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Class Room in Mokeri East UP School,

Kannur in which KT Jayakrishnan Master
brutally murdered infront of his students
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CR Praful Krishnan, President of BJYM Kerala offers floral tribute to Jayakrishnan master on his martyrdom day.
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Indoctrination in Kashmir

ur neighbouring state, Pakistan

has always acted in pursuance of

its mala-fide intentions to knock
down the edifice of tranquillity, and the
future of the Kashmiri Youth. The state
has been witnessing a trend of Pan-
Islamism across the Kashmir valley due to
Pakistan's double-dealing strategy and
conspiracy, which has caused immense
devastation to the state since the 1990s.
The Hindu minority in the Kashmir valley
fell victim to this and the Kashmiri youth
was bent on laying down their lives in the
name of “Jihad”, the holy war. The
separatist groups which were perceived as
secular were abandoned by Pakistan, who
favoured other Islamist substitutions
when they started moving away from the
Pakistani's stance to see Jammu and
Kashmir merging with Pakistan.

Islamist terrorists have always

endeavoured to bring about structural
changes at cultural levels of the Kashmir
society since the inception of militancy in
the valley, and there was a rapid
mushrooming of terrorist organizations
and militants in Kashmir during the early
1990s which advocated for 'Nizam-e-
Mustafa' (Rule of the Prophet) as the
objective of their struggle.
Simultaneously, all cinema houses,
beauty salons, wine shops, bars, video
centres, use of cosmetics, listening to
music, or any such form of entertainment
were banned by militant groups. Bans
were imposed on the sale and purchase of
cigarettes, and on the circulation of Indian
national and Jammu-based newspapers in
the Valley. Islamist groups threatened to
bomb the houses of women who refused
to wear veils. Such diktats bore a striking
similarity to the restrictions that were
imposed by the Taliban in Afghanistan

and very recently by ISIS in Iraq & Syria.
Various Islamist groups like Jamaat-e-
Islami and its militant wing, Hizbul
Mujahideen, the radical women's wing,
Dukhtaran-i-Millat, Jamiat-ul-
Mujahideen, Allah Tigers, Jamiat-ul-
Ulemma Islam, Al Badr, Al Jihad Force,
Al Umar Mujahideen,
Mujahideen, Islamic Students League,
Zia Tigers, and such organization's
decreed the objective of their struggle as
Islamization of the Socio-political and
economic set-up, merger of Jammu and
Kashmir with Pakistan and establishment
ofan Islamic Caliphate.

Muslim

Religious radicalization has seen a
growing influence in Jammu and
Kashmir, and a vast majority of the
Muslim youth in the Kashmir Valley is
increasingly inclined towards extremist
political, social, and religious ideas
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repudiating and are bent upon challenging
the status quo. There has been a sudden

heave in Pan-Islamism in Kashmir's
Muslim society which has gradually
marginalized an initial pro-nationalist
agenda of insurgency. Rabidly fanatical
clerics are indoctrinating the youth with
Wahhabi ideology, whereby they reject
the old Kashmiri tradition of people
visiting and paying obeisance at the
shrines of popular saints (Sufis and
Rishis), thereby terming it as a violation
ofthe Islamic teachings.

The Kashmiri youth are often told that it is
the duty of Muslims to capture the power
and impose Sharia Law in society, which
not only disapproves the idea of
democracy but also legitimizes Jihad as
means for establishing an Islamic
Caliphate. These situations which play
out in Jammu and Kashmir have posed a
multitude of problems and challenges to
our Brave Army Jawans who have been
constantly working to put an end to the
roots of Pakistani-based Jihadi groups
like Hizbul Mujahideen, Harkat Ansar,
Markaz Dawa-Wal-Irshad, and its
militant wing Lashkar-e-Taiba which are
extensively active in the Kashmir Valley,
and constantly mislead the gullible people
in Kashmir.

The destructive policies regarding

Kashmir are trapping the youth and young
intellectuals to pick up guns and fight
against the Indian armed forces in the
name of Jihad and has a devastating
impact on their future and kills their
parent's hopes and dreams for them. The
outcome of every wrong is always
punishment and like that the future of
every terrorist is an encounter. The Army's
jawans are always trying their best to
catch the terrorists alive and reform their
ideology in a bid to not only save their
parent's hope but also the youth of
Kashmir that is constantly led by multiple
players. However, most of the terrorists
refuse to surrender fearing the fate they
and their family members would face at
the hands of the Jihadists. While some
parents may only have a single child who
gets killed in an encounter, even then not a
single person from the so-called
Separatist groups will ever show any
concern for the deceased terrorist's family
members and their situation. Even though
their son might have been dealt a painful
death, their parents continue to live a life
of longed suffered because their child was
misled along the wrong path.

Nowadays, Islamic Militants are the new
role models for the unemployed youth in
Kashmir who are being made to believe
that Muslims across the world are fighting

and dying for them as a service to Islam.
The disappearances of Osama bin Laden
and Mullah Omar have been turned into
myths and replaced by stories that Allah
helped them to disappear, and these
stories are used by Islamic clerics in
Kashmir while preaching to the youth in
mosques.

The Kashmiri education system has been
destabilized due to the mushrooming
growth of Madrassas which outpace the
modern institutions of education. 'Jihad' is
not only fought with arms and weapons in
Kashmir now but, it also has a cyber
dimension to it. Social media is used to
glorify militancy and the ideological war
is being fought on this new operational
theatre with the help of web-based
applications that allow the creation and
sharing of messages. 'Electronic Jihad'
includes activities such as the provocation
to engage in terrorist activities and carry
out violent attacks, radicalization, and
recruitment of supporters, and carrying
out a psychosomatic war aimed at
increasing the enemy's vulnerability.

The Term jihad has often been
misinterpreted and restricted to mean
nothing more than a war, rather it should
be understood from a universal humane
perspective and its philosophical moral
principles need to be taken into
consideration for greater human and
social welfare. It is the responsibility of
every responsible citizen of Jammu and
Kashmir, Media, civil societies, and most
importantly the political leaders who have
been acting as the corporal hosts of the
State to educate the youth of the Valley
and discourage them from idolizing
militants, who are mostly victims of
pseudo-religious eyewash and economic
deprivation and, and it has become a
necessity save the future of Kashmir from
the destruction and devastation of
Pakistan led policies.

