





FACING A GLOBAL HEALTH CRISIS: STATE AND
CAPITALISM DO NOT WORK, BUT SOLIDARITY DOES

The Commission of Relations 0f the
International af Anarchist Federations
(LAF-IFA) is continuing to carry out
15 activities during the current g[aéal
pandemic. Across all ferritories, the
de[egaz‘es 0f our Federations have @in‘ually
met to make a point on the commitment
0f social and organisaz‘ional anarchism in
this worldwide crisis.

The plunder and destruction of nature, the
exploitation and impoverishment of whole societies,
the war operations, the death of millions of people
from hunger and deprivation, the exclusion and
confinement of people in concentration camps
and prisons reveal the criminal nature of the state-

capitalist system. The brutality of this authoritarian
model of social organization becomes today, within
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the global pandemic, even more blatant.

While our activists are trying to maintain their
social and political work alive in different forms,and
mainly thanks to technology despite generalised
confinement rules, some common concerns have
been shared, as follows.

While acknowledging the need for social
responsibility in taking all the necessary health
precautions that all individuals should adopt to
protect themselves and the others, we denounce
the authoritarianism and militarism of all those
governments which are addressing health issues
through military and police repression, and
through the suppression of civil liberties and the
enhancement of totalitarian forms of social control.
'This is especially the case with those governments
that have taken advantage of the situation to
impose authoritarian changes.

- We denounce the search for profit of
capitalists and ruling classes,who are pushing
for restarting production independently,
regardless of workers’ safety, and we support
those strikes and spontaneous workers’
mobilisations that took place worldwide to
refuse the logics of profit and to foster direct
action.

- We denounce the rising of domestic and
sexist violence fostered by home confinement
measures and stand as wusual against
patriarchy, sexism and homo/transphobia.

- We denounce the nationalistic rhetoric
deployed in moststates and stand in solidarity
with migrants, who often suffer and risk
more than others due to the inhuman and
shameful conditions of the detention camps.

- We stand in solidarity with prisoners and
against all prisons, camps and totalitarian
institutions, whose murderous nature is
specially revealed by this pandemic.

- We denounce the conditions of people
in poverty and of all the unemployed and
precarious workers who are carrying the
burden of social injustice all over the
world, and risk death from hunger in some
countries, while they seem to be the least
concern of their governments and ruling
classes.

- We stand in solidarity with healthcare
workers and all the workers who are
performing duties essential for everyone’s
life, operating often without the necessary
protections and guarantees, paying often with
their lives for the inefficiencies and mistakes
of state and administrative apparatuses.

We stand in solidarity with all those
peoples and communities which are resisting
state warfare and repression, from Chiapas
to Rojava, and whose burden is currently

worsened by Covid-19.

For all this, we call for increasing the
bottom-up experiences of mutual aid,
solidarity and sharing that are taking place
worldwide, in order to perform the only
practices which can be effective in tackling
the current global challenges.

These forms of reciprocal help amongst the
weakest in society, the poor, the elderly, all
the ill-treated, exploited and discriminated
groups and individuals must expand. More
strongly than ever, we need to support all
such concrete experiences which aim to
transform our daily lives, including solidarity
cooperatives, alternative and libertarian
schools, occupied spaces, spaces of solidarity
and alternative exchange, as well as all the
initiatives informed by mutual aid and
libertarian social transformation worldwide.

- While it would be impossible to summarize
all the concrete experiences which are being
supported by our comrades and federations
in different countries and realities, some
partial examples of ongoing experiences in
mutual aid can include:

Creating groups of mutual aid that help
one’s community/house/neighbourhood
to cope with the virus, for instance with
distribution of food, protection equipment
and medicine; Opening up new spaces for
living and for making cultural activities,
including occupations of spaces by homeless
peoples; Circulation of books, journals and
other supports and explanations to deal
with the crisis; Promoting and practically
implementing anticapitalistic alternatives
to the existing economic system such as
solidarity shared funds; promoting activism
to support abused and vulnerable groups
such as indigenous people. And much other
that cannot be listed here.

The state-capitalist system that condemns
millions of people to death by hunger,
disease and war, is not fighting against the
evolving pandemic but for the preservation
of the privileges and power of the political
and economic elites.

Suffering the currentsituation like everybody
else, we anarchists of the IFA confirm and
continue our worldwide fight for justice and
freedom, to go ahead building day by day

the new world that we bring in our hearts.

