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Introduction

The ‘seventies have seen the revival of a working-class orientation in
the United States Left. Such an orientation obliges radicals to look at the
class structure of modern American society carefully and undogmatically,
as it is experienced. One major experience that must be accounted for in any
useful theory of class is the phenomenon of “middle class” radicalism and
the existence of a “middle class” of professionals and managers.

Various groups on the Left have either classified professionals and
managers as part of the petty bourgeoisie or else have described them as part
of the working class. But neither of these views is satisfactory. The term
“petty bourgeoisie” is used as a catch-all for non-proletarian, non-
bourgeois people by the new ist marxist-leninist organizati
particularly the Revolutionary Communist Party and the October League.
Yet, the “petty bourgeoisie” properly describes the class of small owners,
who have no chance of competing with the big bourgeoisie and are therefore
doomed to dwindle in number relative to the population. Professionals and
managers, on the contrary, are a growing segment of society.




The view that society consists solely of a huge working class and a tiny
ruling class, however, defines “‘working class™ so inclusively as to make the
term strategically uscless. This view has been characteristic of the class
analysis of the New American Movement. The strength of this analysis is
that it tries to come to terms with the theoretical and practical under-
standing that the nature of professional work has been drastically changed
in this century. The experience of Left groups in recent years, however,
should be ample confirmation of the immense cultural gap that separates
the blue- and white-collar working class from the professional and man-
agerial strata out of which a great many college-educated Left activists have
come. The need for a working class socialist movement cannot be met by
simply defining the present Left as a working class movement,

in the first section of a two-part article, Barbara and John Ehrenreich
postulate the existence of a new class which includes technical, profess:onal
and managerial workers in ad d italist society, a class
in certain ways to both capital and the working class. While we do not feel
that the only alternative to a two class theory is one which proclaims this
particular “new class”, we think the Ehrenreich’s analysis is important be-
cause it forces us to think more precisely about where the Left is coming
from and what the class contradictions are in America today.

The second section of this article, to be published in our next issue,
applies the theory of the professional-managerial class to the experience of
the Left in the “sixties and 'seventies.

Another important issue for the American Left is the political struggle
in Spain. U.S. imperialism anxiously awaits the outcome of struggles
throughout southern Europe, hoping for respectable parliamentary govern-
meats but more than ready to setile for fascist dictatorships to support
American power in that area. The American Left, hoping for an increase in
the power of Spain’s working class, must consider the question of how
militants can advance the struggle in a fascist and reaction-prone context. In
this issue Jose Delgado-Guitart, a Spaniard just returned from his first visit
home since Franco’s death, provides a concrete sense of the political excite-
ment and accelerating rate of change in people which characterize contemp-
orary Spain. Temma Kaplan discusses the relationship between this
burgeoning mass movement and the PCE, the Spanish Communist Party.

In Spain the Communists lead (i.c., vastly outnumber the rest of) the
Left. Are they in fact interested in leading the mass movement to power? Or
do they, as the groups to their left claim, mislead workers into a futile
accomodation with capitalism that provides PCE leadership with some
hope of minor influence within a parliamentary system? Kaplan argues that
the PCE in fact follows the mass movement, m its broademng of the struggle
to include feminist, regionalist and issues, in its mili but at
the same time in its basically defensive posture. She further argues that,
given the strength of the “Fascist International™ in Spain and the mood of
the people, it makes sense for Spanish militants to work within the party for
basic civil rights and elementary sociai justice.

We publish this article partly as a contribution to the debate over
““Euro-communism,” the new policies of Communist Parties in Spain,
France and Italy. ia a recent issue (vol. 10, no. 6), we presented an article




critical of the italian CP for its willingncss to subordinate workers power to
the d ds of parki y. While we believe these same
misgivings apply to the Spamsh CP, we see thal a distinction can be drawn.
While the Italian CP functions in some ways as a trade union bureaucracy,
relied upon by management to maintain industrial discipline between con-
tract negotiations, the situation in Spain is quite different. Spanish workers
are disciplined in Fascist company unions, and the Spanish CP, still clandes-
tine, derives all its strength from its popular base and none from official tol-
erance.

We have printed a number of photographs taken by Jose Delgado-
Guitart to accompany his report on the current situation in Spain. The
photos of the wall murals discussed in the report emphasize the importance
of art and culture in defining political consciousness and in expressing resis-
tance to oppression. Similarly, the important new film Harlan County,
U.S.A. shows how much the strength of the women and men of Kentucky's
mining communities is expressed in their songs and their cuiture. Barbara
Kopple, the director of Harlan County, explains in an interview what it was
like to use another art form, the film. to portray the strengths of that cul-
ture.

Our Associate Editor, Jorge Corralejo, has written about the meaning
of the November defeat of Proposition 14 in California for the United Farm
Workers. We hope that publication of this, as well as last issu¢’s piece on the

ki ign, will ge our readers to send us short articles
about working class polmcal acuvﬂy and the cxpenencc of movement
groups. We are iall d in strategic di ion about the mean-

ing and value of different types of organizing, in the workpiace or
community. We hope to publisk more of these kinds of articles in issues to
come, in the interest of speaking to the day-to-day concerns of activists.

The Radical America editors



Photo from REAL LIFE: LOUISVILLE IN THE TWENTIES by Michael Lesy { Pantheon
Books).




The Professional-Managerial Class

Barbara and John Ehrenreich

To generations of radicals, the working class has been the bear-
er of socialism, the agent of both progressive social reform and
revolution, But in the United States in the last two decades, the
left has been concenirated most heavily among people who feel
themselves to be “middle class,” while the working class has ap-
peared relatively quiescent. This “middie-class” left, unlike its
equivalent in early twentieth-century Europe or in the Third World
today, is not a minority within a mass working class (or peasant)
movement; it is, to a very large extent, the left itself, It has its
own history of mass struggle, not as an ally or appendage of the
industrial working class, but as a mass constituency in and of it-
self. At the same time, most of the U.S. left continues to believe
(correctly, we think) that without a mass working-class left, only
the most marginal of social reforms is possible.

