
The Only Way 
To Defend The

i

Soviet Union
AN ED ITO R IAL

Jack Tanner, president o f the pow erful A m al
gamated Engineering Union o f B rita in , on Tuesday 
cited Moore-Brabazon, M inister o f A irc ra ft Produc
tion, as an example o f the “ people in  high places 
who declare they hope that Russia and Germany w ill 
exterm inate each other”  while B rita in  becomes mas
ter o f Europe. Tanner demanded that the British  
government rem ove fro m  its ranks those who “ de
sire the defeat o f the Soviet U n ion .”

I f  Tanner’s demand were to be carried out, not only Moore- 
Brabazon but the entire cabinet would have to be ousted. Nor 
could a cabinet be constituted out of the Conservative, Liberal 
and Labor parties which would wholeheartedly desire the vic
tory of the Soviet Union. Neither the capitalists of Britain, nor 
their labor lackeys, want to see a definite victory for the W ork
ers' State.

Tanner’s charge has brought into the open 
m erely one concrete case o f the anti-Soviet attitude  
which is held by the entire “ democratic”  ru ling  
class both in B rita in  and the United States. Even 
the Newr Y o rk  Times o f Sept. 3 , in  its dispatch on 
Tanner’s charge, adm its: “ Regardless of. whether 
the rem arks im puted to the A irc ra ft Production  
M inister were actually made by him  or not, they are 
a reflection o f the general attitude held two months 
ago by many im portant persons.”

The Times goes on, however, to claim that this attitude 
has changed since the Red Army and the armed workers of the 
Soviet Union have fought so well.

But the attitude of the British and American ruling class 
has NOT changed. Their attitude toward the Soviet Union tw'o 
months ago was motivated, not by the shifting battle lines, but 
by their CLASS outlook and that CLASS outlook remains the 
same yesterday, today and tomorrow.

T h e  “ dem ocratic”  capitalists are basically as 
hostile to the Soviet Union as are the fascist capital
ists. They tried to destroy it in  191 7 -1 92 1  by fi
nancing the Russian W hite  Guards and sending their 
own arm ies , against the Red A rm y o f Lenin and 
Trotsky. Since 1921  they have kept the Soviet 
U nion  isolated as much as possible.

Today, it is true, Roosevelt and Churchill acfeept'the Soviet 
Union as an “ ally.”  But only in the sense that they would like 
to see the Red A rm y  hold out long enough to weaken H itle r’s 
forces sufficiently so that the "democracies” can conquer their 
imperialist opponent.

N either Roosevelt nor C hurchill desire to see 
a still-powerful Red A rm y ro ll the Nazi forces back 
to B erlin . They want to see just what Jack Tanner 
accused B rita in ’s M in ister o f A irc ra ft Production of 
w orking fo r— “ that Russia and Germ any w ill exter
m inate each other.”

When the Nazis arc beaten to their knees, Roosevelt and 
Churchill w ill try  to deal out to the war-weakened Soviet Union 
the fate which the “ democracies”  unsuccessfully sought to im
pose in 1917-1921— destruction of the Workers’ State and par
celling out of its territories as “ spheres of interest”  among 
the imperialist powers. ‘

And this terrible danger to the Soviet Union is being faci
litated by the treacherous policy of the Stalinist parties. Instead 
of warning the workers against the real aims of the “ democ
racies” the Stalinists are painting Roosevelt and Churchill in 
rosy colors. The Stalinists, by their support of the Roosevelt 
and Churchill war policies, are endangering the very existence 
of the Soviet Union.

The only loyal allies o f the Soviet Union are 
the workers o f the world. They can best defend the 
Soviet Union by continuing the irreconcilable class 
struggle against all the im perialists, “ democratic”  
as well as fascist. Only W orkers’ and Farm ers’ Gov
ernments can be true allies o f the Soviet Union. 
O nly i f  such revolutionary governments come to 
power in the United States and B rita in  can the So
viet Union be assured o f security when H itle r  is 
crushed.

That is why we, who have always been the staunchest de
fenders of the Soviet Union, put no trust whatsoever in such 
“ allies” as Roosevelt and Churchill. On the contrary, for the 
sake of the Soviet Union, for the sake of the international work
ing class, we continue, in war as in peace, to carry on the class 
struggle against the ruling class.

Because we carry on that struggle, the leaders of our party, 
together with the leaders of Local 5 4 4 -0 0  of Minneapolis, have 
been indicated by the Roosevelt government for “ seditious con
spiracy.”

The governm ent’s indictm ent charges us with 
adhering to the revolutionary doctrine o f Lenin and 
Trotsky. W e proudly a ffirm  that charge. In  the 
spirit o f Lenin and Trotsky we carry on our ir re 
concilable struggle against the ru ling  class. That was 
the way Lenin and Trotsky taught us to defend the  
Soviet U nion. That is the only way to defend the 
Soviet Union.

O ffic ia l W e e k ly  O rgan o f the S oc ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a rty
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MASSES DEFEND SOVIE T  CITIES
A  Tale O f Two Cities Hold Nazi Arm y  

A t Odessa, Kiev 
A nd Leningrad
Traditions Of October 1917 Inspire Masses 
To Fight To Death Against Imperialists

Surrounded by vast, heavily mechanized Nazi 
forces, the armed workers o f Odessa,' side by side 
with the Red A rm y are holding the invaders at bay.

As in  Leningrad and K iev, the proletarian  
masses o f Odessa are ra lly ing  to the defense o f the 
Soviet U nion, spurred on by the memories and trad i
tions o f the October Revolution.

Eye-witness reports fro m  the beleaguered U kra- 
nian city relate the tremendous effect produced on 
the workers’ m orale last week when a u n it o f Black  
Sea Marines paraded through the city’s streets sing
ing the “ Kablochka,”  famous fighting song o f the 
Civil W ar o f 1 9 1 8 -1 92 1 .

Slirred by this revolutionary song, the populace danced in

Local 544-CIO Drivers
Press For Elections
Parade Of Witnesses At State Hearings 
Demands Vote To Choose Bargaining Agent 
For All Minneapolis Truck Drivers

M IN N E A P O L IS , August 30— M otor Transport 
and A llied  W orkers U nion, Local 544 -C IO , struck 
two pow erfu l blows this past week in  its heroic battle 
to preserve the union against the combined onslaught 
o f the bosses, Tob in  and the A FL  hierarchy and the 
state and federal governments:

1. A special m embership meeting held August 
25  brought over 1 ,2 0 0  members together, once m ore  
demonstrating that the C IO  has the m embership. 
Despite an all-night ra in , the attendance was over two 
hundred m ore than appeared at a m em bership meet
in g  two weeks ago, a clear dem-*® 
onstra tion  of the fact th a t the
un ion ’s strength is grow ing de
spite the bosses' aid to the A FL, 
and the seventy federal and state 
indictm ents, on counts ranging 
from  “ seditious conspiracy”  to 
‘'embezzlement,”  w h ich the state 
and federal governments have 
handed down against the leaders 
of Local 544-CIO.

The “ seditious conspiracy”  in 
d ictm ent recently handed down 
by a federal grand ju ry  against 
16 u n i o n  l e a d e r s  also in 
cludes James P. Cannon, F e lix  
M orrow . F a rre ll Dobbs, A lb e rt 
Goldman and o the r Socialist 
W orkers P a rty  members. The 
two b ig  membership m eetings—  
the union had 5.000 members on 
June 9 when the membership 
voted ove rw he lm ing ly  to d is a ff il
ia te  fro m  T ob in ’s Team sters and 
a ffilia te  to  the CIO.— demon
strates how l i t t le  in tim ida ted  are 
the M inneapolis d rive rs  and w are
housemen by Roosevelt’s in te r
vention on the side o f Tobin.

T O B IN  M O V E  BO OM ERANG S 
2. A  move by Tobin, obvious

ly  in  co llabora tion w ith  Repub
lican Governor Stassen, to have 
Tob in ’s “ reorganized un ion”  
certified  w ith o u t elections as 
the ba rga in ing  agent fo r  a ll 
m otor tra n sp o rt and allied 
workers boomeranged t h i s  
week, when Local 544-CIO 
turned the state labor board 
hearings on the Tobin pe tition  
in to  a fo rum  in  which a parade 
o f witnesses from  every section 
o f the tru c k in g  and warehouse 
in d u s try  to ld how they and 
th e ir  fe llow -w 'orkers were fo r 
the CIO  and demanded an elec
tion  to  prove which union rep
resents the workers.
The hearing, opened Monday 

and by t.he end of the week 
some 175 representative w orkers 
had testified. They pa inted a p ic

tu re  o f the dem ocratic decision 
o f the Local 544 m embership, on 
June 9, to a ff ilia te  to  the C IO ; 
how Tobin had responded by 
flood ing  M inneapolis w ith  hun

dreds o f thugs and hopheads who 
“ go t”  duels and A F L  pledges w ith  
b lackjacks and baseball-bats; how 
men who refused to  s ign were 
b ru ta lly  beaten and others were 
driven fro m  th e ir  jobs w ith  the 
connivance o f the bosses.

The testim ony o f these men 
was so unassailable tha t, a fte r  
a few  a ttem pts  a t cross-exam
ination , the Tob in  atto rneys 
gave i t  up. A f te r  the f ir s t  
m orn ing session, the Tobin “ o r
ganizers”  no longer appeared 
in the hearing room ; w itness 
a fte r  w itness had pointed them  
ou t as the men who had beaten 
and threatened them, waved 
baseball-bats and blackjacks, 
etc.
The ca p ita lis t press, w h ich  has 

sided w ith  Tobin since the begin
n ing  o f th is  ba ttle  78 days ago, 

(Continued on page 3)

Union Leader Bares 
W ire -Tapp ing  F B I

J. Edgar Hoover's Labor Spies Are Caught 
In The Act By Harry Bridges And Reporters

Proof-positive that Roosevelt’s Gestapo-FBI is spying on 
unions and labor leaders for the employers, was furnished last 
week by President Harry Bridges of the C-IO International Long
shoremen’s Union.

Bridges, together with a reporter and photographer o f PM, 
New York newspaper, secured fu ll evidence, that the FBI tap
ped the phone in Bridges’ room at the Hotel Edison in New York 
and made dictaphone recordings of all his conversations. This 
espionage was an attempt to "get the goods” on Bridges to aid 
the governm ent’s e ffo rts  to have-® 
h im  deported to 'Austra lia .

Accord ing to  the evidence of 
Bridges and the reporters, whom 
Bridges called in  as witnesses, a 
sensitive microphone had been In 
stalled in  the telephone box of his 
hotel room, connected by w ires to 
the adjacent room telephone in  
w h ich  two F B I agents Tor two 
weeks listened in  on the un ion 
leader’s telephone conversations 
and recorded them.

UERM W  'Compromises' 
On Anti-CP Resolution

CAMDEN, N. J., September 2— A "compromise”  résolu-®"
tion on the Hillmanite-proposed “ anti-communist”  measure is 
being hatched behind the scenes by the newly formed pro-war 
block of Stalinists and Hillmanites at the Seventh Annual Con
vention of the United Electrical, Radio and. Machine Workers 
(CIO), which began here Labor Day.

The new resolution, supported by the Stalinists, w ill not 
make specific reference to communists or the Communist Party, 
but w ill permit charges to be filed against any UE member 
who “commits acts of disloyalty®----------------------------------------------
to the United Slates.”

Under the term s o f th is  mea
sure, the S ta lin is ts  and th e ir  re
actionary I-Iillm an ite  a llies can 
jo in t ly  conduct a w itch -hunt 
against the an ti-w a r and m ilitan t, 
members of the union. Since th e ir  
recent change in  line, the S ta lin 
is ts  no longer face the charge of 
“ d is loya lty  to the U. S.” , as they 
are today the most ardent, support
ers of the Roosevelt w ar govern
ment.

P rio r to the convention, James 
B. Carey, UE in te rna tiona l presi
dent apd leading H illm a n ite , had 
campaigned fo r the adoption of a 
con s titu tion a l amendment speci
fica lly  ba rring  members of the 
Communist P arty  from  union of
fice.

An in it ia l con flic t between the 
convention resolutions committee, 
on wh ich the S ta lin is ts  have a 
tn a jo r ity , and the constitu tion  
committee, contro lled by the H i l l 
manites, over which had the 
r ig h t  to deal w ith  Carey’s propo
sal, has been ironed out.

Both committees w i l l  report out 
s im ila r  reso lutions along the line  
of the “ compromise”  suggested by 
the S ta lin is ts . The reso lu tion of 
the constitu tion  com m ittee w ill 
provide, in  add ition , th a t local 
unions iv i l l  have the  r ig h t to de
fine th e ir  standards o f member
ship, and w i l l  leave the enforce
m ent of the p rinc ip le  o f the reso- 
o lu tion  to the local bodies.

A  jo in t m eeting of the resolu
tions and cons titu tion  committees 
was held th is  afternoon behind 
closed doors, and re liab le  reports 
ind ica te tha t the “ compromise”  
resolutions w ill go to the conven
tion  floo r w ith  the unanim ous 
backing of both committees.

The on ly im portan t action taken 
a t th is  m orn ing ’s session by the 
delegates was the adoption of a 
reso lution backing aid to B r ita in , 
China and the Soviet Union. T h is  
reso lu tion is m ere ly the prelude 
of an  in tensified drive, p a rtic u la r ly  
by the  S ta lin is ts , to place the 
Union on record in  support of an 
im m ediate declaration of w ar and

the dispatch of an A E F  to Europe.
The speed and fa c il ity  w ith  

which the S ta lin is ts  and H illm a n 
ite  leaders a t th is  convention 
have patched up th e ir  secondary 
differences over union con tro l and 
posts, and have united around the 
pro-war po litica l position to which 
both adhere, has tem po ra rily  d is
oriented some of the less ad ro it 
fo llow ers in  both camps.

The S ta lin is ts  and the "no- 
compromise”  H illm a n ite s  —  those 
who s t i l l  w ant the o rig in a l a n ti
com m unist reso lu tion —  have an 
equal d iv is ion  of fo llow ers a t the 
convention, but the cu rre n t ap
pears to be fu n n in g  against the 
la tte r.

There are 290 delegates, repre
senting 259 locals, p a rtic ip a ting  
in the convention. The U E  is now 
the f if th  largest un ion i l l  the 
CIO, having a membership of 
316,000, a gain o f 116.000 over a 
year ago. Three-quarters of the 
members are w o rk ing  in  plants 
tu rn in g  ou t w ar orders.

W hile  problems of v ita l con
cern to the welfare o f the union 
and the workers need to be faced 
a t th is  convention — p rio ritie s , 
unemployment, frozen wages in  
the face of ris in g  prices, the o r
ganization of tens of thousands ot 
new w orkers in  the ■war industries, 
etc.— i t  is  clear th a t the S ta lin is t- 
H illm a n ite  leadership is prepared

Bridges and the reporters la id 
several traps fo r the F B I spies. 
Once he "d iscussed" an Im por
ta n t local s tr ik e  and announced 

(Continued on Page 2)

Londoners 
Honor Memory 
Of Trotsky

A  T ro ts k y  M em oria l M eeting 
attended by 250 w orkers  was held 
in  London la s t week under the 
auspices o f the W orkers  In te rn a 
t io n a l League, B r it is h  T ro ts k y is t 
group. The m eeting  telegraphed 
g reetings to  N a ta lia  T ro ts k y  and 
expressed its  s o lid a rity  w ith  the 
S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty .

The te legram  to N a ta lia  T ro t
sky declared:

“ T h is  m eeting o f London 
w orkers gathered to  commem
ora te  the. assassination o f oùr 
leader and comrade, Leon T ro t
sky, sends to  you, his devoted 
comrade and companion, our 
h e a rtfe lt condolences on th is , 
the ann iversary o f his un tim e
ly  death. W e rededicate ou r
selves to  the  achievement o f the 
w o rld  socialist, revo lu tion , the 
task fo r  w h ich he lived and 
died.”

To the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty , 
the m eeting said,

“ T h is  m eeting o f 250 Lo n 
don workers, called to  com
m em orate the assassination o f 
our comrade T ro tsky , expresses 
so lid a rity  w ith  the SW P. The 
recent a ttacks o f A m erican im 
peria lism , the a rre s t o f leaders 
o f SW P and Local 544-CIO, de
m onstra te the fe a r o f the  r u l
in g  class fo r  the  program m e 
and p la tfo rm  o f the F ourth  
In te rn a tion a l, which alone rep 
resents the in te rests  o f the 
to ile rs  o f the w orld .”

to side-track the so lu tion  of these 
problems in  the in te rest o f “ loy
a lty  to the U. S.” — unconditiona. 
support of the im p e ria lis t war.

the streets and m orale soared to 
a h igh  p itch .

For alm ost two months, the 
Odessa w orkers have fought and 
to iled  he ro ica lly  against seeming
ly  insuperable odds. They have 
erected barricades, machine-guu 
nests and a r t ilte ry  emplacement* 
pp. every street and boulevard i t i  
p reparation fo r  street-by-street 
defense.

A t K iev, ch ie f po in t o f defense 
a long the D n ieper R iver, tens o f 
thousands o f armed workers have 
poured in to  the battle-lines to bol
s ter the Red A rm y.

In  Leningrad, each fac to ry  is 
sending its  best workers to jo in  
the Soviet troops on the Len in 
grad fro n t, w h ile  alm ost the en
t ire  m ale popu lation is being 
tra in ed  in  street fig h tin g , the 
m anufacture of home-made a n ti
tank  grenades, and in  the use ot 
the bayonet. W orkers at the end 
of th e ir  fac to ry  sh ifts  engage in  
vast defense d rills .

An o ffic ia l Soviet communique 
of August 26 praises the Len in 
grad p ro le ta ria t fo r  " r is in g  as 
a steel w a ll in  defense o f its  na
tiv e  c ity — the cradle o f the pro
le ta rian  revo lu tion .”

V orosh ilov  likew ise is compel
led to call on the masses to de
fend Len ingrad  as the "c ity  of 
the Great October Revolu tion .”  

T he  atmosphere has indeed 
changed! In  m orta l fear fo r  its  
own existence, the S ta lin is t bu
reaucracy is f in a lly  forced to ra l ly  
the workers by appeals to the 
real tra d itio n  of the Soviet Union 
— the October Revolu tion . Now, 
instead o f appealing to the tra d i
tions o f "H o ly  Russia”  and medi
eval h is to ry , as I t  d id  u n t il the 
last weeks, the K re m lin  o liga rchy 
must, speak to the masses in  the 
language of the October Revolu
tion .

The ve ry  menace to the Soviet 
Union has unleashed a m ig h ty  
revo lu tiona ry  s p ir it  among the 
masses. Regardless o f the a t t i
tude of the K re m lin , the w o rk 
ers are r is in g  in defense of the 
conquests of the October Revolu
tion.

A ll evidence points to the one 
in s p ir in g  fac t: the October Revo
lu tio n  s t i l l  lives and figh ts  on.

Even the bourgeoisie o f the 
cap ita lis t democracies recognize 
th is. These new “ a llie s ”  of the 
K re m lin  are increasing ly  re luc t
a n t to g ive “ a id ”  to the w o rkers ’ 
state. Evidence of th is  is given 
in  the almost d a ily  com plaints 
in the S ta lin is t press. Jack Tan
ner. president of the Am algam 
ated Eng ineering  Union in  E ng
land, th is  week p u b lic ly  charged 
B r it is h  m in is te rs  and o ffic ia ls  
w ith  de libera te ly sabotaging ship
m ent o f supplies to  the USSR.

As in  October 1917 and in  the 
C iv il W ar, i t  is the workers, and 
they alone, who defend the So
v ie t Union.
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Minnesota Negro Body 
Hits M ilitary Jim Crow
Negro Defense Committee Puts Governor Stassen On The Spot 
By Proving That He Has The Authority To Abolish Jim Crowism 
In The State "Home Guard" But He Is Afraid To Exercise It

N. Y. Campaign Headquarters

ST. PAUL., Minn.— Nearly 400 m ilitant colored men and®1 
women from the Twin Cities met in the lla llie  Q. Brown settle
ment house in St. Paul last week to “ have it out with the gover
nor’’ on the matter of discrimination against Negroes in the M in
nesota Home Defense Guard. But Republican Governor Harold 
Stassen, ambitious anti-labor politician who wants to be the next 
president of the United States, failed miserably in an attempt to 
explain his refusal to order the acceptance of Negroes into tlie 
state m ilita ry forces by passing the buck to army officials and 
citing a non-existent m ilita ry “ code.”

Called by the Minnesota Negro Defense Committee, this 
meeting climaxed eight months of protest on the part of Negroes 
in the state against the gross inequality and rank discrimination 
against colored men and women in the home defense forces, and 
in defense industries. Led by outstanding Negroes of fhe Twin

M in ne -^  ~  'C ities, these citizens of 
sota, ind ignan t a t the treatm ent 
of th e ir  brothers who were denied 
fundam ental democratic righ ts , 
were there to te ll the governor 
w hat they thought about th is  hide
ous d isplay of in justice .

