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I'd like to take this opportunity of publically acknowledging how mch I
am indebted to Arthur Thomson (ATom) for his help in improving the appearancs

of VECTOR in the past two years. od.



This being my last editorial I'm going to ramble on about anything that
comes ta mind - mainly becawvse I can't think of ery definite subject to write
about. Satence fiction 1e one eubject I won't cover, baving hastily averted
my horrified gasze from the last few ANALOCs - I don't mind Cempbell's sditorials,
they are often thought provoking even when misguided, but T object whan they are
gerved up two or three issues later, five times the length, with cardbosrd
chaructera, as genuine 8f - ugh! Sturgeon may have been right when he stated
that 90% of avarything, including sf, 18 crud, but why doean't someone publish
that 10K? But to continua.

The futurae of VECTOR sesme bright. Despite tha fact that I don’t as yet
know who the next aditor is 1 do kmow that some geod material is coming wp. T
bava in the files at the momant the firat epizode of an ariicle on John Russell
Fearn, elias Vargo Stattem and many others. And pow I know shat you are prob-
ably thinking and it juat ian't so! Fearn may bave been reeponsible for the
Vargo Statten stories dut he alao wrote a lot of good atuff pre-war. 4nd by
40 aa many pecple sncer whan they mention the Vargo Statten stories, I out my
of teoth on tham and mo 1 guess did a lot of you. Thay weren't brilliant atories
Put they ware o lat better than some of the rocent atuff, and they parformed
very well the taak of etapping atomes to the better sf. 1 can rememher the time
when T pasasd ovar those ragged Americen pulps for the nioce clean Vargo
Stattan atoriea! Anyway read thie article(s) and learn the rezl story.

And while I'm on the eubjact of material for VECTOR eaveral of you have
#naid you'd like some mora of it and mare frequently too. Way don't you have
@ bagh at writing i1t ton? Or if you cannat do taat how about writing lettere
of comment? contirued on page 5
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SECRETARY’S
REPORT

I expeot that quite a lot of you will be reading this at the¢ Baster Conven-
tion in Aarrogata. Unfortunately, I c¢en't be with you this yea» and a0 I will
have to wait anathar year befove mee ing ner nedbeva for the firat time, and
all you others azzin, but I'll definitvely se¢ you ell in London next Baster,

At the Convention I should be giving ycu a report on what hes been happaning
in, wnd to, tha Z3rA during the last year, but =s this is obvicusly :mpossible
I will do this hars in ry final rsport,

I feel that this year hiz taen guite notable for the fact that for the firat
tima sinca it's inception the ISFA is showing signs of gaining & ssttled member-
ship. Alremdy, {two wecks before the Conveniicn) the renercd meabership is
over the hundred mexk, In pact years man: metbers have wailzd until the Con to
Tenew, wWiich m=ant that up tmi:zl then we had couperatively Cew paid-up members,

80 if the genernsl mile is followed this wime shonld se¢e a higher zercentage of
renewals than evor befove., Tois le very gratifying a8 & lsrge turnover in the
pembership is extremely frustraiing for ite Committee, eapecielly as no rassons
are apparent for the evwodus. T wo1ld 1fke to feel that rerhape row we are
reaghing a public wha fuel thet the DPSTA can give & survice otherwise unobtainabla.

4 few weeks back the irformal Friday night meetinge in the hoxe of Fila
Parker got going again, aficr & threa conth3 break thile Ella vent on & sort of
goodewill vigit to the Urdited Statci. These reetings regtartsd from where they
laft off with a regular group of seven o sight meeting cesh weel:, and others
dropping in now and agrine If there ave eny of you ia “he Londen avea who feel
that you might like to try it ¢ome nizant juct come along to Ells's where we
will guarantee you an intercsting evening. To e great extent these meetings
epitomisa ona of the biggost succesees of the fesosiaticn, thai of making people
aware of othara in their srea who rhere ths eomen interast of sf. One outocomas
of thie hes been the fovming of the Speculative Pictien Oroun at ths University
of Oxford vhere Chris Miller manngad o convince some others that reeding ef
wasn't something to be dome wnder the bedclothes, late et night. 1 aleo lknow
of numerous other memiers who heve staried up correspondence with each other
aince joining the Aszocietion. To my mind thie is one of the most important
agpects of the BOFA as all too often a now rember wants iz to be able %o taik
about science fiction to somzbocy whe dozen't tink he is a bit wrong in the
head., Vhile T am on the subject I wculd like to Tewind you that if there are
any of you who would lik%e to »=ite to other members ithen get in touch with your
editor who will publich your nawe in VECTOR, asking for pevple to write to you.

Apart from the two pointe I have mentioned thewe ia very little else to
repart...no great inovations or achicvmients, unless you eount to enrclement of
our firai Cancdien member. The Mbiary is 2111 doing well, end as you will all
have gseen {rom tha recent litruy 1list raa reathed quite a considerable size.

Other than this therz hss baen ro chmﬁc in the general rwming of the Asscolation,


comr.cn

but, as T ssid at the beginning, there are definite elgns that the BSFA is
guining in strength and the next few years ocould see it becoming an important
factar in the scienve fiotion field.

Well, as I said at the etart, this is mr final report aa at tha Convention
the BSFPA holds it's ACH, and there ry term of office finishea, The year noe
bean a very full ong for me, end I found the Secretaryship both intereating
and njoyable, although there have been timas when I ¢ould have sworn that bhelf
the population of the British Isles had sritten asking for detaile of the Assoc-
iation. However I feal that the time was well spent in writing to these
prompective members eo manr of them became something more than prospective, and
in & oouple of instances I atruck up corraspondence which T hope 1o oontinue,
Yen, I quite enjoyed my spell as Secretary, but although ycu bave heard tha
laat of me in this columm, I axpect that every now and then I'l)l pop up with
the odd article, so until then thai's all froo

Jos Fatrizio,

B e T reaen

EDITORIAL oontinued {rom page 3

And to continue my puremueit of triflee let's run over agein the services
that the Assoclation providea. VEUTOR and the newsletter are, of course, kmowm
10 you all. After thom cozes the Library urnder the command of Poter Mabey (sew
contents page for address). Ran in harnass with thie service is the magazine
chain, FPor the sum of 63 per issus you c¢an receive any of the iserican magazines
regulsrly. 41l you have to 49 ia pay the postage t0 pase it onto the next penber
in the chain, when you've finished reading it. Peter Habey is nlee running thet
service. It is, unfortunately, restricted to UX macbers only. ind this is as
g00d a point aa any to point ocut juat how mch Petar doea for tha dssociation,
¢ vote of thanks ie¢ in order I thiuk.

The other major servica that is opsn to all menbere is not officially
dpongored, but ie the work of juat c:ue member, Mise Elle Farker. Evary Friday
svening at her howe in london ‘2151 Canterbury mozd, Pest Ealburn) E2la holds
opan housa for a&ll BSFA menbars who can attemé. Talk, and tee, flowa thick
and faat and avaryona haa & damn good time. Apart fram tha ragulars wa have
wmanbers vigiting frow all over. Ferhaps we shall se¢ you there comeday?

L L L T recreser

FREE ADVERT.
for agle at 9¢ each, postage extra.
AMAZTNG SF 1958, 1 = 7; 1959, 1=11; 1960, 1-8; 1962, 1.
SUPER 3P 1958 feb., epril, june, zug., oct,, dec, 1959 feb,, april, oet.
PANTASTIC 9F 1957, feb. 1958, april = aug., act. 1959, jan = dec.

960 jan.-may, july, eug.,
PASP 1959 dec, 1960, feb., ncw.
IF noa. 1.6,
SCIENCE PICTION ADVENTORES nce. 113, 15, 16, 24,
CGALAXY noe. 55-79
ASF 1957 deo,s 1958, e - doc.) 1659, jan - mug., nov., d4é0.3 1960, jen.-

sug.; 1961, cug,
NE¥ WORLDS noe. 66 - 98
SCIENCE FANTASY 2% - 40, 42, 43,
NESOL4 26 - 41,
tan B, Hill, 9 Corbiehill Ase-, Rdinburgh 4,
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"Solemce fioticn is dying”, cay man critics ard fans. "Look how many
writers are leaving the field™...."Tas 01d Ssnes of Wonder (definitely in
capitels) has disazpcar=d”...."Oh. for *he Goldon Age to return!” Theae mra
aome of the phras2n cne ia lieble to encounter in oconversation with fans cr
in the letter columa of the magazines.

Ia the eltuation really as deprescing as this? At fivat glance it cert-
ainly seema go. One look at the d=ath raie of late lamented (and mot ea lament-
ed) magazines of the pa3t seven yeas apparently coafimme the diaanoeis. The
mStartling”, “Thrilling %Wender™ etable has oeased productizn. "Vanture®,
*Infinity”, "Other Torlde“. "“Origimal¥ and “Futurc® SP, "Catellite®, “Pantastio
Onivaree*, all have censed publicrtion. In fact, at the moment only aix mag-
azinss ara aceing print in the States &nd only three original magazinee are
appearing in thie country.

It can bz argued, hoxarer, that the swell nucher ef publiahed magazines
i8 & good thing. The field, evon including fantear, cannot perhaps oupport e
greater number, especially with tha quite conaiderzbla murbor of o
paperbacks being published. It ia esan doubtfal whether there ars anocugh
authors of sufficient stature mnd, Dore important, eufficient readerm, ta support
more magazines. Tnie situation is not so terTible, providing tte remaining
vaghzinen maintain a high standeed, au they should, After all, it ahculd be
eagier to find the etorics tho editors want end there phould be ne question of
Tilling out with rubhich becauce the good astoriee are apread oui over too
DANy megazinea,

Bere, hovwever, the problems begin. The standard nf “Atazing" and
“Fantastic® has improved e:ormousiy, and "Nev Worlde' raintaina a fairly
high atandard, especizlly Jn the serizla it hae puuliehed recently. Fone-
theleap, it ia ie the cooteat:s of the btig three, Uzlaxy, AST nnd FASF, that
one would expect the ~eelly top cleas science-fictiom to Appear, ia far as
ASF and Galagy are comcermed. howover. this has definitely not bean the crae.



In faot, the two magazines have becoe otereotyped and often lack interest and
axcitanent,

In spite of the general situation of the magazines, in spite of all the
complaints that science fiction 18 i the dnldrme, in spite of the fact that
thers is o derth of naw concepts, I suggest that the field is undergoing & prof-
ound end ipportsnt change, that theé periocd 1¢ in fast a healthy ore., Science=
fietion i going through a period of etasia because it is concerned with improve
ing its general situation, its power of writing and ita delineation of charscter
befory oontimuing ite prograss.

