V Expressing the viewpoint of the Communist Party of Australia (Marjgist -Leninist)

For an Independent and Socialist Australia

Volume 58 #6 www.cpaml.org | info@cpaml.org November 2021

Organi sed Workers in Collective Action
Provide Leadership to Australian People

ND: NO CUTS TO éd@plﬁori?

] B
‘ LA

ACCOLADE WINES MEMBERS ON STRIKE!

Ned K (25 September2021 received hardly any publicity in the South Australia, workers employed by
) imperialist media outlets. SA Water went on strike on Friday and

he week leading up to the In the Riverland and Southern held arally outside SA Water House in

AFL Grand Final on 25  vales of South Australia on Thursday, protest at SA Water's intention to
September  saw WO winery and vineyard workers change rosters, enforce longer working
contrasting trends in the working  employed by US multinational hours and its consequent negative
class movement in Australia. Accolade, the largéswinery in the impact on safe work standards. These

One trend, strongly promoted by southern hemisphere, took strike workers look after the quality and
the imperialist media outlets, was action and marched through the streetssupply of water, an essential service to
epitomized by the extreme righting  of Berri. the people of South Australia.
influenced street demonstrations N The workers and their union, On Thursday, 2,000 Transport
Melbourne under the Trump like ynited Workers Union, took this Workers Union members employed by
banner of "freedom"” of workers to take collective action to prevent Accolade Australia Postds
no responsibility for the impact of eroding conditions of employment that delivery service went on a bur
actions, such as opposing vaccinationsyould have direimplications for the strike to oppose provisions in an
against Coviell9, and opposing whole community. Accolade wantto iof f er 6 made by t |
restrictions on movement of people t0 reduce workers' retirement income of a new Enterprise Agreement. The
stop the spread of Cowl9. This trend  (superannuation) and  undermine corporate bosses have mischievously
suited the needs of big corporations community standards by accelerating adescribed theioffer as generous, but
who oppose any restrictions that retard yyo-tiered ~ worker ~ system by they have been outsourcing jobs to
their production and services for profit increasing insecure work atthe wineryc omp ani es | i ke Ama
maximization. and vineyards. Workers' futugetion wh i ¢ h use l ower- |

The other trend, disciplined, united il depend on whether Accolade back cont r act or s 0 and
collective action by workers ipursuit  off or not. employees. Delivery service standards
of the working people's interests  |n the city and regional areas of have fallen at the same time as

(continued on pg. 2.)
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(continued from pg)l
outsourcing has occurred.

The vote strike was carried by a

97% majority vote. Next week 2,50(
TWU members at FedEx will also
strike.

In the examples described above
workers actions were well organize
and in the interests of the people.

During the week, both the Maritime
Union of Australia and the Australian
Manufacturing Workers Union on
behalf of their members made stron
public staterants opposing the
Morrison  Government and US
imperialism's intention to intensify
military tensions with China and
threaten the people's security and we
being by building nuclegpowered
submarines in Au
antinuclearpowered subs rafl in
Adelaide, a strong message of suppq
was sent by the SA State Secretary
the Communications, Electrical ang
Plumbing Union.

This latter trend of orgased
workers taking collective action to
defend and extend living standards ar,
for peace, not war mongering, is th
dominant trend and is sure to groy
while the former trend promoted by big
business does not have the support
the overwhelming majority offorking
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Work ers Struggle Against
Impact of Privatisation and
Outsourcing  on Many Fronts

i Ned K.(18 September 2021) did not put profits before workers'
and outsourcing of services

G working conditions and service to the
has been a feature of

people.
In thelast decade particularly there
capitalism in Australia for many  has been a fightback by workers to
9 decades affecting public transport, ~Prevent further privatization and
water utilities, public health, aged ©outsourcing and also campaigns to
care, disabilities and education and
many more sectors. For example,

reverse privatisation and outsourcing.
road traffic controlling where road

overnment privatisation

Unions and their members have
often supported election of a Labor

| works are undertaken, used to be Federal, ~ State ~ or  Territory
performed by workers directl Governments with high hopes that if

S énfplByed Sy sthté  of feddfad yatested they  would  reverse
governments. privatisation or at least ensure that

" In many public hospitals most of WO keérso wages anc

Ofthe support seiges have been be the same as if diregtemployed. _
| contracted out to multinational  Workers have had some success in

companies like Serco, ISS, Spotless ortN€Ir struggles. For example, in the
Compass. ACT several vyears ago, the
In public schools, maintenance and Government agreed to take school
dschool cleaning has been contracted®!®aning back in house with improved
e out for years to both large companies Wageés ~and  conditions as  a

V like Spotless as well as smaller locally consequence. In WA and Queensland,
) based companies. directly enployed school cleaners

of A common outcome of this have successfully resisted attempts by
outsourcing is more insecure work both Liberal and Labor Governments

people and is sure fail. Y’

higher workloads, lower wages and to outsource cleaning to private for
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lower quality of service to the people Profit contractors. _ ,
who use the services. In South Australia, public hospital

The practice of privatisation and directly employed support services
outsourcing over the decades hasWOrkers won an Enterprigegreement
become S0 entrenched that Which included a clause that at change,
governments have become a|mostrenewal or extension of commercial

servants of the capliats delivering ~contracts with  companies ~where
the service rather than delivering all Services had been already contracted

the assurances the people were giverPUt twenty years ago, the workers had
that services would improve, and to be paid the same wages as directly

governments would ensure contractors €MPloyed public sector woeks.
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In Victoria, workers employed by
private contractors to provide suppo
services in schools forced the sta
Labor Government to kick out
contractors who were not even payin
workers ninimum award wages and
conditions. This was a first step in th
workers' struggle to win back direc

employment as public sector workers.

Labor Governments Do Some Good
Things, Some Bad Things
On Privatisation Front

During the Covidl19 period,there
has been even more pressure
governments to provide Dbette
services, especially to ensure
hygienic environment for people usin
public services.