None of these historical anomalies about the U.S. left is ex-
plained by the theories to which most of the left now adheres.
Orthodox Marxism describes capitalist society as being polarized

* Copyright (c) 1976 by Barbara and John Ehrenreich; not for reproduction or
citation without permission. We wish to thank Deirdre English, Liz Ewen, Diane
Horwitz and especlally John Welch for stimulating discussions of some of the
ideas in this paper and for extensive comments on earlier drafts. They, of
course, bear no responsibility for the paper as it stands. We also want to thank
James Weinstein, who, while disagreeing with the entire thrust of the paper,
made extensive and useful comments on the earlier drafts.
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between the bourgeoisie and the proletariai; it has nothing tc say
about a “middle class,” or, of course, about middle-class radical-
ism. Thus, the left today may sense the impasse created by the
narrowness of its class composition, but it lacks even the terms
with which to describe the situation, much less a strategy for
overcoming it.

Theoretical confusion about class is endemic among all parts of
the left, Some leftists (mainly associated with the “new communist
movement”) describe students, professionals, and other educated
workers as “petty bourgeois,” though more as a put-down than as
a defensible analysis, Other contemporary leftists describe all
salary and wage workers who do not own the means of production
as “working class,” The working class so conceived is a near-
universal class, embracing all but the actual capitalists and the
classical petty bdourgeoisie (i.e., small tradesmen, independent
farmers, etc,;, But this group, too, finds its definition practically
untenable, In practice, and conversationally, these leftists use the
terms “working class” and “middle class” with their colloquial
connotations, knowing that the distinction is still somehow a useful
one, Yet this distinction cannot be pursued in theory: the prevail-
ing theoretical framework insists that all wage earners are work-
ing class and that the notion that some workers are *middle class”
is a capitalist-inspired delusion.

When analysis stops, the problem does not necessarily go away.
Rather, it is at that point that the door opens to all kinds of irra-
tional and subjectivist approaches, In the years since the New Left
in the U.S. matured from a radical to a socialist outlook, the left
has dashed itself repeatedly against the contradictions between its
“middle-class” origins and its working-class allegiance, Some
pursue the search for a “pure” proletarian line to an ever more
rarefied sectarianism, Others seem to find comfort in the ambi-
guities of contemporary class analysis, fearing that any attempt to
draw more careful distinctions will leave them in an undesirable
category (“peity bourgeois,” etc.). At this point the very emotion
surrounding the subject of class provides a further impediment to
analysis, Yet if the left is to grow, it must begin to come to an ob-
jective understanding of its own class origins and to comprehend
objectively the barriers that have isolated it from the working
class,

i. Classes in Monopoly Capitalist Society

The classical Marxian analysis of capitalist society centers on
two classes and two alone — the bourgeoisie and the proletariat.
The other numerically large class of mature capitalist society —
the petty bourgeoisie — lies ouiside of this central polarity, and is
in a sense anachronistic: a class left over from an earlier social
order, which undergoes a continual process of “proletarianization”



{i.e., its members are progressively forced down into the prole-
tariat),* Meanwhile, the working class not only expands to embrace
the vast majority of the working population, but also becomes
more and more homogeneous and unified.

As early as the turn of the century it was becoming evident that
the class structures of the advanced capitalist countries were not
evolving along quite so straight a path. The middle classes were
simply not withering away; new, educated and salaried middle-
class strata had appeared and were growing rapidly, Most Marx-
ists, however, either ignored the new strata or insisted that they,
like the old middle class of independent artisans and entrepre-
neurs, would become proletarianized, It was left to radical social
theorists outside the Marxian mainstream (such as Emil Lederer
and Jacob Marschak in Germany and C, Wright Mills in the United
States) to analyze the “new middle classes”. In these analyses, the
salaried white-collar workers were not seen as a single class, but
rather as a disparate group, ranging from clerical workers to en-
gineers and college professors, connected to each other (and to the
old middle classes) by little more than a common desire not to fall
into the proletariat,

By early in the sixties, the explosive growth and continued social
distinctiveness of the stratum of educated wage earners had be-
come impossible for Marxists to ignore, But Marxian theorists
were not yet ready to give up the attempt at forcing engineers,
teachers, government workets and accountants into the proletarian
mold, Pierre Beileville, Andre Gorz, and Serge Mallet were the
first Marxists to chronicle and analyze the emergence of what they
called, in opposition to Mills, et al., the “new working class.” The
new working class, wrote Gorz in 1964, like the old working class,
was defined by its antagonistic relation to capital,

Technicians, engineers, students, researchers discover
that they are wage earners like the others, paid for a
piece of work which is “good” only to the degree it is
profitable in the short run, They discover that long-range
research, creative work on original problems, and the
love of worksmanship are incompatible with the criteria
of capitalist profitability....{1)

Despite their immediate consciousness as “middle class,” the
growing body of educated workers are, according to this analysis,
a stratum of the working class, (2)

A decade later, after the rise and decline of a New Left based
heavily among students and educated workers, it had become ap-

* *Qur epoch, the epoch of the isi +..this distinctive feature :
it has simplified the class antagonisms. Sdciety as a whole is more and more
splitting up into two great hostile camps, into two great classes directly facing
each other —bourgeoisie and proletariat.® (Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels,
THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO)
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parent that the gulf between the “old” and “new” working classes
was deeper than the earlier analyses had suggested, Nicos Pou-
lantzas suggested making 2 distinction between labor necessary
for production of commodities and labor necessary for the repro-
duction of capitalist social relationships, Thus, according to Pou-
lantzas, workers in the state and other “ideological apparatuses”
— schools, government agencies, welfare agencies, mass media,
etc. —must be considered as being in a different class from pro-
duction workers, (3)

In the early '70's Andre Gorz, too, broke with his own earlier
analysis, arguing that it was not only workers in the ideological
apparatuses who served reproductive roles, but also the engineers,
scientists, managers, etc, in productive enterprises, The Capitalist
division of labor has been determined by the need to control the
workers and the work process in the context of ciass aniagonism,
and not only by technological imperatives. (4) Thus, proposed
Gorz, even at the point of production, a distinction must be made
between productive and reproductive labor.