During the past few yesmrs this improvement in the etandar? of writing
teohnique in the fiold has beoome clearly svparent. In ppite of the accumation
of a lack of new i1dsams, truely fine ccience fiction has haen produced, Miller's
*A Canticle for Leidowitz" end Herdert'm “Dragen in the Sea" to give tut two
exarrlea, Thass two worke depend not on fas4.moving, bewildering plots in the
grand Yan Vogtian manner hut on real ded of *erdé. The characters an
trhese two novela, and in pany other —orks writrzen reoently, ave elive eud no
longer mtergotyped and two dimensional. BEwen C.0, 3mith =acages to dreathe
some 1life into the ohareoters of "The Fourth R®. The main ocbharacter is mo Jonger
merely a aymbol or, &8 in Van Vogt's novals, e featureleds oreaturs, posaszseing
¢ertain puperhuman attrilvtee, who, onca stripped of these charasteristics,
00uld be substituted for any other of Lis heros without pecesaitating any
revision of the plot mechanios,

1 defy anyons who revera the "Colden Age" to produce from that period &
real flesh and blood oharactiar and more irportent enything resamhling a reel
relstionship between two cherectars. Clarke, for wrample, ie breathtaking »han
he describes hip almvet poetic visions of mpace-fli:sht, undersea farming and
elien enviroments, but why mast he sink to tas wers: women's magazing novelettish
6%yle when he triea to portr:y the romantic relaticnskip betwveen Lis herc and
heroine? ™hy do¢s Beinlein insist on repesating his father-son relationship
thewe, when it can only becoms saniimentelized (tathoa, not pathes) in his
kends? Why does the selfesaorifice for the saka of humanity of the two lsad
¢haractera in “Gulf* ocanjure up visjons of the worat Holiyr-od !tearejerker?,
heavanly ahoir and all? Why im MBeyond thia Horizon" doea the hewoine inaist
on calling the hero, Eamiltcn Pelix, by the nicimamc 'Filthy!, en attempt at
wour 80 crude and inept a8 to meaka me writhe every time I read it?

The sams sort of criticizm can be loveled at othar great namer of the
‘Coldan Age', Van Vogt and Asimov for evample. Theiyr idees are often brilliantly
conoeivad and planned but their characters ere dead. Possitly they are
unemotional writera oy parliaps thair emotions are direoted towarda their ideas
and unfortunately the charactera and the writirg suffer as a consejuence.

At last, howgver, changes bave occured and an improvement haa taken place.
Ang not dimply because new oriters have come into the field. This improvement
bas affacted many of the authore who were guilty of the faulia mantioned above,
Vaen 1 first read stories by Algis Budrys in Astotnding I was unimpresaed,
Hers wao an suthor, I thought, who would have no &ffeet on the field. I mede no
attempt to read all hie storice and only saw than if ihey ceme in one of the
magnzines I raceived ragularly. What a jolt I racaived when 1 read 'Rogue Moon'
in PESF! Here wam an exoiting, eswotional and truely orcative writer who oely
needed the opportunity to produce & near casterplecs. It ie ornly bettered dy
2 real mastarpisce, Walter Miller's 'A Canticle for Leibowitz!. And who would
bave thought when reading Miller's previoum atorics in Asiounding that he had
the potential to produce as naar perfcot & novel as thia?
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This improvement in technique is perhaps moet readily zpparent if one
compares Judith ‘lerrill’e "Year's Best" anthologies with those of Bleiler and
Dikty. The chenge is quite etartling. Perltaps the imaginative concapte are
not 50 steggering it does it matter if clories like Daniel F. Keyea' "Flowars
for A2gernon”, Leiter'e “Space Time for Springers" and J.¢. Bolleird'e “Frynez
Belladenna® are to ba producel? Side by side with this new fnprevemant in
writing tcchnique we are ot last beginning to sce experipentation in techaiques,
The 0ld, flnt, straight fozmaxd end aaturslistic etyle of writing necds to be
injeoted with new bleod by constant use of new technioue=, new siyles, to keep
it exeiting ond mlive. This axpericentition is now taking place. One of the best
exanples of p ariter who refuses to udhere to one set style is Theodore
Sturgeon. Brek in the early fifties, Sturgeon was stectling biu readers by
writing, in "lore then Huwan", in & etrang2 clmost impressicmisiic style,
sonowat lacking in form but wonderiully evocative =nd brilliantly expressive.

In hia receut novel, “Wemms Plus I, he wrages to develop the mafn plot
while injecting betveen each chepter a ahort vignett: descr-ibing the normal world.
extrapslated onlr elightly into the future, vhich contrerta with, rnd helps to
explain, the eirange world of Ledom.

4zain, Jwdith Werrill in “Tha Tom-rrow People™ setp out lier characters'
though's 2lonreide the diadozue and, althovgh *he technique is x little corfue-
ing at frat, it bero~cs more and D.ra effective £3 the rasder accuatoms himaell
to it,

Finally we are secing a videning of frentiers and a lessening of ©ld taboos.
Subjecta ones considor od unsvitable for ssicnze fiction nre boginnirg tc be
treatod therein. Sen 13 ncw »ogardei as a it aubject for gpeculation end Fhilip
Joas Farmer is able ta write rtomtzs adbout the alien rhyzinlagy of reproduction
as in "Open to 12 my Sister” (I&3F iay 1965), ed Sturgesn ic able ta write
ptorica like "ire Vorld Well Loci® (Univerae Junz 1953) wth it's bomoserusl
theme, wit:out ke concepta themselves causing any raiwed eychrowa. BEf
chasing nubile ani zcantily clad gir's have disapocared 8nc have been replaced
by a iar more healthy and speculative atiitude to sez.

Relidion e's¢ kas bacome s iit subjeet for epwewlation. Mo longur ia it
treated c2 nom-exicient or as & futurs w@aecn oS trrenty, -ors impregnahla
because it 1a bated on ssientiti¢ laws, Nov staried like the Farme= 'Father
John Carnpdy® serier, L[ieh's "A Caze of Consoianze”, Bouche~'a "Queat for St.
Ag:uin® and liller's “A Carticle for Ti2ibtositz®™ arpear oidte raluzeily in the
DegAazZines.

If w2 new retumn +n Astourdirg/tnsleg and {zloxy, perh: o8 we ~an throw eoma
light on theit 2iff:cu)ties. Thzir proetleme wre not dus 8inply to s diminmation
of interrt{ in the field it=elf but rather to the inflexible policy of the editors.
Thoy have bacn left lchind hy the new dcovelcpments in scienca Jiction and still
lool Jcr the type of stery =hich lhey used to publish and which caused their
prominence in the fiz2ld, Bewgves, the bettes znthors abviously refuse to be
typed and sre costinmuatly Caveloping, Thua their stories ueually do not suit
the policies of “nesc 1wo magazines, They are writing inatead for werkats
wiich have a pore flevidle policy, wiere ihe style and theme are left more to
the auihor. Twis z2ppliea in the magnzine fleld colaly to Fantesy and Scienoe

Lich magecine always showcd this attiinde under the eapcble snd
reting leadership of Anthony Boichar and ehews it gtill, ilkoush to a
leeeer degrac, under FPobert iilla. Cerpbell end Gold, an the other hend. ere
forced 1o wvaze du with aeccond =ate cathers wlo eve willing to srl%e the kind eof
storien thess editavs ®unt, ]




The eredit for the rocw davelopments cen be mprortioned to B number of ind-
ividuale within the field, Tis enoticnally chare2d technizue of writing cen bs
laid at the door of Bredbury who “ms the first in the megazing field to ccmbina
aciency fiction themes wit) poetis prosa, the first to give real attention to
atyle as well 63 ideas. Axjperimentation in writing tchniquas is largely the
rasponasibility of Sturgeon. Lven W.ndham, though his themoe are largely
derivative, can take aowme cedit for achiaving popular suocess with novels in
which tha atress is laid on the chsrsctars ratier than ascientific fireworka.

The widening of horizons is largely the rconlt of Pavmer's "The Lovere™ und of
Merwin's courage in publishing it in Startlizg Stories. Fantas) and Ycienca
Mction wnder Bouchser's editorship tokes a groat deal of credit for maintoining
a flexible policy and for ehowing that scier~e fiction could compete credi%ably
with any form of wriling in the mairstreew of 1iicrature. TFinally, credit should
be given to the now type of criticiso witain the field itgelf, exritieciom vnmarred
hy any ip-group fe<ling, or loyclty. Cnca anything vhich came under the heading
of science fiction wan concidired vorht reeding by the critica asd the work had
to be pretty bad to be panned  Now criticien is based on eclid literary primoiples.
This new eritizisx ia nater:l'y having its ef“cci, Writers have taksn heed of
tha remarks of euch mble critica as Iamwon Knicht and have tried to improve their
works ag A conseqnence.

Lot me make it gquite clear that I am not sl gesting thut science fiction
ie parfeot et ito prepent stage of develormen?, nor that worka praduced during
the 'Golden Age’ are withoul carii, Both nariode ave eseentinl stages in the
development of science fiction. To coatinve the compariecn with jazz started
by Kingsley Amim, there iz o direct correlation betueen this attitude and tha
attitude of the Treditionnlists who ewy that the only res’ jazz is the musis of
New Orleans. 4ngd both are on the sane level a8 the remarts of the older generation
talking ebout tha 'Good 012 Ziys', Thsi is noutalgia, rot an urbiesed judgment
of what was, erd is, being praduced in the science lJiction field.

(nce the new develgpients within the field heuve baen abaorbed ecizhoe
fiction can continug ite progress tawerds the cevelerment of a truely mature
fiction of idean. Tae staggering <onzcpts ol the Golder Age car reiurn, but
this tima they will be covpied with pownd writiig and three-dinemsional characters
and a truely exciting form Jeciumc thare will be n9 overemniasia either on the
ocienoe or the fiection.

LEERE 2 * L 3 I - ANERAVHENARY AN AN

ADVERT.

Pat RKearney, Flat 1, 33 Elizabelh Street, London, 5.¥W.1,
would like to buy or borrow a copy of
Remonoue's

YA}l Quiet on the Westerm Front!



EARTH ABIDES by George R. Stewart.
Corgi Books, 3/6d.

Porheps ths remarkebls feot about
H LARTH ABIDES is not that 1t is so wall
: : written but tbat it is so well lovad,
3 : Ever dince it's [irst appearancs in
1949 (about the game time as Orwell's
1984), it bas been  favourite among
af readers, and among the general publia,
ep is shown by the fact that Corgl have
now reprinted their sdition of six
years back, with e naw covar.