F ra n k  A lsup, cha irm an of the 
M innesota Negro Defense Com m it
tee and an organizer fo r  the 
U n ited  C onstruction W orkers Or
gan iz ing  Committee, CIO, in  th is  
area, presided at the meeting. He 
spoke the m inds of a ll who were 
present when he said, “ We’re go
in g  to pa rtic ipa te  in  national de
fense before th is  th in g  is over... 
W e Negroes w ant the r ig h t to car
ry  a gun and to m arch alongside 
of w h ite  soldiers. Even i f  we’r? 
called radicals fo r dem anding out
r ig h ts , we’re going to figh t u n til 
we get them .”  ■

R eview ing the events th a t lea 
up to the m eeting Reverend C lar
ence T. R. Nelson, P ub lic ity  C ha ir
man fo r the committee, reported 
th a t i t  a ll began when Nathanie l 
S m ith , a w orld  w ar veteran, 
called the headquarters of the 
M innesota home guard by tele
phone to en list. Sm ith  was greeted 
en thus iastica lly  and to ld to report 
to  help in  the organ ization of the 
guard. B u t he was turned down 
cold when i t  was discovered tha t 
he was a . Negro. Since then, ap 
p lica tions from  dozens of other 
Negroes have been system atica lly 
rejected.

D E F E N S E  C O M M IT T E E  
FO R M E D
• In  January rhe St. Paul branch 

o f the N ationa l Association fo r 
t ile  Advancement of Colored Peo
ple met to discuss the problem and 
i t  was out o f th is  m eeting that 
the M innesota Negro Defense 
Committee was formed to figh t 
fo r equa lity  fo r Negroes in  the 
state and national defense pro
gram . A ttem pts to obtain an au
dience w ith  the governor were 
fru itle ss . Members of the com m it
tee were referred instead to Col
onel S tutz, head of the home de
fense forces in  the state, who told 
them tha t he was on ly a subord i
nate of the governor who was the

commander-in-chief o f the state 
forces.

I t  was no t u n til the com m it
tee threatened to  organize a 
m arch on the  sta te  cap ito l th a t 
t h e  governor appointed a 
com m ittee to  study the case. 
The on ly suggestion th a t the 
com m ittee had to  o ffe r  was to 
set up J im  Crow un its  in M in 
nesota, bu t th is  suggestion was 
qu ick ly  dropped when protests 
from  a ll over the state reached 
the cap ito l.
Unable to ignore any longer the 

demands fo r an explanation, Stas
sen in v ited  members o f the Negro 
Defense CommiUee to a confer
ence where he to ld  them he was 
unable to order the acceptance of 
Negro a p p lic a n t in to  the home 
guard since i t  would be a v io la 
tio n  of the United States “ m il i 
ta ry  code.”

A lthough Colonel Stutz had in 
form ed the com m ittee th a t th is  
“ code”  which barred Negroes from  
serving in  the same, troops w ith  
w h ite  soldiers was not law  but 
s im p ly  a “ custom,”  the governor 
insisted tha t there was no th ing he 
could do about it ,  The on ly satis
faction  tha t the com m ittee ob
tained from  Stassen -was his agree
ment to appear a t last week’s 
meeting.
S TA S S E N ’S L A M E  EXCU SES 

A lthough  Stassen tr ied  des
perate ly to pass the buck to  the 
“ m ilita ry  au tho rities .”  those 
who attended the m eeting 
m ainta ined f irm ly  th a t the 
blame fo r  th is  outrageous tre a t
m ent lay  d ire c tly  a t his door. 
The governor tr ie d  to  sidestep 
the rea l issue by pro testing  
th a t he had never been g u ilty  
o f d isc rim ina tion  aga inst N eg
roes; th a t he had never ob
jected to  s it t in g  in  the same 
classroom w ith  them  when he 
was in  school and th a t he had 
accepted th e ir  help g lad ly  when 
he worked as a conducier on 
the ra ilro a d !
Speaker a fte r speaker took the 

floo r to ask Stassen wlvat he was 
going to do about th is  so-called 
code. Was he going to t r y  to
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In  Defense o f the Soviet U n io n ............................. (10?)
S ta lin ism  and Bolshevism .......................................... (10?)
Leon Sedov.........................  (10c)

F o r each 1-year subscription o f $ 2 .0 0  one o f  
the fo llow ing:

The Case o f Leon T ro ts k y  (p a p e r) ......................... (75?)
Lessons o f October (p a p e r) ........................................ (50?)
W h ith e r F rance (p a p e r) .......................   (50?)
F rom  Lenin to  S ta lin ................................................... (50?)

For each 1-year com bination subscription of 
, $ 3 .0 0  one o f the fo llow ing:
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change i t  and give Negroes equal 
oppo rtun ity  as provided in the 
cons titu tion  of the United States?

" I f  you aré rea lly  the com 
mander-in-chier, be the command, 
er-in-chlef and get r id  of officers 
who do not w ant to take in  Ne
groes,”  challenged Reverend N e l
son.

Cecil Newman, ed ito r of the m il 
ita n t newspapers, Minneapolis 
Spokesman and St. Paul Recorder 
said, “ There is no difference be
tween a w h ite  man serving as an 
officer of Negro troops and a Ne
gro serving as an officer of w h ite  
troops. I f  th is  code is a custom, 
i t  is a ro tten  custom. We in v ite  
you, Governor Stassen, to s trike  
the f irs t blow tha t w i l l  break 
down th is  vicious code."

B u t Stassen on ly replied feebly 
th a t he would not defy a ru le  or 
code of the United States.

“ We are not asking you to defy 
the law ; we are asking you to do 
som ething to change it , ”  said one 
speaker.

“ Is  i t  more im p o rtan t to sup
po rt a vic ious m il ita ry  custom 
than i t  is  to support the 14th 
amendment o f the co n s titu tio n ? ”  
asked another.

“ Here’s your chance to become a 
great man, Governor Stassen. You 
can take the firs t step toward 
b r in g in g  about equa lity  fo r Ne
groes in  the armed forces,”  said 
s t i l l  another.

B u t Governor Stassen was 
n o t in terested in  becoming a 
g rea t man. Governor Stassen is 
in terested on ly in  upho ld ing a 
system th a t breeds in jus tice , in 
equa lity  and d iscrim ina tion .

STA S S E N  T H O R O U G H LY  
D IS C R E D IT E D

And the real m eaning of the gov
e rnor’s refusal to do an y th in g  to 
help break down the te rrib le  d is c r i
m ination  against the Negro people 
was summarized by one ins is ten t 
l i t t le  Negro woman who demand
ed, “ W hat would happen to you, 
Governor Stassen, i f  you issued 
an o rder to the m il ita ry  officers 
to accept Negroes in to  the armea 
forces? W'hat would they do to 
you?”

The good governor mumbled to 
h im se lf and then said, “ They 
m igh t say I ’m not f it  to hold of
fice or th a t I ’m opposed to national 
defense.”

“ Then you’re a fra id  to take a 
chance, aren’t  you, Governor?”  
said the l i t t le  Negro woman. 
“ You’re a fra id  to t r y  i t ! ”

Men and women present hurled 
question a fte r question at Stassen 
who looked uncom fortab ly about 
h im  and repealed monotonously, 
“ I  can’t  defy the m il ita ry  code of 
the U n ited Stales.”

Convinced th a t Stassen was no: 
going to do an y th in g  to help 
them, the assembly allowed hii7. 
to leave.

W h ile  preparations are being 
made to ca rry  on a legal figh t 
against th is  d isc rim in a tio n  as a 
v io la tio n  of th e ir ' constitu tiona l 
righ ts , the Minnesota Negro De
fense Committee and its  many 
supporters in  the state are de
term ined to take whatever steps

Headquarters o f the Cannon-For-M ayor cam paign com m ittee, a t 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, New 
Y o rk  C ity , d isp lay these la rge  banners ca llin g  on the New Y o rk  w orkers to  support James P. 
Cannon, N a tiona l Secretary o f the Socia list W orkers  P a rty , the T ro ts k y is t A n ti-W a r p a rty  m ay
o ra lty  candidate.

Subsistence Incomes 
To Be Taxed For War
Senate Committee Backs Reduced Tax Exemptions To Place 
War Costs Burden On Low-Wage Earners And Lower Middle Class

The powerful Senate Finance Committee, at the direction 
of President Roosevelt and backed by leading Big Business or
ganizations, especially the National Association of Manufac
tures, on August 25 approved the administration-sponsored pro
posal to lower the income tax base in order to cover six m illion 
more individuals in the lower income groups.

This is the latest measure of the administration intended 
to place the burden of war costs on the workers and lower mid
dle class.

The new war tax bill, if  passed, w ill tax incomes of single 
persons earning as little as $750 a year—$14.42 a week. Mar
ried persons earn ing as l i t t le  a s ®
$1500 a year, $1000 less than the 
governm ent’s own figures fo r a 
m in im um  decency and com fort le
vel of e x is te n ce ;'w ill likew ise be 
forced to pay income taxes.

Before the war, single persons 
were exempt who earned less than 
$1,000 annually, and m arried  per
sons earn ing less than $2500 did 
hot have to pay income tax. I f f  
1940, the base was broadened, ex
emptions being lowered to $800 
fo r single people and $2000 fo r 
m arried ' ind iv idua ls . 
M A N U F A C T U R E R S  ASS N 
B A C K E D  N E W  T A X E S

A ch ie f proponent of the new 
tax measure is the N a tiona l Asso
c ia tion  o f M anu fac tu re rs ,, whose 
spokesman, L iv ing s ton  W. Hous
ton, provided the Senate Finance 
Committee w ith  some of its  p r in 
cipal “ argum ents”  in  favor of the 
measure.

Appealing fo r  a general sales 
tax and broadening of the income

are necessary to ga in fu ll equal
ity  fo r the Negro people in  the 
armed forces and out. The th re a t
ened march on the capito l may 
soon be a rea lity . The fine work' 
of the Minnesota Negro Defense 
Committee, the courage and m il i
tancy displayed by the assembly 
in  St. Paul last week are proof 
tha t one of the most oppressed 
sections in the present-day society 
can, through organization, make 
its  voice heard and its  power felt.

tax  base, Houston stated before 
the Senate F inance Committee, on 
August 19, tha t 75 per cent o f the 
na tiona l income goes to those m ak
ing  $5,000 a year o r less and 
therefore, those m aking $5,000 or 
less should be required to pay 75 
per cent of a ll taxes.

W hat Houston should have c i t 
ed, to have told the tru th , is tha t 
the 95 per cent of the population 
Which earns incomes o f less tnan 
$5,000 a year gets on ly  75 per cent 
of the national Income.

He should have reported th a t 
.3 per cent o f the population! 
earn ing average annual incomes 
of $47,600 in  1938, had amassed 
30.4 per cent, of a ll in d iv idu a l sav
ings, yet had paid on ly  17.7 per 
cent o f a ll taxes.

W O R KERS P A Y  T A X E S , 
BOSSES G E T P R O FITS

D u rin g  the same year, T7 per 
cent of Am erican fam ilies secured 
average annual incomes o f only 
$346. And 22 cents out of every 
do lla r o f th is  was taken from  them 
in  the fo rm  o f hidden taxes, p r i
m a rily  sales taxes.

F o r the eighty per cent o f Ame
rican fam ilies  who subsist on in 
comes of $2.000 a year or less 
every penny taken in  taxes means 
a loss in  terms o f essential food, 
clo th ing,-m edica l care, and a l l  tli?  
other necessities of life .

The hand fu l c f ow ning class 
parasites who do no w o rk  and 
produce noth ing, yet have more

La Guardia Fires Ewart Guinier, 
Negro Trade Union Official

Last week Mayor LaGuardia appointed Samuel- J. Battle® 
as the first Negro parole commissioner ever to serve in New 
York. Curiously enough, this appointment came just at the 
same time LaGuardia is about to make a bid for Negro support 
in his campaign for a th ird term as Mayor. Battle’s appoint
ment w ill be used by the LaGuardia machine to prove what 
a friend to the Negroes the present administration has always 
been. The facts are the exact reverse. 1 

The most flagrant example of®-------------------------------------------- -
LaG uard ia ’s J im  Crowism was his 
recent f ir in g  of Edw ard G. Gui'n- 
ier, a ju n io r exam iner in  the Mu
n ic ipa l C iv il Service Commission, 
on the grounds tha t he "w ro n g fu l
ly  and u n la w fu lly ”  lived w ith  a 
w h ite  woman.

In  rea lity , G u in ie r was fired  be
cause he was elected last A p r il to 
t.he presidency of the New York 
D is tr ic t of the Stale, County and 
M un ic ipa l W orkers of America, 
CIO. G u in ie r was a v ic tim  o f La 
G uard ia ’s v io len t hatred of the 
CIO. B u t the fac t tha t LaG uar
dia stooped to in c ite  rac ia l p re ju 
dice tt> ca rry  on his anti-C IO  a c ti
v ity , is  an in d ica tion  o f how deep 
is h is election day friendsh ip  fo r 
the Negro people.

LaG uard ia  has attempted to 
make ou t a case against G uin ie r 
in  order to save his po litica l face.

graduated as an honor student 
from  both Columbia U n ivers ity  
and New York U n ive rs ity , possess
es a Master's . Degree in  govern
mental research, and has been so 
ou ts tand ing ly  e ffic ien t in his c!ty 
job tha t the president of the C iv il 
Service Commission, Paul J. 
Kern, repeatedly commended him .

There are 150.000 c ity  employees 
and th is  is the f irs t  tim e in  h is to 
ry  that.one of them has been fired  
fo r "m o ra l tu rp itu de .”  LaG uar
dia ’s appointm ent of B attle  to the 
parole commission does not prove 
his friendsh ip  fo r the Negroes. 
R ather does it  prove tha t he has 
the typ ica l attitudfc of the sou
thern  landlords—* *  bone fo r one 
or two “ fa ith fu l”  colored re ta in  
ers, and a c ry  about the honor of 
w h ite  womaut’ eoH and an econo

He has fa iled in  th is . G u in ie r wag u n ie  lyn ch in g  fu r  a i] hiegroeo '.vljp

dare to defend th e ir  r ig h ts  as
workers.•
T H E  N O R T H E R N  B R A N D  
OF J IM  CROW

B attle  has served on the police 
force fo r over 20 years. In  that 
tim e he’s helped to break up w o rk
ers’ meetings in  Harlem  as well 
as the other d ir ty  w ork  tha t a 
cop is ordered to ca rry  out by an
ti-labor adm in is tra tions. G uin ier. 
on the other baud, became a union 
o ffic ia l and tried  to get better 
conditions fo r the m unicipal w o rk 
ers. There is the difference.

The Negroes in  New York must 
-not be taken in  th is  year by the 
part-tim e friendsh ip  of the adm in
is tra tio n . They m ust vote against 
LaG uard ia as a representative of 
the bosses who w i l l  speak in 
fr ie n d ly  tones to the Negroes as 
long as they don’t demand th e ir  
r ig h ts  —  in  other words, a rep
resentative o f the no rthern  brand 
of J im  Crow. Negroes m ust vote 
fo r a real f ig h te r against J im  
Crow, an advocate of fu l l  social 
economic and po litica l equa lity  
fo r the Negro people —  James P 
Cannon, T ro tsky is t A n ti-W ar can
didate fo r  Mayor.

than they can expend even on 
fan tastic  luxu ries  and m ust save 
most of th e ir  income, m igh t easi
ly  give up 95 per cent o f th e ir  in 
comes and s t i l l  live  more hand
somely than the average w orker.

T ru s t the Roosevelt adm in i
s tra tion , however, to push any 
scheme w h ich w il l  in te ns ify  the 
boss class robbery of the masses 
and safeguard the wealth and se
c u r ity  of the. w ar profiteers.

Lawyer Scores 
Smith Act In 
Mpls. Meeting

M IN N E A P O LIS , M inn., August 
27.— Em phasizing the need fo r un
derstanding the dangers t h a t  
threaten c iv i l libe rties  today, 
fo rm er Judge A r th u r  LeSuour 
one o f the attorneys defending the 
indicted members of the Socialist 
W orkers  P a rty , spoke a t an open 
T w in  C ity  m eeting o f the W ork 
ers Defense League held ton ight 
in t l i is  c ity . N early  70 members 
and friends of the organization 
were in  attendance.

“ The Sm ith  A c t.”  said LeSueur. 
“ is c learly  unconstitu tiona l. I t  ai 
most p ro h ib its  th in k in g . A ny
th in g  «you m igh t say or do unde, 
th is  act could be adjudged a 
crim e.”

Q uoting from  Blaekstone, L in 
coln, Holmes and other author 
¡ties, LeSueur pointed out the 
great im portance tha t has always 
been attached to the safe-guard 
in g  of c iv il liberties. S u rp ris ing ly  
enough, W oodrow W ilson was 
quoted as having said, “ Every man 
should have the p riv ilege  to u tte r 
the real conditions of his m ind, 
even to the extent of revo lu tion 
a ry  practices i f  i t  be necessary.”  
B u t th is, LeSueur pointed out, was 
before W ilson becaipe president.

In  his discussion of the in d ic t
ments, LeSueur stated tha t there 
are no defin ite and specific allega
tions contained in  them, tha t they 
are m erely the opin ions o f the dis
t r ic t  a ttorney.

A r th u r  Sternberg, T reasurer of 
the T w in  C ity  W orkers Defense 
League, presided at the meeting. 
A collection am ounting  to $24 was 
taken. Collection lis ts  of the C iv il 
R ights Defense Committee fo r 
fu r th e r fund-ra is ing  were handed 
out. to many of those attend ing the 
meeting. The W orkers Defense 
League here bar endorsed the 
C iv il R ights Defense Committee 
and is a id in g  i t  loca lly  in  the 
w ork  o f the defense.

Buy the M IL IT A N T

IN MINNEAPOLIS
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P ioneer News Co.,
238 Second A v., South 

A . Peterson News Stand, 
W ash ing ton  A v . &  B ’w ay N . 

Labo r Book store,
919 M arq ue tte  A v.

New York SWP District 
Will Complete Quota

Dear Comrade Editor:
The (inai report in last week’s M ilitan t on the War Chest 

is that the party nationally obtained 90 per cent of its $10,000 
quota. One of the major reasons for the 10 per cent national 
shortage was the 83% obtained by New York on its quota of 
$2500.

It should be pointed out, however, that the difference be
tween the 83 per cent ($2066.08) turned in by New York and 
the pledged $2500 is to be made up by comrades who work at 
a trade which did not make it possible for them to pay up on 
time. The membership in New York did its part and the de
linquent comrades are paying up as they come into town. I ’m 
sure we shall be able to announce'full payment soon.

■ Financial Secretary, - 
New York District

UNION LEADER EXPOSES 
WIRE-TAPPING BY FBI

(Continued fro m  page 1) 
he would jo in  the picket line. T in  
New Y o rk  W ORLD-TELEGRAM  
two days la te r carried a “ scoop’ 
p red ic ting  tha t Bridges would ap 
pear o il the p icket line.

On another occasion, Bridge! 
tore up a p i e c e  of paper in t( 
queer sizes, tossed the serapi 
in to  a w a s t e - b a s k e t ,  an< 
hastened to a hotel across the 
street where the PM  rep o rte r had 
a room d irec ly  opposite Bridges’ . 
From  there they observed the go
vernm ent sleuths w ith  a telescope 
and witnessed Hoover's men in 
vading Bridges’ room and try ing  
to piece together the paper scrap? 
in the waste-basket.

Calls were repeatedly put th ru  
from  the reporte r’s room t  r  
B ridges’, phone, and on each occa 
sion the two governm ent agents 
were observed dashing to the floo r 
at a corner of th e ir  room where 
th e ir  lis te n in g  apparatus was con 
nected w ith  the phone box.

On August 22, Bridges and the 
reporters yanked the F B I m icro
phone out of the phone box as ev i
dence. A t 2:30 A. M. a PM pho
tographer stationed outside the 
espionage agents' room, took a 
picure of one of the agents, iden
tif ie d  as Special Agent Evelle J. 
Younger, as he attem pted to dash 
from  his room unobserved. In  the 
room carbon copies of the two F B I 
reports were found.

Bridges’ suspicions were firs t 
aroused when lie sought a room 
at the hotel and was In fo rm e d .th a t 
on ly one room was ava ila b ly , 
which the management insisted oil 
his tak in g  a t -i reduced rate. An 
anonymous phone call by Bridges 
to the hotel proved tha t the man
agement was ly ing . Bridges took 
the room anyhow, and soon heard 
queer sounds in the next room 
and discovered tha t his telephone 
was dead. T h is  put h im  wise to 
what was up.

The w ell-in form ed C h i c a g o  
D a ily  News, owned ■ by Secretary 
of Navy Knox, disclosed on August 
28 tha t “ a source in  the Depart

ment of Justice”  had revealed tha t 
J. Edgar IloQver, F B I head, had 
recently proposed to ir.d ic t and 
prosecute office rs of the Commu
n is t P arty  and na tiona l leaders 
of CIO unions on charges of “ c r i
m ina l synd ica lism .”  Among the 
CIO unions involved were the 
Longshoremen's, the N ationa l Ma
r it im e  Union and the Am erican 
Com m unications Association. The 
proposal was made to fo rm er A t
torney General Jackson. The pro
posal was dropped wnen the Sta
lin is ts  adopted a pro-war line .