AUTHOR: TOUSEEF RASOOL DAR “IS AN
ACTIVIST FROM THE TANGMARG AREA
OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR
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Women Entrepreneurship

he liberalization of India's

economy over the past three

decades has created a wealth of
opportunities for entrepreneurs looking to
start and expand their businesses. Since
the opening of the economy in the 1990s,
entrepreneurial activity in the private
sector has been largely responsible for the
strong economic growth that has been
experienced in the country. India is
presently the world's third-largest source
of start-ups and was ranked as the second
most entrepreneurial country in the world
in the recent Global Entreprencurship
Monitor (GEM) report, ahead of large
economic powerhouses such as the
United States, China, and the UK.

Entrepreneurship in India looks at the
dynamic and changing nature of
entrepreneurship in India. Women
entrepreneurs are those women who think
of a business enterprise, initiate it,
organize, and combine factors of
production, operate the enterprise, and
undertake risks and handle economic
uncertainty involved in running it. They
may be defined as a woman or a group of
women who initiate, organize, and run a
business Women
Entrepreneurship has taken a spurt in
India, over 1/3rd of the entrepreneurship
ventures are owned by women of our
country. Economic progress in terms of

concern.

uld

better education, urbanization, the spread
of democratic culture,
importantly society's recognition has
immensely contributed to this growth.

and most

Closer to home, Indian woman
Entrepreneur Kiran Muzumdar Shaw,
Chairman and Managing Director of
Biocon Limited has received a plethora of
corporate awards and civilian awards like
Padma Shri (1989) and Padma Bhushan
(2005) for her remarkable contribution to
the health and medicine industry. Other
famous Indian Women entrepreneurs
include personalities like Vandana Luthra,
Ekta Kapoor, Naina Lal Kidwai, and so
on.

Special incentives and drives have been
created in India to bolster the growth of
women entrepreneurs. The government
has launched various schemes to promote
an entrepreneurial drive amongst women.
The two pet schemes launched by our
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi's
government to support entrepreneurship
and self-employment by helping set up
micro-enterprises Pradhan Mantri Mudra
Yojna (PMMY) and Stand-Up India
launched in April 2015 and 2016
respectively — have proven to be the
biggest beneficiaries that are provided to
women.

Stand-Up India

The Stand-up India initiative was
launched to encourage entrepreneurship
at the grassroots level for economic
empowerment and job creation. More
than 81 percent, or 91,109 accounts, with
a total value of Rs. 20,749 crores have
been approved to women entrepreneurs
under the Stand-Up India Scheme as of
February 26, 2021. This scheme aims to
make the institutional credit systems
available to the underserved, such as
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and
Women Entrepreneurs, to allow them to
contribute to the nation's economic
development. The aim of this scheme is to
make bank loans between Rs.10 lakh and
Rs.1 crore available to at least one
Scheduled Caste (SC) or Scheduled Tribe
(ST) borrower, as well as at least one-
woman borrower, per SCB bank branch
for the purpose of starting a Greenfield
company. According to the data provided
by the ministry of finance on February 26,
2021, over 81 percent of account holders
were women.

“Govt should be complimented for
making such gender-responsive policies,
to galvanize the way for women
entrepreneurship, and particularly for
taking cognizance of women's role in the
economy. We do know that 60 percent of
Indian women are sitting at home and that
needs massive awakening. The
government has recognized this and it is
the onus of business chambers such as
ours to be the connecting dots to raise
consciousness around schemes
available,”

- Jahnabi Phookan, National President,
FICCI Ladies Organization.

Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana
(PPYM)

On the 8th of April, 2015 the Pradhan
Mantri Mudra Yojana (PPYM) was
established to provide non-corporate,
non-farm small/micro enterprises with
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loans of up to the tune of Rs 10 rupees.
Under PMMY, these loans are known as
MUDRA loans. Commercial banks,
RRBs, Small Finance Banks, MFIs, and
NBFCs provide these loans. MUDRA has
developed three products, 'Shishu,’
'Kishore,' and 'Tarun,' under the umbrella
of PMMY, to represent the stage of
growth and funding needs of the
beneficiary micro unit/entrepreneur, as
well as to serve as a useful point for the
next step of growth. As per February 26,
2021, data, about 68 percent i.e., 19.04
crore accounts with an amount of Rs 6.36
lakh crore have been sanctioned to
women entreprencurs under the MUDRA
scheme since inception. The scheme
intends to give up to Rs 10 lakh loans to
the non-corporate, non-farm small/micro
enterprises classified as Mudra loans
given by commercial banks, regional
rural banks, small finance banks,
microfinance institutions, and non-
banking financial companies.

Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana
(PMJDY)

On August 28, 2014, Pradhan Mantri Jan-
Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) was launched to
bring a large chunk of the population into
financial literacy, access to credit and
insurance benefits. By the 26th of Feb,
23.21 crore accounts out of the total 41.93
crore accounts opened under the scheme
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belonged to women. Narendra
Modi said, “The way our
sisters served the country
through SHGs in Corona is
unprecedented. Be it by
making masks and sanitizers,
delivering food to the needy,
work, the
contribution of Sakhi groups
has been incomparable in
every way”. Furthermore, he
added that India has at least
420 million Jan Dhan bank
accounts, of which 55% are in
the name of women. He urged
them to take full advantage of
the government e-marketplace.
It envisions universal banking
access, with each household having at
least one basic banking account, as well as
financial literacy, credit, insurance, and
pensions. PMJDY has provided the three
social security programs through a
platform. Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti
Bima Yojana (PMJJBY), Pradhan Mantri
Suraksha Bima Yojana (PMSBY),
Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY),
and Atal Pension Yojana (APY).