The novel won it's popularity the
hard way, for it contains no sadiasm, no
pecnes of mass violamce, no remarkable
sexusl exploita. The raveging diecase
which decimatee man until ke is as rara
as & Pere David's deer is not uaed as
an mxcuse for eensationalismp indeed,

5 it ie ®o lightly paseed over that the
B render‘s senaibility is ecarcely
allowed te stumble over one corpse.
The atmoephera, in a word, is lecs harrawing then elegricy Mr. Stewart is
appealing rather than sppalling.

#n outline of the atory ie quickly givens Isherwond ie one of tha faw
aurvivors of the unspecifisd plague. He lives in *he puburbg of San Prancieca,
and we watoh him over fifty years grow in staturs while the metropoliz deslinga
about him. At the finiaeh, he is the legendary Ish, more reversd than listcned
to by the emall trive he has gatherad about him. To outline the spell the
book exercises ia more difficult; a reviewar ie reduced to placing hie hand on
his heart and paying that while reading, the fiotion became reality, and the
Teal world dim, that nothing ascemed to matter but getting back inta the pages
of the book; truth peamed 12 lie there and orly there.

4 reresding of thia remarkable novel suggesto cooler judgmenta. Ona aecas
af course that it would maks a wondarful f4lm {and equally, alaa, a bad cne).
T think that the decline of the secomd generation, of Iah'a and Em's childrem,
into B sort of bow and arvow culture, erema a goad deal less then inevitable.
One has only to remember the energy with which Williem Masen, hero of Wyndham's
tDay of the Triffids’, tackled hia much graater problems, to realisa how neglig-
able are Ish's attempte to Tetain e modified versiom of civilieation; he 1 no
mora than a gentleman looter, rather priggishly mwara of how much ha prefers
books to drinkes. Jsh has very little foroc of character, and the others toa
are wayward rather than positive: it is ensy to imagine that in the hands of
another writer, shall we say Isanc Adimov, David Duncan or Tom Godwin, we might
have had a splendid eseay in reconmstruction instead of a splendid eseay in
dealine.

This remazk ip offered more as a reflection than & lanent, but it points

T



our way towards the fsct thet EARTD ABIDES is in m special caetegory of sf. It
belonga with *The Doy of ti= Triffidat', 'Alao Babylen', 'City' and posaibly
'Death of Grasa', in that the author is in revolt against the effacts of the
induptrial revelution and :a Tull ary for 2 esiaplar life. This attitude wakea
a bovt af partly by couriesy; it can juat sa8 well bas on the aame theme end
not be af, a3 is Richard Jeﬂcﬂ"aw' ‘after London', B delightfwl story that ie
an Barth Abides set in the region that once wao thie Themes vallgy.

This pradominantly anti-urban disposition ie opparent all through EARTH
ABIDES. 1Little harm comes to any of the characters in the book, but whan threa
¢hildren die one metwam, thay die of eating ent-poison. The comment “Even when
dend, oivilization sccmed to lay trape” is curisuy when we consider that wlthough
civilizntion nuy be dead, these poople sra living, after all, on the rich pick-
inga of ~he carcass, FElseshiere, the grest divaster is desoribed ss "A meenif-
icent »iping ofl of the alate". And wher the one really rasty character in tha
book cuuea along ~ Cherlie, who auffers froo vemsreal dipsa=a - it ia significant
that he acrives clud in “8 Dusiness Puit" 89 8 cymbol of zll thet Mr Stewart
holds evil.

Tt is baceuse he feels th:a way that M- Stewart hae shoped the novel as
he bag, in the same way that 8:l novsla are nct ‘uat an acidental produot of
plotting dut alse the fruit of wore deep-cenired causos in the asuthor'e
parsonality. Yhe bias ;rcfuces, inevitably, merits and demerits, I would say
8 demerit wms the too eesy way evervons heeds for laissez-faire and sevagery.
But tne merite {ar ovtwcizb the demcrits; pll the great momants in the novel,
the zwporable ecenes, are ¢ned in wiish people are only paripheraily involved
and ir which the aocelerating decay of civilicelion becowes manifest. Thie ie
Mr., Stwart's contral thema. and when he hite it, he hitm it unarringly, His
aynbtela of decay are many, and often put to poetic uaes the Golden Gata bridge,
for instance, and the little coupe parked on it - the name of the owner comee
back to Ish 86 he is dying, though he has it wrongly.

The most dramatic moment comea with the most dramati¢c eingles slige of
dacay, the failura of the electricity:

"When he awnkae, he noticad that the lights had faded more. The filaments
in the electric lamps wera onlt an orange-red now. He nculd look at them with-
out hurting his eyes. HNow although he had not turned off any of the lampe, the
room was in half darkness....

A deep ghiver shook him, but he stilled kia panie. Aftar all, he thought,
the Power-and-Light had held up for an amazingly long time, all ita automatio
prosesass functioning though men had gone... Theee might wall be tha last
eleotric lighte to ba left burning in the world, end when they faded, the lighte
would ba out for & long time.

No longer elaepy, he tat thera, feeling that he should not go to sleep,
wishing at least that the end wou'd come quickly and with dignity and would not
be dragged out tce long. Again, he falt the light fading, and he thought 'Thie
im the end!' But etill it lingerad, tha filazenta now onlx a cherry-rad."

For many touchss of thie snrt, EARTH ARILES should be read. Ji'as relaxed
atyls growa more and more hyrnotic. Althovgh 1t is a long book, it ia naver
long emough. This duppy papavback edition runs to 316 pages, bound in the usual
unsatiafactory way of papardacke, 3o thot even an uncloeeatble book 1like thia
prover, on firat reading, slmnatf unspenable.

1 Hrian W. Aldies



4 FOR ANYTHIRG by Damon Ericnt, Four Sjuare Booke 2/6(1

Several people have told me that 4 FOR ANYTHING is s dull book) 1 have told
them that it ia an intereatins orne; but buth sides remain wnconverted.

It 15 the curse of liburaliza that one sppreciatos that thc other sidc has
a tenable viewpoint even while arguing against it. Thers in the undemiable fact
that the novel seemp not to make anwy particuler point, geems indeed even to make
contradictory pointa; it is, for instance, saying tuat the eptablished order is
ripe for overthrow, or that despite it's faults the established order Las it's
merits; it ia saying that nothing is more degrading than alavery, or that some
people are fit only to be eplavce? With Van Vogt, swch questlors do not arise -
one ie concentrating on remaining seated, &2 it were; with Damon Knight, hie
intelligence forcea us to ask the awlimrd queetions,

It haa to be admitted too, that the story contamina several long episodes
which sppear to play no vital part in developing the theme. At the Btart of
chapter four we moet Dick Jones, who im going to leave his father’'s large estate
of Puckhill to go to Eazles. Before he =rrives there in chapter seven we have
a long episode in whieh be offeandz his cousin, ie forced to duel with aim, and
kills him. For all that this affacta the unfelding of the story, it mijht have
been condeneed to one page.

Then thcre are the first threz chapterc befors we meet Dick. Theee conocerm
people whom we never pee agair. With meay writers, this might have bean a
distinct advactage; Knight dr=we sympathetir cnd intereating p=ople whoese dis-
appearance we regret.

4 FOR ANYTHING { which ir Amorica was entitled ‘The Psople MHakers') bas
ite weakneseeg, but to call it dull beceuse of thece is 1ike calling a dalmatian
unhealthy becauss of its syots.

The gimmick with which the story begina is a Cremo, We are told what a
giema looks like and whnt it doea. It ie a foct an? a half hish and chapei like
a crogs; the cross is wired, ihe wiring farming loapa at the end of each erves-—
arm, with curions matal and gicss blocke sueponded from the loope. You put
nomething — anything - throush one loor, and &9 it cmergaa, an identiecal trin
emerges from the other loop: it is & duplicator. 'when glemas are diptributed by
mail throughout the States, people atart duplicating dollar bills, Tha inventor
hopep these gadgats will Lring true liberty. Instead they bring true chaos.

To the inventor they bring sleveryr,

Knight, like any senaible ran, quickly tiree of these playthings. He
makes no attempt to introduce any pscudo-seientific justification of the giemoa,
and with a decent haste he turna to shaw us the rew order uehered in by tham, an
ordar whera money is extinct end both master and man arc in bondage to olavery.

In doing this, Knight hae heen extremely vucceasful. When Diock moves to
Bnglea, the real story begiua. Fagles ia a eort of horrifying finishing
collage, a mixturs of West Point, gothic castle and Varsailles. The work at
Eaglea is done by slaves (or sloba) duped by the gismo, aa one of them, Prankie,
explaine: “This morming, they wna two hoatred forty-three of we oxactly. Tou
know last month they was onlt two hun’rzd twelve, the mos‘, but thia month we
doing eo much work to build up tha Long Corridar where it fell down, they need
us bad. We the bes' servan' in Eagles ... lMox® nenrest is lank the carrier,
and I think ther ornly a hun'red, a huntre2 ten of huam.“

Dick makns sn enery of ope Reel alooct &4 8001 aa he arrives, fighte a duel
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with him and knockes him into a fast-moving channel of water from #hich he saves
bim fros drowning. Later, Keel challenges Dick to a curious sort of a duel, a
clinb over the frosty roofs of fagles., He falls to his desth, and Bick only
naxrowly escapea destructionj this is & hair-stirring episode, Later, Dick
Joine a hunt in the territory nearby for a trike of primitives ouspected of
illegally poaseasing and worshipping a gismoi when they find 1t, it is merely e
chriatian croea. On this hunt, Dick eliminates Lindley, obeying orders {rom a
secret gociety which he bas joined. The saciety is dedicated to removing the
injustice of slavery. [ut things go awry; when the revolt breake out, the butoh-
ery 1e appalling. In the end- by my reading - Bick falls back into the old
power-centred way of thinking to which ke was bred, and grossly betraye the
revoluticnaries, There are no doubt other interprotationa, dut in any case
there is about the ending & note of ambiguity pleasing bacause 1t follows from
what has gone befora.

Thia is & critic's book. It lacks the instinctive story-spinning ability
that one sensea in several of the older af writers such as “urray Leinster or
Jack Williamaon. At the erme time, every ecene ie fully reslissd and the
charactera do moat of the author's wovk; it is instructive to compare any of
Knight's acenea with the acene (%0 use a convenient example) in ‘Earth Abidee'
whare Charlie appoars. There, we are not allosed to gather for curselves that
Charlie is bad) Stewart keepe telling us he is, snd the wholc eifect, if read
eeparately and critically - beyond the spell of the book - ia very forced, mainly
bacause the Charlie sprsodo 13 too deeply exbzdded in comrent, in & lazy way
of which Knight would probasly be ashamed.