The D a ily  News reports:
“ Jackson, it  was learned, tu rn 

ed down the Hoover suggestion, 
but presum ably approved another 
request tha t was coupled w ith  t ilts  
one, fo r perm ission fo r  the F B I 
to in s ta ll dictaphones ‘in  places 
frequented by labor leaders who 
are thought, to be active in  be
ha lf o f the Communist party,! ”

On th is  basis, the F B I can tap 
the phone o f any un ion or un ion 
o ffic ia l on the grounds of “ sus
pected”  com m unist a ffilia tio ns .

There is a federal law against 
w ire-tapping, hut tha t never stops 
the FBI-Gestapo. w h ich is a law  
unto itse lf,

The Bridges’ w ire-tapp ing in 
cident adds add itiona l evidence to 
the m ounting  facts p o in ting  to the 
use of the F B I as a labor spy and 
union sm ashing agency. In  recent 
months, the F lu  has engaged in 
hounding, spying on and in t im i
da ting  members o f the CIO Fede> 
ra l W orkers union, third-degree
ing. W PA w orkers in  New Y ork  
and New Jersey, and a id ing  in  fe r
re tin g  out CIO union memners :n 
the Navy yards, who were subse
quen tly  dismissed as “ un re ll- 
ables.”

The most notorious recent case 
of the use o f the F B I fo r anti-5a- 
bor purposes was tile  ra ids on the 
headqarters of the Socia list W ork
ers P arty  in  M inneapolis and St. 
Paul, and the subsequent in d ic t
ment of members o f the SWP and 
the CIO m otor transport workers 
union. Local 544, on federal char
ges of “ seditious conspiracy.”

In  another part of the paper we 
advertise fo r the first tim e  a sub
scrip tion  o ffe r fo r the M IL IT A N T  
and the FOURTH IN T E R N A 
T IO N A L , made possible by the 
generous o ffe r of special rates on 
publications pu t out by PIONEER 
PU BLISH ER S.

The o ffe r w i l l  run  for- two 
months, ending on November 7, a 
date doubly s ign ifican t to the 
membership o f our T ro tsky is t o r
ganization. I t  represents not on ly 
the date of the successful pro le
ta rian  up ris ing  in  Jtussia but also 
the b irthda te  of Leon T ro tsky, 
one of the two greatest figures of 
th a t revo lu tion.

The membership o f the Social
is t W orkers P arty  lias been asked 
to w o rk  fo r  the rea liza tion  of 500 
new subscriptions to the par /  
press in  the two months ahead. 
The b r i l l ia n t  record of its  last en
deavor makes t i l ls  quota look lik e  
no th ing  a t a ll. In  February and 
M arch of th is  year, on another 
special subscrip tion offer, the 
members o f the pa rty  came

through w ith  the am azing to ta l of 
almost 2000 subscrip tions* to the 
press.

The arrests and ind ic tm ents at 
St. Paul have served as a d is tin c t 
s tim u lus to the pa rty  membership 
to advance the w ork  of dissem in
a tin g  our ideas through our press. 
One o f our branches in  a Penn
sy lvania town has th is  to w r ite : 

“ The w ork o f the p a rty  is 
progressing exceptiona lly  we ll. 
La s t n ig h t we got another sub 
to the M IL IT A N T  and expect 
to  re c ru it  another new member 
Sunday. A l l  o f us are very w e ll 
pleased w ith  the M IL IT A N T  
and m ost o f the people to  whom 
we send it. look fo rw a rd  to re 
ce iv ing  it .

“ The a rre s t o f the 29 hits in 
creased our enthusiasm and de
te rm in a tio n  to ca rry  on. We 
are bu ild ing  the pa rty  and en
trench ing  ourselves in the o r
ganized labo r movement, and 
when we can do th is  in  th is  
period o f reaction we know 
th a t the fu tu re  is ours ”

For the tru th  about how Negroes are treated by 
the Jim  Crow O fficer caste,

R E A D

‘The Negro and the U. S. Army9
By EU G EN E V A R L IN  

29 page pamphlet-. . .  5c
PIONEER PUBLISHERS

116 University Place New York, N. Y.
Also obtainable th rough  a ll Branch lite ra tu re  agents o f the 

Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty .
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Local 544-CIO  
Drivers Press 
For Elections

CP, Hillman Form Anti-Lewis Bloc
( Continued from  page J) 

has given ve ry  l i t t le  space to th is  
te ll in g  s to ry . B u t d rive rs  present 
a t the hearings have spread the 
s to ry  by word o f mouth th rou gh 
ou t the indus try , an cl th is  fo rm a l 
presen ta tion  a t the hearings has 
thus  served to b rin g  home to 
every d r iv e r and warehouseman 
the fa c t th a t h is own experiences 
d u rin g  the la s t tw o  and a h a lf 
m onths have been typ ica l o f the 
whole c ity , and th a t despite a ll 
the  in tim id a tio n  the w orkers in 
the  in d u s try  rem ain as ever loya l 
to  the un ion w h ich  they b u ilt  in 
the g re a t s trikes  o f 1934.

Local 544-CIO has as m any 
men .as State C onc ilia to r B la ir  
w i l l  lis ten  to  who w i l l  te ll h im  
th a t a ll his brazen a ttem pts  fo r  
ten weeks -to refuse an eleotion 
w il l  no t ava il h im  and his boss, 
Governor Stassen, o r th e ir  fr ien d  
Tobin.

T h a t the bosses m ay be aban
doning th e ir  hope o f fo is tin g  
T o b in ’s “ un ion”  on the men was 
ind ica ted th is  week when one 
g roup  o f employers, the concrete 
b lock m anufacture rs, announced 
in  a nego tia tion  m eeting w ith  
Local 544-CIO th a t the em ployers’ 
com m ittee was go ing to  demand 
th a t  B la ir  o rder an election to 
determ ine w hich un ion represents 
the  men. The bosses have done 
a ll they could fo r  Tobin fo r  ten 
weeks bu t are now beg inn ing to 
w eary  o f the battle.

The concrete block m an u fa c tu r
ers were undoubtedly m otiva ted 
in  th is  s ta tem ent by the sad ex
perience o f the wholesale g ro 
cery, tra n s fe r, cold storage and 
o ther employers, who tho ugh t 
the y  had “ solved”  the problem  by' 
s ign ing  a ro tte n  con tract w ith  
the Tobin "u n io n ”  tw o  weeks ago. 
T ob in ’s agents announced the 
con tract bu t would no t p r in t  i t  
in  th e ir  newspaper.

W hereupon the ‘ In d u s tria l 
O rgan ize r,’ 544-CIO weekly, 
b rough t ou t a special bu lle tin

Biddle ''Defends“ 
Civil Liberties

Francis' B iddle, ju s t  approv
ed by the Senate Jud ic ia ry  
Com m ittee fo r  the post o f A t 
to rney  General defended h im 
se lf a t the Com m ittee hear
ings on charges o f condoning 
w ire -ta p p in g  in  the Bridges 
case. “ I t  is  a d ir ty  business, 
o f course,”  B iddle stated, “ but 
. . . w e  have bandoned c iv il 

r ig h ts  before in  t i m e s  of  
w a r  . . . ”

The Senate Com m ittee ac
qu itted  B iddle, approv ing  his 
nom ina tion  unanim ously. S ta 
ted Sen. Donaher, “ No one is 
more zealous to p ro te c t c iv il 
libe rties  than M r. B iddle, the 
nominee.”  Except “ in tim es o f 
w a r” , o f course.

War-Mongers Unite At UE Convention; 
Stalinists Lead Drive Against Lewis

By A U T  PREIS

The Stalinist and llillm an ite  forces at the (".10 United Elec- 
trical, Radio and Machine Workers’ Seventh Annual Convention 
at Camden, New Jersey, have joined together in a move to place 
the union, fifth  largest in the CIO, behind all-out support of the 
imperialist war.

The first formal action of this new unholy alliance of Stal
in is ts  and H illin a n ite s  on the Gen-® 
oral Executive Board was a state

pub lish ing  the te x t o f the Tobin 
con tract together w ith  an an
n ih ila t in g  analysis o f its  p ro 
boss character. The net resu lt 
o f th is  Tobin-em ployers m an
euver was indicated by one w it 
ness a t the hea ring ; he was 
describ ing how a Tob in  “ o r
gan izer”  demanded to  know 
why he was w earing a CIO-544 
bu tton . “ Casey (Tobin 's repre
sen ta tive ) pu t th is  bu tton  on 
me,”  answered the w orker, 
“ when he signed th a t lousy 
con tract.”

State Labor C onc ilia to r B la ir  
was thorough ly  flustered Monday 
when one w o rke r tes tified  th a t 
“ Red”  O’Laugh lin , a Tobin “ o r
ga n ize r”  fro m  D e tro it, had boast
ed th a t “ Governor Stassen and 
B la ir  are w ith  the A F L .”

B u t the fa c t is  no th in g  new. 
In  the Ju ly , 1941 issue o f Tob in ’s 
T E A M S TE R S  JO U R N A L , Tob
in  was ind iscreet enough to 
p r in t  a le tte r  from  one o f his 
representatives in  M inneapolis, 
T. T. Neal, boasting th a t “ Gov
ernor Stassen o f M innesota has

ment, on August 31, ca lling  fo r  
fu ll support to Roosevelt’s w ar 
policies and c r it ic is in g  John L. 
Lew is as an “ appeaser."

“ Inasm uch as th is  is the first 
m a jo r CIO m eeting since John L. 
Lew is signed the appeasement 
statement w ith  fourteen leading 
Republican iso la tion ists, the U.E. 
R.M.W.’s stand on the A dm in is 
tra tio n 's  fore ign po licy is expected 
to be watched care fu lly ,”  the state
ment declared.

T h is  d irect reference to Lewis, 
—  taken together w ith  other rec
ent actions and statements of the 
S ta lin is ts  —  Indicates th a t thè 
S ta lin is ts  are seeking a jo in t on
slaught of the S ta lln ls t-H illm an- 
ite  forces against John L. Lewis 
and the progressive sectors of the 
CIO, who have thus fa r success
fu lly  resisted the e ffo rts  o f the 
H illin a n ite s  to place the indus
t r ia l un ion movement under the 
thum b o f the governm ent’s war 
machine.

Undoubtedly (he S ta lin is ts  have 
been the prim e movers behind th is  
new un ited  reactionary labor 
front,.

P rio r to the UER M W  conven
tion, the S ta lin is t and the H ill-

promised to  do eve ry th ing  
w ith in  the law  to  be he lp fu l to 
us . . .  ”

B u t a ll Stassen's help, and a ll 
Roosevelt’s aid, w i l l  no t ava il 
Tobin. As F ra n k  B arn ha rt, John 
L. Lew is ’ personal representative 
and reg iona l d ire c to r o f the U n it 
ed C onstruction W orkers O rgan
iz in g  Com m ittee to which Local 
544-CIO is a ffilia te d , said a t M on
day’s membership m eeting : .

“ Tobin has lo ts  o f m ember
ship ledgers, but we’ve got the 
members.”

Stalinists Displeased 
With UAW Convention

By A N T H O N Y  M A S S IN I «®-
Roy Hudson, union whip for the Communist Party, is dis

satisfied with the results of the Buffalo convention of the United 
Auto Workers, CIO, and no little  grieved by the failure of the 
delegates at that convention to “ sufficiently reflect and act in 
the spirit of the new situation.”  The “ new situation”  refers to 
the Stalinists’ recent change in line to wholehearted support of 
Roosevelt's war program.

In the Sunday Worker of August 31, Hudson records his 
cornplaints against the most progressive union in the American 
labor movement. According to him, the resolution adopted on 
the w a r and aid to  the Soviet® -------------------------------------------------------
U n ion  and G reat B r ita in  did no t 
go fa r  enough, and the delegates 
fa ile d  to devote su ffic ie n t discus
sion and a tten tion  to the w a r 
question.

He says, “ I f  the s trugg le  
aga ins t H itle r is m  is the concern 
o f  Am erican labo r and the con
ven tion  declared th a t i t  is, then 
the  convention fa iled  in its  du ty  
to  labo r and the Am erican peo
ple by decla ring  th a t i t  is w il l in g  
fo r  the B rit is h , the Chinese and 
the Soviet people to die to  defend 
democracy, b u t i t  is opposed to 
ou r a ll-o u t e f fo r t  fo r  the destruc
tio n  o f the common enemy.” .

T h a t is, the auto w orkers  fa iled  
in  th e ir  “ du ty  to  labo r and the 
Am erican people”  by opposing 
U n ited  States e n try  in to  the w a r 
and the sending o f an A E F . The 
auto w orkers are, a t the  ve ry  
least, hypocrites, and cow ard ly 
ones, according to  Hudson. They 
are w illin g  fo r  o the r w orkers to 
g e t k ille d  in the w ar, b u t they  
hesitate a t g e ttin g  k ille d  them 
selves.

Hudson feels th a t one o f the 
reasons fo r  th is  is th a t the con
vention , which lasted tw o  weeks, 
spent so l i t t le  tim e discussing 
the various war-m ongering res’o- 
lu tions. Instead i t  devoted itse lf 
p r im a r ily  to discussions on uniorn- 
bu ild in g  problems and organiza
tio n a l w ork. Hudson would not 
dare to object 1o th a t as such, but 
he does ind ica te how more tim e 
could, have been found fo r b lud
geoning the delegates in to  vo ting  
fo r  a declaration o f war.

“ M uch o f the tim e,”  he 
po in ts  out, “ was consumed in  
the  discussions o f questions 
such as those g row ing  ou t 
o f the seating o f the A ll is  
Chalmers delegates and the 
N o rth  Am erican s tr ike , a t a 
tim e  when these questions 
though im p o rta n t in  them 
selves should have been sub
ord inated to  the overwhelm -

ing  demands o f the new s i
tua tion .”
There is a good reason w hy 

Hudson would like  to see ques
tions lik e  the N o rth  Am erican 
s tr ik e  dropped and forgotten, and 
th is  reason canpot be separated 
from  the w ar question. For bow 
can delegates s it and discuss the 
breaking of a s tr ik e  w ith  feder
al troops by the Roosevelt ad
m in is tra tion , and at the same 
tim e endorse th is  same Roose
ve lt's  “ w ar fo r  democracy” ? Bni- 
barràssing would be a m ild  word 
fo r the s itua tion .

No less em barrassing would 
have been thorough discussion of 
th a t s tr ik e  so fa r as the S ta lin 
ists themselves are concerned. 
For such a discussion would show 
th a t the CP fu lly  supported the 
s tr ik e  and denounced Roosevelt's 
s trike-b reaking early  In June, 
and today abandons and refuses 
to defend its  cwn people in  tha t 
s itua tion  who are under attack 
from  the H illm a n ite s  in  the U- 
AW . Yes. i t  is easy to see why 
Hudson would have preferred no 
discussion a t a ll on the N orth  
Am erican s trike .

The “ anti-Com m unists ’.’ reso
lu tio n  adopted by the convention 
is of course “ equally d isappoint
in g ”  to the S ta lin is ts . Hudson 
expla ins at length w hy i t  is 
wrong, and how i t  plays in to  the 
hands of employers, etc.

B u t he does not take the 
troub le  to expla in w hat forces at 
the convention introduced the 
various “ an ti-red”  resolutions, and 
what connections' the S ta lin is ts  
had w ith  those forces. The rea
son Hudson rem ains s ilen t about 
the authorsh ip  o f these resolu
tions is tha t, in  spite of these 
resolutions, the Com m unist P a rty  
is pe rfectly  w ill in g  and eager to 
collaborate w ith  the authors, the 
most conservative and reaction
a ry  groups, so long as these 
groups support the war.

T h is is  made pe rfec tly  clear

iu  the concluding sections of 
Hudson’s artic le , where he under
takes to exp la in  the shortcom 
ings of the convention. " I t  can 
be explained by the fa ilu re  o f a l
most a ll forces w ith in  the UAW A 
to ad just themselves to the new 
s itua tion , the cu rry in g  over of old 
fac tiona l ties, old line-ups, old 
groupings, old prejudices in to  the 
convention w ith o u t regard to the 
new s itua tion ,”  etc.

And Hudson makes clear that 
he is re fe rr in g  not on ly  to the 
K illm an -R eu the r group, he means 
a ll the groups, in c lud in g  tlie  “ so- 
called ‘progressives’ ”  whose role 
“ was not one to he commended’ 
e ithe r (a lthough the CP support 
ed these “ progressives”  at the 
convention).

The fo rm er line-up o f the S ta l
in is ts  w ith  the Lew is forces 
against the H illin a n ite s  no longer 
fits  in  the “ new s itu a tio n ." A t 
tha t tim e, “ the ro le of Lewis 
was the more progressive one,”  
but th a t is now ended. The “ d if
ferences th a t had arisen previous
ly  . were now overshadowed by 
the new developments.”

And here Hudson lavs down 
•the new lin e  fo r the S ta lin is ts  in 
the UAW . Le t us forget the “ o ld”  
fac tiona l ties, line-ups, groupings 
and prejudices, ho pleads, fo r th is  
is a “ new”  s itua tion . We. the 
S ta lin is ts , also w ant to support 
the w ar now, and n a tu ra lly , we 
w ill drop a ll th is  nonsense about 
s trikes and better conditions and 
strugg le against the bosses. Let 
us be reasonable, le t us forg ive 
and forget the past and le t a ll of 
us who agree on the w ar get to 
gether again. L e t no th ing  rend 
asunder those who are in  favor 
of Roosevelt’s war. The S ta lin 
ists must, “ s trive  to un ite  a ll those' 
who T O D A Y  have th is  common 
objective.”

He concludes by g iv in g  a w a rn 
in g  to the members of h is  party 
tha t they m ust pe rm it no th ing to 
stand in  the way of ca rry in g  out 
th is  line. Rank-and-file  m ilita n ts  
may be a l i t t le  hesitant about em
bracing the w ors t red-baiters in 
the union, b u t Hudson te lls  them  
c le a rly  th a t to deserve the name 
o f “ Com m unist,”  they m ust work 
in  “ s tr ic t  adherence to p r in c i
ple,”  th a t Is. to the warm onger 
in g  p rinc ip le  w h ich vio lates every
th in g  the S ta lin is t ranks w e ir  
to ld  yesterday.

m anite  f a c t i o n s  had fough t 
each o ther in  an e ffo rt to gain 
con tro l o f the un ion apparatus. 
W hatever bureaucratic differences 
may have divided them  in the 
past, i t  is the p o litica l Issues 
which have f in a lly  decided the 
line-ups—as they always do. Both 
the S ta lin is ts  and the H illing« - 
ites are in  basic agreement on Tin- 
conditiona l support o f the govern
ment and the war. and th is  is 
rap id ly  fo rg ing  them together in to  
a common reactionary fron t.

The jo int, action o f the S ta l
in is ts  and H illm a n ite s  in  th is  
Im po rta n t convention is on ly 
the la test and m ost d ram atic  
example o f the  S ta lin is t e f
fo r ts  to a lign  themselves w ith  
the H illm a n ite s  and the m ost 
reactionary elements o f the 
A F L  on a program  o f " u n ity ”  
against the a n ti-w a r forces in 
the unions.
The D a ily  W orker has been g iv 

ing  increasing and favorable recog
n itio n  and p u b lic ity  to the ac tiv 
itie s  and statements of the A F L  
leaders who nave given guaran
tees to Roosevelt of th e ir  w il l in g 
ness to sacrifice every r ig h t ot 
organized labor fo r Roosevelt’s 
w a r program.

LA B O R  U N IT Y  ON 
T H E  A F I/S  B ASIS

On August 29, the D a ily  W orker 
featured on its  fro n t page the ad
dress of W illia m  Green, A F L  
head, at the New Y ork State Fed-

era tion  o f Labor Convention, in  | toward by th is  p lay ing  up o f the 
which Green procla im ed h is fu ll A F L  leaders was disclosed more 
and unconditiona l support, o f openly in  a D a ily  W orker edjto-
Roosevelt and his “ war aims.” 
The D a ily  W orker described as a 
“ h igh po in t oi’ th is  m orn ing ’s ses
sion . . . the speech of President 
W illia m  Green of .the A F L - . - .  . 
declaring the A F L ’s fu ll support 
of the c ig li t. po in t Roosevelt- 
C h u rch ill declaration . . . ”

W hat the S ta lin is ts  arc d r iv in g

ria l, August 24, on the New York 
State A F L  convention, which 
stated:

“ The progressive position of 
the convention o f the State 
A F L — the la rges t S tate A F L  
o rgan iza tion  in  the coun try— is 
especially encouraging because 
i t  shows the g reat possib ilities

fo r  labor u n ity  o f A F L  and CIO 
behind a program  fo r defeat o f 
H itle rism .
“ In- the past, the established 

policies of the A F L  did not provide 
a basis lo r  im iiy . Now w ith  the 
•AFL O ffic ially ta k ih g  a progres
sive stand on the most im portan t 
issue before (he,.country —  the de
feat. of H it le r  —  a good basis e x 
ists fo r  jo in t" AFL-CIO  a c tiv ity  .