In Victoria for example, the
Andrews Labor Government decide
to increase cleaning services arbfic
transport and areas like railwa
stations and tram stops. Here was
perfect opportunity to directly employ
more public sector workers, ensuf

they were well trained and with publi¢

sector standard pay and conditions.

However, the Government fatell
short of this. It gave this extra Covid
19 related cleaning work to a majd
contract cleaning company GJK wh
said thank you very much and the
engaged cleaners as individug
contractors on undeaward pay.

In some States and Territories whe
under a Labor Government, throug
pressure from workers and the
Unions, there has been a move by the
Governments to  disguise th
continuation of the netberal
privatisation and outsourcing agenda

www.cpaml.org

The Gig Economy 0 The Latest Innovation in
[(ta Exploitation

g Duncan B. (24 September 2021)

he working class is no
) stranger to  precarious
t employment. From the

earliest days workers often lived
with being employed day by day or
even hour by hour. Workers could
be hired and fired at the whim of the
capitalist. Older workers remember  there are hundreds of companies
having to line up outside wharves or covering various areas of the gig
onf ai | way yards hopiearmpmyt Aboud &% ofaAustraign®d
r work. participate in the gig economy.
a Workers have for many yeafaced (Queensland Universitof Technology
y casual employment in hospitality, study, 2019
retail, transport and warehousing. Many people participate in the gig
They often do the same job for the economy to earn extra income, but for
d same employer working futime  many it is their only source of income.
hours, but ar e st iTheyjuggle segesmlaide slaadeiviigc a
y In recent years a new form of or food delivery gigs with low paid
aprecarious employment has come into casual jobs such as retail work as
existencd t h e Agi go e ¢ deanerm Yr. secufith guards to try to
e gig economy involves workers in short make ends meet.
term work arrangements doing The majority of the companies
flexible, temporary or freelance jobs. behind the gig economy are based in
The workers and employers are oftenthe US, although Airtasker, Menulog
connected through elme platforms. and Mable are Australian companies.
r The gig economy covers many Rideshare company DiDi is based in
b sectors of the economy including China and Deliveroois a British
n rideshare, food delivery, parcel company.
al delivery, personal care, performing Exploitation is rife in the gig
t asks i n peopl e @&onomyh Bomexample, Amadon Flex
nfreelancing jobs in areas such aspays people $108 to use their own cars
h information technology. Renting out to deliver 3640 parcels in a four hour
r spare capacity in accommodation,carsi bl ock . 6 Dri vers
s@r caravans is another exaep from worKk for al |
> Australians will be familiar with without explaation. Food deliverers

companies such as Uber, Deliveroo, have been injured or killed on bicycles

Airtasker, and Air B&B. Worldwide

by giving assurances to Unions and
their members thatrdy "responsible
contractors" would be given contracts
to provide public services.

However, this has usually resultec
in the Government Department
bureaucrats allowing the smlled
"responsible contractors” from
continuing on their merry way of
cuting corners, reducing worker
numbers by not replacing those whc
leave, or replacing full time and part
time workers with casuals or lalmo
hire casuals.

At the federal level of Government,
the Labor Government of Rudd anc
Gillard did some good thingdor
workers such as introduce at least sorn
regulations in relation to contracted ou
services such as ground maintenance

and cleaning. This only came abo
because of workers' struggles ovel
number of years.

However as soon as the Abbc
government came in to office, thes
services were again complete
deregulated with severe consequen:
for workers.

So, while Labor Governments d
some good things when pressured
the collective struggles of worker:
the changes they make are often h
measures at best, or temporary due
the shorterm electoral cycle.

This often demoralises worker
who always vote Labor, but they als
see the limitations of parliamentar
system of which Labor governmen
and Labor out of office are a payt.

or motor bikes while delivering food.
Ride share drivers have been assaulted
and robbed during their shifts. Support
workers complain of difficulty getting
paid by online agencies.The gig
emnomy companies try to treat their
workers as independent contractors,
leaving them with minimum pay and
none of the benefits or protection such
as sick pay and wo
enjoyed by workers classed as
employees.

Gig workers are starting trganise
in defence of their rights with the help
of unions such as the Transport
Wor kersé Union. Re
Australia and the UK have gone in
favour of gig workers being treated as
employees. However in California,
ride share companies UberHryft are
(continued on pg.4)
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(continued from pg.3) who enjoyed well paid jobs were stemming from deindustrialisation and
appealing against a court ruling which forced into edy retirement, the rise of the gig economy pose
will make them treat their workers as unemployment or low paying jobs in challenges to  working class
employees rather than independentthe service sector. This is what organisations. They need to find new
contractors. happened when Alcoa closed its ways of organising and connecting

No worker is safe! The wholesale smelter in Geelong (Vic) in 2014. with workers who today are more
closure of many manufacturing Workers were offered retraining as dispersed with the closure of the large
companies in Australia has led to the prison guards or agethre workers. factories and workshops which were
destruction of some of the most No doubt some had to go into the gig the  traditional  places  where
unionised and militant sections of the economy to survive. organisation and recruitment once took
working class. Many skilled workers The changes to the workforce placey

JOB SECURITY 6 WORTH FIGHTING FOR!

Ned K.(31 October 2021)

he Australian Council of
Trade Unions (ACTU) and
affiliated Unions are starting
a "Job Security - Worth Fighting
For" campaign narrative,
coinciding with the lead up to the
coming federal election.
Surveys conducted by th&CTU
and many Unions show that job
security is a highly important issue for

workers across pretty much all - wyorth fighting for" has been  The initiators of the campaign say
industries and occupations. The standjnciyded in the campaign narrative to that the extent of the changeseded
downs, job losses and cuts to hours ofyy and replicate the success of thefor secure work for workers will
work experienced by millions of oy Rights At Work, Worth depend on the development of the
workers during the Covid9  Fighting For' campaign which strength and power of the grass roots
pandemic ofthe last two years have gycceeded in throwing out the movement in  workplaces and
taken the level of job insecurity 10 Neéw (eactionary Howard Government in communities. This is encouraging to
heights. _ 2007. hear.