‘The chief delight of Knightts wark, as noticeable here &8 in hig recent
collection of ahort atories, 'Par Out', ia that he is ohe of the few craftamen
who takes plessure in writirg for the sake of writing rather than for the sake
of working out his atory. A&lthough I am not sugges:ing that this is an un-
paralleled virtue, it doas rean that we get a richrese of textura and defail;
the gmells, the clothes, the food, the sighta, all the incidenta that go o
create a world, rise before us as we read of the great eatmte of Buckhill, or
of Eaglea. Taking an exemple almost at random, savour thia paragraph, which
describes Dick's entry into the kitchen at Buckhill, where a feast is being
prepared.

“Inpgide, 1t wae hotter atill: a coock's infermo of swsat-dvipping ascarlet
noaea, oplattered mprone, curaes, banging pletea, and acullions vnderfoot, he
braathlees air was thick with the smells of duck, goome, pheasant, capon, scuabg
of venison, beef pie, whole sucking pig, brenst of lambj of steamed gysters,
clamwa, giant prawne, lcbaters, soft-shelled crabj of cad, albacore, flound:r,
mackerel, ewordfish, salwon; of competee and savories, sweet-and-sours, cnecaee,
puddings; of bread, rolls, biscuitae, lady fingers, pies, cakes, little amd big.
Greasy kitchen boys with atuffed eyas were hurrying sverywhera; oven foora wers
banging, dishes clattering, men at the edge of their sanity were shouting from
raw throsta. A steel tray went ringing across the floor with @ tinkle of broken
arockery behind it; there was s shriek from the arallest kitchen boy and a torremt
of abuaa fram the cooke. Dick eecized the moment to elip bel:ind arcund a Iong
table loaded with floral centrepiecee (all caclling of hot groase), to the countar
where the cut ch etood, swrr ded by tiny genteel wedges, Diek cut hime
8alf o more subetantial chunk, graaped a pitcher of milk with the ather hand,
and esnaped."

The wit and accurmcy of the kitchen boys with “etuffed eyes* (how else
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could they look with all that heat snd f00d?) ie pleasing, particularly coming
8o 1t does after the intentionally overpowering list of dishes. 1or ie the
detail ovverdone; Dick arrives in the kitchen at the beginning of thes paragraph
and leaves it at the end, conveying thie aense of movement te the writing,
making 1t not merely a eetpiece which could ba left out. Also, by the glippse
of activity we are prepared for the importent feest next day.

A dull book? No, But an unusval one, Our glimpses of the future are so
often confined to barely furniched and dleakly desoribed council halls, corridora,
computor rooms, taveiné or spaceshiv cabins, that inevitably it is disconcerting
to find ouraelves in the kitchens, lavetcries and boudoirs of Damon Knight'a
rick imaginings.

Erian ¥, ildiss.

ROGUE MOON by Alpis Budrys. Gold Medal Books 2/6d,

Thip Yook esems ta havs created quite a stir in of literary circles,
Gordon Dickeon greets it en a new classic of sf and of the 'revealad! novel,
Alfred Bester thinka that it comes very close to realizing hie ideal of science
fiction, He apeaka of ‘vivid Cheractera' and 'overpowering conflictes'. James
Blieh atates unequivocally that it is u masterpiece, and ha ia very fres with
terwo like *..wore then imrreseive: not only @ bequest but a monument', and
'fully reslized work of art'. &nd there ara many others in at laast partial
pgreement with the abave.

By chance I read all cof these comments before reading the book itself. I
was in 8 pleasant frame of mind and prepared to anjoy myself, 1T was greatly
shacked to find upon ¢closing the book, that I was rather unhappy and in eompletc
disagrecpent with the anthorities quated, I feel that I owe to them, 10 Budrye
and to mysslf, the need to find out just why this difference of opinion.

I have had a growing sensation for & long time that Budrye is not dasically
an of writer, and ROGUE MOOX goes a long way towarde proving this. The most
enthusiastic of Pudrys’ acclaimers kseping insisting that he is due to wove
into the mainstream soon, and gocdby and good luck, This comment occurs agmin
and again and I'm sure this is because Pudrys has no real intgrest in af for
itself, For him it is a mevwelous vehicle ta carry his thoughta about people,
life and desth. Particularly death. He likes to play with worde and langusge,
and has found in &f B medium 1o oxercise his interests. Lst us look et the
evidence,

Mechanically this ia the story of 8 strenge elien orsation on ihe mocn, »
'machine' or 'thing' whome sacrets mnaf be uncovered by the U.S. government.
The only reason gver given for this maseivy, expensive and deadly effort is to
get the information defore the Russians do. (A valid cnough reasen for the
politicians and the military, but I would heve like even a few worde es to what
is motivating the scientists.) 'The thing kills anyone who goe¢ into it, and
this problam i» solved by a matter tranemitter that sends duplicetes of men
from earth to explore the thing. The man on sarth maintaine & mental connection
with his duplicste end feels 'himeelf' die. Thie gen¢ratea the sub-theme of the
atorys finding and using & man who can fesl himdelf die over and over again withe
out cracking up. The aub-theme i@ developad by this wan'e reletionship with
the acientist in charge of the project, and the hate-love relztionship to his
girl. This area is vhere Bud-ys' real interesat lies, end ha get BO carried away
with it that he pever finishes the soicnce fiction etory that we bought the
book to Tead. o
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The intention of every one in this book, aa well as the book itaslf, is
suid to ba tha probles of the moon-thing. What is it? We must mow? After
what must be the highest pedestrian mortality rate in the knowsn universe, two
Ren ¢o manage to penetrate the thing and come out elive., Hoo-ray! End of
atory.

That ig the thing® What does it 4o? What have we dimoovered? Adbsolutely
nothing except that it looks different to different people - vomething we knew
in the first few pages, This ie cheating, & special kind of chsating we are all
familiar with, This ie Lovecraft's thing 'too hideous for human ayes to dshold'
and Merritt's oolour 'never bafore seen'. This is fantasy and emotion and
impact - but it 18 not scienca, Pudrys hae promiscd tut not deliverad.

Ferhaps beceuse he was pot oavable of dslivering, or wore likely because he
didn*t really care, This was not the story he wae interested in wTiting., He
eees his people and the moon-thing as symbols, to be manipulated in an artifioial
panner t0 gain a praconceived end, This givea the critic who ia intereated in
this sort of book (James Blish for instance) & fiz!d &sy of supposing, connect-
ing, interprating and the like, The immature love raelatispshipe don't trouble
Blish,and the fact that he thinks the charecters are all raving med doesn't
bothar him iv tha slightest. There are plonty of rireworks, romen candles and
literary catherine wheels in this story, but when T shield my eres egainst the
glare and look to sea who ie 1oldirg them vp I find there aren't any paop-e
there at all - just those two-dimenasional cardhoard images you find in frent of
theatree.

Be advised, TIf you enjoyed Kafka's THE CASTLE and think thak Joyce's
ULYS3ES 19 the cleagsic of our time, you will gein a grest deal of plsssure from
ROGUE MOON. If, however, you feel that e story has certain obligations to
fulfill: esuch as molving a problem - not pretending to solre it. Or of building
up a great character conflict betweeh two zan - th2p nct resolving it, I you
wieh to find thie attitude to a novel, you will net finl it ir ROGUE IMOOF and
will put it down with & very unpleacant gencation ia your mcuth.

This is a pity. Baceuse Budrys has a writing talent that he hes gone to
great trouble to polish. Iut he has bitten off t20 big & lump to chew well,
and some parts of this hook are thorcughly urdigested. He would de better
advigsed to try the painstream novel people keop taiking about. He should do
it well.

1 oan add only one clesing word of advica that mey ring on d2af ears,
though I hope not. Love end death are fipe topics - but we must not weke them
a precocupation. ‘There ers ather themes, and it right be an inssres*ing exper-
iment if ha should try a etory on c¢ne of thece themes -~ any cne as long ap it
evoided death, A change of pacs is sorely neecded, and even Shakeapeare didn't
mind including a comedy 8cene or two in his gloomieat tragediee. & little
lightness would have worked wonders witb ROGUE MOON. Budrys i3 a very serious
fellow with one eye always on the grave no wstter what he is writing. He
should try writing a few jokes, This ig not as incredidle as it scunds: L.
Sprague deCamp, one of the most serious men alive, Las enjoyed a reputaticn as
a humorist. Constant siudy, the recording of all jokes h: hears (a3 well aa
& figure that shows the leugh-rcaction of the audience) has worked wonders with
his storias.

How about it 4.J.7 The next time your tvo gleomy gravadigzers bend o
their morbid task, how about the Landle of the shovel crasking on thy fivet
atroke and the broken end ¢atching corpse-carrier nuamber two right in the arae?
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Thie would really dreek them up in the rural areas - apnd we draw our readers
from all over.

Barry Barrieon.

STRANGERS IN THI UNIVERSE bty Clifford Simak. Paenther Books, 2/6d.

Kingsley Amia has called Simak 'ecience fiotion's religious writer!, at
which thought Simak himeelf hes hooted with joy end elapped hia knes, But I
am temptad to aprec with Amis. Sir Julien Buxley orote RELIGION WITEOUT
REVELATION as if he had Simik in mird. Groping for apother word that aight
degoribe Simak I can find only bumsns or humanistio or asgionete. Though
I think I'1l settls for religious - with the Huxley meaning, that is.

Hare ara saven storiee, ¢ld frienda to the dediceted reader, but no elighter
for being familiar, Ard the typically Simakian eir of compassionate understand.
ing is through ihem mll. Even the villains in WIRAGE aren’'t as bad as they lik o
to tbink. WNot that his wen can't be atrong #nough when need be, The hero of
SEIRMISH lnaves no doubt of that. There ie an undarstanding of life here «
human and alien ~ that other -riters might well study. The atories themeelves
are uniformly good without a ciipker in the lot., Thia in itdelf i9 well worth
the half-orown.

If Siwnrk has a weakmess, it 18 9n his prectical solence. I hate to mention
comething 20 trivial to the man »ho heo spenned galaxied: tut w little rereading
of basic phyesios would ba rewsrdirg. You can't break a sesled tube and have the
vacuup “puff out", Hor can gyroucopes provide gravity - unless you are riding
the rim of one., I'm not an absclnte porist, but I do feel that lapees from
known acience oan ruin the sense of reality a writer is trying to oreate,

Bat don't let ry minor complaint put you off. fThis book ia good.
Harry Earrisom.

THZ MALE RESPONSE by Brien sldisms. Barcon Bocka.

