For National

Democrat J==

and Jobs y

Paper of the Campaign against Euro-federalism ISSN 0967-3806 Number 145 March-April 2015  50p

The General Election and TTIP

ne of the most important subjectsp o we r t o i mpose fi i ci
that candidates should take apoorer ones.
stand on in the General Election .

is the Transatlantic Trade and Invest- Socialist Labour Party

ment Partnership (TTIP). We think that The SLP points out that international

it is important that electors in their con- nopolies put human welieing at risk. Itsf

stituencies should examine the stand oimani f est o st ates:

the various candidates in order to decideany moves through secretive trading al= 2
how to cast their vote. This is an impor- ance such as the Transatlantic Trade ar@bats across the Medlterranean p4
tant pointer in deciding whether the can- Investment Partnership (TTIP) to give
didates genuinely take a stand againstadded power to Corporations to challer
the fraudulent austerity agenda which governments and other democratic agen:
seeks to offload all the ill effects of ecoto secretive courts from preventing the
nomic and other crises onto working peo-profiteering from their harmful product
ple. and activities. o
report by Michael Chant Green Party B 7o
The Greens are opposing TTIP from t..c :
There are several political parties standipgint of view of decisions being made by What Next? IO12
candidates in the General Election oppogwilvate corporations and not by democras=sss
to TTIP. They include the following: cally elected governments. Its manifesp
. . states: ATTIP is g
National Health Action (NHA) Party form, designed to submit democratical
The NHA Party opposes TTIP from thelected governments to the will of privaf
point of view of restoring the NHS as eorporations. Companies will be able
safe, comprehensive, publicly funded, putake legal action against governments t
licly delivered, and publicly accountabléhey think threaten their profits. Nation
integrated healthcare system. It points qudlicies in EU countries for health, environ- Portugal p5
that TTIP threatens not only the NHS batental, consumer and social protection f&
the health and welbeing of the public. Itscould be challenged by companies from
mani festo states: Aanywher® in the Wdrld ih prisateeintetnder e
prey to being sued in secret courts underthé¢ onal tri bunal s, ru
InvestorState Dispute Settlement (ISDS)The manifesto points out that under TTIP,
clause and the supposed economic beneditempts to bring the NHS and the railways
of the treaty benefits are now being sehack into public ownership could be finan- .
ously questioned. If the EU does sign thimlly penalised or blocked; authorisations {ilSis 8
treaty with the United States, we believe the GMOs could be accelerated; and the§
British Government must exercise its rigiegulations of banks and the financial in-

to a full opt out . dustrywouldbe harder, if notimpossible. c
. . .. apitalist Cp
The Party also is opposed in principle to Plaid Cvmru oy g Pract:s,s
monetary union, pointing out that the Euro- y Mkt

zone has been transformed into a tieo Plaid Cymru oppose TTIP in the context o _
system in which richer nations have thseipporting locally produced food ane=p  Review p9
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=P ensuring food quality standards amho oppose TTIP, the Labour Party mani-
not breached. Thei rf emda i fsetsattoe sa p piovgee ss ufip
Iowermg of quality thresholds as part of tHend the negotiations on the Transatlantic
EU-US TTI P trade neg drade andi lovesemerd Partnership Treaty
. .- (TTIP). We will hold the European Com-
Trade Unlo_n_lst and Socialist mission to account on issues of concern,
Coalition (TUSC) including the impact on public services and

TUSC takes a st and thé dnwvestdr gou Btate Dispudew Betlemerit i
not private prof i t oMechantsrm. Amdave wilfeassire the NHE st ¢
to TTI P and al lprseticacttedaubtemi t Whet rTe

also be pointed out that there are several
trade unions who oppose TTIP, and the
The CPB point out the extreme dang&lC itself adopted a comprehensive resolu-
posed by TTIP, including the danger tmn at the 2014 Congress opposing TTIP. In
healthcare, education and workplace rightaddition, local TUCs at their own confer-
Left Unity ences opposed TTIP.

