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T 
he Greek coalition Syriza-Anel 

government's new agreement with 

the EU is basically an extension of 

the memorandum signed by the previous 

Pasok/New Democracy government with 

the troika of lenders (EU-ECB-IMF). 

   This includes all the commitments to 

mass privatisation and the marketisation 

of all public services, ie massive struc-

tural adjustment in favour of the corporate 

sector. 

   The Syriza-led regime had gone to the 

EU, ie Germany, to ask for less austerity 

and Berlin said a categorical No! 

   German Finance Minister Wolfgang 

Schaeuble stuck to his hard line on 

Greece, saying the onus was on Athens to 

fulfil the conditions of its bailout pro-

gramme before further aid would be paid 

out. 

   "Before money can flow, Athens has to 

show that it is meeting the agreed condi-

tions," Schaeuble said. 

   Athens struck a deal with the Eurozone 

in February to extend its bailout by four 

months, but it is running out of options. 

   The much-maligned Greek Communist 

Party (KKE) tabled a draft law to cancel 

the anti-worker agreements with lenders 

(the memoranda) and all laws and loans 

agreements agreed by the previous gov-

ernments. 

   Syriza had previously supported similar 

motions but now in government Syriza, 

which includes many former Pasok MPs 

that backed austerity, is refusing to back 

the KKE. 

   Ultimately Athens, locked into the euro, 

the key prop of ailing capitalism in 

Europe, sent their negotiating team off to 

get a little less austerity. 

   But the rules of the Euro does not per-

mit such flexibility. In fact if you ask for a 

relaxation of the rules or oppose their cen-

tral plans you are likely, as is the case for 

Greece now, to get a double dose of con-

trol by overseas banks and Germany 

which runs the euro. 

   Austerity is integral to the objectives of 

the EU, the euro and, of course, the fi-

nance capitalist class which rules the po-

litical roost. 

   Syriza MP Costas Lapavitsas has bro-

ken ranks with his party and is calling for 

Greece to bring back the Drachma, its 

former national currency. 

   Grexit would allow the elected govern-

ment to re-gain control of its economy 

and reboot its economy in the interests of 

the population, a long-standing policy of 

the KKE. 

   Global privateer Goldman Sachs reacted 

immediately against any chance of Grexit. 

"Transitioning from the euro to a new 

national currency is no straightforward 

task either for Greece or for Europe. 

   "Greece can't just introduce a national 

currency," Goldman said in a statement, 

once more revealing the fundamentally 

undemocratic nature of the EU. 

   However Iceland has shown that there is 

life outside the EU and the Eurozone neo-

liberal straitjacket. 

   Iceland was hit hardest by the credit 

crunch in 2008. Now Iceland is being held 

up as the model for an alternative way to 

deal with the debt that plagues so many 

economies. 

   That is because when Iceland's banks 

went spectacularly bust, instead of pour-

ing in billions of taxpayers' money to 

shore them up, Iceland just closed them 

down. 

   Foreign debts were written off - includ-

ing £4.9bn of deposits from savers in the 

UK and Holland. 

   The economy is now growing faster 

report by Brian Denny  
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The First World War and the EU  
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Unity was the hallmark amongst those 
who attended this conference. There 
were members from different political 
o`qshdr+ sq`cd tmhnmr+ odmrhnmdqrƍ nq,
ganisations and those of no persuasion. 
This reflected the unity that CAEF has 
established and encouraged since its 
foundation over two decades ago. 
   Several major subjects were discussed 
in the informal and friendly atmosphere 
vhsgnts `mx lnshnmr nq ƌkhmdrƍ hlonrdc
from above. 
   The morning started with coffees and 
teas followed by a general discussion 
about the current political situation.  
   The major topics discussed were as 
follows.  
 
Sgd `ksdqm`shud sn Aqhs`hmƍr ldladqrgho ne
the EU and to austerity policies.  
 
   There are many reasons why Britain 
should not be bolted to the EU and all 
its regulations and common policies and 
to have instead a different approach. 
The economy must be based on manu-
facturing and associated industries with 
trade across the world. In place of aus-
terity and an economy based on the fi-
nancial sector. There must be a reduc-

tion in working hours, an increase in 
wages and pensions and earlier retire-
ment age. The latter would benefit 
young people entering employment 
with prospects for their future lives.  
 
