
































PAGE TWELVE SOCIALIST WORKER

'RAY McSHARRY—
our own Mac the
Knife—is preparing
a new round of cuts.

' Between now and
January 1, the
Fianna Fail

‘government  must

produce its book of '
estimates. Over £400

million is to be
slashed from the
public spending

B programme.
@ Fianna Fail’s aim
is to cut enough to
'make room for some
‘minor tax cuts. In
this way, they will
give a few carrots to
the union

them on the National
Plan. They also hope
to use the tax cuts to
sweep back into
office in a snap
election in 1989.

It is only now that the
full effects of the last
round of cuts are beco-
ming clear. The health
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service has been
devastated.

® Nurses’ leaders have
wamed that elderly

patients have been forced
Into private nursing homes
where they are locked up
for the night from 3 p.m.

® Women are being

forced to leave hospital
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send to SWM, PO Box 1648,

within a day of delivering
their babies.

@® Patients have been
forced to lie for hours on
stretcher beds.

@ Nurses’ jobs have been
slashed to such an extent
that Fianna Fail has had to

introduce a crash pro-
gramme for recruiting
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student nurses as cheap

| labour.

The effects on the edu-

~ cation service are as bad.

|

|

Overcrowded classes, a
shortage of teachers, poor

| resources, are cCommon.

It 1s not as if there is no |

money 1n the country.
Grants are available in

abundance for the inter- |

national financiers who are

setting up on the Customs |

House Dock site.

The banks and big
business are turning in
enormous  profits and
paying minimal tax.

The big farmers are get-

|

ting off scot free from the

Land Tax. Haughey has
deferred collection.

A tax amnesty 1s avail-
able for businessmen who
have not paid taxes iIn
years.

Fianna Fail—the party
of the rich—is going all
out to defend the interests
of its class.

It is time that our side
drew the lessons.

*WHAT’S ON

Dublin Branch meets every Wednesday in the Bachellor Inn

5th Oct. Cuba—1Is It Soclallst?/speaker Sean McVeigh
12th Oct. The lessons of October ‘68
19th Oct. Thaicher and the British Lef¥speaker Dave

Thurs Oct. 6th: The North, the Socialist Solution venue.
Tues Oct. 11th: Why workers vote F.F. venue Billy Walshe's,

m .
YSCHOOL, 2.00pm to 5.00pm Allania
Hotel, Dominick St, sessions on Women and Russla.

Walshe's, Dominick St, 8.00pm

\ Tues Nov 1st: What the SWM stands for, venue. Billy

CORK

0
Connolly

For detalils of meelings

Note new venue: Anichor Inn, Georges Quay |
Sept 27: Wil workers sver l1ght?/speaker: Dominic Carroll
4ih: Revolutions In the

Ird World/speaker: Neamh

in other areas write ot national

address or see local paper seéllers
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IT EMERGED from the SDLP/S; ‘
talks which ended last month thgt";lqe'r:ee llg
no fundmental difference of principle
between the two parties.

This is the view of the parties them-
selves. In a document presented on June
13th and published when the talks ended
on September 5th, the Sinn Fein side re-
ferred to the fact that they and the SDLP
between them ‘‘represent the majority of
SiX-county nationalists” and suggested
that they should therefore ““Join forces”,
yyork towards a ‘“common Strategy’’, a

common platform of political activity”
and so on.

2 For its part, the SDLP on July 11th declared that
politically, the positions of Sinn Fein and ourselves

aré not unduly removed from one another and are |
bridgeable”.

Both sides agreed that the differences between
them concern strategy, not principle, and that their

different strategies were rootd in a disagreement
about Britain’s role in Ireland.

The SDLP argued that Britain no longer had any
objection to a united Ireland and that it is not therefore
necessary to force Britain out. The SDLP asserted
that this is “beyond doubt” and “removes all just-
ification for the IRA campaign”.
 Challenged by Sinn Fein to produce evidence for
this, the SDLP referred to Article One of the Anglo-
Irish A?‘reement where the British Government de-
clared that it would not stand in the way if a majority in
the Six Counties decided to pull out of the UK and join
the South. |

Sinn Fein countered that British actions in the North
over the past twenty years speak louder than words
and testify to a very real detemination to stay in the
North and that to achieve a united Ireland nationalists
would therefore have to exert maximum pressure to
push them out.

Specifically, Sinn Fein suggested “that Sinn Fein

| and the SDLP join forces to impress on the Dublin

Government the need to launch an international and
diplomatic offensive to secure self-determination”.
Later, on June 13th, Sinn Fein suggested a method of
testing the validity of the SDLP view: that there should
be a united nationalist effort to persuade the British to
adopt “a policy of disengagement” and that towards
this end “Sinn Fein and the SDLP jointly issue a call
to the Dublin and London Govemments for them to

| consult together to seek agreement on the policy

l
H

objectives of Irish reunification™.
is argument was batted back and forth from the

beginning of the talks in January until they registere
a failure to agree on September 5th. |

~ On the evidence of the published documents, it '
' seems that neither side attempted any objective

analysis of what the British interest in (reland actyallr
consists of. Is this interest economic, lt)olvttc:al.
strategic, all three? Or something else entirely? It
seems that these questions weren’t asked, much less
answered, by either side. .

The Marxist view is that the British ruling class
would be perfectly content to contemplate a united
Ireland if they reckoned that was the best way to
ensure political stability, the preservation of capitalist
properfrI relations and the maintenance of Ireland
within the western “sphere of influence".

Thus the reason that Britain stays is precisely that
British capitalism believes its departure would not

secure these objectives. .
This view takjes it for granted that “the British

interest” refers to a c/ass interest.. Othetwige we'd
have to believe that there's some insubstantial con-

cept called “the British interest” hovering over the

North, unconnectd to capitalist reality.
However, the question of class seems not to have

figured at all in the detailed, eight-month discussion
between the SDLP and Sinn Fein.

At no point in ani)_: of the three substantial docu-
ments produced by the Sinn Fein side is there even a
passing reference to a disagreement between the two
parties as to the kind of united Ireland, the class con-
tent of the united Ireland, which was envisaged.

That is why the two sides, despite being unable to
reach agreement on strategy, were nevertheless able
to conclude that there Is no fundamental difference of

rinciple between them.
; Rar?k and file Republicans who do see themselves

as socialists, and their struggle as part of a struggle
for soclalism, would do well to consider the impli-

cations of this.






