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TheThe  

L 
iberal Democrat leader Nick 
Clegg has gone public in sup-
port of Mode 4, a method of 

providing employers with an endless 
supply of highly skilled workers from 
countries with much lower rates of 
pay. 

The deputy prime minister used a trip 
to India, accompanied by business lead-
ers from education, retail and arms 
companies, to call for an end to visa 
rules for students and Information 
Technology workers from non -EU 
states particularly India.  

The millionaire former MEP also 
called for overseas science and engi-
neering graduates to be given more 
than the current three months to find 
well -paid jobs in Britain. He said that 
visa 'rigidities' had to be removed.  

Mode 4 makes up part of the pro-
posed EU-India Free Trade Agreement 
which allows employers to bring in low
-waged workers into the UK as well as 
big business access to India's huge re-
tail market.  

Many Indian unions have expressed 
opposition to the trade deal as it would 
decimate entire industries as Western 
monopoly capital moves in to re -cast 
India's economy in their interests.  

Mode 4 provisions are enshrined in 
The General Agreement on Trade in 
Services (GATS), a treaty of the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) which ex-
tends the multilateral trading system to 
the service sector, in the same way the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) provides for trade.  

The GATS agreement substitutes the 
authority of national law with that of a 
GATS Disputes Panel conducted in 

closed hearings. WTO member-
governments are obliged to dismiss any 
criticism because of prior commitments 
to the commercial principles of neo-
liberal competition.  

While national governments have the 
option to exclude any specific service 
from liberalisation under GATS, they 
are also under pressure from interna-
tional business interests to refrain from 
excluding any service "provided on a 
commercial basis". 

This definition defines any public ser-
vice, including transport, water, elec-
tricity, health and education as being 
"provided on a commercial basis". 

This privatisation or marketisation of 
large parts of what are considered pub-
lic services also includes such areas as 
police, the military, prisons, the justice 
system, public administration, and gov-
ernment. 

Clegg's call for a de-facto extension of 
EU 'free movement' rules to countries 
like India is also supported by leading 
Europhile Lord Heseltine who is cur-
rently embroiled in a battle within the 
Tory Party which has indicated it may 
limit immigration.  

Many voters already have deep con-
cerns about EU 'free movement' rules as 
over a million extra workers from 
across the EU compete in the increas-
ingly difficult jobs market in this coun-
try.  

Ultimately 'free movement' removes 
the right of states to control their own 
borders and creates the conditions for 
instability and, most importantly for 
workers, drives down wage levels.  

Clegg's Lib Dems are expected to be 
decimated at the next election in 2015 
so it appears he is positioning himself 
for another unelected role to promote 
the right wing EU corporate agenda.  

report by Brian Denny  
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Literature 

Because of the continued conquests of 
the terrorist organisation, the "Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria" (ISIS), the Ger-
man government has announced that it 
will supply Iraq with military equip-
ment. To stop this onslaught, the Kurdi-
stan Regional Government's armed 
forces are to serve as ground troops in 
tangent with the US Air Force. This 
week, Berlin may deliver armoured ve-
hicles, night vision instruments and 
body armour to northern Iraq. A grow-
ing number of politi-
cians are favouring 
also furnishing lethal 
weapons. However, 
this is yet to be de-
cided. Even demands 
for the Bundeswehr to 
participate in military 
strikes against ISIS are 
being raised. Experts 
point out that the US is 
quite capable of mak-
ing aerial raids and 
equipping the Iraqi 
Kurdish armed forces. 
However, it would, be 
appropriate to send "a 

signal to the USA" indicating the readi-
ness to participate in military activities 
hm sgd DT&r !mdhfgantqgnncƐ- @ b`l,
paign launched by the Berlin establish-
ment, including President Gauck, aims 
at just this type of engagementƋ
particularly in North Africa and the 
Middle East - to obtain more influence 
also in those regions. 

