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Colin Kaepernick Declares His Support for Mumia  

PHOTO: Longtime ICFFMAJ supporter, Linda Ragin, raises her fist at a street press 

conference in West Philadelphia on Dec. 9, 2020, marking 39 years since Mumiaôs 

1981 arrest, and the release of Mumiaôs twelfth book  Murder Incorporated, Book 3: 

Perfecting Tyranny.  Photo by Jamal Journal staff photographer Joe Piette. 

This statement from activist football player Colin Kaepernick was released on Nov. 16, 2020. 

Pamõs Message to the Movement: 

Written by Pam Africa, coordinator of the uncompromising                              

International Concerned Family and Friends of Mumia Abu-Jamal 

   Welcome to our first issue of the newly restarted Jamal Jour-
nal. We last published the Jamal Journal in the mid-1990s, and 
today we are excited to launch our newspaper and website at this 
absolutely critical time.  

   Mumiaôs health has improved somewhat since he nearly died 
from a diabetic coma that was induced by untreated Hepatitis C. 
After we won a lawsuit against the prison authorities, Mumia 
finally received treatment and fully recovered from Hepatitis C.  

   Unfortunately, the Hepatitis C also gave Mumia cirrhosis of 
the liver, and this is a very serious health problem that is made 
even worse by the conditions of his imprisonment. Just this 
month, Mumia reports that the severe itching, a symptom experi-
enced previously, is returning and he does not know why. 

Mumia is 66 and it has now been 39 years since his arrest on 
December 9, 1981. This is an urgent situation, folks, and we 
need your help. 

The Petition to DA Krasner 

   The Jamal Journalôs lead story is our petition to Philadelphia 
District Attorney Larry Krasner, demanding that he stop defend-
ing Mumiaôs conviction and that he secure Mumiaôs release as 
quickly as he possibly can. 

   Before he became District Attorney, he was known for defend-
ing protesters that had been arrested by police, and he now de-
scribes himself as a ñprogressiveò prosecutor that is bringing 
principles of social justice into the District Attorneyôs office. He 
has implemented some positive reforms confronting police cor-
ruption, and he has helped to exonerate over a dozen people. We 
support that. 

         Continued on page 18... 

        Continued on page 14... 
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People Power Will Free Mumia Abu -Jamal!                      

Please Sign Our Petition to DA Krasner!  

Jamal Journal:  How did you become in-

terested in Mumia Abu-Jamalôs case and 

ultimately decide to co-direct your 2009 film 

Justice on Trial? 

Johanna Fernandez:  Although I was not a 

filmmaker, a moment in the classroom in-

spired the project. In 2005, Iôd started visit-

ing Mumia on death row at SCI Greene in 

Western Pennsylvaniaôs Supermax prison, an 

hour away from Pittsburgh. I was teaching at 

Carnegie Mellon University, and I started 

visiting him on the suggestion of Professor 

Emeritus David Demarest.  

   In 2009, my work on the film Justice on 

Trial, accelerated. It was at Carnegie Mellon 

in 2009 that Mumia first spoke live from 

Death Row to my civil rights movement 

seminar. Waiting for the call was a nail-

biting experience. And this was Mumiaôs 

second attempt to call into a college class-

room, ever. A few weeks earlier, the first 

scheduled conversation coincided with an 

unannounced shutdown of the prisonôs tele-

phone system. But this time the call came 

through.  

   The studentsô exchange with Mumia was 

chilling. And his answer to the final question 

one of them posed hit us all in the gut. The 

students asked Mumia to reflect on the sig-

nificance of his political impact from death 

Before Her Death, Mumiaõs Sister, Lydia Barashango Said 

That She and Her Family Suspected Kenneth Freeman  

Was the Actual Shooter of Police Officer Daniel Faulkner  

The Jamal Journal interviews Professor Johanna Fernandez, co-director of   

Justice on Trial (2009), and founder of the Campaign To Bring Mumia Home 

                       Continued on page 30... 

