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After having been behind
bars for more than six

years on charges of murdering
her daughter Sheena Bora,
Indrani Mukherjea has now  —
in a bizarre claim made in a let-
ter to the CBI — said that her
daughter “is still alive” and “is
currently in Kashmir” and
asked the CBI to track her
down.

In what is being seen as a
tactic to further delay or derail
the already much-delayed trail
in the sensational case, Indrani
claimed in her letter to the CBI
that her fellow inmate at the
Byculla Women’s Jail had told
her that the latter had met
Sheena in Kashmir and want-

ed the Central investigating to
trace her daughter.

Talking to the media per-
sons here, Indrani’s lawyer
Sana Raees declined to divulge
the details of the letter but said
that she on behalf of her client
would file an application in the
Bombay High Court on
December 28, after which she
would share the letter her client
had written to the CBI with the

media.
However, there was no

reaction yet from the CBI till
the evening on the claim made
by Indrani, who has been
lodged in Byculla Women’s Jail
in south Mumbai ever since she
was arrested on August 25,
2015 for the alleged murder of
Sheena.

However, Peter Mukjerjea
— who separated from Indrani

by way of divorce through
mutual consent in October
2019 while both were behind
bars — has been out on bail for
the last 10 months. The
Bombay High Court had on
February 6, 2020 granted bail
to Peter on the ground that
prima facie there was no evi-
dence to prove his direct
involvement in the murder.

Continued on Page 11
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In the first findings on how
the hypermutated Omicron

variant infects the respiratory
tract, researchers from Hong
Kong University (HKU) on
Thursday reported that the
virus multiplies 70 times faster
in the bronchi than Delta and
the original SARS-CoV-2 virus,
which, they said, might explain
why Omicron transmits faster.

The researchers said
Omicron infection may be less
severe, depending on the body’s
immune response. The variant
reaches higher levels in the tis-
sue, compared to Delta, 48
hours after infection, said the
study.

The preliminary data, pub-
lished online on Wednesday,
gives for the first time a look at
how Omicron may behave
inside the respiratory tract —
and the data offers a tantalis-
ing clue as to why this heavily
mutated variant is spreading so
fast and even outcompeting
Delta.

Michael Chan Chi-wai,
who led the work, said the
result needed to be interpreted
with caution because the severe
disease is determined not only

by how quickly the virus repli-
cates but also by a person’s
immune response and, in par-
ticular, whether the immune
system goes into overdrive,
causing a so-called cytokine
storm.

“It is also noted that by
infecting many more people, a
very infectious virus may cause
more severe disease and death
even though the virus itself
may be less pathogenic,” he

said. “Therefore, taken togeth-
er with our recent studies
showing that the Omicron
variant can partially escape
immunity from vaccines and
past infection, the overall threat
from the Omicron variant is
likely to be very significant.”

Jeremy Kamil, an Associate
Professor of microbiology and
immunology at Louisiana State
University Health Shreveport,
pointed out that Delta, which

turned out to be more patho-
genic, showed a similar pattern
of replicating more slowly in
the lungs.

“These authors found
Omicron replicates fantasti-
cally well — even far better
than either Delta or the origi-
nal virus — in bronchial tissue,”
Kamil said. “This could in
some ways contribute to an
advantage in spread/transmis-
sion between people.

“Of course, a huge com-
ponent of Omicron’s transmis-
sibility in real life is going to be
its potential to escape neutral-
ising antibodies that protect
against infection in the first
place. It’s very likely spreading
well even between vaccinated
people, especially those who
haven’t recently gotten a boost-
er shot.”

Continued on Page 11
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India on Thursday celebrated
Vijay Diwas  to mark the

50th anniversary of  1971 war
and liberation of Bangladesh.
While Prime Minister
Narendra Modi  recalled the
valour and sacrifice by the
Indian Armed forces,
President Ram Nath Kovind
addressed the Victory Day in
Dhaka and said the 1971
Liberation War has a special
place in the hearts of every
Indian.

Modi led the nation on
Thursday in paying tributes to
the Armed forces by laying a
wreath at the National War
Memorial.

“On the 50th Vijay Diwas,
I recall the great valour and sac-
rifice by the Muktijoddhas,
Biranganas and bravehearts of
the Indian Armed forces.
Together, we fought and defeat-
ed oppressive forces.
Rashtrapati’s presence in Dhaka
is of special significance to
every Indian,” PM Modi wrote
on Twitter.

However the occasion was
marred by a controversy with
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
and Priyanka Gandhi criticis-
ing the Government for ignor-

ing former PM Indira Gandhi,
who played a pivotal role in the
1971 war.

Four victory torches (Vijay
Mashaals), which were taken
across the country during the
last one year, were merged
into the memorial’s eternal
flame by the PM.

These victory torches,
which were lighted by the PM
exactly a year ago, were carried
to various parts of India,
including to villages of the
awardees of Param Vir Chakra
and Maha Vir Chakra of the
1971 war, as a part of Golden
Jubilee year celebrations

(Swarnim Vijay Varsh). 
Defence Minister Rajnath

Singh and chiefs of the three
Armed forces were present at
the National War Memorial
during the event.  Modi said on
Twitter, “On this special day of
Vijay Diwas, I had the honour
of paying my respects at the
National War Memorial and
merging into the Eternal Flame,
the four Vijay Mashaals which
traversed across the length and
breadth on Dhaka.”  

President Kovind on
Thursday said India has always
attached the highest priority to
its friendship with Bangladesh

and that New Delhi remains
committed to doing all it can to
help realise the full potential of
its friendship with Dhaka.

Addressing the Victory
Day celebrations here,
President Kovind said the 1971
Liberation War, struggle for
freedom has a special place in
the hearts of every Indian.

“India has always attached
highest priority to its friendship
with Bangladesh. We remain
committed to doing all we can
to help realise the full potential
of our friendship with
Bangladesh,” he said.

Continued on Page 11
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Army chief General MM
Naravane has been

appointed Chairman, Chiefs of
Staff Committee. He is the
senior-most among the three
Services Chiefs and will serve
as the Chairman till a new
Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) is
announced. 

The institution of
Chairman, Chiefs of Staff
Committee, was functional till
two years ago to ensure cohe-
sion and synergy between the
three Services.  However, the
role was taken over by General
Rawat when he was made the
first CDS of the country in
January last year and the
Committee was made redun-
dant.

Naravane’s appointment as
the head of the Committee is a

stop-gap arrangement till the
political leadership appoints
the new CDS, sources said
here on Thursday.  General
Rawat, his wife, and 12 others
were killed in a helicopter
crash on December 8.

The Government went by
the principle of selecting the
senior most amongst the three
Chiefs for the newly created
CDS post and appointed
General Rawat as he was the
senior-most then.  

Continued on Page 11

New Delhi: Former Punjab
Chief Minister Captain
Amarinder Singh has reached
Delhi to finalise the alliance
between the BJP and his newly
formed Punjab Lok Congress
Party. 

He will remain in Delhi for
the next three days and will
meet senior BJP leaders.  

On Friday evening,
Amarinder will meet BJP
national president JP Nadda
and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah. 

However, it is not yet clear
whether the picture will be
clear about the seats during this
visit of the Captain to Delhi. 

With the formation of the
Punjab Lok Congress Party, he
has announced to enter the
election fray along with BJP
and other Taksali parties.
Recently, he met BJP’s Punjab
election in-charge Union
Minister Gajendra Shekhawat
at his Siswan farm house.

The Captain had apprised
the BJP of his seat-sharing for-
mula in this important meeting
and the same was liked by the
BJP’s central leadership,
according to sources. 
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Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav and his

estranged uncle and
Pragatisheel Samajwadi Party
Lohia (PSPL) chief Shivpal
Yadav buried their five-year
long family feud on Thursday
and forged an alliance for the
forthcoming Assembly polls. 

The SP chief reached
Shivpal’s residence in the
evening and held a closed-
door meeting, which lasted
for about 40 minutes. Sources
said apart from Shivpal and
Akhilesh, the former’s son,
Aditya Yadav, was also present
at the crucial meeting.

Following the meeting,
Akhilesh tweeted and con-
firmed the alliance between the
SP and the PSPL. “Met the
PSPL chief and confirmed our
alliance. The strategy of alliance
with smaller parties is strength-
ening the SP and is taking the
SP along with alliance parties
towards a historic win,” said
Akhilesh. 

The decision of seat-shar-
ing, however, has not yet been
announced by either of the
leaders. During the meeting,
hundreds of supporters of both
parties gathered outside
Shivpal’s residence and raised
the slogan “Chacha -Bhatija
zindabad’’.

Continued on Page 11
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The Government has decid-
ed to raise the legal age of

marriage for women from 18 to
21 years, bringing it at par with
that of men. Experts, however,
have raised concern over the
decision, saying the 
move is akin to treating symp-
toms instead of the underlying
causes.

The Union Cabinet had on
Wednesday cleared a proposal
to bring in uniformity in the
marriageable age of men and
women, sources said on
Thursday.

The Government is likely
to bring a bill in the ongoing
Winter Session of Parliament to
amend the Prohibition of Child
Marriage Act, 2006, they said.

The proposed Bill may also
seek to make consequential

changes to various personal
laws relating to marriage of dif-
ferent communities to ensure a
uniform marriage age, the
sources said.

As of now, the legal age of
women to get married is 18
while that for men is 21 years.

The decision came a year
after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said the Government
was deliberating on what
should be the minimum age for
marriage of women.

Continued on Page 11
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The BJP in Kerala suffered a
major setback on Thursday

after E Sreedharan, former
chairman of Delhi Metro Rail,
announced he would stay away
from active politics in future.

“I joined the BJP and con-
tested the Assembly election
with the sole aim of serving the
people as their servant. But the
BJP failed to win even a single
seat. Moreover, at my age I am
not able to go out and work to
strengthen the party. I am stay-
ing away from active role, I’ll be
always available to the general
public for any help and guid-
ance,” he told reporters.

But sources close to him
said it was the indifferent atti-
tude of the BJP State leadership
that led to his decision.

Continued on Page 11

New Delhi: Delhi on Thursday
recorded 85 fresh Covid-19
cases with a positivity rate of
0.15 per cent, according to
data shared by the health
department here.

With this, the city’s Covid-
19 caseload climbed to
14,41,935. Of this, over 14.16
lakh patients have recovered
from the disease, the health
department bulletin stated.

The death toll remained
unchanged at 25,100, it said.
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Young national-level shoot-
er Konica Layak was found

hanging at her hostel in Bally
in Howrah district, police said.

According to Howrah
Police sources, a suicide note
was found with her where she
blamed “depression” as the
reason for taking the extreme
step. The incident happened on
Wednesday. 

“She was depressed for not
getting chances, she wrote in
the note,” said a police official,
adding that the 26-year-old
girl was due to get married in
February. This is the fourth
such case in recent times in the
shooting fraternity.

The shooter, who had won
a few medals at the state level,
was training along with
Olympian and Arjuna Awardee
Joydeep Karmakar in Kolkata.

Police have started investi-
gations into the death of the
shooter who was from
Dhanbad in Jharkhand.

The National Rif le
Association of India (NRAI) is
aware of the shocking incident.

Continued on Page 11
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath tore into the

Samajwadi Party, accusing it of
compromising with all stan-
dards and ethics of governance
and promoting organised
crime for the benefit of one
particular family.

On the penultimate day of
the last session of the 17th UP
Assembly, Yogi also presented
the report card of his govern-
ment and said that he got only
three and a half years to per-
form as 20 months were lost
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

The state government
tabled the supplementary bud-
get for the 2021-22 fiscal and
the vote on account for the first
four months of 2022-23 fiscal
in the assembly on Thursday.

“The Bharatiya Janata
Party government has delivered
to the people as per the promis-
es it had made. Whether our
government worked for the
poor or not is the manifested
by our performance during
the last five years. We want to

know as to why during the pre-
vious Samajwadi Party regimes
the poor were deprived of the
benefits of welfare schemes
like houses to 45 lakh poor
families, toilets to 2.61 crore
families, free power connection
to 2.94 crore families, health
insurance cover of Rs 5 Lakh to
10 crore people and benefit of
Kisan Samman Nidhi to 2.54
crore farmer,” the chief minis-
ter said in the assembly on
Thursday.

“The reason is simple. The
BJP government sincerely pur-
sued the policy of ‘Sabka Saath
Sabka Vikas’. During the
Samajwadi Party rule, a ‘buggie’
was imported from England for
celebrating the birthday of SP
patron and taxpayers' money
was spent on Saifai festival. On
the contrary, in the present
regime, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi could be seen
inspecting the development
works for the welfare of com-
mon people in Varanasi well
past midnight,” Yogi said.

Launching a stinging attack
on the Samajwadi Party, the 

Continued on Page 11
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NOTICE

I, Virendra Sharma have
changed my name as Virendra
Kumar Sharma for all future
purposes Virendra Kumar
Sharma s/o Late J P Sharma
Harbans Mohal kanpur

NOTICE

I have changed my Son's
name from Aryan Tiwari is
Aishwary Tiwari. Aishwary
Tiwari and Aryan Tiwari is
same person. Prashant Kumar
Tiwari R/o SS-725 Sector-G
LDA Colony, Kanpur Road,
Lucknow.
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Lucknow (PNS): With the Uttar Pradesh
assembly elections inching closer, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will further intensify his forays into
the state and in the next 10 days he is scheduled to
visit four districts to lay the foundation stones of
developmental projects and address public meet-
ings. 

Bharatiya Janata Party spokesman Manish
Dixit said in Lucknow on Thursday that Modi would
visit the state four times between December 18 and
28. Besides, Modi is expected to visit UP on January
4 when he will inaugurate the Bundelkhand
Expressway. However, the date and place is not yet
finalised.

On December 18, the prime minister will lay
the foundation stone of the Ganga Expressway in
Shahjahanpur. This highly ambitious project of
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath is a 594 km-long
expressway starting from Bijauli in Meerut and ter-
minating at Judapur in Prayagraj before meander-
ing through Hapur, Bulandshahr, Amroha, Sambhal,
Budaun, Shahjahanpur, Hardoi, Unnao, Rae Bareli
and Pratapgarh.

Three days later, on December 21, the prime
minister will visit Prayagraj to felicitate the bene-
ficiaries of Mahila Samagra Vikas scheme. Over 2.5
lakh women have been invited to attend the pro-
gramme and at the function, Modi will also lay the
foundation of a four-lane road.

Later on December 23, the prime minister will
visit his parliamentary constituency of Varanasi and
address a public meeting, inaugurate projects
worth Rs 1,500 crore and also lay the foundation
stone of a road from Lahartara to Mohansarai. On
December 28, Modi will visit Kanpur to inaugurate
the Kanpur Metro rail.
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Unleashing a sharp attack on
the previous government

for making the recruitment
process corrupt through
bribery, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said that during
2015-2016, jobs were given
only after giving bribe.

Now, Uttar Pradesh has
undergone a complete transfor-
mation and its perception
before the country and across
the globe has changed, he
added. The chief minister made
the statement while handing
over appointment letters to 58
sub-district magistrates, 34 dis-
trict basic education officers ,
43 senior lecturers of District
Education and Training
Institute , 173 review officer,
398 sugarcane supervisor, 10
senior cane development
inspectors, 208 assistant engi-
neers, 236 stenos selected
through Uttar Pradesh Public
Service Commission and
Subordinate Services Selection
Commission (UPSSSC).

Congratulating the newly-

appointed officers, the chief
minister said: “You are the
backbone of making the state
number one economy in the
country. If the backbone
breaks, the entire system falls.
The previous governments had
made this state without a back-
bone. We intend to bring the
state to number one in the
country with efficient people
like you.” “Good governance is
not possible merely by chang-
ing a government; rather the
entire system needs to be
reformed. Officers should also
get a chance to work in a pos-

itive and good environment,”
he added. The chief minister
highlighted employment gen-
eration under his government,
saying that his government
established an honest, fair and
transparent work culture
because of which the state was
progressing fast.

Comparing the Samajwadi
Party with the characters of
Mahabharata, the chief minis-
ter pointed out that earlier the
recruitment process was com-
promised on the lines of caste
and money, and as soon as any
recruitment process used to

start in the state the characters
of Mahabharat used to become
active for ‘vasooli’.

Taking a jibe at the previ-
ous governments, the chief
minister said, “Earlier, the work
of appointment of SDM was
being done by taking Rs 42 to
Rs 65 lakh. The CBI investiga-
tion is still on in some cases.”

“UP’s economy, which was
on the 6th position in the
country four and a half years
ago, is India’s second biggest
economy today.” Yogi
Adityanath pointed out.

“Similarly, UP also
improved its ease of doing
business rank from 14th four
years ago to 2nd in 2021, Stable
law and order in the state now
has helped us gain the confi-
dence of industrialists and
investors.” he added.

He said that his govern-
ment had done the work of
transforming 1.30 lakh schools
under Operation Kayakalp.
“Today, there are schools with
smart classes, toilets, libraries,
cleanliness. Uniforms, school
bags, sweaters, books were

#��&�������&���� '�����������������������������6��.�4���
given to the children. We pro-
vided all facilities including
shoes and socks to all the
girls,” he said.

He further said that during
the pandemic period, half of
the sugar mills in Maharashtra
were closed, all the sugar mills
in Brazil were closed but the
UP government operated all
121 sugar mills during the
COVID-19 period in the state.

Help desks were set up for
security and all precautions
were taken for Covid testing.

Jal Shakti and Flood
Control Minister Dr Mahendra
Singh, Sugarcane Development
and Sugar Mills Minister
Suresh Rana, Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for Basic
Education Dr Satish Dwivedi,
Minister of State for Jal Shakti,
Baldev Singh Aulakh, Minister

of State for Sugarcane
Development and Sugar Mills
Suresh Pasi, Minister of State

for Jal Shakti and Flood
Control Dinesh Khatik were
also present at the event.
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With the arrest of two
robbers following a

week-long hunt, a joint team
of crime wing and Aliganj
police on Thursday claimed to
have worked out the robbery
and murderous assault on an
employee of Sri Tirupati Gems
and Jewels. However, the mas-
terminds and prime accused,
Rahul Singh and Saurabh, are
still absconding and police
teams were camping in Bihar
to nab them.

Those arrested were iden-
tified as Harsh Singh aka
Hani Singh of Kanpur City
and Ravi Rudra Sharma of
Bihar. Harsh was staying in
Ghazipur police station area
while Ravi Rudra Sharma in
Gudamba. 

The incident had taken
place on December 8 after-
noon and the robbers had shot
at the showroom employee,
Shrawan Kumar, who is still
battling for his life at KGMU
Trauma Centre. Owner Nikhil
Agarwal had lodged a case on
the day of the incident. The
robbers had looted gold orna-
ments worth over Rs 40 lakh.
The police recovered five gold
chains, two gold rings, two
pairs of earrings, two country-
made pistols and live car-
tridges from the possession of
the accused.

The police had got the
registration number of the
motorcycle which the rob-
bers used to speed off the
scene on the fateful day. The
police had also got their face
identities with the help of
CCTV footage. The police
nabbed the accused from the
embankment road near
Harsha Hospital following a
tip-off.

As per reports, Harsh had
conducted a recce of the
showroom a day before exe-
cuting the incident. He and
other co-accused Ravi Rudra
Sharma are part-timers into
property dealing and came in
contact with Rahul and
Saurabh two years back. Rahul
and Saurabh are hardened
criminals and they used Harsh
and Ravi Rudra as their pawns
to provide them logistic sup-
port and conduct recce for
them as they feared to be
identified in view of their
criminal past.

Both Harsh and Ravi
Rudra confessed to their
crime and disclosed that they
agreed to the plan of the loot
as they had no money to pay
school fees and meet any
medical emergency. They said
both Rahul and Saurabh took
a lion’s share in the booty.

The miscreants parked
the bikes at a safer distance
and fled on foot after commit-
ting robbery and shooting at
the employee. They said they
shot at the employee when he
caught hold of one of them.

Sources said the miscre-
ants dropped themselves
before the police fearing an
encounter. The sources fur-
ther said that the STF sleuths
helped the police in working
out the case.                    

Meanwhile, the police
were yet to get a clue about the
assailants who peppered a
contactor, Mahendra Pratap,
with bullets in Krishna Nagar
and those who attacked care-

taker of Karbala Talkatora
Syed Faizi a few days back.

Sources said the teams
were probing into personal
enmity, women angle and
property dispute to find out
the motive for the murder of
Mahendra, who was said to be
a lackey of mafia-turned-
politician Mukhtar Ansari.

In the Talkatora incident,

the police suspected that the
attack on Faizi was a fallout of
political rivalry. However, the
rivals were yet to be identified.

Faizi, who had escaped a
similar attack in the past,
claimed he had no enmity
with anyone. In the attack, his
private gunner and aide, Sonu
Bharti, had suffered injuries in
his hand. 

���� �;���00��(�3��)�'����*��3��!��'

Lucknow (PNS): Police were clueless in connection
with the loot of Rs 70,000 at SBI’s Grahak Sewa
Kendra (customer service centre) which was com-
mitted on Wednesday. Locals expressed disap-
pointment with the police’s style of working and said
they fear for their safety due to delay in the arrest
of the miscreants. 

Sources privy to the investigation said the police
teams were scanning CCTV footage to get a clue
about the miscreants. “Once the faces of the crim-
inals are identified, we will share details with the
neighboring police stations in Lucknow and other
districts. The identification of the faces will make
our job easier,” they said. The sources said the police
were also investigating if the convenor of the
Grahak Sewa Kendra had any enmity with anyone.

On Wednesday, two masked miscreants execut-
ed the crime while another stayed outside the cen-
tre. They looted the money from convenor Paras
Yadav and his employees.

Meanwhile, a junior engineer of Nagar Nigam
lodged a case of illegal land excavation and construc-
tion inside the Lord Hanuman temple at Ghantaghar
Park in Aminabad. In his complaint, Kishori Lal said
he reached the temple premises on the instruction
of his senior officials who were tipped off about the
illegal work. “I came to know that some people were
digging the land. They had piled soil and maurang
at the site and they probably wanted to make a base-
ment. I tried to get the work stopped, but in vain,”
he said. The JE further said two persons, Ashok
Pathak and Vinod Krishna Singhal, were locked in
a legal battle over the temple premises. The police
registered a case in this connection.

����
�
A 25-year-old employee of a warehouse was

killed in a road mishap in Banthra on Wednesday
night. The victim was identified as Arjun of Mulahi
Kheda in the newly created Bijnor police station of
Lucknow. He was returning home when he met the
mishap. He worked at a warehouse in Khatola local-
ity in Banthra. He was rushed to Sarojininagar CHC
after he suffered injuries in the mishap and was
declared dead by doctors there. The police said the
victim was hit on Mohanlalganj-Junabganj road by
a four-wheeler.