CRIFA
3rd of May 2020
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INTERNATIONALIST SOLIDARITYWITHTHE
REVOLTED PEOPLE IN THE USA

On May 25th, in Minneapolis, US,
four policemen arrested George Floyd for
allegedly using a counterfeit 20-dollar
bill. While he was handcuffed, three
of them threw him on the ground and
held him down with police officer Derek
Chauvin chocking him for over 8§ minutes,
even after he had clearly lost consciousness,
murdering him in common view.

Police violence in the US is one of the basic
pillars of a state that frantically attacks in
order to maintain its power. Having caused
and being involved inhundreds of imperialistic
war operations, the US state bombs civilians
andloots the capitalist periphery, terrorizing
the planet but also its own inhabitants and,
more intensively, the black, the indigenous and
poor populations.

The strict class stratification of the US society,
in which a small elite holds the overwhelming
portion of the country’s wealth, where
thousands of workers are killed due to their
working conditions, became even more blatant
during the evolving pandemic, as the majority
of those who lost their lives come from the
lower classes, the poorest, the most excluded,
the most repressed.

'The people of those class and racial communities
have flooded hundreds of cities in the US over
the last days, protesting and clashing with
the police, building barricades, setting police
stations on fire and destroying capitalist targets.
These are the thousands of the revolted who are
fighting back,outraged by the racists-murderous
violence of the repressive mechanisms, by the
suffocating conditions of exploitation and
repression, defying the forces of the police, the
national guard and the military on the streets,
ordered by Trump, to terrorize, through arrests,
rubber bullets and murders of protesters, those
who give the battle “in the heart of the beast”,
against state and capitalist brutality.

On the side of the revolted peoples of the US
stand thousands of struggling people, from
Mexico and Brazil, to Britain, France, Belgium,
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Greece, Palestine and Israel, picking up the
thread of the revolt in the US and fighting
against the repressive violence, racism, poverty,
impoverishment and exploitation. From the
demonstrations and street clashes for George
Floyd and for all those who have been murdered
by the US police, to the clashes in Mexico for
the killing of Giovanni Lépez by the police,
for not wearing a mask, to the demonstrations
in Brazil against the fascist and murderous
policies of the government led by Bolsonaro,
the common struggle of Palestinians and
Israelis against the murdererous policies of
the Netanyahu government and the modern
apartheid of which young Yihad Elkhalak
is only the latest victim, the removal of the
symbols of slavery that dominated the streets
in Britain and the class and social clashes in
France that continue and escalate despite the
rising repressive violence.

These are our class brothers and sisters that are
fighting to survive in every corner of the world
against the pandemic and are raising their fists
against state and capitalist brutality, sending
a message of solidarity with all those who are
resisting. They are the repressed and exploited
that shed light on the path of resistance, all those
that keep alive the revolt but also the battle for
the overturn of the state and capitalism, for a
society of solidarity, equality and freedom.

NO FREEDOM -NO PEACE

NO OTHER WORLD IS POSSIBLE, AS
LONG AS STATE AND CAPITALISM EXIST

STRUGGLE FOR GLOBAL
SOCIAL REVOLUTION

FAO (Federation for anarchist organizing,
Slovenia & Croatia)

FAIt (Italian Anarchist Federation, CRInt-
FAI)

APO (Anarchist Political Organisation —
Federation of collectives — Greece)

FA (Fédération Anarchiste, France & Belgium)
FAM (Federacion Anarquista de Mexico)
FAIb (Federacién Anarquista Ibérica)

FLA (Federacién Libertaria Argentina)

AF (Anarchist Federation — Britain)

Solidarity at a vigil for George Floyd following his murder.




BELARUS: AGAINST CAPITALISM AND DICTATORSHIP,
FOR INTERNATIONALIST SOLIDARITY

The Commission of Relations of the
International of Anarchist Federations
(CRIFA) expresses its support and
internationalist  solidarity —with  the
struggles of people in  Belarus against
Alexander  Lukashenkos — dictatorship,
a mass movement that is participated
in by our anarchist comrades there. The
situation in Belarus concerns the autocratic
dictatorship that has lasted for 26 years,
the current economic, health and public
services crises. A wave of protests have
filled the squares of the country to request
the dictator’s withdrawal.

As anarchists, we are not empassioned by
the debate on whether the last presidential
elections were fair or not. It is simply clear
that the people in Belarus are saying ‘enough is
enough’: they do no longer want a government
which is starving, beating and oppressing
them.