To DA Larry Krasner: Stop Defending the 

Unjust Conviction of Mumia Abu -Jamal  

Online petition written by the uncompromising International 

Concerned Family & Friends of Mumia Abu-Jamal 

   When I was invited to speak on behalf     

of Mumia, one of the first things that came 

to mind was how long he's been in prison.  

How many years of his life had been stolen 

away from him, his community, and his 

loved ones. He's been incarcerated for 38 

years. Mumia has been in prison longer  

than I've been alive. 

   When I first spoke with Mumia on the 

phone, I did very little talking. I just lis-

tened. Hearing him speak was a reminder of 

why we must continue to fight. Earlier this 

year,  The United Nations Human Rights 

Office of the High Commissioner issued a 

statement, noting that prolonged solitary 

confinement, the precise type often used in 

the United States, amounts to psychological 

torture.  Mumia Abu-Jamal has spent rough-

ly 30 of his 38 years in solitary confinement. 

                         Continued on page 6... 

Dear Philadelphia District Attorney Larry Krasner, 

We, the signers of this petition, declare: 

   Mumia Abu-Jamalôs 1982 conviction is a travesty of justice  

obtained through a combination of police, prosecutorial, and    

judicial misconduct, as documented by Amnesty International. 

Abu-Jamal has suffered from extreme injustice at all levels of the   

criminal justice system. These numerous improprieties have   

tainted Abu-Jamalôs conviction beyond repair. 

   Mumia Abu-Jamal is currently represented by the NAACP    

Legal Defense Fund. We the petitioners are not his lawyers and do 

not speak for them. Instead, we are the grassroots movement of 

people united by the fact that we care about the fate of Mumia 

Abu-Jamal.  

   We are outraged by the many different ways that racism and 

institutionalized white supremacy have irreparably harmed Mumia 

Abu-Jamalôs civil and human rights, and his rights to the fair    

adjudication of his case. The District Attorneyôs continued defense 

of the 1982 conviction & subsequent appeals process only affirms 

the longstanding racial injustice that has marred this case. 



   Who knows the name, "Frances Goldin?" The better 
question may be: "Who doesn't know her?". She had 
spent a long and colorful life on behalf of the poor 
and dispossessed, and almost began it as a politician, 
but luckily that was not to be. She ran for the New 
York State Senate in 1951 on the US Labor Party 
ticket. 

   And guess who led the slate? None other than W. E. 
B. DuBois. Labor didn't win, but that didn't stop her. 
Later in the 50s, she and several colleagues formed 
the Cooper Square Committee to fight on behalf of 
the residents of the Lower East Side. Fight against 
what? Perhaps New York's most famous city planner, 
Robert Moses, was trying to bulldoze the homes of 
some 2,400 poor tenants to make room for apartments 
for the middle class who could pay more money.  

   Frances, and other members of the committee, Thel-
ma Burdick and Walter Thabit, fought long battles 
against the city and almost 50 years later, over 50 in 
fact, homes were open on the Lower East Side. Which 
I might add, reopened, and they maintained rent con-
trolled apartments over this period. And they were 
sold to the tenants for several hundred dollars.  

   Several years ago, homes were opened there and the 
building was named after Frances Goldin. Frances, a 
radical, loved books. Especially radical books. In 
1977, she took her love of books and operationalized 
it, founding and establishing the Francis Goldin Liter-
ary Agency: a home for radical books and their writ-
ers. For a woman who wanted to change the world, 
she opened up the door to books that could change 
people's minds: fiction, nonfiction, poetry, even chil-
dren's books. 

   So book by book, author by author, she built the 
agency that continues to thrive to this very day. Her 
clients became her friends, which reminds me of this. 
Several years ago, CSPAN2, also known as Book TV, 
aired a book party for the launch of a novel by Barba-
ra Kingsolver entitled the "Poisonwood Bible." The 
reception was filled to the brim with women who 
loved her work and loved her. When there was a 
question and answer session from the audience of her 
readers, I was struck by the tone. It could have been a 
church, for the vibe was reverential. I remember see-
ing Frances on the front row beaming like a cherub as 
her friend answered questions. 