To kick start the initiative, the Prime
Minister also participated in the
'Atmanirbhar Nari Shakti se Samvad'
program through video conferencing
where he spoke to members of the
women's SHGs associated with
Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National
Rural Livelihood Mission (DAY-NRLM).
According to the PMO, DAY-NRLM
aims to mobilize rural poor households to
provide long-term support to improve
their incomes and quality of life. The
Prime Minister also mentioned that “To
increase the scope of entrepreneurship
among women, a big financial help has
been released for more participation in the
resolve of self-reliant India. Be it food
processing enterprises, women farmer
producers' association, or other self-help
groups, more than 1,600 crores has been
sent to lakhs of such groups of women”.
He also released Rs.25 crore as seed

awareness

money for nearly 7,500 SHG members
under the PM Formalisation of Micro
Food Processing Enterprises (PMFME)
scheme of the Ministry of Food
Processing Industries and Rs.4.13 crore as
funds to 75 Farmer Producer
Organizations (FPO) under this mission.

The Finance Ministry released figures of
women's participation in various schemes
on eve of International Women's Day
highlighting the gradual shift in the socio-
economic conditions of women. The
encouraging participation in government
financial schemes meant they would be
capable of managing their finances
confidently and encouraged to make their
own decisions.

Rural Development is not a one-time
effort; it is an ongoing process. It is a big
dream of Prime Minister Modi, which
requires concerted team efforts from all
stakeholders — the Government, financial
institutions, the regulators, rural citizens,
and the community at large. The current
government has already come up with so
many social and financial alleviation
schemes for the poor, however, the fate of
those who are unfortunate remains a
concern. Until the implementation and
evaluating agencies work out to find the
best ways to measure the success or
failure of any scheme and come up with
ways to reach the target population, things
will not change at all. One day we will
encounter a situation where the maximum
rural poor will be benefited under the
various government initiatives through
ICT and technological developments.
Recently, after demonetization in India,
many initiatives have been successfully
implemented in rural India and rural
people are more aware of how to access
government benefits. The presence of an
extensive system would also lead to a
boost in the economy and would also help
to enable the rural population to take a part
in the growth of India.

AUTHOR: SANJANA,
A STUDENT OF DELHI UNIVERSITY
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Re-defining the debates on
anti-conversion laws

he debates on anti-conversion

laws, whether from a social,

cultural or a constitutional
standpoint, often tend to boil down to a
question of “ought” with a moral flavour.
The points of contestation begin to
revolve around the ethical content of
religious conversion as an event and a
process in and of itself, and the acts of
conversion and proselytization are then
judged on the touchstone of morality. The
voices discussing religious conversions as
cultural and historical phenomena
somehow get drowned in this cacophony
opposing the prohibition of
proselytization. Even where historical
accounts on conversion are taken into
perspective, certain hegemonic narratives
appear to take over which portray rosy
images about the past where religious
conversions were supposedly complex

yet peaceful and harmonious processes
rooted in the so-called 'Ganga Jamuni
tehzeeb'. These narratives subdue the
historical realities and alternative
histories of Bharat's past, which expose
religious conversions as much more
inherently violent phenomena, crushing
the latter under their “academic” weight.
A re-examination of such marginalized
alternative histories, a serious
consideration and engagement with the
arguments they put forth, is long due.
Certain sections of the society, including
scholars, might very well feel that this
would open a Pandora's Box, drawing
schisms and wedges within our society; so
be it. While their concerns might be
legitimate, nevertheless, this exercise is
absolutely essential to get a holistic
understanding of our history as a
civilization.

ANTI-CONVERSION 1AW

The history of religious conversions in
Bharat as a largely peaceful affair is based
on at least three highly problematic
arguments/assumptions: the non-
theocratic, culturally accommodating
nature of the pre-colonial states, little
consciousness about religious identities
among common people resulting in
harmony among various faiths and the
fluidity of religious identities during that
era. Such an understanding betrays a lack
of grasp of the intensity of religious
identity formations during pre-colonial
and colonial periods and resultant
conflicts on the ground. The conventional
understanding of mainstream historians
has been very simplistic. It's indeed
surprising (yet not so surprising) that such
straightjacket viewings of our history
come from the Left-Marxist nexus of
historians who have established
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themselves as the guardians of Indian
historiography and have always
emphasized on undertaking a deeply
critical analysis of Indian history. Left's
obsession with having a critical approach
and prioritising problematisation of
situations needs to be applied here.
Dominant narratives need to be tested on
the anvil of till date marginalized
historiography which brings out the brutal
nature of Islamic states in pre-colonial
Bharat, sheds light on the formation of
distinct Hindu and Muslim religious
identities during that period, takes
account of the horrors meted out by the
Christian missionaries, provides deep
insights into their logic of conversion and
fresh identity formation, shows the
violence involved in inter-religious
interactions and religious conversions,
the indigenous Hindu communities being
mainly at the receiving end of it.

Independent India is often displayed as a
fractured nation and a fissured society.
One may note that any step towards
reworking fissiparous tendencies and
activities can't be taken unless we have
established a nuanced yet crystal clear
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understanding of our own past. A society
can'theal itselfunless it reconciles itself to
a truer and nuanced conception of its past.
Any attempt at remedial hermeneutics
requires a reconciliation with our history
to heal our psychological wounds, address
our trauma, have a better comprehension
of our present and then chalk out the path
to asublime future.

At the cost of being a bit repetitive, it
would be worthwhile to have a glimpse
into some of the works of historians who
have attempted to present alternative
histories through rigorous scholarship.

A pathbreaking book in this regard has
been written by the renowned historian,
Padma Shri Dr. Meenakshi Jain. The
book titled Parallel Pathways: Essays on
Hindu-Muslim Relations (1707-1857)
(published by Bhartiya Vidya Bhavan in
2010) is rich in evidence and
argumentation and presents a very
different perspective on Hindu-Muslim
relations during the medieval era. It has
argued that throughout the medieval
period, the Muslim elite in India tried hard
and did retain their links with the larger

ummah. (p. 4) Even in the modern era, the
Indian Muslims were preoccupied with
the theories, languages and paradigms
that have echoed and re-echoed during the
entire Muslim history. (p. 6) Citing an
instance of violence meted out to the
Hindus, she quotes Amir Khusrau as such:
“Whatever live Hindu fell into the King's
hands was pounded into bits under the feet
of elephants. The Musalmans who were
Hindis (country-born) had their lives
spared.” (p. 4) A diverse set of characters
ranging from court poets and historians, to
Sufi saints and scholars emerge in this text
with a strong Muslim consciousness and
clear anti-Hindu stances. Dr. Jain sketches
a lively narrative where these characters
are found advocating the imposition of
shariat and jizya, and encouraging cow-
slaughter. The Nagshbandi Sufi Shaikh
Ahmad Sirhindi proclaimed once,
“Shariat can be fostered through the
sword... The honour of Islam lies in
insulting kufr and kafirs. One who
respects the kafirs, dishonours the
Muslims.” (pp. 11-12) It is pertinent to
note here that such proclamations often
had a strong influence on state policies
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and held considerable hold among the
believing masses.