What is "job insecurity™? It takes  jop security in its many férent The ACTU formally represents far
many forms. Casualization, lal0  forms is an issue that affects millions less than 50% of workers at any point
hire, fixed short term contracts, sub o workers far beyond the 9% union in time due to the low union
contract work, insufficient hours of mempership density of the private membership density. However, Unions

O
AliVinGwax /B

work, low wage jobs, soalled 98  sector workforce in Australia. in general have a fluid membership.
economy jobs are some of the most |t js 4 campaign narrative that is Many workers not currently in a union
common forms of job insecurity. likely to win support from millions of may have been in one a year ago or

However, under capitalism, even yorkers, especially if linkedo the may be in a workplace shortly where
so-called secure jobs such as in thejnsecurity for working people caused there are union members and union

public service or large manufacturing py the impact of climate change. rank and fildeaders.
businesses turn into insecure jobs " gor young people secure jobs for  The success of this latest ACTU
without warning. the future is inseparably linked to the campaign getting off the ground will

_For example, outseoing and/or  isgye of environmental sustainability. largely depend on the level of
privatizing of government jobs, trade  \yithin the leadership of the Secure involvement and leadership of active
wars leading to reduction in production johs Worth FightingFor campaign on  workers in  their workplaces and
and job losses or loss of regular ihe eve of a federal election, there will communities and build from  the
overtime or even cutting back from 4 goubt be an opportunist element ground up.
three shifts to one day shift can seeho want to steer the campaign to a  Any attempt to confine the
workers moving from relative job gead end if a Labor government is activities of such a stated campaign to
security to job insecugtwithin a very  gjected in the coming election. marginal Liberal or National Party
short space of time. _ The stated intention of the electorates should be opposed as mos!

The ACTU is hopeful that it has campaign is that it is a igerterm  workers, union members or not, know
found an issue that the majority of campaign to unite millions of workers that to reverse the trend of insecure
workers - (especially young workers, 4 define in common struggle what an work will need a social movement that
new migrant workers and women aystralia with secure jobs will look extends far beyond the estabiment's

workers) feel strongly enough about jixe and what changes to the current setthree year election cycly.
and see as "worth fighting for"! up need to be made.
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SYVANE=\IS\NI No to nuclear  -powered submarines! No to AUKUS!

for independent decisiemaking in  negative consequences, in all aspects

matters of foreign policy. of their lives, of ongoing invasion,
Former Prime Minister Paul especially the cynical failure to ensure
Keating said | ast thewsdeykduringithe lpandemid Our e

noti on of Au st r alhdsgtdiss are bursgjng tat the seams,
independent foreign policiy a rightto  public schools remain poor cousins to
be itself and act in its own intere$tss  the rich private schools, aged care is a
being suborned by a government mess, mental health is under great
determined to subordinate its interestsstrain, road infrastructure needs
to those of anothrecountryo massive upgrading, our rail services
Australia has been led by the nose belong to centuries pastand none of
into one US military disaster after this will be properly funded because
Central Committee, CPA(M.)  another, into one unjust act of the US wants us to be part of their
(16 September2021) aggression and invasion after another.nuclearpowered submarine fleet.
Now we are being positioned to be part  We need to redefine and revive our
I he Communist Party of  of US preparations for war with China. relationship with China. It is our major

Australia (Marxist -Leninist) The nuclear somarine proposal isa trade partner. It is a country thhas
condemns the announcement  significant escalation of military abandoned socialism and embarked on
that Australia will build nuclear - threats aimed at China. It has nothing economic and political expansion. We

powered submarines. to do with preparations for the defencen o mor e want to |

The decision further embeds of Australia. A submarine fleet for thumb than we do to remain under that
Australia within the military structures coastal defence would be significantly of the US. But supporting the
of US imperialism and significantly different to submarines designed for provocations of one imperialist power
raises the degree of interoperability |ong-distance, global movement at the against another is not an act of
between the US and Australian armed service of US imperialism. independence. It is not in our interests.
forces. It significantly reduces any  First Peoples are denied control of We demand an independent and
capacity by Australian governments thejr own affairs to fix the huge peaceful, socialist Australig’

Rally to Stop AUKUS in Adelaide

Nick G. (24 September 2021)

everal hundred people rallied -
in Adelaide late on Friday
afternoon to protest nuclear

powered submarines AUKUS and 2
the latestwar preparations. | e

The rally was called by Lot
organisations including the
Independent and Peaceful Australia
Network (IPAN), Frends of the Earth,
SA Greens, and the Medical :
Association for the Prevention of War. | ;

The rally was held at Parliament '
House just as commuters were IeavinngC£
the city via the nearbfrain station. .

Several speakers connected {*1_ o

=
/

issue of nucleapoweaed submarines [
with the proposed nuclear waste dumpg
at Kimba on Eyre Peninsula, ™
commending the Barngarla First from Aboriginal lands without the States.

Peoples for their staunch opposition to permission of traditional owners. He Il PANGSs Stephen
the dump on their land. said that for the future of our children, AUKUS denied Australia the capacity
Arabunna  elder Uncle Kevin war must be opposed. to act ndependently, contributed to
Buzzacott, weklknown for his Greens Senate candidate Barbararegional tensions and imposed an
opposition to uranium ming and to Pocock condemned the nuclear extraordinary economic burden on the
big corporations like BHP, bemoaned powered submarine decision and theAustralian people.

the fact that materials for the AUKUS Pact for further embedding It was a very good beginning for
submarines were likely to be taken Australia in the war plans of the United what is going to be a long campaigh.
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Interoperability comes at a cost
Nick G. (19 October 2021)
I dump six Europeanmade
helicopters for twelve made
in the US.