   Another Frances memory. It was, I think , the mid-
dle to late first decade of the 2000s. I was on death 
row. When I heard a rap on the glass of the cell door, 
I looked up and there she was-- on the block of death 
row. I was flabbergasted. I was dumbfounded. I was 

stupefied. For such a thing never happened before. 
But Frances Goldin made things happen. Francis, be-
ing Francis, went around the block, talking to the men 
on death row, other guys. 

   Then she went out to the so-called yard. A few 
minutes later, she returned to my cell door, tears 
streaming from her eyes. Before I could ask a stupid 
question, she blurted out, "Those... those... cages, 
they're not fit for dogs." I wanted to hold her, console 
her, to stop her sobbing. But the door between us pre-
vented it. I felt oddly embarrassed. Like a poor man 
when others see his shack, his poverty. 

   Those cages, about 60 square feet, of chain link 
fencing, never looked the same again. For before it 
was but a place to play handball, to do pushups, to run 
and recreate. Frances' tears stained the memory.  

   Frances was more than a radical, or successful liter-
ary agent or even a ferocious housing activist. There 
are two daughters, Sally and Reeni. She was a mom, 
and her love and pride for that was something fierce. 
Born in 1924 to Russian Jewish refugees, she often 
bragged playfully of her Russian peasant genes. She 
grew up in Queens and New York's Harlem, and tast-
ed antisemitism as stones and bricks thrown at her 
family's windows in Queens. She was both daughter 
and mother of the movement. 

   I dare say she was a woman of color, as only 
Frances could be. The color? Purple of course. Her 
eyes, a brilliant violet, reflected her spirit, intelli-
gence, humor, her passions and her compassion. 
Those peasant genes carried her through 96 spring 
times. And the little woman taught generations the 
power of a big and mighty heart to transform the 
world around us. 

   From Imprisoned Nation, this is her friend and her 
client, Mumia Abu-Jamal. 

Frances Goldin (1924 - 2020):                         

Housing Activist, Radical, and Literary Agent  

Written by Mumia Abu-Jamal (May 19, 2020) 
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Welcome to the Jamal Journal!  
We are excited to release the 1st 

issue of our newly restarted news-

paper. The Jamal Journal was last 

published in the mid-1990s by the 

uncompromising International Con-

cerned Family and Friends of 

Mumia Abu-Jamal (ICFFMAJ). 

We are now fundraising for our 2nd 

issue, to publish it in time for Mumia 

Abu-Jamalôs 67th birthday celebra-

tion on April 24, 2021. 

The Jamal Journal is a sponsored 

project of Prison Radio and The 

Redwood Justice Fund, a 501(c)(3) 

corporation, so your donation is tax 

deductible to the full extent provid-

ed by law.  

Donate at JamalJournal.com     

or make checks payable to: 

"The Jamal Journal / The Redwood 

Justice Fund".  

Mail checks to:  

The Jamal Journal / Prison Radio 

PO Box 411074                          

San Francisco, CA 94141 
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Who is Mumia? 

   Mumia is a revolutionary journalist. He has been 

writing since age 15, first as Minister of Information 

for the Philadelphia chapter of the Black Panther 

Party (1969-1971), then for numerous Philadelphia 

radio and print venues, including National Public 

Radio.  

   His journalism was featured in mainstream venues, 

but he refused to forget those whom corporate media 

routinely neglect. He was especially noted for cover-

ing police harassment of the MOVE organization, 

while other journalists ignored it.  

   His writings, today, after 39 years in prison, now 

fill twelve books and thousands of radio and print 

columns in publications ranging from homeless 

ñstreet newsò papers to Forbes magazine and the 

Yale Law Review. 