Electors, therefore, must make up their
Left Unity oppose TTIP, both in terms ofwn minds about whether the Labour candi-
opening up the NHS to the market, and dates oppose austerity or not.
terms of opposing neliberal economic What is certain is that the campaign against
policies. Its manifesto states that it suppo®$IP will continue irrespective of which-
Afgovernments that sveraparty or \partiesf eventually fodn thea r
people against the corporations, speculatgovernment.

Communist Party of Britain

and investment bankerso.
. . Perhaps as never before, the election
Scottish National Party campaign is showing that people are in
The SNP states: i Wetruggie lahd participating sine thek cara-n €

plicit exemption for the NHS and Scottispaign on that basis, rather than sitting
Water, as part of a general public sector é&dack and merely putting a cross or ab-
emption, from the terms of the proposetaining as the sum total of their political
TransAtlantic Trade and Investment Pariavolvement.
nership.od Nevertheless, the electorate must be wary
Of the other parties, the Conservative Padfythe establishment, which is in favour of
has taken every opportunity to try to justiff TIP, staging an electoral coup against the
TTIP. The Lib Dems have taken an enthuséll of the electorate. The struggle against
astic position i n TTITIPRddsthe swhote musterity. agenda must
And although there are Labour politiciartse seen through to the end.

EU Matters

EU leaders agreed on 19 March to construct an En-
ergy Union with what the Commission has spoken of

Essential reading

r ° 9cxm | hb fnudgm mbd |ognhb Ogna’ ak
ing German views, the president of the EU parlia-
ment, Martin Schulz, pronounced that the Energy
Tmhnm rgntkc ad ©° o0 gqs ne m r S
the communitarian method, rather than left solely in
the hands of memberr s~ sdr €+ sgd Bn dKk
Community and the internal market.
Sgd bg hgodgrnm ne sgd Hghrg l dmsqQr
mittee on European Union Affairs, Dominic Hannigan,
g ' r v gmdc sg s Agqhshr d dpahpslet prifitédlands g d D’

a profound and fundamental change in the Irish-

- . , e ; distributed by Democrat
British relationship that would inevitably raise ques-

shnmr ~ants Hgdk mcqQor ok |bd hmPge%sd DT- €
President of the EU Central Bank, Mario Draghi, has 1L GEEN PSS posige
b kkdc enqg Opt  mst | kd |o€ hm GRyd hmr shst

gence of the euro zone. Euro-zone countries had not
yet converged sufficiently to dispel doubts about the
aknbaor bngdr hnm+ gd r  hc
have now integrated too much to even entertain re-
versing the process: our economies are far too inter-
svhmdc- €
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Editorial March-April 2015
Democracy needs to be
protected NOW

ne word that is misused,
misunderstood and not
fully appreciated is

dcdl nbg bxgg- O hc
many political activists mouth the
word or disabuse the full meaning.

Democracy is not just voting once in
a few years in a General Election or
local authority elections Dthat is for-
mal democracy which should be
accompanied with discussion and
debate. Many MPs consider that
once elected to Parliament they can
just follow their party whips or their
own personal whims. Instead they
should be responsible to the voters
who elected them and include re-
porting back or consulting over key
issues and policies as part of their
accountability.

Informal democracy is where people
can lobby those in parliament and
those with power to press for par-
ticular policies and laws. This in-
cludes demonstrations on the streets
and using public meetings to broad-
cast a particular view and gather
some momentum and support for
particular campaigns. Nowadays, to
change policies and EU legislation,
demonstrations have to take place in
Brussels because that is where deci-
sions are taken and legislation takes
place.