For or against a Referendum on EU Mem-
bership. 
 
    It was clear this topic must be part of 
the General Election campaign to raise 
the question of opposition to EU mem-
bership and persuade parliamentary 
candidates to declare their position and 
influence party leaderships to support a 
qdedqdmctl `mc rtardptdms`kkx ` ƌMn ƍ
vote. The meeting agreed it was most 
important to change labour movement 
and Labour Party policy. There is no 
realistic option to holding a referendum 
but the electorate should not be diverted 
nq a`lannykdc ax B`ldqnmƍr e`krd
claim to be able to change EU treaties 
and policies. 
   It was clear that CAEF had a role in 
this work and that a leaflet and litera-
ture were required to influence voters 
especially in the labour and trade union 
movement. The distraction of UKIP for 

Continued on page 14 
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than most European countries 

with a lower public sector deficit 

and unemployment is falling. 

But Iceland's approach is about 

much more than just getting its 

banking sector in order says 

president Olafur Ragnar 

Grimsson. 

"It is also about affirming the 

will of the people over the finan-

cial institutions. 

"In Europe there is a conflict 

between the democratic will of 

the people and the interests of 

the financial markets," he said. 
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Editorial January-February 2015 

    Sorting out the  

    General Election  

J 
ust a few weeks to the General 
Election and a hundred or so 
enqdb`rsdqr r`x sgdx b`mƍs oqd,

dict the outcome. Voters are ques-
tioning each other as to which way 
to vote and what for. However, one 
thing is clear: you vote for what you 
want, otherwise you will get what 
xnt cnmƍs v`ms- 

Several factors are in the melting pot 
of the campaign to win votes. Above 
all else is the question of EU mem-
bership which has been deliberately 
muddied by the Prime Minister in 
stating he can change the EU 
sgqntfg qdenqlr- Sghr b`mƍs ad cnmd
without changes to the latest EU 
(Lisbon) Treaty and have these rati-
fied by the 28 Member States. Other 
Member States have clearly stated 
they will not go along with any 
Treaty alterations even though the 
Prime Minister and Chancellor state 
after a much publicised tour of EU 
capitals that they have managed to 
persuade some to support their pro-
posals. 

Currently in Britain, the top item on 
sgd DT `fdmc` hr ƌhllhfq`shnmƍ- @r
vdƍud dwok`hmdc adenqd vg`s hr `bst,
ally happening within the EU is the 
free movement of labour which is a 
fundamental principle of the Single 
European Market. One claim is that 
we need skilled and other labour to 
fill the jobs British people are unable 
nq cnmƍs v`ms sn cn- Sghr dms`hkr
skilled people leaving their own 
country with vacancies and displac-
ing people in Britain. The real aim is 
to employ at lower wages in the 
ƌq`bd sn sgd anssnlƍ- 

The government has promised to 
bts ƌhllhfq`shnmƍ cnvm `mc dl,
barked on an inhuman practice of 
deporting people back to countries 

outside the EU. This practice 
includes deporting asylum 
seekers and students whose 
visa have run out. This is all made to 
look like reducing immigration but 
does not address the free movement 
of labour within the EU.  

To date TTIP is hardly mentioned in 
the general election campaign. If 
TTIP and other treaties and so called 
trade agreements are put in place 
they will make the implications of 
EU membership look like a Sunday 
School Outing. TTIP must be made a 
factor in the general election and all 
candidates and their canvassers 
questioned. On this point UKIP has 
not made up its ever changing 
mind. Labour wants the NHS ex-
cluded from TTIP and supports 
TTIP otherwise. The problem with 
this is that the NHS will be ravaged 
by the avaricious privateers on the 
basis of their being prevented from 
making a profit. They will resort to 
the Investor State Dispute Settle-
ment overseen by unelected judges 
and lawyers. Exposing what TTIP is 
about will reveal the true nature of 
the EU especially the aim to bolt the 
EU with US markets. 