Hegemonic narratives about a largely
peaceful “Indo-Islam” and mythical
academic folklores prevalent on our
prominent university campuses, weaved
around a supposedly syncretic Hindu-
Muslim culture before the advent of the
British often fail to capture the other side
of our medieval period, which Dr. Jain
beautifully states as such:

“At the intellectual level, the resolve to
maintain distance between the two faiths
remained steady. Around A.D. 1645,
Mihrabi wrote the Hujjat-al-Hind (The
Indian Proof), to caution native converts
from reverting to Hindu practices.
Though acknowledging similarities
between yogic practices and the Sufi path,
Mihrabi condemned yogis as devoid of
divine grace, an opinion the Sufis shared.
Indeed any resemblances with Hinduism
were vehemently denied. “Cultural
apartheid” remained the exemplar in
medieval Muslim India, “in default of
cultural history”.” (p. 14)

Reading and engaging with this extremely
troubling history is essential precisely due
to the reason that it challenges, and at
times demolishes, several myths passed
on under the garb of history. Sufi culture,
considered as an epitome of India's
syncretic culture and religious inter-
mingling, then turns out to have a darker

side where it overlaps and further the
cause of fundamentalist Islam, i.e.,
conversion and genocide of the
indigenous Hindu populations. Speaking
of indigeneity, perhaps it's also time for
our academic spaces to seriously consider
researching on 'Middle Eastern
coloniality’ (for more on this, see India
that is Bharat: Coloniality, Civilisation,
Constitution) and its influence on Indian
historiography and other social sciences.

At the intellectual, cultural and public
levels, Hindu-Muslim relations seem to
be have been stressed and violent as well.
The gloomy clouds of conversion and loss
of culture, the banality of state-sponsored
barbarism, were dealt with by the people
on a daily basis. As the monograph titled
Becoming Hindus and Muslims: Reading
the Cultural Encounter in Bengal 1342-
1905 by intellectual historian Dr. Saumya
Dey suggests, distinct religious identities
as Hindus and Muslims were already in
the process of formation during the
medieval era, the Bengali folk poems and
songs being a testament to it. These songs
and ballads displayed a variety of
anxieties, including that of conversion
and of loss of one's religious identity and
cultural lifeworld.

The entire point being that these lived
realities of our wounded past need to be
taken into consideration while
understanding the contemporary issues of
religious
conversion and the
controversy around
anti-conversion
laws such as “Love
Jihad” laws. One is
left awestruck by
the deafening
silence of certain
intellectual and
political sections on
hate crimes such as
Love Jihad despite
the availability of
considerable
evidence to attest

mage credit: WavebreakMediaMicro
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the claims. Similarly, the conversion
tactics deployed by Christian
missionaries amongst the vulnerable
sections of Hindu society are barely
contested. A prime reason is that a society
spoon-fed on false history is condemned
to an ignorant present and a doomed
future.

A unique research project developed for
around 40 years on the comparative
science of cultures by S.N.
Balagangadhara has now contested the
use of “religion” as a lens to study Indian
culture. In his magnum opus, he has
argued that religion itself is a Christian
idea and hence doesn't adequately
comprehend Indic culture and traditions,
which are in dire need of a fresh
theoretical framework to explain them.
The constitutional debates around anti-
conversion laws are duty-bound to
address these arguments, acknowledge
what the use of “religion” (along with a
religious-secular divide) in Articles 25
and 26 of the Indian Constitution implies,
explore its implications, and publicly
describe what conversion and
proselytization really entail.

With a massive spurt in the reportage of
cases of Love Jihad, conversion rackets,
religious hate crimes against lower caste
Hindus, a rampant increase in missionary
activities in geopolitically sensitive
regions of India with ever increasing
infiltration of radicalised Rohingyas and
Bangladeshi Muslims, the need for having
at least an anti-conversion law at the
national level is being vehemently voiced.
It shall bode well for the debates
following the tabling of such a bill in
Parliament to do the minimum favour of
addressing our alternative, deeply painful
histories.

AUTHOR: YASHOWARDHAN TIWARI IS
AN LL.M. (GENERAL LEGAL STUDIES)
CANDIDATE AND HAS PREVIOUSLY
WORKED AS A GRADUATE RESEARCH
IMMERSION PROGRAMME (GRIP)
SCHOLAR AT JINDAL GLOBAL LAW
SCHOOL.
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Right to Education Act

n March 2021, the National

Commission for Protection of Child

Rights (NCPCR) had submitted a
detailed report on how the exemption
under Article 15(5) of the Indian
Constitution with respect to Article 21A
had a strong impact on the educational
opportunities that are available to children
belonging to minority communities.

The NCPCR's report highlighted that
around 62.50% of students in Minority
Educational institutions belong to non-
minority communities, and it was more
than 70% in the states of Andhra Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Punjab, Chandigarh,
Chhattisgarh, Daman & Diu, Dadra &
Nagar Haveli, Delhi, Haryana, Madhya
Pradesh, Puducherry, Rajasthan,
Uttarakhand. In the absence of any clear
guidelines regarding the minimum levels
of enrolment of Minority students, the
minority schools are catering only to
7.95% of the minority children population
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in the States. While schools being run by
the Muslim community have more than
75% of the student population belonging
to the Muslim Community, however, the
figures of schools established by the Jains
community is less than 20% and for the
Sikh, Buddhist, Parsi, and Christian
community, the figure is less than 30%
respectively. Since Minority Educational
Institutions are outside the net of the RTE
Act, therefore many of them are deprived
of good infrastructure, quality, and an
adequate number of teachers, books,
uniforms, and mid-day meals, etc. The
Fundamental Right of Free &
Compulsory education of lakhs of
children (6-14 years) belonging to
Minority Community is being violated by
this exemption.