In another case, a 45-year-old man was found
hanging from a tree in Mohanlalganj on Thursday.
The deceased was identified as Shatrohan of
Manoharpur in the area. He was found hanging from
a tree with a rope tied around his neck. Police said
Shatrohan was a liquor addict. 
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Lucknow (PNS): Surya Command celebrated Vijay
Diwas at the Command War Memorial ‘Smritika’  on
Thursday. GOC-in-C, Surya Command, Lt Gen
Yogendra Dimri paid homage to the gallant brave-
hearts of the 1971 War by laying a wreath at the memo-
rial. Veterans, veer naris and all ranks of Surya
Command also attended the ceremony and paid their
respects to the bravehearts. After the ceremony, the
Army Commander interacted with the veterans and
the soldiers and conveyed his gratitude to the veter-
ans and veer naris for their invaluable contribution
and exhorted all present serving soldiers to contin-
ue to uphold the glorious virtues and traditions of the
Indian Armed Forces. In December 1971, in a short
and swift military offensive, the Indian Armed
Forces achieved a decisive and resounding victory over
Pakistan. The war which commenced on December
3, 1971 saw valiant actions by the Indian soldiers and
resulted in the formation of a new nation, Bangladesh.
The instrument of surrender was signed between Lt
Gen AAK Niazi and Lt Gen Jagjit Singh Aurora in
Dhaka on December 16, 1971. The day is celebrated
by the nation as Vijay Diwas. The event marked the
culmination of the year long Swarnim Vijay Varsh cel-
ebrations by the Indian Armed Forces.
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Office of Principal
Government Industrial Training Institute, 

Civil Line, Fatehpur. Uttar Pradesh
Letter No. Local/Tree Auction/2021 Date: December, 2021

Notice for Tree Auction
It is informed to the citizens that 96 Eucalyptus trees stand-

ing in the premise of Government Industrial Training Institute,
Civil Line Fatehpur is going to be auctioned publicly on 23th
December 2021 at 11:00 AM. The Auction will be conducted
by the committee formed in the Institute’s campus. Interested
individuals must pay 20000 (Rs. twenty Thousand) as the
deposit amount on 23th December 2021 at 10:30 AM and sub-
mit photocopies of Commercial Tax registration details, PAN
Card, any Government Issued photo identity proof and an appli-
cation letter on the letter pad of the firm at the Institute’s Office
and receive a token for participating at the auction under the
given terms and conditions. Information related to terms and
conditions of the auction like the cercumference of the tree
can be obtained from the notice board of the institute. For any
clasification, the security in charge can be contacted till 10:30
AM of 23th December 2021. The auction could  be cancelled
or extended due to any inevitable circumstances. Any dispute
related to this will be re solved at the district court Fatehpur.

(Dr. Naresh Kumar)
Principal,

GITI, Civil Line Fatehpur
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is given about loss of

Original Sale deed dtd. 05.11.1982 in
respect of Plot aarajee 485 Rawatpur,
Kanpur 100 sq yrds. registered in the name
of Smt. Vimla Devi at Book No. 1 zild 3833
pages 184/188 at No. 1918/1919 in the
office of Sub Registrar, Kanpur is lost. For
which Police report has been lodged.

Housing Loan over said property is
under consideration by the LIC HFL. if any
one has any objection/claim over said
property, same can represented before
B.N. Bajpai Advocate (Mob. No.
09450514381) within 15 days of publica-
tion of this Notice.

(B.N. Bajpai) Advocate
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Dispute over a chak road led to a day-
light shootout in which two cousins

were killed in Agra on Thursday.
The violence led to tension in the area

and the local police rushed along with
senior officers to investigate the matter.
Additional force was summoned from
neighbouring police stations to avert any
untoward incident.

As per reports, Atar Singh and Ganga
Singh of Kheda Rathore locality in Bah
police station area had been nursing an
enmity for some years over the laying of
a kutcha road in the village. On Thursday,
some aides of Ganga Singh placed pipes
near an embankment to irrigate their fields
which was immediately opposed by Atar
Singh’s kin Mahesh Kumar Singh (45) and

his cousin Dinesh Singh (38).
In the meantime, some more accom-

plices of Ganga Singh converged on the
spot with firearms and opened fire, hit-
ting the cousins. The victims suffered fatal
gunshot wounds and died on the spot.

Later, the police rushed to the crime
scene and sent the bodies for autopsy.

A case was registered but police raids
to nab the assailants failed to yield results
as they fled their homes.   

Meanwhile in Meerut, a 27-year-old
photographer was hit during a celebrato-
ry firing at a wedding and suffered criti-
cal injuries late on Tuesday night.

The victim, identified as Vijay Kumar,
suffered gunshot wounds at a wedding
function at Anika Banquet Hall in
Gangasagar Colony.

The police later booked two uniden-

tified persons and were scanning CCTV
footage to identify the accused.

Doctors attending on Vijay Kumar
said that he was admitted to the ICU and
the bullet had hit his stomach. He was
operated upon and the next few days were
critical for him, he added.

Vijay’s colleague Abhishek Kumar
said that some unidentified baraatis were
dancing at the ceremony and a few of
them took out a revolver and started fir-
ing indiscriminately. The inebriated men
started firing while other guests ran for
cover. In the meantime, a stray bullet hit
Vijay on the stomach after which he
passed out.

A case was registered at Bhawanpur
police station and efforts were underway
to ascertain the identity of the accused and
them.
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Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra

made a targeted attack on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for not sacking Minister
of State for Home Ajay Mishra
Teni, whose son, Ashish, is
among those accused of mow-
ing down four farmers and a
journalist in Tikunia area of
Lakhimpur Kheri, and said

that carefully curated specta-
cles of piety and wearing reli-
gious attire would not change
the fact that he was protecting
a criminal.

In a series of tweets on
Thursday, Priyanka posted,
"The government's refusal to
sack Ajay Mishra Teni is the
starkest indication of its moral
bankruptcy. @narendramodi ji,
carefully curated spectacles of
piety and wearing religious
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The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment on Thursday told

the Legislative Council that no
death due to lack of oxygen was
reported in the state during the
second wave of COVID-19, a
claim rejected by the opposi-
tion. The government said the
death certificates made no
mention of 'death due to lack
of oxygen' in any of the 22,915
patients that died due to the
pandemic.

Replying to a question
raised by Congress MLC
Deepak Singh during the
Question Hour, Health
Minister Jai Pratap Singh said,
"No death has been reported in
the state due to lack of oxygen
during the second wave."

Raising a supplementary
question, Deepak asked
whether the government had
details on similar cases that
were flagged by its own min-
isters. 

"Many ministers wrote let-
ters saying deaths are taking
place due to lack of oxygen in
the state. Apart from this,
many MPs had also made such
complaints. Many incidents of
deaths due to lack of oxygen
had come to light. Is there any
information with the govern-
ment about these deaths in the
entire state? Has the govern-
ment not seen the dead bod-
ies flowing in the river Ganga
and people suffering due to
lack of oxygen?” he asked.

Giving clarification, Pratap
said a doctor issues a death cer-
tificate in case a hospitalised
patient dies. He said there was
no mention of 'death due to
lack of oxygen' anywhere in the
22,915 death certificates that
were issued by the doctors for
COVID-19 victims in the state.
The minister said several
deaths during the pandemic
were due to various other dis-
eases, including terminal ones,
and that the government had
arranged oxygen from other
states when there was a short-
age.

Samajwadi Party's
Udayveer Singh had earlier
said, "The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment took action against
Paras Hospital in Agra because
the video of a doctor there had
gone viral... half of the patients
there were given oxygen and
the other half died. Oxygen
supply was stopped on the
instructions of the district
magistrate." He sought to know
when the government itself
had taken action in the case,
how it could make a "false
statement" in the House.

In response, the minister
said the district magistrate
and police commissioner's
investigation report mentioned
about a 'mock drill' in the hos-
pital and it was during this
time that the oxygen supply
had allegedly been stopped.

Udayveer objected to the
minister's reply saying the
"truth will not change" if the

government writes "extinct"
instead of "death" in the cer-
tificate. He also argued
whether the letters written by
the ministers on lack of oxy-
gen, too, were false.

Leader of the House Dr
Dinesh Sharma said the health
minister had answered the
questions that were asked. He
said the members of the oppo-
sition should acknowledge that
major casualties were avoided
due to the "promptness" of the
Uttar Pradesh government in
ensuring medicines and treat-
ment.

It may be mentioned that
the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment's claim of nobody dying
due to lack of oxygen is on the
lines of the Central govern-
ment which has also repeatedly
refuted that shortage of the gas
had caused deaths in the coun-
try. 

Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya told
Parliament on December 3
that only Punjab had flagged
deaths due to the shortage of
oxygen. The Centre has also
sought to downplay the oxygen
crisis on previous occasions
that hit India during the dev-
astating second wave of
COVID-19. India's COVID-19
crisis had reached horrific pro-
portions during the second
wave, with hospitals being
forced to turn away patients
after running out of medical
oxygen and beds.

The situation was so grave

that hospitals sent out SOS
messages about their dimin-
ishing oxygen stocks and the
attendants of patients waited in
long queues in the heat to get
oxygen cylinders filled. The
Allahabad High Court had on
May 4 said that the death of
coronavirus patients due to
shortages of oxygen at hospi-
tals was a "criminal act" and
"not less than a genocide".
The court had taken up a suo
motu case on Uttar Pradesh's
handling of the pandemic and
made the observations based
on news reports and social
media posts about death of
COVID-19 patients in
Lucknow and Meerut. In April,
the Supreme Court had issued
a notice to the Centre and
sought a "national plan" on
oxygen and drug supply to
coronavirus patients.

Meanwhile, the House
proceedings were adjourned
for 15 minutes with the SP
members raising the demand
for dismissal of Union Minister
of State for Home Ajay Mishra
Teni over the Lakhimpur Kheri
violence which left eight peo-
ple, including four farmers,
dead in October. SP's Naresh
Uttam asked why Mishra had
not been dismissed.

This was, however, disal-
lowed by Chairman
Manvendra Singh. The SP
members barged into the well
of the House carrying placards
leading to a brief adjourn-
ment.
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Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) will be
kick-starting its election cam-

paign by holding a rally to be
addressed by Delhi Chief Minister
and party chief Arvind Kejriwal in
Lucknow on January 2.

Speaking to media persons on
Thursday, Rajya Sabha member and
AAP’s UP in-charge Sanjay Singh said
that Kejriwal would make a big
announcement for 34 lakh regis-
tered unemployed during the mega.
“Kejriwal has given guarantee of 300
units of free electricity, waiver of old
power bills and round the clock free
supply of electricity to farmers in
Delhi. He will now guarantee Rs 5,000
as unemployment allowance and give
10 lakh job to youths every year if
AAP forms the next government in
Uttar Pradesh,” the AAP leader said.

Singh further said that Kejriwal
would give a strong message to the
youths in Uttar Pradesh, who consti-
tute a large chunk of voters.

“The Maha Rally will be historic
and we expect a huge gathering of
youths on January 2 in Lucknow to
listen to Kejriwal. Prior to the entry
of Aam Aadmi Party in Uttar Pradesh,
the political parties did not discuss
issue-based politics. Since the AAP
forayed into the state, the political
spectrum, political parties and voters
have started talking on issue-based
politics. The January 2 rally will start
a debate on the employment issue,”
Singh said.

“AAP’s guarantee of allowance till
the beneficiary is unemployed will
entail an expense of Rs 1,700 crore per
month and Rs 20,400 crore annual-
ly. To spend Rs 20,400 crore out of the
Rs 550 lakh crore budget of UP is not
an impossible task but there has to be
a political will. The AAP will make
this dream come true. We have spo-
ken on unemployment allowance for
the first time in UP’s political histo-
ry. We believe in completing promis-
es that we make. We will also ensure
10 lakh jobs each year if AAP is voted
to power,” he said.

The AAP leader further said,

“The AAP government will be a gov-
ernment of the people of Uttar
pradesh. There will be no need of
being cane-charged on demanding
jobs from the ruling party. Take a job
and take the allowance until you get
the job. AAP will be launching ‘Rojgar
Guarantee Sabha’ (employment guar-
antee meeting) across the state and in
all 403 Assembly constituencies after
Kejriwal formally makes an
announcement in the Maha Rally on
January 2.”

Singh charged that the Bharatiya
Janata Party government was getting
cases registered against him in a
whimsical way. “They had no facts or
proof yet the government is getting
cases registered against me. I want to
say to the chief minister that if he
wants to register cases against me then
I have no objection but there should
be some iota of truth in the charges
levelled. I want to ask how many cases
will the chief minister get registered
against me. I never insulted the
national flag but a case was registered
against me in Loni (Ghaziabad). The
government has got 18 cases regis-
tered against me till date. They intim-
idated my wife by sending police to
my home and slapped treason charges
on me,” the Rajya Sabha member
alleged.

On the pathetic state of school
going children in the winter in the
state, Singh said that the children were
yet to get school dresses, sweaters,
shoes and school bags as yet.

“The BJP government announced
to pay Rs 1,100 to the parents but that
amount is yet to reach them. If you
do not provide school dresses,
sweaters, shoes and school bags soon,
the AAP will stage dharnas across the
state,” he said.

The AAP leader also criticised
Union Minister for State for Home
Ajay Mishra Teni’s misbehaviour
with journalists and manhandling of
one of them when quizzed about the
role of his son in mowing down four
farmers and a journalist in Tikunia
area of Lakhimpur Kheri on October
3, and demanded his removal from
the Union ministry.
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Amidst the ruckus of the opposition members
in the assembly, Finance Minister Suresh

Khanna  tabled the second supplementary grants
for the current financial year 2021-22 and the vote
on account for the first four months of next fiscal
2022-23 in the state assembly on Thursday.

The size of the second supplementary budget
is Rs.8479.53 crore and the vote on account is of
Rs 1, 68,903.23 crore. The opposition members dis-
rupted the proceedings of the House and raised
slogans. The Samajwadi Party and the Congress
members came into the well of the House,
demanding the dismissal of Union Minister of State
for Home Ajay Mishra Teni in the Lakhimpur
Kheri case. Due to the uproar by the opposition
members, the proceedings of the House were
adjourned first for half an hour and later for half
an hour and then for 15 minutes.

With Rs 4,000 crore, the major share in the
supplementary grants has been allocated for the
workers of the unorganised sector. Pension for the
physically challenged persons, old age pension has
also been increased while a provision of Rs 10 crore
has been made for the Sports department.

Ahead of the upcoming state assembly polls,
the UP government has announced some major
measures in the supplementary budget. As per the
budget, Rs 100 crore has been allocated to fulfill
the state's power supply. For 'Har Ghar Bijli'
scheme, Rs 185 crore has been earmarked and
another Rs 670 crore has been allotted for farm-
ers and senior citizens’ pension fund.

Days after Prime Minister Narendra Modi
inaugurated the first phase of the Kashi Vishwanath
Dham in Varanasi; the state government allocat-
ed Rs 10 crore for Kashi Vishwanath Jyotirlinga.
In the budget, Rs 150 crore has been earmarked
for the Information department and Rs 10 crore
for UP Gaurav Samman.

Both the finance bills are likely to be passed
on Friday, the last day of the winter session and
also the last sitting of the 17th UP Assembly. The
state goes to polls early 2022.

attire will not change the fact that
you are protecting a criminal.
Ajay Mishra Teni should be
sacked and charged in accor-
dance with the law."

Opposition parties have
renewed the demand for dis-
missal of the Union minister of
state for home after a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) told the
chief judicial magistrate’s court
in Lakhimpur Kheri that the
killing of four farmers and a
journalist was a “pre-planned
conspiracy”.

On Wednesday, top
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
also demanded removal of
Ashish Mishra Teni from the
Union cabinet. 
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Stressing on the fact that so
much money gets wasted on

projects which are not complet-
ed in time in the government
sector, Governor Anandiben
Patel exhorted the students of
AKTU  to visit and study  pro-
jects such as ‘Kashi Vishwanath
Dham Corridor’ constructed
with superior technology in a
fixed period of time. She said
it would help them finish pro-
jects in time in future when the
reins of government and the
administration were in their
hands.

The governor was speaking
at the 19th convocation of
AKTU held on Thursday.
“Sometimes it happens that a
building has to be constructed
for Rs 50 crore and nearly 5
years pass by but no one is
bothered. However, when five
years are completed, the gov-
ernment has to give Rs 10 crore
in addition for completion of
the building. Recently, the
‘Kashi Vishwanath Corridor’
was constructed and dedicated
to the nation and the cost of the
project was several crore. This
work was completed in two
parts using all kinds of technol-
ogy,” she said.

She directed the teachers of
AKTU to take their students to
the ‘Kashi Vishwanath
Corridor’  to understand how
the work was carried out, what
were the challenges faced and
how solutions to the problems

were found. “It is also impor-
tant to learn how such a big
building was raised and the
work completed in such a short
period despite the Covid-19
pandemic,” she said.

“Make a project on this and
take a pledge to work in the
same way in future because the
reins of the government and
administration are going to be
in your hands in future. It is
important to learn how to
complete the work in time
and I believe what you learn
today will help tremendously in
future, and the governments
will not have to bear extra
costs,” she added.

The governor said there
was another project, Saryu
Nahar Kashi Pariyojana, inau-
gurated recently. “The project
had been pending for the past
40 years and was supposed to

be built at the cost of Rs 100
crore. The project was complet-
ed in four years at the cost of
Rs 10,000 crore. Whose respon-
sibility is this because the
money which was wasted was
that of the public,” she added.

The governor said the Ram
temple was being constructed
at Ayodhya and there were sev-
eral challenges. “Mud was
taken out from a depth of 50
feet and the best of technolo-
gies was used. Experts from all
IITs got together and after
three months, they gave their
suggestions on what needed to
be done. The state govern-
ment started with the idea that
nothing should impact the
temple for the next 1,000 years
and then the work was started,”
she said.

The governor said asked
the students to visit such pro-

jects, study them and try to
understand the problems of the
workers, their families.

Former director of IIT-
Kanpur Prof SG Dhande, who
was the chief guest, was con-
ferred an honorary degree of
DSc at the convocation.
Delivering the convocation
address, he said that Governor
Anandiben Patel has set the
tone by saying that there should
be a coordination between pri-
mary education and higher
education.

He said teachers of all uni-
versities should spare some
time for teaching in schools in
their vicinity. He recalled that
he would teach in the Central
School at IIT-Kanpur for two
years. “There have been Nobel
Prize winners who would go to
schools and enjoyed the expe-
rience,” he said.
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Five per cent of the people
who have had Covid infec-

tions have long-term gastroin-
testinal disorders. It was the
finding of the research carried
out by head of SGPGI’s
Microbiology department Dr
Ujjala Ghoshal for which she
received the ‘Best Research
Paper Award’.

Dr Ghoshal said this is the
first-of-its-kind research across
the globe after a sic-month fol-
low-up of Covid patients and
was titled ‘Post-Infection
Functional Gastrointestinal
Disease following Coronavirus
Disease – A Case Control
Study’. A total of 280 Covid
patients, including 107 from
India and the rest from
Bangladesh, were studied along
with 260 healthy control
patients. She said the finding
revealed that functional gas-

trointestinal disorders, which
included irritable bowel syn-
drome and functional dyspep-
sia, were found in the patients
even six months after Covid.

“Functional gastrointesti-
nal disorders indicate that there
are no structural problems but
the patient is still suffering. It
is well known that when you
test the faecal matter of people
having gastrointestinal disor-
ders, 50 per cent of them will
have the RNA of coronavirus.
It is also well known that coro-
navirus alters the gut flora and
increases intestinal permeabil-
ity & inflammation,” she
explained.

Dr Ghoshal pointed out
that since the patients were
having gastrointestinal prob-
lems long after they recovered,
it was suggested that post-
Covid complications as far as
gastrointestinal disorders were
concerned might exist on a
long-term basis.

“However,  there was no
long-term study on this.
Therefore, we conducted the
study in collaboration with
Bangladesh. Around 280
patients were taken, including
from three centres in Dhaka
(Bangladesh), and we followed
the international guidelines for
the same. The  follow-up was
carried out for one month,
three months and six months.
Detailed history was collected
during the follow-up,” she said.

IBS or irritable bowel syn-
drome also occurs when there
is anxiety and tension and
there are psychological distur-
bances. “Also, Covid itself caus-
es anxiety and tension and
hence psychological assess-
ment was also carried out as
per a proforma designed by a
committee. The study proved
the hypothesis that Covid
patients have long-term gas-
trointestinal disorders and it
was found that five per cent of

the patients had functional
gastrointestinal disorders while
in the healthy control catego-
ry, only one per cent developed
such disorders at the end of six
months,” she elaborated.

She further said that the
other studies which have been
carried out across the globe
have gone maximum up to one
month as a follow-up.

“The study has a lot of rel-
evance. There have been a
large number of Covid cases
and five percent of these
patients is a large number,
which means a large number of
people are getting infected
which would lead to health
burden and bring in a large
number of cases to the hospi-
tal that will have its socio eco-
nomic impact,” she said. She
added that Bangladesh was
also included to show that it is
not specific to India and is a
problem which exists all across
the world.

Lucknow (PNS): The depart-
ment of Radiodiagnosis,
KGMU, celebrated its 35th
Foundation Day on Thursday
with alumni joining in from all
over India and across the
globe.