If you like the® variety of modern humour which ie pot 80 funny when you
think gbout iby, than gat hold of thie book a8 scon as you can, The publishers
blurge describes it es a story which is “destined to become the top ADULT
science fiction novel of the year..." Thie is very misleading as it hee only
a marginal cormexion with ef. ‘len ve read & littls later that it describes
"how & young Englishran copzs with the pagan paspiond und primdtive pervereiona
of today'e torrid continent (Africa)..." we know that ADULT means sexy. Woll,
it's certainly sexy, but not in quite the way thie rubbish suggests. The dreamed
{I imagine) cover by an ‘ertist' suffering from frustrated adclescant ewx-
phantasi¢s, has no Telévance whatsoever to the book, and is so rewalting in
itaelf, that it is a great pity Mr. 41dise 43 unable to eue Bsacon Books for
defanation of charscter!

Tha story relates the adventures of an enti-hero, Soames Noyes, who is sant,
togather with a8 number of technicians <o Goya, Afrieca's firat completely
independant atate, to inatall and start up en ivmensely complicated oomputor =
Onilateral'e Apostle iavl: IT, This is the cf bit. Exciterent rune high from
the beginning whan the eircralt carryirg the ill-fated group oreshes in the African
jungte, Soames, along with 3 technician, Teapletor, and Jimpe, the President of

% A{torial note - this 18 & tyTo en the part of the reviewer tut it seamed o

apt that I've left it inl s



Goya's son, are reoycued with the Apostle Mk.IT intact, At the piot 1evel the
story is then concerned with thoir attempte to mezembla the oomputor in the
most improbable conditions, and the machinations of varicus factione within the
rapublic either to make capatal out of it, or to prevent ite construction at s11.
The opponent-in-chiel is onc Dumyami, the head witchdoctoer, who very much
resanta the new mwagicl The:e is a very fine farcicial climav when Dumyami
damanda that the Apostle Mk,II shall decide the fate of the mimersble Scames.
It would be unfair to reveal too many of the details of the story am thers are
60m2 eXtrewely amusing surpriees, as well ae gome that are pretty sinister.
However, Soames ip carried along on the wings of chance, so to spesk, until his
fortunes reach quite a high peak.

Huch satirical humour is producad at the expense of the rival factions in
Coyanspe politics -~ Portugess, Indian, Chinese, native; in fact, the capital,
Usbalathorp, is rife with every kind of vice, corruption and doubla-dealing you
can think of. ©Sach interestad party feela that there ie one sure way into
Soames' favour, i.e. to pzcdice some desirably beddable virgin for him,
usually e favourite daughter - this goes for the ex-patriot clergyman ss well e
the head of tho palsce lsundry! The general atmoaphere of  rather sesdy
corruption, auddle and practical incompetenocc linked with ® cortain nasive
aptimien mmongst the netives, is not unlike SCOOP, but, whereas Waugh ia alsogt
entiraly concerned with farcicel eatire, Aldiss ie wuch more ovoncerned with
obaracter, or at least humen nature. Trus encugh, emergent Africen nationalism
T80eives its fair phare of often hilarioue ridicule, but we ere never allowed
to forget that thers ie e pinister dark power in this primitive world by whioh
Soamss 18 gradually saguced - if that is the right word.

It might be more wocurate to may that he is made aware of =lemente in his
nature which he did not know existed, for Scamea is a paor eart of fish, and here
1468 the tragady of the stnry. Scames is the failure of a system, or a society.
fBe ie B middle-clase, inteliectual, self-conacicus Fnglishren, a Manchester
Cuardian man, who likee bie civilised comforts. He is not really fittad for
any kind of constructivs life, either et home or in Africa. At the sawe time
he ie not really eure who ha is, or where hie responsibilities and loyalties
lig, His paat life and upbringing have been a sham. He ia painfully insonsitiva
to the feelings of the people he meets - this is well illustrated by his ham-
fisted treatment of Grace Picket. [He is not s completly loat sonl, but most of
bis self-realiantion comes too lates He feels the strange attraction of the dark
aide of Africe: "Not only time and colour chenged as one yielded wp to the arma
of the equatar, but life itself, urd one‘s attitude to life." Somathing worth-
whila ia there in this lien continent for the Westerner to find, unfortunately
Soamas i® not aguipped to deal with it when he does find it.

Such sarious themea 1im hehind this comic movel about Africa. Although it
i¢ not ef, 1t is worth noting that there ere pagsages of deecription that are
inspired by an af attitude, and thie ie aleo trua of the orientation of the astaxry
and tha author's analyeis of hia charactars. This, however, would provide
materisl for an article rather than a hoak review. THE WALE RESPONSE, ia, ehall
ws say, & book in the mailnetream of satirio fiction which will ba of apeoial
intereot ta tha of davotse - and not merely bacaunse it has bean writtsm by
Brian Aldims.

G.D. Doherty.

PALLEN STAR by Jamas Blish. PFour Squara Booke.

Wa expect & bhook wration hy James Blish to offer eomathing cut of the
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ordinary in the way of sf: FALLEN STAR ia certainly not a dieappointment. A
great deal of the atory is concermed with the afforts of the Second Weatarn
Polar Expedition to gst iteelf orgunised and under way, It is 2ed by an
cccemiric explorer, Geoffrey Bramwell-Parnaworth and his luscious, publicity=
oonscious wife, Jayne. The axpedition haa besn sponsored by the IGY, scmewhat
reluotantly, since it is not at all ¢lear whether or not Farnaworth'e fundamentul
interaats are in science or edvertisingl

45 far as the IGY is concerned, the party 1e bound for the North Pole to
carTy out resaarch into aceano@:’aphy, the &arth's In;rmt:lum, to monitor the
firat oarthesatellite etc., but th hes & p b icn., He ie not
in the leastinterssted in the IGY programme, but 1s quite mury that he is going
to find mateoric evidence for his pet theory that the estervid balt im the residual
detris from a disintegrated protoplanet. After a number of arduous and very
well-writter advantures, he has his avidence all right, but with horrid
consequences, To reveal theo would epoil the ending. However, this novel does
not fade eway into an anti-alimex, but maintaine ite intereet to the very last
page.

The whole story is reslistio and convinoing. Most of it, by far, describes
the misfortunas of an ill-fated polar expedition - one faels that all of it
could be true. The oharacters, partioulerly Julian Cole, the narrator, and
indead moat of the main protagonists, ars vary wall realised (a pleasant change
to be able to may that{) and ths background to the prees, the Pole, and the
world of high presaure pubdblicity is absolutely convincing. Incidemtally, Blish
diaplays an immense fund of scientific information which ie hrought in ¢asily
and not thrust down one's throat. The affeot 1s to graduslly busdld up the {xprese-
jon thet wa are reading & documentary ascount of a perfeotly cana seientific
expedition which has mada Bome quite human errore of Jjudgment and suffering ratber
@ore than ita fajir share of bad luck. The personal attrections and mntipathies
of the characters are set off against this background, and the whola thing ia
written in B style which seems just right for a narrator who ia a profossional
sciance corrospordent - & contributor to the Scliemtific imerieant

Of course, we are made aware by hinte, the tanor of conversation and so
on that something is wrong. This starte early, but ia not overdene; a tgchnigue
favoured by aome writere of good ghost atories. We are woed inte ecoepting the
truth of the narrative whilet the suspenas is slowly mounting to an intolerable
degree, Yaen the finsl climax does at laat arrive 1% ia very powarful and horribly
plausidie,

Thia is a first-rats sf novel containing exoellent charsotorisation and
comptruction, in fact one of the best I have read for @ long time. I only wish
there were more 1iks 4t.

G.Ds Doherty.

All the books Teviewed hera, and indeed any of book you might want, oan
be obtained through Fantast {Medway) Ltd., 75 Horfolk St., Wiebech, Cambs.
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FANZINE REFRINT from TRIOLE i6.

I somatimea wonder what I would do in cesw of fira.

¥hen I really stop to think cbout it, of coursa, Y realise that the locetion
of the fire would have quite an effect on my reactions So, for that matter,
wonld the date, Take Nero's fire for inetance - the one that destroyed the
major part of Rome, raged for several days and had vaet droves of people fleeing
underground to escape not only the fire but Nero's murderous soldisra who wers
roaming the streets as well. It must have been a dilly of 1 fire, mnd I didn't
gt to hear about that one wntil lopg after it was all over. To bs perfectly
bonest, I don't know juat what I would have dome adout it if I had heard of it
earlier, but it Sen't nice to feel left out of theee things aven if you'rs not
going to do amything sbout thew. The more I think about it the more hurt and
offanded I am et being left cut of it; Isuppose you can't really expeot a payoh-
opathic 01d Roman emperor to ke anything other than selfish about hia lyre-
escompanied holoceuats, but it cuts me to the quick all the zame, You just
wait, Nero; one day 1 will heve & goddarn fire of =y o, and you won't k=
invited - it'll ba a bigger ons than yours as well, and I ¢hall heve the whole
Boston Symphony Orcheatra to play an accompaniment to it, So there.

There oné fire T woitld rather have been at than the fire of Rome though,
but I would ® been very likely to get into & whola heap of trouble ut it,
and i1t is perhaps just as wsll thet I never kmow about it until muoh, much
loter. The fire T wean is the mighty holocaust there must have besn shaen that
crazy old feke Chinese amperor anticipated Ray Bradbury by several ceanturies
and had a1l the booka burnad so as to destroy all the avidenas that he wasn't
the emperor, I know what 1 would have done &t that fire all right) I
would heve been running eround like crazy throwing buckete of water sll over
the place, trying to carry off pilsa of books and generally behaving like some
demented eoul in Hadea - a description that would have bean near emcugh to the
truth to meke no difference. After that, I daresey, I should have tried to gain
an audiance with the o0ld fuka emperor to try and prove to him the arror of hia
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ways by ocutting out hie intestines mnd sdvanzlirg hin with tham, I can evan
surmise what would have bhaprened after t, Dot I prefer not to if you don't
pind. Yes, i% is perhaps as well that I wmen‘t able to be precent at that parw
ticular fire.

1 dién't get invited to the Great Fire of London either. (I don't want
you to get the id¢n that I am & pyrocenias or anything like that: I ad not.
I freely sd=mis that I like 2 good fire as =uch as the next e, btut probadly
n0 wore. Why, I can evan walk past the most delightful fires without zo much
as faltering in my stride if Ihappen to be on vy vuy to wonething hetter, much
23 & @eal or a tookshop. This isn't juat the sort of optimiatic boast that you
often hear frex incurable addicts either., I it 18 true, becaude I
wzlved pest delightful fires, firem euite wi? mar or blemish, with parfeot
nonchel znca: or at least, T have tried to, and the fact that I &idn't walk
atraight pset ther: out had t¢ pake datowrs of up to half a mila or =0 to get
past they was dae T0 no feult in sy charzcter but nerely to & etaunch
detearmination on the part of the prmi..ing polioe oifNoers not to lat me walk
straigat paat, Then I started this article I had a definite idea in mind
other than jvet licking my lipe over tll these juioy fires, ari no doudt if
you will henr nith pe long encugh we shall meet up with the original peint I
was geing to Lring up, somcshere elong the way end you w411 then recogmive all
these paseing Conflagrations s were ftravts in the wind.)