Following on from the decision to
scrap Frencimade submarines for the
nuclearpowered US submarines, it
looks to be part of a trend teplace
Europearsourced military hardware
with that from the US so that Th
fiinteroperabilit yé,g\uissterfaﬁrr

The MRH 90 Taipan helicopters,
manufactured by

were purchased in 2006 at a cost of
$3.7 billion. Itis alleged that the RH

when Miniger for Defense Linda
Reynolds announced that th
government would replace the Frenc
Airbus Tiger with 29 AHG64E Apache
gunships to the tune of $3.5 billion a|
its new Armed Reconnaissanc
Helicopter (ARH).

The U.S. Defense Security
Cooperation Ageng which approved
the sale of the Apaches, manufacture
by Lockheed Martin and Boeing, sai(

pRefed, ha
i a0s capa

d future threats, a ill. enhanc
ﬁ\rt}er%pﬁergbﬁirt]é/ %vith L'gi.\ﬁokr)ci“'s%ahd
other allied force . 0

Adustrali]a Ijs b%ng req%i_rsd " by its

he Australian Navy is set to

90s have ﬁsufferléeS astord 21, .0 2ssil
availability sinc gé%%eloi..rr\g eyt
spending as a military outpost of th

Specifically, it is claimed that door on
the MRH90 was too narrow to allow
its gun to fire while troops were
descending, and that three rounds of
remedial work have had to be carried
out on the fleet.

The plan is to replace the six MRH
90s with 12 Sikorsky Romeo Seahawk
helicopters in a deal worth around $1.3
billion. Sikorsky is a US Lockheed
Martin company.

lock-downs

Australia’'s navy already operates 24,& Schooi common B eame
MH-60R Seahawks based at HMAS

Albatross, near Nowra, and this next
purchase would mean a common fleet

US empire.

The billions spent on further
embedding us into the US military
industrial complex are billions that will
not be spent on:

A mhulance ramping- a chronic
problem in all states
A Fi | t econglitioning a ifor

classrooms - a major worry of

Australian public schals

of 36 aircraft. ﬁ :_—c:r;st/r:oﬁs\i/ne ments td

The ditching of a MHOOR These are | stgthe tip of a socig

Seahawk helicopter in the Philippine . ju Ip 18
iceberg of t he

Sea during a routine flight last week needs that are being ignored as we 3

has, meanwhile, been kept relatively forced into gearing up. for war with
guiet. Noone wants questi@nraised China 9 g up

about the Seahawks at such a sensitive our subservience to US

time. The cause of the incident, in . - . ,

which the crew conducted an |mp_er|allsm c_hretly undern_wm_es our

emergency landing in the water, is still ability to survive under capitalism.

being investigated We must sf[rengthen our res_ol_ve t
The decision .on the Seahawk develop the fight for animperialist

purchase follows one earlier this year independence and sacialisyh.

countries but mostly unavailable for
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Taiwan: Implications
for Australia?

U

F] Contributed(16 October 2021)

flurry of US-led Cold War

diplomatic positions and

escalating tensions over
Taiwan has revealed just how high
the stakes have become for the US
with their regional hostilities against
*dchina.
i The timing of the developments has
L inRahge | ciir{cidentalmlﬁef factofs

havé Heeh brbugnt iMepkay, a hahge'

€ of political leadership in Japan has
been a decisive factor.

Behind the scenes, however, recent
defence and security initiatives have
€ingreased the likelihood of Australia
° being drawn intoregional 'realar'
scenarios to defend 'US interests'.

In late September Fumio Kishida
replaced Japanese prime minister
Yoshihide Suga; the new leader is a
well-known China hawk who supports
‘aggressive  government  spending
worth hundreds of billionsf dollars to
lift Japan's economy out of the
doldrums'. The Japanese economy has

5

(U

epidemiologists as states open up aftehyeen sluggish for decades, with many

warning signs of longeterm political
problems. Itis, therefore, interesting to
note Kishida is part of a faction of the
ruling LiberalDemocratic Party (DP)
kifoRrHal fhd '‘Homé & ®eélpatricians',
composed of members of important
I families and those who have served in
A Kigh-Fafikmd Hurdaticratie §o9ePnnén
'&ositions.

Kishida would appear their man
with a missionin his campaign to
bemme the new Japanese prime
minister Kishida was quoted calling
for a hardline stance on China and for
O Tokyo and Washington to 'run joint
simulations of how they would
respond together in a crisis scenario
involving Taiwanbod.
have exigd that while the US is
formally committed to defending
Taiwan, it is hampered by
geographical considerations. Allies,
such as Japan, are therefore, regardec
as essential for effective defence of
Taiwan strategies.

Almost immediately after Kishida
took office as prime minister, Ufd
regional diplomatic tensions escalated
over Taiwan accompanied by
intelligence assessments of a likely

military invasion by China. There was
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littte ambiguity about the timing of the The western Pacific and Oceania ispp
developments, Kishida was actually a vast area, including Polynesia an
guotked in an editorial in the Australian Micronesia, where many small
newspaper immediately after taking countries have huge diplomatic
office that 'Japan continually needed to significance through their membership
update its preparations for a conflict of regional trade bodies and as voter:
involving Taiwan'. The term possible at the UN. US military and security
was not included. considerations also include their

