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Ministre des Affaires indiennes et Ministe£ of Indian Affairs and
: du Nord ganadien et interfocuteur fédéral Northern Development and Federal Interlocutor

auprés des Métis et des Indiens non inscrits for Métis and Non-Status Indians
Oitawa, Canada K14 OHe |

? lqaluit, April 17, 2006

Six Nations "iroquals™ Confederacy
PO Box 1478
OHSWEKEN OGN NOA 1A0

'

Dear Haudenosaunee Six Nations Canfederacy Councll: .

| would fike to reiterale my acknowledgement of your jetter dated March 27, 2006,
addressed 1o Professor Michaal Coyle, whom | appointed as an independent fact-finder o
examine Issues surrounding the occupation of Douglas Creek Estates near Caledonia,

Ontarnio,

As mentioned in my Aprl) 13" letter 10 the Haudenosaunee Six Nations Confederacy, | have
taken note of your concerns. The issues that you raise In your letter are important ones. |
have addrassed the areas which fall under federal ]urisdlcbon in the Jaint Ofter for & New
Understanding Among Six Nations, Canada and Onfarp, & documnent which was prepared
by the Goevernment of Ganada and the Government of Ontario. This Joint Offer constitutes
a comprehensive series of measures to achieve progress on the issues raised by the
Haudenosaunee Six Nations Confederacy in the March 27™ letter addressed to Michael

Coyle.

| also wish to refterate that | fully subscribe to the view that traditional beliefs, values, and

practces of Six Nations need to be better understood by governments and local interests. |

alao believe that a community/public education campalgn on the history of the Six Nations

tand interests will be beneficial. Under the Joint Offer for a:New Unaderstanding referred to

earlier, we are prepared to fund processes to support these two objectives, as well as
© processes o address internal Six Nations governance Issues.

; ) would aiso like to reaffirm the Gevemment of Canada’s comm!tmenttu addressing those
., claims cumrently being discussed jointly with Ontario and Six Natiorrs, As outfined by my
' representative in the meetings held in the Iast few days in Brantford, ON, Canada is
prepared o fast track other claims identifled by the exploratory team as being potentially
conducive to a negetialed outcoma, which, upen ratification by the community, could resuit
in settlement payments ta Six Nabons. ;
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I must add, however, that progress can only be made jointly by all parties. | have taken the
proactive steps of addressing your concerns with my colleague, Minister David Ramsey of
Ontario. We understand that you require a formal offer, which we are doing by jointly
' signing the Joint Offer, and my writing this letter of response is additional procf of our good
faith. In order to bind this agreement, however, we must ask you to do yaur pert by taking
appropriate actions to end the protest at Douglas Creek Estates immediately, and to
repudlate and assist in taking action to end any future occupations as long as we are
negotiating with the Six Nations community the delalled agreement and work plan 10
implement the commitments made by governments In the Jomt Offer presenied to the Six

Nations community.

This immediate action on your part will pravide the means to ensure the safely of Six
Nations community, and will strengthen the relatianship between ocur governments and your
community, and ensure that we move forward on these matters of mutual concern.

Sincerely,

4 :

8 Ji ¢e, PC. QC, MP

CC:. The Honourable David Ramsay
Chief David General, Six Nations Elected Coundcil l
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