The practical form of democracy
covers many aspects. Taxation can
and should be used to: transfer fi-
nancial resources from rich areas
and individuals to poorer areas and
people; support families with chil-
dren; and older people in the later
years of their lives with proper care.
The NHS should be fully funded out
of the national coffers and budgeted
for in a rational manner by govern-
ments. That must include welfare
provisions and social security. Edu-
cation must be properly financed
out of taxes not only for the benefit

of preparing pupils and students
for useful employment but also for
a full enjoyable life including the
aenkhshbh ™ mr ~ mgc

Democracy did and should once
again include services like the postal
system where we all pay one rate to
have a letter or package delivered
anywhere in the country. The rail-
ways should be brought back under
government control and run for the
benefit of passengers, goods and the
bnt msgxQr dbnmnl x
countable privateers and banks who
own the railway stock.

All these forms of democracy have
been under attack for the past few
decades and have currently reached
a critical stage within the EU, fol-
lowing the implementation of the
Lisbon Treaty. This is where inter-
governmental arrangements have
been dumped to be replaced by cen-
tralised government in Brussels.

As we have stated many times in the
Democratthe EU is the antithesis of
democracy. The EU has a virtually
powerless parliament which cannot
legislate but is dressed up to look
like democracy. There are unac-
countable EU Institutions including
the: Commission which is the legis-
lative executive; European Court of
Justice; and European Central Bank
as well as a number of European
Agencies like the European Rail Au-
thority in Lille, France.

Now, we have the Transatlantic
Trade and Investment Partnership
(TTIP) and other treaties with un-
elected EU officials conducting top
secret negotiations. The Investor
State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) al-
ready in operation has secret un-
elected and unaccountable tribunals
overriding national governments
and parliaments. None of which,
like the EU Constitution, was re-

guested in any way by electorates in
any of the countries involved with
rhl hk> g rn b kkdc

The biggest attack on democracy
today comes from TTIP which will
bring about the loss of powers by
governments and parliaments of
natiom -statess grai in tum théir,right
to self-determination, national inde-
pendence and democracy. Again, as
we have stated many times, democ-
racy can only function within nation
-states and not between them.

TTIP and those behind the EU have
all but stated their aim is to unravel
history and push us all back to-
wards unbridled capitalism to do
whatever it wishes anywhere in the
world with the free movement of
everything. Having undone the Rus-
sian Revolution they may even want
to push us back further to feudalism
beyond the French Revolution
which established the nation state
and national democracy, the Ameri-
can war of Independence and the
English Revolution which ended the
divine right of kings to rule. In-
cluded would be everything in be-
tween Destablishing trade unions,
the Chartists and right to vote for
men and women.

The tall order upon us all is to de-
fend every aspect of democracy and
in doing so open the way for a ra-
tional development of nation -states
without interference from others.
The signs are good that this struggle
is taking place but it needs to be en-
couraged and amplified. The central
plank of this struggle must be made
clear where national democracy and
the right to self determination are
two sides of the same coin.
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News
I

DT Bhshydmg
Vhsg °~ Dtgnod"®
that cannot initiate legislation
and an executive that is un-
dkdbsdc + sgd
under the Lisbon Treaty to
fds bknrdqg sn
been a dismal failure.

This month the European

September 2014 the Com-
mission rejected an initiative
against TTIP and CETA, on
spurious grounds, even
though more than 1% million
signatures were collected
and all the other require-
ments of the process were
satisfied. This rejection gave
rise to an appeal to the EU
Court of Justice.

Few people know of the
dwhr sdmbd ne
tiative, a process that poses
excessive legal, technical
and other burdens for cam-
paigners. Once an initiative
has successfully passed all
hurdles the Commission is
not even obliged to act!

In the next three months the
Commission will have to in-
vite organisers of the latest
initiatives to Brussels to ex-
plain their proposals in more
depth The upshot may still be
binning the initiatives.

