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IRISH NEUTRALITY has rarely been so popular and yet so

threatened. Everyone right, left and centre supports
neutrality by which they mean not signing @ military pact with
oither the United States or the Soviet Union,

Yot the greatest threat to lrish neutrality lies at our own

doorstep, Since gigning the Treaty of Rome Iréland has been
forced to examine its ‘traditional neutrality’ which amounted to
little more than hear, see and gay nothing, and pray that the
bombs will fall somewhere else. The impetus for European unity
arose from the world wars, and for most member states it is logical
to put most stress on military unity; if only to loosen the bonds
with the aggressive American nuclear missile policy forced on its
NATO allies like Holland, Italy, Greece and Denmark.

The revival of the 30 year old Western European Union (WEU)
as a European lobby within NATO has serious implications for Irish
participation in any future EEC military initiative. Already the
European Council of Ministers likes to ‘speak with one voice’ on
international issues which has lessened Ireland’s identification
with post-colonial states and underdeveloped countries.

Since independence, most Irish politicians have viewed
neutrality as a bargaining chip in a high stakes diplomatic game
with Britain to secure unity with Northern Ireland. Even that
prominent advocate of neutrality, Sean MacBride, was willing to
consider NATO membership in return for British withdrawal from
the North. That was thirty years ago, but it is only three years
since Fianna F4il’s leader, Charles Haughey took the first tentative
steps towards ending the country’s neutrality in the euphoria
following his ‘Georgian teapot negotiations’ with Margaret
Thatcher. The totality of relationships within and between these
islands certainly included a military aspect, and he was tempted to
shift policy on neutrality at the party’s Ard Fheis before a clamour
of protest forced its abandonment. Only Thatcher’s expectation of
total Irish support for the Falklands and a belated concern within
Fianna Fail for the lives of Argentinian sailors prevented a military
alliance with some NATO countries.

During the European election campaign Fianna F4il displayed
classic opportunism with its slogan ‘Protect Ireland’s neutrality —
vote Fianna Fail’. Charles Haughey declared: ‘The Fianna F4il
position is clear and unequivocal on the question of neutrality. As
far as we are concerned we will never become a member of any
military alliance.” Judging by Haughey’s record of strokes and
shifts — especially over Northern Ireland — his party’s position is
anything but clear and unequivocal.

Fine Gael are just as equivocal. They wish to please their
Christian Democrat allies in Europe, while pandering to popular
opposition to NATO membership at home.

The initiative by the Irish Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament in
organising door-to-door canvasses to increase awareness of our
neutrality is a welcome counter to the ambivalence of our con-
servative MEP’s who have a dubious record on cruise and
Pershing missiles in Europe. CND wants a commitment to
neutrality enshrined in the Constitution and that would be a major
step forward.

A further step forward would require the development of a
policy of positive neutrality. This would involve reaching beyond
our shores, and joining with other neutral and non-aligned
countries in actively working for world peace and disarmament. In
today’s world, neutrality means a lot more than simply standing
aloof from conflict; it means preventing it.
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(_:t_)ndolence

THE WORKERS'’ PARTY last
month sent the following
message of condolence to the
Central Committee of the Italian
Communist Party on the death
of Enrico Berlinguer, General
Secretary P.C.I.

‘The Workers’ Party have just
learned of the death of
Comrade Enrico Berlinguer,
General Secretary of the
Communist Party of Italy. We
send our deepest and
comradely sympathy to all
Italian Communists on this
tragic happening. Comrade
Berlinguer’s death is a blow,
not alone to the Communist
Party of Italy, but to pro-
gressive forces throughout the
world.

‘His outstanding contribution
to the development and
building of the Italian
Communist Party as the major
progressive force in Western
Europe will be his enduring
memorial.

‘On behalf of all members,
supporters and progressive
people of Ireland, the Executive
Political Committee of The
Workers' Party tenders its
sincere condolences.’

Sinn Féin ‘law
and order’

‘I’LL BE VOTING Sinn Féin this
time,” a middle-aged woman in
Dublin told the /rish Times on
the eve of the European
Elections. ‘I'm tired of all the
robbings and muggings.’

° The following letter, reprinted
from the Northern People,
might cause her and like-
minded people to have second
thoughts:

‘The problem of teenage
hooliganism and vandalism is an
ever increasing one in all
working class areas of Belfast.

‘Lately we have witnessed
the Provo solution to this.
Gangs of known Provos can be
seen nightly roaming our streets
during the hours of darkness,
wielding hurling sticks, some
with nails protruding from them
whilst other members of this
lunatic fringe are armed with
iron bars.

