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[f we really believed
what scientists are telling us about global warming, the
fire engines of every fire department would sound their
sirens and race to the nearest factory to extinguish its
furnaces. Every high school student would run to the
thermaostat of every classroom, turn it oft, and tear it
out of the wall, then hit the parking lot to slash tires.
Every responsible suburban parent would don safety
gloves and walk around the block pulling the electrical
meters out of the wrlity boxes behind houses and
condominiums. Every gas station attendant would press
the emergency button to shut off the pumps, cut the
hoses, and glue the locks on the doors; every coal and
petroleum corporation would immediately set about
burying their unused product where it came from—
using only the muscles of their own arms, ot course.




But we'ne too out of touch to grasp what’s happening,
let alone put a stop to it

We can't count on those whao ILarn about the destroc
tion of the emvaronment from books or the intemet to
rescue anything, The decimation of the natural world has
been going on arcund us for cenguries now; it takes a par
ticularly bourgeois brand of blindness to drive by felled
trees, spewing smokestacks, and acres of asphalt every day
without noticing that anything is kappening until it shows
up in the newspaper. People for whom reality is composed
of news articles, rather than the world they see and hear
and smell, are bound to destroy evervihing they touch,
That alienation 1s the root of the problem; the devastation
of the environment simply follows from it.

When profit margins are more real than liwing things,
when weather patterns are more real than refugees Hesing
hurnicanes, when emissions cap agreements are more real
than new developments in our own neighborhoods, the
world has already been signed over for destruction, The
climate crisis 1sn't an event that sght happen, looming
imto view ahead; it is the familiar setting of our daily lives,
Deforestation isn't just taking place in national forests or
foreign jungles; it is as real at every strip mall in COhio as
it 15 im the heart of the Amazon, The buffalo used to roam

srght fere. Our disconnection from the land is cataserophic
whether or not the sea level is rising, whether or not the
de—sm:iﬁculiﬂn_und Famine sweeping other continents have
reached us yer

fs usual, the people wrhi broughe this crisis upon us
are eager o cxplain thar they are the best qualified to rem-
edy ir. Bur there’s no reason i believe that their motives &r
methods have dmng:d.Th: resulos are in—s.nmkinp_, CALEES
cancer—burt they're still trying o sell us low-tar cigasenes.

Forget about nuclear power, solar power, clean coal.
and wind murbines. Forger abour carbon wrading, biofuels,
recycling programs, organic su pml’md.i_ Forger abour new
ICBMJJ[II’I:’I along with every other inefficient, insufficient
response invelving ballos, peritions, or some other proxy.
Our only hope & w fight with our own hands, o ake a
stand on the ground beneath our I’m:—rcl:liﬁn:m-:ring in
the process whar it means o be a part of the world, no
separate from ir Es ery tree they wy w cut down, we can
stop them. Every poison they oy to release into the armo-
sphere, we can block dhem. Ew:::. new "susrainable™ rech-
n:*:-lﬂg:. they introduce, we can unmagk chem.

They aren’t going o stop destroving the planer until
we miake it oo costly for them o continwe. The soomer e
b, Hie befier




A Field Guide to False Solutions

Sromr the mebers of phodal warming— “mstenable ™ srenp?

The Corporate Solution

Where otlsers see hardship amd tragedy, entreprenenrs see
an opportunity for Anancial gain, Futting the "green™ in
areenhouse gases and the “eco™ in ecomoamy, they greet
the apocalypse with ourstrerched wallets, Are natural
disasters wrecking communities? That's great—sell the
survivors disaster relief amd pat up lusury condoamimems
where they wsed to live, Are food supplies contaminated
with toxing Slap “organic” on some of them and jack up
the price—presto, whiat was once taken for granted in
every vegetable 15 suddenly a selling poing! 15 consumer
cultore devounng the planet” Time for a line of
ervirommentally faendly produces, cashing im on guilt
Al good Intentions @ move mare units.

Solong as being “sustainable” 1 a privilegs reserved
bor the rich, the crisis can only intensify, All the beoter for
thaose hanking an it

The Gonservative Solution

bdary comservatives deny that our society 1% cansing
global warming: of course, some still don't believe in
evolutiomn, either, But what they themselves believe is
irmaterial; they're more concerned with the question
of what it is profitable for others to believe. For example,
when the UN% Intergovernmental Panel on Climare
Change released its 2007 report, an ExxanMaobl-funded
think tank linked v the Bosh administration odferad
SI0L000 tor any scientist who woubd dispate its findings,
[hat is to say—some people consider it a better
investrment i bribe experts to deny that anything is
happening than to take any steps o avert catastrophe,
Better that the apocalypse snatches us unawares so long
a5 they can maintain their profts one more vear, Sooner
the end of life on earth than the possibility of life
bevond capitalism!