And then the Australia government regional military headquarters for the i

TAIWAN

=5

sent forme prime minister Tony Indo-Pacific which are based in _
Abbott to Taipei for higHevel Hawaii;it has added to the increasingly adversary. An official media release
diplomatic talks with Taiwanese paranoid position of the Pentagon. noted, for example, that ‘China poses a
counterparts. It was not intended as a In recent times, China has been ableunique challenge to the US givéts
holiday after other extraurricular  to make largescale diplomaticriroads  oconomic might, in technology, trade,
duties conducted on behalf of the with many of the Pacificlsland diplomacy, defence and other spheres'.
Morrison coalition government in countries with mutually beneficial A recent media release about an
Canberra. After pledging Astralian trade relations. It has not gone a stralianbased quasitelligence
support for Taiwan, Abbott was unnoticed in Washington and the organisation, LeolLabs, can therefore
allowed to address the nation on Pentagon, where military planners do o placed directly into its appropriate
Taiwan's National Day celebrations; it not take kindly to competitors to their .qniext: the seemingly tsourced
was duly noted elsewhere that the traditional hegemonic positions. The corporate entity has already employed
country was ‘looking beyond esalating USled diplomatic tensions 5 number of former military officials
Washington in its strategic and sweeping the region are little other including one  with  previous
security policies'. than an attempt to reassert 'US experience of being the Australian
Taiwan, historically, was a interests'. government's military attache for
peripheral entity for Australian foreign Central to the USed position are spacerelated matters in Washington,
policy. For many decades Australia the role of sensitive intelligence together with others who are
has fostered stronger diplomatic links facilities based at Pine Gap, Australia. already working alongside NASA
with China for trade. Canberra has The continually scan theegion and  ,qministrators in Australia.
always accepted the United Nations monitor adversaries and those assessed 1 is a common practice for
position of the One China policy as not being compliant with 'US intelligence services to use fretype
which, effectively, diplomatically interests’. When Taiwanese Foreign corporate bodies to avoid unnecessary
isolated Taiwan long ago. Minister Joseph Wuurged Australia publicity and to distance themselves
It is important, therefore, to look to increase intelligence sharing and f,om any controversy. It also enables
behind the scenes to establish thesecurity cooperation’, it was a requestiham to hile behind the traderaft of
changing nature of Ufd diplomacy from Taipei for greateraess to the ‘plausible denial’ if detected.
toward China, which has serious US-led facilities together with other LeoLabs recently announced that
implications for allies such as assistance from elsewhere. their project had the range and capacity
Australia. While the Pine Gap facilities have i, pe 'the world's first commercial deep
Taiwan is strategically placed as been updated many times, it is a recentg pace radar 6 al l
part of US military planning with announcement from within the every object, in every orbit, in
Island Chain Theory (ICT), designed military-industrial complex which has astraia’s orbital area of interest.
to contain and encircle China from revealed added dimensions toeth g ch statements leave little to the
ready access and egress to the wideexisting USled intelligence program. imagination. With recent Australian
region through lines of small land Coinciding with  developments diplomatic initiatives toward Taiwan,
masses and underwater areas difficultfocussed upon Taiwan, an it would appear the faraway island,
for submarines and shipping vessels toannouncement that an Austrakan previously of litle interest to
navigde easily. Links between Japan based $240 million space radar projeCtCanberra, has recently been placed into
and Taiwan also have a long anddesigned to track ‘hundreds of A stralia’s orbital area of interest by
shared history with US foreign policy thousands of orbiting objects' {,¢ Pentagon.
and ICT. While Taiwan forms part of including satellites wit the ability to With developments such as these
the first chain, Japan is located as part'keep an eye on other nations' andtaking place there is every likelihood
of both the first and second chains. ‘'monitor government activity' together A ,stralia will be drawn into USed
Beyond the second chain lies the with largescale telecommunications regional hostilities with China during
westernPacific and Oceania of which interception facilities, has to be taken the future, possibly sooner rather than
Australia is the key hub for 'US very seriously. later!
interests'. The development has also been
It is, therefore, not coincidental to accompanied by the CIA establishing a\ye need an independent foreign
find that Abbott, in his official China Mission Centre, part of a major policy! y
diplomatic address, drew attention to concentration of US intelligence
the sensitive western Pacific, where service focus upon China. The Centre
major USled tensions haveiaen. has a planned broad focus upon their
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Election Speculation d What value for people?

John G. (16 October 2021)

Election speculation took a we only represgnt corporations

feverish turn in recent
weeks.

Canberra Journalists have been on
tenterhooks. Would Morrison headf
to see the Governc
has trickled down to the provinces.

Local ALP and Greens branches

have been put on N R
prepared for a Federal Election at short s
notice. The ACTU has launched its Our people are of no value,and are simply a cost to us

memien .. Australian Government

in opinion surveys for guidance but _ _ _ _
who knows when an election will be Government acts as masters of society towards service, with the clear motive

held. According to law it has to be held not servants of the people. And its of sustaining their position.

by May next year. The speculation on Masters for the big money, big  With theA Covid  lockdowns,

a preChristmas election is easing as multinationals over the vast majority, peopl ed s unhappin

COP 21, the UN Sustainable therestofus. casual and contract jobs grew into a

Development Conference, and the G20 Covid crisis early days. People burning hatred. Corporate bosses and

meeting loom. Morrison flirts with ~Want protection from the deadlyrus.  government love of them just grew.

attending. Government orders industries to close Government outsourcing to casual
What is clear is that an election down, people to stay home. Millions employers has become a trademark.

wonaot b e hel d o v Hgrally,{5 miflion, found themnseles & Qantas, despite the hundreds of
holiday season. At least we have them payday away from poverty, not able to millions of government support,
scared enough to leave us alone duringP@y mortgages, put food on the table, wrangled ways of outsourcing more of

our summer break. out of work. The Government offered its work to companies employing
But the threat of shoving the the starvation New StaAllowance, people on contracts orsacasuals.
Canberra circus even further into our When people could register for it. People want secure jobs. Government
lives brings up just what use that circus ~ FOr @ week they stood by crying and corporate bosses manoeuvre to
is. poormout h. Gover nme push mogesandontore tinto easeal and
One way of looking into it is to ask 0 l0ok after people but held firm with - contract jobs. Government serving the
some basic questions. their policy of making unemployment people or masters over them
Are politicians our servants or does SO unpalatable that people would  Back to the coming election.
government act as our master? JustScramble over each other get what Dreamers and charlatans carry on
think of a few issues where people Work was available, even at near about elections and parliamentary
want things done. starvation wages. But then there weregovernment being a way for the
Climate change. Public opinion has N0 jobs to scramble for. majority to run society, for the
three quarters of us wanting serious Peopl eds s er v arconmsnon interestsitee prevailga real
action to provide avenues out of coal, P €0 pl eds di f fi culcammensvealthoThat mayahave beers
oil and gas extraction and burning, ordering people to be grateful for what the idea and to an extent the fact in ages
support for theworkers in those they got, if they could get on the pastbutits miles from that today.

industries to transition to other WeDbSsiteto getit? Again, barring people In Australia today, democratic
industries, support for applying at the door not seating them at thegovernment has become a means for
sustainable technologies and new table. No service just mastery. government to rule over the people.
industries That approach fell apart as people The corporate world is in charge.