‘They have been known to
drag terrified youngsters from
their homes and beat them
senseless. It is worth noting
that many of those responsible
for these sadistic attacks are
well known to local people as
incorrigible thugs.

‘Gerry Adams, commenting
at a recent meeting in St.

Paul’s Hall stated that some
parents have lost control of

their children. Can he really
wonder at this? Knowing as he
does that when concerned

parents complained

Provisional Sinn Féin about
their kids joining the Provo

Fianna they were tol

ceremoniously to clear off or
they would be severely dealt

with,
‘At the same mee
Montague implored

lead by their own example. Let

| us all hope that this

not lost on the Provo leaders
and that they will start by
ceasing their attacks on life and

property.

‘When all is said and done, a
large part of the blame for the
present situation rests squarely

on the heads of the

it is up to them to play their

part in giving a lead
wayward teenagers.

cannot be done with nail-
studded hurleys or with iron

dealt another body-blow
recently when Princess
Margaret attacked a famous

to son of Tipperary. ‘| won't,” she
fumed, ‘be photographed with
that over-made-up tart.’

No, she wasnt referring to
Ronald Reagan, but to the
celebrated pop singer Boy
George.

Appeal

AN APPEAL for funds to help
the families of striking British
miners has been launched by
the Workers’ Party.

The official strike of the
National Union of Mineworkers
is now in its fourth month. The
workers are engaged in a long
and bitter struggle to defend
their jobs, their communities,
| and the trade union rights of

tens of thousands of miners.

The families are now
suffering real deprivation, and
are being denied even bare

Id un-

ting Dean
parents to

message is

Provos. So

to today’s
This

T —
asks ‘Irish people in general,
and trade unionists in particular
to help the British mineworkers
in their hour of need.
Remember that during the 1913
lockout in Dublin, it was the
British working class who came
to the rescue with donations of
over £50,000 — a huge sum in
those days.

‘Please send whatever you
can afford to: Miners Appeal,
The Workers’ Party, 30

Gardiner Place, Dublin 1. All
contributions will be receipted
and passed promptly to the

| NUM.*

Guaranteed Irish

THE much battered
‘Guaranteed lrish’ scheme has
been relaunched following the
European Court ruling that it

| should no longer be an official

state agency. Since June, it has
been administered by the
Confederation of Irish Industry
(Cll) as an independent
company with directors rep-
resenting manufacturing and
retail firms as well as trade

| union interests.
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The original ‘Guaranteed
Irish’ scheme was introduced in
1975 by the Irish Goods Council
to promote the symbol for
quality, and make consumers
aware of Irish made products.

The relaunched company
expect to have 2,000 firms
participating by the end of the
year. Firms qualify by ensuring
that at least 40 per cent of the
product’s ex-factory selling
price is made up of lrish raw
materials or labour.

As a form of consumer pro-
tection the new scheme expects
member firms to satisfy
customers with reasonable
complaints, and in the event of
dissatisfaction will intervene on
a consumer’s behalf.

Most of the participating
firms so far have come from the
clothing, furniture, engineering
and food and drink sectors with
others involved with household
products. Interestingly, there is
only one firm representing the
footware industry.

One of the eight directors is
trade union secretary, John
Mitchell from the Distributive
and Clerical Workers’ Union. He
is joined by employers and
managers from Clery & Co.,
Glen Abbey, Premier HB,
Tegral, Nokia and lrish Ropes.

Launching the new scheme,

. Chairman Norman Kilroy said

that its predecessor had been of
enormous benefit in developing
and protecting Irish products
and jobs. ‘Guaranteed lIrish is
about expanding the sales of
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Irish made products on the
domestic market, especially in
replacing imports. In 1983
Ireland imported about
£1,000,000,000 worth of
consumer goods.

‘Our desire to maximise the
sale of Guaranteed Irish
products will not be motivated
by any narrow nationalistic
concepts. Our proaucts will
stand on their merits, side by
side with those of any other
country. The consuming public
will not be encouraged to buy
something simply because of its
origin,” he announced.

Whatever about ‘narrow
nationalism’ the new scheme is
not open to manufacturing
firms in Northern Ireland who
may feel slightly aggrieved at
the loss of their ‘Irish’ status.
According to a spokeswcman
for the scheme, firms in
Northern Ireland are not
comparable because of different
grants and subsidies as well as
confusion with UK products.

Sinn Féin guide to
canvassing

THE FOLLOWING account of
the Sinn Féin approach to
canvassing electoral support
comes from a voter in
Twinbrook, Belfast:

The householder answers a
knock at the door. He is
confronted by two youths, one
armed with election literature,
the other with a book and pen.