"The positiou of the CIO mein

TWU Demand Wage Rises

These are some o f the 4,000 workers who attended a recent m eeting o f the T ransp o rt W o rk 
ers U n ion (C IO ) and v igorous ly  applauded the un io n ’s demands fo r  increased wages fo r  the sub
way w orkers o f New Y o rk  C ity . W age increases have been announced by LaG ugrd ia ’s Board 
o f T ransporta tion , but both LaG uard ia and his Board refuse to  g ra n t the increases on a re tro 
active basis.

John L. Lewis: His Stand O n  
W ar, His Role In The Unions

By GEORGE B R E IT M A N

The new un ited f ro n t  o f the S ta lin is ts  and H illm a n ite s  against 
John L. Lew is con fronts every m il ita n t w o rke r in  the labor inove- 
m ent w ith  the necessity o f having a c lear and precise a ttitu d e  tow ard 
ihe Lew is group in the CIO. This involves an understand ing not on ly 
o f the position taken by Lew is on the w a r, bu t also o f the ro le  Lew is 
is p la y in g  in the union movement today.

The H illm a n -S tu lin is t forces are concen tra ting  th e ir  f ire  on 
Lew is ’ action la s t m onth in  s ign ing  his name to  a s ta tem ent on the 
w a r together w ith  14 lead ing Republican iso la tion is ts . L e t us begin,- 
the re fore, by exam in ing th a t “ a n ti-w a r”  statem ent.

. I t  is an ou t-and-out iso la tio n is t document. I t  opposes “ naval 
ac tion”  and the seizing o f bases outside the W estern Hemisphere, 
a lthough no t opposing seizures inside. I t  declares aga inst m il ita ry  
action outside the W estern Hem isphere bu t m a in ta ins  “ th a t A m e
rican  lives should be sacrificed”  fo r  “ independence”  o r to keep con
tro l o f the W estern Hemisphere.

T h is “ iso la tio n is t”  s ta tem ent is. in  short, one calculated to 
serve the in te rests o f those im p e ria lis ts  who are satisfied fo r  the 
tim e being to dom inate the Am ericas. I t  is no accident th a t reac
tionaries  like  Hoover and Landon could sign th e ir  name to  it .

In  addition, the sta tem ent comes out aga inst governm enta l aid 
to the Soviet U n ion as “ unauthorized”  and because the Soviet Un ion 
is no t a democracy. T h is  statem ent, i t  should be recalled, is signed 
by people who are no t opposed to  and as a m a tte r o f fa c t support 
the sending o f aid to  B r it is h  im peria lism .

Lewis Policy on the W ar
No class-conscious w o rke r can support th is  so-called “ an ti-" 

w a r”  s ta tem ent th a t Lew is signed, fo r  i t  is ne ithe r a n ti-w a r nor 
p ro -labor in character. The fundam enta l fa llac ies  in  i t  are:

I . .  I t  is no more progressive to  support “ W estern Hem is
phere”  im peria lism  than i t  is to support the im p e ria lis ts  who 
seek w o rld  dom ination.

2. I t  is incorrect to  support governm ent aid to B r it is h  im 
pe ria lism  in  the w ar as a means o f f ig h tin g  aga inst w ar.

Such support w i l l  lead in e v ita b ly  to in vo lv in g  the U n ited  States 
in the w a r. I f  the aid is to  ge t there, i t  means seeing th a t the aid 
is no t sunk, i t  means sending convoys to  prevent the N azis fro m  
s in k ing  the aid. Sending convoys means en te ring  on the road o f 
d ire c t and open “ shooting”  c o n flic t w ith  H itle r , i t  means “ in c i
dents”  w h ich  can easily  be used by the warm ongers fo r  the purpose 
o f beg inn ing the w ar. One step leads to  the next, and those who 
advocate aid to  B r ita in  today m ust lo g ica lly  ca ll fo r  w a r tom orrow . 
Those who re a lly  w a n t to  f ig h t aga inst U n ited  States e n try  in to  
the w a r w i l l  also refuse to  support aid to  B r it is h  im peria lism  today.

The Question o f A id  to the USSR
3. No m ilita n t w o rke r can consistently oppose aid to the 

Soviet Union.
O f course, we cannot adopt fo r  our own, the slogan o f govern

m ent aid to the Soviet U n ion. Those who would accept resp on s ib ility  
fo r  such a slogan m ust accept the resp on s ib ility  fo r  convoys, etc. 
There is no doubt th a t Roosevelt is glad to use aid to  the Soviet 
U n ion as a means o f ga the ring  support fo r  his w a r p rogram  fro m  
those sections o f the w o rk in g  class w h ich  opposed the lend-lease 
b il l fo r  B rita in , bu t w a n t to  g ive a id  to the Soviet Union.

B u t the w orkers  cannot fo llo w  Lew is in  his opposition to  a id  
to the Soviet U n ion. Instead they m ust concentrate on the on ly  rea l 
program  o f aid to the USSR, w o rkers ’ independent action against 
the bosses and th e ir  w a r and fo r  the  establishm ent o f a W orkers 
and F arm ers Governm ent th a t w i l l  be a true  a lly  o f the  Soviet 
masses.

I t  is c lear th a t the policies on the w a r w h ich Lew is fo llow s in 
no w ay resemble a m ilita n t, w o rk in g  class opposition to  im p e ria lis t 
w ar. Between his policies and the policies o f the S ta lin is t-H illm a n ite  
un ited f ro n t  on the w a r there is no rea l choice fo r  the workers.

Differences on B uild ing the Unions
The S ta lin is ts  and the H illm a n ite s  do more, however, than a t

tack the ve ry  vulnerable position o f Lew is on the  w ar. They fo llo w  
th is  by a tta ck in g  his en tire  ro le  in  the un ion movement. ’

W e refuse to support e ith e r the Lew is position  on W ar o r the 
w a r-m ongering  polic ies o f the  O P *H illm an coa litio n ; b u t we m ust

recognize th a t there is an im p o rta n t d iffe rence between them  on 
the question o f bu ild ing  the CIO. W h ile  the S ta jin is ts -H illm a n ite s  
arc w ill in g  to  subordinate eve ry th in g  in  the labo r m ove iiieh t to 
support o f Roosevelt’s w a r program , Lew is stands fo r  the b iiild in g  
o f the CIO in  sp ite  o f the w a r and in  sp ite  o f the governm ent. W hen 
i t  comes to  th is  d ispute between the tw o groups, w h ich is one o f 
the key questions fo r  labor in  tim e  o f w ar, m il ita n t w orkers can
not stand w ith  fo lded arms, in d iffe re n t to  the outcome.

M ilita n ts  m ust in tervene when tw o  groups are fig h tin g  
over questions th a t w ill determ ine the fu tu re  o f the CIO, the 
independence o f the  labor movement, the preservation o f the 
gains o f in d u s tr ia l unionism.

W hen Lew is condemns the use o f troops to break strikes, as a t 
the N o rth  A m erican p lan t, w h ile  H illm a n  condones it ; ,  when Lew is 
attacks the an ti- la b o r functions o f the N a tion a l Defense M ed ia tion  
Board, w h ile  H illm a n  collaborates w ith  i t ;  when Lew is leads the 
a ttack  on Congressional and ad m in is tra tio n  a n ti- lq b o r leg is la tion , 
w h ile  H illm a n  behind the scenes tr ie s  to  make th a t leg is la tion  a 
l i t t le  more pa la tab le ; wh6n Lew is encourages the a ff ilia t io n  o f the 
m il ita n t d rive rs  movement to the  CIO, w h ile  H illm a n ’s associates 
pass reso lutions aga inst i t  in  the local bodies they con tro l; when in  
sho rt Lew is seeks to bu ild  and spread the CIO, w h ile  H illm a n  tr ies  
to  shackle i t  to  the Roosevelt w a r m achine and weaken i t  in  the 
s trugg le  aga inst the reactionary  c ra ft-u n io n is ts  headed by the A F L  
Executive Council, then progressive trade un ion is ts  m ust support 
Lew is aga inst the H illm a n -S ta lin is t bloc.

B y  th e ir  po licy  fo r  both the unions and on the w ar, the H illm a n - 
S ta lin is t forces occupy a w h o lly  rea c tion a ry  position. Lew is ’s posi
tion  on the w a r is w ro ng  and m islead ing fro m  beg inn ing to  end, 
and w il l  have to be fo u g h t by  those who understand th a t the iso
la tion is ts  are incapable o f lead ing successful opposition to  the  w a r 
in  the w o rke rs ’ in terests. B u t th is  m ust no t b lind  m ilita n ts  to  the 
equa lly  undeniable fa c t  th a t the Lew is forces tend to  re s is t the 
governm ent moves to  hogtie  the CIO and destroy its  character as 
the .progressive organ iza tiona l m ovem ent o f the w orkers  in  the 
mass industries.

Those who w a n t to  f ig h t aga inst the w a r as w e ll as those who 
w a n t to  p ro tec t and extend la bo r’s ga ins— fo r  both o f w h ich tasks 
a s trong  independent in d u s tr ia l un ion movem ent is requ ired— w ill  
un he s ita tin g ly  take th e ir  side, on questions o f b u ild in g  the unions, 
against the H illm a n -S ta ljn is t un ited fro n t.

bers on the in te rna tiona l s itua 
tion  is w e ll known. They are 
speaking out more and more in- 
spite o/  the general silence of the 
CIO na tio n a lly ."

T h is  is H illm a n 's  fu ll-b lo w n  
line  on AFL-C IO  “ u n ity ,”  w h ich  
he projected at the last CIO na
tio n a l convention.

L ik e  H illm a n , the S ta lin is ts  are 
now' prepared to th ru s t the indus
tr ia l union movement o f th is  coun
t r y  back in to  the hands o f Nthe 
Greens, W olls, Freys and Tobins, 
under any term s and conditions. 
By th e ir  wholehearted support of 
the war, these labor skates have 
become “ progressives”  to the S ta l
in is ts . The s trikeb reak ing , no- 
S trike, governm ent-collaboration, 
a n ti- in d u s tr ia l un ion policies of 
the A F L  leaders no longer m atter 
tc the S ta lin is ts .

I t  was th is  brand of AFL-C IO  
“ u n ity ”  w h ich  Lew is successfully 
defeated at the last CIO conven
tion . When tile  CIO is strong 
enough to crush every attem pt of 
the A F L  c ra ft-un ion leadership to 
strang le the in d u s tr ia l unions in  
th e ir  “ u n ity ”  embrace, on ly then, 
can the CIO un ite  once more w ith  
the A F L , Lew is pointed out.

Lew is today stands in  firm  op
position to the S ta lin is t-H illm a n - 
ite  plan to corra l the Ind us tria l 
un ion movement in to  the camp of 
the reactionary A F L  under any 
terms, provided “ u n ity "  of organ
ized labor behind the w ar prog
ram  is achieved.

O PEN A T T A C K S  ON 
LE W IS  IN C R E A S IN G

T ha t is w hy the S ta lin is t cam
paign to underm ine Lew is is be
com ing more open and bold.

A lready, unions under S ta lin is t 
contro l are passing reso lutions 
"censu ring”  Lew is and a ttack ing  
him  fo r his “ appeasement”  stand. 
The D a ily  W orker, September 1, 
reports on its  fro n t page such an 
action by the Chicago F u r W ork
ers Union. T h is  is but the firs t 
t r ic k le  of a flood of s im ila r  res
o lu tions wh ich ore bound to fo l
low  every un ion local tha t the 
S ta lin is ts  contro l.

The tone o f the S ta lin is t a t
tacks on Lew is and the p ro
gressive elements o f the CIO 
w il l  undoubtedly take on 
heightened v iru lence in  the 
com ing weeks. Lew is w i l l  be 
condemned as a “ F if th  Colum 
n is t,”  etc___

T his  was indicated in  Roy Hud
son's artic le . "Some Lessons o f the 
Auto Convention," in  the Sunday 
W orker, August 31, w h ich speaks 
c f the “ desertion o f John L. Lew is 
from  the cause of anti-fascism , to 
the camp o f . . . the Lindberghs, 
W heelers, Coughlins, H e a rs ts .. . ”  

The S ta lin is ts  show by th e ir 
new a lignm en t w ith  H illm a n  and 
th e ir  attem pts to push H illm a n 's  
program  of “ u n ity ”  w ith  the A F L , 
th a t th e ir  in ten tions are to sacri
fice every cond ition  and r ig h t of 
labor fo r the sole end o f ge tting  
labor to support an im m ediate 
AE F. They are ready to go to any 
length in  support o f the im per
ia lis t  governm ent of W a ll S treet 
and Roosevelt.
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In  N E W A R K , N . J,
Buy the

M I L I T A N T*
a t

Cohen's 
Confectionary,

11 S P R IN G F IE L D  A V E  
near Court House.
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Labor’s Own Defense Project
29 people— members of the Socialist Worke rs Party and the leaders of Motor Transport 

and Allied Workers Industrial Union, Local 544-CIO have been indicted in Minnesota 
on charges of “ conspiring to overthrow the government.”

This sweeping attack upon civ il liberties and labor’s rights must be repelled! The 
job of defending the victims of this prosecution is up to the workers themselves. Roose
velt’s administration isn’t subsidizing this defense project.

A id  the defendants by g iv in g  p ro m p tly  and generously to th e ir  Defense Fund.

S E N D  Y O U R  C O N T R IB U T IO N S  T O :

T H E  C IV IL  R IG H TS  D E F E N S E  
C O M M IT T E E

Room 809. 160 Fifth Ave.. New Y o rk  City | 

I  enclose........................fo r  your Defense Fund I

I
Name

Address

The Government prosecution has been con

demned by the

CIO

LA B O R ’S N O N -P A R T IS A N  L E A G U E  

U N IT E D  A U T O  W O R KERS 

A M E R IC A N  C IV IL  L IB E R T IE S  U N IO N  

N A T IO N  

N E W  R E P U B L IC

and o ther labor and libe ra l spokesmen
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Two Years Of The War
■£>-

Capitalist Class Cannot Make Peace 
--Only World Workers Can Stop War

Two years of imperialist war!
Seven hundred and th irty  days of bloodshed, horror, hun

ger, destruction and misery!
And this is only the prologue; the worst is yet to come. 

Four-fifths of the world’s population have already been drawn 
into the war; the remaining fifth, as Roosevelt’s latest speech 
signifies, is about to become involved in full force. Total war 
w ill soon engulf the entire planet.

I low long w ill this war last? When w ill it end? The im
perialist powers-that-be do not know and cannot tell. They 
have set into motion uncontrollable forces of destruction.

T h is  w ar is the most te rrib le
crim e in  the h is to ry  of hum anity. 
I ts  very im m ensity  deadens the 
nerves and stuns the im agination .

I t  is useless, however, to be
moan so colossal a ca lam ity. 
W hat is im p o rtan t is th a t the 
w orkers understand why the war 
is being waged, how the forces of 
reaction can be iought, and how 
the w ar can be brought to an end.

The same c rim ina ls  are respon
sible fo r the Second W orld  W ar 
as the F irs t. They are the r iv a l 
gangs of cap ita lis t bandits who 
seek to enrich themselves, not 
on ly  through the exp lo ita tion  of 
th e ir  own people but. through the 
robbery and oppression of other 
peoples on a world scale. N e ithe r 
one of the im p e ria lis t camps ac
knowledges its  g u ilt. Thieves, 
caught in  the act. t ry  to s h ift the 
blame onto the other gang. So 
Roosevelt and C h urch ill brand H i t 
le r as "the  enemy of c iv iliz a tio n "; 
H it le r  and M ussolin i accuse 
C hurch ill and Roosevelt of w a r
m ongering. A ll are equally g u ilty  
o f p rom oting  and p ro long ing the 
w ar to crush im p e ria lis t competi
tors, enslave sm all nations, and 
sa tis fy  the predatory appetites of 
the p a rtic u la r group of plutocrats 

.they represent.
Tw enty-four months of w ar have

proved th is  p la in ly . H it le r  who 
swore he wanted on ly  to rec tify  
the abuses o f the Versailles “ D ik 
ta t”  and un ite  the German* race 
has converted Europe in to  a 
prison-house o f na tion a litie s  un
der Nazi dom ination. H is  New 
Order is on ly  an up-to-date edi
t ion  of the old im p e ria lis t order, 
more compact but no less oppres
sive than the B r it is h  Em pire. De
prived o f its  na tiona l base, thé 
noble Dutch im p e ria lis t a lly  of 
England and the United States 
takes up new headquarters in  the 
East Ind ies backed by Am erican 
battleships and do lla rs w ith  con
tem ptuous d isregard o f the w il l  
o f the native population. Mean
while . the United States has add
ed Iceland and Greenland to its  
is land protectorates.

The existence of s t i l l  pow erfu l 
la bo r movements compels the capi
ta lis t governors of England and 
the United States to procla im  de: 
vo tion  to democracy. B u t behind 
t h e s e  hypocritica l pretentions 
these governments cut down dem 
ocra tic libe rties  and r ig h ts  ¡of 
labor. The Canadian governm ent 
has Imprisoned scores of m il ita n t 
labor leaders— and now Roose
v e lt im ita tes th a t example by 
prosecuting the Socia list W orkers 
P arty  and the CIO teamster lead

ers of M inneapolis.
Profiteers and m illio na ires  on 

both sides of the battletVont amass 
new w ealth  from  the war, w h ile  
the workers in  both camps suffer 
add itiona l burdens. The peoples in  
a ll the im p e ria lis t countries have 
been dragged in to  the w ar against 
th e ir  w i l l  and w ith  l i t t le  o r no 
confidence in  th e ir  cap ita lis t 
leaders.

Yet the workers w ant to fight 
against fascism. The Soviet work 
ers are d isp lay ing th e ir  hatred o. 
Fascism by th e ir  inch-by-inch re 
sistance against the Nazi Invaders. 
The workers of England and the 
U n ited States are also a le rt to t lu  
menace of fascism. They d idn 't 
need C hurch ill, the ex-adm irer of 
H it le r  and fr ie n d  of M ussolin i 
no r Roosevelt, the helper of F ran 
co, to teacli them the reactionary 
na ture of Fascism.

T H E  LESSONS OF FR A N C E
The F a ll of France was the most 

s ign ifican t event of the firs t yeai 
of the war. W hat happened i r  
France? The professional boui 
geois-democratic po litic ians, in  
e lud ing the o ffic ia l labor leaders, 
prevented the w orkers from  tak.ng 
power before the w ar on the plea 
and pre text th a t the na tion would 
be s p lit by c iv i l w ar and the doors' 
would be opened fo r H itle r. Mean
while , the French bosses and rich 
fam ilies  did not properly prepare 
the  defenses of the country. Some 
were sym pathetic to H itle r 's  
ideas; others were ch ie fly  concern-

setting up a d ic ta to ria l reg in it 
under a senile General. A t th< 
showdown, the cap ita lis t “ demo 
crats”  and th e ir  p o lit ic a l agent: 
sold out the French people to re 
ta in  pa rt of th e ir  r ig h ts  of ex 
p lo ita tion . They feared th e ir  owi 
workers more than they feare< 
Nazi dom ination.

The Eng lish  and Am erican cap 
ita lis ts , arm y officers, and bo: 
po litic ian s  are pursu ing the sam 
path as th e ir  French counterpart- 
They w ill always pre fer to make 
deals w ith  fascists at the expens 
of the workers when th e ir  own in 
p e ria lis t in terests w ill benefi 
thereby. C h u rch ill and Roosevel 
w i l l  bargain w ith  Franco, tin  
hangman of the Spanish workers 
and help sustain his ru le  in  re 
tu rn  fo r  promised ne u tra lity .

The Am erican workers mus 
learn f ro m .th is  te rrib le  and hu 
m ilia t in g  experience of then 
French brothers. They cannot am; 
m ust n o t t ru s t  the im p e ria lis t 
democrats to figh t to the end 
against fascism, e ithe r a t home or 
abroad. The on ly tru s tw o rth y  lea
dership in  the struggle against 
fascism can come from  the ranks 
o f m ilita n t labor, from  those who 
re ly  upon labor’s Independent class 
forces and class po litics.

The most im p o rtan t event ol 
the second year of the w ar was 
H it le r ’s a ttack upon the Soviet 
Union. T h is  a ttack has exposed 
the ro tten  and deceptive policies 
of the S ta lin is t regime. Stalin 

ed w ith  th e ir  p ro fits  and keeping sought to escape involvem ent in  thé

Chicago Tribune Repeats 
Slanders Retracted by CP

down the workers, ju s t as the 
bosses are in  th is  country today.

When H it le r ’s forces broke 
through a demoralized French 
a rm y w h ich  cou ldn 't be inspired to 
figh t by the bourgeois democrats, 
the  rich  thought on ly of preserv
in g  th e ir  property, p ro fits  and 
priv ileges against the anger of 
the people. They turned toward 
H it le r  fo r salvation, fo r fe it in g  na
tion a l independence, discarding 
a ll dem ocratic in s titu tio n s , ’ and

w ar by conclud ing his pact w ith  
H itle r . T h is  pact precip itated the 
w ar and led to the enslavement ot 
the French, Dutch, Belgian w ork
in g  classes by H itle r . I t  demoral
ized the European w o rk ing  class 
and alienated th e ir  sympathies 
from  the Soviet Union.