Head of the department
Prof Neera Kohli said they
have made great strides in the

last one year in human
resources and infrastructure
building upon painstaking
efforts of the last five years
despite Covid. The MD seats
increased from four to nine
and the faculty strength
increased from eight to 12 this
year. The department acquired
a state-of-the-art 128-slice CT

scan in addition to the exist-
ing 64-slice CT scan. “The
department provided exem-
plary services during Covid
with round-the-clock X-ray
and interventional procedures.
‘Padma Shri SS Sarkar Oration’
was delivered by Dr Himanshu
Diwakar, an alumnus of the
department and present clin-

ical director of I-Med,
Canberra (Australia). He
spoke on how multiparamet-
ric MRI has revolutionised
the early detection of carcino-
ma prostate and decreased
anxieties and invasive proce-
dures in many elderly males
suffering from urinary 
symptoms. 
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The Research Designs and

Standards Organisation
(RDSO) is participating in 14th
International Railway
Equipment Exhibition-2021,
organised by CII at Pragati
Maidan in New Delhi from
December 16 to 18. A
spokesman said the equipment
and services being displayed
would provide an opportunity
to domestic and international
companies to be a part of the
transformation and expansion
of Indian Railways to showcase
the latest technological
advances, new products and
innovations for the Indian
Railways sector. He said RDSO
acts as a centre for acquisition,
incorporation and develop-
ment of new technology and

upgradation of existing tech-
nology for Indian Railways as
well as an international plat-
form for design, testing and
inspection of railway equip-
ment and also provides consul-
tation services. The exhibition
was inaugurated by Minister of
State for Railways Darshana
Jardosh while Chairman and
CEO, Railway Board, Suneet
Sharma was also present on the
occasion. Director General
(Special), Vendor, RDSO, JP
Pandey welcomed the minister
and the chairman and CEO.
Apart from the Railway Board,
many dignitaries and people
visited the RDSO stall. Many
railway vendors saw the works
displayed at the RDSO stall and
got the process and informa-
tion related to the vendors. 
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Anshika Bajpai, a former

student of City Montessori
S c h o o l ,
Kanpur Road
c a m p u s ,
qualified the
prestigious
I n d i a n
S t a t i s t i c a l
Service examinations conduct-
ed by the Union Public Service
Commission, results of which
were declared recently. With
only 11 seats all over the coun-
try, it is a civil service requir-
ing a high degree of proficien-
cy in statistical methods and
applications. The posts are
recruited through UPSC exam-
ination. Anshika joined CMS
Kanpur Road in 2008 in class
6 and completed class 12 with

91.25% marks in 2015.
Thereafter, she did graduation
with Maths, Statistics, and
Computers, and Masters in
Statistics from Babasaheb
Bhimrao Ambedkar University.
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Governor Anandiben Patel

inaugurated 3-day ‘Deshaj
Mahotsav’, an Amrit Mahotsav
of folk arts, at Ram Manohar
Lohia Park. The programme is
organised by ‘Son Chiraiya’.
The governor said that folk arts
should reach the younger gen-
eration and it was because of
the folk songs and arts that the
culture was alive. Singer Malini
Awasthi said that the pro-
gramme was being organised
on the completion of 10 years
of ‘Son Chiraiya’. 
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Lucknow (PNS): In the 145th
year of the formation, All-
India Anglo-Indian Association
wants the restoration of the two
reserved seats in the Parliament
for Anglo-Indians and one each
in all the states of the country
which were done away with in
January 2020. The All-India
Anglo Indian Association held
a press conference on Thursday.
President of Lucknow branch of
the Association, Adrian
Michael said the two seats of
Parliament and one seat in
each state were done away with
without going into the merits of
the case. “The government had
said that they were doing away
with it because the Anglo-
Indians had ceased to exist
since there were just 296 Anglo-
Indians across the country.
They went by the census figure
which was not correct since
there was no column for Anglo-
Indians in the census under the
religions. We are running into
lakhs in the country and in
Lucknow alone, there are
50,000 Anglo-Indians,” he said.
He added that they have con-
tributed  in a major way and the
Constitution of India is unique
because it mentions the Anglo-
Indian community.
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The medal winners at the
19th AKTU convocation

were an excited. The young
achievers who have big dreams
for future spoke about their
plans.

Rashi Mathur, who won
the Chancellor’s gold medal,
said it was unbelievable and
surreal. “I was from a private
institute of engineering in
Kanpur and did not expect to
get the highest marks in all
departments for my subject of
BTech in Electronics and
Communication,” she said.

“I truly believe that I am
not exceptionally smart but I
worked very hard and never
missed the classes during the
four years of BTech. I think it
is difficult for the students of
my college to maintain their
concentration for 5-7 hours
and that is what I developed as

habit since childhood. During
those five to seven hours, I
would only focus on the lec-
ture,” said Rashi whose
favourite pastime is reading
supernatural stories.

She said she wants to get
into consultancy and is cur-
rently working as a trainee

system engineer in a corporate
company. Rashi said she is
doing MBA and has a flair for
management.

Devansh Bhatnagar, who
won the bronze medal in
BTech, Electrical and
Electronic, said he is planning
to appear for GRE as he wants

to go to the USA to do Masters
in Computer Science after
which he is planning to join a
defence organisation.

“I have written two
research papers which have
been accepted in a well-known
journal. My research is about
improving the efficiency of
solar panels, grid integration
using artificial intelligence and
improving the quality of power
supplied to the grid,” he said.
He added that he is also inter-
ested in energy conservation
projects and reduction of car-
bon footprints.

Vandana Pal, who won the
bronze medal in BArch, said
she is feeling proud. She said
her success mantra was focus
and hard work. “I was always
fascinated by buildings and
then learnt in class XII that it
was the architects who made
those buildings. As a result, I
opted for this course,” she said.
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Cultivation of oilseeds has
been on the rise across

Uttar Pradesh and the area of
mustard cultivation has grown
by 35 per cent this year as com-
pared to last year. As per the
latest Agriculture department
data, farmers have grown mus-
tard on 9.46 lakh hectares
exceeding the target of 7.80
lakh hectares set by the Yogi
Adityanath government for
this year across the state.
Besides, in Lucknow alone,
mustard has been grown on
15,000 hectares this year while
it was cultivated on around
9,000 hectares last year. 

“The reason for farmers
switching to oilseed cultivation
is believed as much to be the
rise in oil prices as the cam-
paign run by the Agriculture
department to encourage mus-
tard cultivation across the state.
So, it will not be an exaggera-
tion to say that a Yellow
Revolution has begun in Uttar
Pradesh,” said a government
spokesman on Thursday.

“In fact, the Agriculture
department officials went from
village to village encouraging
farmers to opt for mustard
cultivation in order to achieve
the target of its cultivation on
7.80 lakh hectares. Farmers
were also coached on the
importance of taking timely
care of crops as well as ways

and means to achieve better
yield. As a result, more than 20
lakh farmers across the state
took to mustard cultivation in
the recent past,” the official fur-
ther said. The Agriculture
department officials claimed
that there will be a bumper
mustard production this year in
Uttar Pradesh after a gap of sev-
eral years and soon the state
will emerge as a major produc-
er of the crop within the coun-
try. Last year, mustard was
grown on seven lakh hectares
of land in the state and the total
production was 10.07 lakh
metric tons. The production of
mustard will be much more
this year in Uttar Pradesh than
last year because of its cultiva-
tion on a much larger piece of
land.

At present, Uttar Pradesh
ranks second after Madhya
Pradesh in the production of
oilseeds in the country,
accounting for 16 per cent of
the total production. Madhya
Pradesh, which is the top pro-
ducer of oilseeds, accounts for
the highest 24 per cent while
Maharashtra comes third with
14 per cent. Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka and Rajasthan con-
tribute 10 per cent, seven per-
cent and six per cent respec-
tively of the total oilseed pro-
duction in India. Similarly,
Gujarat, Chhattisgarh, Bihar,
Orissa and Jharkhand collec-
tively account for 23 per cent

of the total oilseeds production
in the country.

Oilseeds are grown both as
Rabi and Kharif crops and
about 64 per cent of oilseeds are
produced as Rabi, 30 per cent
as Kharif and six percent as
Zaid crops. As per data of the
Directorate of Mustard
Research, Uttar Pradesh topped
in mustard production 25 years
ago, but later the area of culti-
vation of mustard shrank due
to increase in wheat farming
with introduction of its new
varieties. In 1981-82, mustard
was grown on 22.76 lakh
hectares in UP, constituting 50
per cent of the area under mus-
tard cultivation in India but the
area started shrinking and pro-
duction started declining in
later years. There were other
reasons also for the decline in
mustard production. One of
them was that the minimum
support price (MSP) of mus-
tard was not increased in the
same manner as of wheat.

However, the present
Union government paid atten-
tion to this issue with the aim
to increase farmer’s income
and increased the MSP of mus-
tard too. The government has
kept the MSP for mustard at Rs
5,050. In view of this, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
launched a campaign to pro-
mote oilseed cultivation across
Uttar Pradesh to benefit 
farmers.
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The employees of public sec-
tor banks (PSBs) including

the State Bank of India (SBI)
went on a two-day strike here
on Thursday, paralysing the
working in the banks badly.
Due to strike, the transactions
and clearance of cheques worth
several hundreds of crore have
been affected. The bank
employees went on a strike on
the call of the United Forum of
Bank Unions (UFBU), an
umbrella unit of nine bank
employee associations, in
protest against the faulty poli-
cies of the government. They
were protesting against their
two main points including
Banking Amendment Bill 2021
and move of government to
privatise the public sector
banks.

However, the private sector
banks HDFC Bank, ICICI
Bank and others continued
their working as usual. In sup-
port of the strike, the bank
employees staged demonstra-
tions at several places includ-
ing the zonal/ regional offices
of State Bank of India, Indian
Bank, Punjab National Bank
and many others.  

In these protests, the UFBU

and other bank association
leaders strongly criticised
the government for
weakening the public sector
banks.

At the zonal office of SBI,
deputy general secretary of
SBISA Dinesh Kumar Singh
and zonal president of SBIOA

Prakash Ranjan strongly criti-
cised the government for its
policies and expressed their
serious anguish over the fail-
ures of several meetings
between the government and
bank management to resolve
the issues.

The function was also

addressed by Manoj Kumar,
Raghuvar Tiwari, Mani
Shankar Choubey, Amrendra,
Pankaj Kumar, PK Rai (all
from SBISA), Akhilesh Kumar
Tiwari and Ramesh Kumar,
among others who raised the
voices against the government’s
attitude.
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Institute of Management
Studies, Banaras Hindu

University (IM-BHU) celebrat-
ed its 6th Institute Day here on
Thursday. The distinguished
guest Prof Vinay Kumar
Nangia, former fellow emeritus
of Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Roorkee,
talked about the present
employment scenarios for
youth and the stark contrast
which exists in the industry in
the type of job roles offered.
Highlighting about the com-
petitive environment at BHU
which lead the students to the
path of success, he raised some
concerns regarding the upcom-
ing tech enabled world and
gave the example of Elon
Musk’s Tesla mobile phone

which will run on solar ener-
gy and be directly connected to
satellites.

He also raised some valu-
able points of changing para-
digms of developing networks,
and friendships. Prof Nangia
also gave the audience a
glimpse down his memory
lane from his days as a manage-
ment graduate and highlight-
ed the evolution of knowledge
acquisition and dissemination
which have passed through
different stages from being
human centric, mechanical
and finally culminating into
emotion centric.

The other distinguished
guest BS Nagesh, founder of
Trust for Retailers and Retail
Associates of India & chairman
of Shoppers Stop stressed on
paradigm shift in the field of

consumer behaviour and
increasing challenges faced by
the marketeers specially in the
current pandemic situation.
He emphasised on the need for
building capacity, not only as
an individual but also for the
team and the need to be inclu-
sive in careers and at the same
time be productive for the
community. He gave insights
on how his ignorance became
the strength for his entrepre-
neurial journey and helped
him run a successful business.

The event started with a
tribute to Pt Madan Mohan
Malviya and presentation of
Kulgeet. While welcoming the
guests, IM-BHU Director Prof
SK Dubey congratulated the
entire fraternity and appreciat-
ed the tireless efforts of all the
faculty and staff members for

carrying out its academic and
professional activities uninter-
ruptedly even during the cur-
rent pandemic situation. 

On the occasion, the best
research paper award, 2021
for faculty was awarded to Dr
Abhijit Biswas, the best
research paper award for 2021
for scholar category to
Mrigendra Nath Mishra and
the best employee award 2021
to Bhola Nath Yadav. 

A fascinating cultural event
was also organised by the stu-
dents of MBA and MBA-IB.
The vote of thanks was pro-
posed by the Dean Prof HP
Mathur. He highlighted the
pros of the online mode of edu-
cation and how the institute has
maintained its standards
through these tumultuous
times. 
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Regional president of
Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) Mahesh Chand
Srivastava inaugurated the
door-to-door distribution work
of ‘Mahaprasad’ of Shri Kashi
Vishwanath Dham at Booth
No- 302 of Neelcottage Colony
near Maldahiya crossing. Later,
he along with the party work-
ers distributed prasad and
booklets highlighting the his-
tory of Kashi Vishwanath tem-
ple among the residents of
Neelcottage and its surround-
ing colonies including Seva
Basti. Srivastava said that on
December 13 last, the Prime
Minister inaugurated the
Dham (corridor) after taking a
holy dip in river Ganga and
offering prayers to Lord
Vishwanath.

According to him, in the
booklet, the history of
Vishwanath Dham is men-
tioned that how the foreign
invaders attacked and

destroyed the temple, again
and again and how it was
rebuilt in 1780 by Maharani
Devi Ahilya Bai of Indore.
‘Since then, no one has paid
attention to the temple during
the last 241 years but its fortune
has changed when Varanasi got
an MP like Narendra Modi
who became the PM and then
the corridor premises have

been extended from 2,000
square metres to 50,000 square
metres and now the develop-
ment of this corridor has
attracted the attention of the
entire world,’ he said.

Srivastava said that about
15,000 party workers are
engaged in distribution of this
prasad to reach the mandal,
sector (Shakti Kendra) and

booth levels. On the occasion,
regional media in-charge
Navratan Rathi, city general
secretary Naveen Kapoor, co-
convener of the programme
Uday Pratap Singh, Siddhanth
Sharma, Sushil Gupta,
Shailendra Srivastava, Jitendra
Lalwani and many others were
also present.

Meanwhile, the prasad and
booklet were distributed by
the city president Vidya Sagar
Rai in Assi areas after starting
the programme by presenting
the same to the chief priest of
Jagannath temple. He said that
the main objective of the
prasad distribution programme
is to help every family get the
same of Baba Kashi
Vishwanath Dham. He was
also accompanied by senior
party leaders including Ashok
Pandey, Sudhir Mishra, Ashok
Patel, Madan Mishra, Geeta
Shastri,  Aarti Pathak,
Shailendra Mishra, Sameer
Mathur, Ravi Jaiswal and
Anurag Sharma.
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UP Agriculture Minister
Surya Pratap Shahi distrib-

uted the keys of tractors to
many farmers at a programme
organised under ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat Abhiyan’ Sub Mission
on Agriculture Extension
(ATMA) at Girija Devi Sankul,
Chowkaghat here on Thursday.
The programme, which was
addressed by the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
natural farming through a vir-
tual medium, was telecast live
and watched by hundreds of
famers. The PM spoke about
the benefits of natural farming
and said that small farmers
would benefit the most from it.
Just a few days ago during his
two days visit to Varanasi,
Modi had also spoken about
the importance of natural
farming while addressing a
function at Swarved
Mahamandir.

According to the PM, we
not only need to re-learn our
ancient knowledge related to
agriculture, but also need to
sharpen it according to mod-

ern times. In this direction, we
have to re-research and mold
the ancient knowledge into
the modern scientific frame.
He said that chemicals and fer-
tilizers have played an impor-
tant role in the Green
Revolution, but there is a need
to keep working on its alterna-
tives simultaneously.

On the occasion, Shahi
distributed tractor keys to
many under the In-Situ
Scheme including Ramji Singh
(Gram Sabha Ramna),
Akhilesh Narayan Singh

(Pilkhani), Girish Kumar Singh
(Siddhivinayak) and Ranjana
Pal (Krishnadutpur).
Addressing the farmers, Shahi
said that natural farming is an
ancient method. Referring to
the PM’s call for ‘back to basics,
back to nature’, he appealed to
the farmers to adopt natural
farming in order to improve the
quality of crops and fertility of
the land for better health of the
people.

‘At the same time, there is
a huge market for it in the
world. We have called upon the

farmers of the whole country to
adopt old tradition of natural
farming in which the cost of
cultivation is low and quality of
food is good,’ he said, adding
that on the guidance of the PM
and the initiative of Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, in
the state, a seminar on cow-
based farming was conducted
in Kanpur last year where the
youths were trained under the
Namami Gange and later on,
they started giving training to
the farmers. ‘This work has
already been started in the
clusters of all the eight devel-
opment blocks of Varanasi dis-
trict.’

On the occasion, state BJP
co-in-charge Sunil Ojha,
Meena Choubey, district pan-
chayat chairperson Poonam
Maurya, Devendra Singh,
Shailendra Singh, Padma Shri
Chandrashekhar Singh,
Ghanshyam Patel, Rita
Jaiswal, Yogesh Singh,
Ayush Chandra, Anil
Seth, Dharmendra Singh,
Navratan Rathi, Santosh
Solapurkar and many others
were also present.
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This year, persistent soil ero-
sion on the banks of Ganga

and marshland are posing a
major challenge for the Magh
Mela authorities. While mela
authorities admitted that the
water current of river Ganga is
fast this year, corrective mea-
sures have been initiated to deal
with the soil erosion problem.
Teams of labourers have also
been engaged to make the
marshland suitable for living.

District Magistrate (Magh
Mela) Shesh Mani Pandey said,
"Although the water current of
river Ganga is fast, we are
making sincere and appropri-
ate arrangements to deal with
the situation." He further
added, "We would also make
arrangements to settle down all
the religious, spiritual and
social organisations arriving
for the Magh Mela in alterna-
tive places and there would be
'Divya' and 'Bhavya' Magh
Mela in 2022."

The DM, however, main-
tained that the entire mela
campus has been divided into
five sectors and the work of
land allotments among various
departments, and organisa-
tions would be taken from
December 22. The DM also
assured that the mela area
would be spread in 640-hectare
land as it was in the previous
year and all sorts of facilities
would be offered to visitors,
seers, saints and organisations.

The DM, meanwhile, made
it clear that the Covid-19 pro-
tocol would be strictly fol-
lowed and advised visitors to
carry fully immunized certifi-
cates along with them. He also
said that monitoring of Mela
work has been done on a daily

basis and our priority was to
complete all the projects on or
before the scheduled time.

As per information, land
allotment work for different
organisations would be taken
up as follows - Dandi Swami
Nagar, Dandi Bada (December
22 and 23), Khak Chowk (
December 24 and 25), and
Acharya Swami Nagar (January
26 and 27). Moreover, land at
Sangam lower marg, Sangam
Upper marg, Saraswati marg
and Mahavir Ji marg would be
allotted on December 31.
Similarly, the land would be
allotted on Annapurna marg
on January 1 and Tulsi marg
and GT road on January 2.
Moreover, land at Triveni and
Kali marg would be allotted on
January 3 and 4 respectively.

Land allotment at sectors 1,

2, parade, Shastri Gata and
Kabir Nagar would be done on
January 5 while land at
Samudrakoop marg and inter-
locking marg (sector 3) and
Ramanuj marg and Arial would
also be allotted on the same
day. 

This year, there would be
no entry of new organisations
and only old organisations –
holding camps on mela campus
for years- would be allotted
land at the suitable land and
sectors. Officials, however,
claimed that hectic prepara-
tions are underway to construct
the pontoon bridges and level-
ling work was almost done.

With barely a month left
for the beginning of thr 47-day
grand religious and spiritual
fair, all the departments have
come up with their blueprints

to organise the mela. Magh
Mela beginning from January
14 would culminate on March
1, 2022.

The mela administration
has also put their focus towards
Kalpwasi area where thou-
sands of Kalpwasis from differ-
ent parts of the country would
be spending a month-long
time on the banks of Ganga
and covering a spiritual journey
to seek salvation.

A senior mela official
pointed out that apart from soil
erosion, agencies working on
land levelling work had faced
marshy land posing another
difficulty to deal with. He
added that even machines like
tractors and JCBs were stuck in
marshy land and agencies had
to make extra efforts to deal
with the crisis.
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In a major public friendly
measure, 291 stations over

North Central Railway Zone
have been equipped with free
high-speed Wi-Fi internet con-
nectivity  so far making around
3,229 km of North Central
Railway covered with OFC
(Optical Fibre Cable). Work of
making this facility available at
almost 95 %of the targeted sta-
tions in North Central Railway
has been completed.

Division wise coverage in
NCR is: Prayagraj Division: 124
Stations, Jhansi Division: 105
Stations, Agra Division: 62
Stations. The no. of users of
these station Wi-Fi facilities is
gradually increasing.

This project has been taken
up in a mission mode for
turning Railway Stations into
hubs of digital inclusion.

The responsibility to
implement this remarkable
Digital India initiative has been
entrusted to Railway Mini
Ratna PSU ‘RAILTEL’. Working
tirelessly and  continuously,
RAILTEL is providing state of
the art public Wi-Fi under the
brand name of Railwire. RailTel
has so far commissioned this

facility at more than 6000 sta-
tions across India.

NCR from time to time
keeps launching awareness
campaigns for promoting this
facility. Through videos and
messages on social media, reg-
ular announcements, hoard-
ings and banners at stations,
North Central Railway has
been promoting the usage of
Wi-Fi facility by the rail users
and passengers.

Railway stations are places
where a cross-section of the
society converges. The quick-
ening pace of modernisation
and manifold increase in
smartphone usage has trig-
gered a ‘Digital India’ revolu-
tion. Envisaged in 2015 Rail
Budget, the project of provid-
ing free Wi-Fi internet facility
at stations aims to bring free
Wi-Fi access to railway stations
across India. This includes
small stations located in remote
villages as well.

Public visiting stations can
use this facility for streaming
HD videos, download of
movies, songs, games, and do
their offices work online.

Students, especially UPSC,
RRB, RRC & SSC aspirants
from remote locations with

limited access to the internet,
use the station Wi-Fi facilities
for their preparations.
Passengers are also using this
facility for leveraging entertain-
ment on their personal devices.
Feedback from passengers at
major stations across North
Central Railway at Prayagraj,
Kanpur,  Agra, Cantt, Mathura,
Jhansi, Gwalior etc indicate
excellent connectivity, seamless
data access and great facility for
the passengers.

The Railwire Wi-Fi facili-
ty is very user friendly. To
switch on the connection, pas-
sengers need to scan Wi-Fi
options and choose Railwire.
Once the browser takes the
user to the Railwire portal, it
will ask for a mobile number to
which a One Time Password
(OTP) will be sent. Once con-
nected, the Wi-Fi connection
will last for 30 minutes. This
helps the rail passengers to stay
connected and updated with
railway information.

The Wi-Fi is free for the
first 30 min of usage every day
at 1 mbps speed. For using the
Wi-Fi facility further at high-
er speed, the user needs to
choose a plan with higher
speed by paying a nominal fee.

The plans vary from Rs. 10/day
(for 5 GB @ 34 MBPS) to Rs.
75/30 day (for 60 GB @ 34
MBPS) excluding GST. A num-
ber of payment options like net
banking, wallet, credit card
can be used to purchase plans
online.

These initiatives of Indian
Railway and RailTel have paved
the way for the common Indian
Railway Traveller to reap the
benefits of Digital Technology,
truly ensuring that Digital
India is happening where it
really matters – On Stations of
Indian Railways where the
public can have free access to
Technology through RailWire’s
Wi –fi. Indian Railways has
been on the forefront of imple-
menting Digital Initiatives,
realizing the dream of Digital
India and Information
Technology-oriented passenger
applications/amenities like
National Train Enquiry System
and the Passenger Reservation
System have been revolution-
izing the passenger travel expe-
rience. Now, Indian Railways is
forging ahead with providing
access to internet facilities to
the passengers through its Wi-
Fi network connectivity/facil-
ity at railway stations.
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The state government has
decided to undertake an

initiative called ‘Project
Alankar’, under which build-
ings of as many as 62 govern-
ment-run secondary schools of
the state will be given a quick
makeover.

Under the exercise, 62
buildings of government high
schools and intermediate col-
leges located in different dis-
tricts would be reconstructed,
repaired and renovated under
‘Project Alankar’ at a cost of Rs
135-crore.

The Directorate of
Education, UP, has already
received the proposal of 62
dilapidated school buildings.
Now, a proposal in this regard
would be sent to the designat-
ed committee constituted
under the chairmanship of the
state director of secondary
education to be examined,
informed an official of the
department. After getting the
approval from the panel, the
work will start, he added.

Additional Chief Secretary
(Secondary Education)
Aradhana Shukla had sought a
proposal on October 1 for the
renovation and repair of dilap-
idated buildings of govern-
ment-run schools.