We stand in solidarity with Belarusian political
prisoners and demand their immediate
release. We also demand the reinstatement
of all workers who have lost their jobs for
participating in strikes or protests, and urge an
immediate end to the repression. We denounce
the violence and abuses of the political policies
that are in place, and the regime’s

military or paramilitary forces, who are
arbitrarily detaining, beating and torturing its
political opponents. We demand the fall of an
authoritarian power which is a sad remainder
of the totalitarianism of the former Soviet
Union, one which still serves as a weapon for
the military strategy of Putin’s Russia which
which uses its neighbouring country as a
military foothold.

However, in the same way as we oppose
Russian militarism in Belarus, we also oppose

the militarism of Atlantic (NATO) forces in
the Baltic Republics, together with all the
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armies and all the wars that are made by states
against the people. Likewise, we do not buy
the current rhetoric of Western ‘freedom’, nor
of a possible mediation role of the European
Union. The only role that the EU has is to
manage the interests of European capitalism
and therefore, as internationalists, we are
opposed to this institution.

Instead, we call for international solidary
between all workers and oppressed people and
for all social movements which are committed,
in the East and in the West, to syndicalism
and workers rights, to the right of housing,
to feminist and LGBTQ_ mobilisations,
to the defence of land and environments
against speculators, to people’s solidarity and
mutual aid, to the occupation of spaces, to the
production of alternative cultures, and to the
defence of civil society all freedoms against
exploitation and authoritarianism — to quote
only some of our preferred axes of social
intervention.

Only the direct participation of people in
struggles from below can make a difference
and produce a movement that go beyond
the substitution of an old government with a
new one, more or less corrupt, more or less
authoritarian. Among all other challenges that
humanity is facing, the current pandemic has
confirmed that state and capitalism do not
work when it comes to the need for solidarity.
Itis the entire society that must change towards
equality and freedom, and anarchism is more
than ever the option that we put forward to
achieve this.

The Commission of Relations of the
INTERNATIONAL OF ANARCHIST
FEDERATIONS (IAF/IFA)

25 October 2020

INTERNATIONALIST SOLIDARITY AGAINST THE
GLOBAL AUTHORITARIAN STRANGLEHOLD

The world pandemic and its consequences
are burdening the working class. Exploited
and oppressed people of the world
population are those most affected by the
pandemic, and at the same time most
committed to protect everyones health.
The State and capitalist system is clearly
showing its weaknesses and contradictions.
The acceleration of authoritarian processes
taking place at global level is aimed at
defending the power, privilege and profit
of the ruling class.

In various regions of the world we are
witnessing the deterioration of the living
and working conditions of hundreds
of millions of people. The grabbing of
natural resources continues and essential
goods such as land and water are
increasingly concentrated in the hands
of large owners. Some large companies in
sectors such as E-commerce, technology,
media, pharmaceuticals, retail and the
auto industry have prospered during

the pandemic, gaining hundreds billion
dollars.

In many countries the military budget has
been increased and war tensions between
states are exacerbating alongside a growing
concert of racist, fascist and nationalist
propaganda. Governments all around the
world are strengthening security measures,
tightening control and repression on their
populations and are widening the power
of police forces. Meanwhile, in the current
situation, an increasingly segregated
population is living in total deprivation
such as in Gaza, big city ghettos, in Lesvos
and other places with detention camps for
migrants, and in prisons all over the world.

Often, measures to prevent the coronavirus
infection are used by governments to attack
movements of struggle. But in every corner
of the world there are forms of resistance.

In some cases movements of struggle
are not only resisting the harshening of
authoritarian policies but they are trying
to create an alternative. We are with people
revolting in the USA against racism and
police, in Nigeria against special security
forces, in France against a new police state,
in Chile against the militaristic neoliberal
State and the genocidal violence used to
repress the Mapuche people. We are with
those who are struggling for equality and
liberty against dictatorships in Turkey and
Belarus, and against authoritarian regimes
in Thailand and Indonesia.

Where it 1is present the anarchist
movement is an active part of these
struggles. In various regions of the world
anarchists are engaged daily, defending
spaces of freedom, supporting striking
workers, building solidarity and mutual
aid networks to tackle poverty, gender
violence, inaccessibility to protective
equipment and medical treatment.