(German Foreign Policy .com 18.8.14) 
Footnote: ISIS has for years been 
funded by wealthy donors in Kuwait, 
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Editorial July-August 2014 

Nations and nation -states 

versus crypto -imperialism  

T 
wo important and separate 
matters, class and the na-
tional question have been 

mixed up by some in the labour and 
trade union movement. These are 
the struggle for and right of nation -
states to self determination, national 
independence and democracy which 
is superior in all but a few cases to 
class. Proof of this is within these 
islands.  
 
Cndrmƍs sgd qhfgs ne Hqdk`mc sn ad
united override splitting the North-
dqm Hqdk`mc ƌAqhshrgƍ vnqjhmf bk`rr
from those in the other three na-
tions? This is a question avoided as 
though it did not exist and raises 
fundamental issues which must be 
addressed today. 
 
If the peoples of Scotland decide 
they want to be independent then all 
onvdq sn sgdhq b`lo`hfm enq ` ƌxdr ƍ
vote which should be supported by 
all progressives. The same applies to 
Wales and to the whole island of 
Ireland to be united after over 800 
years of struggle. 
 
An independent Scotland could pro-
vide the opportunity to disengage 
from the EU and NATO. This will be 
ne admdehs sn sg`s m`shnm rs`sdƍr q`,
tional development. This is a pri-
mary task for the working class, la-
bour and trade union movement in 
Scotland, with other progressive 
nationalists, to achieve when they 
gain independence. It is the struggle 
enq cdlnbq`bx- Dudqxsghmf b`mƍs ad
done at once. 

It was James Connolly, a Scot who 
went to Ireland, who made crystal 
clear that to achieve socialism you 
must have the right to self determi-
nation - in other words national in-
dependence and democracy. 
 
The nation state and national gov-
ernments are the way the world is 
still organised. National government 
powers can and must be used to 
curb and clip the wings of the trans-
national corporations and banks. 
That is the struggle for all forms of 
democracy within nation states.  
 
This applies to the secret negotia-
tions setting up the: EU-US Transat-
lantic Trade and Investment Pact 
(TTIP); Canada-EU pact (CETA), US 
Pacific pact; India-EU pact; and 
pacts with former European colonies 
which form the African, Caribbean 
and Pacific countries (ACP). The 
highly secret pacts are dominated by 
the transnational corporations and 
banks driven by the US and EU in 
particular and is crypto -imperialism. 
They need exposing and opposing 
precisely because they are a serious 
threat to nation states, all forms of 
democracy, trade union rights, jobs 
and will deepen austerity.  
 

The clear objective of the transna-
tionals and all their pacts is to bring 
an end to nation states and the pow-
ers of governments, parliaments and 
electorates. If nation states are culled 
then democracy itself, which only 
functions within nation states, will 
be lost. 

Transnationals want to sweep away 
the powers of national governments 
which can legislate to pass laws for 
social advance and all forms of de-
mocracy. The latter includes: formal 
democracy at the ballot box; infor-
mal democracy to lobby parliament 
and demonstrate on the streets; 
transfer taxes from rich to poor ar-
eas and people and much more. 
 
The Israeli war on Gaza, the long 
struggle for Kurdistan to have inde-
pendence and right to self determi-
nation of Syria are several of many 
illustrations that the rights of nation 
states remains paramount. This is 
especially so today within the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland. An examina-
shnm ne sgd TJ Fnudqmldmsƍr enqdhfm
policy shows its appalling record 
regarding the sovereignty of nation 
states apart from Iraq, Libya and the 
Balkans. Bombs, troops, imperialist 
interests and profits come first at 
our expense. 
   One danger is that the far right is 
taking up the national question to 
lead people in the wrong reaction-

ary direction.  
   Another danger is mixing up in-
ternational solidarity with interna-
tionalism. European or world -wide 
revolutions are notions promoted 
by the ultra -left or the misguided. 
These are dangers which must be 
avoided by the left and the labour 
and trade union movement based 
on a clear understanding of the na-
tional question .  
_____________ 