DIOS (Prayagraj) RN

Vishwakarma, while confirm-
ing the development, said, “A
list of six schools of Prayagraj
district that needed urgent
reconstruction and major
repair work has been sent to the
directorate.”

For this mission, four-
member committees have been
constituted under the chair-
manship of the respective dis-
trict magistrates in all the dis-
tricts with the chief develop-
ment officer as member, DIOS
as member secretary and exec-
utive engineer of the Public
Works Department as a tech-
nical member.

A maximum of six schools
of Prayagraj, five schools each
from Kanpur Nagar, Meerut
and Firozabad districts and
three each from Chitrakoot,
Banda and Shahjahanpur too
have been included in the list.

In Prayagraj, Rs 2.65 crore
for Government Girls Inter
College, Katra established in
1998, has been proposed while
Rs 3.91 crore for Government
Girls’ Intermediate College
(GGIC) Phulpur established
in 1962 along with Rs 3.72
crore and Rs 2.82 crore for
Government Intermediate
College (GIC)-Suruvadalapur
and Beri established in 1980,
respectively has been proposed.
Likewise, for GGICs at
Saidabad and Dhanupur, estab-

lished in 1992, Rs 61.50 lakh
and Rs 38.21 lakh respectively
have been proposed for various
works.

In these schools, drinking
water facility, boundary wall
and gate construction, cycle
stand, solar plant, rainwater
harvesting, wall, roof, floor,
window and door repairs, etc.,
would be undertaken.

COVID VAX: WOMEN
STILL LAGGING BEHIND
MEN: Even as active participa-
tion of rural based women has
helped the authorities of district
health department script suc-
cess stories as far as vaccination
is concerned, women are still
lagging behind their male
counterparts. Figures of the
health department revealed
that out of the 49,22,977 doses
given in the district so far,
25,51,284 males, 23,69,568
females and 2,125 transgenders
have been covered under the
vaccination drive.

Officials, however, admit-
ted that women continue to
take lead in vaccination for the
past three-and-a-half months
as they are lined up to get
jabbed in both rural and urban
areas but there is a 1.81 lakh
difference between the male
and female recipients.

Officials admitted that
women recipients continued to
outnumber men in receiving

the Covid-19 vaccine in
Sangam city since September.

Out of the 3,75,178 doses
given between December 1
and 15, as many as 1,94,198
females, 1,80,817 males and
163 transgenders were admin-
istered the shots. Records claim
that out of 9,52,528 jabs admin-
istered to eligible recipients in
November, as many as 5,00,968
females received the jabs, while
the strength of male recipients
who took the vaccine was
4,51,214. Similarly, out of the
total 8,41,889 doses given in
October, as many as 4,40,094
doses were given to women,
while 4,01,428 doses were
received by men. Moreover, in
September, out of a total of
9,39,300 given doses given to
eligible recipients, as many as
4,78,740 females and 4,60,002
males got vaccinated.

Additional chief medical
officer and district immuniza-
tion officer (DIO) told
newspersons that women
recipients are currently taking
an active part in the vaccination
drive and more eligible women
recipients are turning at vacci-
nation centres to get jabs.

The ACMO, however,
claimed that we are making
sincere efforts to cover all the
eligible recipients under the vax
drive and teams are working
overtime for the noble cause.



�1�	� '���(�)*

APension Adalat for the final
payment of dues of retired

employees of North Eastern
Railway (NER), Varanasi
Division and their dependents
was organised under the pres-
identship of Divisional Railway
Manager (DRM) Ramashray
Pandey in Bhartendu meeting
room located at DRM’s office
on Wednesday. On the occa-
sion Additional Divisional
Railway Manager (ADRM/
Administration) Rahul
Srivastava, Senior Divisional
Personnel Officer (SDPO)
Samir Paul, Senior Divisional
Finance Manager (SDFM)
Preeti Verma, Chief Medical
Superintendent (CMS) Dr MS
Nabiyal, Senior Divisional
Mechanical Engineer (Carriage
and Wagon) SP Shrivastava,
Senior Divisional Mechanical
Engineer (O&F) Alok
Kesharwani, Senior Divisional
Operations Manager (General)
Arun Kumar Saxena,
Divisional Finance Manager
(DFM) Rajesh Kumar,

Divisional Personnel Officer
(DPO) Vivek Mishra,
Divisional Commercial
Manager (DCM) Balendra Paul
along with all the branch offi-
cers, retired employees and
their dependents other digni-
taries besides union represen-
tatives were present.Welcoming
everyone, DRM said in his
address that after a gap of two
years this year holding of
Pension Adalat has started again
and employees of Personnel
and Accounts departments tried
to get 100 per cent disposal as far
as possible. In this Pension
Adalat after disposing of 95
cases in favour of the com-
plainants for pension/family
pension  PPO/revised PPO and

other liabilities were released and
a total of �25,44,839 were paid
to the complainants through
digital means.The DRM said
that ideal situation would be
considered when there is no
need of Pension Adalat. The
retired employees and their
dependents of various sta-
tions/units of the division par-
ticipated in this Pension Adalat.
On the occasion Office
Superintendent OP Shrivastava
and Chief Welfare Inspector
Rahul Bhatt and inspectors and
employees concerned of the
Accounts and Personnel depart-
ments were present.   It was con-
ducted by SDPO Samir Paul and
the vote of thanks was proposed
by DPO Vivek Mishra. 


������7� !"#$%
&
'()��* &
�+!+��+(
,-.
/0/,

�<$$2��<1@21+	� )+(,-�.��

During the closing ceremony of the two day
conference ‘ICOMS-2021’ NCL CMD

Prabhat Kumar Sinha, who was the chief guest,
said that he was proud of team NCL and MCL
which according to the increased energy
requirements is despatch-
ing 50 per cent of Coal
India’s coal. He said for the
sustainable development
of the coal industry, we
have to explore possibilities
of using modern technol-
ogy and other coal-related
products and new meth-
ods of coal use. Sinha said from the research
papers received during ICOMS and the findings
obtained during the discussion the entire coal
industry, including NCL, is getting a new direc-
tion. He also called upon the participants from
various subsidiaries to visit the mine and observe
best mining practices of NCL. Former deputy

director general of mines (Safety) Rakesh
Kulshrestha, former director (Finance &
Personnel), NCL, NN Thakur, CMPDI and CCL’s
Director (Technical) SK Gomasta, Director
(Technical) of MCL OP Singh, Director (Technical/
Operations) of NCL Dr Anindya Sinha, Director
(Finance & Personnel) Ram Narayan Dubey,

Director (Technical/
Project & Planning) SS
Sinha, Selected Director
(Technical) of WCL JP
Dwivedi, IIT BHU
Professor Piyush Rai,
general managers of
Projects, heads of
departments of NCL

headquarters, and others were present. During it
‘Young Scientist Award’ for outstanding research
papers and innovation, ‘Budding Innovators
Award’ to the research scholars doing excellent work
in the field of innovation and the best exhibitors
were awarded. Along with it organisers who made
the conference a success were also honoured. 
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Due to block taken for track renewal work on
Kanpur Anwarganj-Farrukhabad rail sec-

tion of Izzatnagar division from December 19
to January 31,  2022,  the timing of 04133 Kanpur
Central-Farrukhabad special train will be
revised by the railway administration as follows,
Chief Public Relations Officer (CPRO) Pankaj
Kumar Singh said.  As per the revised timings,
the 04133 Kanpur Central – Farrukhabad spe-
cial train from December 19 to January 31 will
depart from Kanpur Central at 15.30 hrs,  from
Kanpur Anwarganj at 15.42 hrs, from Rawatpur
at 15.47 hrs, from Kalianpur at 15.55 hrs, from
Mandhana at 16.04 hrs, from Chaubepur at
16.13 hrs, from Barrajpur at 16.24 hrs, from
Utripura at 16.34 hrs, from Dhaursalar Halt at
16.42 hrs, from Bilhaur at 16.50 hrs, from
Bakothi Khas Halt at 16.56 hrs, from Araul
Makanpur at 17.52 hrs, from Gangwapur Halt
at 17.19 hrs, from Manimau at 17.27 hrs, from
Kannauj at 17.34 hrs from Kannauj City at 17.40
hrs, from Jalalpur Pamwara Halt at 17.46 hrs,
from Jasoda at 17.55 hrs, from Khudlapur Halt
at 18.01 hrs, from Gursahaiganj at 18.10 hrs, from
Malikpur Halt at 18.17 hrs, from Khudaganj at
18.26 hrs, from Singhinrampur Halt at 18.32 hrs,
from Kamalganj at 18.47 hrs, from Yakutganj at
18.55 hrs, from Fatehgarh at 19.15 hrs and will
reach Farrukhabad at 19.50 hrs.
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Pension Adalat-2021 was organised at

Railway Officers’ Club here on Wednesday in

which Additional General Manager (AGM)
Amit Kumar Agrawal was the chief guest. By
forming a committee of senior officers of the
Accounts and Personnel departments under the
presidentship of nodal officer, Chief Personnel
Officer (CPO)/Administration Nuruddin
Ansari, cases which in the Pension Adalat were
settled at the higher level. On the occasion
Principal Chief Personnel Officer (PCPO) Rita
P Hemrajani, PFA Preeti Jha, retired railway per-
sonnel, their dependents and others were present.   
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Under the aegis of North Eastern Railway

Sports Association (NERSA) at the Railway
cricket grounds the Under-19 North Eastern
Railway Cricket Cup match was played between
Gorakhpur and SR Cricket Academy on
Wednesday. In it Gorakhpur team entered the
next round by defeating SR Cricket Academy by
nine wickets. After winning the toss, SR Cricket
Academy team came out to bat first and in 30
overs scored 105 runs for the loss of all wickets
in which Sahil contributed 44 (seven boundaries)
and Ujjwal 13. Amitabh, Ritesh and Nikhil Rao
of Gorakhpur team took three wickets each and
Anshuman got one wicket. Chasing the target
Gorakhpur team won by making 106 runs for
the loss of one wicket in 10.4 overs in which
Nikhil Rao scored an unbeaten 66 with the help
of 12 boundaries and one six and Rajdeep con-
tributed 19 runs with the help of four boundaries.
SR Cricket Academy’s Prakash took one wick-
et. Nikhil Rao of Gorakhpur was adjudged the
Man of the match for his all-round performance.
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NTPC Singrauli,
Shaktinagar, for the out-

standing environment-related

achievements of the year 2020-
21 in environment conserva-
tion category has been hon-
oured with the prestigious

Greentech Environment Award

2021 by Greentech Foundation
in a programme organised at
Mahabalipuram recently.
Additional General Manager
(AGM), Environment
Management, Sudip Manna,
in a programme organised at
NTPC Singrauli handed over
the prestigious award to station
chief Basuraj Goswami, Chief
General Manager (CGM) in his
office auditorium.  While
expressing happiness on being
rewarded for environment-
related achievements CGM
Basuraj Goswami said that
environmental protection is the
collective responsibility of all of us. 
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AR (Cooperative) Vipin
Kumar Singh inspected

paddy purchase centres in
Chunar area on Wednesday
and gave necessary directions
to the officials concerned. At
Chaukia paddy purchase cen-
tre the officer found purchase
of 6,990 quintals paddy from
110 farmers. He took centre
incharge to task for shortage of
sacks and directed him to

make available sack without
delay. The officer expressed sat-
isfaction with the arrange-
ments at Bhabhaura and Odi
centres. During the inspection
shortage of urea was brought to
his notice at some centres of
cooperative for which he
directed the officials to make it
available positively. He assured
the farmers that there was no
shortage of fertilisers at all. He
appealed to them to avail the
facilities which had been pro-

vided by the government.
MISHAP: A man died in

road accident under Dehat
Kotwali police station on
Wednesday. As per the reports,
Ajay Kumar (27), a resident of
Marui Barahni village under
Saiyadraja police station,
Chandauli, was going on the
Mirzapur-Rewa Road on his
motorcycle when he was hit by
an unknown vehicle on the
border area of Lahangpur and
Karanpur police outposts. 
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, while addressing a

virtual session on ‘Cow based
natural farming programme’
organised at the extension
directorate of Chandra Shekhar
Azad University of Agriculture
and Technology on Thursday,
called upon farmers to adopt
natural farming which not only
brought down the input costs
but also increased their profits
by giving quality farm produce.

He said while on one hand
it increased the farm profits, on
the other, it led to drastic
improvement of soil. He said in
the current times there was an
acute fall in nutritious ele-
ments and bio carbons in soil.

The prime minister said if
the farmers turned to natural
farming, it would not only
revive the soil nutrients but also
the bio carbons. He said this
pattern of farming was highly
beneficial for the farmers and
farming both. He appealed to
the farmers to resort to chem-
ical-free farming that was cat-
tle based. He said this method
of farming benefited crops,
trees and cattle and unified
them as well. 

He said natural farming
promoted biodiversity and uni-
fied farming and brought in
revised agricultural plan. He
said the land thus improved the
ability to absorb carbon from
environment and thus it was in
every way highly beneficial for
the farmers.

Modi said with natural
farming, the present pattern of
agriculture could be re-estab-
lished and it also had the
capacity for creating employ-

ment, environment protection,
reduced use of water, soil health
and stability to the cattle.

Addressing the gathering,
coordinator of the directorate,
Dr Arvind Kumar, said, “Cow
based natural farming was a
concept promoted by Anand
Agricultural University of
Gujarat. He said the objective
to hold this session was to
make the farmers aware of
natural and organic farming.
He said farmers very well
understood the importance of
cows in the field of agriculture
and this programme taught
them how to resort to cow
based farming. He said the

importance for organic and
chemical free food consump-
tion was growing rapidly and
the consumers were ready to
pay more money to get quali-
ty food. He said farmers need
to hold this entrepreneurial
opportunity to fasten economic
empowerment. 

Dr Kumar said cow based
natural farming was a cultivat-
ing method for the natural
development of yields without
using substance composts and
it was a unique chemical-free
method that involved agro-
ecology. He said under this
farmers could use cow dung,
urine, human excreta, plants,

natural fertilisers, and earth-
worms. 

He said this method pro-
tected soil from degradation
and decreased the farmer’s
investment. He said the impact
of chemicals on long-term fer-
tility and the environment was
devastating.

He said cow dung added
soil value as it was full of
nutrient value and available
locally. 

He said bacteria in cow
dung decomposed the organ-
ic matter in soil and made soil
for the plants. He said it also
decreased the disease attack
risk on the crop.
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Kanpur Nagar’s
Commissioner of Police

Asim Arun said that quality
had its own importance in
defence products.

Inaugurating an exhibition
of defence products for the
Indian Army, organised by the
Directorate of Quality
Assurance (Textile and
Clothing), Asim Arun said the
current time was of remaining
at par with the world's quality
and technology and today the
country had carved a niche for
itself in the field of quality
defence products which were
the backbone of safety and
security of any nation.

He said this exhibition
clearly displayed the expertise
available in the country and the
CQA (Textile and Clothing)
was certainly catering to the
needs in a highly transparent

manner.
He later visited the stalls at

the exhibition displaying
defence products and took first
hand feedback about the vari-
ous products and praised the
quality and also wished the best
for the success of the exhibi-

tion.
It may be mentioned here

that as part of Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav commemorating 75
years of Independence, all the
DGQA units organised exhi-
bitions of their products at
CQA (Textile and Clothing)

Kanpur located at DGQA
complex.

On this occasion, officers
and employees of DGQA of
Kanpur and officials and per-
sonnel of civil administration
were also present.

Organiser of the exhibition,
S Chakraborty, OITC, briefed
the gathering about the prod-
ucts in the exhibition as well as
the technology used to test
their quality.

He said it was a big
achievement that the products
were part of Make in India and
stood at par with the best
products of the world.

Later Lt Col BS Dey gave
brief details of LMG, Mac Gun,
light weight bags, bullet proof
jackets, tents etc. A large num-
ber of schools sent their
children to view the exhibition
to motivate them for the
defence services in the times to
come.
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The Indian Institute of
Technology, Kanpur

announced the signing of
memorandums of under-
standing (MoUs) with two of its
distinguished alumni, Dr Dev
Joneja and Hemant Jalan, to
support the establishment of
the School of Medical Research
and Technology (SMRT) on its
campus. Dr Dev Joneja and his
wife Terri Musson donated
US$ 2.5 million in the form of
‘Terri Musson and Dev Joneja
Gift’, while Hemant Jalan
donated Rs 18 crore to support
the infrastructure development
for the school. Both the dis-
tinguished alumni will now be
joining the advisory board of
the SMRT as founder donors.

IIT-Kanpur Director Prof
Abhay Karandikar, “We take
great pride in our alumni and
their work. They are our pillars
of strength and glory. I would
like to extend my gratitude to
Dr Dev Joneja, Mr Hemant
Jalan and their families for
their generous and selfless con-
tribution to the SMRT and be
a part of this noble journey
towards revolutionising med-
ical education in India.”

The School of Medical
Research and Technology
(SMRT) is a one-of-a-kind ini-
tiative by IIT-Kanpur that aims
to revolutionise medical edu-
cation in India by bridging the
gap between medical and tech-

nology disciplines. The first
phase of the project would
include setting up various
Centres of Excellence (CoEs)
oriented towards cutting-edge
medical research and innova-
tion along with a 500-bed
super-specialty hospital.

The CoEs are expected to
work in confluence with the
core clinical departments of the
hospital and biomedical exper-
tise of various engineering
departments of IIT-Kanpur.
The school will offer post-
graduate medical degrees in
various domains of medical sci-
ence and technology. The
SMRT will create an impact on
society and the economy at the
local, national, and global scale.
The outcome of the SMRT at
IIT-Kanpur is expected to con-
tribute to the overall better-
ment of healthcare infrastruc-
ture in the state of Uttar
Pradesh and lead to a large
number of MedTech inventions

and innovations. Dr Joneja
said, “The SMRT initiative is a
great combination of the estab-
lished core strength of IIT in
technology with a new direc-
tion in medical research, edu-
cation and innovation. My wife
Terri and I are confident that
the institute and its leadership
will deliver on the ambitious
project, and are very gratified
to be able to provide our sup-
port to this effort.” Jalan said,
“Most IITK alumni attribute
their success in life to the years
that they spent at IIT-Kanpur,
and it very much applies to me.
I have always wanted to give
back to the institute in a mean-
ingful way, and the concept of
SMRT appealed immensely to
me. I hope that the SMRT ini-
tiative will uplift the stature of
IIT-K within the scientific
community, and am very
happy to be associated with this
project as a founder. I hope
many more alumni come for-

ward to donate generously to
this project, which is a path-
breaking venture by IIT-
Kanpur. I am confident that the
SMRT will breed cutting-edge
interdisciplinary research
between the field of medical
sciences and the various
schools of engineering, which
is severely lacking in India
today.” Dr Joneja earned his
undergraduate degree in
mechanical engineering in
1984 from IIT-Kanpur. He is
currently the chief risk officer
at Exodus Point Capital
Management. Previously, he
was the global head of risk and
analytics at Millennium
Management LLC and has also
served as its senior managing
director. He has also served as
a research analyst at Barclays
Capital and as a faculty at the
Graduate School of Business at
Columbia University in New
York. Over the last few years, he
has contributed towards the
creation of three faculty chairs
and various community welfare
initiatives at IIT-Kanpur. Jalan
received his bachelor's degree
in chemical engineering from
IIT-Kanpur in 1977. He found-
ed Indigo Paints in 2000, which
has grown multi-fold over the
years, culminating in a suc-
cessful IPO of the company in
early 2021. Indigo Paints Ltd. is
today the fourth largest paint
manufacturer in India, with an
annual sale of over Rs 1,000
crore. 
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The crime branch of city
police unearthed a gam-

bling den and arrested nine
gamblers late Wednesday night.

Police recovered Rs 56,845
from the possession of the
gamblers who were handed
over to Sisamau police for fur-
ther action.

On a tip-off, the crime
branch team raided a place in
Gandhi Nagar late Wednesday
night and busted the gambling
den. The nine gamblers arrest-
ed from the spot were identi-
fied as Prabhat of
Pardevanpurwa (Chakeri),
Vinod, Sanju Gautam and
Satish Kumar of Raipurwa
police station area, Hira Singh,
Anurag Tewari of Sisamau,
Manjit Saxena of Panki and
Gyanendra of Nazirabad.

The police team comprised
Sub-Inspectors Vijay Darshan
Sharma, Punit Tomar, Head
Constable Durgesh Mani
Tripathi and Constables Arvind
Singh, Ajay Kumar Gupta,
Narendra Kumar and Shahbaz
Khan.

BJP MEMBERSHIP :
Bharatiya Janata Party’s NGO
Cell of Kanpur South unit
organised a membership cam-
paign in Naubasta on
Thursday. District Convener of
the cell, Jyoti Shukla, said 742
persons took the membership
of the BJP in the camp.

Prominent activists pre-
sent at the camp were conven-
er of Bundelkhand area
Manisha Bajpai, co-convener
Rashmi Srivastava, Dr Parvez
Akhtar, Dharmendra Shukla,
Satyendra Srivastava, Harmit
Singh Gulati, Shashi Prabha
Singh, Deepika, Gautam
Sabbarwal, Ajit Saxena and Jai
Shanker Tewari.
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KANPUR (PNS): Founder of
Delhi Public School at
Sarvodaya Nagar, Alok Misra,
while addressing the annual
sports day, Blitz 2021-22, on
Thursday said champions were
not made in gyms but from
something they had deep inside
them that was a desire, a
dream, and a vision. He said
games and sports had become
an integral element of present
day education and they taught
the children the qualities of dis-
cipline, sportsmanship, team
spirit and leadership and also
enhanced the physical and
mental development of chil-
dren. The school campus was
decorated aesthetically with
thematic decor which com-
prised colourful banners show-
casing sports related attractive
pictures and a vibrant victory
stand, colourful cutouts of tro-
phies, rugby balls and cute
cartoon figures in sports wear
that adorned the length and
breadth of the school.

The events began with the
release of balloons by head-
mistress Pratibha Shukla and
director Rachna Mohotra, wel-
comed the parents to the event.
She laid emphasis on the need
to participate and said it was
not important to win as it was
the participation that made all
the difference.

She said receiving respect
from others was important
because it helped one to feel
safe and to express ourselves.
She said respect meant that one
accepted somebody for who
they were even when they were
different and did not agree with
them.  The students of Class V
presented a beautiful skit and
short poem – ‘Victory is paid
in sweat, courage and prepara-
tion’ and the students of Class
3 A participated in the ‘Jugglers
at Task’ race == ‘Winners never
quit and quitters never win’.
The children of Class 3B pre-
sented a relay race -- ‘Washing
Day’. ‘Ball Masters’, the exotic
drill presentation by the stu-
dents of Class I was the most
intriguing aspect embellishing
the event. It was indeed a plea-
sure to see the young sports-
men move the ball with great
finesse. The students of Class 4
A won the hearts of one and all
by their cute race – ‘Dress up
the Santa’ --  wherein they hur-
ried with the task of dressing up
Santa with colourful acces-
sories like cap, goody bag etc.