Q

Boats across the Mediterranean
;J'houi_alrw]s of . p ople

agf L! Eejng from markets, nec-liberal and austerity poli-
Afri |dd(!e asl (0 get to cies.
rH 0q nqo j]g - t mc q d cr Sigmfidanthk iColdnehf Gadaffg dvhsq
lives en route and in unsuitable sailing head of the African Union up to 2010.
pessgls. Attendos y|the gnedia is on the He was cruelly assassinated in 2011 dur-
loss of life and not the basic causes oring the NATO military intervention
toag historp &f nperialisnr. € g~ r which destroyed the infrastructure of
Borders of some of the countries in- Libya and destabilised this rich country.

volved were defined in 1886 withthe Sgd d@q a RoghmfqQ rs
562; hyamre HMhSAREEUR ak'd  eh%T @ g h b with dreadfugahd tragie sestitislin'Syrig.  n e
e eulnaeEs). e Calriis the First World War WI"[h the break -up Rgllglous dlffere_nces .ha'tve always been
sion binned 20 of them as ©f the Ottoman Empire and Second stirred up by imperialists whereever
inadmissible, and 28 did not World War with the creation of Israel sgdx hmsdqgedqd - Sgd
reach the required one million and independence from France of Syria. encouraged by the West as an attempt
signatures within a year. The fall of the British backed Shah of to achieve regime change by indirect
Three did; but the Commis- Hg* m " mc sgd Vdr s Qinterfenehde and emtouragemient. e n k ,
sion has turned none of these |5 \yaq more recently by the invasion of
g‘éis E#]elagbm(mssﬁonmgfcfg Iraq and smashing up the infrastructure.
cially received 1,173,130 vali- This laid doyvn.the pat'te'\rn for regime
dated signatures for the initia-  change by ridding or killing leaders of
shud ©Rsno adtheh ¢auntiees svhon woglld not bend their
third proposal since April knee to imperialism.
2012. The African Union of 54 nation -states &
This is an astoundingly low has a population of over one billion. The e .
rate of success: out of 51 g\ has unequal trade agreement with %;
IIEIES . (EUE s - @I former European colonies in Africa and [ —
three years only three have N .
succeeded. These were 9 [ €ngbdc [~ mx ne aeqddo
9V sdq Hr Gt | m Qhfgs+¢€
fon of human embryosy. and " OPPOSHtioft 16 THP amongst trade unions spreads
mn v O9Rsno

Uh U pipldénficB adé unioH<Nn central Eurthe Trade in Services Agreement (TISA), is

pean and Balkan countries have concludeging negotiated by twenthree countries
that the proposed Transatlantic Trade ameund the globe, including the United
Investment Partnership (TTIP) and ti&tates, Japan, Canada, Australia, Pakistan,
Comprehensive Trade and Economémd Mexico. There are also negotiations
Agreement (CETA) between the EU arukbtween the United States and eleven coun-
Canada are harmful for democracy atries, mostly in Asia, for a proposed Trans
workers, their families and communitie®acific Partnership (TPP). The aim is to
They have been trying to convince theireate a maze of agreements around the
governments and political parties to be maserld that interlink and reign in public au-
open and transparent, to be clearer on therities.
cluding public services, and to be moreCorporate interests are firmly behind this
g dreresfhuyld marp iHmM L o v iplag to iemové politisséfrom theg dcansmy
governments ignore them and instead moant prevent progressive parties setting so-
a charm offensive to convince people of teties on a more socially just and democ-
benefits of the agreements. But no factuatic course. To demonstrate their concern, a
t ext is offered t o numbep pfdahetunionsh mrticppated aenr theme
claims. Therefore the unions say, No tgobal day of action on 18 April. The meet-
CETA; stop the TTIP negotiations; and ring took place in Bled, Slovenia, and dele-
to secrecy in trade negotiations. gates attended from trade unions in Bosnia
The negotiations between the EU atterzegovina, Croatia, the Czech Republic,
Canada are completed and must now HBengary, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia,
decided on by governments and parli&lovakia, and Slovenia. Several unions re-
ments; the negotiations between the EU dedred to the role played by the US Chamber
the United States are at an advanced stajeCommerce, a lobbying group that influ-
with the aim of being completed by the emhces governments to adopt corporate
of the year. Another fregade agreementfriendly legislation.
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Resistance to the euro
and to the EU grows

The European Alliance of EU criti-
cal Movements and organisations
(TEAM) is being rejuvenated. A
new website will be on-line very soon
with plenty of information from EU
Member States and other European
countries. There is a TEAM facebook
which people may join. A new and
young Executive has been elected and
given the task of turning TEAM into an
information and network centre.

