some of 
the momentum that gave it 
approximately a quarter of 
sgd unsd hm k`rs xd`qƍr o`qkh`,
mentary elections. Opinion 
polls suggest that it remains 
Hs`kxƍr rdbnmc-strongest 
force, behind the centre-left 
Democratic Party of the 
prime minister, Matteo Renzi. 

T 
he European Alliance of EU criti-
cal Movements and organisations 
(TEAM) is being rejuvenated. A 

new website will be on -line very soon 
with plenty of information from EU 
Member States and other European 
countries. There is a TEAM facebook 
which people may join. A new and 
young Executive has been elected and 
given the task of turning TEAM into an 
information and network centre.  
   TEAM was originally founded in 1992 
to show solidarity with the Danish Peo-
okdƍr Lnudldms `f`hmrs sgd DT- B@DE
was a founder organisation and has 
played a part in TEAM ever since. 

Norway  

Nei til EU in Norway is celebrating ten 
consecutive years with a 'No'-majority 
in opinion polls on EU membership.  

Denmark  

A majority in the Danish parliament 
wants Denmark to change the Danish 
opt-nts nm sgd DTƍr rtoq`m`shnm`k itr,
tice and home affairs policy to an opt -in 
model like Ireland and the UK.  
   Denmark will have a referendum on 
sgd DTƍr rtoq`m`shnm`k itrshbd `mc gnld
affairs policy no later than March 2016. 
   Sgd C`mhrg Odnokdƍr Lnudldms
against the EU has joined with others to 
prevent Denmark losing sovereignty 
over these key policy areas and that of a 
proposed EU banking union.  

Portugal  

The poster above Portugal reads: 
"Throw the Euro out! Down with the 
government of national treason! The 
Escudo (former Portuguese currency) 

shall come back! Long live the govern-
ment of democratic and patriotic unity!"  
   This poster is a statement about the all 
important national question and right to 
self determination of a nation -state and 
a key part of the Red Green alliance dur-
ing the election campaign due in Sep-
tember. 
   The alliance consists of the Green 
Party (PEV), which is much more to the 
left than the German Green Party, and 
the Communist Party of Portugal (PCP). 

Ireland  

Sgd rdbqds`qx ne sgd Odnokdƍr Lnudldms+
Frank Keoghan, addressed a packed 
meeting called by Kildare Right2Water 
and chaired by Councillor Joanne Pen-
der in Newbridge on the subject of 
ƏV`sdq `mc SSHO-Ɛ Svn Bntmbhkknqr `krn
attended, and there was a wide-ranging 
discussion on TTIP and the CETA. 

Germany  

At the end of March a demonstration of 
17,000 people took place outside the 
brand new European Central Bank 
building in Frankfurt.  
   Under the slogan Blockupy the demon-
strators were making the point that the 
ECB is undemocratic and accountable to 
nobody. This EU institution is supposed 
to control economic matters only to 
keep inflation down. In practice the 
Bank controls interest and exchange 
rates. With the IMF and Commission it 
dictates austerity measures. 

Iceland  

The Icelandic Government has with-
drawn its application to join the EU.  

Resistance to the euro  

and to the EU grows  