The participants of Class 4
B took part in the ‘Cross the
Snag’ race wherein the kids
confidently faced all the hur-
dles, challenges and ups and
downs to reach the finishing
point. Drill was a kind of fitness
which helped inculcate the
importance of maintaining a
healthy body. This was followed
by the distribution of medals
and certificates to the winners



over in 1858 AD, contact
with Britain was reasonably
close and frequent. As a
result, Indian youth, even
women, learnt the British
ways of education, culture
and socio-politics by the early
years of the 20th century. By
the time we won
Independence, Indian leaders
were ready to adopt electoral
democracy as the means to
choose Governments, at the
Centre and in the provinces.
We also chose a parliamen-
tary system and not the
American presidential style,
although it would have been
more suitable for India. Every
adult was straightaway enti-
tled to vote; those with more
education, property or influ-
ence could exercise the
advantage in their profes-
sion but not in an election.
This insistence on equality is
a hallmark of true electoral
democracy. With the pas-
sage of every election, the
Indian nation has learnt to
participate better. There have
so far been general elections
at the Centre while the States
have also been disciplined in
holding their polls. The only
significant interruption was
the Emergency imposed by
the Indira Gandhi regime in
1975; it lasted until early
1977. It was unpopular
because it was declared only

with the intent of saving
Indira’s hold on power. Except
for those 21 months or so,
India’s record of electoral
democracy has been com-
mendable.

Even when dealing with
Mohammed Ali Jinnah and
the Muslim League during
Partition, India’s behaviour
was, if anything, overdemoc-
ratic. In anticipation of the
separation, the Qaid-e-Azam
and his colleagues were insis-
tent that all Muslims should
be facilitated to migrate to the
new Islamic country, their
homeland. They were at times
so vehement as to insist that
all Muslims should migrate
from India. In his rabid
enthusiasm, one of the League
bigwigs Sir Firoz Khan Noon
thundered in February 1946
in Patna that if the Hindus in
India came in the way of the
transfer of Muslims to
Pakistan, the League would
re-enact the orgies of Chengez
Khan and Halaqu Khan.

Indian leaders remained
calm and implied that
Muslims were also their
brothers and they should be
allowed to decide for them-
selves. An Exchange of
Population plan was pro-
posed and supported by
Jinnah whereby Muslims,
preferably all of them, would
migrate to Pakistan. And

reciprocally, all non-Muslims
would move to India.
Rajendra Prasad, who subse-
quently became the President
of independent India, wrote
a book entitled India Divided
wherein he suggested that
those Muslims who didn’t
emigrate could stay in India
as aliens with visas issued by
the Government of India.
The same could be done by
Pakistan to the non-Muslims
who remained behind in that
country.

Jinnah promptly agreed
with Prasad. Yet, the other
Congress leaders kept quiet.
In the end, Pakistan, with the
help of violence, loot and
killing chased out most
Hindus whereas Muslims
were allowed to stay back in
India if they wished. Some
went away from East Punjab
(India), UP and Bihar but
compared to Pakistan, India
did practically little. This is
true to this day, 75 years later.

This was the practical
essence of democracy. It is
difficult to think of any other
example of such devotion to
freedom. India is indeed the
land of freedom and, there-
fore, democracy.

(The writer is a well-
known columnist, an author
and a former member of the
Rajya Sabha. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — Hyundai Motors has struck a big
blow for gender parity by signing a MoU
with four Indian women cricketers. So
far, it was only men who were given
almost god-like status in advertisements
across all media. Even on the world stage,
not many women get as much attention
as their male counterparts do. In Indian
cricket, male sportspersons have always
been given preference by companies as
the face of their brands. India has pro-
duced some of the finest athletes in var-
ious sports who should have been pro-
moted but were not. Therefore, this
becomes an important and perhaps a
bold step by the company. 

This move will benefit not only the
four players who have been signed up but
also serve as an example for other
brands to follow suit. It will also give an
added impetus to the many budding
sportswomen who are trying to make a
mark in the national and international
sports arena. There are many dedicated
and elite women athletes in the country
who need and deserve such recognition.
Other brands, too, should go ahead with
women brand ambassadors and promote
gender equality. With more women
reaching the top in various fields, it cer-
tainly seems as if happy days are on the
way to the women of the nation.

Anthony Henriques | Mumbai
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Sir — The soldiers of our country have
protected their land and its people for-
ever. Their supreme sacrifice has always
been the flame of example that can never
be extinguished. They have never failed
in winning the hearts of the people by
their duty as well as gesture. Recently, the
Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
jawans attended the marriage ceremony
of martyred Constable Shailendra Pratap
Singh's sister in Uttar Pradesh. The
jawans, Constable Singh's colleagues,
performed all the brotherly rituals and
gestures in the wedding of his sister. 

Constable Shailendra Pratap Singh
was martyred in a terrorist attack in
Pulwama last year. This gesture by the

jawans has caught the eyes of the coun-
try and a video of them performing mar-
riage rituals has surfaced on social
media and is winning hearts. The jawans
showed what brotherhood actually looks
like. They not only protect our mother-
land but have also set benchmarks for us
that brotherhood does not end with the
end of one’s life. It leaves a very deep mes-
sage encouraging us to remember our
brother and sister even after they’ve left
the world.

Manoj Kumar Jena | Cuttack
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Sir — A documentary film,
Paravaikalam, has been made on
nadaswaram maestro Karukurichi
Arunachalam, whose birth centenary is
being celebrated. The documentary has
been titled so because the legendary artist
would play the instrument effortlessly
like a bird in flight. At the height of his
fame, Karukurichi Arunachalam had a
huge fan following which was enhanced

by his contribution to the blockbuster
Tamil film Konjum Salangai. 

The song Singara Velane Deva, in
which playback singer S Janaki sang in
tandem with Arunachalam’s nadaswaram,
mirroring every phrase of the song,
became a runaway hit. Though Janaki has
sung innumerable songs and won plen-
ty of awards, Singara Velane Deva remains
a watermark in her outstanding career.
This song is an eternal favourite, tugging
at the heartstrings of the young and old
and transcending time and age bound-
aries. In an era when song-tracks are
recorded separately and then synthesised,
this immortal song was a pioneer for such
an innovation more than five decades ago.
It was veteran director MV Raman who
directed this epic film in technicolour
which reportedly cost around �40 lakh,
something unheard of in those days.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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It is safe to assume that US
President Joe Biden had in
mind only electoral democ-
racy when he invited many

a head of Government to his
December 9 ‘Summit for
Democracy’. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi made a telling
point when he said that the
democratic spirit is integral to
India’s civilisational ethos.
Centuries of colonial rule could
not suppress the democratic
spirit of Indians. He avoided
extending the proposition to a
faith in the phenomenon of
karma which is nothing, if not
democratic, on a metaphysical
scale. All humans have a fair and
equal opportunity to be auto-
matically rewarded with or
denied a bhagya or fate com-
mensurate with her/his karma
without a divine entity, say
God, having an overriding say
in the bhagya. The belief in the
operation of karma is like the
law in physics that for every
action, there is an equal and
opposite reaction. This is a faith
as near science as yet possible.

Another symptom of Indian
democracy is its history down
the ages. Anyone who arrived
whether via the Hindu Kush or
Arabian Sea as the early Jews or
other traders, the Parsees,
British and many others were
welcome, or at least allowed to
stay and settle on Indian soil. No
one was expelled regardless of
being cruel or kind.

The idea behind the open
welcome to one and all was that
the world was one family,
Vasudhaiva kutumbakam. An
advantage of this policy — call
it Indic — or conduct was that
the culture-cum-civilisation
became resilient and, regardless
of its disinclination to fight, sur-
vived against any number and
kinds of invasions. Few cultures
could withstand it and survive.
It began with the advent of the
Caliph and his successors, from
Arabia, on to Egypt and the
Mediterranean countries cer-
tainly up to Spain. On the east-
ern side were Iran, Central Asia,
Afghanistan et al but, strictly
speaking, not India. If conver-
sions of the indigenous on any
scale took place, they were well
after the Islamic conquest.

After the Sepoy Mutiny was
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Access to hygiene and sanitation
facilities is a fundamental human
right and one of the key determi-
nants of health. According to the

2017 ‘Household Survey for the Assessment
of Toilet Coverage under Swachh Bharat
Mission’, 39.9 percent of India’s rural pop-
ulation defecates in open and about 26 per-
cent people do not use soap or detergent
to wash their hands afterwards (National
Sample Survey 2019). The challenges in
accessing adequate water supply and san-
itation facilities coupled with poor hygiene
practices lead to a rise in diseases which can
result in higher economic burden, exceed-
ing investments in hygiene and sanitation
systems. 

The sixth Sustainable Development
Goal is to ‘Ensure availability and sustain-
able management of water and sanitation
for all’ by 2030. Since Water, Sanitation and
Hygiene (WASH) programs have a direct
impact on health and socio-economic indi-
cators, they have played a central role in
improving India’s overall health over the
past decades. Hygiene, water and sanita-
tion programs are a proven cost-effective
investment for public health. 

Ever since Independence, WASH
Programs have been synonymous with the
country’s public health agenda. Too many
lives have been lost to preventable diseases
such as malaria, diarrhoea, cholera, small-
pox and other infectious diseases — all
caused by poor hygiene, sanitation and
inadequate water supply. As a result, the
Government of India put emphasis on
improving health indicators with a focused
approach towards water supply and sani-
tation across the country. 

In the 10th five-year plan adopted in
2002, the role of sanitation and hygiene
were intrinsically linked to the objectives
of reducing Infant Mortality Rate (IMR);
Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR); ensur-
ing completion of five years of schooling
for all children by 2007 and providing
potable drinking water in all villages.The
Swachh Bharat Mission and the Jal Jeevan
Mission are two recent government initia-
tives aimed at improving the supply of clean
water and moving the country toward sus-
tainable sanitation standards. While the
Swachh Bharat Mission was aimed at
achieving universal sanitation coverage, the
Jal Jeevan Mission sought to ensure piped
water supply for all households in the coun-
try; providing a significant boost to the
rural water and sanitation industry.
According to  Lancet’s ‘The Global Burden
of Disease’ study, through these efforts India
managed to add quality years of life
expectancy to its people, indicating a sub-
stantial increase in the overall health of the
country.

However, given the wide inequalities in
the social and economic demographics of
the population, India continues to experi-
ence mixed progress in terms of hygiene
and sanitation-related outcomes. 

The economic consequences caused by
inadequate access to sanitation has reper-
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cussions at multiple levels. Along
with loss of GDP, communities suf-
fer due to decreased productivity
and increased expenditure on
healthcare. A World Bank study on
the economic impacts of poor san-
itation in India estimated that the
country lost the equivalent of 6.4
percent of GDP due to inadequate
sanitation. Over 70 percent of it
(�1.75 lakh crore) was accounted for
by premature mortality and health-
related costs. 

While social impacts are diffi-
cult to quantify, some risks are often
exacerbated, affecting the most vul-
nerable groups including women,
children and people with disabili-
ties. For example, poor pregnancy
outcomes, maternal mortality, vio-
lence and psychological stress are
some of the serious consequences
of lack of access to clean water and
sanitation among women and girls.
Inadequate access to WASH can also
lead to vulnerability, rape and
attacks, and the fear of such assaults
can prohibit women and children
from using toilets and sanitary
facilities outside their homes at
night. Similarly, problems of digni-
ty, safety and privacy to maintain
good hygiene get compounded for
disabled persons as they experience
increasing feelings of disgust, fear of
violence, injury and shame due to
lack of proper hygiene services.

To overcome the issues related
to hygiene and sanitation and pre-
vent its negative socio-economic
impacts, communities governments,
private sector and development
partners must make collaborative
efforts towards innovative solu-
tions. Governments and supporting
agencies need to foster innovation,
especially from the commercial
sector, to make hand hygiene a uni-
versal practice in all contexts. To
tackle issues of shortage of water,

inaccessibility and unavailability of
hand washing facilities and soaps,
new solutions are urgently required.
Multi-stakeholder collaborations
in such situations assume an impor-
tant role in providing market knowl-
edge and recommendations on
enhancing hand hygiene and
strengthening WASH facilities. 

A collaboration between the
World Bank, UNICEF, Johns
Hopkins University, USAID and
Unilever to form a Public-Private
Partnership for Handwashing in
2001 is a case in point. More
notably, Unilever has been involved
in tackling epidemics such as
cholera and has been able to reach
over 1.2 billion individuals with pro-
grams and awareness campaigns
through their Hygiene and
Behaviour Change Coalition part-
nerships. Through close collabora-
tions with Government/ public
enterprises, HBCC has been able to
advocate for hand and surface
hygiene among the vulnerable slum
populations even during the
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Interventions to promote hand
hygiene should also be founded on
a thorough understanding of what
people care about, and should
incorporate appropriate social
norms to help build sustainable
habits. The emphasis needs to move
towards a transformative approach
focusing on needs of the commu-
nity, going beyond the benefits of
WASH in sanitation research and
programming and eliminating the
less safe forms of sanitation. Projects
like NISHTHA, USAID’s flagship
health system strengthening project
being implemented by Jhpiego in
partnership with Unilever, support
various state governments in lever-
aging the Health and Wellness
Centres (HWCs) platform under
Ayushman Bharat. One of the key

aspects of this project is the health
and wellness session, where local
communities are educated on the
importance of healthy hygiene.
Considering the local context, this
project leverages on existing limit-
ed resources and funds to establish
handwashing corners and appropri-
ate social norms to strengthen
handwashing behaviours.

Transformative approaches to
hygiene and sanitation require
stronger governance, management
and increased accountability. There
is a need to build capacities of health
workers and sanitation workers, cre-
ate mass awareness among the larg-
er public and collaborate with the
private sector and other partners for
investing in the area of WASH. This
would not only ensure access to san-
itary facilities to households but
would also empower people to
take sustained action at local levels. 

Overall, investments in toilet
usage, hygiene promotion, increased
access to potable water, and effec-
tive waste management are estimat-
ed to save India $32.6 billion (�1.48
trillion) or $29 (�1321) per capita,
according to a Water and Sanitation
Program report. Improved sanita-
tion yields several economic bene-
fits, including direct benefits such
as avoiding illnesses (the sum of
money saved on healthcare expens-
es), indirect economic benefits such
as fewer sick days and a longer lifes-
pan because these benefits permit
people to work more. As estimated
by WHO, every dollar invested in
hygiene and sanitation provides a
return on investment for the soci-
ety of $5.50 due to lower health
costs, increased productivity and
fewer premature deaths. Therefore,
it is imperative to carefully shape
policies and regulations that prior-
itize and adequately fund hygiene
and sanitation.

(Dr Swati Mahajan is 
chief of party, USAID-
NISHTHA project and

leads the comprehensive
primary healthcare portfo-

lio for Jhpiego. Krithika
Murali is leading the 

communication, 
documentation and knowl-
edge management portfolio

for USAID-NISHTHA 
project, implemented by

Jhpiego. The views
expressed are personal.)

December 15, marks the
death anniversary of
the nation’s great unifi-

er, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.
The right tribute will be to
adopt his ideas, actions and
nationalistic spirit. The people
of India will forever remain
indebted to him for his lead-
ership during the freedom
struggle and his vision, wis-
dom, and statesmanship in the
post-Independence era.

Starting his public life
from being a municipal coun-
cilor in Ahmedabad to becom-
ing India’s Home Minister and
Deputy Prime Minister, Patel
had a very granular under-
standing of the various stake-
holders of governance, admin-
istration, their relevance, roles
and responsibilities. His stead-
fast approach to handling the
nation’s complexities made

him a responsible and rea-
soned voice of the masses. 

With unflinching zeal and
rare boldness, he handled the
task of unification of the
princely states. Patel’s diplo-
matic maneuvers secured
“accession” of these states and
provided shape to the nation
by bringing them in line with
the constitutional framework.
The unsuccessful unification of
Kashmir turned out to be a
grave mistake of Jawahar Lal
Nehru under Shaikh
Abdullah’s pressure. On
December 23, 1947, Nehru
took J&K away from Patel’s
charge and placed it under
Gopalaswami Ayyangar. It
hurt Patel deeply and in his
reply to Nehru’s letter, he
expressed his will to resign. All
three stalwarts of the con-
stituent assembly, Bhimrao

Ambedkar, Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee and Sardar Patel,
outrightly opposed J&K’s spe-
cial status from the beginning.

Intra-party power strug-
gles and sheer hollowness of
democratic values of Congress
surfaced while choosing the
Prime Minister of
Independent India. Twelve
out of 15 Congress
Committees chose Sardar
Patel for presidentship, but still
Pandit Nehru was selected.
Socialistic leader Jayaprakash
Narayan once remarked: “If
Sardar Patel, and not Pandit

Nehru, had been the first PM
of India, maybe, Partition of
the country could have been
averted.”

Sardar Patel’s famous let-
ter of November 7, 1950, high-
lights his vigorous criticism of
Nehru’s foreign policy of in the
context to mishandling of
Tibet, China and Kashmir.
This criticism finds conso-
nance with Ambedkar’s vision
of foreign affairs. These
Nehruvian interventions
resulted in Sino-India and
Indo-Pak wars over the course
of our history. The 41-year
delay in posthumously award-
ing Bharat Ratna to the Iron
Man still highlights Congress’s
ill-will towards him. Sardar
Patel was denied his fair share
in history due to a lack of the
rationality of Nehruvian and
leftist historians. Thus, it is

imperative to bring a rational
account of his monumental
legacy to the new generations.

After his task of unifying
India, the Iron Man of India
was instrumental in making
the Steel frame of India, i.e.,
creating a massive administra-
tive grid through the All-
India Services. He also decid-
ed to culturally connect the
shared heritage and ethos of
Indians by reconstructing the
demolished Somnath temple
that would depict the story of
India’s resurgence and victory
of construction over destruc-
tion. Adhering to the ideals of
Sardar Patel, the government
under PM Narendra Modi is
taking initiatives to realise his
goals. The steel frame of India
is further strengthened to pre-
pare future-ready civil ser-
vants through Mission Karam

Yogi. This capacity-building
program aims to overcome the
modern challenges of a tech-
nologically connected world,
facilitate ease of life to citizens,
provide best governance and
emerge as the world’s best
civil service.

The repeal of Article 370
was a well-articulated move to
correct a historic blunder. The
government is fulfilling the
dream of Sardar Patel through
the overall development of
the Somnath temple complex.

On his 143rd birth
anniversary, the ‘Statue of
Unity’, the tallest statue in the
world, was dedicated to the
nation that radiates the wis-
dom of Sardar Patel and
enlightens the path of the pre-
sent as well as future genera-
tions. From 2014 onwards,
his birth anniversary is

observed as National Unity
Day. The Ek Bharat-Shreshtha
Bharat initiative further
strengthens the sustained and
structured cultural connec-
tion between different regions.

It is worth realising that
our forefathers did everything
for the ambience we have
inherited. They had worked
hard to institutionalise the
framework that empowers
individuals to attain their full
potential and collectively scale
new heights for the nation. As
part of the ongoing ‘Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav’, the death
anniversary of Sardar Patel is
the apt moment to recall the
supreme sacrifices of countless
named and unnamed individ-
uals and pay our fitting tribute
by pledging to achieving the
futuristic goals for building a
New India.
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(The writer is Union
Minister of State for 

Culture & Parliamentary
Affairs & represents Bikaner
constituency in Lok Sabha.

The views expressed 
are personal.)
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The Supreme Court directed
the Commission for Air

Quality Management on
Thursday to invite suggestions
of the public and experts about
a permanent solution to the
problem of air pollution in
Delhi-NCR.   

A Bench headed by Chief
Justice NV Ramana took note
of a report filed by the
Commission which informed it
that a decision to lift the ban on
certain industries has been
taken. 

"The committee's report
states measures that have been
taken. So far as construction
activities have been taken it's
been stated that a decision will
be taken tomorrow. We will list
the matter in the first week of
February. Meanwhile, we direct
the commission to invite sug-
gestions of the general public
and experts about a permanent
solution to the pollution," the
bench also comprising Justices
DY Chandrachud and Surya
Kant said. 

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta told the bench that

operation of industrial process-
es related to milk, dairy pro-
cessing, manufacture of drugs,
life-saving medicines and med-
ical equipment has been per-
mitted.  He said some indus-
tries were permitted for eight
hours, some industries said
their nature of industries is
such that eight hours is not suf-
ficient.  "We have asked them
to have a continuous process
but five days not seven days.
And we have staggered indus-
tries so they don't function on
the same days,” Mehta said. 

"Thermal power plants that
are closed will remain shut but
more will not be closed.
Decision on construction activ-
ities will be taken tomorrow.
Hospital constructions are per-
mitted, while trucks, etc con-
tinue to be banned," he sub-
mitted.  

Senior advocate Vikas
Singh, appearing for the peti-
tioners in the case, said only
short term measures have been
proposed and the problem of
air pollution, long term per-
manent measures are needed. 

The bench asked him to
submit suggestions which

would be considered by an
expert group constituted by the
commission. The commission
has told the top court that milk
and dairy processing units,
medicines, drugs and life-sav-
ing equipment industries have
been allowed to resume full-
time operations. 

Besides these, paper and
pulp processing industries have
been allowed to work five
times a week while paddy, rice
industries and textile, garment

units have been permitted to
work five days a week.  The
commission further told the
apex court that power plants
have been permitted to operate
keeping in view the demand for
power. 

The ban on construction
activities, however, will con-
tinue and schools will also
continue to function through
online mode for the time being
which will be reviewed again
on December 17.
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Former Congress president Rahul Gandhi
on Thursday accused the BJP

Government of ignoring the role of then
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in the 1971
War as India celebrates the 50th anniver-
sary of the victory, which he said was
achieved as the country was united then. 

Referring to his grandmother and the
former PM, Rahul said she took "32 bullets
for the country" but her name was not even
mentioned at an event in New Delhi on the
anniversary of the victory over Pakistan.    

Parliament paid tributes to Bangladeshi
freedom fighters and Indian armed forces
on the 50th anniversary of Vijay Diwas,
which celebrates India's victory over
Pakistan in the 1971 war that led to the lib-
eration of Bangladesh. Making a reference
in the Lok Sabha, Speaker Om Birla
remembered the exemplary courage dis-
played by freedom fighters of Bangladesh

as well as the Indian Army, the Navy and
the Air Force.

With Indira not being named in either
of the house of Parliament, Congress mem-
bers raised slogans hailing late prime min-
ister Indira Gandhi for leading the nation
during the 1971 war. In the Rajya Sabha,
Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu said the dis-
play of dauntless courage and gallantry by
Indian armed forces in 1971 is still remem-
bered with pride and zeal across the coun-
try, which continues to inspire the people
of the nation.

Congress accused the Government of
indulging in petty politics by not remem-
bering Indira Gandhi during the Vijay
Diwas celebrations. "It does not make any
difference because I know what she (Indira
Gandhi) did for the country by giving her
blood," Rahul said launching his party's
campaign for the Uttarakhand Assembly
polls during a rally at Parade Ground in
Dehradun. 
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CPI(M) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury on

Thursday urged President Ram
Nath Kovind to remove Jammu
& Kashmir and Ladakh
(J&K&L) High Court's Chief
Justice Pankaj Mithal for
allegedly speaking "against the
Indian Constitution".   While
addressing a programme
organised by advocates’
organisation affiliated
to the RSS on December
5 at Jammu, Mithal
spoke "against the
Constitution of India",
Yechury claimed in his
letter to Kovind. 