In November 2006, the Prime Minister's
High-Level Committeelstifor Preparation
of Report on Social, Economic and
Educational Status of the Muslim

Community of India, under the

Chairmanship of Justice Rajindar Sachar,
submitted its report which highlighted the
poor socio, economic and educational
status of the Muslim community.

The Fundamental Rights of free and
compulsory education guaranteed under
Article 21-A and recognized under the
RTE Act must be made available to all
children in the country irrespective of
their religion. The right of a child should
not be restricted only to free and
compulsory education but should be
extended to having quality education,
without any discrimination on the ground
of their economic, social, and cultural
background. The State is required to treat
all religions and religious groups equally,
however, can make special provisions for
women and children.

In a catena of Judgments that interference
in matters of regulations is permissible, so
long as that regulation is directed towards
achieving educational excellence. In fact,

Image credit: smolaw11
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the State has the power to make
Regulatory measures even in respect of
the Minority institutions.

In TM.A. Pai Foundation and Ors. Vs.
State of Karnataka and Ors., (2002) 8 SCC
481, where this Hon'ble Court at para 107
held as follows:

“.... Any regulation framed in the national
interest must necessarily apply to all
educational institutions, whether run by
the majority or the minority. Such a
limitation must necessarily be read into
Article 30. The right under Article 30(1)
cannot be such as to override the national
interest or to prevent the government from
framing regulations in that behalf. It is, of
course, true that government regulations
cannot destroy the minority character of
the institution or make the right to
establish and administer a mere illusion;
but the right under Article 30 is not so
absolute as to be above the law.”

The minority institutions do not want the
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RTE Act to apply to them in the garb of
protecting the Minority Character of their
institution as well as safeguarding their
Right to establish and administer these
institutions, however, they are admitting
children belonging to non-minority
communities, presumably for monetary
gains and profit. It is important to
highlight that there is not an adequate
number of children belonging to the
minority communities who are studying
in these institutions. This defeats the very
goal of achieving compulsory elementary
education in the country. The Principles of
Equity, Equality, and Justice for the
children of our country merits that the law
should be the same for all the citizens and
there should not be any distinction in its
applicability.

The goals of providing free and
compulsory education to all children in
age group six to fourteen would not
possible if the Minority Institutions are
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completely kept outside the scope and
ambit of the RTE Act. The underlying
philosophy and the very objective of
Articles 15(5), 29 & 30 is defeated since
these so-called “Minority Educational
Institutions™ are not working solely for
the welfare of students from minority
communities but are operating to fulfil
their ulterior motives. We feel upon
consideration of a catena of Judgments of
the Honourable Supreme Court of India,
Sections 1(4) and 1(5) of the RTE Act are
Ultra vires to Article 14 and 21-A of
Constitution of India since they Deprive
Educational Excellence to children
belonging to minority communities.

AUTHOR: GAUTAM JHA IS AN ADVOCATE

ON RECORD, PRACTICING BEFORE THE
SUPREME COURT OF INDIA. PANKAJ
KUMAR IS A FORMER EXPERT ON
MISSION TO THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH
COMMISSIONER FOR THE REFUGEES
AND ADVOCATE, SUPREME COURT OF
INDIA.
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SRIAT b BT H HRA
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YR 9oiR ¥ fofesr 9 & geb

Ufa<rd I8 T8 aUT a8 1913 | df Had
1.4 Uf=1d 81 %8 78 kg v 1939 #
TS IR 2.4 Ufa=rd g1 718 o | fafew
U HId § YR & A\t Iare
D! T8 T8 PR o T UT| 39 b
e fafewr = @@ &1 Afaar o
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fac=h, S € SOIRT @ g 89 @ A
TP (ATl Th RIUBR & IdTG] B

RrerR ar ot 8 91U 81 YRd & ARTR®!
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IR YRd & Thd B IS H gfg
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The Transformation of
Uttar Pradesh under
Yogi Adityanath's leadership

n March 2017, when BJP named Yogi

Adityanath as the Chief Minister

after their landslide victory in UP,
many political pundits wrote him off even
before he took the oath of the CM's office.
Analysts thought a saffron-clad mahant
can only teach lessons in dharma and
governance is not his cup of tea. This was
a lazy analysis or hate for his saffron attire
at best. 4.5 years in office — Yogi has
proved them all wrong.

Uttar Pradesh, a state that used to be at the
bottom of various development indices
except for Crime under the governments
of Akhilesh Yadav, Mulayam Singh
Yadav, and Mayawati, has seen a wind of
change with tremendous growth and

achievements over the past four and a half
years under Yogi Adityanath's leadership,
and this is nothing short of a miracle given
the short time span. Yogi Adityanath, who
has been a five-time member of
parliament, knew it was crucial to fix the
law-and-order situation in the state and
reinstate the trust of entrepreneurs and
businesses, to bring a sense of prosperity
to the state. Being the taskmaster that he
is, he took the challenges head-on by
increasing the ranks and file of the State
Police Force by 1.5 Lakh Personnel and
strategically bringing down gangsters,
history sheeters within each district, and
placed a strong emphasis on protecting
businesses from land grabbers and
extortionists. These factors along with the

incentives that were provided to the
industries for setting up their units in the
state played a major role in the
revitalization of Uttar Pradesh's industrial
landscape and economy.

The improved Law and Order situation of
the state resulted in it receiving
investment proposals up to the tune of Rs
5 lac crores per annum and a large
percentage of them saw groundbreaking
ceremonies. In the past four and a half
years, the State of Uttar Pradesh has
jumped from the 12th to the 2nd spot in
Ease of Doing Business Ranking since
2017, and it has outpaced several
industrialized states such as Tamil Nadu,
Mabharashtra, and Telangana.