We shall not succeed in locating technical and scientific
labor within the class structure of advanced capitalist
society unless we start by analyzing what functions tech-
nical and scientific labor perform in the process of cap-
ital accumulation and in the process of reproducing social
relations. The question as to whether technicians, engi-
neers, research workers and the like belong to the middie
class or to the working class must be made to depend
upon the following questions: (1) {a) Is their function re-
quired by the process of material production as such or
(b) by capital’s concern for ruling and controlling the pro-
ductive process and the work process from above? (2)
{a) Is their function required by concern for the greatest
possible efficiency in production technology ? or (b) does
the concern for efficient production technology come
second only to the concern for “social technology,” i.e.,
for keeping the labor force disciplined, hierarchically
regimented and divided? (3) (a) Is the present defipition
of technical skill and knowledge primarily required by the
technical division of labor and thereby based upon scien-
tific and ideologically neutral data? or (b} is the defini-
tion of technical skill and knowledge primarily social and
ideological, as an outgrowth of the social division of la-
bor? (5)

Both Gorz and Poulantzas conclude that there is an “unbridge-
able objective class distinction,” as Gorz puts if, between pro-
fessional, technical and managerial workers and production work-
ers. The problem, then, is where to place these mental workers
in the class structure of capitalist society, But Gorz, so far as we
know, has not extended his analysis of the class position of “tech-
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nical workers” any further. Poulantzas refuses to break with
Marx's two-class model, taking refuge in the dogmatic assertion
that to “maintain that capitalism itself produces a new class in the
course of its development” is “unthinkable for Marxist theory”
(emphasis ours), He ends by lumping the educated workers along
with all other non-productive workers — wage earners {(educated
or not) in bapks, commerce, service industries, government, etc,
—1in a stratum of the petty bourgeoisie which he calls the “new
petty bourgeoisie.” (6)

We will argue that the “middle class” category of workers which
has concerned Marxist analysts for the last two decades-~the
techni workers, ial workers, “cuiture” producers, etc.
— must be understood as comprising a distinct class in monopoly
capitalist society. The Professional-Managerial Class (“PMC")*,
as we will define it, cannot be considered a stratum of a broader
“class” of “workers” because it exists in an objectively antago-
nistic relationship to another class of wage earners (whom we
shall simply call the “working class”). Nor can it be considered
to be a “residual” class like the petty bourgeoisie; it is 2 forma-
tion specific to the monopoly stage of capitalism, It is only in the
light of this analysis, we believe, that it is possible to understand
the role of technical, professional and managerial workers ln ad-
vanced capitalist society and in the radical movements.

Let us begin by clarifying what we meanby a “class,” With E, P,
Thompson, we see class as having meaning only as a relationship :

....The notion of class entails the notion of historical
relationship, Like any other relationship, it is a fluency
which evades analysis if we attempt to stop it dead at any
given moment and anatomize its structure, The finest
meshed sociological analysis cannot give us a pure speci-
men of class, any more than it can give us one of defer-
ence or love, The relationship must always be embodied
in real people and in a real context, Moreover, we cannot
have two distinct classes, each with an independent being,
and then bring them into relationships with each other.
We cannot have love without lovers, nor deference with-
out squires and labourers. (7)

it follows that any class which is not residual —i.e,, merely
“leftover” from another era, like the European aristocracy in the
nineteenth century — can be properly defined only in the context of

**“PMC* is, perhaps, an awkward term, But the more obvious “new middie
class” has been used with a variety of definitions (e.g., by C. Wright Mills and
Richard Hofstadter, who include sales and clerical workers in it), which could
only lead to confusion. Moreover, *new middle class” obscures the fact that the
class we are identifying is not part of some broader middle class, which in-
cludes both *old” and *new” strata, but rather is a distinct class, separate from
the old middle class.



(1) the totality of class relationships and (2) the historical develop-
ment of these relationships. Thus, if we were going to fully and
properly define a Professional-Managerial Class, we would not be
able to restrict ourselves to a picture of this group as a socio-
logical entity; we would have to deal, at all stages, with the com-
plementary and mutually interacting developments in the bourgeoi-
sie and the working class, The story of the rise and development
of the PMC is simultaneously the story of the rise of the modern
bourgeoisie and the modern proletariat as they have taken form in
monopoly capitalist society. Here, of course, we can give only a
fragment of this story. We will focus on the PMC itself, skimming
lightly over the complementary developments in other classes.

From our point of view, a class {as opposed to a stratum or
other social grouping) is defined by two major characteristics:

L, At all times in its historical development, a class is charac-
terized by a common relation to the economic foundations of soci-
ety -——the means of production and the socially organized patterns
of distribution and consumption. By a common “relation” we do not
mean a purely juridical relationship: e.g., legal ownership or non-
ownership of the means of production, (8) Class is defined by ac-
tua} relations between groups of people, not formal relations be-
tween people and objects. The former may or may not coincide, at
any given moment in history, with the legal relationships evolved
over previous years, The relations which define class arise from
the place occupied by groups in the broad social division of labor,
and from the basic patterns of control over access fo the means
of production and of appropriation of the social surplus.

2. However, the relation to the economic foundations of society
is not sufficient to specify a class as a real social enrity, At any
moment in its historical development after its earliest, formative
period, a class is characterized by a coherent social and cultural
existence; members of a class share a common life style, educa-
tional background, kinship networks, consumption patterns, work
habits, beliefs, These cultural and social patterns cannot be de-
rived in any simple fashion from the concurrently existing rela-
tionship to the means of production of the members of the class,
For one thing, culture has a memory : social patterns formed in
earlier periods, when a different relation to the means of produc-
tion {or even another mode of production) prevailed, may long sur-
vive their “owners” separation from the earlier relationships,
(For example, the culture of an industrial working class newly re-
cruited from a semi-feudal peasantry is quite different from that
of habitually urbanized workers.) In addition, the social existence
of a group of people is determined not only by its experience at
the point of production, but by its experience in private life (medi-
ated especially by kinship relations, which, in turn, are at most
only distantly related to evolving relations of production}, The re~
lationship between class as abstract economic relationship and
class 2s real social exi has been all-b ed; for our
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purposes we shall have to limit ourselves to insisting that a class
has both characteristics.

Having stated these two general characteristics, we should
strongly emphasize that class is an analytic abstraction, a way of
putting some order into an otherwise bewildering array of individ-
ual and group characteristics and interrelationships. It describes
a phenomenon existing most clearly at the level of society as a
whole. When, however, the notion of class is called on to explain
or predict infallibly the actions, ideas and relationships of every
individual, it ceases 1o be very useful,

Our description of the historical experience of the PMC will be
abbreviated and episocdic, leaving out many key developments in
the history of the class {most importantly, any elaboration on the
expansion of the state in the twentieth century)and restricting our-
selves to the United States, We will begin with a schematic defini-
tion of the PMC, then describe the emergence of its distinctive
class outlook and its consolidation as a class in the early part of
the twentieth century, and finally return to the situation of the con-
temporary left.