"It has been widely report-
ed in the media that Mithal
addressed a seminar organised
by the Akhil Bharatiya
Adhivakta Parishad and said
the following, 'Inclusion of the
terms secular and socialist in
the Preamble of the
Constitution had narrowed
India's spiritual image',"
Yechury said.  "Mithal is further

reported to have said,
'Sometimes, we bring amend-
ments due to our adamancy',"
he noted. 

Utterances against the
country's Constitution by a
High Court Chief justice, that
too from a platform which
preaches a particular ideology,
is an unpardonable offence
which is in violation of the oath
taken by him to carry out his

constitutional functions,
the CPI(M) leader assert-
ed.  "Mithal's conduct
(is) unbecoming of the
constitutional office of
the chief justice that he is
holding (and it) warrants

his immediate removal from
the said office," he said. 

"As the custodian of the
Constitution, as the head of the
State and as the appointing
authority of Mithal, I request
your good self to immediately
set in motion the process for his
removal from office to uphold
the sanctity of the Constitution
and independence of judiciary,"
Yechury said. 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi
led the nation on Thursday in

paying tributes to the armed forces
on the occasion of 50th anniversary
of India defeating Pakistan in the
1971 war.  It led to the creation of
Bangladesh.

Modi laid a wreath and paid his
respects at the National War
Memorial on the occasion of Vijay
Diwas, which is celebrated in com-
memoration of India's victory over
Pakistan in the 1971 war.

Four victory torches (vijay
mashaals), which were taken across
the country during the last one year,
were merged into the 
memorial's eternal flame by the
Prime Minister.

These victory torches, which

were lighted by the Prime Minister
exactly a year ago, were carried to
various parts of India, including to
villages of the awardees of Param
Vir Chakra and Maha Vir Chakra
of the 1971 war, as a part of Golden
Jubilee year celebrations (Swarnim
Vijay Varsh). 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
and chiefs of the three armed forces
were present at the National War
Memorial during the event.  Modi
said on Twitter, "On this special day
of Vijay Diwas, I had the honour of
paying my respects at the National
War Memorial and merging into the
Eternal Flame, the four Vijay
Mashaals which traversed across the
length and breadth of the country
over the course of last one
year."December 16 is celebrated as
Vijay Diwas.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who held a breakfast

meeting with BJP Members of
Parliament from five Southern
States on Thursday asked them
to organise cultural,  sports and
other events in their con-
stituencies to "identify talents"
and to have constant outreach
with the people like a common
man.

He also suggested that they
visit the Kashi-Vishwanath
Corridor that was inaugurated
on Monday and experience its
"glory." Members from  Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu and Kerala inter-
acted with Modi who had sim-
ilar interaction last week  with
the BJP MPs from the North-
East region.

The Prime Minister is
understood to have conveyed
that MPs should be avoiding
airport lounge and instead
stand in queue , meet people
and behave  like a common
man. He encouraged them to
be proactive in their areas
while assuring that he was
there   to win  elections.

The newly inaugurated
Kashi-Vishwanath corridor fig-
ured prominently in the meet-
ing, sources said. 

“The glory and the divin-
ity of Kashi can only be expe-
rienced by visiting it," he is said
to have told  the MPs.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday called

for the adaptation of agriculture
according to new requirements,
new challenges of the journey
till the 100th year of indepen-
dence and urged the farmers to
shift their focus from 'chem-
istry laboratory experiments'
and connect it with the 'natur-
al farming' methods.

The Prime Minister said
that those who will benefit the
most from natural farming,
constitute about 80 percent of
the farmers of the country.
“Those small farmers, who
have less than 2 hectares of
land. Most of these farmers

spend a lot on chemical fertil-
izers. If they turn to natural
farming, their condition will be
better”, PM Modi  said.

Addressing the summit on
natural and zero-budget farm-
ing being held at Anand, in
Gujarat through video confer-
ence, the PM Modi said, "In the
past 7 years, with 'Beej se leke,
bazaar tak' we have introduced
several reforms to modernise
the Indian Krishi sector with
technology and reviving organ-
ic ways to protect mother
nature."  

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and Union
Agriculture Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar were present on
the occasion,

"The time has come to
shift our focus from 'Chemistry
lab experiments' to natural
farming methods in the agri-
culture sector to support our
environment. We have to take
our agriculture out of the lab of
chemistry and connect it to the
lab of nature. When I talk
about nature's laboratory, it is
completely science-based," the
Prime Minister said.

PM Modi said today the
more modern the world is
becoming, the more it is mov-
ing towards 'back to basics'.  “It
means connecting with your
roots. Who understands this
better than all of you farmer
friends? The more we water the
roots, the more the plant

grows”,  PM Modi said. “We
need not only to re-learn the
ancient knowledge of agricul-
ture but also to sharpen it for
modern times. In this direc-
tion, we have to do research
afresh, mould ancient knowl-
edge into the modern scientif-
ic frame”, he said.

“There is no doubt that fer-
tilisers led to green revolution.
But this is also true that we
have to keep working on alter-
natives. The main reason for
this is we have to import fer-
tilisers for other countries,
which increases the cost of
farming. Hence, there is a need
to be aware (about natural
farming),” PM Modi said.

Citing the prevalent

notions of burning crop residue,
Modi also expressed concern
over the issue of stubble burn-
ing, saying the practice would
actually harm the productivity
of the agricultural land. He said
time has now come to "correct
the mistakes" that have become
part of farming. He said that
this happens despite experts
having established that by set-
ting fire to the field, the earth
loses its fertile capacity.

"It is a fact that fertilizers
have played a crucial role in the
green revolution. But it is also
imperative to work on their
alternatives. It is the right time
to take big steps before the
issues related to farming
become severe," the PM said.
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Taking cue from the rapid
surge in new Omicron vari-

ant cases in various countries
and in India where tally has
touched to 73, an alarmed
Center has asked the States and
Union Territories to monitor
their availability of oxygen
supply, equipment, ventilators
and concentrators among other
things on a daily basis to ensure
that there is absolute pre-
paredness to tackle any rise in
the number of infections.

In India, Omicron cases
are gradually inching up. From
25 on December 4, the cases
have risen to 73 with more
States coming into its grip. In
the wake of the rapid spread of
the ‘super-variant’, Omicron,
Maharashtra recorded 32 cases
till Wednesday — the highest
in the country — prompting
the state government to extend
the Covid-safety curbs in
Mumbai till December 31 with
new rules. Rajasthan was sec-
ond on the list with 17 cases.

In a review meeting with
the states and UTs on
Wednesday, Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan advised states
to ensure the gap between
equipment and systems deliv-

ered to the districts and
installed at the healthcare facil-
ities is reduced to zeroStates
have also been asked to con-
duct mock drills of all installed
and commissioned PSA plants
to ensure that they are fully
operational so that oxygen of
required quantity, pressure and
purity reaches the intended
patients at their bedside. These
drills are to be completed by the
end of December, the health
ministry said.

Uninterrupted supply of
medical oxygen in sufficient
quantity is of critical impor-
tance to tackle the Covid-19
pandemic, the Centre said.

While equipment and sys-
tems have been sanctioned
and delivered, in many states
these have not been sent to dis-
trict health facilities and when
delivered, some have not been
made functional, Bhushan said.

State nodal officers were
requested to streamline coor-
dination with the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO), HLL
Infra Tech Services Limited
(HITES) and Central Medical
Services Society (CMSS) for
resolution of electricityrelated
and site- related issues for
ensuring quick operationalisa-
tion of the entire medical oxy-

gen supply infrastructure sup-
plied to them.

So far, a total of 3,236 PSA
plants have been installed in the
country from various sources
with a total commissioned oxy-
gen capacity of 3,783 MT.
Moreover, 1,14,000 oxygen con-
centrators are being provided to
states under PM-CARES (1
lakh) and 14,000 from
Emergency Covid Relief Package
(ECRP-II), the government said.

It was also pointed out
that ECRP-II funds have been
sanctioned to them for instal-
lation of 958 LMO storage
tanks and medical gas pipeline
systems in 1,374 hospitals.
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With the emergence of
Covid-19, an estimated

375.8 million people in the
Asia and the Pacific region
faced hunger in 2020, which is
nearly 54 million more people
than in 2019, according to a
joint report just published by
the Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO), and the
UN Children’s Fund
(UNICEF).

According to the 2021
Asia and the Pacific Regional
Overview of Food Security
and Nutrition, in this region
alone, more than 1.1 billion
people did not have access to
adequate food in 2020 — an
increase of almost 150 million
people in just one year.

“This most recent report
on the state of food security
and nutrition in Asia and the
Pacific tells a grim story. The
high cost of a healthy diet and
persistently high levels of
poverty and income inequal-
ity continue to hold healthy

diets out of reach for 1.8 bil-
lion people in this region,”
wrote Jong-Jin Kim, Assistant
Director General and Regional
Representative for Asia-Pacific
at FAO, in the report.

The report stated that the
region was already facing a
“quite discouraging” food
security and nutrition situation
in 2019. Progress had stalled in
reducing the number of
undernourished, and the
prevalence of certain nutri-
tional indicators, such as stunt-
ing in children under five
years of age, was much too
high.

But Covid worsened the
situation. Besides increasing
infections, the containment
measures led to a major con-
traction of economic activity
around the globe. Disruption
in food supply chains added to
the problems.

The report also lauded
the response of governments
on the social protection mea-
sures they put in place during
the crisis. However, they noted

that in building back better
food environments, future
agri-food systems will have to
provide better production,
better nutrition, a better envi-
ronment and better lives.

“Our focus must revolve
around the needs of small-
scale family farmers in the
region, as well as the needs of
other vulnerable groups such
as indigenous people, women
and youth. These are the peo-
ple that produce the nutritious
food that everyone needs to
eliminate malnutrition,” wrote
Marcoluigi Corsi, Regional
Director of East Asia and the
Pacific region, UNICEF.

While commitments have
been made to ensure recovery,
and there are opportunities to
begin the hard work of
advancing food security and
nutrition through transform-
ing agri-food systems, imple-
menting these will be key to
meet the second Sustainable
Development Goal, SDG2, to
eradicate food insecurity and
malnutrition, the report said.
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Resident doctors in health-
care institutions under the

platform of the Federation of
Resident Doctors' Association
(FORDA) have threatened to
withdraw  from all services,
including routine and emer-
gency services, from
December 17 over their
demand of urgent hearing of
NEET PG counseling 2021,
which is pending before the
Supreme Court.

The FORDA has written
to Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya, in this
regard. The resident doctors'
associations across the nation
have been protesting since
November 27 against the mul-
tiple postponement of the
NEET PG counseling and the
subsequent admission of the
fresh batch of resident doctors
in the medical colleges. The
RDAs have boycotted emer-
gency and routine services in
hospitals from December 6.

However, the federation
announced to suspend its agi-
tation for one week after get-
ting positive assurance from
the Health Ministry on
December 9.

The federation has said in
the letter that the resident

doctors across the nation have
waited patiently since the agi-
tation was put on hold on
December 9 for one week fol-
lowing assurance of expediting
the NEET PG counseling and
considering multiple factors,
including patient care.

With the threat of the
third wave of Covid-19 loom-
ing large, the best the author-
ities could have done was to
expedite the counseling and a
subsequent admission process,
but instead there is inaction
and lack of urgency in the
matter, the letter read.

Urging the Health
Ministry to take the measures
for fast-tracking court hear-
ings and for expediting
NEETA PG counseling and
admission process, the feder-
ation said that it is left with no
choice but to go for withdrawal
from all services, routine as
well as emergency, in the
healthcare institutions from
December 17.

Admissions for NEET PG
have been delayed due to the
dispute over revising the
income criteria for the
Economically Weaker Sections
(EWS) quota. Approximately
16 lakh candidates too are
waiting for the NEET UG
Counselling 2021 this year.
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India and France will discuss
at length maritime security

including the Indo-Pacific
region during the talks here on
Friday between visiting
Defence Minister Florence
Parly and her Indian counter-
part Rajnath Singh.

France on Thursday said
the visit of its Defence Minister
to India highlights its "central-
ity" in the French strategy for
the Indo-Pacific and called for
friendly powers to unitedly
defend the rule of law and
reject all forms of "hegemony"
in the region.  The Pioneer had
reported about the visit on
Wednesday.

Parly will hold extensive
talks with Rajnath with a focus
on maritime security coopera-
tion in the Indo-Pacific, indus-
trial partnership and ways to
deal with the threat of terror-
ism, the French Embassy said.

It said she will call on
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and also meet National Security
Advisor(NSA)SA Ajit Doval
particularly for discussions on

regional security issues.  The
two had met in November
during Doval’s visit to Paris

Parly visited India in
September last year primarily
to attend a eremony in Ambala
that was held to induct the first
batch of five Rafale jets into the
Indian Air Force.

The embassy said that
since then, a total of 33 Rafale
jets have been delivered to
India "all perfectly on schedule
despite the disruptions of the
pandemic". 

"The minister will reiter-
ate France's commitment to
strengthening India's defence
industrial base and its willing-
ness to offer the best of its tech-
nology with a high 'Make In
India' component," it said.

In a statement, the embassy
said she will be on an official
visit to India on Friday to
strengthen Indo-French strate-
gic and defence ties. 

"This visit highlights
France's engagement in the
Indo-Pacific and the centrali-
ty of India in the French strat-
egy. It comes in the wake of
several major bilateral air, navy,

and army exercises this year,"
the embassy said.

There have been growing
global concerns over China's
increasing military muscle-
flexing in the Indo-Pacific
region.  "In this respect,
Minister Parly will detail the
recently unveiled EU Strategy
for Cooperation in the Indo-
Pacific that brings a multiplier
effect to this comprehensive
approach for the region," the
embassy said. 

"Upon taking the presi-
dency of the Council of the
European Union on January 1,
2022, France will make the
Indo-Pacific and India a key
priority," it said.

The embassy said the "in-
depth talks" she will have in
India will cover all aspects of
the wide-ranging Indo-French
defence ties.  It said the areas
to be covered in the talks will
include operational defence
cooperation, particularly mar-
itime security in the Indo-
Pacific, industrial and techno-
logical partnership in line with
Make in India and counter-ter-
rorism cooperation. 
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Chitrakoot: Rooting for 'ghar
wapsi', RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat administered an oath
to a congregation of Hindus to
work for the return of those
who had left the religion and
exhorted those seeking power
to shed arrogance.

“To get power, there is a
need to work among the peo-
ple, not have arrogance,”
Bhagwat said on Wednesday
while taking part in a three-day
"Hindu Ekta Mahakumbh"
here.

The participants also
pledged to protect the “mod-
esty and honour of Hindu sis-
ters” and strengthen Hindu
society by rising above the
divisions of caste and lan-
guage.

Spiritual guru Sri Sri Ravi
Shankar and Hindutva leader
Sadhvi Rithambara were
among the seers from across
the country who attended the
gathering.

“From the `sankalpsthali'
(place of resolution) of Lord
Ram, the ‘dharma yodhas' of
Hindu culture take a pledge to
work for the protection, pro-
motion and security of the
sacred Hindu religion, culture
and society throughout life,"
the RSS chief said.

The gathering vowed to
work for the return to the
Hindu fold of those who had
converted to other faiths.

It pledged "not to allow
any Hindu brother to get alien-
ated from Hindu religion and
work for the ghar wapasi
(return) of those who left
Hindu religion and went some-
where else, and make them
family members."

Bhagwat said, "While prac-
tising dharma and working
selflessly without ego, one gets
success even in the most diffi-
cult tasks." PTI

New Delhi: The Vishva Hindu
Parishad on Thursday demand-
ed ban on the Tablighi Jamaat
in India and "crackdown" on
Darul Uloom Deoband and
Popular Front of India as they
provide ‘direct or indirect nour-
ishment’ to Jamaat.

In a statement, the VHP, a
saffron outfit, also demanded
that the Nizamuddin Markaz
building in Delhi and the bank
accounts associated with it
should be sealed, and its ‘eco-
nomic sources and resources’
should be found out and
plugged.

"Not only Bharat (India)
but the whole world is in a seri-
ous trouble today due to the
transgressions of the Tablighi
Jamaat and its Nizamuddin

Markaz," it alleged.
"The VHP demands a

complete ban on Tablighis,
Tablighi Jamaat and Ijtema
(religious congregation) in
India be imposed," the VHP
said, alleging that the Tablighi
Jamaat is a manufacturing hub
of "radical Islamic Jihadism" as
well as a host and patron of
global terrorism.

The VHP also demanded
that authorities "crackdown on
institutions and organisations
like Darul Uloom Deoband
and PFI (Popular Front of
India) that give direct or indi-
rect nourishment to Tablighis,
Tablighi Jamaat and Ijtema".

"The building of
Nizamuddin Markaz and the
bank accounts associated with
it should be sealed. Their eco-
nomic sources and resources
should be found out and
plugged," the saffron outfit
added.

Saudi Arabia has banned
the Tablighi and Da'wah group,
also known as Al Ahbab, call-

ing it "danger to society and
one of the gates of terrorism".

However, it was unclear if
the Saudi Arabian govern-
ment's tweets earlier this
month were directed at the
Tablighi Jamaat group. Muslim
organisations and clerics in
India have reacted over reports
of Saudi Arabia's reported ban
on Tablighi Jamaat.

VHP working president
Alok Kumar claimed that the
Saudi Arabian government has
imposed a ban "the Jamaat" and
welcomed the move.

"This radical Islamic fun-
damentalist organisation is
already banned in many coun-
tries of the world including
Russia," he said, adding that
"despite this, instead of wel-
coming the decision of the
Saudi government, some
Bharatiya (Indian) Muslim
organisations, with their
protests against it, have exposed
themselves and made their
role in terror-rearing and fos-
tering quite clear". PTI
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Aday after Durga Puja won
the UNESCO world her-

itage tag Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Wednesday attacked the saffron
leadership for criticising her all
these years for allegedly not let-
ting Hindu festivals take place
in her State.

“Some people (read the
BJP leadership) now have egg
on their face …Some people
used to spread canards against
me saying ‘Mamata does not
allow Durga Puja and other fes-
tivals in Bengal … now that the
UNESCOhas put Durga Pujas
on world heritage list what
these people have to say … they
should blacken their faces in
shame,” the Chief Minister said
adding “you can abuse Mamata
… but can abuse UNESCO …
I have only one mantra … fight
against these evil forces … I
have created three generations
that will continue to fight
against theseforces.”

Addressing an election
rally in support of TMC can-
didates in Kolkata Municipal
Corporation elections Banerjee
said “days are coming when-
these people who criticize us
will be shamed by more such
honours that we will win … we
have already won internation-
al awards for Kanya Shree… we
will soon win awards like the
social schemes like Laxmir
Bhandar, Duare Sarkar and
other farmer and worker-
friendly programmes.”

Announcing a �24,000
crore programme for the devel-
opment of Kolkata she said the
whole city would be linked
with a maze of f lyovers
adding“tomorrow Bengal will
be known for its massive devel-
opment … we willbe number
one not only in India but all
over the world.”

Vouching for the industri-
al projects in Bengal she said
“we have created a Silicon
Valley in Salt Lake where TCS
is going to employ 50,000 peo-

ple … similarly Deucha
Pachami coal project will see
employment of 1 lakh youth.”

Saying that Bengal was the
only State in India where the
retiredGovernment servants
still got pension she claimed
“the Centre was pressuring me
to discontinue such schemes
but I refused.” 

She also said that by 2024
all households in Kolkata
would get drinking waterline
and additional 200 water
pumps would be installed in
the city to rid water logging.

KMC elections are going to
take place on December 19.
Results will bedeclared on 21st
December.

Meanwhile, the Calcutta
High Court on Wednesday
rejected the BJP’s plea seeking
central forces saying such deci-
sion was for the State Election
Commission to take. The saf-
fron outfit immediately
appealed before the Division
Bench and the case was to be
heard on .
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Despite claims by the State
administration that Covid-

19 was well under control,
Kerala is in the grip of fear as
four persons have been diag-
nosed with Omicron till
Thursday evening. 

The health sector in the
State has come to a standstill as
the indefinite agitation by the
Government Doctors demand-
ing better service conditions
entered the ninth day while
house surgeons and post grad-
uate doctors continued their
strike for the third day.

A release by Veena George,
the Kerala Health Minister, on
Thursday said that 3,404 per-
sons were diagnosed with
Covid-19 during the last 24
hours. 

The death toll till Thursday,
according to the minister, was
43,946.

The Ernakulam District
administration has issued a
red alert following reports that

a person who reached Kochi
airport from Congo on
December 7 was diagnosed
with omicron. 

The passenger instead of
undergoing self-quarantine vis-
ited many public places includ-
ing malls, restaurants and cin-
emas, according to the route
map released by the district
administration on 
Thursday.

The tourism sector in the
State suffered a serious setback
as it was disclosed by office
bearers of Kerala Homestay
and Tourism Society saying
that more than 50 per cent of
bookings by travelers have
been canceled fearing surge of
Covid-19 and omicron cases in
the State. 

The months of December
and January see heavy tourist
inflow into the State, especial-
ly to Thiruvananthapuram and
Kollam districts which are
known for their panoramic
beaches and reserve 
forests.
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Kota: The BJP on Thursday held
the Congress Government
responsible for the State having
the "highest" unemployment rate
in the country and accused it of
turning the Rajasthan Public
Service Commission into
'Rishtedaar' Public Service
Commission.

It also alleged that the state
had registered an all-time high
number of crime cases in the last
one year and that the govern-
ment had breached the promis-
es of waving farmers' loan and
providing public safety.

"The Congress government
has been recruiting candidates
for the job vacancies released
during the BJP dispensation,"
BJP's state chief Satish Punia said,
adding, "Despite this, the
Rajasthan Public Service
Commission (RPSC) has
become Rishtedaar (relatives)
Public Service Commission with
gross irregularities in recent
REET and other exams." 

Punia was making a veiled
reference to allegations that for-
mer education minister Govind
Singh Dotasra had recruited
two of his relatives in the
Rajasthan Administrative
Services during his tenure. PTI
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chief minister further said, “Samajwad is the biggest
superstition of modern era and is present amidst us in
many shades and colours like parivarvadi samajwaad,
mafiawadi samajwad, dangawadi samajwad and
aatankwadi samajwadi. The people of UP have realised
that Samajwadi is ‘red alert’ and it’s right time to get rid
of this menace.”

Quoting spiritual Guru Acharya Rajneesh, Yogi said,
“Samajwad turns a rich man to poor, a poor into slave,
cheats into intellectuals and for its own petty interest it
makes its leaders powerful. India needs only Ram Rajya,
neither socialism nor communism as only Ram Rajya
is sarvkalik, sarvdeshik and eternal.”