But sbout th...a Creat Pirs of Londos) 89 1 w29 saying, I didn't get invited
to thas either. [!ulling this thing over thoroughly now for the firamt time in
my 1life, I a» teyiondne to think that pethaps come person or crganisa‘ion is
deli‘:mtul} endesvouring to keep ma avyy from all thede majoy fires, You may
regard thie an just 14 s feacy, tut leok at the evidence, I didn't get to
hear abou:t Newe'n fire until it wax £17 over; al) right « & mise one big
fire ecuid be ztacs dad luok. I dfdn't heat excut the Cainese conflagration
until yeare af tarmerdy; ali right - a oczbinniicn of bad luck and coincideace.
Dnt I dign’t hesr mhout either the Great Fire of I~ndom or the OGreal Rire of
Caioago unitl tiey wera all ever and tidied wp eiiner! 4Gc¢ wiss two, or perhaps
evan three, big fires, ocul? perhaps be Pt dswn 2 ebeer volncadence - but o
wlag pll the dig fires? T asik you; ~0onld tha' po2cibly be meore coincidance?
No, I perpdiy hivwk eo. There Im Sonsthirg Behind It All.  4nd whoever, or
whatever, ihey ora, they ase r> emall f¥y; there ic sowebody with Influsnoce in
tae plo%. T2 5 vay of thinking it muei have oozt them & trovendous amount of
ro'ey to lea; ye svay frep all the eajor fires over a poriod of et lesat a couple
of thoneand yeev3, bui T have to adwit they ¢pent thelr money well. Whoover
hex Teen pald 4o do the job has gertainly done it with somuendsble afficiency
(o741 eay tats alihough I reeard him as ny ency), for the fact is indisputable
tlizt he ha2 kept mo away frow &ll the zajor firea, ngeelly, though, They have
been rore derdous fi.an necessity demanded, what I pean ie, if They had simply
code 9long to me ot offered pe all that maney that They have ¢pent in & round-
atoat 50y o Koo né from thade fires, I would gladly have stayed away from the
fires of my om 1'rer wll, I would have felt betiter about it too.

I% woull mIil te easimr to undaratand too 1f I knew shy They are sc anxious
to keep me exey STon the peelly big turm-upa. I reckon for thea o go to all
that “Toulle and ox,.519¢ to meke sure that I an never on the spot when oue of
these 213 fires Brecks out, thera must be 8no pretty cognant reason for it,

1% maw e teat I heva some pors of hiddwa Wiid Talent in comnecticn with firce
that oven T (o't dmow edbous. Pethars 4f I sbould ever be on the spot waen a
really nsjor helosausi tresks out, £cae hi Xherto dormant eseoiien of wy brain
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¥ill comwe into operation and douae the whole thing instantaneously by purely
mentql means. It may bej Iwouldn‘t know, but if it im so, do you realima what
that ceans? It means that They want these fires to happen! Wot only do Thay
want them to happen, They take the most fantastic pains that nothing ehall
interfere with the inceasent raging of the fire., Frobebly what They are paying
0 keep me away fram the scone of theae fires i9 & mere flea-bite comparad to
vhat They are getting for niking sure that the fires teks place. By Ghod, there
are hidden depthe in thia thing! This means that They ars either making some
diract profit ocut of the burming down of large ¢ities and o on, or elae Semeche
Elas ie paying Them to do it! The mind boggies,

In thia vese They are mere sub-contractors, =.d no wore the Master Minds
behind the thing than i the man Thoy pay %o kaep me awey from the fires! 7het
a aimplston I was to ever think that They weTe the Big Boys; I cun see mow that
They are mere miner employees and the whole scheme ia run from much Bigher Up.
Eetping me mway from thee: firem, of course, is jus$ one of ths unimportant
Jdetaile taken cars of by ths Sub-Contractora. Probably the reel Bosses don't
know that I em being kept cwayj they may not evan know that I exiet. Probably
if they did kmow they would approve of my being kept away, because afier all there
must be gome reeson for it, 8o I wouldn't be any better off if it waa brought to
their notice, but all the same it might be worth trying. Suppoae I started a
really Big fire of my own - London again, (thers would be mome poetic justice
in that) or New York, or Moscow - without Them kncwing ebout 4t. I would lock
away while 1t got nicely going « just sbout half the city gone, say - and then
turn end look out over the mighty holocaust. My Hidden Talant would be sure to
ovme into operation then and dia the whole thing cut in three seconde flat,
much ta the amazement of the deapairing and panicestricken fire brigades, Thea
I would just wait around and see vhat happened. They would be flabbergasted
of courasy not having arranged the fira Tremselves They would be unsble to
undaratand how it had ever come about, and, even more mysterious, why it had
suddenly been extinguished. The Bosses would want to know that tooy a ing as
big an that would ba bound to come to their notice., They would ask awkward
questione of the Sub-Contractors. They (the Boseee) with their widar experience
of the whole luginess, would realisme imedivtely vhat must have happened. Thay
would instruct the SubeContractors to find me anc bring me to them, Then I
would be able to tell them juet whet I thought of the whole tusinese and make
my own torms for etaying away from future conflsgrations, The more I think
about it the more I 1ike the idee.

Thezs is just one drewback, of courss, To have carried on Their business
a1l thia time without interfetence They must have plenty of influence in the
right placea. I suppoma thera is just a chance that They might tumble ¢o vhat
had happened, find me¢ strsightaway and have rc arrcated and removad from tne scene
of the fire just @e though [ wes e pyromaniae or something. ¥y Hidden Talent
wouldn‘t heve time to come into operation then, the whole ¢ity would bwum domn,
Thay would consost some lying atory to tell thae Bosses and probably svem get u
bonum for slipping in a gratuitouvs fire, the Boseea would never get to know ambout
ae, and I would probably he put away to sarve & twanty year jail sentence,
which would only aid Them by keaping me &way from any other dig firss during
that time. 1 suddenly reslis¢ the enormous rioks involved in etarting a Big
Fire of my owm; haell, I don't kmow what to do!

I otartad out to say that I sowmztimee wondar what I would do in ¢ass of
a fire at home -~ whioh of ms solence-fiotion tooks and wagazires I would try to
seve, and 60 on, but somehow it doeru’'t seen to malter any more.
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Howard Leigh, 177 Iffley Rosd. Oxford.

People alweys look back on the past and say "ah, the Good Old Daye”. Some-
how things always loock better when they are gone tihan when they are actvally
with ua. Taks f'rinetance the edvent of modern art. Did anyone, apart from a
few with foresight, approve of modern art? No, They said it conldn't be good,
or,; well, not s good es art used to ba., And @xaztly the same with other thinge.
S0, I believe, it is with ef, I perscpally do not considar that af ie
reaghing the heights it reached, in say the war and poet-var periode. Kevarthe-
leos it is stlll GOCD. It is simply that it is chenging its direction,
Particularly evident, I feel, ia the rend towards better style in writing.

The problem of thoae people ®ho join for cne year, and then let their sub
lapse, must surely dbe locked at from & different angle from the one you ohose,
Before you cen begin to wonder why thay heve left, you must know why they joinasd
in the first place. Thie is, of course, difficult. I feel that a lot must join
because sf has a momentary appeal to them, sp & result of reading some sf from
their local library, and perieps an occasional prozine. Thay thersfore join the
BSFA mainly deceuss of the library mervice, and finding that their initial
enthusiasm dies ewsy, do mot bother to Tencw their membermhip, I know ¢f ¢na
person who has done this. Rot, of courss, that tbis is sufficient evidence on
which to base & general inference, but I feel that this is u fairly acourate
reagon. Quite honeatly, I don't feel that this tronsitory rection of the
meabership ie any ceuse for alarm. The BSFA eppears to have a sound nucleue of
mewbara, who sre perasnently faseinated by the futurs of the organisation.

Bob Parkingson's a-ticle ¢n Ha)l Clement wes moet intereeting, Could I
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put in a plea for more of the eawe? A mipilar discuseion of Van Vogt f’'rinstunce.
However, 1 cannot bring mysclf to say that I like Hal Clememt. The first of his
atories I remd was "Misaion of Cravity" which I would claes 83 the baat novel

Hal haes ever written. Unfortunately the reat of hie work left me cold. Firetly
I fest thet they are too much of a muchnems; hie style of writing bores me to
tears; his characters don‘t live; the stories don't move at more than & snail'e
pace. mly in “Migzeion of Cravity" mere thcse faults at a minimum, T do not
deny that the inventivenass (from the acientific viewpoint) of his etoriee i®
aomathing remarkable, Unfortunately this does not meke a story acceptable for
me.

1 too muat support Jeen Graman in her defence of Richard Watheson’s "“Bern
of Man and Women', Persors'ly I like Richard Watheeon’s stories, nearly as
auch aa Brian’s. I do not think he reachea Prian's stendard by eny means, for
his plota are BO often rather wenx, and often poorly developad. Neverthelenms,
he holds me entrenced in almczt the same way as Siurgeon does. Yot that I am
comparing Matheson with Stw‘goon, it's just that titeir storiea have the same
effact. In the long run the!, Matheson's storiee fade away quictly from my
menory, whereass those of Sturguon and of sereral others of the top sf authore
linger on.

Re Pred Hunter's lettcr. I mist endorse everyvthing he eays on GeofT
Doharty'e article. 3But Ceoff is >ight wher ke claims that Wells, and to a lesser
axtent Verne, a4 beirg the true progenitors of ef. Fred's comment on of glmmicks
¥iz., pon-existence dees nch ieply ioposeibility, reminds we of tha atiitude of
Eany scientists to vnueval ideas. Anything that doea mot Tit into the currently
accapted idesa of sciencs 13 for meny scieriists, farcicel. For some of the
poptulates of sf though, definite evidence can be produced ageinst them, O(ma
in perticular, comes to mind - that of contraterrene watter.although particlee
of the same eize and maes of protons and electrons, but of opposita charge, have
bean datected, they are of such fantmatically emall atability relative to pormal
atomic particles, that the shole concept of s“able ct metter, cespite ita
mpparent feasidility, 46 peobsoly false, Rotice I don't say impoesidle: I an
in no pasition to be dog~atic, However, I can alss produce an axcellemt argu-
ment {or rather my tutor in Theoretical Chemistay ean) egainst the existence
of et matter, Litovige time travel and fitl travel,

#(* T don't like modar- art either! Or, that being a aweeping statement,
1 don't like the brlk of shat posass fer art theas days. Ditto for modern cof.
Take for instavca the Pebrurry Analeg (U3 elition), I zecogmise only two names
in it, Campbcll's and thet of ihe lerd etory writcr, Reymwond F. Joaes. The
roat are unknowne, and having read their stories 1 hope they stay that way.
Even the Jones story ie rather poo», it hes a plat based on a recent Campbell
editorial, = la Deen drive, and A couple of etories Jomee wrote in the eaxly
fifties. And those emrlier storiea got the point over better and were entertain-
ing as well, The beat part of Analog now ia the editorial, and even that palls
whan it turns up t¥v or three iasugs later, expanded, with charectere, dull
reading in the oxireme, 1 ¢ddn’‘t start reading of for 1ts elick writing but
for its ideas, its a pity the authors don't use any anymore.