S ta lin ’s pact did not save the 
Soviet Union from  w ar nor 
strengthen its  position. The pact 
enabled H it le r  to invade the So
v ie t Union when he had fo rtified

The u ltra -re a c tio n a ry  Chicago T ribune  o f A u g u s t 24th published 
a libelous a rtic le  aga ins t the Socia list W orkers  P a rty  and Local 544- 
CIO o f M inneapolis.

E n tit le d  “ Musclers in M inneapolis,”  the a rtic le  purported to  g ive 
the background o f the ind ic tm en t on Ju ly  14 o f 29 persons, inc lud ing  
the leaders o f the Socia list W orkers P a rty  and Local 544-CIO. Need- 
ess to say, the "backg round”  pa in ted in by  th is  v ic ious ly  reaction
ary sheet is an ti- la b o r to the core.

However, the Chicago T ribune found i t  necessary, in  order to 
make the a rtic le  plausible, to quote some “ labo r”  enemies o f the 
M inneapolis m otor tra n sp o rt w o rkers  union. I t  found tw o  such “ au
th o ritie s ”  to  quote: A F L  Team sters C h ie f Tobin and the S ta lin is t 
D a ily  W orker.

From  the .S ta lin is t sheet, the Chicago T ribune quoted th is  (w h ich 
appeared in  November, 1937):

“ They (the leaders o f Local 544) are T ro ts k y ite  racketeers, 
gangsters, gunmen, and associates o f em ployers and the underw orld .”  

To quote th is , however, the Chicago T ribune  had to ignore 
the fac t th a t the D a ily  W’orker, th rough  its  ed itor. Clarence 
Hathaw ay, and its  a tto rney, Edw ard K un tz . on M ay 15. 1940 
had to adm it th a t th is  libelous sta tem ent was un justified .

In  a s ta tem ent filed w ith  the F o u rth  Jud ic ia l D is tr ic t  C ourt o f 
M innesota on th a t date, the Com prodaily P ub lish ing  Company, pub
lisher o f the D a ily  W orker, stated:

“ Due to  lack o f independent inves tiga tion  on the p a rt o f 
the ‘D a ily  W o rke r’ . . ce rta in  charges were published in  the 
‘D a ily  W orke r’ in  the m onth o f November, 1937. concerning 
la ica l 544 o f the General D rive rs . Helpers and Inside W orkers 
U nion, and its  officers, V incen t R. Dunne, G ran t J. Duune, 
M iles B. Dunne and F a rre ll Dobbs. Those charges were un
ju s tified  and arc he rew ith  w ith d ra w n .”

In  a word, the Chicago T ribune  is t r y in g  to smear us w ith  
a S ta lin is t-inven ted  slander which even the S ta lin is t slanderers had 
to- w ith d ra w . T h a t ce rta in ly  sets a new low  fo r  yellow' jo u rn a lism !

his rear and at the moment of his 
choice.

Today S ta lin  is repeating the 
same po licy of re ly ing  upon pacts 
w ith  the im p e ria lis t powers to 
save the Soviet Union. New pa rt

ners— but the same policy. In 
stead of sum m oning me German 
and European workers to rise up 
and overth row  cap ita lism , be re
mains qu ie t on th is  v ita l question 
fo r fear o f o ffend ing his Polish, 
Eng lish and Am erican im p eria lis t 
allies. The G erm an,' Czech, and 
o ther workers also w ant to fight

By P H IL IP  B L A K E  <
The election platforms of the Socialist Workers Party and 

the Communist Party in the current New York campaign arc 
as different as night and day.

The Trotskyist platform advocates uncompromising struggle 
against the capitalist class and its imperialist war, against fasc
ism and the destruction of workers' rights and civil liberties.

The Stalinists urge class collaboration and the subordination 
of ali labor activities to support of the imperialist war.

“ Unite For Victory,”  says the Communist Party election 
platform, and its symbol on election literature is not the hammer 
and sickles o f old, b u t a ham m er's-  - — ------------------- ;------------------------

Stalin ist N. Y. Election P la tform  
Has One Aim : Support o f the War

a n d  p itc h fo rk  (appropria te !) 
crossed so th a t the handles form  
a V.

In  the last election campaign in 
which (hey partic ipated, the S ta l
in is ts  w ide ly  advertised themsel
ves as the an ti-w a r party. Today 
they say, “ One Issue, One Enemy, 
One W ar: Destroy H it le r is m !”  
Today, they support the w ar 
w h ich  they “ attacked”  so loudly 
on ly a few months ago, and every
th in g  else is subordinated in  then- 
p la tfo rm  to th e ir  support o f that 
w ar. I t  is indeed the one issue 
fo r them, and they are w illin g  to 
un ite  w ith  anyone else who sup
ports it.

The S ta lih is ts  have no word 
in th e ir  p la tfo rm  against the 
im p e ria lis t w ar. On the o ther 
hand the T ro tsky is ts , who dis
tingu ish  between the Soviet 
Union and the c a p ita lis t states 
and who defend the Soviet 
U n ion, have the  fo llo w in g  to 
say about the w ar o f the im 
p e ria lis ts :

“ A ga in s t Im p e ria lis t W a r! 
The Second W orld  W ar is  a 
con tinuation  o f W orld  W ar One 
on a grander scale. I t  is  n o t a 
w a r fo r  ‘democracy’ bu t a 
bloody s trugg le  between con
tend ing camps o f im p e ria lis t 
band its fo r  p ro fits , fo r  the re- 
d iv is icn  o f colonies and m a r
kets. I t  w ill b rin g  the masses 
on ly m isery and degradation. 
F o r the fra te rn a l union o f the 
to ile rs  o f a ll countries aga inst 
thè e xp lo ite rs !”
Roosevelt is no! even mentioned 

in  the long S ta lin is t p la tfo rm . 
The Dem ocratic and Republican 
parties m igh t not exist so fa r as the 
S ta lin is ts  aye concerned. That 
LaG fiard ia  is the ou tstand ing can
didate of the im p e ria lis t w ar
mongers, or th a t lie is a candidate 
a t a ll, is nowhere indicated. There 
is, o f course, a reason fo r a ll this, 
W H Y  T H E  CP DO ESN ’T 
N A M E  N A M E S

Even the p la tfo rm  of the. S ta lin 
ists is not acceptable to the a n ti
labor candidates in  the New York 
C ity  elections. The S ta lin is ts  are

preparing  to support many of 
these candidates e ithe r d irec tly  or 
through support of the Am erican 
Labor Party , and i t  would be in 
expedient fo r (lie  S ta lin is ts , to now 
a ttack  by name the ve ry  people 
they w il l  be vo ting  fo r in Novem
ber.

An example: The S ta lin is ts  say 
th a t “ C ity  Government m ust pro
tect labor’s r ig h ts  to organize, bar
ga in collective ly , s tr ik e  and 
picket. An anti-fascist ad m in is tra 
tion  w il l  deny contracts and 
grants o f funds to employers who 
are u n fa ir  to labor . . . ”

We w i l l  not argue the point 
here that labor cannot depend op 
an y th in g  b u t  i t s  organized 
strength to protect, its  rig h ls . Ev
ery m ilita n t wo'-ker has learner’ 
th a t from  h is own experience.

B u t one would ce rta in ly  expeel 
a h in t from  (he S ta lin is ts  as to 
w h ich candidates w ant to protect 
labo r’s r ig h ts  and which want to 
destroy them. One would ce rla in ly  
want some k ind  of statem ent on the 
case w hich has aroused the greatest 
in terest in  New Y ork in  many 
years, the figh t o f the T ransport 
W orkers Union fo r collective bar
ga in ing  r ig h ts  w ith  the c ity , a 
figh t w h ich the un ion has bad to 
ca rry  on against the c ity  govern
ment. One. would lik e  to know 
also where the S ta lin is ts  stand 
today on -the un ion-busting work 
of LaG uard ia in  th a t dispute, and 
on the r ig h t of the transport w o rk 
ers to s tr ik e  against the c ity  gov
ernm ent.

F o r LaGuardia too cla im s to 
recognize ’ ‘labor’s r ig h ts .”  pxc.epl 
when i t  comes to th e ir  r igh ts  in 
negotiations w ith  the governm entf 

The S ta lin is ts  say not a word 
in th e ir  p la tfo rm  about the 
r ig h t  o f unions to  s tr ike  
aga inst the governm ent, a l
though they w ro te  about i t  a 
lot. on ly a few  m onths ago.

The T ro tsky is ts  in  th e ir  p la t
form  are qu ite  specific about 
th is  p o in t: “ The r ig h t  o f evei-y 
w o rke r to  jo in  a union o f his 
choice m ust be held inv io la te . 
A l l  unions in  c iv il service, sub
way w orkers, etc., m ust be re 

cognized by the c ity . FOR T H E  
R IG H T  OF T R A D E  U N IO N S  
TO S T R IK E  FOR B E T TE R  
C O N D IT IO N S  U N H A M P 
E R E D  B Y  G O V E R N M E N T  IN 
T E R F E R E N C E !”
The S ta lin is ts  say tha t an a n ti

fascist a d m in is tra tion  would deny 
contracts to anti-labor (inns.B ut the 
LaG uard ia ad m in is tra tion  gives 
contracts to such firms. Does th is  
mean tha t LaG uard ia is not an 
“ an ti-fasc is t” ? Then why not say 
so? The reason again is tha t the 
S ta lin is ts  in  the A.L.P. are a l
ready openly supporting  LaG uar
dia.
S T A L IN IS T S  F IG H T  FASCISM  
BY SUPPO RTING  
IM P E R IA L IS M

W hile  the S ta lin is ts  have noth
in g  to say about fig h tin g  war, 
they do pretend to have the prog
ram  fo r figh ting  fascism, and in 
fact use the issue of fascism (as 
Roosevelt does) to ju s t ify  support 
of the “ dem ocratic" im peria lis ts  
in  the w ar.

"One enemy,”  say the S ta lin 
ists, and th a t is H itle rism . One 
way to fight it .  and tha t is by 
u n ity  fo r v ic to ry , the creation of 
a "n a tio na l fro n t.”  One strategy 
and tha t is support of every step 
o f Roosevelt and the S ix ty  Fain 
ilie s  in to  the war.

I f  H itle r is m  is the main issue 
then, qu ite na tu ra lly , the struggle 
against fascism a t home and 
against the destruction of civi* 
libe rties  a t home becomes second
ary. And so they have become in 
the S ta lin is t p la tfo rm :

“ Those who would destroy la 
bar's r ig h ts  . . . are p lay ing  H i t 
le r’s game. The continued im p r' 
sonmeut of E a rl Browder, the fore 
most a.nti-fascist in  the Western 
Hemisphere, seriously h inders t in  
e ffective strugg le against Naz 
ism .”

In  other words, the strugg le foi 
c iv i l libe rties  is im portan t to them 
ch ie fly  because they believe tha* 
th e ir  loss would in te rfe re  w ith  
the prosecution of the w ar plane 
o f the government. I f  c iv i l l ib 
erties are threatened and destroy
ed, I f  w i l l  be harder to get labor 
support fo r  the w ar. T h a t is why 
the S ta lin is ts  w ant to preserve 
them. No o the r reason is given.

B u t the S ta lin is ts  do not sav 
who thepe people are who would 
destroy labo r’s righ ts . W hat are 
th e ir  names? W hat parties do they 
belong to an contro l ? They arc 
s ilen t because the answer would 
show th a t they are the Very same 
people who are the m ost ardent

supporters of the w a r — the Roos
evelt. a d m in is tra tion  and the capi
ta lis t class.

The S ta lin is ts  do not even men
tio n  the fact tha t i t  was the Roos
evelt ad m in is tra tion  w h ich ra il 
roaded Brow der to ja i l  because 
the Com m unist P arty  at tha t Unit 
was speaking against the w ar at 
loud ly as today it speaks fo r it 
How can the S ta lin is ts  support 
belong to and contro l? They are 
Roosevelt’s w ar and at the same 
tim e  attack h im  fo r ja ilin g  
Browder? They can’t. But they 
support his w ar just the same, 
and delicate ly avoid m ention ing 
names and te ll 'n g  jus t who would 
destroy labor’s rights.

■Nor do the S ta lin is ts  pretend 
to te ll what, fascism is, what 
causes it .  They cou ldn 't do tha t 
and at the same tim e ju s tify  sup
port of dem ocratic cap ita lism  in  
the war.
T R O TS K Y IS TS  H A V E  T H E  
A N T I-F A S C IS T  PROGRAM

The T ro tsky is ts , on the other 
hand, not on ly call fo r  a struggle 
to death against fascism, both at 
home and abroad, but analyze it 
so tha t the w orkers w ill know 
w hat they are figh ting  and how 
to destroy i t :

“ Fascism must be smashed! 
B ut the whole question is how? 
The v ic to ry  o f B r it is h  and 
Am erican im peria lism  o v e r  
Germany would no t abolish the 
roots o f fascism which would 
in ev ita b ly  again grow  out o f 
the te rr ib le  chaos and depres
sion resu ltin g  from  the war.

“ Fascism is a product o f the 
decaying c a p ita lis t system. To 
defeat fascism, the workers 
m ust change the social o rd e r.. .  
We arc f ig h tin g  fo r  the  estab
lishm en t o f a 'W orkers’ and 
Farm ers ’ Government which 
w ill guarantee v ic to ry  over 
fascism through the socializa
tion  o f a ll industries now in  
the hands o f m onopoly cap ita l 
and th rough  the in tro du c tion  o f 
planned economy . . . ”
In  the same way and fo r the 

same reason tha t they oppose de
s truc tion  o f c iv il libe rties  —  be
cause it  repels labor support for 
the w ar —  the S ta lin is ts  oppose 
the r is in g  cost of l iv in g  and the 
increased tax burdens on the 
masses.

And th e ir  answers to these prob 
lems are not m il ita n t  w ork ing  
class demands, but the hogvvash 
of the libera ls. Instead of demand: 
ir.g  a r is in g  scale of wages to be 
au tom atica lly  adjusted to the r is

in g  cost of liv in g , instead o f de
m anding tha t the .w ar industries 
be -expropriated and the rich  he 
made to pay fo r the war, the S ta l
in is ts  ask that, c ity  government 
“ take a ll ad m in is tra tive  and legis
la tive  measures to h a lt p ro fiteer
in g  and reduce the cost of l iv 
in g ”  and that “ o u r”  tax policy be 
pu t on a "dem ocratic basis of 
a b ility  to pay.”

The S ta lin is ts  also t r y  in  th e ir 
p la tfo rm  to get c red it fo r p ractic 
in g  w o rk ing  class po litite s :

“ We Communists are convinced 
th a t socialism  is the system best 
suited to our tim es fo r p rom otin , 
the health, happiness and cu ltu re  
and freedom of m ankind.”  B ut 
they don’t  w a n t anyone to get 
the idea th a t they are ca llin g  on 
the workers to figh t fo r  a system 
tha t w i l l  forever destroy capita lism  
and its  by-products, w a r and fasc
ism, so they add has tily , “ B ut we 
Communists say tha t Communism 
is no t the issue before us today.”  

Socialism, they say lik e  the tra 
d itio n a l social-democrats, " is  the 
system best suited to our tim es" 
as though i t  were som ething you 
bought in  the departm ent store. 
I t  is the system best suited to our 
times, but they aren’t  buying any 
today, thank you. They’l l  get along 
w ith  democratic im peria lism  in 
stead, u n t il th a t tim e in  the fa r 
d is tan t fu tu re  when they ’re in  the 
mood fo r “ com m unism ”  again.

In  short, the S ta lin is ts  want 
the workers to th in k  of them as 
the pa rty  of workers ' po litica l ac 
tion , but they don’t, in tend to car
ry  on any such action.

The T ro tsky is t p la tfo rm  ends 
w ith  the slogans: “ F o r A W orkers' 
And Farm ers’ G overnm ent! For 
Socialism ! "  Not because socialism 
is a nice and suitable system, but 
because i t  is the on ly  answer to 
the w orkers ’ im m ediate problems, 
because only by the w orkers ’ fight 
fo r a socialist society w i l l  w a r 
and fascism, hunger and d isc rim 
ina tion  be forever abolished.

W orkers who w ant to break 
w ith  cap ita lis t po litics  must break 
a ll the way. To vote fo r the S tal
in is t  candidates is no better than 
vo ting  fo r cap ita lis t policies u n d e ' 
another label. In  the New York 
elections the way to vote against 
the war, fascism, the r is in g  cost 
of' l iv in g  and the dr.ive against 
c iv il liberties, is  by vo ting  against 
a ll cap ita lis t po litic ians and th e ir  
labor and S ta lin is t lieutenants, 
and fo r the T ro tsky is t A n ti-W ar 
candidate fo r Mayor, James P. 
Cannon.

against the fascists and overthrow  
them. But they fear, another Ver
sailles. And they need a revo lu
tio n a ry  program  and a revo lu tion 
a ry  goal to un ite  and insp ire  them.

B y suppressing the class s trug 
gle in  the camp o f H it le r  instead 
of in vok in g  and appealing to it, 
S ta lin  is dep riv ing  the Soviet 
masses of the on ly  social force 
th a t can stop Nazism and that 
has a real stake, in  ra lly in g  to 
th e ir  aid.

The defense of the Soviet Union 
requires a re jection of S ta lin ’s 
false policies and a re tu rn  to an 
in te rn a tio n a l revo lu tiona ry  w o rk 
in g  class program.

How can th is  w ar be brought 
to an end? How can a real peace 
be won? Only against the im p e ri
a lis ts  on both sides. The war-lords 
no longer have the perspective ot 
peace; they are p repa ring  fo r a 
lengthy, in te rm inab le  war. I f  the 
decision is le ft in  th e ir  hands, 
they w i l l  p e rm it the fig h tin g  to 
go on u n t il c iv iliz a tio n  is devas
tated and the peoples drained of 
v ita lity .

T h e ir peace w i l l  on ly prepare 
the way fo r new, bigger, bloodier 
and more hopeless w ars o f m utua l 
exte rm ina tion .

Under cap ita lism , there is no 
way out of th is  w ar. Only through 
strugg le against the im p e ria lis t 
system can peace ue secured.

When the workers take power, 
they can end th is  Second W orld 
W ar and the conditions tha t breed 
wars.

I f  two years of w ar has taught 
th is  to increasing numbers ol 
workers, a ll the bloodshed w ill 
not have been in  vain.

The Marxist 
Attitude On 
Iran invasion
The Soviet Role and the British Role 
Are Each Evaluated from the Standpoint 
Of the Class Character of Their States

By A L B E R T  G O LD M A N
To some people all violence is hateful. The violence of the 

master against the slave is to be condemned— and also the vio l
ence of the slave who attempts to free .himself from the master. 
When British imperialism uses violence in India to keep millions 
of people in subjection, the moralists who are above the social 
conflict in society protest. They would also protest i f  the Indian 
masses should use force to drive the British rulers out o f India.

People who argue that way have some abstract standard of 
good and evil, a standard that ignores classes and class struggles. 
The M arx is t never evaluates the -s>---------- — ----------------------------------- -—
ac tiv itie s  of classes and nations 
from  some abstract m ora l stand
ard bu t the needs of classes and 
nations to achieve th e ir  freedom.

A re  a ll invasions bad? The 
M arx is t answer to th a t question is 
in  the negative. He replies: who 
is doing the invad ing  and who 
is being invaded; w hat are the 
circumstances of the invasion; 
does i t  fu r th e r  the in terests o f the- 
revo lu tiona ry  w o rk in g  masses?

The Soviet U n ion invades Iran  
and B r it is h  im peria lism  invades 
Iran . Middle-class m ora lis ts  who 
th in k  every invasion, no m atter 
by whom or against whom or un
der w hat circumstances, is an im 
p e ria lis t act, rise in  th e ir  r ig h t
eous ind igna tion , to condemn 
both.

The M a rx is t says: the Soviet 
U n ion is a w orkers ' state, a l
though a degenerated one. I t  is 
f ig h tin g  fo r  its  existence 
against German im p e ria lism ; 
i t  is  under an ob liga tion  to  take 
every measure necessary fo r  its  
defense provided i t  does no t 
c o n flic t w ith  the in te rests o f 
the w orld  revo lu tion .

L E N IN  A N D  TR O TS K Y  
ON IN V A S IO N

The Soviet Government issued 
a statem ent in  connection w ith  
its  Invasion o f Ira n  ju s tify in g  the 
act on the ground th a t A rt ic le  e. 
of the S ov ie t-lran ian trea ty  o: 
1921 gives i t  t lie  r ig h t to march 
troops in to  Ira n ia n  te r r ito ry  in  
order to  take necessary m il ita ry  
measures whenever the Ira n ia n  
governm ent is unable to prevent 
an a ttack  o r a threatened attack 
on the Soviet U n ion through Iran .

The trea ty  w ith  Iran  was made 
under the regime of Len in  and 
T ro tsky  and is s ign ifican t of the 
a ttitud e  the leaders of the Russian 
Revolution took to the possib ility  
o f m arch ing troops in to  a te rr ito ry  
th a t did not constitu te  part of the 
Soviet Union. In  the in terests ot 
defending the Soviet Union they 
demanded and obtained the right, 
to send th e ir  armed forces in to  
an adjacent country. The trea ty 
does not require  the Soviet Union 
to obtain perm ission from  Ira n  
before sending troops.