ñAttempts to stifle democracy and the nation state through the Treaty on European Union and Euro-

federalism, the EU Constitution, regional policy and free competition through unregulated free movement of 

capital, goods, services and labour must be opposed. [CAEF is also opposed to TTIP and CETA] We will 

work to persuade the peoples of Britain and especially the labour and trade union movement and young peo-

ple, to declare the right to self determination to be essential to national democracy. All nations within the 

United Kingdom should have the right to self determination if they so decide.ò   

Aims and Objectives of the Campaign against Euro-federalism.  
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ƌRSNO SSHOƍ vdarhsd 
 

www.stopttip.net  
 

This site has lots of informa-
tion and links to other web-
sites with plenty of videos as 
well as more data. 

A 
s negotiations on the US/EU 
ƌsq`cdƍ cd`k bnmshmtd+ qdrhr,

tance to it continues to grow, 

in parallel. Now, Trade Commission 

bureaucrats are proceeding with a 
sleight of hand move that is contemp-

tuous of the concerns of the European 

citizens they are paid to serve.  

 
A very widespread concern about the 
Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership agreement (TTIP) is the 
inclusion of investor state dispute set-
tlement (ISDS) in this agreement. This 
will allow corporations to sue govern-
ments not only for direct expropria-
tion, such as renationalising, but also 
indirect expropriation. The latter may 
result from any regulatory action that 
negatively affects anticipated corpo-
rate profits, which is most likely to be 
social, environmental or labour regula-
tion protecting the public from corpo-
rations. 
 
Global tobacco company Philip Morris 
International is currently suing the 
Australian government for its cigarette 
plain packaging legislation under 
ISDS commitments in an Australia/
Hong Bilateral Investment Treaty.  
 
As well as the public, governments 
also have concerns about ISDS in 
TTIP, particularly the German govern-
ment.  It is currently being sued by 
Swedish nuclear plant company Vat-
tenfall for the phasing out of the Ger-
man nuclear energy programme, sub-
sequent to the Japanese nuclear acci-
dent. 
 
This high level of concern forced the 
Trade Commission to hold a three-
month public consultation on ISDS in 
TTIP that closed in mid -July. So great 
was the volume of responses that the 
system crashed at one point and the 

closing date had to be extended. Al-
though the online consultation, with 
its 13 technical questions, overall seek-
ing feedback on the intended tweak-
ing of ISDS in TTIP, people took the  
small window of opportunity in one 
ptdrshnm sn r`x ƌmn HRCRƍ- 
 
In fact 150,000 responses were re-
ceived, many more than for any other 
Commission consultation Ɗ and this 
was on a provision in a secretive and 
sdbgmhb`k hmsdqm`shnm`k ƌsq`cdƍ `fqdd,
ment. 
 
A preliminary analysis has been is-
sued, but along with the intimation 
sg`s bnkk`shnm vhkk enbtr nm ƌpt`khsx ne
`qftldmsrƍ mns pt`mshsx- Sgd bnkk`shnm
method was not specified before, or 
during the course of, the consultation, 
so it appears to be an afterthought, 
allowing for manipulation at this stage 
sn rths sgd Bnllhrrhnmƌr otqonrdr- 
 
Importantly, the actual analysis, with 
action leading on from it, will not ap-
pear until November.  
 
In the interim, a very dirty trick in-
deed is being brought to bear. 
 
The Canada/EU Comprehensive Eco-
nomic and Trade Agreement (CETA) 
has been negotiated for some years, 
also secretly. It also includes ISDS and 
in fact the draft CETA ISDS chapter 
was issued as background to the TTIP 
ISDS consultation. 
 