Host puople whe join tihe BSF. are expecting acmething, when thay don’t
gat it thoy don't remew, Ve provide certamin fasilitiea. [4'a obrvicus that
these aran't what they expeated. What gripes me is that inotead of telling na
what they expected so thet se 4an consider providing it they juat leave, a8
oute ag thry came, 1 thiul there is rlenty to get alarmed about, Tha rotential
memberahip 1s low encuch as it is. Cconsider - of the general publie few rasd
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ef. Of these few only some are cmazourcd erough to pay out any amount of
money to buy and collect the stuff, end fewer still will pay out for mhat ism,
in effect, an aspociation ifem, the BSFA. And we only mannge to retain about
half of thes because thoy don't [ind whataver it is tbat thoy expesct to find
in it. 1hat's causc enough for some soul pearchirg.

Articlea like that on ¥al Clement will be published In VECTOR only 1f they
are esubniticd to VECTGR! T can't prin® «hot hash't been written.

Talk ebout dsrming with raint praise. WHatheson's weak plots were what
Brain wss complaiming aboudi.

Of course ¢t matter ia unsteble in thc presccnoe of normal mattar, and
vice versa, Lut that doeen't have any baaring on it‘s chance of cxistence away
irom norsal matter. Your Chepigstry tutor had betier watch his stop - making
dogmniic siaterents elout eopuono clae's spesiaiity ie frowmed upon in scientifio
circiea. acd & esen to recall an execellent arguient 'proving' the ilmposeibility
of heavier-than-air flight coning fros en smincnt sstrovomer eround the turm of
the centary.  *)F

EBob_Beriinson, 52 Mead Td,. Chaltenhen,

After having finisbed the most atvions reeding for me ( and sulpbur is
epelt with a U, page 8), I ceoe to pege 11 and the more resdable style of
Eingaley Axie.

Bccm?  That wee Bob Parkinson resuming nuzlser teeting, and the particular
target jor thie one ia Anis’ commemt “,.,.,the fallacy wiiclh ¢sy» that the human
ming ard l'uodn society may eovedsy ha fhc objActs of ~en! sciantific study.
This 15 innonceivable....™ Hiybe 53, but it alag happems %0 be actomplished
fact, Oce Fes only to read Vonce Prckard's "ihe Hiddin Persusders" to reallee
that eur acticne end the reasons for tacr sre tie object of one of the more
detalled aciartific investizations of our thwe. ¥itivational Rerearch is already
gb-titled 1 1 Incineering', end the peychologisss avound thiz Univeceity
{Nottingher) arve slready eraplairing ahout the wiovek of ecientifls wark thet
comen into thneir coursz. Limiticdly thero e 2% yat o 8clid bockgroumd af
mathesatical theory in thic rodon, Wi that too is provaviy oxly & mattar of
time. Cartzinly the lack of enything butter than ejatisiizal oethod dese not
excluds it frox seierce, ery .org than ajular cornaiderations sxclude biology.

Her T dan't s that there ml! ¢vsr be 3 science of 'Sociodyanics’
which will ta sble to oredict the behav.yw of cvery pereon in & huzen soclety.
For a pturt there 13 probably an eficct znalesous to the Heisemtaorg Uncertsinty
Principle, and in enr case, no acierce is eomprehensive, fociology 1s almost
certainly as infinite & fiald ao, for ipstance, physice { though &ven here 1 have
A anerking euspicion that soweona is edout to/haa proved that rhyeloe is a
finite, albeit large fiald). Towever, it i@ zlwaye a stupid sction o make
dogmatiz atatementa about wist selence mway net inveatigate. Chances arae, that
somecre 18 alraady werking on 1%, soweone r¥ho haos never heard of, and who haa
pno regnent for, your pergonal npinien3. I gneas it muet come hard to outeiders
who are uzed fo haviaz g mcre or less ctable floor under their feet, but you
can gnese 1LE cawed a lot rougher to thoee within the field.

So #rze ccnsiders thie & threat to hie freedon does he? So does Yance
Packard, »nd 20 do T {or that matier., Pud you can't get out of it merely hy
=ishine #t .a:a*'t ihere. Taie is e *hing that you hava to live wita, even if
ae fuell arz very uncomfortarla co-n!\a.*éi;ns. The woxrk of the Motivational



Research peopls, for instance, muggests thet our fres will is coreiderably more
lixdted than we would like, and that most people nover bother to use 1t really,
When did you lust exercise youra, and ¢en you ever be certain you know shat it
really ia? With these consideratiora, why should we be interested in fresdon
when wa don't really inow how to operate 1t7

#(# Lightening can kill, as ean mitting in the elsatric chair, but &
this moment I'o typing under en eleotri¢ light and the radio is on providing
@ soft musical beokground. The lawn and forcea of the univeree sre neuirezi,
its the use to which they are put we ghould worry about. The study of tha
human mind will, in my opirion, open the way to quite & mumbar of possibilities
for cur future - to a T4gid opinion-control dictatuorship, to aducational
tachniques which will premote individuality without anti-mocinl tendancies, eto.
With nowledgs aémes oontrcl, with ¢ontrol comes choioe, and the choice i ourm.
Tha riaks af learning are high, btut thats life.®)#

1'4 like to eay right2way how muoh I agree with what Joe Patyrizio had to
eay in VECTOR 14 sbout introspeotion baing saround tsc much in sf. Bui efier
thumbing through my mags anui thinking a bit, I've come to the c¢onclusion that
what the real matter with of at the mowmt is not thaet there's ico much of any-
thingt it'v that thara are things misaing whicn zhould be thera. I've got mome
ideas on what these missing fictors may be. They're not at all originel, Wt
they do have the virtue cof being simple.

I'd eay the following thinge wers lacking ir modern fmritioh) ef s-
a) Sex
b Humour

and o) Horroz.

I peintain that these things ere fundemental to any really good story.
I've often rend things euch as "pecole who want dirt buy dirt, snd peopie who
want of buy af" - dmplying that anything remotely sexunl in an adult way has no
place in af, 4And when I recad assethzpg like that, I want to juay on the type-
writer of the 1diot who wrote it. Phat's wrong with eex enyway? I don't kmow
about other people, but I for one would like to read sexy sf gtories.

ind then naxt, humenr, I like %0 laugh. Moot people do., But you ocan't
do it vary oftsn, resdtng Pritish 2f., If Zrio Frank Ruscell managas to vork up
sudpendv and yoit gete you laughing, how come noboiy slse can do 1%? £nd then
thirdly, horror - or more specifically, B.E.JL.s, I to Tead ntories adbout
aliens and Beasts and Things which uenace the BEarth: I may be in & minority of
one here, but I like B.E.M.». 4nd I do not rant to read wiy more morbid,
immensely profound , psychelogicsl worka which get nowhere and do nothing except
8ot on gy wick, They're dry, all dry es hell, and dead into the bargain. You
pigk them up and the duat falls off tham all over the place.

S0 once again I eay: lote have Sex, lats heve Fumour, and lets have Horror -
and leta have planty of them!

*(* Pravo! I'm glod to find eoneone #1lse who Teads sf for it's antertaina
ment value rather than for sociel oriticism or profound thought, Sf, the
taohnolagicel fairy etory, not tha sugar goated pill, for te tno *)*
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Don R. Smith, 228 Highan lane, Nuneston, Warwiokehire.

I note with eoxe nostelgic twinges the troudla you are having in finding
voelunteers for the various offiolal poste. I oennot offer any merious help in
thie problem, mot even to tell you what I raguire from the BSPA. The only thing
I require is the library service, and the comprehensive catalogue which delighted
oy eyes with Y14 hag shown me quite clearly that thero is more of thie than I
ahall ever hava time to make use of. {I am still, in epite of veliant efforte,
two imsues bahind with ASF.)

I thought it wus tha unset of sanile denay which was reaponeible for my
forgatting the sf storiea I read slmost before I‘va finished them, but I ses
from the Secretary’s Heport that othars suffer too. Maybe there is eomething
the matter with the stories themselven. Cortainly I find myself in no hurry to
read Anslog these days - not the fiction mide of it anyway. T do read the
fectual articles at once, and also the editorials - though usually disagreeing
etrongly with the latter. The etories - I don't kmow what's lecling; they're
well enough written, the charactere are plausible, the plots mdeguate and sven
often refleating contemporary problema (if that is a virtue). Maybe they're
too damn smooth, too bourgeois. Perhans sci¢nce-fiotion is getting too
Tegpectable, o that it im getting smothered in literary conventicns and baneming
one with the great wass of competent profassional fietion chmxrmad out by writers
well-trainad in the literary disciplinea for tha graater profit and glory of
the publiehing megnates. But the old-age effeot is #til) & {enabla theo:y.
Perhaps sf sheuld ¢nly be read by the young, whose imaginations are still vivid
enough to feel the thrill of wandering in the lands of fantasy. But if that is
the case, why con't I etop reading and re-reading "The Lord of the Ringa"?

Hal Claxent 19 ¢na modern vcience fiation writzr vho I can enjoy, poeeibly
becanse I dote on technical detail, Thai may ba mnothor grurble ebout modern
ecience flotion, tov many authors seem to think of peychology and ite relstions
as being the only form of science worth corsiderirg as anything nere than back-
ground - apart, in inalog, from eomething ¢alled peicnics, formerly referred to
as the Fairy Godmother. I think it's another result of the literary boye
etepping in to ehow the technical clodpoles how to write storiza properly, ae
epproved by the writing eohools. It would be intercsting eome time t6 oompile
a liet of really mamorable stories writtenm by euthors who were wciantiets first
:nd writere sscond, and compare it with the list for ¢qually marcoreble scismce
fiction written by profssaional authora.

The book reviews oontinue to ba my favourite part of VECTOR. Apart from
tha Penguin anthology, which I already bave, I am attraoted by The Green Sunse,
rspelled by the length of Atlas Shrugged, indifferent to the Soviet anthology,
repellad by The Giant Stumbles. 411 very useful,

'(* be menile deacky is the answer, but in the stories rather then the
Teaders. ‘x*

Roy Eay, 91 Craven Street, Bivkemhead, Cheshire.