I, A Definition

We define the Professional-Managerial Class as consisting of
salaried mental workers who do not own the means of production
and whose major function in the secial division of labor may be
described broadly as the reproduction of capitalist culture and
capitalist class relations.*

Their role in the process of reproduction may be more or less
explicit, as with workers who are directly concerned with social
control or with the production and propagation of ideology (e.g.,
teachers, social workers, psychologists, entertainers, writers of

*We do not, of course, mean by *culture” merely *high” culture or the arts in
general. By the culture of a social group we mean its total repertory of solu-
tions and to everyday and situatic This is a tr it
repertory, and the means of {ransmission may be anything from myths and songs
to scientific formulae and machinery.
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advertising copy and TV scripts, etc.), Or it may be hidden within
the process of production, as is the case with the middle-level ad-
ministrators and managers, engineers, and other technical work-
ers whose functions, as Gorz, Steve Marglin, Harry Braverman
and others have argued, are essentially determined by the need to
preserve capitalist relations of production, Thus we assert that
these occupational groups — cultural workers, managers, engi-
neers and scientists, etc. — share a common function in the broad
social division of labor and a common relation to the economic
foundations of society.*

The PMC, by our definition, includes people with a wide range
of occupations, skills, income levels, power and prestige, The
boundaries separating it from the ruling class above and the work-
ing class below are fuzzy. In describing the class standing of peo-
ple near the divide separating the PMC from other classes (e.g.,
registered nurses, welfare case workers, engineers in routine
production or inspection jobs at the lower end, middle leveis of
corporate and state bureaucratic managers at the upper end), we
must emphasize two aspects of our definition of class: First (in
Paul Sweezy’s words), “it would be a mistake to think of a class
as perfectly homogeneous internally and sharply marked off from
other classes, Actually there is variety within the class: and one
class sometimes shades off very gradually and almost impercep-
tibly into another.” Second, occupation is not the sole determinant
of class (nor even the sole determinant of the relation to the means
of production).

Consider the case of the registered nurse: She may have been
recruited from a working class, PMC or petty-bourgeois family.
Her education may be two years in a working-class community
college or four years in a private, upper-middle-class college,
On the job, she may be a worker, doing the most menial varieties
of bedside nursing, supervising no one, using only a small fraction
of the skills and knowledge she learned at school. Or she may be
part of management, supervising dozens, even hundreds of other
RN’s, practical nurses and nurses’ aides. Moreover, over 98 per
cent of RN’s are women; their class standing ls, in significant
measure, linked to that of their husbard, Some nurses do, in fact,
marry doctors; far more marry lower-~level professionals, while
many others marry blue-collar and lower-level white-collar
workers. So there is simply no way to classify registered nurses
as a group. What seems to be a single occupational category is in
fact socially and functionally heterogeneous.

* Throughout this essay, *manager,” unless otherwise qualified, means lower-
and middle-level In advanced i e capi are the cor-
i not the s of an earlier period. The people who
as a group own a substantial portion of their stock, and as individuals have di-
rect and dominant power over their finctioning, can only be considered as part
of the ruling class. The top officials of large non-corporate enterprises (i.e.,
government, large foundations, etc.) are also part of the ruling class.

e




Much the same kind of analysis could be made of most of the
other groupings near the boundaries of the PMC, The situation of
the groups near the PMC - working-class border, we should note,
is especially likely to be ambiguous : It is here that the process of
“de-skilling” — of rationalizing previously professional tasks into
a number of completely routinized functions requiring little train-
ing —occurs, Moreover, a disproportionate number of people in
these groups are women, for whom purely occupational criteria
for class are especially inadequate.

Despite the lack of precise delineation of the boundaries of the
PMC, by combining occupational data and statistics on property
distribution we can make a very crude estimate of the class com-
position of U.S, society: By this estimate, about 65 to 70 per cent
of the U.S, population is working class, (We accept Braverman’s
conception of the working class : craftsmen, operatives, laborers,
sales workers, clerical workers, service workers, non-college-
educated technical workers.) Eight to ten per cent is in the “old
middle class” (i.e., self-employed professi small trad
ple, independent farmers, etc.), Twenty to twenty-five per cent is
PMC; and one to two per cent is ruling class, That is, the PMC
includes something like fifty million people.

The very definition of the PMC — as a class concerned with the
reproduction of capitalist culture and class relationships — pre-
cludes treating it as a separable sociological entity, It is in a
sense a derivative class; its existence presupposes: (1) that the
social surplus has developed to a point sufficient to sustain the
PMC in addition to the bourgeoisie, for the PMC is essentially
nonproductive; and (2) that the relationship between the bourgeoisie
and the proletariat has developed to the point that a class special~
izing in the reproduction of capitalist class relationships becomes
a necessity to the capitalist class. That is, the maintenance of or-
der can no longer be left to episodic police violence.

Historically, these conditions were met in the U,S, by the early
twentieth century. The last half of the nineteenth century saw:
(1) the development of an enormous social surplus, concentrated
in monopolistic corporations and individual capitalists; and {2) in-
termittent, violent warfare between the Industrial working class
and the capitalist class. The possibility of outright insurrection
was taken very seriously by both bourgeois and radical observers,
At the same time, however, the new concentration and centraliza-
tion of capital opened up the possibilities of long-term planning,
the refinement of “management” (essentially as a substitute for
force), and the capitalist rationalization of both productive and
consumptive processes, In the decades immediately following the
turn of the century, these possibilities began to be realized :

1. At the point of production, the concentration of capital allowed
for the wholesale purchase of science and its transformation into
a direct instrument of capital, Science, and its practical offshoot
engineering, were set to work producing not only “progress” in the
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form of new products, but new productive technologies which un-
dercut the power of skilled labor, Labor was directly replaced by
machines, or else it was “scientifically” managed in an effort to
strip from the workers their knowledge and control of the produc-
tive process and reduce their labor, as much as possible, 1o mere
motion, {10) As we have argued el e, these devel S
drastically altered the terms and conditions of class struggle at
the workplace : diminishing the workers’ collective mastery over
the work process and undercutting the collective experience of so-
cialized production, (11}

2, The huge social surplus, concentrated in private foundations
and in the public sector, began to be a force for regulation and
management of civil society, The Rockefeller and Carnegie founda-
tions, each worth tens of millions of dotlars, appeared on the scene
in the first decade of the twentieth century; local governments in-
creased their revenues and expenditures five-fold between 1902
and 1922, (1?) Public education was vastly expanded; charity was
institutionalized; public-health measures gained sponsorship and
the authority of law; etc, These developments were of course pro-
gressive (in both the specific historical as well as the judgmental
sense of the word), But they also represented a politically moti-
vated penetration of working-class community life: Schools im-
parted industrial discipline and “American” values; charity agen-
cies and domestic scientists imposed their ideas of “right living”;
public-health officials lterally policed immigrant ghettoes,
etc, (13)