TEAM was originally founded in 1992
to show solidarity with the Danish Peo-
okdaor Lnud!l dms °~ f°
was a founder organisation and has
played a part in TEAM ever since.

Norway

Nei til EU in Norway is celebrating ten
consecutive years with a 'No'-majority
in opinion polls on EU membership.

Denmark

A majority in the Danish parliament
wants Denmark to change the Danish
optnt s nm sgd DTQr
tice and home affairs policy to an opt-in
model like Ireland and the UK.

Denmark will have a referendum on
sgd DTer rtogq m
affairs policy no later than March 2016.

Sgd C mhrg Odnok
against the EU has joined with others to
prevent Denmark losing sovereignty
over these key policy areas and that of a
proposed EU banking union.

Portugal

The poster above Portugal reads:
"Throw the Euro out! Down with the
government of national treason! The
Escudo (former Portuguese currency)

shall come back! Long live the govern-
hment &f demaogretic abdpatrioti @HE

This poster is a statement about the all
important national question and right to
self determination of a nation -state and
a key part of the Red Green alliance dur-
ing the election campaign due in Sep-
tember.

The alliance consists of the Green
Party (PEV), which is much more to the
left than the German Green Party, and
the Communist Party of Portugal (PCP).

Ireland

Sgd rdbgds gx ne sg
Frank Keoghan, addressed a packed
meeting called by Kildare Right2Water
and chaired by Councillor Joanne Pen-
der in Newbridge on the subject of
9V sdg " mc SSHO- €
attended, and there was a wide-ranging
discussion on TTIP and the CETA.

q

~

Germany

Attthe gnd of Marthra memionstriation of
17,000 people took place outside the
brand new European Central Bank
building in Frankfurt.

s h n nunder the slaganiBlooktupy the demgna

strators were making the point that the

BQB'is undemourati¢ athdascountable to
nobody. This EU institution is supposed

to control economic matters only to
keep inflation down. In practice the

Bank controls interest and exchange
rates. With the IMF and Commission it

dictates austerity measures.

Iceland

The Icelandic Government has with-
drawn its application to join the EU.

*

Italy
Sgd kd cdgqg (I
establishment Five-Star
Movement has took his cam-
paign for a referendum on the
euro to Brussels, holding out
the prospect of co-operating
with other anti-euro parties.

Beppe Grillo, the former
comic who built the Five-Star
Lnudl dms hmsn
-biggest political force, has
frequently called for voters to
be allowed to decide whether
to stay in the euro zone. The
constitutional hurdles would
make a full referendum on
Hs  kxaor Il dI ad
single currency almost im-
possible to organise, but
Grillo said he would press
through a public petition for a
bnmrtks shud
we can take 3 or 4 million
signatures into parliament,
sgdm | hg bkdr
he told reporters during a visit
to the EU Parliament.

Even if it could not change
the law immediately, a refer-
endum on the euro would
have ollen ppignga) fto stin
growing hostility to the single
currency in ltaly after six
years of severe economic
crisis.

The Five-Star Movement
b aprearsBian Haven o dorkenof]
the momentum that gave it
approximately a quarter of
sgd unsd hm Kk
mentary elections. Opinion
polls suggest that it remains
Hs ~ k x Qr -stromgbsm
force, behind the centre-left
Democratic Party of the
prime minister, Matteo Renzi.

d

Vote to oppose
TTIP, the cuts
and austerity

policies.
They

emanate
from

Brussels

arg

gde

udo|I
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