In addition to this, the state's fast-paced
infrastructure development led to
increased availability in power, and it also
decluttered the red-tapism that the
entrepreneurs used to face during the
previous regimes, and this further lead to
the creation of many jobs for the state's
citizens. The State also conducted large-
scale recruitments transparently and
fairly, and it propelled the MSME through
an innovative scheme like One District-
One Product (ODOP), which further
increased the overall jobs as a part of the
government's employment drive under
Yogi's leadership. As a result of this, the
state's per capita income almost doubled
and the unemployment rate dove to 4.1%
in February 2021 as compared to 17.5% in
2017 when Akhilesh Yadav had just
stepped out of office. It is because of these
aforementioned factors that the State of
Uttar Pradesh is now rapidly moving
towards becoming the biggest economy
within the country, and it has already

jumped to 2nd position in Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP) from its 7th
position under Akhilesh Yadav's
leadership.

Prime Minister Modi's usage of the slogan
'double engine ki Sarkar' in his speeches
during the state election campaigns in UP
urged the people to vote the BJP into
power so that it works in consonance with
the government at the Centre and on the
same frequency, but this was understood
by the people to be nothing more than
political rhetoric. However, Yogi
Adityanath has proved it to be otherwise
and that 'double engine' means 'double
growth' for the states. The State of UP has
worked in synchronization with the
Centre, and they have implemented all the
latter's development schemes efficiently
and excellently while crossing all the
required targets. Yogi has constantly
brought senior cabinet ministers to the
state to iron out pending issues and set
larger targets that are to be achieved under
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his able leadership, which range from a
multitude of fields ranging from the
distribution of Gas Stoves to the
construction of toilets and the
construction of houses for the
underprivileged, across which Uttar
Pradesh has proven to be one of the top
achievers.

Decoding the elements behind Yogi's
success will provide us with some
valuable life lessons. He was brought up
in a hard working-class family, where his
late father was known for his incorruptible
reputation as a forest officer in
Uttarakhand. During his tenure as a
member of parliament from 1998 to 2017,
he was among India's top-performing
parliamentarians on the count of
attendance, number of questions asked,
number of debates participated in and
number of private member bills
presented.

During his two decades as a Member of
Parliament, Yogi trained himself
meticulously on governance and policy
frameworks. He invested three to four
hours every day in visiting the Janta-
Darbars in Gorakhpur for the past 20
years, kept his ears close to the ground,
and knew the pains and grievances of the
people. In these two decades, Yogi also
managed more than three dozen
educational, health, and social institutions
of'the Gorakhnath Mutt, like a super CEO.
While possessing such a rich wealth of
experience and grounding, Yogi hit the
ground running in 2017 and shook the
slumber of Uttar Pradesh, catapulting it
first amongst its equals within the past
four and a half years. He transformed
Uttar Pradesh from a that was counter
under the BimarU States into one of
India's most prominent and emerging
Investment destinations.

AUTHOR: SHANTANU GUPTA,
BIOGRAPHER OF YOGI ADITYANATH
(PART 1: THE MONK WHO BECAME
CHIEF MINISTER, PART 2: THE MONK
WHO TRANSFORMED UTTAR PRADESH)
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Mission Karmyogi: Integrating
Academia in Capacity-Building for
Civil Servants

Wmm I
< YHIUT

Whatever action a great man performs, common men follow. And whatever
standards he sets by exemplary acts, all the world pursues.

hagavad Gita, Chapter Three

There has been renewed focus on capacity
building for India's civil servants. The
Central government's
Karmayogi” program has been envisaged
as the most comprehensive bureaucratic
capacity-building initiative that will
empower government employees to
become public servants who are more
"creative, proactive, professional and
technology-enabled”. The focus of such
reform is to enhance the administrative
capacity and effectiveness of the public
administration in India. This initiative,
announced in 2020, will task the newly
formed Capacity Building Commission,
which is comprised of experts from
multiple fields, with creating and then
implementing capacity building plans.

“Mission

What does “Mission Karmyogi” entail?

Mission Karmayogi has six pillars —
Policy Framework, Institutional
Framework, Competency Framework,
Digital Learning Framework, electronic
Human Resource Management System
(e-HRMS), and Monitoring and
Evaluation Framework. This ambitious
effort has long been considered urgent
given the need for greater capacity
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building among public administrators,
many of whom have little formal training
or qualification in core topics of
administration and governance when they
join the prestigious Indian Civil Services.

“Mission Karmyogi” challenges the
steel frame of the past

The primary drive of this reform is to
transform India's civil service system
transition from a “rules-based” to a “roles-
based” model so that it that can address
the current capacity-related challenges of
both rural and urban India. Over the years,
many issues in governance and policy
implementation can be attributed to any
lack of robust and consistent training
policies, unnecessary barriers to
collaboration, and weak emphasis on
continuous learning amongst civil
servants. These are the effects of a rule-
based approach that is itself a remnant of
the colonial administration. In those days,
new entrants were expected to develop
skills from their supervisors rather than
undergo any prior training. Such formal
training was not considered necessary as
the focus of the colonial administration
was collecting revenue and maintaining
law and order.

Challenges of Indian Civil Services post
partition of India

In standards of public administration in
India after it attained Independence from
the British Raj was marred by severe
political and social upheaval. Although
the system was able to withstand the
immense pressure on it because of the
Second World War. However, partition
had disastrous effects and the eventual
division of the civil administration dealt a
severe blow to its functioning and morale,
which resulted in more than half the ICS
officers either resigning or moving to
service in Pakistan. This happened at a
time when the nation needed
administrative expertise, given the
migration and violence that took place
because of the country's partition.
(Maheshwari, 1984). Perhaps the most
important expectation of Indian public
administration was its reorientation from
a colonial administration to a “citizen”
administration. Those who were once
subjects, the public, became the new
masters. It would be right to say that
Indian public administration rose to the
challenge and even exceeded many
expectations (Maheshwari, 1984). There
was broad-based support for this new
“people” administration from across the
political class, with national leaders
expressing their confidence in the
institution.