3. Beginning in the 1900's and increasing throughout the twenti-
eth century, monopoly capitalism came to depend on the develop-
ment of a national consumer-goods market, ltems which had been
made in the home or in the neighborhood were replaced by the uni-
form products of giant corporations, “Services” which had been an
indigenous part of working-class culture were edged out by com-
modities conceived and designed outside of the class. For example,
midwifery, which played an important role in the culture of Euro-
pean immigrant groups and rural (black and white) Americans, was
outlawed and/or officially discredited in the early 1900's, to be
replaced by professionaliy dominated care, (14) Traditional forms
of recreation, from participant sports to social drinking, suffered
2 similar fate in the face of the new commoditized (and privatized)
forms of entertainment offered by the corporation (e.g., records,
radio, spectator sports, movies, etc,) The penetration of working-
class life by commodities required and continues to require a
massive job of education—from schools, advertisers, social
workers, domestic scientists, “experts” in child rearing, etc, As
the dependence of American capital on the domestic consumer-
goods market increased, the management of consumption came to
be as important as the management of production. (15)

To summarize the effects of these developments on working-
class life: The accumulation and concentration of capital which
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occurred in the last decades of the nineteenth century allowed for
an extensive reocrganization of working-class life — both in the
community and in the workplace. This reorganization was aimed at
both social control and the of a mass mar-
ket. The net effect of this drive to reorganizeand reshape working-
class life was the social atomization of the working class : the
fragmentation of work {and workers) in the productive process, a
withdrawal of aspirations from the workplace into private goals,
the disruption of indigenous networks of support and mutual aid,
the destruction of autonomous working-class culture and its re-
placement by “mass culture” defined by the privatized consump-
tion of commodities (health care, recreation, erc.).*

It is simultaneously with these developments in working-class
life (more precisely, in the relation between the working class and
the capitalist ciass) that the professional and managerial workers
emerge as a new class in society. The three key developments
listed above —the reorganization of the productive process, the
emergence of mass institutions of social control, the commodity
penetration of working-class life —do not simply “develop”; they
require the effort of more or less conscious agents, The expro-
priation of productive skills requires the intervention of scientific
management experts; there must be engineers to inherit the pro-
ductive lore, managers to supervise the increasingly degraded
work process, etc, Similarly, the destruction of autonomous work-
ing-class culture requires (and calls forth) the emergence of new
culture-producers — from physicians to journalists, teachers, ad-
men and so on, These new operatives, the vanguard of the emerging
PMC, are not simply an old intelligentsia expanding to meet the
needs of a “complex” society, Their emergence in force near the
turn of the century is parallel and complementary to the transfor-
mation of the working clags which marks the emergence of monop-
oly capital,

Thus the relationship between the PMC and the working class is
objectively antagonistic, The functions and interests of the two
classes are not merely different; they are mutually contradictory.
True, both groups are forced to sell their labor power to the cap-
italist class; both are necessary to the productive process under
capitalism; and they share an antagonistic relation to the capitalist
class, (We will return to this point in more detail later.) But these
commonalities should not distract us from the fact that the profes-
sional-managerial workers exist, as a mass grouping in monopoly
capitalist society, only by virtue of the expropriation of the skills
and culture once indigenous to the working class, Historically, the

*For more thorough discussion of this phase in the history of the U.S, working
class, see Stanley Aronowitz, FALSE PROMISES (McGraw-Hill, 1973); Stuart
Ewen, CAPTAINS OF CONSCIOUSNESS (McGraw-Hill, 1976); and Harry Braver-
man, LABOR AND MONOPOLY CAPITAL (Monthly Review, 1975). The political

of th for working-cl struggles are very great,
though beyond the scope of this essay.
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process of overt and sometimes violent expropriation was concen-
trated in the early twentieth century, with the forced Taylorization
of major industries, the “Americanization” drive in working-class
communities, eic, The fact that this process does not have to be
repeated in every generation — any more than the capitalist class
must continually re-enact the process of primitive accumulation —
creates the impression that PMC - working-class relations repre-
sent a purely “natural” division of labor imposed by the social
complexity and technological sophistication of modern society. But
the objective antagonism persists and represents a contradiction
which is continually nourished by the historical alternative of a
society in which mental and manual work are re-united to create
whole people. It is because of this objective antagonism that we are
let to define the professional and managerial workers as a class
distinct from the working class.

We should add, at this point, that the antagonism between the
PMC and the working class does not exist only in the abstract
realm of “objective” relations, of course, Real-life contacts be-
tween the two classes express directly, if sometimes benignly, the
relation of control which is at the heartof the PMC - working-class
relation: teacher and student (or parent), manager and worker,
social worker and client, etc., The subjective dimension of these
contacts is a complex mixture of hostility and deference on the
part of working-class people, conternpt and paternalism onthe part
of the PMC.

The interd istic relationship between the
working class and the PMC also leads us to insist that the PMC is
a class totally distinct from the petty bourgeoisie (the “old middle
class” of artsans, ployed pr ionals and

independent farmers), The class:cal petty bourgeoisie lies outside
the polarity of labor and capital. It is made up of people who are
neither employed by capital nor themselves employers of labor to
any significant extent. The PMC, by contrast, is employed by cap-
ital and it manages, controls, has authority over labor (though it
does not directly employ it), The classical petty bourgeoisie is
irrelevant to the process of capital accumulation and to the pro-
cess of reproducing capitalist social relations. The PMC, by con-
trast, is essential to both,

11l. The Rise of the PMC

In order to define more sharply the relation between the PMC
and the other classes, we turn now to a closer examination of the
initial emergence of the PMC, its ideology and its institutions,
The PMC emerged with dramatic suddenness in the years between
1890 and 1920, a period roughly overlapping what historians call
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the Progressive Era. (Table | summarizes the expansion of se-
lected professional and managerial occupations at this time,)*

TABLE L.
(in thousands, except for total population in millions)

1870 1880 1900 1910 1920 1930

Engineers 5.6 7 38 77 134 17
Managers* 57 - - 126 250 313
(manufacturing)
Social, recreation & - - - 19 46 7
religions workers
{other than clergy)
College faculty 5.6 1.6 24 — 49 82
Accountants and - - 23 39 18 192
auditors
Government officials, - - 58 72 100 124
administrators,
inspectors
Editors and reporiers - - 32 — 41 61
Total population 39.9 50.3 76.1 924 106.5 1231
*includes and for 1870, only all other years.