 Mumia Served Nearly 30 Yrs. on Death Row 

   Mumia was confined for three decades on Penn-

sylvaniaôs death row before federal courts ruled 

ñunconstitutionalò the death sentence he received at 

age 27 for the shooting death of Philadelphia police 

officer, Daniel Faulkner.  He now is serving a ñLife 

Without Paroleò sentence in Pennsylvaniaôs general 

prison population. 

Mumia is The United Statesô Most Interna-

tionally Renowned Political Prisoner 

   Mumia is known worldwide as a political prisoner, 

because of the political context of his arrest, sentenc-

ing and imprisonment.  

   He was arrested, tried, convicted and sentenced in 

the era of rampant police brutality, and also of activ-

istsô resistance, under former Philadelphia Mayor 

Frank Rizzo.  

   In that period, Mumia uncompromisingly reported 

on police brutality and racism, exposing officialsô 

brutal assaults on the MOVE family & organization, 

and on other national and international revolutionary 

movements.  

   When he was found already shot at the scene of 

Officer Faulknerôs shooting, police brutally beat 

Mumia beyond recognition, then charged him with 

the officerôs shooting. He has been imprisoned ever 

since, on the basis of a trial that systematically de-

nied him due process, involving prosecutorsô with-

holding of evidence, racial bias in juror selection, 

and a judgeôs rampant bias.  

   Further, higher courts have routinely rejected 

Mumiaôs numerous appeals on the basis of excep-

tional rulings that denied him the courtesy of court 

precedents that often were extended to others who 

lodged the same appeals on the same grounds. 

Mumia is a Framed Man 

   A charge of killing a police officer is the hardest 

rap to beat, even when innocent, especially for a rev-

olutionary activist of color. Nevertheless, the argu-

ments for Mumiaôs innocence are some of the 

strongest that can be made. He has maintained his 

innocence from the very beginning and to this day. 

Independent journalists researching his case have set 

forth cogent grounds that Abu-Jamal was framed 

(e.g. Patrick OôConnor, The Framing of Mumia Abu

-Jamal, 2008).  

   Amnesty International, in its extensive analysis of 

the case in 2000, called for ña new trial,ò holding 

that the original trial ñwas irredeemably tainted by 

politics and race and failed to meet international fair 

trial standards.ò  

   Even a lawyer writing for the mainstream Ameri-

can Lawyer magazine, who was prone to call Mumia 

ñguilty,ò nevertheless still summarized at length the 

evidence for a police frame-up, announcing, ñIôm 

joining the óSave Mumiaô movement, here and 

nowò (Stuart Taylor, Jr., American Lawyer, Decem-

ber 1, 1995). 

Mumiaôs case is a primer for what many     

others suffer 

   Mumiaôs case is a veritable primer on the kinds of 

abuse suffered by the black, brown and poor in the 

U.S. today. What happened to Mumia foregrounds 

starkly what many suffer in police encounters, in 

dealings with prosecutors, in trial and appellate 

courts, and in U.S. jails, prisons and detention cen-

ters. Consider these links, below, between Mumiaôs 

own experience and what is suffered by others in the 

U.S. today: 

(1) Like so many othersô bodies, Mumiaôs body was 

subjected to a brutal beating by police, on the street 

and in his ambulance on way to the hospital, before 

any determination of guilt was even attempted. He 

was black, brown, poor ï therefore, vulnerable and 

beaten. Before that, he was subject to numerous cas-

es of ñstop and friskò harassment. 

(2) As seen by all too many of the poor, today, who 

stand before judges, the prosecutors suppress evi-

dence that might work in favor of defendants.  

   In Mumiaôs case, the fact of a fourth person being 

at the crime scene, who was the likely perpetrator 

(Kenneth Freeman) was never considered by Mumi-

aôs jury. The prosecutor in Mumiaôs case acknowl-

edged during another trial that this fourth person was 

present at the crime scene where Mumia was arrest-

ed and beaten.  