Defending the renaming of districts and accusing
Samajwadi Party of insulting Dr BR Ambedkar and
Bahujan Samaj Party founder Kanshiram, the chief min-
ister said, “Samajwadi Party insulted Baba Saheb
Ambedkar and BSP founder Kanshiram by changing the
names of institutions named after the two great ions of
India. Samajwadi Party insulted Sardar Patel, the unifi-
er of India, and eulogised mass murderer Jinnah who
instigated partition. Insulting symbols of Sanatan dhar-
ma and patronising terrorists has been the hallmark of
Samajwadi Party. It’s a matter of pride for us that we got
the opportunity to erase the symbols of Islamic slavery
and change the name of Faizabad to Ayodhya and
Allahabad to Prayagraj,” Yogi said.

Asserting that shilanyas of the Ram temple at
Ayodhya was a matter of pride for all, the chief minis-
ter said, “When Hindu identity has asserted itself then
all political parties are claiming the cultural and spiri-
tual heritage of Bhagwan Ram but they shied away from
welcoming Prime Minister Narendra Modi when he laid
the foundation stone of Ram temple at Ayodhya. All polit-
ical parties should have warmly welcomed the prime
minister on August 5, 2019 when he laid the foundation
stone of Ram temple. After all the laying of the foun-
dation stone of the temple marked erasing of the sym-
bol of slavery and construction of a new symbol of
national pride and identity,” the chief minister argued.

Referring to the links of Samajwadi Party with crim-
inals, Yogi said, “The exasperation of SP is visible when
the bulldozers clear public land occupied by the mafia.
But this party remains silent on the suicide by farmers,
death of children due to encephalitis and injustice against
the poor and disadvantaged sections of society.”

Taking a jibe at SP chief Akhilesh Yadav, the chief
minister said, “Our government respects elderly people
and does not throw or discard them. Our government
has increased the old age pension from Rs 500 to Rs 1,000
per month.”

In January, 2017, Akhilesh had toppled his father
Mulayam Singh Yadav from the top post of president of
Samajwadi Party and took over the mantle.

Lauding the role of the frontline workers in fight-
ing COVID-19 pandemic, Yogi said, “The  primary
health workers, ASHA bahus, Anganwadi workers, vil-
lage chowkidar, shiksha mitras, sanitation workers
played a stellar role in fighting the pandemic and the state
government would soon announce a hike in their emol-
uments and other facilities.’’
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The initial data, published online and not yet peer-
reviewed, came from experiments using lung tissue sam-
ples taken from patients during surgery. By 24 hours, the
Omicron variant had replicated about 70 times more than
Delta and the original variant. Although the bronchus
is not the upper respiratory system, scientists said this
could lead to people shedding more virus and passing
on infections more easily.

The findings, together with other recent work show-
ing Omicron infects cells more readily, add to an emerg-
ing picture that the variant may be intrinsically more
transmissible in addition to evading existing immuni-
ty.

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General of
WHO, has already pointed out that “seventy-seven coun-
tries have now reported cases of Omicron, and the real-
ity is that Omicron is probably in most countries, even
if it hasn’t been detected yet. Omicron is spreading at a
rate we have not seen with any previous variant.”

The European Centre for Disease Prevention and
Control (ECDC) said modeling projections of the HK
study point to an imminent rapid spread of Omicron and
that it will probably be the dominant variant in the first

2 months of 2022.
Echoing what the HKU lung tissue researchers said,

the ECDC said even if the severity is the same as or lower
than Delta, exponential Omicron growth could outweigh
any of those benefits. It said the threat of further spread
and its impact on public health are very high. 
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If the same principle or tradition is followed,

General Naravane may become the next CDS given his
seniority.  As Army chief, his tenure is till March next
year.

The Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) headed
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi had reviewed the fall
out of the accident on December 8, including the appoint-
ment of a new CDS.  However, no decision was taken,
sources said here on Thursday.

Given the current situation on the Line of Actual
Control(LAC) in Ladakh with stand-offs with China on
for the last nearly two years and the Line of Control
(LOC) with Pakistan, the post of CDS cannot remain
vacant for long, sources said. The Government is well-
aware of this and may announce the new CDS in the next
few days, they added.
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Layak had also won a gold and silver at the Jharkhand
State Rifle Championship.

Earlier this year, Konica was gifted a German-man-
ufactured rifle by actor Sonu Sood after he was briefed
about her struggles.

She was training at Karmakar’s academy for a nom-
inal fee. Her family members are learned to have reached
Kolkata. Sood had gifted her the rifle so she could take
part in the Nationals and other competitions.

“Sonu Sood sir, my rifle is here. There is a wave of
happiness in my family and the entire village is bless-
ing you. May you live long,” an elated Layak had tweet-
ed after receiving the gun amid the COVID-19 pandemic.

This is the fourth case of death by suicide in recent
months, in the shooting fraternity, raising serious
questions.

Recently, young pistol shooter Khushpreet Kaur
Sandhu, who had made her junior India debut at the last
World Championship in Lima, committed suicide after
registering low scores at the Nationals.

Before that, two more shooters - Hunardeep Singh
Sohal and Namanveer Singh Brar - also took the extreme
step.
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Indrani’s claim came after nearly four years after
Special CBI court framed charges against Indrani, her
then husband and erstwhile media baron Peter and her
former husband Sanjeev Khanna in the Sheena murder
case, thus paving way for the start of the trial in the sen-
sational crime.

The prosecution’s case is that Indrani, along with
Sanjeev and her driver Rai - who has turned an approver
in the case -- had allegedly “kidnapped” Sheena between
6.30 p.m. and 7.30 p.m. on April 24, 2012, from Bandra
(west) in their car. Sheena was allegedly strangulated in
the car on the same evening and that on the following
morning they carried the body of the deceased packed
in a bag (which they had kept in the rear side of the car)
to the jungles of Gogade Khurd village off the Khopoli-
Pen Road, where they doused the bag with petrol and
set it on fire.  

Indrani is the key accused in the Sheena murder case.
Indrani’s former husband Sanjeev and her second hus-
band Peter are two other accused in the case. 

Peter, who was not present at the site of crime, was
charged with having been involved in a conspiracy
hatched by Indrani to eliminate her daughter. He has also
been charged with destruction of evidence in the case.

Sheena was the daughter of Indrani from her first
live-in partner Siddhartha Das. Incidentally, Sheena was
in a live-in relationship with Rahul Mukerjea, the son
of Peter - a relationship which the CBI has stated in its
affidavit both Indrani and Peter had disapproved of.

The CBI - which took over the investigations into
the Sheena murder case from the Mumbai police on
September 29, 2015 - had on November 19, 2015 filed
a comprehensive charge-sheet, running into 1,000-odd
pages, against Indrani, her former husband Sanjeev and
driver Rai. 

Initially, there were four accused in the Sheena mur-
der case - Indrani, her former husband Sanjeev, her dri-
ver Rai and Peter. Of them, Rai was granted pardon and
made an approver in the case on June 20, 2016.

On February 16, 2016, the CBI filed a supplemen-
tary charge-sheet against Peter in the Sheena murder case
for various offences in connection with the killing of his
step-daughter.

On January 17, 2017, a Special CBI court framed
charges against Indrani, Peter and Sanjeev in the
Sheena murder case, thus paving way for the start of the
much-awaited trial in the sensational crime.

The prosecution listed 52 witnesses in its original
charge-sheet and two supplementary charge-sheets
filed in the case.  It submitted the statement of a witness
(witness number 32) in a sealed envelope to the court.

The three accused - Indrani, Peter and Sanjeev - are
being tried for offences under 120 -b (criminal con-
spiracy), 364 (kidnapping), 302 (murder), 34 (acts done
by several persons in furtherance of common intention),
203 (giving false information in respect of an offence)
and 201 (causing disappearance of evidence) of the Indian
Penal Code.

In addition, Indrani and Sanjeev are being tried for
offences registered against them under 307 (attempt to
murder) and 120(B) (criminal conspiracy) of IPC for
plotting to kill her son and Sheena’s brother Mikhail Bora.
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The President said history will always be a witness
to the unique foundation of India-Bangladesh friend-
ship which is forced in the people’s war that liberated
Bangladesh.

He said the world learnt a valuable lesson that the
will of the majority of people cannot be subjugated by
any force, however brutal. Indeed, seldom has human-
ity witnessed sacrifices on a scale so epic as during the
1971 war of liberation, he said. 

Meanwhile, the Indian Parliament also  paid trib-
utes to Bangladeshi freedom fighters and Indian Armed
forces on the 50th anniversary of Vijay Diwas, which cel-
ebrates India’s victory over Pakistan in the 1971 war that
led to the liberation of Bangladesh. Making a reference
in the Lok Sabha, Speaker Om Birla remembered the
exemplary courage displayed by freedom fighters of
Bangladesh as well as the Indian Army, the Navy and
the Air Force.

With names of  Indira not mentioned in either
of the House of Parliament, Congress members raised
slogans hailing  the late Prime Minister Indira for
leading the nation during the 1971 war. In the Rajya
Sabha, Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu said the display
of dauntless courage and gallantry by Indian Armed
forces in 1971 is still remembered with pride and zeal
across the country, which continues to inspire the peo-
ple of the nation.

Meanwhile, accusing the Government of ignoring
the role of Indira in the 1971 War, Rahul Gandhi said
she took “32 bullets for the country” but her name was
not even mentioned at a government event in New Delhi
on the anniversary of the victory over Pakistan.    

“It does not make any difference because I know what
she (Indira) did for the country by giving her blood,”
Rahul said launching his party’s campaign for the
Uttarakhand Assembly polls during a rally at Parade
Ground in Dehradun.  Congress rally at Parade Ground
comes days after Modi held a rally at the venue. 

He said the credit for the 1971 war victory, which
came in just 13 days, does not go exclusively go to the
Army, Navy or the political leadership of the day, it goes
to the “united fight put up by Indians regardless of their
cast or religion”.

Lakhs of families donated gold to the Government
of the day to strengthen the fight against Pakistan, he
said. The Congress leader said helicopters and fighter
aircrafts do not strengthen a country. “A country
becomes strong when its people are strong,” he said.

“The way thousands of families in Uttarakhand lose
their kin battling for the country’s honour, my family too
has made sacrifices. This is my relationship with
Uttarakhand,” he said. Rahul said while travelling to
Dehradun, he was thinking what kind of relationship he
has with Uttarakhand.

“I thought of the few years I spent here as a student
of the Doon School, during which I got a lot of your love.
I was also reminded of two dates — October 31— when
my grandmother became a martyr and — May 21—
when my father was assassinated. And the word that
struck me was sacrifice,” he added.

Rahul said he was at school when he was told that

his grandmother received 32 bullet wounds. “Such calls
are received by thousands of families in Uttarakhand
when their kin make the supreme sacrifice to safeguard
the country,” he said.

But families that have made no sacrifice for the nation
cannot feel this, he said. They cannot feel what it means
to lose a father or an uncle, the Congress leader said.

AICC general secretary Priyanka Gandhi said,
“Our first and only woman Prime Minister Indira is being
left out of the misogynist BJP Government’s Vijay Diwas
celebrations.” 

“Modi, women don’t believe your platitudes. Your
patronising attitude is unacceptable. It’s about time you
started giving women their due,”  said Priyanka.
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SP founder Mulayam Singh Yadav was also present
at Shivpal’s residence before Akhilesh reached there. The
two parties had indicated that an alliance was on the
cards. While Akhilesh had said he would give due hon-
our to his uncle and his partymen, Shivpal has in the
past said he is prepared to merge his party with the SP.

The relationship between uncle and nephew had
gone sour in 2016, with the sacking of Shivpal from the
Cabinet by Akhilesh when he was the Chief Minister.
Akhilesh became the SP president in January 2017, in
a coup against his father and party founder Mulayam.
Later, Shivpal formed the PSPL.

The SP, which came a distant second in the 2017
Assembly polls, has sealed a bouquet of alliances with
regional parties and is seen as the most credible chal-
lenger to the BJP’s dominance in UP. Most recently, it
stitched an alliance with the Rashtriya Lok Dal.
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The decision is based on the recommendation of a
four-member task force led by former Samata Party chief
Jaya Jaitly.

Speaking about the recommendation, Jaitly said there
were two main reasons that were focussed on.

“If we talk about gender equity and gender empow-
erment in every field, we cannot leave marriage out
because this is a very odd message that a girl can be fit
to be married at 18 that cuts away her opportunity to
go to college, and the man has the opportunity to pre-
pare himself for life and earning up to 21 years,” she told
PTI. “We should give the girl an opportunity to earn and
be equal to a man and she cannot become equal at 18
years when man has 21 years to do that. Secondly, we
took opinions from lots of people, but the main people
who were most attentive were the stakeholders them-
selves.
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The Metro Man stressed he was totally opposed to
the K-Rail (the semi high speed rail route between
Kasaragod and Thiruvananthapuram) saying it was a sure
recipe to ecological disaster. “It will not do any good to
the people of Kerala other than making thousands home-
less,” Dr Sreedharan said.

But Surendran, reacting to Dr Sreedharan’s decision,
said it would not make any change in the BJP’s fortunes
in the State. “I nominated him to the national council
taking into account his professional experience and com-
petence. He was also fielded as a candidate in the
Palakkad Assembly constituency but he failed,” Surendran
told reporters.

Dr Sreedharan was welcomed by the general pub-
lic with enthusiasm when he had declared his intention
to contest the Assembly election. He was even described
as the future chief minister of the State.

The Metro Man and Dr Jacob Thomas, former direc-
tor general of police, were the two star personalities the
BJP fielded during the Assembly election. Though there
were expectations about these men of integrity, both of
them finished third in the bout. With Sreedharan bid-
ding farewell to the BJP, it is widely believed that Dr
Thomas too may follow suit. The Kerala unit of the BJP
is a house divided with the “top leaders’ hating each other
and trying to outsmart the other.

�
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Two local terrorists belonging to
the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) off-

shoot- The Resistance Front (TRF)

were eliminated by the joint team of
security forces in an overnight
encounter in Kulgam on Thursday.
Around 180 terrorists have been
eliminated by the security forces
since January 2021.

Meanwhile, the Union Territory
administration Thursday also
replaced the district police Chief in
Srinagar in a major reshuffle in the
police department.

A 2012 batch IPS officer from

Manipur cadre, Rakesh Balwal has
been appointed as SSP Srinagar in
place of Sandeep Choudhary. For last
three years Balwal was serving in the
National Investigation Agency in J&k
and was part of the probe team which

investigated Pulwama terror attack
and other cases. He recently com-
pleted his stint with the NIA and was
awaiting posting.

The district police chiefs of
Poonch, Rajouri,Ramban,

Udhampur have also been replaced
by the  UT administration in the
much awaited reshuffle. A total
number of 27 police officers were
transferred by the Home depart-
ment.
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Washington: The new omi-
cron coronavirus mutant
speeding around the world
may bring another wave of
chaos, threatening to further
stretch hospital workers
already struggling with a surge
of delta cases and upend hol-
iday plans for the second year
in a row.

The White House on
Wednesday insisted there is no
need for a lockdown because
vaccines are widely available
and appear to offer protection
against the worst conse-
quences of the virus.

But even if omicron proves
milder on the whole than
delta, it may disarm some of
the life-saving tools available
and put immune-compro-
mised and elderly people at
particular risk as it begins a
rapid assault on the United
States. “Our delta surge is
ongoing and, in fact, acceler-
ating. And on top of that, we're
going to add an omicron
surge,” said Dr Jacob Lemieux,
who monitors variants for a
research collaboration led by
Harvard Medical School.

“That's alarming, because
our hospitals are already fill-
ing up. Staff are fatigued,”
leaving limited capacity for a
potential crush of COVID-19
cases “from an omicron wave
superimposed on a delta
surge.”

Most likely, he and other
experts said at a press briefing

Tuesday, an omicron surge is
already under way in the
United States, with the latest
mutant coronavirus outpacing
the nation's ability to track it.

Based on specimens col-
lected last week, the Centres
for Disease Control and
Prevention said omicron
accounted for about 3% of
genetically-sequenced coron-
aviruses nationally.
Percentages vary by region,
with the highest – 13% – in the
New York/New Jersey area.

But Harvard experts said
these are likely underestimates
because omicron is moving so
fast that surveillance attempts
can't keep up.

Globally, more than 75
countries have reported con-
firmed cases of omicron. In
the United States, 36 states
have detected the variant.

Meanwhile, delta is surg-
ing in many places, with hot
spots in New England and the
upper Midwest. The five states
with the highest two-week
rolling average of cases per
100,000 people are New
Hampshire, Rhode Island,
Michigan, Minnesota and
Vermont.

Universities are abruptly
closing classrooms during
finals week with infections
multiplying at a fast rate. The
NBA is postponing games and
the NFL had its worst two-day
outbreak since the start of the
pandemic, with dozens of

players infected.
Outside the US, the pres-

ident of the European Union
said omicron will become the
dominant variant in a month
and declared that “once again,
this Christmas will be over-
shadowed by the pandemic”.

Scientists around the
world are racing to understand
omicron, which has a large
number of worrisome muta-
tions in important regions of
its genetic structure that could
affect how well it spreads from
person to person. How quick-
ly the number of cases dou-
bles, known as “doubling time”,
can give a preview of what the
disease burden could be in a
few weeks.

CDC Director Rochelle
Walensky said Wednesday that
early data suggests omicron is
more transmissible than delta,
with a doubling time of about
two days. In Britain, where
omicron cases are doubling
every two to three days, the
variant is expected to soon
replace delta as the dominant
strain in the country.

“The data out of the UK
are quite alarming at this
point,” and foreshadow what's
to come in the United States,
said Bronwyn MacInnis, direc-
tor of pathogen genomic sur-
veillance at the Broad Institute
of MIT and Harvard. For
example, she said, by Tuesday
afternoon, omicron was
already the most common

variant in London.
In many ways, omicron

remains a mystery. Hints are

emerging from South Africa,
where it was first reported,
indicating it may cause less

severe disease than delta but
be better at evading vaccines.

But, MacInnis warned:

“There's much more that we
don't know about this variant
than we do, including the

severity.”
At the same time, Lemieux

said, there seem to be fewer
tools to fight it. Some mono-
clonal antibody treatments
don't work as well against
omicron in lab tests, Lemieux
said. Vaccines appear to offer
less protection, although CDC
officials said booster shots
strengthen that protection.

Dr Anthony Fauci, the
nation's top infectious dis-
ease expert, said Wednesday
there is no need, for now, for
an omicron-specific booster
shot. The two-dose mRNA
vaccines, the Pfizer and
Moderna shots, still appear to
offer considerable protection
against hospitalization from
omicron, Fauci said.

“If we didn't have these
tools, I would be telling you to
be really, really worried,” Fauci
said. Jeff Zients, the White
House coronavirus response
coordinator, said the US has
the tools to fight the virus,
including omicron, and “there
is no need to lock down”.

With vaccines available
now for 95% of Americans,
“we know how to keep our
kids in schools and our busi-
nesses open. And we're not
going to shut down.”

Health officials called on
Americans to get vaccinated,
get their booster shots, wear
masks indoors and get tested
before travelling and before
holiday gatherings. AP
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Paris: France will sharply
restrict travel to and from
Britain because of fast-spread-
ing cases of the omicron  coro-
navirus variant, putting limits
on reasons for travelling and
requiring 48-hour isolation
upon arrival, the government
said Thursday.

The move suddenly dis-
rupted travel plans for families
and others on both sides of the
English Channel. Travellers
questioned whether the mea-
sures were politically driven,
and UK officials suggested
they were pointless.

With omicron now seed-
ed around the world, “red list”
travel bans “wouldn't be effec-
tive or proportionate,” said
Boris Johnson's spokesman,
Max Blain. He said Johnson
hadn't spoken to French
President Emmanuel Macron
about the move, and that
Britain doesn't plan to take a
reciprocal measure.The new
French measures will take

effect first thing Saturday, just
after midnight, “in the face of
the extremely rapid spread of
the omicron variant in the
UK”, French Prime Minister
Jean Castex said in a statement.

The French government is
holding a special virus securi-
ty meeting Friday that will
address growing pressure on
hospitals in France from rising
infections in recent weeks.
Delta remains the dominant
variant in France, but omicron
is spreading so fast in Britain
that it's raising concerns across
the Channel.

French government
spokesman Gabriel Attal said
on BFM television that tourism
and business travel to and
from Britain will be strongly
curtailed, and all those arriving
from Britain will need to have
a negative virus test less than 24
hours old, and to test again
upon arrival and isolate “in a
place they choose” for at least
48 hours. AP
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leaders are trying Thursday to
coordinate action to tackle the
surge of coronavirus infections
across the continent and the
emergence of the new omicron
variant while keeping borders
open.With the festive season
looming, the bloc's leaders
want to avoid a confusing mix-
ture of rules and to ensure all
27 member states are on the
same page and that COVID-19
certificates continue to guar-
antee unrestricted travel.

But alarming rises in infec-
tions have prompted many
European governments to
implement public health mea-
sures and new restrictions in
recent weeks. The European
Council, which brings togeth-
er EU leaders to set the bloc's
political agenda, said before the
talks in Brussels that “any
restrictions should not under-
mine the functioning of the
single market or hamper trav-
el between EU member states
and to Europe.” AP
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 Los Angeles: Two doses of

Moderna COVID-19 vaccine
are highly effective against SARS-
CoV-2 variants, but protection
against Delta infection decreas-
es over time, according to a study
conducted in the US.

At the time of the study, the
omicron variant had not yet been
detected in the Southern
California region, the researchers
said.

The research, published in
The British Medical Journal on
Wednesday, showed the vac-
cine was effective against
COVID-19 hospitalisation asso-
ciated with the Delta
variant.However, vaccine effec-
tiveness against the variant mod-
erately declined with increasing
time after vaccination."This
study confirmed effectiveness
against all variants during the
study period, although we did
find a drop in effectiveness over
time against Delta infection,
from 94 per cent effectiveness in
the first 2 months after vaccina-
tion to 80 per cent effectiveness
after 6 months," said Katia
Bruxvoort. AP
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New York: The former Facebook manager who startled the world
this fall by leaking tens of thousands of internal documents and
accusing her former employer of caring more about money than
about public safety has a book deal.   Little, Brown and Company
announced Thursday that it had acquired a planned memoir, “offer-
ing a critical examination of Facebook,” by Frances Haugen. The
book does not yet have a title or release date. Financial terms were
not disclosed. “During my time at Facebook I realised a devas-
tating truth: almost nobody outside of Facebook knows what hap-
pens inside of Facebook. They operate in the dark," Haugen said
in a statement."They win by keeping their systems closed with-
out oversight or transparency, by shrouding their operations in
secrecy and PR spin. I came forward because I believe that every
human being deserves the dignity of the truth — and the truth is
that Facebook buys its astronomical profits by sacrificing our safe-
ty. But it does not have to be this
way — these problems are solv-
able.      AP

Sydney: Five children died
and four others were in criti-
cal condition on Thursday
after falling from a bouncy
castle that was lifted 10 metres
(33 feet) into the air by a gust
of wind at a school on
Australia's island state of
Tasmania.