I t  can be taken fo r  granted 
that. Lenin and T ro ts k y  would 
have sent troops in to  neighbor-

Prices Soaring 
Survey Reveals

The fo llo w in g  figures, compiled by the M inneapolis Labor 
School: prove th a t food prices have gone up from  16% to  83% 
d u rin g  life  la s t year in a typ ica l Am erican c ity .

These s ta tis tics  o f the prices o f stap le food com m odities cor
respond to  the rea litie s  in  the skyrocke ting  cost o f liv in g . They 
present a d iffe re n t to ta l p ic tu re  from  th a t g iven ou t by the U n ited 
States D epartm ent o f Labor because the governm ent’s figures are 
based on a l is t  o f food com m odities de libe ra te ly  loaded down w ith  
item s which are not gene ra lly  used by  the average fa m ily  and 
whose tendency the re fo re  is to rem ain more stable.

I t  is a d iffe re n t p ic tu re , b u t the tru e  one, as housewives can 
te s t ify  fro m  th e ir  own experience!

Price in Price in  Increase Percent 
Food Item  Aug., 1940 Aug., 1941 in  c. Increase

Sugar (10 pounds) ...................... 51c .59c .08c 15%
Eggs (Grade A, in  c a r to n s ) . . .21 .34 .13 67
90-92 Score B u tte r (1-lb . r o l l ) . .26 .37 .11 42
Land-o-Lakcs B u tte r ( 1 - lb . ) . . . .34 .41 .07 20
Cheese (2-lb . b o x ) ........................ .42 .55 .13 30
Lard (1-lb. c a r to n ) ...................... .07 .12 .05 71
Pork Lo in  Roast (1-Ib .) . . .16 .25 .09 56
Spare Ribs (pe r pound) .10 .14 .04 40
Pork Chops (center c u ts ) .........
Smoked Shankless P icnic

.25 .36 .11 44

(V i- lb .)  ................................... .15 .21 .06 40
Branded Bacon (V i- lb .)  .......... .25 .38 .13 52
No. 1 Sugar Cured Bacon . . . . .12 .22 .10 83
Smoked Ham .19 .29 .10 52
Bacon Squares ................... .10 .16 .06 60
Short R ib s ....................................... .10 .13 .03 30
Salmon (N o. 1 ta ll red) ........... .25 .29 .04 16
24 V i-lb. F lo u r ................................ .75 .93 .18 24
W isconsin Colbv Cheese .16 .21 .05 31
F a t Hens (pe r pound) . . .17 .25 .08 47
B ro ile rs  (pe r lb .) ........................ .23 .27 .04 17
Coffee (2-lb . c a n ) ...................... .48 .58 .10 24
Lam b Shoulder Roast . . . .17 .22 .05 29
Lam b B reast ............. .. .07 .09 .02 28
Leg o f Lam b ................................ .22 .27 .05 22
Canned M ilk  (1 4 V i-o z .)............. .06 .08 .02 33
Celery (2 bunches) .................... .10 .15 .05 50

in g  te r r ito ry  even w ith o u t per
mission, and even w ith o u t a 
trea ty , i f  the in te rests o f the 
Soviet Union and the w orld  re 
vo lu tion  demanded such action. 
I t  is qu ite true  th a t B r it is h  im 

peria lism  was the enemy th a t the 
Soviet Government had in  m ind 
at the tim e o f t iie  trea ty , but the 
fact tha t German im peria lism  is 
the enemy th a t now threatens the 
Soviet Union makes not a pa rtic le  
o f d ifference. And ne ithe r is the 
fac t tha t, because of a p a rticu la r 
m il ita ry  s itua tion , the B r it is h  im 
pe ria lis ts  are invad ing  Ira n  a t 
the same tim e tha t the Soviet 
Union is doing so, o f the s ligh test 
im portance insofar as de te rm in ing  
the r ig h t  o f the Soviet Govern
m ent to send its  troops in to  Iran .

B ut d id  we not condemn the 
S ta lin is t governm ent fo r invad ing 
Poland, F in land  and the B a ltic  
countries? Yes, we did, bu t on ly 
because' under the circumstances 
the damage done to the Soviet 
Union, because the act of invasion 
alienated the sympathies o f m il
lions o f people, was greater than 
any benefits th:*t could be derived 
from  the com pulsory annexation of 
the te rr ito r ie s  invaded.

Lenin and T ro tsky  would 
have been compelled to  weigh 
advantages and disadvantages 
in unde rtak ing  an ac t lik e  in 
vad ing another country . They 
would have made the necessity 
fo r  such an invasion clear to 
the  w orkers o f the w orld . A nd  
above, a ll, the masses would 
have had complete confidence 
in  th e ir  m otives and in  th e ir  
promises.
No one ra il deny th a t S ta lin 's  

act in  invad ing  Ira n  is viewed 
w ith  great suspicion. T ha t is be
cause the policies that, he has 
been and is fo llo w in g  have ju s ti
fiab ly created suspicion as to his 
motives and very few people be
lieve in  h is promises.

A ll b is  explanations and excuses 
fo r invad ing  Poland and F in land  
were o f no ava il. To the vast 
masses those invasions appeared 
in  the same lig h t  as Nazi inva
sions. S ta lin 's  crim e consisted of 
exactly th is  — that he made the 
Soviet Union appear to be in  the 
same category as Nazi Germany.

A lthough wo T ro tsky is ts  knew 
th a t S ta lin  had annexed p a r t  o f 
Poland and the B a ltic  countries 

and pa rt' of F in land  fo r m ilita ry -  
stra teg ic reasons, to prepare 
against an attack by H itle r ,  s t i l l  
we condemned the invasions be
cause the loss of fa ith  in  the So
v ie t Union on the pa rt of m illio ns  
of people outweighed by fa r the 
possible m il ita ry  advantages.

We are not over-confident tha t 
S ta lin  w i l l  abide by his promise 
to w ith d ra w  the Red A rm y  from  
Ira n  when the necessity fo r its  
occupation w il l  have disappeared. 
T ha t is som ething to be settled in  
the fu tu re . A t present, as f i r  as 
the Soviet Union is concerned, the 
class-conscious workers and peas
ants, inc lud ing  Close o f Iran , w i l l  
not p e rm it an y th in g  to in te rfe re  
w ith  the defense o f the Soviet 
Union.
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The ‘LABOR WITH A  WHITE SKIN 
CANNOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF 
WHERE LABOR WITH A  BLACK 
SKIN IS BRANDED" — K A R L  
M A R X .

Negro Struggle
By A L B E R T  P A R K E R

Accord ing to W illia m  Patterson, a Negro rep 
resenta tive  o f the Com m unist P a rty  in  Chicago, 
the Negro people are behind the  w a r because i t  
is  a w a r aga inst s lavery ju s t as much as the  w a r 
p f 1861. “ T h is  is our w a r,”  he said a t a m eeting 
on A ug us t 20. “ B lack A m erica  w i l l  p lay  its  p a rt 
today ju s t as i t  d id  in  1776 and aga in  in  1861.”  

L a s t week we re fu ted  P atterson ’s c la im s th a t 
the N egro people support the present w ar. and 
showed th a t since i t  is an im p e ria lis t w a r (n o t 
fo r  democracy, b u t a f ig h t between c a p ita lis t 
band its over con tro l o f colon ia l m arke ts and raw  
m a te ria ls ), the Negro people are correct in  no t 
suppo rting  it. Th is week we w an t to  discuss P a t
te rson ’s a ttem pts to  w in  Negro support fo r  
Roosevelt’s w a r plans by pre tend ing th a t today ’s 
im p e ria lis t w a r is like  the w ars o f 1776 and 1861.

W ars the Negroes Supported
The c a p ita lis t h is to rians  have always tr ie d  

to  p lay  down the ro le  o f the N egro  in  those wars» 
They do th is  to  bo ls te r up th e ir  reac tiona ry  ideas 
th a t the Negro is in fe r io r  and incapable o f p lay
in g  any im p o rta n t ro le  in  society. M ore and more 
people, however, are lea rn ing  the t ru th  nowadays 
and beg inn ing to  understand w h a t a tremendous 
p a r t  the N egro masses had in  the construction 
and developm ent o f the  Am erican republic.

W e do no t have to argue the question as to- 
w hether the R evo lu tionary W ar o f 1776 was p ro 
gressive. Everybody knows tha t. A  g re a t revo lu 
tio n a ry  movement, i t  secured independence fo r  
the  colonies fro m  th e ir  oppressor, G reat B r ita in , 
and resulted in  the fo rm a tio n  o f the m ost demo
c ra tic  governm ent a t th a t tim e  in  the w orld . L ike  
a ll g re a t revo lu tions, i t  was carried  on m ilita n t ly ,  
arm s in  hand. Progress was secured a t the cost 
o f much s u ffe r in g  and sacrifice, People who- are 
a fra id  o f revo lu tions today t r y  to  gloss over the 
fa c t th a t A m erican bourgeois democracy was 
created on ly  by v io len t s trugg le .

In  th is  revo lu tion , the Negro people 
played a g lorious role. Crispus A tta cks , a 
Negro, was among the very f irs t  to  fa l l  in  it. 
E lsewhere, on a ll the fro n ts  o f the war, N eg
roes did not hesitate to  give eve ry th ing  
they had, even th e ir  lives. F o r th e ir  numbers 
the Negro people, freem an and slave, were as 
much responsible fo r  the v ic to ry  o f the colon
is ts  as anyone else.

N o t a ll the tasks o f th is  revo lu tion  were ac
complished in  the 18th century, however. Feudal
ism  s t i l l  existed and had much power in  the 
south, in  the person o f the land lo rd  slave-owning 
clar.n. The C iv il W a r was the second Am erican 
revo lu tion , and i t  ended in  the de feat o f the south 
and the weakening and even destruction in  m ost 
respects o f feuda l power in  th is  .country. It. p re 
served the u n ity  and independence,of the  nation , 
so th a t the cap ita lis ts  could go fo rw a rd  w ith  the 
economic development o f the country . I t  destroyed 
cha tte l s lavery  and set the  N egro people free.

A ga in  the N egro people were in  the th ic k  o f 
the  ba ttle , again they were on the side o f p ro 
gress and social revo lu tion . Hundreds o f thous
ands o f colored troops fo u g h t and worked on the 
N o rth e rn  side; th e ir  b ro thers in  the south aided 
the Un ion forces as best they could. L inco ln  and 
o ther N o rth e rn  leaders adm itted  th a t w ith o u t 
the Negro soldiers they would no t have won the 
w a r.

What About the War of 1917?
Today the governm ent and its  lackeys, in 

c lud ing  the S ta lin is ts , are us ing m any o f the 
same slogans employed in  the tw o  A m erican 
revo lu tio n a ry  w a rs : fo r  democracy, freedom , in 
dependence, aga inst slavery, ty ra n n y , d ic ta tor^ 
ship, etc. B u t the  k in d  o f w a r i t  is cannot be 
determ ined by w ha t its  supporters c la im  i t  is ; 
fo r  even H it le r  knows how to- use slogans in  h is 
own in terests, even the slaveholders in  the C iv il 
W a r claim ed th a t th e ir  w a r was in  the in te rests 
o f the  slaves.

The N egro people in  th is  coun try  have already 
had an experience in w ars and slogans which 
was ve ry  en lig h ten in g ; th a t was in 1917.

And i t  is  very s ig n ifica n t th a t Patterson, 
who spoke about the w ar o f 1941 and the 
wars o f 80 and 165 years ago, had no th ing 
to  say about the w ar o f 24 years ago. and the 
N egro  ro le in  and a ttitu d e  tow ard th a t war.

F o r today’s w a r, so fa r  as m ost w orkers are 
concerned, is a rep e titio n  o f W orld  W a r I, and 
the same k in d  o f w ar. Patterson can’t  m ention 
i t  because the masses would im m edia te ly  see 
th rough  his stock phrases.

A g a in  as in  1917 the ca p ita lis t class is  .con
duc ting  a w a r fo r  its  own p ro fit. W orkers  are 
made to  pay fo r  i t  in  m oney and blood. Negroes 
are J im -C rowed in  the  armed forces and face 
a v ir tu a l b lackout in  in du s try . The outcome o f 
the  w a r w i l l  b e 'th e  same fo r  Negroes as a fte r  
1918, when they were lynched fo r  d a rin g  to  w ear 
an A rm y  un ifo rm . (A s  a m a tte r o f fa c t already, 
even before we are in the w a r o ffic ia lly , the lynch 
s p ir i t  against Negro- soldiers has been whipped 
up.)

T h is  w a r w i l l  b r in g  no im provem ent in  con
d itions  fo r  the masses o f the w orld , regardless 
o f w hether the A llie s  o r the A x is  powers w in . 
Neferoes in  th is  coun try  w i l l  get no benefits from  
a Roosevelt v ic to ry . They w i l l  have the same 
problem s they had before the w ar, and probably 
worse.

The R evo lu tionary  W a r and the C iv il W a r 
were progressive, in  the in te rests  o f the masses 
as w e ll as the r is in g  ca p ita lis t class. W orld  W ar 
I I ,  lik e  W orld  W a r I,  is  reactionary , in  the in 
terests on ly  o f cap ita lism  decaying and in  its  
death agonies. Negroes in s tin c tiv e ly  do no t sup
p o rt it .  T h e ir in s tinc ts  are hea lthy  and correct.

These correct and revo lu tiona ry  ins tinc ts  o f 
the Negro people m ust now be connected to an 
understand ing o f the k in d  o f w a r they can and 
m ust support. T h is  we in tend to- discuss next 
week.

How U. S. Rules Porto Rico
W all Street Imperialism Brings Untold Misery To Natives

By M. IN G E R S O LL
During the last five months I have had the opportunity to 

witness conditions in a typical American colonial possession, 
Porto Rico. 1 have just returned front my fifth  tr ip  there since 
March. 1 have visited eight or nine ports in all parts of the 
Island and have spent a combined time of ten weeks talking 
with the native people and observing their conditions.

■ The entire island is indelibly stamped with the mark of 
American imperialist exploitation. On first coming irito the har
bor at San Juan, the leading city, I was struck by the extreme
appearance of poverty and the®---------— — -— -— -—- • ■ - - - —~
filth y  l iv in g  conditions of th iT  
workers in  the Puerta T ie rra  sec 
tion , the po rtion  of the c ity  <m< 
seea.on leaving the ship.

P O V E R TY  A N D  F IL T H
’Whole fam ilies  live  together in 

one-room shacks crowded on m ud
dy streets tha t are fot}l w ith  sew
age, refuse m l  pools of stagu.in 
water. Swarms of ch ild ren r>la 
am idst th is  f i l th  o r hang around 
the g in -m ills , begging "G iv? m 
a penny”  from  Am erican tourist; 
and seamen. S im ila r condition 
ex is t on a worse scale, i f  pe«-. 
sible, in  the slums of La Perl; 
in  San Juau. The m a jo rity  Of tin  
people o f San Juan, the show-plow 
of the island, have no s a r ita r ; 
fac ilit ie s  a t a ll.

The longshoremen who came 
aboard the ship were „11 ha ir 
footed. They hung about M u sal 
ley fo r lc-ft-t ver scraps from  > b< 
crew ’s tables. These longshogemet 
are among the highest paid work 
ers on the island.

Hundreds o f prostitu tes rov< 
the streets arid “ n igh t clubs”  oi 
the w a te r f ro n t. T h a t is one o f the 
few means of m aking a liv in ' 
open to most g irls . The only in 
dus try  wh ich employs women i 
the garm ent indus try , which payi 
wages of between nine and twelve 
cents an hour. Unem ploym ent is 
extensive in  th is  indus try .

S LA V E S  OF A M E R IC A N  
S UG AR IN T E R E S T S

There are re la tive ly  few  indu
s tr ia l workers on the island. Su
gar re fine ries  are the chief indus
try . The m a jo r ity  of the natives 
w ork  lik e  serfs on the huge sugar 
and tobacco p lan ta tions owned by 
the Am erican banks. H av ing  no 
o the r jobs to tu rn  to, they are 
v ir tu a l slaves of the p lanta tion 
managers, and m ust subm it to 
whatever the bosses impose on 
them. They have on ly a few 
m onths w ork, and fo r the m a jo r
i t y  o f the year no incomes at all. 
T h is  means th a t even the cane 
cutters, who belong to the cane 
cutters un ion and have managed 
to w in  $1 a day wages, do not 
earn annual incomes o f more 
than ?100, on w h ich an en tire  
fa m ily  m ust live.

I t  doesn’t take long to see that 
the much-vaunted “ self-govern 
m ent”  on the island is a joke. 
The people are "p e rm itted ”  to 
elect local offic ia ls and a general" 
congress. T h is  is ju s t a m atter of 
form . The real government is 
embodied in  the island governor 
appointed by the W ashington ad
m in is tra tio n  w ith  power to over
ru le  any decis’ons o f the local 
o ffic ia ls and the congress.

T A M M A N Y  P O LIT IC S
M oney rules the roost— ju s t 

as in  Am erica —  and Porto Rican 
po litics  is conducted almost en
t ire ly  on the practice o f buying 
votes and po litic ians.

Demagogy has developed in to  
the highest a rt, and the pa rty  in 
power is usua lly  the one which 
makes the most extravagant prom 
ises to the electorate, kept in  
ignorance by th e ir  Am erican ru l
ers. A  characteris tic  a ttitu d e  ex-

pressed to me was: “ The p o lit i
cians are a l l a like. I f  1 vote, 1 
w ill vote fo r the one I th in s  can 
get the most fo r me personally.”

The local bourgeois and petty- 
bourgeois layers, who dominate 
the po litica l parties of the island, 
try  to tu rn  the impoverished na
tives away from  the ideas of mass 
action or organization, especially 
when i t  comes to ge tting  re lie l 
or jo vs. Everyone seeking re lie l 
o r a job  tr ie s  to  ge t a le tte r  from  
i  friend  o f a po litic ian . Most have 
he ir names on the lis ts  fo r  su r

p lus commodities, the receipt, cf 
w h ich  means so much to them.

M IL IT A N T  S T R IK E S
There has been no lack of 

bloody s trikes and m ilita n t anti- 
im p e ria lis t movements in  Porto 
Rico. Cane cutters, armed vi’ith  
razor sharp machetes, have taken 
contro l o f the whole country-side 
to enforce th e ir  wage demands, 
Recently, the owners and drivers 
o f the l i t t le  taxis, which are the 
m ain fo rm  o f transporta tion  in 
the p rinc ip a l ci<ies, in it ia te d  an 
jsland-Wide s tr ik e  and boycott 
against the h igh places of gas
oline. T h is  s tr ik e  paralyzed trans
po rta tion  on the island. The dock 
workers have won union recogni
tion . improved wages and condi
tions, through m any m il ita n t  ac
tions.

I  had the good fo rtune  to have 
a long conversation with a form er 
o ffic ia l of the N a tion a lis t P arty  of 
Porto Rico. Ho in fo rm ed me that 
th is  pa rty  is v ir tu a lly  wiped out. 
not because the Porto Ricans a rr 
resigned to Am erican im peria lis t 
ru le, hu t because of the .policies 
o f the p a rty ’s leaders.

T h is  p a rty  resorted to tactics of 
in d iv id u a l te rro rism . T h is  brought 
te rr ib le  reprisa ls from  the gove rn ' 
ment and offic ia ls. Tw o of th e ir  
leaders were ’beaten to death by 
police fo r  the assassination o' 
an Am erican police officer. Others 
are now serving long sentences in 
A tlan ta  pen iten tia ry  fo r k il l in g  ? 
police chief. Most of the rem ain
ing  leaders are in  ja i l  fo r refus 
ing  to reg is ter fo r the dra ft.

A PRO G RAM  FO R  FR EED O M
T h is  leader told me tha t he real 

ized th a t on ly a p a rty  w ith  a clear 
class strugg le leadership and prog
ram  could successfully lead the 
ligh t fa r freedom of the Porto R i
can people. He added th a t lie 
doubted the po ss ib ility  of the Na
t io n a lis t P arty  rega in ing  its  fo rm 
er influence. And th is  in  spite of 
the intense and widespread na tion 
a lis t feeling.

One cannot escape the m anifest' 
ations of th is  fee ling everywhere. 
The poor natives hate and resent 
the over-bearing Am ericans and 
the Am erican dom ination over 
th e ir  lives and a ffa irs .

H A T E  A M E R IC A N  R U L E
One n igh t, w ith  a Porto Rican 

shipm ate I  was re tu rn in g  to the 
ship a t San Juan. Our ship was 
anchored out in  the stream, so 
we had to h ire  a sm all boat to take 
us to it .  As we walked down by 
the M arina, a dock fo r  sm all 
boats, we conversed in  Eng lish.

The boatman, from  whom we were 
try in g  to h ire  a boat, had heard 
our conversation, and realized I 
was an Am erican. When my 
fr ien d  asked h im  the fee fo r ta k 
ing  us to our ship, the boatman 
replied in  Spanish: “ I  w i l l  take 
you ou t fo r 25 cents, bu t I  won’i  
take any damn Am erican fo r less 
than 50 cents." A fte r  I  had ans
wered the boaiman in  Spanish, 
and my friend  had explained that 
J was a good Am erican and fo r 
the freedom o f the Porto Ricans, 
I  was perm itted to ride fo r 25 
cents. That inc ident illus tra tes 
the a ttitud e  of the Porto Ricans 
tow ard Americans.