What happens? Political leaders of in their tens of thousands haunted theGovernment jumps to their tune.
both major parties have wilted into footpath_s out5|_de Centrelink offices Corporate bosses have the Prime
confusion and inaction when the top and their website collapsed under theMi ni st er 0s phone
capitalists from the fossil fuel tsunami of applications. Millions of dial. He takes their calls.HE needs of
industries and  bankers have the desperate, newly without wages, the core of Australian corporate world
complained against action. Loudmouth Posed a threat of anarchy on the streetsare at the core of government and
political cretins take up station as fossil Only after nearly a week when the Labour | eadersd ac
fuel megaphones and lobbyists. PeopleleVvel ofdlsru_ptlon and des_peratl_on was  Apart from the_ corporate core of
donot get action. harw@eredglgtq thejr Qrfuqs _\N|§Jg.|tl*@ \parlsamentary policies, top pollfuuans
stewing as capitalists in fossil fuel Prospectorsociety revoltingainstits  act rythlgssly to look after '_[helr own
corporations arteft to prosper. government, did the masters turn special interests. They wgte and
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squirm to stay in charge within their Whitlam Government were the popular governments were wrangled
parties, hand out favours, do deals, epitome of concessions to the people. from office quick smart. Governments
curry favour with corporate and No stone was left unturned to get rid looking after people were out and
sectional interests.  Government of them as quickly as possible. The normal matery over the people
leaders flagrantly use the public purse Commonwealth Government moved to resumed.
to shore up their support within the seize the Lang government funds and The idea of politicians being at the
party and to curry favour withrgups  was tossed out by the governor whenservice of the people is a wonderful
of voters. Accountability is nowhere to he withdrew a million dollars from the ideal, but it has little to do with the
be seen. Even the prospect of an ICACreach of the Commonwealth. Whitlam reality of parliamentary government in
with few teeth makes them faint. saw appointment of a Senator againstAustralia. Government operates as
Everything is on the table to secure re all precedent followed by the Senate master over the people, a masterthe
election and get hold of government stopping funds to the government, corporate world.
office. again unheard of in a Westminster The coming election, whenever it
Sometimes there are cassions to  style parliamentary democracy. mi ght be, i snot
people when they are aroused and Neither government set out to pose concessions. It will consist of deciding
firing. Jack L ang atreaNts YWrpgratevAestralianbeitndid which group of political careerists will
in the Depression and the 1970s make significant concessions to the be put in office to exercise mastery
people. Even those enormously over us forhe next few years/

Sold Down
the River!

Duncan B. (2 October 2021)

old Down the River How

Robber Barons and Wall Street

Traders Corner €
Water Marketby Scott Hamilton and
Stuart Kells, (Text Publishing 2021,
$35), is a book that everyone
interested in the sad story of the
Murray -Darling Basin should read.

The authors tel |[F8
most precious resource was handed
over to speculators at the expense of
farmers, the other inhabitants of players inthe water market- the  plantations of almond, olives etc, while
irrigation areas, Indigenous people andtraders and brokers who set aboutdepriving productive farmers of much
the environment. making enormous profits from trading needed water.

From the earliest days in the late water. There was no requirement for ~ The authors call for a new model of
nineteenth century when irrigation water traders to have any connectiontogover nanc e for W ¢
schemes were established, water wagarming. would decile as a society how best to
publicly owned and controlled and Farmers who often struggle with allocate scarce water in a way that
water rights were always linked to land poor mobile phone and internet balanced all the imperatives such as
ownership. In the early nineteen connectims found themselves in efficient agriculture, river health, and
nineties, under the influence of the competition for water with water recognising the cultural and economic
Friedna n economics traders whpeuse supercemgputers andr i ght s of I ndi genoa
mar ket o which broudighwtt senta® mamide WwaeitGven thevestsdeintecestsdirs/olved
Acompetitiono and Manyiofvtte ttraders ard WSnbased in the water market and the billions of
Australia, water rights were separated banks and hedge funds. The authorsdollars in profits they are making, the
from land ownership and water rights detail how these parasites manipulatechances of this happening are remote.
became something that could be tradedthe water market, Imefit from periods It is only with the overthrow of
or sold. of water shortage and create artificial capitalism and the advent of socialism

I n 2004 t he i N shorfages Bhey milk\ragh prafits from in Australia, that the just, equitable and
Initi ativeo mad e faemers desperader té ebtain watehte planned use of public resamas such as
primary tool of water management. start or finish off their crops. water, can be guaranteed. As can be
Water became just like any other  The water traders ally themselves seen when readingold Down the
commodity. It became a financial with the megdarms run by River, late stage capitalism spells
asset. Compared to sectors of theorganisations such athe Canadian doom for national treasures such as the
economy such as banking and financepension funds. They ensure that thereMurray Darling basiny
there was very little regulation of the is adequate water for the huge
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ARSIV M EOID7AN AN Put Capitalism on trial at the

COP26 Climate Conference

Contributed By AParty Study Group @
(24 October 2021) o\

-, s

This is an edited version of a much Y%
longer article. The full article can be "%
read on our website here:
https://www.cpaml.org/post4.php?id=
1635134047

he global warming
crisis is confronting
capitalism/imperialism with

enormous difficulties in moving
from fossil fuel sources of energy to
clean, renewable sources of energy.
There are justtoo many competing
political and corporate interests to
guarantee the transition is fast
enough to achieve a significant
reduction in global emissions, and
this poses a grave threat to

humanity. . . .\‘ '