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Census, Historical Statistics of the United States, Colonial
Times to 1957; U.S. Bureau of Census, Statistical Abstract of the United States,
1975; H.D. Anderson and P.E. Davidson, Occupational Trends in the United States
(Stanford, 1940)

We have already sketched the conditions which prepared the way
for the expansion of these occupations : a growing and increasingly
centralized social surplus, and intensified struggle between the
bourgeoisie and the proletariat. But it would be wrong to think of
the emerging PMC as being no more than passive recruits for the
occupational roles required by monopoly capital, The people en-
tering the class-in-formation were drawn from an older middle
clags, They were the sons and daughters of business men, inde-
pendent professionals, prosperous farmers, etc. — groups which
feared their own extinction in the titanic struggle between capital
and labor. The generation entering managerial and professional

*cf. Richard Hofstadter, THE AGE OF REFORM (Knopf, 1955), pp. 215-216:
“From 1870 to 1910, while the whole population of the United States increased
two and one third times, the old middle class — business entrepreneurs and
independent professional men -— grew somewhat more than two times; the work-
ing class, including farm labor, grew a little more than three times; the number
of farmers and farm tenants doubled, But the middle class (technicians, salaried
professionals, clerical workers, salespeople, public-service workers) grew
almost eight times, rising from 756,000 to 5,609,000 people . ... The new middle
class had risen from 33% of the entire middle class in 1870 to 63% in 1910,
Also cf. Robert H. Wiebe, THE SEARCH FOR ORDER (Hill and Wang, 1967),
pp. 111 ff.
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roles between 1890 and 1920 consciously grasped the roles which
they had to play. They understood that their own self-interest was
bound up in reforming capitalism, and they articulated their under-
standing far more persistently and clearly than did the capitalist
class itself, The role of the emerging PMC, as they saw it, was to
mediate the basic class conflict of capitalist society and create a
“rational,” reproducible social order. (16) As Edward A, Ross,
a prominent professor and Progressive ideologue, wrote in 1907,
after surveying the conflict and corruption of turn-of-the-century
capitalism :

Social defense is coming to be a matter for the expert.
The rearing of dikes against faithlessness and fraud calls
for intelligent social engineering, If in this strait the pub-
lic does not speedily become far shrewder.,.there is
nothing for it but to turn over the defense of society to
professionals. (17}

Many people, of all classes, subscribed to parts of this outlook
and stood to benefit one way or another from the Progressive re-
forms which were associated with it, For our purposes, the strik-
ing things about Progressive ideology and reforms are (i) their
direct and material contribution to the creation and expansion of
professional and managerial occupational slots; (2) their intimate
relation to the emergence and articulation of the PMC’s charac~
teristic ideologies: and (3) their association with the creation of
characteristic PMC class institutions (such as professional or-
ganizations),

(1} The Growth of the PMC : Every effort to mediate class con-
flict and “rationalize” capitalism served to create new institution-
alized roles for reformers —i.e,, to expand the PMC, Settlement
houses, domestic - science training courses, adult-education
classes in literacy, English, patriotism, etc. provided jobs for
social workers (who formed the National Conference of Social
Workers in 1911) and home economists (who formed the American
Home Economics Association in 1909), etc. Child-labor laws, com-
pulsory-school-atrendance laws, factory health and safety inspec-
tions, etc,created jobs for truant officers, teachers and inspectors
of various kinds. Similarly, municipal reform meant the establish-
ment of committees of city planners, architects, engineers, statis-
ticians, sociologists, to plan and administer the health, recreation,
welfare, housing and other functions of the metropolis. At the fed-
eral level, conservationist demands (pushed by the emerging en-
gineering profession, among others) led to the creation of Federal
agencies employing engineers to watch over and plan resourceuse,
The Pure Food and Drug Act, the establishment of the Bureau of
Labor Statistics, the Federal Trade Commission, etc, all, in addi-
tion to their direct impact in regulating business, gathering infor-
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mation, etc., offered thousands of jobs. Public policy in general
became dependent on input from specialists, experts, professors.
“it is a great thing,” exulted political-economy professor Richard
T. Ely, another major Progressive-era ideclogue, on reading the
report of the U.S. Industrial Commission established by Congress
in 1898, “that there are in this country a body of economic experts,
and that the state of public opinion is such as to demarnd their em-
ployment.” (18)

The rationalizing drive of the emerging PMC struck deep into
the business enterprise itself. The early years of the century saw
the transformation of the internal functioning of the corporation
at the hands of a rapidly growing corps of managers — “scientific
managers,” lawyers, financial experts, engineers, personnel ex-
perts, etc. As early as 1886, Henry R, Townes had admonrished the
Amerlcan Society of Mechanical Engineers (the source of much
early management thought) that “The matter of shop management
is of equal importance with that of engineering.” By the early
1900’s, Townes, Taylor, Gantt, the Gilbreths and other engineers
were churning out papers on how to rationalize all aspects of the
business enterprise. College-level schools and departments of
business administration rapidly appeared to teach the new creed,
(The American Association of Collegiate Schools of Business was
founded in 1916,) The managers held conferences, formed associa-
tions (e.g., the Society to Promote the Science of Management in
1912, and the American Management Association, out of several
already existing societies, in 1923), and published professional
journals (e.g., ENGINEERING MAGAZINE in 1891, FACTORY in
1908, the BULLETIN OF THE TAYLOR SOCIETY in 1916),

The introduction of modern methods of mapagement was a re-
form which was understood by contemporary observers to be part
of the overall Progressive cause. In fact, scientific management
first became known to the public as a tool for the Progressive
attack on corporate greed: In the "Eastern Rates” case of 1911,
the Interstate Commerce Commission turned down an increase in
railroad rates afrer scientific-management expert H. Emerson
testified that proper management would cut a million dollars a day
off the cost of rail ship Scientific ma as taught in
the new business schools, exulted reformer and writer Walter
Lippmann, would produce a new professional breed of managers
who would help lift American business out of the “cesspool of
commercialism.” To the managers themselves,