Now, more than ever, it is necessary to
strengthen the internationalist dimension
of anarchism, to oppose the ongoing
authoritarian processes and to relaunch a
revolutionary perspective in a world that
capitalism and state have brought to the
point of collapse.

The Commission of Relations of the
INTERNATIONAL OF ANARCHIST
FEDERATIONS (IAF/IFA)

16 January 2021
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IAF MDA IFA

INTRODUCTION AND PRINCIPLES

The International of Anarchist Federations
(or in French, Internationale des Fédérations
Anarchistes or Castellano, Internacional de
Federaciones Anarquistas, IFA) is an active
coordination of social anarchist organisations.

It was founded during an international anarchist
conference in Carrara, Italy, in 1968 by the three
existing European federations of France, Italy
and Spain as well as the Bulgarian federation in
French exile. Other groups were also present in
the formation of the IAF including the London

Federation of Anarchists.

IAF-IFA has since aimed to build and improve
strong and active international anarchist structures.
'The federations who are part of IFA believe that
such an organisation is necessary to co-ordinate
their international work and efficiently co-operate
towards their mutual aims.

In order to further improve the quality of exchange
and co-operation, IAF also keeps close contact
with other anarchist organisations.

International of Anarchist Federations (IAF-
IFA) principles (also called our Associative Pact)

This version of our associative pact includes all
changes agreed at the Congress in Frankfurt in
2016.

PREAMBLE

The International of Anarchist Federations
(IAF — IFA) is an international organization of
anarchist federations which, through its statement
of principles and action is related to the principles
of the First International set up in Saint-Imier
(Switzerland) in 1872.

THE IAF — IFA FIGHTS FOR:

the abolition of all forms of authority whether
economical, political, social, religious, cultural or
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sexual. the construction of a free society, without
classes or States or frontiers, founded on anarchist
federalism and mutual aid.

The action of the IAF — IFA shall always be based
on direct action, against parliamentarism and
reformism, both on a theoretical and practical
point of view. The federations joining the IAF
— IFA commit themselves to develop the most
efficient solidarity amongst them in all fields
of activity, to cooperate and co-ordinate any
initiative, to provide a regular aid to the IAF —
IFA and its secretariat, to develop, at a world
level, the anarchist action. Every federation being
autonomous concerning its propaganda and its
development.

MEMBERSHIP AND RESIGNATION
10 join the IAF — IFA a federation must :

Acknowledge the statement of principles and
the action of the IAF — IFA as defined by the
congresses. present its demand for membership
to the secretariat which is committed to
communicate it to all the members of the
IAF - IFA. If no opposition from an adherent
federation is raised within the next six months,
the membership immediately becomes effective.
The latter will have to be unanimously ratified
by the next congress. If an opposition is raised,
only the congress can reconsider the demand for
membership.

Membership implies the payment of asubscription
the amount of which being determined by the
congress.

Organisaz‘iona[ structure:

IFA is an organization of anarchist federations
which involves several anarchist gtoups at
the national level (a country), regional level

(geographical area) and/or local level (city).
'The IAF-IFA does not acknowledge territorial

borders imposed by states. The IAF-IFA prefers
that only one federation should exist in a territory
to better co-ordinate the struggles against
governments. However, the IAF-TFA will allow
in principle the membership of multiple member
federations in the same territory, provided that
the existing member or members for the territory
raise no objection.

Should the secretariat be aware of durable and
confirmed inactivity from a member federation, it
is committed to inform every member of the IAF
— IFA. If no objection is raised by any member
federation within the next six months, the
resignation will become effective. The resignation
will have to be unanimously ratified by the next
congress. If an opposition is raised, only the
congress can reconsider the resignation. Should a
resumption of activity be notified, that federation
may propose its application for membership to
the IAF — IFA in accordance with the statement
of principles.

In the absence of any federal organisation at
a territorial level, groups may also join the IAF
-IFA, providing they commit themselves to the
creation of a federation within the boundaries of
the territory they refer to. That membership is
but provisory, the IAF — IFA reserving the right,
within the frame of the congress, to reconsider
such membership if it has not led up to the
constitution of a federation. The new federation

must apply for membership to the IAF -IFA.

'The anarchist groups and the anarchist federations
wishing to cooperate with the IFA that are not
in the condition to assume the responsibilities
of membership may ask to be associated as an
“associated project”. They can attend meetings
and make proposals, but they don't take part in
decision-making. The same procedure as for
“members” is applied for the admission and
exclusion of “associated projects”.