First youth: Who are you voting
for? How many votes in your
house?

Householder: Don't you think
one’s political views are private?
Second youth: Jasus mister,
haven’t you heard about the

armed struggle that’s going on?
It's only them or us.
Householder: You came on a
political canvass. Do you mind
if | ask you a few questions on
your party’s commitments to
EEC membership?
Second youth: Fire away.
Householder: Would Sinn Féin
play a full role in making the
EEC a vehicle for peace and
prosperity in Europe?
First youth: Our first priority is a
United Ireland, a united Europe
is irrelevant to us.
Householder: Why bother with
the EEC elections then?
First youth: If elected, it would
give us a platform to highlight
the Irish problem.
Householder: You seem to be
engrossed with a united Ireland.
How would this Ireland fit into
a modern world?
Second youth: ‘Ireland for the
Irish’, ‘Up the Provos'.
Householder: You haven't
convinced me in any way that |
should vote Sinn Féin.
First youth: Mister, wise up.
Obviously you haven’t heard of
Danny Morrison, Gerry Adams
or the hunger strikers. If you
were a Taig you would not
need convincing.
Householder: Yes | have heard
of all these people and | am a
Taig (Catholic) but to me
politics are not about religious
beliefs but about bread and
butter.
Second youth: (Pushing a
pamphlet into the householder’s
hand) You will find all your
political answers in this.

On reading the pamphlet the
householder discovered it
contained only local issues
concerning Sinn Féin meetings
with the Housing Executive and

the local Council. Nothing

about the EEC election.

On the termination of the
debate the Sinn Féin members
left and the householder heard
one youth say to his mate:
‘That oul lad is F... thick or else
he must be a Sticky B...’

Equal pay and
red faces

THE WINNING of their equal
pay claim by women employees
of the country’s largest union,
the ITGWU, on the eve of the
Euro elections was nicely timed.
Had Ireland not joined the
‘Common Market’, we would
still be waiting for equal pay
legislation — and so might
many other countries.

While the union chiefs may
not be overjoyed at paying
£100,000 in wage increases to
their hardworking clerical staff,
they may take comfort from the
fact that every EEC member
country has been subject to
legal action for failing to comply
with the Euro directives on
equal treatment for workers.

Article 119 of the Treaty of
Rome sets out the basic
principle that men and women
shall receive equal pay for equal
work. This was followed by a
directive on equal treatment in
relation to training, promotion
and working conditions and
measures to ensure equal treat-
ment for men and women in
social security schemes.

So the ITGWU is only about
ten years behind these reforms
but as the European
Commission has prepared a
Community Action Programme
on the Promotion of Equal
Opportunities for Women,
1982—85, the union is likely to
slip even further behind in

ensuring equality unless the
Labour Court rushes some more
recommendations on equality,

Memory

SOME of tha varlous marchers
who gathered at Bodenstown
this year must have pondered
the same event fifty years
before when the tentative steps
taken by the newly formed
Republican Congress to unite
Roman Catholic and Protestant
workers produced a minor riot.
By June 1934 the Republican
Congress had organised clubs
in Belfast ignoring any sectarian
divisions but simply
concentrating on workers’
rights and conditions during the
Depression. Two years earlier
workers and their families from
different religious communities
joined forces for the Outdoor
Relief protests which succeeded
in winning limited reforms of
the welfare scheme.

In 1934 a large contingent of
Protestant workers were invited
to honour the Republican hero,
Theobald Wolfe Tone and
happily did so — first stopping
in Dublin to lay a wreath at
Arbour Hill on the grave of
executed 1916 leader, James
Connolly.

The day out ‘down South’
turned sour when the Shankill
workers reached the graveyard
entrance with their large banner
reading: Wolfe Tone
Commemoration 1934, Shankill
Road Belfast Branch, BREAK
THE CONNECTION WITH
CAPITALISM.

The more traditional
nationalists weren't too
impressed with this
‘communistic slogan’, and the
Tipperary contingent took it
upon themselves to destroy the
banner which the Belfast men
did their best to protect. The
amazing scenes of Roman

Catholic and Protestant workers
fighting and punching one
another at the grave of Wolfe
Tone has remained imprinted
on the minds of many who
sought — and still seek — to
break down sectarian divisions
in the name of workers’ unity.

Deadline

HOW LONG can the Sunday
Tribune survive? While senior
staff are busy trying to buy out
each others’ shareholdings,
circulation continues to drop.

The general consensus is that
October should see the demise
of Ireland’s least-read national
newspaper.
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