Austerity policies continue and are 
supported by all major political par-
ties. There is no reason for the aus-
terity except to shift wealth to the 
top rich and wealthy from the less 
well off and poor. This is widely 
recognised and is a question of class 
and not just misrepresented eco-
nomics. Thrown into this part of the 
election debate is the most impor-
tant question of all the difference 
between government deficit and 
debt. After all, Britain remains one 
of the richest countries in the world 
with vested interests elsewhere. 
What is required is for the govern-

ment to be able to control the move-
ment of capital which of course is 
o`qs ne sgd DTƍr rhmfkd l`qjds `mc
yet another reason for leaving the 
EU in a rational manner. 

There are many other factors which 
need a higher profile and include: 
high unemployment amongst young 
people; further military adventures 
in the Middle East and Eastern 
Europe; the housing crisis and much 
more. Many of these issues can be 
linked back to EU membership and 
the loss of sovereignty and many 
aspects of democracy. 

 What is clear is that as much agita-
tion and persuasion must be carried 
out at the grass roots of the labour 
and trade union movement. The ob-
jective is to change policies at the 
top of the movement so that policies 
are unequivocally for the benefit of 
the peoples of Britain, and, not for 
the transnational corporations, 
banks and privateers. This must in-
clude trade across the world and not 
restricted to the EU. Whatever the 
outcome of the election such agita-
tion must be carried on afterwards 
with a referendum on EU member-
ship and stopping TTIP in mind as 
well.  

CAEF ammunition  

for the election  

Leaflets on TTIP, immigration and 

free movement of labour, and EU 

membership.  

These are supplied on request 

and also available on the CAEF 

website for downloading and 

printing. Donations are very wel-

come.  
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W 
ill the truce hold? For peo-
ple living in Eastern 
Ukraine, this was one of 

the most important questions as the 
Ukrainian armed forces finally at the 
end of February had started with-
drawing their heavy weapons from 
the front line near Donetsk and Lu-
hansk. Fighting had continued for 
several days in the small town of 
Debaltsevo after the truce had been 
officially announced on 15 February. 
Debaltsevo hosts a railway junction 
which is of crucial importance for 
the Donetsk and Luhansk regions to 
be interconnected and to survive 
while the Kiev government was be-
ing hostile to them. It came as no 
surprise that the Ukrainian troops 
destroyed as much as possible of the 
railway infrastructure immediately 
before retreating from the city on 18 
February. 

The truce which was brokered in 
the Belarussian capital Minsk on 12 
February is the result of heavy Ger-
man pressure on the Kiev govern-
ment. In the Ukrainian capital, the 
"war faction", which aims at winning 
the civil war against fierce resistance 
in Eastern Ukraine by literally all 
means, has increasingly been gain-
ing influence in the last year as ultra-
nationalism has been growing 
stronger and stronger especially in 
the Ukrainian middle classes. The 
US government supports this faction 
because of its extreme anti-Russian 
stance - just as Washington pro-
moted exiled Ukrainian fascists dur-
ing the Cold War because they were 
the most resolute enemies of the So-
viet Union. Obviously, Washington 
aims at toppling the Putin govern-
ment and replacing it with a pro -
Western regime. 

Although Germany was amongst 
the leading powers to support the 
Maidan protests and the illegal over-
throw of the Yanukovych govern-

ment, Berlin is less un-
equivocal in its stance 
towards the "war fac-
tion" in Kiev today. Af-
ter having expanded its 
influence in Eastern 
Europe further and fur-
ther with the EU 
enlargement and the 
Eastern Partnership, the 
German government 
had two ambitious goals: to bring a 
pro-Western government to power 
in Kiev and, at the same time, to 
continue cooperating with Moscow 
at least to a certain degree. The latter 
was important, amongst other 
things, for German energy compa-
nies which were just in the process 
of getting immediate access to the 
huge Russian gas reserves, an asset 
of strategic importance for them.  

This is why Berlin has been trying 
to avoid further escalation of the 
conflict between the West and Rus-
sia since the overthrow of the 
Yanukovych government and why it 
has been more cautious in imposing 
sanctions against Russia. This is also 
why it brokered the Minsk Protocol 
of 5 September 2014 and the truce of 
15 February - and why it has been 
exerting pressure on the Kiev gov-
ernment to keep the truce. 