INTERNATIONAL CONNECTIONS

The IAF — IFA fosters cordial links with the
whole anarchist movement in its fight against all
forms and structures of domination (exchanges
of information, solidarity, etc.) and may invite its
delegations to attend its sessions.

CONGRESSES

'The IAF —IFA gathers in a congress, every FOUR
years. In case of necessity, the congress takes place
earlier.

The congress unanimously decides on the
orientations and lines of action for the IAF —
IFA. One year before it gathers, a meeting of
the secretariat and the people in charge of the
international relations in the different federations,
will define the agenda, the date and place of the
IAF —IFA congress.

The congress debates on the initiatives of the
organisation and unanimously entrusts a member
federation to name the members of the IAF —
IFA secretariat which task is to put into practice
the mandates defined by the congress.

SECRETARIAT

'The secretariat has the task to take care of the
relations with the person in charge of international
matters in each federation. They will meet
together and/or within geographical areas every
six months. The secretariat represents the IAF —
IFA and has the task to work to its influence and
development.

Furthermore :

- it stimulates contacts and internal debates of

the IAF — IFA.

- it advertises the cases for which it is necessary
to develop international aid. it publishes a federal
bulletin, point of reference for correspondence
and internal debate in the organisation.

- it takes care of the publication of propaganda,
material linked with the resolutions and actions

of the IAF - TFA.

- it gives an account of its activities and of the
execution of its mandates. The secretariat presents
itself as resigning before the congress

RESPECT OF THE STATEMENT OF
PRINCIPLES

Not to respect the practical or ethical
commitments listed above calls into question, de
facto, the membership to the IAF — IFA. That
shall be ratified by the next congress.

MODIFICATIONS TO THE
STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES

Any proposal concerning a modification to the
statement of principles hereby has to be presented
to all federations members of the IAF — IFA
at least one year before the congress that will
examine it.
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IAF

MDA IFA

The International of Anarchist Federations
(IAF or IFA) was founded during an
international anarchist conference in Carrara
in 1968 by the three existing European
tederations of France, Italy and % ain as well
as the Bulgarian federation in french exile.
To counter the internationalisation of state
and capitalist powers that are developing
their influences ever rapidly on a glIc))bal
scale, the IFA has since aimed to build and
improve strong and active international
anarchist structures.

'The federations associated with IFA believe
that such an organisation is necessary to
co-ordinate their international work and
efficiently co-operate towards their mutual
aims.

To further improve the quality of exchange
and co-operation, IFA also keeps close
contact with other anarchist organisations,
such as the IWA (International Workers
Association, an international association of
anarcho-syndicalist organisations).

'The principles of work within IFA are
that of fe(feralism, free arrangement and
mutual aid. To improve co-ordination
and communication within IFA, as well
as to provide an open contact address for
the public and other anarchist groups and
organisations, an International Secretariat
was set up. The Secretariat irregularly rotates
among the IFA federations. Most of the
tederations produce regular publications.

For further information contact us
Secretariat@i-f-a.org

Website:

www.i-f-a.org

Twitter:

@IntFedAnarchist

Facebook:

International OfAnarchistFederations

- Federacion Libertaria Argentina (FLA)
federacionlibertaria.org

- Belarus Anarchist Black Cross (BABC)
abc-belarus.org

- Iniciativa Federalista Anarquista (IFABrasil)
anarkio.net

- Anarchist Federation of Britain (AF)
afed.org.uk

- ®epepauma Ha aHapxmucTute B Bbnrapus (PAB)
anarchy.bg

- Anarchisticka Federace (AF)
afed.cz

- Fédération Anarchiste (FA)
federation-anarchiste.org

- Féderation Deutschsprachiger Anarchistinnen (FdA)
fda-ifa.org

- Federazione Anarchica Italiana (FAIt)
federazioneanarchica.org

- Federacion Anarquista de México (FAM)
federacionanarquistademexico.org

- Avapyxn) IoAwrtikn) Opydvwon (APO / ATIO)
apo.squathost.com

- Federacion Anarquista Ibérica (FAIlb)
federacionanarquistaiberica.wordpress.com

- Federacija za Anarhisti¢no Organiziranje (FAO)
a-federacija.org

- Federazione Anarchica Siciliana (FAS)
fasiciliana.noblogs.org

(membership pending ratification at next IFA Congress)