In October 2013, there was a phoney 
sign-up of CETA, coinciding with a 
scandal in the Canadian government 
that the Canadian Prime Minister, 
Stephen Harper was keen to eclipse. 
This was  followed  by the issuing of a 
ƌsdbgmhb`k o`odqƍ hm B`m`c`+ vghbg
could not be relied upon to reflect ac-

Transnationals Break secrecy around  
ƏSSHO nq BDS@ vhkk ad rthbhc`k enq 

as well as countering 

TTIP false  

promises  

When NAFTA was introduced 
forecasts were made of many 
more jobs and economic 
benefits. In Canada jobs 
were lost as industries were 
stripped out and transferred 
elsewhere. 
   Forecasts by authorities 
and think tanks make clear 
that increased economic ac-
tivity is wide of the mark. In 
addition they say that jobs 
will be lost rather than 
gained. 
   A thrust of TTIP, CETA and 
ISDS is to consolidate privati-
sation. The NHS will be seri-
ously threatened. Recent 
Con-Dem legislation has 
paved the way for TTIP, 
CETA and ISDS to mop up 
what has not already been 
salami sliced from the NHS. 
   The secrecy surrounding 
this Treaty belies anything of 
benefit to the peoples in-
volved across the EU, Can-
ada and US. 
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curately what was in the agree-
ment, but was nonetheless used as 
the basis for a road show around 
the Canadian provinces intended 
to buy their support  for CETA 
(literally, with compensation pack-
ages). 
 
But in fact CETA differences were 
unresolved at that point, negotia-
tions continued and the negotiat-
ing text remained secret. 
 
Meanwhile, awareness has grown 
of how the CETA , with the back-
ground of the North American 
Free Trade agreement (NAFTA), is 
hm deedbs ` ƌv`x hmƍ enq SSHO+ `mc
particularly of how US corpora-
tions  will be able to utilise ISDS in 
CETA against EU governments. 
 
Now, suddenly, there are official 
announcements from both sides of 
the Atlantic that there will be a 
sign-up of CETA at a Canada/EU 
summit on 25th September this 
year. It will be the formal first Ɗ
step to initiallise all pages of the 
`fqddldms adenqd sgd ƌkdf`k rbqta,
ahmfƍ oqnbdrr `mc sgd sq`mrk`shmf ne
the final text into all EU languages, 
towards the presentation of the 
agreement to the European Parlia-
ment for its assent. 
 
This completely overrides the con-
cern of the EU public - specifically 
about ISDS - expressed when the 
opportunity was there.  The timing 
with the CETA sign -up in Septem-
ber is the ultimate cynical exercise, 
as this will be two months before 
the analysis and any course of ac-
tion in relation to the TTIP ISDS 
consultation process is produced. 
 
Fortunately, since the sign-up an-

nouncement there has been a leak 
of the full CETA final draft text, 
intended for the EU Trade Policy 
Committee, which is made up of 
member state trade bureaucrats 
and the Trade Commission. The 
first leak was of the core text, and 
subsequently the annexes were 
also leaked. 
 
It appears that there is much in 
this long agreement text to draw to 
the attention of those who will be 
negatively affected by the deal be-
tween now and the sign-up time. 
Canadian provinces relying on 
fishing will see not only their fish-
ing grounds opened up but also 
fish processing. The public pro-
curement of Canadian provinces 
will be forced open transnation-
ally, and drug prices will increase 
as Big Pharma gets its way on ex-
tending patents on medicines. 
 
For people in the EU, this con-
temptuous move is also an attempt 
to undermine the public fight 
against the big TTIP agreement of  
ƌqdftk`snqx g`qlnmhr`shnmƍ- Sghr hr
in effect deregulation to suit and 
increase the power of transnational 
corporations, is the core, backed by  
ISDS. 
 
Neither the US government nor 

any US corporation has ever lost 

an ISDS case. Entering into ISDS 
agreements with the US, either in 

the direct TTIP agreement or via 

the backdoor CETA agreement, is 
suicidal. This is especially so for 

national and even EU sovereignty 

as well as countering corporate 

power.  
 

TTIP and CETA has to be  

exposed and opposed 

two new treaties  
National and even EU sovereignty 
bnqonq`sd onvdqƐ 
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