At the same time, the German gov-
ernment leaves no doubt about its 
long term goals. As chancellor An-
gela Merkel said at the Munich Secu-
rity Conference on 7 February, the 
fact that the civil war in Eastern 
Ukraine "cannot be won militarily" 
makes clear that "a new way must be 
found" and "we must be long -
winded". Through the power strug-
gle with the socialist countries, the 
West should have "learned that it 
can take a long time" to win. "No 
one knew when the cold war would 
be over", Merkel said, but in the end, 
the West was victorious. The same 

would be the case in today's conflict 
with Moscow: "I am a hundred per-
cent convinced that with our princi-
ples, we will win."  

To achieve this, Wolfgang 
Ischinger, chairman of the Munich 
Security Conference and one of the 
most influential German foreign pol-
icy experts, recently proposed a 
"double strategy". On the one hand, 
the West should deal with Moscow 
"from a position of strength". On the 
other hand, the EU should cooperate 
with Russia and its new Eurasian 
Economic Union economically. Ex-
perts have called this a "return" of 
the power struggle from a military 
to an economic level - war by other 
means. The "double strategy" resem-
bles strongly the policy of the West 
during the Cold War.  

 

The "double strategy" seems to 
work. The German government has 
brokered the truce for the civil war 
in Eastern Ukraine which the West 
cannot win at the moment, and it 
takes an end of the sanctions against 
Russia into account. At the same 
time, the US and the UK govern-
ments have started training and 
arming the Ukrainian troops which 
brings Kiev into a position to restart 
the war whenever the government 
and its Western supporters want. 
Strong pressure on Russia remains - 
and at the same time on the people 
of Eastern Ukraine who will con-
tinue to be threatened with attack.  

The UkraineƋMinsk agreement shows up 

splits between Germany, the EU and US  

Horst Teubert 
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EU common energy policy  
A European Union Package is to include the energy market to develop 
current energy polices and obviate the dependence on supplies from Rus-
sia. This has proved very to difficult achieve as each Member State has a 
different national energy policy or lacks a rational policy due to privatisa-
tion as in Britain.  
   The EU imports 50% of its oil and gas. This will rise to 70% by 2030. Rus-
sia already provides Europe with 33% of its oil and 40% of its natural gas. 
In 2009 an EU-US Energy Council was established, aiming to strengthen 
cooperation on energy security and supply between EU and USA. No 
doubt this Council will be part of TTIP and ISDS.  
   However, gas pipelines from Russia have been aborted. The Nabucco 
pipeline from the Caspian Sea to the EU bypassed Russia and was can-
celled in 2013. The replacement TANP (Trans Anatolian Pipeline) is not 
due to be completed until 2018. A pipeline from the largest Azerbaijan gas 
field TAP (Trans Adriatic Pipeline) is to run through Greece, Albania and 
under the Adriatic Sea to Southern Italy. This line is expected to carry gas 
in 2017-18 from several sources and will be connected to the TANP line. 
This is all a large factor in the Ukraine crisis as gas pipelines cross this ter-
ritory.  
 

Banking Union  
In 2012 the Commission proposed a common banking union where the 
European Central Bank has powers over not only Eurozone members but 
other EU Member States outside the zone as well. An objective is to take 
over national budgets on top of controlling interest and exchange rates 
adding to the loss of two key economic control factors. The banking union 
would entail further loss of sovereign powers of national governments 
including those outside the eurozone if they decide to join the union.  
 

Justice Union, Home Affairs, Europol and EAW  
This area used to subject to intergovernmental cooperation with Member 
States retaining the power of the veto. However, since the recent imple-
mentation of the Lisbon Treaty decisions over this area have become su-
pranational and hands these powers to the Commission. 
   Examples of what will change include the EU police unit Europol be-
coming supranational along with the European Arrest Warrant. In other 
words Europol can act like the FBI in the US and arrest a person in say 
Britain and incarcerate them in a Greek or German jail waiting to be 
charged and then have to prove their innocent. 
   K`vr `ants rtqudhkk`mbd+ ƌsdqqnqhrlƍ `mc bhuhk k`vr bntkc adbnld rtoq`,
national. At the moment Britain need not agree to specific cases or points 
of law but once given up they will not be able to be taken back unless we 
leave the EU. 
 