...scientific management became something of a “move-
ment,” In an age of growing achievement in the physical
sciences, it offered the hope of resolving industrial prob-
lems also through the use of objective principles. For
young and imaginative engineers it provided an ethos and
a in life. The soon became replete with
popularizers, traditionalists and dissidents, After the ini-
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tlal periods of resistance, it conquered the citadels of

industrial in the United States,
and had a tremendous effect on industrial practice, It had
2 major influence on the growing reform and ecoromy
mo’ in public ad ration. (19)

(2) The Development of a Class Outlook : From-the beginning the
nascent PMC possessed a class outlook which was distinct from,
and_often antagonistic to, that of the capitalist class. It is true
that, with hindsight, one is struck by the uliimate concordance of
interests between the two classes, Even at that time, NEW RE-
PUBLIC editor Herbert Croley noted that Progressivism was
“designed to serve as a counterpoise to the threat of working-
class revolution.” {20) And a wealthy phﬂanthropist friend of Jane
Addams noted appreciatively that Adams “was really an inter-
preter between working men and the people who lived in luxury on
the other side of the city, and she also gave the people of her.
neighborhood quite a different idea about the men and women who
were ordinarily called ‘capitalists’,” (21) "Class harmony” was
the stated goal of many PMC peop. and to
many in the capitalist class as well, it was clear that “profes-
sionals” could be more effective in the long run than Pinkertons,
But the PMC was not merely a class of lackeys : The capitalists
fought vigorously to block or modify those PMC-supported re-
forms which they saw as threatening their interests, As for the
PMC, the very ideals of “objectivity,” *rationality,” etc. which
justified their role to the capitalists inevitably led them into con-
flict with the capitalists,

" For one thing, the roles the PMC was entering and carving out
for itself — as b 1 s, social , culture pro-
ducers, etc, — required a high degree of autonomy, if only for the
sake of legitimization. Claims to “objectivity” cannot be made from
an objective position of servility, The conflict over occupational
autonomy was particularly visible in the universities, The enor-
mous expansion of higher education in the latter part of the nine-
teenth century and the early part of the twentieth century had been
underwritten by men like Johns Hopkins, Leland Stanford, and above
all John D, Rockefeller and Andrew Carnegie, Battles over aca-
demic freedom often brought faculty into direct confrontation with
capitalist trustees, with the professors asserting their autonomy
as “experts.”

But the conilict between the PMC and the capitalist class went
deeper than the issue of occupational autonomy. Early PMC lead-
ers envisioned a technocratic transformation of society in which
all aspects of life would be “rationalized” according to expert
krowledge, For example, Frederick Winslow Taylor, the leader of
the movement for scientific management, saw scientific manage-
ment as much more than a set of techniques to streamline pro-
duction :
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The same principles can be applied with equal force to all
social activities: to the of our trad

large and smatll; of our churches, our philanthropic insti-
tutions, our universities, and our governmental depart-
ments . ... What other reforms could do as much toward
promoting prosperity, toward the diminution of poverty
and the alleviation of suffering? (22)

Or, as E, D, Meier, the president of the American Society of Min-
ing Engineers, put it in 1911, “The golden rule will be put into
practice through the slide rule of the engineer.” (23)

Of course, “efficiency,” “order” and rationality are not in them-
selves capitalist goals. Even scientific management met with ini-
tial resistance from many in the business community, who saw it
as a potential threat to their own autonomy from outside surveil-
lance. (Scientific management, as already mentloned, was orig-
inally popularized as a tool for the public to use to judge the fair-
ness of corporate prices,) Engineers, perhaps because of their
workaday intimacy with capitalist concerns, often saw the recal-
citrance of capital most clearly. To give a trivial, but telling, ex-
ample: in 1902 and again in 1906, efforts of reform-minded engi-
neers to get the American Society of Mechanical Engineers to sup-
port the campaign for conversion to the metric system were de-
feated by capitalist opposition. (Most capital equipment was al-
ready calibrated in English units,) “The businessman is the mas-
ter, the engineer is his good slave,” complained a writer in EN-
GINEERING NEWS in 1904, (24)

Out of these continual skirmishes — over academic freedom,
Progressive reforms, consumer issues, etc,-— many in the PMC
were led to more systematic anti-capitalist outlooks. One widely
publicized variety of PMC anti-capitalism was that represented
by Thorstein Veblen's “technocratic” critique. Veblen portrayed the
contemporary capitalists as a parasitical class no less decadent
than the European aristocracy, The captains of industry, he ar-
gued,

have always turned thet i and their k ledg

to account,,,only so far as would serve their own com-
mercial profit, not to the extent of their ability: or to the
limit set by the material circumstances; or by the needs
of the community , ., To do their work as it should be done
these men of the industrial general staff i.e,, engineers
and managers must have a free hand, unhampered by
commercial considerations and reservations....lt is an
open secret that with a reasonably free hand the produc-
tion . experts would today readily increase the ordinary
output of industry by several fold — variously estimated
at some 300 per cent to 1200 per cent of the current out-
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put. And what stands in the way of so increasing the or-
dinary output of goods and services is business as usual,
25)

Progress demanded that the capitalists be swept away to make
room — not for the working class — but for the rising class of ex~
perts, But Veblen’s vision of a technocracy —'a government by the
experts — smacked too overtly of PMC self-interest to gain a wide
following, even within the class. In fact Edward Ross, who in 1907
had himself called for extensive “social engineering,” was moved
to write, somewhat defensively, in 1920 :

There is of course no such thing as ‘government by ex-
perts’, The malicious phrase is but a sneer flung by the
scheming self-seekers who find in the relentless veracity
of modestly-paid trained investigators a barrier across
their path, (26)

The strongest expression of PMC anti-capitalist ideology was
to be found in explicitly socialist politics — which in the early-
twentieth-century United States meant the Socialist Party. “In the
United States probably more than anywhere else, socialism is re-
cruiting heavily from the better classes of society,” boasted Party
leader Morris Hillquit in 1907, Although the party had a large
working-class membership and people we would identify as mem-
bers of the PMC were clearly a minority in the party as a whole,
most of the top leadership and a vastly disproportionate part of
the membership were engaged in PMC (and old middie class) occu~
pations (or had been so engaged before assuming full-time party
duties), (27)*

In fact, socialism, as articulated by the pre-World War I Social-
ist Party, was frequently not far from the PMC’s technocratic vi-
sion, Socialism meant government ownership of the means of pro-
duction (which would still be administered by experts) and expan-
sion of government social services (which would still be supplied
by professionals — or “intellectual proletarians,” as Hillquit called
them),