The movement to renewable energy #* =
requires a massive injdon in fixed The adoption of new technologies the interests of the country are a very
Capital in the form of new technologies has been anal yse d Sebamdam &(Fnﬂderatlonn TI‘M)a wilk (
and means of production. However, Volume 3 of Capital In Part II, attempt to make the people pay for any
this will result in a relative decrease in Chapt er XL, N T tra@sitio teatvdoes @dcur. t h e

the labour required to Operate and Tendenc Yy of t he R a t Téhis lordke dA mmllfng forwatd evithF
maintain these new developments andhe points out how the introduction of renewable energy resources is further
an overall decrease in the unit cost of more efficient means of production constrained within countries like
energy prodution. Competition within ~ through  technological  innovation Australia because of their particular
capitalism drives companies to achieve causes a relative increase in fixed economic nature and corresponding
this outcome either through more capital relative to variable capital historical alliance with industries
productive, cheaper labour sources or(labour power) and this results in a associated with the x&action and
new, more efficient technologies. In relative decrease in the rate of profit. export of raw materials. The
the case of moving to renewable AiThe i mmedi at e re Simvdsl‘menbﬁy thé dmergy industries Is
energy, there are two positive rate of surplusalue, at the same, or very significant in Australia as is the
outcomes in the longeterm for the even rising degree of labour extensive influence and control of the
energy companies; cheaper costs€Xploitation, is represented by a owners of the energy industries. A
associated with the production of continually falling general rate of particularly glaring example of the
energy and an increase in revenues aP’ o f i t . 0 willingness of Australia politicians to
the expense of the rate of profit. Thisis  In relation to energy there are at collude with these industries at any
already happening in a number of least two competing factors within cost is the LNG export arrangements

countries, including Sweden, capitalism. The first is that energy is a and taxes.
Germany, Norway and Nicaragua. cost to all industries, and while itisa In an article in theAgeby Melissa
Investment in renewable energy is COSt to the energy industries, it is also Clarke (9Sep2021 i A Res o u |

consistent with the tendency within the primary source of revenue. The sector lobbies hardest on climate
capitalism to adopt new technologies Second is tat the energy industries are change, while net zero backers
that provide a more efficient, relatively Some of the largest companies in the’ d i s e n g @& @einted ouj that a t
cheaper means of production. world and exert extensive control report by a UKbased think tank that
However, this is only a tendency and internationally. The energy industries maintains a global database of
can be countered by a number ofhave significant investment in the corporate and industry lobbying efforts
factos and it is necessary to Production of norenewable energy on climate change found that:
understand some of these whenresources and any movement toiCor por ate suppor:
addressing the issue of replacing non replacing these il be constrained by action on climate change is muted in
renewable energy with renewable the need to maximise the opportunities Australia, with the mostintense
resources in Australia. to realise profit on existing lobbying coming from resources and
investments. From their point of view, energy companies calling for more
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limited change. Corporations that back such as Origin Energy, Alinta, Energy made by many countries at this
reaching net zero emissions by 2050 asAustralia and others. conference. Several factors are
well as other policies that broadly Similarly, the previously state influencing the positions taken by
support the Paris Agreement do little or owned distribution grids of sub governments around the world with
negligible lobbying to encourage stations and transmission wires were manyrealising that some progress has
federal and state governments to takealso privatised to different to be made on this critical issue.
stronger acti on o rcorpmations)aanc socthoathegretaildbA Fi rstly, there |
The lack of strategic thinking and sectors servicing the customers. popular struggle and demands by
subservience by politicians to these Even though the generation, people across the world, but especially
largely, American owned companies distribution and retail of electricity is young people concerned at the future
reflect the nature of Australian owned by many separate companies,humanity is facing.
capitalism and our dependenon the they are mutually dependent and A Secondlsythe gtonwirgr €
extraction and export of raw materials. combine to form a powerful bloc of evidence of unstable, extreme climate
Clinton FernandesARENA Quarterly  interests. Colletively, they occupy a events which are not only devastating
Sept 2021) argues that Australia is monopoly position in capitalist livelihoods, but are also threatening
characterised as an economic growthAustralia, though having the established industries and corporate
rather than an economic developmentappearance of competitors in the retail profits.
country. This simply means we are market. In particular, they use any and A Thirdly, t her e
focussed on a limited numbeof every excuse t o 0 pwesnsentdsk forcarpdnies, damks,
exports and if economic developmentc onsumer 0. insurers, superannuation funds and
i nvol ves 6only s u the state oeemments continne to shareholders to invest in fossil fuels
economic life as are not forced upon it provide services to these powerful whi ch may become
from without but arise by its own corporations in the form of access to in a relatively short time.
initiative, f r o mland, t&x cbnlcgssiods, and subsidiesforA Fourt hly, there
Australiads i s notneweagligmenp and teehdologyo The of i ranéwaklilee technologies and the
substantial change. In terms of capitalist state organisation ensures thegrowing attractiveness for investments
econonic complexity which relates to profitability of these corporations, in sdar, wind, hydrogen, geothermal
the level of diversification giving them privileged access to and batteries, with new opportunities
(manufacturing and number of government in acknowledgement of to realise profits in emerging markets.
products to export), Australia is an their leverage and the implied threat of
anomaly amongst advanced economiesib| ackout sd6 and @Al oss
with the lowest level of all the OECD . Prime Minister Morrison will travel
countries and in 2017 was ranked fifty UN Climate Change Conference to Glasgow immediately after the G20

) . . (COP26) in Glasgow . : .
ninth in the world for economic (November 112) meeting in Rome. The Australian

Mgfriggegs hot

complexity. government has a well-earned
Further in his ARENA article The looming threat of devastating reputation as an apologist for the fossil

Fernandes states Ctlimaewarfingursexcess of 2°& @ik fué .monopolies, led by a shallow