Toll Roads  
The Commission has stated that Britain does not have enough toll roads. 
This is a way of saying there is not enough competition and is a further to 
hmsqnctbd sgd rhmfkd l`qjds qtkdr ne ƍeqdd lnudldms ne b`ohs`k+ rdquhbdr+
fnncr `mc k`antqƍ- Hm nsgdq vnqcr hs hr `mnsgdq dw`lokd ne xds lnqd oqhu`,
tisation and expense for those who travel by road in cars, lorries, coaches 
and buses. Automation associated with number plates will no doubt be 
used for collecting tolls and without the need to erect toll booths.  

What else is the EU up to?  By John Boyd 



 

   

Belgium  

The ACV-CSC (Belgium 
Christian Trade Union Con-
federation) with 1.7 Million 
Members has joined the self-
organized European citizen 
hmhsh`shud nm SSHO- Sghr STBƍr
position has called for an 
immediate suspension of the 
negotiations of TTIP and 
TiSA (Trade in Services 
Agreement) and an a imme-
diate stop to the implementa-
tion of CETA. 

- - - - - - - - 

Soundbite  
ƏH `rj ldladqr ne lx nvm
party, why [it] is not OK to 
hand the reins of our ancient 
democracy to an unelected 
DT atqd`tbq`bx ats hsƍr `arn,
ktsdkx ehmd: hsƍr fqd`s+ sn `kknv
those same unelected Euro-
crats to delegate our same 
democracy to unelected mul-
shm`shnm`k bnqonq`shnmr>Ɛ 
Zac Goldsmith, the Tory MP 

for Richmond Park. 
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More than 97 per cent of submissions 
last year in an online consultation on 
TTIP conducted by the EU Commission 
were opposed to the inclusion of ISDS 
(Investor-State Dispute Settlement). The 
Commissioner for trade, Cecilia Malm-
ström, said the volume of negative sub-
lhrrhnmr g`c rdms ` Əudqx bkd`q rhfm`kƐ
of public scepticism about the talks, 
adding that ISDS provisions were 
Əbkd`qkx rnldsghmf
that a large number 
of European citizens 
`qd dmf`fdc vhsg-Ɛ
ISDS could be used 
by companies to take 
legal action against 
governments if new 
regulation threatened 
their investments 
and profits. Since 
1994 European gov-
ernments have been forced to pay at 
kd`rs ƛ2Å ahkkhnm hm bnlodmr`shnm sn
firms, though a lack of publicly avail-
able information makes it likely that the 
real figure is far higher.  
   According to EU Observer, more than 
130,000 signatures were collected by 
Friends of the Earth Europe, AK Eu-
ropa, Sum of Us, 38 Degrees and the 
Munich Umwelt Institute. Three thou-
sand individual citizens and more than 
450 business groups, trade unions, con-
sumer organisations, lawyers and aca-
demics also contributed submissions. 
Thirty five per cent of the submissions 
came from Britain, with Austrians con-

tributing the second largest number. 
CAEF also made a submission. 
   The main concerns raised in the sub-
missions were about protecting govern-
ldmsrƍ qhfgs sn qdftk`sd: gnv HRCR sqh,
bunals can operate in practice; the rela-
tionship between national judicial sys-
tems and ISDS tribunals; and the possi-
ble use of an appeal mechanism to re-
visit an ISDS decision. The Commission 

will not take a deci-
sion on whether to 
include ISDS until 
Əsgd ehm`k og`rd ne sgd
mdfnsh`shnmrƐ+ `mc hs
has not given up on 
including the mecha-
nism in an agreement. 
ƏHs hr snn d`qkx sn r`x
what investor protec-
tion will look like in 
SSHOƐ+ r`hc L`kl,

rsqďl- Sgd Bnllhrrhnm g`c Əmn rodbhehb
cd`ckhmdƐ enq cdbhchmf hsr mdws lnud+
ats Əax sgd roqhmf vd mddc sn bnld to
vhsg ` oqnonr`k nm sghr-Ɛ 
   Despite mounting opposition the 
Commission still seems determined to 
include it in some form. The French and 
German governments have since stated 
that investor protection can be guaran-
teed by their national courts, while sev-
eral of the largest political groups in the 
EU Parliament have vowed to oppose 
any trade agreement that includes ISDS; 
and Euractiv reports that the EU Parlia-
ldmsƍr Sq`cd Bnllhssdd hr noonrdc sn
including the ISDS clause in TTIP. 