   Both police and prosecutors also suppressed an 

independent journalistôs photographs of the crime 

scene. Taken by Pedro Polakoff, these were the first 

photos taken at the scene. They disprove key points 

in the stateôs case and raise numerous other ques-

tions undermining the coherence of prosecutorsô 

case. These were never made available to the de-

fense or jurors despite the photographerôs offering 

them to both police and prosecutors. 

(3) As experienced by many defendants of color, in 

Mumiaôs trial the D.A. used 10-11 of its 15 

ñperemptory challengesò to target black jurors for 

removal from potential service on Mumiaôs jury.  

This left Mumia, from a community that was over-

whelmingly black, with a ñjury of his peersò that 

was over 2/3 white.  

   Five years after Mumiaôs trial, a video training 

tape came to light detailing D.A. strategies to inten-

tionally keep black jurors off juries when there are 

black defendants. 

(4) Along with many others, Mumia has suffered 

harsh constraints of the Anti-Terrorism and Effec-

tive Death Penalty Act of 1996 that regulates the 

appeals process above the state level. This 1996 act, 

passed when some of Mumiaôs strongest challenges 

to Pennsylvaniaôs courts were in process, limited 

federal powers of review over state court decisions. 

This effectively blocked Mumiaôs chances, and 

those of others, in their attempts to gain relief for 

even their strong claims. Many of the 198 currently 

on Pennsylvaniaôs death row, and among the more 

than 3,000 on U.S. death rows, have been at the mer-

cy of state courts ever since this 1996 Act.  

   But Mumia has suffered this limitation acutely in 

his state, having his appeals denied repeatedly while 

othersô appeals have been granted for the same 

claims! A federal judge on the U.S. Third Circuit 

Court of Appeals himself noted this fact. The repeat-

ed practice of this denial to Mumia came to be called 

ñthe Mumia exception.ò 

(5) Along with numerous others throughout Pennsyl-

vania, Mumia faced a biased judge who had an unu-

sually high number of his capital trial decisions re-

versed. That judge, Albert Sabo, also had been a 

member of a police union (the Fraternal Order of 

Police) and was heard in a court anteroom by a court 

stenographer to say of his work at Mumiaôs trial, 

ñYeah, and Iôm gonna help óem fry the n_____ .ò 

(6) Like all too many who go to trial without good 

defense counsel, Mumia was convicted in the ab-

sence of basic forensic evidence. The bullet that 

killed Officer Faulkner could not conclusively be 

matched to Abu-Jamalôs gun. The police also failed 

to perform routine tests on Abu-Jamalôs hands, 

which would have determined whether he had even 

shot a gun that night. 

(7) Finally, and again like the experiences of many 

others in Philadelphia, Mumiaôs arrest and trial con-

viction were secured in an era when city police cor-

ruption was rampant. Less than two years before 

Mumiaôs trial, the Department of Justice, in an un-

precedented move filed a lawsuit against the Mayor 

and 21 city and police officials for abuse that 

ñshocks the conscienceò (the lawsuitôs words).  

   The officers who arrested and later brutalized 

Mumia came from the 6th District, which was under 

yet another federal investigation for police corrup-

tion, approved by the U.S. Attorney General under 

Ronald Reagan.  

   As a result, fully a third of the 35 officers involved 

in Mumiaôs case, including the top officer at the 

crime scene, Inspector Alfonzo Giordano, were sub-

sequently convicted of corruption, extortion and 

tampering with evidence to obtain convictions. 

Mumia Abu -Jamal: The Voice of the Voiceless  

Written by The Campaign to Bring Mumia Home  (www.BringMumiaHome.com) 

PHOTO: Ramona Africa and Julia Wright at 

Philadelphia City Hall protest (Nov. 2, 2002).       

Photo by AWOL Magazine / Philly IMC. 

Feb. 6, 2012: Shortly after leaving death row, 

and then being permitted to have contact visits, 

Mumia embraces his wife, Wadiya Abu-Jamal. 