The Liberal Solution

Certain do-pooders would like to claim credit for
bringing global warming to the attenoon of the
public, even though radicals have been clamioring
about it for decades, But pohticians like Al Gore are
not toying to save the environment so much as to
rescue the crwser of 16 destrucoon, They are pressing
for government and corporate recognicon of the
crisis because ecological collapse could destabilize
capitalism if 1t catches them off guard, Small
wonder corporate initacves and incentives Agure so
prominently in che solunons they propose,

Like their conservatve colleagues, liberals would
sooner risk extinction than consider abandoning
industrial capitalism, They're simply oo invested in it oo
do otherwise—witness the Gore family's long-running
relationship wich Occidental Petroleum. In chis light,
their bid to seize the reins of the environmentalist
movement looks suspiciously like a calculared effort oo
prevent a more fealrstne response to the crisis,

The Malthusian Solution
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b many a.l'l:nr_-.-mrwn chwzllers amd subsistence farmers
i yaau have o achi L b q-|.|_|:|.:| the I;‘-;_:ﬂlll#‘in'.]l 'imp.al.'t ot a
:.'i1'|ﬂ|;I high-pmwml ERECITTVEe?

The Socialist Solution

For cenmturies, socialists have promised 1o gramt everyone
access o middle class standards of Tiving. Now ir urns
oul thar the bicsphere can® suppart even a small
rincnry pursuing thar lifestvle; one might expect
socialists (o adjust their noton of utepia accordingly,
Insteand they've simply npdared it toomach the Ligest in
baurgenis Fashions: woday every worker dserves 1o e
on ganic produce and Tive in a“green” comdominium.
Bt these prodoects anly come o be as a markening ploy
e differentiang high-end merchamdise from proletanan
stamclard fare. IF vour're poing ro think big enough to
imaging a sesiety withour class differences, vou might
as well aim fur a butore in which we share the wealdh of
a vibrant natural world rather than chopping it up into
nert cormmoc e,

The Gommunist Solution

In practice, Marxism, Lenimism, and Maoism served

as a convenkent means o jerk “underdeveloped”

nations swifthy into the industrial age, utihzing stage
interventon to - “modemnize” peoples whao sall retained

a connection to the land before finally dropping them
wreremomicusly ac the margin of the free markes, Today,
party communists have gotten no further than bBliche
assurances that new management would cake care of
evervehing, Sing along to the tune of “3olidanoy Forever™

I the erkeers cneeedd the frcrornes, climate ohange wonll mot sl
Al tlve sk frorr all the smokestachs wonld Be chanped fo
huramless st

The Individual Solution

An nchivacuoal erq,'r}mmunil:}' cam live 1,'r_rmr.||i.:'l;-:|}'
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the corporations and governments responsible for the
vast majority of envirommental devastation, Keeping one's
hands clean—"setting an example” that no statesman or
fyonm will ermulate—is misam nz__r']ms while oithers |.;-|:|-' the
r.||:-|r||;'1' 4] w;:;h'.Tn:_:- kA h{'ttt:r I:"-C.'-I1TIP|E_'!: .u!r.gll'.' h':u'm.

The Radical Solution

Tow many radicals respomd 1o the orisis with despair o
even a kind of wrongheaded anticipation. There's no
redson to belicve the exhaustion of the planets perroleum
supply will pur an end (o pacriarchy or white supremacy,
Likewise, it all voa likely thar hierarchy can make it
through ecological collapse intacn, so bong as there are
peaple kedt 1o dominate and obey.

We'll ger out af the apocalypse what we pat into i
w 'L expect it to produce @ mone liberated society
wnless we pat the loundations in place mow. Forgen aboa
inlividualistic survival schemes that cast you as the Las
Person an Farth—Huorricane Barmina shosved that when
the storm hits, the most important thing is to be part of a
community that can defend igselk The coming upheavals
may inceed offer a chance for fundameneal social change,
but we have to come up with a compelling vision and
the guts to implement it

Anither End of the Workd 1s Possible!

Crimethine, is a wehwork of think tawiks and actton squads bent on
- enabiing amanity to suvive the dowwnfall of capitalism. Wi have been
= hawared fo struggle alongside Earth Fiest! for the past decade and a baif
For strategrc analyses and proctical fools, pisit wiese.crimethinc.com.