TTIP news 

Nearly 100% of submissions on TTIP to the 

EU Commission oppose ISDS  

Just before Christmas, farmers and 
trade unionists protested in Brussels 
against TTIP, which they fear would 
leave them out in the cold at the ex-
pense of big transnational corporations. 
Farmers built fires and set off firecrack-
ers close to EU headquarters, where 
only a few hours earlier an EU summit 
meeting had ended. A coalition of trade 
unionists, environmentalists and farm-
ers fear that TTIP would weaken envi-
ronmental protection standards and 

further decrease subsidies to an agricul-
tural industry already squeezed by 
ƌ`trsdqhsxƍ- 

Protests and unity against TTIP are growing  

Part of protest outside EU HQ 

Pamphlet printed and distrib-
uted by Democrat Press 
£1 each plus 50 postage 

OR 
Five copies £3.75 post free 

 

Send cheques payable to  
 

Democrat Press 
PO BOX 46295 

London W5 2UG 

Apologies  

We are very sorry for the 

lateness of this issue of 

the Democrat. This is 

largely due to publishing 

the First World War pam-

phlet and printing a 1000  

Stop TTIP pamphlets.  



 

   A Democrat insert 
We are being bombarded 
with books, papers, radio 
and TV programmes, and 
events to mark the First 
World War. The bulk of this 
material concentrates on 
the war and carnage in the 
trenches. Our objective is to 
put a different point of view.  

 

The origins of the First World War go back to the Berlin Conference which 
formalised the imperialist 'Scramble for Africa'.  

   By the end of the Second world War all the European empires had been 
severely damaged in this global conlflict.  

   During the Second World War the Nazis began to formalise plans to unite 
these broken empires to form a new single empire based around Germany. 
This plan was called Europaische Wirtschaftsgemeinschaft, (European Eco-
nomic Community) published in 1942.  

   The Nazis planned to abolish independent sovereign states within its or-
bit. British fascist Sir Oswald Mosley and far right groups like the League of 
St George took up this call in Britain after the war.  

  "European socialism is the development by a fully united Europe of all re-
sources of our continent, in white Africa, and in South America, for the 
benefits of all the peoples of Europe," wrote Mosley, exposing the imperial-
ist mind -set at the heart of these fascist economic plans. 

   The Nazis planned eastwards enlargement to provide cheap labour and 
resources, even talking about the 'free movement of labour' to develop in-
dustries and economic and political union. Leading Nazi theoretician 
Werner Daitz wrote in 1942: "the Reich has always been a Germanic and 
also a European idea, a strong Reich was always necessary for a strong 
Europe". The driving force behind these plans were the large corporations 
such as Bosch, Siemens and IG Faben which had bankrolled the Nazis and 
benefited during the Third Reich from the use of slave labour and monop-
oly access to markets. 

   At the end of the Second World War all the European empires were criti-
cally damaged by 30 years of intermittent global conflict, yet plans contin-
ued almost immediately for a European monetary union. According to 
David Marsh in The Bundesbank-the bank that rules Europe, most 
Bundesbank members in 1948 were former leading Nazis and 
their influence continued for many years.  

By 1950 Germany's first Chancellor Konrad Adenauer launched 
plans for the European Economic Community: "A federated 
Europe will be a third force, Germany has again become a factor 
with which others will have to reckon. If we Europeans colonise 
Africa we create at the same time a supplier of raw materials for 
Europe". 

The 1957 Treaty of Rome founded the European Economic Com-
munity which was signed by the old major European imperialist 
powers Belgium, France, Italy, the Netherlands and West Ger-
many plus Luxembourg. Every treaty since has demanded 'ever 

First World War  

Imperialist parallels then and now  
Part VI Crypto Imperialism: Parallels with EU 

Profound implications of the First World War are to be found today 

"One basic formula for understanding the European Community is this: 

Take five broken empires, add the sixth one later, and make one big neo-

colonial empire out of it all". 

     Professor Johan Galtung (right), 1973 
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Charlotte Despard  
at Trafalgar Square Oswald Mosely on plinth at Trafalgar 

Square backed by an array of flags from 

European states 

 

Original six members of the European 
Economic Community or  

Common Market 

(below) Launch of EEC in 1957 with 
Adenauer fifth from the left 