Critical Mi ner al e thedecus af werlg attention at th t individual whose promises and

concerned with naticbuilding or international conference. Limiting commitments mean little. In a
increasing economic complexity but warming to 1.5C will require a much government flush with climate change
with creating a benign environment for faster rate of retiring fossil fuels than deniers and protectors of the coal and

private investorsto carve up our currently projected. gas giants, Morrison waffles about
Various countries, and especially i mod er n farming t
critical mi ner al s dghe industrialised countries, will be Aiavoi ded | and <cl e

expected to etail what progressthey icar bon capture ar
have made in reducing greenhouse gasiot been able to demonstrate any
Currently in Australia there are a emissions and what initiatives they practical pathway to significantly
number of coafired power stations. have taken to introduce and supportreduce emissions in Australia.
Most were built by the various state renewable technologies, and what Under pressure from his AUKUS
governments usi ng efforss kapesbgea maldto ceanmumapdnates Bden and Johnson, Morrison
to provide reliable electricity for the restore the natural environment ashas made  some conditional
manufacturing boom after World War fossil fuels poduction phases out. commitment to meet a net zero by
Two. An important function of the Political leaders seeking media 2050 target to keep in step, but his
captalist state is to provide attention will focus on what credibility has been torpedoed.
infrastructure, services and investmentcommitments they are prepared to In any case, as Greg Jericho points
capital beyond the resources of make into the future, for example, netout i n an articl e
individual capitalists. These power zero emissions by 2050, or 50% stay within our 1.5@arbon budget, we
stations were sold off to corporate reduction by 2030. China has already need to get on a path to net zero by
ownership during the wave of signalled to meetnetzero Bp60,but 2035 from now, not
privatisations that swept Australia over this may change when the conference Nor will Morrison make any
the last two dcades. Now they are meets. Undoubtedly there will be some commitment to cease the export of coal
owned and operated by corporations positive movement and commitments (continued on pg.12)

The role of the capitalist state
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under threat. There are plans by
Fortescue Mii ng t o deve
steel o manufactur |
hydrogen made from renewables,
doing away with the need for coking
coal and its export overseas, and
perhaps providing jobs for displaced
mine workers.

The Morrison government will
continue to underwrite the coal
industry in Australia using every trick
to frustrate and delay the final years.
Federal Energy Minister Angus Taylor
has been sprout.i
mechani smo whi ch
rapid energy gener

(continued from pg.11) Given the weight bevidence for | snot sdhitnh en gwiamd
and gas to developing countries which urgent  action on limiting ~ Using pumped hydro, gas, batteries and
adds to extreme weather events,greenhouse gas emissions, theCoakired —power stations. The
dangerous levels of air pollution and political/environmental demands of lml_ollcatlon is that renewables are not
the rising sea levels which threaten global populations and the risk to reliable and that coal needs to stay in
many island states and lewing profits, it clearly means that thermal the mix. In return, Morrison and Co.

communities. The disastrous coal production in Australia is on hope to be relected on the back of
consequences of increasing global borrowed time. coal motas & Qeeénsland and
greenhouse  gas emissions  will Companies suchs BHP and AGL New Southwales. _
inevitably lead to more mass are restructuring to protect their Wh”e_ granting the fOSS“_ fuel
migrations and regional conflicts. investments and winding back their Mmonopolies billions of dollars in tax
The future of Coal involvement in coal production. AGL concessions  and  subsidies for
will close down its Liddell power €xploration, railways, ports and
Apart from the emissions target, station in NSW next year and may 'esearchonsoal | ed ficl ez

another key issue for the COP26 bring forward the projected dates for federal government has not committed
conference will be the future of coal, Bayswater in NSW (2035) andoy 0 ensuring the economic future of
the most polluting and damaging of the Yang A in Victoria (2048). Energy Mine workers and their communities
fossil fuds. Leaders of countries will Australia will close down Yallourn When the coal mining industry shuts
be under pressure to set closurepower station in Victoria 4 years early down.
deadlines on the mining, export and in 2028. At the same time, the federal
use of coal in power stations. While coal is used to generate up to government has refusgd to prope_rly
Immediate pressure will come from 70 percent of the power for east coastfund — schools,  hospitals, public
demonstrations of people from across Australia, this could be replaced within housing, pensions and soclagnefits
the world demanding an end to the afew yearsyplarge scale battery farms {0 meet the needs of the people.
global coal indstry, as well as many fed from wind and solar and other ekkkok
rallies, public meetings and actions in renewable technologies. This has been _
Glasgow prior to and during the the experience in South Australia Fundamental change is needed
conference. Further pressure will come where 60 percent is currently supplied  This decade will be critical in
from scientists and delegates to theby renewables. reducing greenhouse gas emissions to
conference who have studied the facts Thermal coal is becoming prevent dangerous climate warming
and reflect the concerns of the massincreasingly unviable as an from having disastrous effects in
populations already experiencing investment Coalired power stations Aystralia and across the world. The
changing and extreme weather in Australia will shut down sooner than global monopoly capitalist/imperialist
patterns. current company projections as profits economic system may indeed be able
According to an article published in disappear in the face of competition by to adjust to the replacement of coal
Nature much of the veoewdbldsO The regpsre markets for with renewable sources of power.
of coal will have to remain untouched thermal coal will also contract as other Byt even this will require the need
if a target of 1.5C is to be achieved by countries step up their transitiol®  for intense struggles by the people to
2050. Globally that means 89 percent other renewable sources for electricity force federal and state governreto

of reserves or 826 billion tonnes. For generation. cease guaranteeing the coal industry
Australia, it translates to 95 percent of  Coking coal exports for steel agnd to guarantee the futures of the
coal reserves or 80 bilion tonnes. ma ki ng wi | | cont i Rhreerstafd Bofmuhities tag &dall

Nearly 60 percent of oil and gas major contribution to (global) production winds down. Many, but not
reserves would also have to be left in emissions in other countries. However, g|I, may be able to transition into new
the ground to limit global warming to the days of selling iron ore and jobs in the renewable industries.
1.5C. importing it back as steel may also be Others who cannot must not be