The w ar boom has h it  Porte 
Rico, as every o ther Am erican pos
session. A  series of m ilita ry  a ir 
po rts  is being b u ilt  to  r in g  the 
en tire  island, new m ilita ry  h igh 
ways are being constructed, naval 
bases, shipyards and A rm y camps 
are going up, T h is  has meant jobs 
fo r a lo t of Porto Ricans, who 
have suffered unemployment fo r

years. The native laborers are 
ge tting  very low  wages, but w ork 
a t any price is welcome.

A  N A T IV E  V IE W P O IN T
N ot a ll look on these new jobs 

as an act of benevolence from  
Uncle Sam. I overheard one con
versation which went like  th is :

“ Uncle Sam is ge tting  around to 
us now and g iv in g  us some jobs 
so th a t we can feed ou r fam ilies .”

"Oh no. You’re w rong there. 
H it le r  is g iv in g  us these jobs. We 
wouldn’ t have them i f  i t  were not 
fo r h im .”  T h is  rem ark was greet
ed by the laugh te r of the other 
workers, none of whom challenged 
It.

One of the th ings I made i t  a 
po in t to ask young fellows in 
Porto Rico wras about th e ir  serv
ice in  the A rm y. Not a one I 
spoke to wanted to serve. They 
are, lik e  the Am erican draftees, 
resigned to being d ra fted : but 
they have no w il l  to figh t fo r

Am erican im peria lism . One Porto 
Ricgn seaman to ld  me; 
A G A IN S T  F IG H T IN G  FOR 
A M E R IC A N  IM P E R IA L IS M

“ I  don’t  know w hat business 1 
have in  the A m erican a rm y or 
figh ting  in  th is  war. They say 
they are going to protect the 
United States and freedom. I don’t 
give a damn about the States. 
I ’m a Porto Rican and we don’t 
have any freedom !”

A fte r hearing sentim ents like  
th is  everywhere, one read ily  un
derstands that- the conspicuous 
presence of Am erican soldiers 
sailors and. m arines everywhere 
on the island is dicta ted as much 
by the fear of the natives as by 
fear o f a H it le r  attack.

One th in g  is certa in  about the 
natives o f.P o rto  Rico. I f  a revolu 
tion a ry  upsurge occurs in  thè 
United States, i t  won’t be long be
fore the Porto Ricans act upop 
j t  and proceed to settle th e ir  own 
score w ith  the Am erican ru lin g  
class.

On The Soviet Eastern Front

Red A rm y  troops, somewhere on the eastern fro n t, lie  f la t  on the ground as they pour a 
deadly fire  in to  the ranks o f the Nasi a rm y. T h  c f ig h tin g  qua lities o f these Soviet-so ld iers have 
caused the Nazis to com plain o f th e ir  “ u n fa ir  m ethods o f w a rfa re ,”

Chinese Trotskyists Tell 
How To Defend The USSR

CHINA, July 11 (By Letter; Delayed)—The Chinese T ro t
skyist movement has issued a manifesto on the Nazi invasion 
of the Soviet Ufiion. Its central point declares that intensification 
of the war against Japan is the best way for the Chinese masses 
.o defend the Soviet Union.

Indication^ at present are that Japan.is preparing for an 
attack on the Soviet Maritime Province, with Vladivostok as the 
main objective. It is fe ll here that not much time w ill elapse 
before the first open steps in this direction are taken. Already
i t  was announced th is  week tha t® --------------- --------------------------------------
General Seishiro Ita ga k i, h ith e rto  I lies in  the A x is  alliance, and even
ehief-of-staff fo r  the Japanese a r
m y in  China, lias been trans fe r
red to command o f the garrison 
in  Korea, from  w h ich one of the 
m ain drives in to  S iberia would 
be made. Ita g a k i is a notorious 
firebrand and hater of the Soviet 
Unión.

To a large extent, of course, 
much tha t w i l l  happen here de
pends on how the w ar in  Europe 
shapes up. Japan appears to he 
p lay ing the ro le in the East that 
I ta ly  plays in  the West. She 
doesn’t w ant to .p lay  H it le r ’s game 
fo r the sake of J ii t le r ,  but her 
whole position condemns her to a 
subordinate role. H er on ly hope 
o f any rea l gains from  the w'ar

then gains are problem atica l. The 
governm ent of T ok io  is honey
combed w ith  German “ advisers" 
in  every key departm ent and they 
p lay a b ig  pa rt in  m olding Japan
ese po licy. Japan, lik e  Ita ly , has 
to pay a h igh price fo r ‘ H it le r ’s 
friendsh ip.

U N IT E D  S TA TE S  RO LE
Meanwhile, United States im per

ia lism  makes Chungking policy. 
Am erican technicians are rebu ild 
ing  the Chinese a ir  force, and 
bossing the B urm a road trans
po rta tion  system. Manuel Fox of 
the U n ited States Treasury De
pa rtm ent is reorganiz ing the cu r
rency and fiscal systems. And 
now Owen Lg ttim o re  is coming

Words Out Of The Past That The Stalinists 
Would Now Like To Forget Completely

Statement o f The  French Communist Party:
“ It  is d ifficu lt to forecast the lineup in  the 

next im perialist war. But it is very probable  
that such a war would start either as an attack 
upon the Soviet Union or, as Stalin said, would  
he rapid ly transferred into a united attack of 
the im perialists against the U.S.S.R.

“ But whatever the exact circumstances in  
which the hostilities would begin, the French  
Communist Party would continue to wage its 
relentless and unceasing struggle against 
French capitalism and their own im perialists. 
I t  would raise Lenin ’s slogan o f turn ing  im 
perialist war into a revolutionary c iv il w’ar. A  
Soviet France would be the best and only genu
ine ally o f the Soviet Union.

“ At the m om ent the im m ediate interests 
of French im perialism  require  frien d ly  re la
tions w ith the Soviet U nion. But the defense 
o f the Soviet U n ion  u ltim ately depends upon  
the efforts  o f the international w orking class.

The h indering and cripp ling  o f the war m achi
nery o f all capitalist governments is among the 
most im portant tasks confronting the world  
proletariat.

“ The fight against the war preparations  
o f the im perialists is an integral part o f the 
fight against capitalism, and i f  pushed with suf
ficient force, can assure the establishment p f 
Soviet power before the outbreak o f an im p eri
alist slaughter.

“ The anti-war struggle by its very nature  
i6 a defense of the Soviet Union and an advance
ment o f the struggles o f the working class 
against capitalism. I t  should be emphasized 
that under a ll circumstances the m ain task o f 
the w orking class is the overthrow o f the capi
talists o f its own country. The  struggle in this 
direction makes fo r peace, the defense o f the 
Soviet Union, and the furtherance o f the in te r
ests o f the international p ro le taria t.”  —» Re
printed fro m  the D aily  W orker, May 11 , 1 93 5 .

as “ adviser”  to Chiang Kai-shek.
How fa r  th is  process w i l l  ge re 

m ains to be seen, and w hat ef
fect i t  w i l l  have on the character 
o f the Sino-Japanese W ar. I t  has 
riot changed our insistence on the 
continued uncond itiona l support 
of China’s s trugg le against Japan 
despite its  m iserable inadequacy 
under Chiang’s leadership and the 
tendency to sell i t  out to W a ll 
Street.

In  the near fu tu re  you w i l l  re 
ceive reports of our national con
ference, soon to be held and a t
tended by comrades from  several 
fa r  points. The p re lim in a ry  re
ports subm itted are most encour
aging.

Trotsky’s Last W ork  
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New Y o rk  C ity

Destruction of the 
Dnieper Dam And 
What It Signifies

By M IC H A E L  CORT
The Dnieper Dam has been destroyed. The 

r iv e r  is  no longer harnessed to  produce power 
fo r  the U k ra in e ; i t  now sw irls  across m ines and 
fa rm s  and c ities  in  a ram page o f destruction , 
was a symbol. P roduct o f  the f ir s t  F ive -Y e a r

The D nieper Dam  was more than a dam— i t  
Plan, the g ia n t Dam  came to sym bolize the 
achievements o f a planned economy. The ve ry  
bu ild in g  o f i t  was an engineering achievem ent o f 
such m agnitude th a t i t  inspired the Soviet mass
es w ith  pride  and confidence in  th e ir  ab ilitie s , 
I t  was adduced by S ta lin  as p ro o f th a t Socialism  
can be b u ilt  in  one cou n try  surrounded by a 
c a p ita lis t w orld .

The Dam was destroyed as a m il ita ry  maneu
ver. T h is  also was an achievement, tho-ugh o f 
a d iffe re n t so rt. T h is  act, the extension o f the 
“ scorched ea rth ”  po licy, was possible because 
the Dam belonged to  the people and no t to  a 
group o f cap ita lis ts  concerned w ith  p riva te  p ro fit. 
The Soviet masses are f ig h tin g  th is  w a r to p ro 
tec t th e ir  own fa rm s  and fac to rie s  fro m  the 
fascists. W hen i t  is no longer possible to defend 
th e ir  p rope rty , ' the y  destroy i t  ra th e r  than  a l
low  i t  to  be used by the e n e m y ...th e  -class 
enemy!

Something New For the Nazis
This is a new experience fo r  the invad ing  

Nazis. They are used to f ig h tin g  r iv a l ca p ita l
is ts  who possess a respect’ fo r  the sa n c tity  o f 
p r iva te  p ro p e rty ; who f ig h t w ith  one eye on 
the invader and the o the r on the p ro fit  and loss 
sheet. H it le r ,  when conquering- the “ democ
racies”  was always rewarded w ith  the surrender 
o f mines and fac tories  in  good w o rk in g  condi
tion . A s the N az i w a r machine plunged down 
th rough  no rthe rn  France, c ity  a fte r  c ity  was de? 
da red  “ open”  and was g iven up to the fascists, 
undefended. The French cap ita lis ts  surrendered 
P aris  to  the invader ra th e r than see th e ir  p rop
e rty  damaged.

T h is  same process had gone on p rev ious ly  du r
ing  the Spanish C iv il W ar. C ity  a fte r  c ity  on the 
no rthern  f ro n t  was sold o u t to the fascists, by 
the “ dem ocratic”  Spanish cap ita lis ts . Even those 
cap ita lis ts  who were no t pro-Franco, hoped to  
keep th e ir  p ro p e rty  regardless o f which side w on ’ 
the w ar, and d idn ’ t  w a n t to see i t  damaged. I t  
was S ta lin ’s co llabora tion  w ith  the “ dem ocratic”  
Spanish- cap ita lis ts  th a t im m obilized the w o rk 
ers in  “thè îfa’c'e o î these betrayals.

The S ta lin is t bureaucracy d is tru s ts  and fea rs  
the Soviet masses ju s t  as they  did the Spanish, 
p ro le ta ria t. Now, however, the  ve ry  existence 
o f the bureaucracy is tied  up w ith  the Soviet 
s trugg le  aga inst the  fasc is t invader. Hence the 
K re m lin  agrees to a rm in g  o f the w orkers  in  the 
c ities, the  destruction  o f the Dam, etc.

Stalin's Theory Also Destroyed
B u t the destroy ing o f the Dnieper Dam has 

an even g rea te r significance. The explosives th a t 
b lew  i t  up also b lew  to  b its  S ta lin ’s the o ry  o f 
socialism  in  one country . T h is  Dam had to  be 
destroyed because fascism  had no t been destroy
ed in  Germ any, The fa lse  theo ry  o f socialism  i l l  
one cou n try  helped to  de live r the German work-, 
ers to  H itle r .  H it le r  in  tu rn  shackled them  to  
the w a r m achine th a t is now invad ing  the Soviet 
Jn ion .

W hen fascism  came to  power in  G erm any,'the  
S ta lin is ts  denied th a t the fasc is t v ic to ry  could 
a ffe c t the Soviet U n ion. They boasted o f thé  
m ig h t o f the lone “ S oc ia lis t S tate,”  and .declared 
themselves beyond a ttack . W h a t a m onstrous 
boast! H ow  fa lse  th e ir  com fortab le  the o ry  o f 
“ Socialism  in  one cou n try .”  B y  fa il in g  to  c a rry  
the revo lu tion  to- Germ any and the res t o f E u 
rope, the S ta lin is t bureaucracy no t on ly  betrayed 
the German and European w orkers, they  en
dangered the ve ry  existence o f the Soviet U n ion .

The D nieper Dam, so p a tie n tly  and lo v in g ly  
b u ilt  by the w orkers, so he ro ica lly  destroyed, 
w ill a lways be remembered as the sym bol o f the 
c r im in a lly  fa lse  the o ry  th a t socialism  can be- 
b u ilt  in  a single s ta te  and can live  side by side 
in peace w ith  decaying cap ita lism .

O nly the ove rth row  o f the bosses in every im 
p e ria lis t cou n try  can assure the existence o f the 
f irs t  w o rke rs ’ state and b rin g  Socialism  to  a l l the 
w o rkers  o f the w orld .

Armed Women Defend Farms

Even the women w orkers o f the Soviet Union have jo ined in  .the armed defense 
against H itle r , as shown by th is  rad iophoto from  Moscow. These are g ir ls  fro m  co l
lective fa rm s who have jo ined a g u e rr illa  detachment.
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T o  defend the USSR as the m ain  

fortress o f the world pro letariat, 

against a ll assaults o f w orld im peria l

ism and o f in ternal counter-revolution, 

is the most im portant duty o f every 

class conscious w orker.

— LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1 . M ilita ry  tra in ing  o f workers, financed 

by the governm ent, but under control 
o f the trade unions. Special officers’ 
tra in ing  camps, financed by the gov
ernm ent but controlled by the trade  
unions, to tra in  workers to become 
officers.

2 . Trade union wages fo r  a ll workers  
drafted into  the arm y.

3 . F u ll equality fo r  Negroes in  the armed  
forces and the war industries— Down  
w ith  Jim  Crowism everywhere.

4 . A  peoples’ referendum  on any and a ll 
wars.

5 . Confiscation o f a ll war profits. Expro
priation  o f a ll war industries and the ir  
operation under workers’ control.

6 . F o r a rising scale o f wages to m eet the 
rising cost o f living.

7 . W orkers Defense Guards against vig
ilante and fascist attacks.

8 . A n Independent Labor Party based on 
the Trade Unions.

9 . A  W orkers’ and Farm ers’ Govern
m ent.

W hat Local 544-CIO  
Is Fighting For

The workers in the motor transport industry 
o f Minneapolis are asking the state and national 
labor boards for one simple, elementary right; 
government-supervised elections in which the 
workers can designate Which union shall repre
sent them.

A simple, elementary right. Yet the workers 
have been asking for it for three months and it 
has not yet been granted to them!

During the last two weeks the workers in 'th is  
Minneapolis industry have been following each 
other to the witness chair at hearings being con
ducted by the state labor board. As fast as each 
man’s testimony is taken down, another replaces 
him. Already hundreds of workers have testified, 
and Local 3 4 4 -0 0  stands ready to send addition
al thousands to the witness chair to give similar 
testimony. I f  State Labor Conciliator Blair were 
to give the union sufficient time, the union could 
bring to the witness chair an overwhelming major
ity  of the five thousand workers in this industry.

A ll these workers testify that they and their 
fellow-workers want elections to be held at which 
they shall choose the union they want to belong 
to. They make it clear that the workers w ill vote 
fo r Local 544-CIO.

Yet in all likelihood these hearings w ill not 
end with a decision by State Conciliator Blair to 
hold such elections. It is much more likely that 
he w ill end up by certifying without elections a 
new "union”  set up by A FL Teamsters Chieftain 
Tobin, “ 544” -AFL. The present hearings are on 
an AFL petition for such certification without elec
tions. The witnesses now testifying are rebuttal 
witnesses for Local 544-CIO. These hearings were 
opened by Blair by the simple device of brazen
ly  ignoring petitions filed earlier by the CIO for 
elections in the various sections of the industry.

How, the perplexed reader may ask, can Blair 
dare to certify Tobin’s "union” without elections, 
in the face of hundreds of worker-witnesses who 
are asking for elections? In the face of the last 
two membership meetings of Local 544-CIO at 
which, the boss press has conceded, 1,000 and 
1,200 members were present? In the face of the 
state and national provisions for such elections 
when two unions dispute which has the majority?

The answer is that B lair is doing what reaction
ary Republican Governor Stassen is telling him 
to do. And Stassen is working hand-in-glove with 
Tobin and Tobin’s friends, the Roosevelt admin
istration. Tobin dare not submit the issue to an 
election. He knows very well that he w ill lose 
ah election.

Since June 9, when Local 544 disaffiliated from

Tobin’s International and joined the CIO, Tobin 
has spent hundreds of thousands of dollars in his 
attempts to smash Local 544-CIO. He sent hun
dreds of "organizers” into Minneapolis to terror
ize the motor transport workers. Roosevelt came 
to Tobin’s aid, first with a statement denouncing 
the CIO for “ raiding” Tobin, then w ith the FBI 
raids on the Socialist Workers Party and the fed
eral indictment for "seditious conspiracy”  against 
the Socialist Workers Party and Local 544-CIO.

But all this failed to crush the Minneapolis mo
tor transport workers. A fter three months of To
bin’s "blitzkrieg”  they challenged him to submit 
the issue to an election— and Tobin dare not accept 
the challenge. And in his service the state admin
istration has brazenly refused the workers an elec
tion.

Local 544-CIO has now confronted the National 
Labor Relations Board with this issue, by filing 
petitions with it for elections in several sections 
of the industry. The NLRB has yet to decide 
whether it w ill hold hearings and arrange for such 
elections.

That Local 544-CIO has survived all this is a 
remarkable tribute to the powerful unity of the 
motor transport workers of Minneapolis. The 
workers continue to stand by their union, deter
mined at all costs to preserve the union which, 
since it was built in the great strikes of 1934, has 
been famous throughout the country as the most 
m ilitant drivers’ union. Neither red-baiting nor 
terrorism nor the hostility of the state and na
tional administrations swerve Local 544 from its 
simple demand: “ We want an election.” That 
demand w ill finally prevail, as the entire CIO 
movement backs up its Minneapolis brothers.

Laval and Terrorism
As against the Nazis in control of France, as 

against Laval and all other Vichy servants of the 
Nazis, our sympathies'are all with Paul Collette 
who attempted to assassinate Laval and Dcat, the 
two leading pro-Nazi French politicians.

But the fu tility  of the shooting should be ob
vious to everyone. Even i f  Laval and Deat had 
been killed, the Nazis would have found many 
others among the French capitalist politicians to 
take their places. The conditions that give rise 
to the Lavals are still in existence and there are 
bound to be many candidates to act as his substi
tute.

Marxists have always b itterly opposed indi
vidual terror, because it is not only futile but also 
harmful. For every act of individual terror sets 
into motion the machinery of reprisal on thp part 
of the oppressors and many lives of m ilitant revo
lutionists are uselessly sacrificed. Marxists have 
always taught the necessity of organizing the work
ing masses as the only method to destroy the sys
tem of exploitation and oppression. Not by shoot
ing the individual dictator or oppressor but by 
destroying the system of dictatorship and oppres
sion can the masses achieve their liberation.

The politicians and journalists of the imperialist 
democracies and of the Stalinist camp have either 
directly or indirectly given their approval to the 
deed of the young Frenchman. A t least nowhere 
have they criticised his act o f individual terror. 
These hypocrites who pass laws against the ad
vocacy of the use of force and violence to over
throw their own governments are elated at an act 
of individual terror when leveled against an op
ponent of theirs.

For the French workers there is only one road 
to achieve their freedom from Nazi and Vichy op
pression. That road is not by acts of individual 
terror; that road is not by supporting British im
perialism. It is the road of a workers’ ’revolution 
fighting for a Socialist United States of Europe.

The Answer for Kearny
Two weeks ago the governm ent sent the N a vy  in 

to  take over the  Federa l S h ipbu ild ing  and D rydock 
Company a t K ea rny  and end a s tr ik e  by Local 16 
o f the In d u s tr ia l U n ion  o f M arine  and S h ipbu ild ing  
W orkers, CIO,.

The union had s truck  fo r  a “ maintenance o f m em 
bersh ip”  clause to- p ro tec t i t  aga inst company attacks. 
The N a tion a l Defense M edia tion Board had conceded 
th a t the demand o f the un ion was ju s tifie d . K o rn - 
d o r ff ,  head o f the company w hich is con tro lled  by 
the U n ited  States Steel C orporation, refused to  abide- 
by the recommendation o f the N D M B  and asked the 
governm ent to take over the  p lan t. The governm ent 
took i t  over, and to  date has done and said no th ing  
about g ra n tin g  the demands approved by one o f its  
boards.

The “ maintenance o f m em bership”  clause, i t  is said 
in  W ashington, w i l l  have to  w a it  u n t il o ther “ more 
im p o rta n t”  questions are settled. The m ain  question 
being discussed is w h a t to do w ith  the K earny p lan t. 
The a lte rna tives  being considered are governm ental 
purchase o f the  p la n t o r re n ta l fo r  the “ du ra tion .”

