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Short Manual for Downloading ROP-statistics from Bureau of Economic 

Analysis 

In the article US rate of profit revisited, Michael Roberts uses some tables from US Bureau of 

Economic Analysis to calculate the development of the Rate of Profit in the US 1946 – 2014. The 

following tables are used to do this: 

Figure 1. US rate of profit: Kliman measure 

NIPA Table 1.14, Line 1 Gross value added of corporate business 

NIPA Table 1.14, Line 4 Compensation of employees 

NIPA Table 4.6, Line 17 Historical cost depreciation of corporate assets 

NIPA Table 6.3, Line 2 Historical cost of corporate fixed assets 

 

Step 1: Go to the website of US Bureau of Economic Analysis NIPA tables: 

http://www.bea.gov/itable/index.cfm 

Make sure you are on the tab of the Interactive Data 

 

 

 

  

https://thenextrecession.files.wordpress.com/2015/12/us-rate-of-profit-revisited1.pdf
http://www.bea.gov/itable/index.cfm
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Step 2: Click first on the button GDP and Personal Income, and then click the button Begin using the 

data ... 

 

 

Step 3: Click the tab SECTION 1. Then there will be a list of different tables. Scroll down to Table 1.14 

Gross value added of corporate business, and click on it. 
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Step 4: Click on the button MODIFY. Then there will be a dialog with various options. Choose year 

data and 1945 as the starting year and 2014 as the end year. Then click the DOWNLOAD button and 

the Excel table will be downloaded onto your computer.  

 

 

Step 5: To download Table 4.6 Historical cost depreciation of corporate assets you must first get 

back to the following page. Here you should click the Fixed Assets button.  
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Step 6: Click the button Begin using data ... 

 

 

Step 7: Click the tab SECTON 4, and then choose Table 4.6. After that just repeat the instructions in 

Step 4. 
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Step 8: To download Table 6.3 Historic cost of corporate fixed assets, first go back to the section 

page and select the SECTION 6, and then choose Table 6.3. After that, just repeat the instructions in 

step 4. 
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Figure 2. US rate of profit (current cost measure) 

NIPA Table 1.14 line 2 or Table 4.4, line 17 Current-cost depreciation of corporate assets 

NIPA Table 4.1, line 17 Current-cost of corporate fixed assets 

 

Step 9: To download Table 4.4 Current-Cost Depreciation of Private Nonresidental Fixed Assets  first 

go back out to the section page and select the SECTION 4 and Table 4.4. Then do the same thing for 

Table 4.1 Current-Cost Net Stock of Private Nonresidental Fixed Assets. After that, just repeat the 

instructions in step 4. 
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Figure 3. The US rate of profit for the ‘whole economy’ with variable capital in the denominator, 

historic and current costs 

 

NIPA Table 1.10, line 1 Gross domestic income 

NIPA Table 1.10, line 2 Compensation of employees 

NIPA Table 1.10, line 21 Consumtion of fixed Capital 

NIPA Table 4.3, line 1 Historical cost of private non-residental fixed assets 

NIPA Table 4.1, line 1 Current cost of private non-residental fixed assets 

 

Step 10: To download the Table 1.10 Gross Domestic Income Type of Income (Total economy) go 

back and reselect tab GDP & Personal Income. Then click the Begin using the data ... Then select the 

SECTION 1 and Table 1.10. After that, repeat the instructions in Step 4. 
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Step 11: To download Table 4.3 Historical cost of private non-residental fixed assets and Table 4.1 

Current cost of private non-residental fixed assets, first click Fixed Assets tab. Then select the 

SECTION 4 and Table 4.3 and Table 4.1 After that, repeat the instructions in Step 4. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4. Changes in the US rate of profit, organic composition of capital and the rate of surplus 

value for various periods 

Use the same tables as in Figure 3 
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Figure 5. US non-financial corporate rate of profit (net operating surplus/net fixed assets) – Fed 

measure 

 

Table S.5.q Non-financial corporate business, line 8 Net operating surplus 

Table S.5.q Non-financial corporate business, line 90 Non-financial assets 

 

Step 12: Go to the website 

http://www.bea.gov/national/nipaweb/Ni_FedBeaSna/Index.asp  
 
Scroll down to the tables located under the Quarterly Data. Click on Table S.5.q Non-financial 
corporate business. 
 

 

 

  

http://www.bea.gov/national/nipaweb/Ni_FedBeaSna/Index.asp
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Step 14: When you click on the Table S.5.q Non-financial corporate business, you will get the 

following page. In the Data Table Options select to view data Quarterly and select the period 1960 – 

2015 and click the Update button. After that, click the Tools Options button and select Advanced 

Download. Then download the table in excel format to your computer. 
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Figure 6. US corporate profits adjusted for depreciation (yoy %) 

 

NIPA Table 6.16 A to D, line 1 US corporate profits adjusted for depreciation 

Step 15: First go back to the website 

http://www.bea.gov/itable/index.cfm 

To download Table 6.16 A, B, C and D, US Corporate profits adjusted for depreciation select the 

button GDP and Personal Income. Then select the SECTION 6 and scroll down to Table 6.16A – 6.16D. 

 

 

Step 16: After that just repeat the instructions in Step 4. 

 

 

http://www.bea.gov/itable/index.cfm