The school was holding a
celebration to mark the end of
the school year.

The children who died
included two boys and two

girls in year 6, which would
make them 10 or 11 years old,
said Tasmania police
Commissioner Darren Hine.
Police later Thursday con-
firmed a fifth child died in the
hospital.  Five other children
were being treated, including
four in critical condition.
Hine said an investigation is
underway. Images published
by the Australian
Broadcasting Corporation
showed police officers con-

soling each other as para-
medics provided first aid to
victims.

Parents arrived at the
school gate to collect their
children as helicopters ferried
the injured to hospitals.

Tasmania state Premier
Peter Gutwein called the inci-
dent “simply inconceivable... I
know this is a strong and car-
ing community that will stand
together and support one
another." AP

Jerusalem: The Israeli gov-
ernment on Wednesday said it
was donating 1 million coron-
avirus vaccines to the UN-
backed COVAX programme.

The Foreign Ministry said
the AstraZeneca vaccines
would be transferred in the
coming weeks, a decision that
was part of Israel's strengthen-
ing ties with the African coun-
tries.

“I am delighted that Israel
can contribute and be a part-
ner in eradicating the pan-
demic around the world,” said

Foreign Minister Yair Lapid.
The announcement said

the vaccines would reach close
to a quarter of African coun-
tries, though it did not provide
a list. Israel has close ties with
a number of African nations,
including Kenya, Uganda and
Rwanda. 

Israel also established rela-
tions with Sudan last year as
part of a series of US-brokered
accords.COVAX is a global
initiative that aims to provide
coronavirus vaccines to poor-
er nations. Wealthier coun-

tries have acquired the most of
the world's vaccine supplies,
causing vast inequality in access
to jabs. Israel was one of the
first countries to vaccinate its
population. 

Early this year, it came
under criticism for not sharing
enough of its supplies with the
Palestinians.  Since then, Israel
has vaccinated tens of thou-
sands of Palestinians who work
in Israel and its settlements,
and the Palestinians have pro-
cured vaccines from COVAX
and other sources. AP
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New Delhi: Banking opera-
tions were impacted across the
country on Thursday as lakhs
of public sector bank (PSB)
employees began their two-day
strike to protest against bank
privatisation.

Shutters of many branch-
es of PSBs like State Bank of
India (SBI), Punjab National
Bank and Bank of India were
down on Thursday with a mes-
sage informing customers
about the strike. 

Services are likely to be hit
on Friday as well. The
strike call has been given by
United Forum of Bank Union
(UFBU), an umbrella body of
nine bank unions including All
India Bank Officers'
Confederation (AIBOC), All
India Bank Employees
Association (AIBEA) and
National Organisation of Bank
Workers (NOBW). 

Services such as deposits
and withdrawals at branches,
cheque clearance and loan
approvals were affected.
However, ATMs at many places
were working fine.

According to AIBEA
General Secretary C H
Venkatachalam, about 20.4 lakh
cheques worth �18,600 crore
could not be transacted on
Thursday.  Public sector lenders,
including SBI, had earlier
informed customers that ser-
vices in their branches might be
affected due to the strike. 

Private sector lenders like
HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank and
Kotak Mahindra Bank were

working as usual, though inter-
bank cheque clearances were
impacted. The strike has been
called against the government's
decision to privatise state-owned
lenders.

PSBs act as catalysts in the
economic development of our
nation in general and particu-
larly for the underprivileged
sections of the society and back-
ward regions of the country.   
PTI
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Capital markets regulator
Sebi on Thursday came

out with a framework pertain-
ing to cut-off time for genera-
tion of last risk parameter file
used for collecting margins
from commodities traders.       

Also, the regulator modi-
fied the framework prescribed
for enabling verification of
upfront collection of margins
from clients in commodity
derivatives segment.       

The new framework will
be effective from January 15,
2022, the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
said in a circular. 

The regulator, in November
2019, had mandated that the
cut-off time for the purpose of
determining minimum thresh-
old of margins to be collected
by members from their clients
will be 5 pm for commodity
derivative contracts that are
traded beyond banking hours.   

This was done due to the
limitations with availability of
banking channels beyond 5
pm.   As both banking facilities
-- RTGS and NEFT -- are func-
tional round-the-clock on all
days now, Sebi said its circular
issued in November    2019
" s t a n d s w i t h d r a w n " .
"Consequently, the risk para-
meter files currently used by
the clearing corporations for
collecting margins from the
members shall also be used
for generating margin oblig-
at ions  f rom the  c l ients
throughout the trading hours
in the commodity deriva-
tives segment," Sebi said. 

With regard to frame-
work for enabling verifica-
tion of upfront collection of
margins from clients, Sebi
said for commodity deriva-
tives segment, clearing cor-
porations will send an addi-
tional minimum two snap-
shots for commodity deriva-
tive contracts which are trad-
ed till 9 pm, and additional
minimum three snapshots for
the commodity derivatives con-
tracts which are traded till
11:30/11:55 pm.                PTI
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New Delhi: Electric vehicle
market is likely to attract
investments of � 94,000 crore
over the next five years and is
expected to generate business
opportunities in the real estate
sector, according to a joint
report by Colliers India and
Indospace.

The report 'Electric
Mobility in Full Gear' men-
tioned that the electric vehi-
cle (EV) industry in India is
currently at a nascent stage
but it is likely to grow, backed
by government initiatives and
a move towards recognising
climate change.

"India is taking a step
towards sustainability and has
vowed to cut its carbon emis-
sions. At the recently con-
cluded CoP26 summit, India
pledged to reach net-zero car-

bon emissions by 2070. In
India, the transport sector is
currently the third-largest
emitter of CO2. This is lead-
ing to increased thrust on EVs
in India," it said.  Property
consultant Colliers estimated
that over the next five years,
the EV space in India is like-
ly to see investments of �
94,000 crore (USD 12.6 bil-
lion) across the value chain.

"There is ample opportu-
nity for landlords across the
spectrum from manufacturing
to charging infrastructure," it
said.  Significant land around
1300 acres will be required
pan-India to set up 110 GWh
battery manufacturing capac-
ity by 2030.

The consultant estimated
that India will need about
26,800 public charging spots

by 2025, requiring space of
about 13.5 million square feet.

"Landlords can outsource
dedicated charging stations
to charging service providers
at busy locations. They can
also enter into a revenue share
model with charging service
providers. There is also ample
scope for developers to devel-
op retail and recreation spaces
in proximity to charging sta-
tions," the report said.

Currently, 15 Indian
states have either approved or
notified EV policies, with six
more states in the draft stage.
States like Delhi, Gujarat,
Maharashtra, and Meghalaya
are focusing on demand
incentives, whereas southern
states and Uttar Pradesh are
focusing on manufacturer-
based incentives. PTI
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If the year 2020 seemed grim for this
planet, 2021 took it upon itself to be
the chilling reminder that it wasn’t

so much about the year but the gener-
al times we have come to live in. Every
domain and every sector has gone
through seismic changes, both for the
better and the worse. However, very few
realms have observed an entire para-
digm shift across 2021 as significantly
as that of online dating.

Chronicling and charting out the
key observations in the year 2021’s dat-
ing trends becomes of paramount
importance to assess where online dat-
ing stood and where it is headed. This
is where a survey conducted by an
Indian dating app, QuackQuack,
assumes importance.

The pandemic has indeed thrown a
few curveballs towards individuals
wanting to date. Males and females alike
are rapidly coming to terms with a new
universe of online dating every single
day and embracing more self-paced and
healthier ways of dating, an evolving
process that shall be the norm soon.

The key takeaways from the survey
can be best summarised as below:
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With the world changing ever so

slightly every millisecond, we are com-
ing to terms with the notion that a new
normal is not just beckoning but is very
much here. The survey corroborates this
very trend whereby a distinct eight out
of every 10 people, who were part of the
sample size of the survey, voiced their
opinion in favour of compulsory vacci-
nation as a precursor to a date. 

A fairly significant 65 per cent and
75 per cent of people belonging to the
age groups of 18-20 and 21-30 respec-
tively agreed upon the same. The
importance of a double jab was uni-
formly highlighted across both the top
cities as well as the tier two cities of the
country as 75 per cent and 70 per cent
of the sample size belonging to each felt
that the first step towards a safe date
would have to be complete vaccination
of the other. It was also observed that
80 per cent of the women and 70 per
cent of the men who were part of the
survey sample felt the necessity of
inoculation prior to dates.
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The survey outlined the notion that,

owing to the protocols surrounding
Covid in place, people have had very lit-
tle reason to venture outdoors, thereby
leading them to reflect on the nature of
the dates they have found on the dating
app as against plunging for matches with
a sense of desperation. 47 per cent of the

women and 35 per cent of the men, who
were part of the survey, vouched for this
behavioural change and also comment-
ed that the process of reflection and
introspection led them towards health-
ier relationships than before. The differ-
ence in the trend of intentional dating
between individuals residing in urban
areas and those belonging to rural or
semi-urban areas was comparatively

similar. While nearly 37 per cent of
urban teenagers found that their dating
process had taken a purposeful turn, 39
per cent of those from rural or semi-
urban areas felt likewise.
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The survey found that a staggering
58 per cent and 56  per cent of individ-
uals ranging between the age groups of
18 to 20 and 21 and 30 respectively pre-
ferred pairing up with those belonging
to a different location as it would help
expand their radius of search for a
prospective partner. This trend seemed
to be more prominent within women
as 58 per cent of them were comfort-
able dating partners from other loca-
tions as against a relatively lower 50 per
cent among men. Further investigation
into a demographic analysis of the sam-
pled data revealed that 46 per cent of
those residing in major metro cities
preferred dating beyond the confines
of their home location whereas a com-
paratively higher 57 per cent chose the
same in the case of smaller cities as well
as towns. The numbers indicate that a
significant number of individuals do

not find location to be a major barri-
er when it comes to dating and are flex-
ible with having partners from a place
other than their own.
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The survey revealed that a major
percentage of 56 per cent in the age
group of 18 to 20 preferred having their
first date on a virtual medium and were
risk-averse owing to the ongoing Covid
situation across the country. However,
in contrast, 43 per cent people in the
age bracket of 30 and above, belonging
to a more old school approach, chose
to meet in person whilst following all
the necessary safety precautions.

In conclusion, this survey should
be seen, more than anything, as a
stepping stone towards more such
insightful study aiming to explore the
contemporary trends in the dating
arena along with the ebb and flow of
user habits and behaviors that is
bound to accompany the vast expanse
i.e. online dating.

(The author is the founder and
CEO of QuackQuack.)

Saala Garda Uda Diya is the new slang that is
trending. The internet went gaga over the music

video which crossed two million views in the first
few hours of its video release. The love for Daler
Mehndi’s voice with AR Rahman’s music and
Irshad Kamil’s lyrics can be seen in the comment
section of the song on YouTube. One person com-
mented, “A R Rahman plus Daler Mehndi gave us
Rang de Basanti way back in 2006 and the same
magic is seen in 2021”.

Mehndi shares his experience of working with
Rahman and for the first time with Kamil. He
expressed, “I remember getting a call from Rahman
saab and I was extremely happy to be his only choice
for this song. My excitement doubled when I heard
that Kamil is the lyricist”. 

He added, “Whenever Rahman saab and I come
together, there’s some magic. Receiving such a warm
response from the audience in the first few hours
proves that our magic works.” 

Even after 25 years in the music industry,
Mehndi never disappoints  his audience. There is
something new and exclusive in every song and
every work he does. He is the powerhouse of the
Bollywood music industry and his songs are a full
power-pack deal. There is no doubt that Garda is
the new party anthem of the year. 
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Zindagi ropes in Fawad Khan
and Sanam Saeed for their

forthcoming original which will
stream on ZEE5. The yyet-to-
be-titled series is helmed by crit-
ically acclaimed director Asim
Abbasi who also directed
Zindagi’s first original Churails.

The show blends together
magical realism and supernat-
ural fantasy within a family
reunion setting, and deals with
themes of love, loss and recon-
ciliation. In this series, Khan
plays a single parent — charm-
ing but ridden with guilt for
what he has lost. With his son,
he tries to be every bit the father
his own father was and wasn’t.
Saeed plays the central female
character in the series.
Harbouring otherworldly
secrets, she takes it upon herself
to heal, and make whole, every-
one who surrounds her.

The series has gone on
floors and a large part of it has
been shot in the picturesque
Hunza valley.

Speaking on the announce-
ment of the new series, Shailja
Kejriwal, from Zee
Entertainment Enterprises said,
“We've had a very rewarding
association with Fawad, Sanam
and Asim individually with
their past projects and are
thrilled to bring them together
on this one. This time we've
experimented with the genre as
well as the storyline. While
audiences have often seen shows
on family dynamics this one is
infused with realms of mystique

and fantasy, making it a fascinat-
ing watch.”

“I think Zindagi is taking
bold and brave decisions when
it comes to storytelling. It’s nat-

urally evolving into a platform
that encourages diversity of
opinion and inclusiveness for all
filmmakers and material rang-
ing from everyday mainstream

to avant-garde and noir. I feel
there’s a place for everyone in
this artistic landscape.” shared
Khan.

Saeed expressed, "I'm

thrilled to be collaborating with
one of my favourite directors
Asim Abbasi again, this time for
Zindagi. This new project
embarks on a fantastical journey
with some stunning perfor-
mances by a very meticulously
picked cast. I can't wait for
everyone to see the magic that's
been created in this beautiful
limbo land.”

“Zindagi has become a pio-
neer, not only for India-Pakistan
OTT collaborations, but also for
encouraging artists to push
boundaries of narrative story-
telling. I experienced that with
Churails, and I am experienc-
ing that again with this project.
Under Shailja's support and
guidance, Zindagi has truly
become a home for many film-
makers like me, where we can
see our craziest, wildest ideas
come to fruition. I am feeling
blessed, and very hopeful that
this new project will have a very
strong emotional resonance not
only with the South Asian view-
ers, but a global audience," said
Abbasi.

One of the greatest and
most loved contemporary
actors, Khan and Saeed have
been known for their superla-
tive work in the popular televi-
sion series Zindagi Gulzar Hai.
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Defending champion PV Sindhu stormed into the
women’s singles quarterfinals of the BWF World

Championships with a straight-game win over
Pornpawee Chochuwong of Thailand here on
Thursday.

The world number 7 Indian defeated her Thai
opponent, ranked three places below her, 21-14 21-
18 in the pre-quarterfinal match that lasted 48 min-
utes. With the win, Sindhu, seeded sixth in the show-
piece tournament, extended her  head-to-head record
against Chochuwong to 5-3.

Sindhu also avenged her twin loss to Chochuwong
this season -- group match of BWF World Tour Finals
earlier this month and All England Championships
in March.

The double Olympic medallist Sindhu faces top
seed and world number one Tai Tzu Ying of Chinese
Taipei, who beat Kirsty Gilmour of Scotland 21-10 19-
21 21-11, in the quarterfinals.

Sindhu took an early 5-1 lead but Chochuwong
rallied to narrow the gap to 5-4 and then to 10-9. The
Indian zoomed ahead from there on as she made it
15-10 and then 19-11 to pocket the first game.  The
second game was a tighter affair though Sindhu began
on the front foot with a 3-0 lead. Sindhu led 11-6 at
the change of ends and the second half saw some long
rallies with the Thai player winning a few of them.

Sindhu was leading 16-10 but Chochuwong
made a comeback of sort as she reduced the gap to
18-15 and then to 19-18. 
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The Indian cricket team, led by
skipper Virat Kohli, landed

here on Thursday for the three-
match Test series against South
Africa, beginning December 26
at Centurion. “Touchdown
South Africa,” the BCCI posted
on its official Twitter handle

along with pictures of team
members, including Test special-
ist Cheteshwar Pujara, Shardul
Thakur and Shreyas Iyer among
others.

The Kohli-led Test side had
departed from Mumbai for the
tour that also includes three
ODIs in January.

Given the threat posed by

the new COVID-19 variant
Omicron, the tour’s T20 match-
es have been postponed for now
and the two teams will stay in a
bio-bubble for the duration of
the series.

Star opener and newly-
appointed white ball captain
Rohit Sharma has been ruled out
after sustaining a left hamstring

injury during a training session
in Mumbai. 

He was replaced by talented
Gujarat opener Priyank Panchal.

The side’s build-up to the
series has  been marred by
controversies surrounding
captaincy and the issue snow-
balled into a major controversy
on Wednesday when Kohli said

that the Board’s assertion of
trying to stop him from giving
up T20 captaincy was “inaccu-
rate.”

He stepped down as T20
captain after the disastrous
World Cup campaign in the
UAE and was subsequently
removed as ODI captain earlier
this month.

While the series-opener will
be hosted by Centurion, the
other two Tests will be played at
Johannesburg and Cape Town
respectively.

The Test team’s vice captain
is yet to be announced after
Rohit’s injury. He had replaced a
woefully out of form Ajinkya
Rahane.
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Australia shrugged off the late withdrawal of new
skipper Pat Cummins because of coronavirus

concerns to dominate England on the opening day
of the second Ashes test and reach 221-2 at stumps. 

Marnus Labuschagne was dropped twice but
remained unbeaten on 95 at stumps Thursday after
sharing partnerships of 172 with David Warner (95)
and 45 with Steve Smith.

Smith returned to the Australian captaincy for
the first time since the 2018 sandpaper scandal after
Cummins was ruled out. He was deemed to be a
close contact of a positive COVID-19 case when he
dined at a restaurant on the eve of the match.

Smith won the toss and just about everything
else went Australia’s way to start the day-night test.

He was unbeaten on 18 after waiting most of the
day to bat, with Australia losing just two wickets
despite an England attack bolstered by the return
of Jimmy Anderson and Stuart Broad.

Wicketkeeper Jos Buttler took a brilliant catch
in the first hour to dismiss opener Marcus Harris
(3) but then dropped Labuschagne twice — once
down legside when he was on 21 and the other when
he fumbled a regulation chance off Anderson’s bowl-
ing with the second new ball when the Australian
No. 3 was on 95.

“That was massive for the team there. Just get-
ting through that period, me and Steve there. Just
sets us up for tomorrow,” said Labuschagne, who bat-
ted for almost six hours and faced 275 deliveries. 

“My job is to make sure I capitalize on that.” 
Veteran pacemen Anderson and Broad were

recalled after missing the series opener and had the
batters in trouble early, Australia surviving three
reviews in the first hour and Warner taking 20 deliv-
eries to get off the mark. The Australians grafted
through 25 overs in the first session to be 54-1 and
added 84 runs in 28 overs in the middle session to
reach the second interval at 129-1.

Warner and Labuschagne continued into the
night session and posted their sixth century part-
nership, and their second in as many tests after their
156 at the Gabba last week.

But after doing all the hard work early, Warner
hit a short, wide ball from Ben Stokes directly to
Broad in the covers and his 167-ball innings ended
on 95 — one better than his innings in Australia’s
nine-wicket win in the first test last week.

It was a reward for Stokes, who should have had
a wicket in the 35th over when Labuschagne
gloved a chance down the leg side but Buttler could-
n’t complete the catch. Most of the drama Thursday
happened pre-match.  Cricket Australia revealed only
three hours before the coin toss that Cummins was
ruled out because he was exposed to a person with
COVID-19 in an Adelaide restaurant on Wednesday
night. He was deemed a close contact by the state’s
health authorities and ordered to isolate for seven
days. Cummins has already returned a negative test
for COVID-19.

Smith became the third Australia captain in
three tests. Tim Paine, who replaced Smith as test
captain after the sandpaper scandal in South Africa,
quit last month after reports emerged he’d been
investigated four years ago for sending an inappro-
priate text to a work colleague. He was replaced by
Cummins, with Smith as vice-captain for the
series-opening win in Brisbane.
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Aday after India Test cap-
tain Virat Kohli trig-
gered a storm by pub-

licly contradicting him, BCCI
president Sourav Ganguly
refused to comment on the
matter, saying the Board will
deal with it.

Kohli, during his pre-
departure press conference
ahead of the tour of South
Africa, said that he was never
asked to stay on as T20 skipper
when he made his intent clear
on relinquishing the post.

This was in complete con-
trast to Ganguly’s assertion a
few days back that Kohli had
been requested to not quit the
position.

“No statements, no press
conference. We will deal with

it, leave it to (the) BCCI,”
Ganguly told local mediaper-
sons on Thursday.

There was talk of BCCI
asking chairman of selectors
Chetan Sharma to address
the media after Kohli’s explo-
sive press conference but the
Board eventually refrained
from making any counter state-
ments.

Kohli’s comments on
Wednesday brought to fore
the underlying tension in his
equation with the administra-
tors. 

“Whatever was said about
the communication that hap-
pened about the decision that
was made was inaccurate,”
Kohli had said with obvious
reference to Ganguly’s state-
ment.

“When I left the T20 cap-

taincy, I had first approached
BCCI and intimated them of
my decision and laid down my
point of view in front of them
(office bearers).

“I gave the reasons why I
wanted to quit T20 captaincy

and my view point was received
very nicely. There was no
offence, no hesitation and not
for once was I told that ‘you
should not leave T20 captain-
cy’,” he had asserted.

Earlier, Ganguly, in an

interview to PTI, said that he
had spoken to Kohli and told
him that two captains in the
white ball format was not
something that the selectors
wanted as there would be “too
much of leadership.”

Rohit Sharma is now the
sole white-ball captain and has
also been made Kohli’s deputy
in the Test format.
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World Cup-winning for-
mer India skipper Kapil Dev
feels Virat Kohli’s statements
that exposed his differences
with the BCCI on the issue of
captaincy were ill-timed as
they created an unsavoury con-
troversy just ahead of a crucial
tour to South Africa.

In the pre-departure press-
conference in Mumbai on
Wednesday, Kohli dismissed as
“inaccurate” BCCI President
Sourav Ganguly’s statement
that the Board had requested
him not to step down as T20I
captain. 

The comment exposed the
underlying tension between
Kohli and the administrators
after he was removed as ODI
skipper as well earlier this
month.

“It is not good to point fin-
gers on anybody at this point
in time. 

The South Africa tour is
coming and please pay atten-
tion to the tour,” Kapil told
‘ABP News’ when asked about
Kohli’s remarks.

“I would say Board presi-
dent is Board president but yes
the Indian cricket team captain
is also a big thing. But talking
badly about each other in pub-
lic, I don’t think it is a good
thing, whether it is Sourav or
Kohli.”

The 62-year-old, who led
India to the 1983 World Cup

title, urged Kohli to take con-
trol of the situation and think
about the country.

“Aap situation ko control
kijiye, behtar ye hai ki aap desh
ke baare mein sochiye (Please
control the situation and it’s
better to think about the coun-
try now),” said the former skip-
per who played 134 Tests
between 1978 and 1994 and
took 434 wickets along with
making 5248 runs.

“Jo galat hai woh kal pata
chal hi jayega but I don’t think
it is right to stoke a controver-
sy before a tour,” he opined

The Indian Test team, led
by Kohli, departed for South
Africa on Thursday for a three-
match series beginning at
Centurion on December 26.
India will also play three ODIs
after the Test series.
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