Reforms
Independence

introduced post-

The American academician, Paul. H.
Appleby, who was invited by the
government to study Indian
administration, remarked that it was one
of the most advanced governments with a
broad constitution that was also open to
feedback and improvement (Appleby,
1953). Based on his recommendation, the
government established the Indian
Institute of Public Administration (IIPA)
in New Delhi to lead the transformation of
its public administration into a people-
oriented administration in the newly
sovereign, democratic country. Such
administration needed to instil public
service values in its mission and vision
and institutes such as the IIPA and
LBSNAA were specifically focused on
training administrators for that purpose.
Our Nation's public administration
education began in 1937 when the first
diploma in public administration was
granted at Madras University and this was
soon followed by the establishment of the
Department of Public Administration and
Local Self-Government at Nagpur
University in 1949.

What needs to be done?

Based upon the recommendations of the
Administrative Reform Committee in
1966, the Administrative Training
Institutes (ATI) was established with the
aim of providing India's civil servants
with the necessary competency and skills
for administrators considering the
changing nature of the state-centre
relationships. The committee has laid a
prime emphasis on the importance of
continuous training throughout a civil
servant's career hence there was a need for
the ATIs had to understand the needs of
civil servants at various levels of
administration. More importantly, the
ARC highlighted the role of academic
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institutions in the training and capacity
building of civil servants, through
lectures, seminars, discussions, which
with the current remote facilities can
surely be amplified across the nation.

In the current situation, the new entrants
are not mandated or expected to have any
prior degree or experience in the fields of
public administration, public policy, or
political science. However, even though
the new entrants lack any formal
education in the fields, the bulk of such
knowledge is likely to be imparted during
their preparation for the national civil
service entrance examination. A vast
majority of the students prefer to enrol
themselves with preparatory institutions
and coaching centres for the civil service
examinations and they cannot be blamed
for preferring the same over a formalized
study of public administration and
relation programs, since the latter is not
widespread or popular.

Manoharan et al (2020) has found that the
number of universities offering academic
programs in public administration was an
uncommon sight across the country and
the students who had enrolled themselves
in such programs were primarily focused
on scoring well in the examinations,
rather than equipping themselves with the
necessary skills for future careers in
public service. Furthermore, the author
also observed that the syllabi and
curriculum of such academic programs
were heavily influenced by the syllabus
and examination scheme of the civil
service examination. Such a bold and
ambitious effort would mean overhauling
the entry and training of civil service
officers in India. Those entering the civil
services should have a wide range of
educational backgrounds. But they often
need the space to integrate their
background with the workings of the
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administrative machinery.

Although the fresh civil service entrants
are required to undergo initial training at
various training institutes, it is pertinent to
provide them with continuous training
opportunities throughout their careers.
The universities and colleges would be the
government's most logical partners in
providing continuous training and skill
enhancement to the civil servants, and
such departments must strengthen their
academic programs related to public
administration, public policy, public
management, and related fields.
Collaboration could lead to new courses
that are relevant to the needs of the civil
servants and provide opportunities for
civil servants to interact with students.

The most promising avenues for potential
academic collaboration would be with the
Indian Institute of Public Administration
(ITPA) and the ATIs. The IIPA was
envisioned to be a leader and role model
for training schools across the nation, and
this was also reiterated by PM Vajpayee in
his speech at the IIPA's Founder Day
function in 1999; it was “...expected to
actively participate in the training and
retraining of civil servants in the art and
science of Public Administration”. The
ITPA is based in the nation's capital, and
the ATTs are in the state capitals. Together,
they can collaborate with academic
institutions to provide the structure for
streamlining and strengthening the
training of civil servants and increase their
capacity to serve the public.

AUTHOR: DR. AROON MANOHARAN IS
AN ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR AT THE
MCCORMACK GRADUATE SCHOOL AT
UMASS, BOSTON.

DR. POOJA PASWAN IS AN ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR OF PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION AT JAMIA MILLIA
ISLAMIA UNIVERSITY, NEW DELHI. SHE
IS CURRENTLY AN ASSOCIATE OF THE
NOVEMBER 2021 BATCH AT THE INDIAN
INSTITUTE OF ADVANCE STUDY, SHIMLA
OUR GRATITUDE TO INDIAN INSTITUTE
OF ADVANCE STUDY, SHIMLA FOR
PROVIDING THE NECESSARY
RESOURCES FOR THE ARTICLE.

5)Vajpayee, A. B. (1999). Indian administration today: Remedying its weaknesses. Indian Journal of Public Administration, 45(1), 1-4.
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Digital Innovation

OVID-19 has been one of the

toughest times since India

attained Independence, and the
second wave earlier this year was
ferocious. It caught most people off
guard; the spread of the virus accelerated
at an incredible pace, leading to an impact
to the public health system and on the
overall economy so badly which in turn
had impacted almost everyone in the
country. During this unprecedented
pandemic time, certain systems naturally
failed since the need for supplies such as
medical oxygen, PPE kits, etc was
unprecedently high as compared to the
past but we bounced back quickly to
become Atma Nirbhar (Self-sufficient)
within no time. India could respond well

to all such challenges
including the world's
largest vaccination
program right from the
research, development,
manufacturing,
distribution of vaccine,
and finally mass
vaccination to more than
100 crore people of India
inrecord time.

While that's a phenomenal achievement
for us as a country, one important pillar
which has played a major role during the
pandemic to sustain our economy and
daily routines for millions of people in
Information Technology (IT), whose
backbone which India has built during
very recent times. What would have
happened if this pandemic would have
sometime around 2010? And just think
for a moment that you were forced to
reside inside your house for weeks and
months due to lockdown, Work from a
remote place, online education for
children, ordering food, and other daily
needs & services online? The digital
platforms that have been utilized in the

banking system, e-commerce platform,
and online academic system were not
even on the horizon during that time.
Furthermore, the reach of mobile phones
was very limited and internet speed was
not a fraction of what is available today.
Since all these were non-existent at that
time, one can hardly imagine what would
have happened to the common man and
the overall economy and sovereignty of
the country in such a terrible pandemic
time?