Wae very intereated in Bob Parkineon'’s article om Hal Clement., Thia ie
the sort of thing I would like %0 ses more of in VECTOR.

Mat Wllia, of course, very nearly ran swny with all honsurs, entertain-
mént-wise, But when tha fanzine reprints gat to be better than anything elms,
Fou Btart to wonder....
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The lettexr tov I enjoyed....all five of them. I can't (ind anyone to
argus with. Ty can't more psople gtart an argument in a letter?

‘The book reviewn, I always rend and e&njoy the reviewa in YECTQR. Let's
bave more from Barry Barrison. By the way, does Harry remembor Lymington's
TV play 'The Right of the Big Beat'? He slsc publimhed it as & nowel guite
recently. It's all sbout what beppens to the people of a ema’'l rural village
whan a fantssatig best wave hite them. Everyone ie eweating all ovar tha place,
espacially the girle. Then, all of a eudden, B flying esucer lands on the willege
green, S0 all the villagers barricade thecsalves in ths local, There they are,
pome with their backa to the Jdoor, trying to Lesp out whatever is pushing from
the other side. In spite of a2l their offorts a hugn terrifying pspier-mache
olaw foroes iteslf round the side of the door. Ind of part fwo. I think
everything ende happily #ver altar, but I forget how. 1 don t particularly
want t0 remeamber. The noval was roviewed in NE¥ WORLDS as ' probably the moat
exoiting novel published rczently...®

b well,

But the moat important items in the 00 wora, to my mind, the two guestiona
raiesd in the Secratary's Report, namely, a) vha® is happering to acicnce fiotlon?
and b) what 15 happening, or 18 going te happen i€ wo're not caraful, to the BSFA?

Pirat thia af, We ar: chiefly interested in British ef,

It ia in a pese isn't 3t? DBeside me ap I write this I've a pile of recent
ooptea af NEW WORLDS, steriing with the fabled 100'dth ish. S here wculd be
doing ok if avery WEW WORLDS was like that one. 'dght really good shorts from
the big namss, a guest edilorial fron EFR. Phy there's even illustrations! But,
oh dear, take & look &t the other isses in the pile. Here and there, a Btory
you lika, & story with an ending you didn't expeet, a story with a pleasing
flavour....but nover any mxcellent atories, n2ver ona you 2ead and aay to your-
aglf, "ih, that'es why I read Af. Thet was somsthing speciall® ind all the rest
of 1t is crud. FWorse than thaet, boring, unintsresting, haclmeysd grud, Wy,
tha crud ian‘t aven presented atiractivelrs?

Some of their covers are laughable, Some may be better executed, tut

raraly i one original. Then you open the mseg, wnd only mn avowed sf sddiot
wotlld Aa that alftar saeing sore of the covers, and what greate your gaze?
Every issue good eld dependnble {izrmell gives us ezacily the same typographicel
layout, it hasm't ohanged aince the mag's ircaption. Nowdaye we never gel even
a line 1110 inwide, or if wo do we have to aquint o make it ont, 1t‘s sa tiny.
I would Tisk a high bet on the fact that NEW TCRLDS ouat be the dullest loaking
prozine anywhers.

Alright, now and again there ie an outatanding covar, like Quimm‘a an 110,
once in a while thera might be an exira emjoyabla story...though I can't
resgmber any at the moment. But what happens meanwhile? That about all the
hundreds of potential 8f readeras loet because they pick up a copy af Hew WORLDS
and are subdeguently bored to tears?

Yat atill, every month, I go to the ncwragents and buy the thing. I dom't
know why, perhaps in the vain hope that eorething exciting will ba in 1%,
perhapa just bacanse, as one of the repidly dirinieking ranks of af readera, I
have to at loast try to keep thae flag flying. Zven if, theaa days, it 1s only
flying at half mast.

Thank goodnesa we bave 'Dark Oniverwa', the recemt novel from Danisl P.
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Galouye, to remind ue that graat of is still being written. I€ that doeen't
get the best novel title I'll eat the pexi tliree VICTORs. End of Commaraial
Break.

I have mat here complaining about all this but I havan't bothered to make
any constructive suggestions, 90 meny pecpls ssem to be doing this alresdy,
paople much more guaiified than I, real genuine authors, They all axpress
really noble sentiments when they write thome guest editorials don't they? Can
someone plemag éxplain why, efter all thoa¢ beautiful high flom 1deas, they then
turn around and write the same 0ld twaddle?

Thie is the problam as I noe it, the sclution lies with the writers.
However, I do believe part of the causé of all thia im the fect that the authors
oy be trying too hard to find ihe new angles on aIl the old idess. Phat is
needed to lift of out of thess doldruma are some new trail blazers,

Now the BSPA. 1 like and am priviledged to be a member. The feult
cartainly doesn't lie with the war the assacia*ion 1e organiced, or the basio
quality of the mervice it gives,

The reason Why 80 Many menvers 40 not renew afisr one year lies, in my
opindon, in the quantity of theso eervices.

I womld like to eee conthly VLCTORe, well, di-monthly at least. If however
it auet rewain querterly I'd like to cee many more pages in it. I would 1like
oome ragular series of articlis. Sey, profiles of leading authorm, articles
on genaral sf, aomething about fazeas paat etories or muthors, verhzps discuss-
ions on various of glumieke and sscumpticons. Lnd why not dring basck the
oagaszine reviewa, concentrating on pritish efitiona. Try to get more
publioity, sa that the 43aociation will pull eome weight in the world of acience
fiotion. 4ll this and monthly neweletiers too. liow 1 ktoow full well that all
thie 19 Imposeible as of this momemt. »Put theme, or semething like thesme,
should be our aims for the fulurs.

Piret of ell, let's bring back monthly newglettars, 'Then add s couple
mors pagss on the paxt VECTOR.

This lattar bas endad up pages longer than I intended. Sorry, but I'm
glad to gat all that off my cheat. I'd ba vary glad to hear your views on all
this, eopecinlly about that dreea ESTA ¢f sine. Must it remsain e dream? You
bave @ll been in office 3o you k.ow sli ths anapga,

*(' "Right of the Big Beat" was memorsble on’y for cne thing, 1t suggeated
ona good readon for the balaviour of s11 these BilMs who land here -~ thay're
not really intelligent, juet the elien equivilant of ocur wice and monkeys.

Monthly nawsletters are not econowicel, it costd ebout 30/- o post an
immue of 3t whether it has ora or twelve pages, and thare’s rarely enough
material on hand to Justify even two pages of newsleiter. As for more VECTORs,
well, we neod wore materisl, need I say more? )

Arehie Mercer, 434/4 Newark Foed, Worth Bykeham, ILinoolnm.

Eingsley Amie' artlcl: 13 disapnoiniingly short - his points, if they're
worth making, could surely do with a Wit cf <xpansion. The took Teviews are
woll worth keeping up with. Re “4itlas Shrugged" , I thought that to a great
extent Misa Rand sade her points by having her protagonists tilting at a worlad
thet had no axietence cutside her imsglnation. Given oonditions precieely as
she delinestes, 'tis possille things would pan out the way ehe mays, DBat
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conditions naver are precisely es sha delinea‘ss, eithar 'good' or 'had’,
Walt's reprint waa an si:sing pieve I don't remembar reading defore = I
like thae title too.

thich basn't eaid much, tut it vas an enjoyabla imsus nonsthelgea,

*{® The troudle with i;n Rand ie that she'e got & good point but to put it
ovar she's oxageurated it to & black and white witustion and reduced it's
plausidility .#)*

John Curtis, Leng Wittanhan Msnor, Fr, ibinndon, Berls,

1 sat down and thought about this businans of members not being matisfied
with tho BSPA and not bothering to renew membership, I think the trouble is
that they join eand then wait around for something to heppen, they're not quita
pure what but they axpect some great =xoiting change to come aver their livas
without ever doing anything thanralves to oring about this change.

The point ia we, the monhers, sze the ISFA and if you want to get sonmething
20T¢ than livrary lists and your quarterly copy of YELTOR out of 1t than you
st put eomething in.

Greatly anjoyed that very readabla artiole ky Bob Parkinecn on the subjest
of Hal Clement, one of my favo'rite suthors, More of the pama ploase.

Tony Walah, 256/% Berkeley Caxp, Betkeley, Glos.

1 ptil: think tha front covar ahould be frem of artwark and bave ¢nly the
word "VECTOB" plus the iasue rurber. Understand that T like itom's 1llustrations
dut think a more sober presentaiion would be more in keeping.

In your editériel could you note appleuse for Petexrkabey's work on the
library list,

ReferTing t0 a stataxeat by Kingsley Amie 'tbe fallsoy whioh aaym that
tha bumen mind and human gocisty may scce day be the subject of real sotemtifio
study, this i»s inconceivable, but if it were not it would ba hell.®

"Hell", yes, "Fallacy", no! What is @0 sancrosanct sbout the buman
that makes it automatically inviolable? "If you cut me do I not dleed?" and
“If you stimulste me 4o I not drinva pinta milka day?"

Both of these can he reduced to cause and effect. The sescnd, admittedly,
is more gomplex than the first, but it is the thin edge of the wadge,

To Kingaley, mysalf and all of {andom it would be hell, but I know & lot
of people sho wouldn‘t evem realise it wns in axistance. Happily the literature
which confronts us with thia intolerahls situation alsa provides & way ocut of
1%, We van wlwaye go and live on e frontier planet, (There, you wea I told
you 1t was escapiat literaturs))

Finslly, no more BEX illoa, pleasme,

J411 idemn, 34 Cobden Avenue, Bitterne Park, Southampton,

Bath your report and Joa's sound a littla, tired I think i the neareat
word. Can’t plsoe my finger on just what it is about tham,

The Flanet Maker was good. I don't know quite why dut all the artioles
in VEOTOR about anthors make me want to read more ¢f their work. MThsy are always
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wall mritten wod interesting and thie one ie up to the usual high atandsrd,

Unybe 1t'c me, but dmis doesn't Beem to gay anything. Though it would
eaem that he enjoyed himpelfl,

Joe'e point ebout af being in none too healthy a mtate - I‘ve only been
reading it for a short timebut people have baen aaying that for as long as I
can remember,

FEALSOHAARNFRCM

Robart Worrall, who would like coloured covers on YFCTOR and both more pages
and pore lasues per year. TYan Aldridge, of Scotlard, who can’t ees why there's
all thie fuss about the definition of sf, and who alsc sent some ariwork slong.
Angus Watt, of Luton, and Kem Chemli.,, of Stourbridge, round off the liat, ind
that, apart fros & nice thant you note from the Keepar of the Printed Booka, is
that.