A t  the same tim e  a sm all num ber o f employees 
in  the p lan t, m ost o f them  because o f th e ir  occupa
tion  n o t even qualified fo r  membership in  the union, 
have been conducting an ag ita tio n , undoubtedly in 
spired by U. S. Steel, fo r  re tu rn  o f the p la n t to K o rn - 
d o r f f  and Co.

There is no question th a t the members o f Local 
16, like  a ll un ionists, arc trem endously concerned- 
about th is  question o f who sha ll run  the p la n t —  
and a ll the o ther w a r industries.

There is on ly  one w ay to  solve th is  problem  in  the 
in te rests o f the w orkers : E x p ro p ria tio n  o f a ll w a r 
industries and th e ir  operation under w o rkers ’ contro l.

In  th is  p a rtic u la r s itua tion  i t  means: L e t the gov
ernm ent take over ownership o f Federal, and le t the 
w orkers in  the p lan t, th rough  dem ocratically-elected 
com m ittees, operate i t  under th e ir  own contro l.

A t  one and the same tim e  th is  program  would 
solve the problem  o f o rgan iza tiona l secu rity  fo r  the 
un ion, p u t an end to  huge p ro fits  by an an ti- la bo r 
corpora tion, and answer the demagogic cries o f bigl 
business about “ in te r fe r in g  w ith  p roduction”  by as
su rin g  un in te rru p te d  production so fa r  as the w o rk 
ers are concerned.

Manual Trains Soldiers 
To Think Like Fascists
Army Officers Approve Methods And 'V ita lity ' Of Nazis;
Try To Blame Trade Unions For Destroying Morale

By M IC H A E L  CORT ®--------------------------------------------------------
That the U. S. Army officers admire the ideas and methods 

of fascism is a fact that liberals and “ democrats”  ignore in their 
campaign to sell the workers on the idea that this is a war to save 
democracy. This ostrich-like attitude has played right into the 
hands of the m ilita ry hierarchy and enabled them, last week, to 
openly praise the fascist ideology in an official manual issued 
to the draftees.

Just prior to the launching of the Second Army maneuvers 
now being conducted throughout Arkansas and Louisiana, the 
100,000 soldiers taking part received an official m ilita ry manual 

aimed a t “ prom oting a  rea lis ti-® - 
approach to the maneuver prob
lems . . . ”  The m anual explained 
the “ im ag ina ry ”  po litica l and eco
nomic quarre l between tl)e "R ed" 
and “ B lue”  arm ies tha t were 
about to be locked in  mock battle.

The m anual creates two im ag in 
a ry  countries —  K otm k and A l- 
mat. The rea l id e n tity  of these 
countries is made clear to the sol
d ier and he discovers tha t he is 
reading his General’s conception 
of the economic and po litica l d if
ferences between G e r m a n y  
(K o tm k) and France (A lm a t) at 
the outbreak of the w ar two years 
ago. Throughout the m anual the 
democratic in s titu tio n s  of France 
are held up to rid icu le , and the “ v ir 
i l i t y ”  o f the Nazis is lauded. Nor 
does the Am erican in te lligence of
ficer who w rote the manual (Ma
jo r  A. A. G riffin ) stop there in  
h is analogy. A fte r dam ning the 
trade unions fo r c reating d isun ity  
and discontent, he brings his les
son home by w arn ing, “ th is  m ight 
have been a true  s itua tion  in  the 
United States of Am erica.”
H IT L E R  M ETH O D S 
H E L D  J U S T IF IE D  

G rif f in ’s m anual opens w ith  a 
review  of the situation,, in  Ger
m any,’ a fte r a previous w ar had 
“ led to a settlem ent d is tin c tly  in 
ju rio u s  to ( its ) welfare and pros
p e r ity ”  (the Versailles,, T rea ty ).
(W e’re using, the countries’ real 
names instead of the im aginary 
ones). A fte r a tim e, i t  is exp la in
ed, the. prostra te  Germany “ began 
to recover its  streng th  and was 
ready fo r p o litica l leadership (H it 
le r) prepared to u tilize  tha t 
streng th  to the utm ost.”

Approva l of H ile r ’s rac ia l theo
ries and his anti-Sem itism  are ev i
dent in  G r if f in ’s statement. “ The 
v igo r of the young people ... . was 
so pronounced tha t medical au

tho ritie s  a ll over the w orld  held 
the . . . governm ent’s program  
up as the finest ever devised in  
the streng then ing o f the (A ryan ) 
race.”

A nd la te r on M ajor G riffin  re
fers to H it le r  as “ the dynam ic 
leader,”  and puts in his m outh the 
words, “ Our wealth is in  our people 
and our v ita lity ,  not In gold.”  The 
au thor is also g rea tly  impressed 
by the fact tha t the K o tm k Na
tio n a l Assembly (Germany Reich
stag) was composed m a in ly  of 
A rm y  officers.

And w hat of France —  Ger
m any’s opponent?

France was not a v ic tim  of o f
fic ia l corruption. Her bosses d id n 't 
sell her out to the Germany 
bosses. No —  according to M ajor 
G riffin  —  she was defeated be
cause she had “ a powerfu l union 
movement tha t . . .  was la rge ly  
taken over by Com m unist ele
ments.”  She lost because her peo
ple were “ approaching decadence 
by m u lt ip lic ity  of p o litica l par
ties”  (instead of a single Fascist 
p a rty ).

The M ajor then explains how 
France’s morale was fu rth e r 
harmed by the trade unions and 
the Com m unist P arty  w h ich dis
tr ibu te d  leaflets demanding peace. 
He ca re fu lly  expla ins tha t these 
“ rad ica ls”  worked w ith  German 
agents in  the preparation and dis
tr ib u tio n  o f th e ir  d is rup tive  peace 
appeals. He points out th a t on ly 
the French m il ita ry  understood 
the danger from  these radicals 
and th e ir  slogans, and quotes a 
French General as saying, “ De
spite attacks in  the le ft is t press 
and the c ritic ism  of persons who 
have no m il ita ry  knowledge, we 
are prepared fo r any even tua lity .”

M ajor G riffin  gives a detailed p ic
tu re  of the actual opening of lio s til

itie s  and is c a rfu l to drive  home the 
fac t tha t the "C om m unists" and 
trade union leaders served as en
emy agents and were m a in ly  re
sponsible fo r the defeat of France.

NO TO R IO US G EN. L E A R  
A T T A C K S  C R IT IC S

The G riffin  manual was d is tr i
buted to the troops under the com
mand of General Ben Lear. T h is  
is the same General tha t recently 
meted out Prussian d isc ip line  to 
some of his men th a t yoo-hooed 
at some g ir ls  on a go lf course. A t 
tha t tim e the W ar Department 
v indicated Lear w ith  the words, 
“ We a l w a y s  uphold our of
ficers." The W ar Department 
w ill no doubt uphold Lear in  th is  
instance also.

Lear has already taken the o f
fensive against those c r it ic a l of 
his anti-dem ocratic theories. He 
takes the classic to ta lita r ia n  posi
tion  tha t a ll those who disagree 
w ith  h im  are “ enemy agents.”

A pparently  aware tha t h is man
ual was rece iv ing wide-spread 
c ritic ism . Lear broadcast a radio 
message on August 28 to the 
100,000 under his command. He 
said, “ We know  there are agents 
of enemy forces and enemy pow
ers w ith in  our coun try  try in g  to 
spread dissatisfaction and suspi
cion, t ry in g  to bew ilder us, t r y 
in g  to f i l l  us fu ll of confusion.- 
C ritic ism  o f the a rm y (m anual) 
has been the resu lt of the w ork 
of such agents.”

Lear is no isolated “ crafck-pot" 
ou t of step w ith  the A rm y  and 
the W ar Departm ent. The m il i 
ta ry  h ie ra rchy  are notorious ad
m ire rs  of fascist methods and 
they practice these methods in  
th e ir  own sphere o f contro l. The 
U. S. A rm y, as now constituted, 
could never figh t a w ar on behalf 
of democracy fo r the simple rea
son th a t the officers don’t  believe 
in  i t  themselves.

T h is is w hy the m il ita ry  tra in 
ing of the workers can not be 
entrusted to the officer caste. 
W hat is needed is trade un ion con
tro l o f m il ita ry  tra in in g . No fasc
is t ideology could be slipped over 
cn the men i f  th is  were pu t in to  
practice.

Draftees Lose Their 
Illusions in the Army

By A  D R A F T E E
Tilings are pretty bad in the army. Much worse than any

body outside thinks, simply because everything that happens 
is hushed up by the officers. Last month a fellow in my barracks 
couldn’t take it any longer and committed suicide in the toilet by 
slashing his wrists. The officers hushed up the whole thing. No
body outside the camp knew about it. You keep hearing stories 
all the time about men who commit suicide because they can’t 
face any more army life.

There are also a great many desertions. One man I know 
of from Kentucky left word with his friend that it would take 
a,t least 25 guys to catch him. Down south there was a fellow in 

barracks who bawled lik e  i ®------- -—my
baby every n igh t. A ll  the draftees 
are stunned by the speed in  w h ich 
th e ir  whole lives were changed 
the m inute  they got in  the arm y. 
None o f them  tho ugh t i t  would 
be lik e  th is.

The f ir s t  th in g  I  nCticed when 
I  was drafted in to  the arm y was 
the fact th a t a ll the soldiers 
grum ble against the officers. 
None o f them  seems to  lik e  or 
have respect fo r the officers. Then 
I  found out th a t the po litica l op in
ions of most of the men are an li- 
w ar. They w ant to go back to the 
w orld  they were in  before they 
were drafted.

NO IL L U S IO N S  A B O U T  
“ W A R  FOR D E M O C R A C Y ”

There is p ra c tica lly  no frenzied 
sort of pa trio tism  lik e  d u rin g  the 
last w ar. Th is is because, besides 
hearing over and over again that 
the re  is a national emergency, we 
are to ld  l i t t le  :>s to what we are 
fig h tin g  fo r. There are no speeches 
a t a ll about saving the w orld  fo r 
Democracy. T h is  became impos
sible, anyway, a fte r our f irs t day 
in  the arm y when we read the 
A rtic le s  of W ar.

W h ile  we were being marched 
along by a guide the firs t day, 
one of us asked him  w hat we were 
to hear now.

“ You’re go ing to be to ld  th a t 
you’re subject to  c o u rt-m a rtia l 
o r death anytim e you speak or 
th in k  d u rin g  the next year,”  he 
said.
When the A rtic le s  of W ar were 

firs t read, most of the fe llows were 
li te ra lly  stunned. There was a 
clause w h ich  forb ids anybody say
in g  an y th ing  against the Presi

dent. F o r weeks the soldiers, at 
the m ention o f the President's 
name, would swear under th e ir  
breaths. Then, one by one, they 
started to ta lk  out loud. Once 
when Roosevelt spoke over the 
rad io  the soldiers shouted back at 
h im  to “ te ll i t  to E leanor.”  A l
most every one here is m im ick ing  
Roosevelt. “ My frien.n.ds— I hate 
war. E leanor hates war. ,We a ll 
hate war. BU T  — ! ”

S T R IK E  B R E A K IN G — A 
RE.G ULAR COURSE

W e’re lea rn ing  a lo t about how 
to break s trikes Here is w hat on 
old sergeant to ld  us as an in tro 
duction in  our lessons on s tr ik e 
breaking:

“ W ell men, you're now going 
to learn r io t  breaking. You’ll  
learn certa in form ations fo r it. 
None of us lik e  th is  task, bu t i t ’s 
som eth ing we’ve go t to1 do. W ith  
a ll these s trikes breaking, out to
day you can never te ll when you 'll 
be called out.”

Then he w ent on, “ Now you 
hold your r if le  in th is  position 
w ith  you r bayonet fixed. Bayonet 
is always aimed a t an opponent’s 
neck. Then in  th is  fo rm ation  you 
m arch forw ard . Don’t  lunge at 
anybody because we’re there to 
preserve order and not to h u rt 
anybody. B u t i f  you're m arch ing 
s tra ig h t ahead and somebody 
bumps in to  your bayonet, i t ’s not 
your fa u lt.”

D u rin g  the period when Con
gress was vo ting  on the 18 month 
extension, the draftees were very 
tense. You can get an idea how 
strong th e ir  feelings are about

th a t b i l l i f  I  te ll you the fact 
th a t a t least 50 per cent o f the 
soldiers in  m y company were 
ta lk in g  about deserting a fte r th e ir 
year was up.

The officers do a ll sorts of 
th ings to make the morale better. 
For instance, every soldier is 
taught to memorize and repeat 
the fo llow ing  every day:

“ I  am the best sold ier o f the 
best squad o f the best platoon 
o f the best company o f the best 
ba tta lion  o f the best d iv is ion  o f 
the best a rm y in  the w orld .”

W A R  M E A N S  PR O M O TIO N
The o ther day the officers de

cided th a t our m ora le was low 
and we needed a ta lk  on the h is
to ry  o f our un it. A lieutenant 
started tra c in g  the h is to ry  of our 
group up to and in c lud in g  the 
W orld  W ar. A t one ba ttle  he stop
ped to make a po in t o f emphasis. 

“ Do you rea lize ,”  he, said, 
“ th a t in  th is  p a rtic u la r ba ttle  
more than h a lf o f our men were 
k il le d ! W hat a w onderfu l op
p o rtu n ity  fo r  advancement. 
Some o f you, under s im ila r c ir 
cumstances may have been p ro
moted fro m  priva tes  to  squad 
leaders.”

Needless to say, none of us 
were very  much impressed by the 
wonderfu l opportunities.

I  know that a lo t of th is  s tu ff 
never gets in to  the b ig  newspa
pers. B ut i t  goes on. And i t  seems 
to be ge tting  worse a ll the tim e.
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Where 
We Stand

By Albert Goldman

Stalinist “ Revolutionar y ” Propaganda
W e can expect to receive ,a demand fro m  some 

naive S ta lin is t sym pa th ize r th a t we apologize to  the 
K re m lin  because o f our charge th a t the bureaucrats 
w ho ru le  w ith in  th a t  m agnificent edifice have fa iled  
to  appeal to the masses in  Germ any to rise and over
th ro w  the Nazi reg im e. F o r the D a ily  W orke r o f 
A ug us t 21 presents evidence which w i l l  su re ly  be 
accepted by many g u llib le  S ta lin is t fo llow ers  as a 
rea l a tte m p t to  underm ine the m orale o f the  N azi 
soldiers by  appeals to them to  ove rth row  H itle r .

On the f ro n t  page o f th a t issue o f the  D a ily  
W orke r there is p ro m in e n tly  displayed a d ispatch 
fro m  Moscow, w h ich  gives the te x t o f an open le tte r  
w i'itte n  by fo u r  German a rm y  officers captured in  
the fig h tin g . Th is le tte r  is designated as a “ m oving 
appeal to  the German a rm y”  to  b r in g  an end to  “ the 
su ic ida l w a r aga inst the Soviet U n ion .”

I t  is qu ite possible th a t the le tte r  was fo rged  by 
the GPU fo r  the purpose o f a n t i-H it le r  propaganda. 
The GPU is ce rta in ly  capable o f doing such a th ing . 
The na tu re  o f the contents o f the le tte r  shows th a t 
i t  could have been w r itte n  by any fo u r reac tiona ry  
German officers captured by the E ng lish  and th a t the 
dem ocratic im p e ria lis ts  could easily use such a le t
te r. I t  is pecu lia r th a t on ly  o fficers captured by  the 
Soviet a rm y  should have th o u g h t o f w r i t in g  an open 
le tte r  o f th is  nature. B u t w hethe r i t  is a fo rg e ry  o r 
an au then tic  le tte r  is re a lly  im m a te ria l. The con
ten ts o f the le tte r, au then tic  o r forged, reveal the a t
titude  o f those who published it .

As a piece o f reac tiona ry  propaganda, a lthough 
aimed a t H itle r , i t  is d if f ic u lt  to im agine an y th in g  
th a t could surpass th is  open le tte r  and f a r  fro m  
having the e ffec t o f a rousing the common people o f 
G erm any aga inst the Nazi regim e, i t  would prob
ab ly  tend to encourage them  in  suppo rting  th a t 
regim e.

Noble Officers Look Down on Rabble
“ Tram ps w ith o u t k in  o r race” — thus are the Nazis 

re fe rre d  to  in  th is  open le tte r. The fo u r  officers, 
au thors o f the le tte r, are ev iden tly  men o f noble blood 
and gnash th e ir  teeth a t the though t o f being com
pelled to  take orders fro m  men who cannot trace 
th e ir  ancestry  to  some nobleman o f old. “ I t  was the 
sons o f noble fam ilies  who entered the  a rm y  when 
the old German s p ir it  s t i l l  re igned,”  say these fo u r 
officers, and we can im agine th e ir  chag rin  when H i t 
le r  pe rm itted  some Nazi com ing fro m  the low er class
es to defile the a rm y  o f the  n o b ility .

Can anyone im agine the common people o f Ger
m any being filled  w ith  hatred fo r  H it le r  because o f 
the te rr ib le  crim e a ttr ib u te d  to h im  in  the le tte r?  
I t .  is possible th a t a ll noble officers would be moved 
by such an appeal b u t h a rd ly  probable th a t the masses 
would rise  aga inst H it le r  to p ro te c t the n o b ility  in 
th e ir  p riv ileged  position  in  the arm y.

And the officers are fierce in  th e ir  condemnation 
o f H it le r  fo r  m urd e rin g  Generals von Schleicher and 
von B rcdow  and fo r  keeping the c le ric  N iem oe lle r 
w ho was a subm arine com m ander d u rin g  the f ir s t  
W orld  W ar under a rrest. Rise, German pro le ta rians, 
to avenge these noble Generals!

N o t a word about the tens o f thousands o f w orkers 
slaughtered o r p u t in to  concentra tion camps. H it le r ’s 
to r tu re  and m urder o f defenseless people are men
tioned bu t on ly  because G erm any’s rep u ta tio n  thereby 
su ffe rs.

“ O ur German Fa the rland  is endangered,”  lam ent 
the officers, by H it le r ’s ad ven tu ris t policies. I t  fo llow s  
th a t i f  H it le r  should w in  the w ar, these o ffice rs w i l l  
hum bly  beg his pardon fo r  then the “ German F a the r- 
land”  would be g re a tly  strengthened. A nd the w a r 
aga inst the Soviet U n ion is severely c ritic ized  on the 
ground th a t “ i t  is sheer madness to  f ig h t on tw o 
fro n ts .”  I t  can be presumed th a t these o ffice rs would 
have been pe rfe c tly  satisfied had H it le r  f ir s t  con
quered E ng land and then proceeded to a ttack  the  
Soviet U nion.

O fficer Caste W ill Not O verthrow  H itle r
B u t w hy, naive S ta lin is t sym path izers w i l l  ask us, 

should the Soviet U n ion no t u t iliz e  the appeal o f re 
actiona ry  officers to  ove rth row  H it le r?  No m a tte r 
who appeals fo r  H it le r ’s overth row , the y  say, w c 
should support such an appeal because i f  he is over
th row n  i t  w i l l  constitu te  a v ic to ry  fo r  the  Soviet 
U n ion.

A t  best the open le tte r  can have an e ffe c t on ly  
upon the o ffice r caste. Is i t  possible th a t th is  caste, 
even i f  i t  wanted to, could remove H it le r  fro m  power 
by a palace revo lu tion?  The same hope was en te r
ta ined by m any reactionaries and m any g u illib le  
people in E ng land and elsewhere. How  m any tim es 
have w is h fu l th in ke rs  hoped to  solve the problem  o f 
H itle r is m  th rough  a consp ira to ria l u p ris in g  o f the 
a rm y  o ffice rs ! B u t no such conspiracy developed fo r  
the s im ple reason th a t the N azi bureaucracy is too 
pow erfu l to be ove rth row n by a clique o f reac tiona ry  
officers. O n ly  a people’s u p ris in g  can hope to  destroy 
the H it le r  reg im e.

And even i f  the o ffice r caste did succeed in  g e ttin g  
r id  o f H it le r  and his ch ie f lieutenants, the  Soviet 
U n ion w ould no t be the beneficiary. The officers would 
then decide to f ig h t a w a r on one fro n t. They would 
make peace w ith  E ng land and the U n ited  States and 
confine th e ir  e ffo r ts  to a n n ih ila tin g  the Soviet U n ion.

I t  has been the inva riab le  theme o f C h urch ill th a t  
peace cannot be made w ith ' the Nazis, im p ly in g  the re 
by th a t i f  the N azis were ove rth row n by the o ld -tim e 
reactionaries, peace could be achieved in  sho rt order. 
I t  can o f course be taken as absolute ly  fo r  g ranted 
th a t C h u rch ill and Roosevelt would no t make peace 
w ith  a w o rkers ’ governm ent th a t came to  power in 
G erm any as a re su lt o f  a w o rke rs ’ revo lu tion .

The le tte r  o f the fo u r  officers is a piece o f p ro
paganda th a t the dem ocratic im p e ria lis ts  can scatte r 
over Germ any. T ha t the S ta lin is ts  are u t i l iz in g  such 
a le tte r  shows how fa r  removed they  are fro m  the 
re vo lu tio n a ry  M a rx is t idea o f appealing to  the Ger
man masses to  ove rth row  H it le r  and un ite  w ith  the 
Soviet U n ion  to  create a Socia lis t U n ited  States o f 
Europe.