As said by many visionaries in the past,
the Twenty-first century belongs to India.
Making this statement true, in the last two
decades, India has witnessed two major
revolutions which have helped us to
elevate India's position as one of the
strongest technological powerhouses in
the world and this has helped us to stand
strong despite this deadly pandemic time.
The first one was the telecom revolution
started in 2000 during the NDA
government led by Shri Atal Bihari
Bajpaiji which provided a lot of relaxation
on spectrum availability, pro-business
policies, incentive on new IT / Telecom
infrastructure, etc. Progressing and

Image credit: Jekh
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future-oriented steps were taken by the
NDA government at a time when people
used to wait for years and years post
application to have a telephone line at
their home or office. With this revolution,
the mobile telephone became a necessity
and part of life rather than merely being a
luxury for a specific section of society.
India spotted on the world's digital map
for the first time with increased
teledensity. It was due to this
technological revolution that major
technology giants started looking towards
India as a great investment opportunity
for IT and ITES, which resulted in a
billion-dollar IT service industry that
didn't exist earlier in India. This
revolution also helped to lay down
countrywide high-speed data and voice
networks on which many of the initiatives

Customer place Order

later launched.

The second revolution was the digital
revolution which has not only helped
millions of lives in the pandemic but has
made India much stronger. The
revolutionary thinking of prime minister
Shri Narendra Modi gave a very clear
message to bring reforms relying on new-
age technology when he made his first
speech from Red Fort on 15th August
2014. The journey started to align his
vision to make India digitally superpower.
He announced a massive financial
inclusion program “Pradhan Mantri
Jandhan Yojana (PMJDY)” to bring
maximum people into the digital banking
system which has added 430 Crore people
to the digital banking system in the last 7
years.

Distributor

Market Rate
Order

—

Oil Company

Now, look at the wonders what we have
created in the last 7 years which is surely a
matter of pride for any citizen. With over
25 billion transactions in the year 2020
and more than 3.65 billion transactions
only on UPI (Unified Payment Interface)
in September 2021, India has the most
sophisticated and advanced payment
platform which is way ahead in digital
payments as compared to an equally
populous country like China or a country
with more advanced technology like the
USA.

With over 1.29 billion digital identity
Aadhar Cards issued, India has by far the
largest and the best unique identity
architecture in the world, based on
biometrics and many more advanced
features. Launched in 2016, India's
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DELIVERING THE DIGITAL FUTURE

National Agriculture Market or e-NAM
connects more than 17 million of India's
farmers to a common national digital
marketplace where they can trade in their
Agri-produce. The Arogya Setu app, with
over 190 million registered users became
the world's most used mobile app in
identifying, monitoring, and mitigating
the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Once former Prime Minister Late Shri
Rajeev Gandhi said that out of one rupee
spent by the government for the welfare of
the downtrodden, only 15 paise from it
reaches the people for whom it is meant.
Where is this 85 paise going? Today, with
more than 325 schemes and a cumulative
transfer of more than $250 billion over 7
years, India has developed the world's
best, leakage proof DBT (Direct Benefits
Transfer) model.

JAM Trinity is the biggest reform for
direct subsidy transfer to Indian citizens.
With the outbreak of the COVID-19
pandemic and the imposition of lockdown
and social distancing norms, DBT
emerged as a boon in providing succor
and relief to millions of citizens whose
livelihood was impacted. The economic
empowerment of citizens demands a
continuous connection between the
citizens and the government. Seamless
integration between Jandhan, Aadhaar,
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and Mobile has helped in the
Direct Benefit Transfer
connecting the remotest
corners of India which has
revolutionized India's
governance delivery.

Today, India has
leapfrogged across markets
that are more mature, to
embrace new technological
changes, as demonstrated
by the adoption of mobile
communications,
smartphones, and apps.
India's banking sector has
made significant progress in
moving towards a cashless
economy. Moreover, India
has also been a consistent
source of intellectual capital, especially in
technology, strengthening our case of
“Make in India” towards the entire world.
Engineers across the nation are
developing next-generation software and
technology that powers some of the
world's most successful and innovative
businesses and ideas.

As India is moving forward to become a
vital engine of the world economy, so one
will wonder how did this all happen? How
did India emerge as the leader in the high
technology domain despite its many
perceived shortcomings and the
everlasting historical baggage of being a
developing nation?

Rome was not built overnight and neither
was our digital revolution. It is pertinent
to note that the true digital revolution
started by the “Digital India” vision is
perhaps the most successful initiative
launched by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi soon after he became the Prime
Minister in 2014. He managed to achieve
what could not be done for the last 70
years, within just 7 years, Digital India has
become a symbol of empowerment for
those who are left behind and those who
innovate and make India proud with their
innovations.

It reflects the vision of our PM in the true

sense, in the year 2015 he had remarked
that “Technology empowers the less
empowered. If there is a strong force that
brings a change in the lives of those on the
margins it is technology. It (technology)
combines 3Ss- speed, simplicity, and
service. Technology is fast, technology is
simple and technology is a brilliant way to
serve people. It is also a great teacher. The
more we learn about technology and the
more we learn through technology, the
betteritis”

Digital India has changed the mindset and
the cultural consciousness of the country
and more importantly has brought huge
transparency, be it in governance or
businesses. It is after a very long time that
Indians can now claim to create products
and services that are original, replicable,
world-class, and breakthrough
technologies. Innovation through
technology is part of the
conceptualization of any scheme
government thinks oftoday.

The automatic toll collection system
FasTag is the best example of
transparency, innovation, and efficiency.
The digital revolution is not limited only
to a few metros or few states but it is a pan-
India phenomenon. The government and
the private sector have found the perfect
balance where the government creates the
infrastructure and business-friendly
regulatory policy which supports ease of
doing business in India.

Any Indian who looks at how much we
have progressed during the past seven
years can proudly say that he dreamt of it,
the nation made it. The entire Nation has
joined hands to make the dream of a
Digital India a reality. Youngsters are
enthusiastic, the industry is supportive
and the government is proactive. India has
accomplished the mission of the digital
revolution.

Author: Bharat Panchal is former chief of risk
at NPCIL.

Views expressed in this article are purely personal.

The images used for representation purpose only.
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