Socialism in this version formed a continuum with non-socialist
Progressivism, Party leader William Ghent even complained that
Teddy Roosevelt’s 1912 Progressive Party platform (a platform
designed to attract the middie-class reform vote without funda-
mentally upsetting capitalist priorities) “begins its program with
the brazen theft of half the working program of the Socialist Par-

* To give a few prominent examples, Victor Berger was a school teacher; Mor-
ris Hillquit was a lawyer and journalist; Robert Hunter, A. M. Simons and
William Ghent were editors and journalists; and even Eugene Victor Debs spent
only four years as a railroad worker, the rest of his pre-socialist life being
spent as billing clerk for the largest wholesale grocer in the Midwest, as elected
town elerk of Terre Haute, and as editor of 2 labor -union paper.
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ty.” On the right wing of the Party, even such traditional socialist
notions as class struggle were considered too radical and were
replaced by Progressive ideals of class conciliation, Class hatred,
wrote writer, social worker and Party National Executive member
John Sparge, was a “monstrous thing...to be abhorred by all
right-thinking men and women.” (28)

3. The Consolidation of the Professional-Managerial Class: [n
the period up to mid-century, professional-managerial occupations
expanded much more rapidly than the workforce as a whole.* The
peopie filling these occupations (and their families) came more and
more to constitute a socially coherent class. Collectively the PMC
consolidated its cultural hegemony over the working class, as the
army of counselors, psychologists, teachers, etc. swelled from the
twenties on. But the early PMC’s radical dream of a technocratic
society was not, of course, to be realized. To the extent that the
PMC established itself as a major class in twentieth-century
American society, it did so on terms set by the capitalist class.**

Individually, many PMC members scaled the highest pinnacles
of power, either to bask there temporarily as consultants and ad-
visors, or to remain as permanent members of the ruling class.
Acceptance came gradually, Self~-made capitalists like Andrew
Carnegie initially had little use for “experts” and ‘college men”
in their enterprises., But by the teens, “experts” — college pro-
fessors, researchers, PMC civic reformers — had become indis-
pensable and routine members of the boards of trustees of key
capitalist-sponsored institutions (replacing the token clergyman of
an earlier era), In 1918, when President Wilson went off to the
Peace Conference in Paris, he publicly acknowledged the impor-
tance of the PMC by taking along with him a “grand conclave of
expert advisors from several fields of knowledge which was known
to contemporaries as The Inquiry.” (29) Within industry, as the
size and complexity of corporations increased, PMC occupations
such as engineering, law and financial management became re-
cruiting grounds for top management; i.e., into the ruling class
itself.

* A complete account of the development of the PMC would have to dwell on
(1) the tremendous expansion of the state apparatus during World War I, the New
Deal, and World War II (and the accompanying triumph of what has been called
— over-simplistically, we think — corporate liberal ideology); (2) the expansion
of the corporate bureaucratic apparatus and its extension from control of pro-
duction to control of distribution and manipulation of demand; (3) the post-
World War If expansion of the universities and the mass media; ete.

*%1t is necessary to emphasize this point. The PMC (or the managerial portion
of it) has not become a new ruling class (as Berle and Means, Burnham, Gal-
braith and others have suggested). Top managers are part of the ruling class
{see above, p. 12, footnote and Paul Sweezy, *The Ilusion of the Managerial Rev-
olution® in THE PRESENT AS HISTORY, pp. 39-66; C. Wright Mills, THE
POWER ELITE (Chapters 6 and 7, pp, 118-170), but most managers and admin-
istrators, along with virtually all ial salaried i are
part of the PMC, a subordinate and dependent class. This does not mean, how-~
ever, that the PMC is powerless vis-a-vis the ruling class.
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For the great majority of the members of the PMC, however,
the only guarantee of security — never mind autonomous power —
lay in collective action, The characteristic form of self-organiza-
tion of the PMC was the profession. The defining characteristics
of professions should be seen as representing simultaneously both
the aspirations of the PMC and the claims which are necessary to
Justify those aspirations to the other classes of capitalist society,
These characteristics are, in brief : (2) the existence of a special-
ized body of knowledge, accessible only by lengthy training; (b) the
existence of ethical standards which include a commitment to pub-
lic service; and (¢) a measure of autonomy from outside interfer-
ence in the practice of the {e.g., only b of the
profession can judge the value of a fellow professional’s work),
The claims to specialized knowledge and ethical standards serve
to justify the bid for autonomy, which is most commonly directed
at the (capitalist) employing class. Furthermore, the possession
{or claim to possession) of specialized knowledge ensures that the
PMC can control its own reproduction as aclags : “Lengthy” train-
ing has barred working-class entrance to the professions and given
a decided advantage to the children of the PMC itself, The claim
to high ethical standards represents the PMC's persistent reas«
surance that its class interests are identical to the Interests of
society at large. Finally, all three characteristics of professions
are aimed at ensuring that the relationship between the individual
professfonal and his or her “client” (student, patient) is one of be-
nign domination,

Between the 1880’s and 1920, medicine, law, social work, en-
gineering and teaching emerged in their modern form, complete
with professional organizations and journals and legally enforced
criteria for admissions (l.e., accrediting of training institutions
and/or licensing of individual practitioners). At the same time,
the learned professions were sorting themselves out and taking
organizational form : “natural philosophy” subdivided into the mod-
ern patural sciences; psychology detached itself from philosophy;
sociology, history and political science began to go their separate
ways; etc.

The device of professionalism was not universally or uniformly
successful. Some occupations, like nursing, are “professions” more
out of courtesy than social reality, Other, more clearly PMC oc-
cupations, such as engineering, can hardly claim to have a “pro-
fessional” degree of autonomy. Between 1900 and 1920, many of
the U.S. engineering societies were torn by struggles between
“professional-minded” engineexs, who saw themselves as profes-
sionals first and employees second, and business-oriented engi-
neers, whose first loyalty was to their employing industry, The
business-oriented faction triumphed, for the most part, even going
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so far as to permit unirained businessmen to join the engineers’
“professional” societies. (30)*

From the perspective of the entire class, professionalism had
an inherent disadvantage as a strategy for class advancement.
Specialization was the PMC member’s chief selling point, the
quality which justified his or her claim to a unique niche in soci-
ety, but it acted as a centrifugal force on the class as a whole,
Consider that in 1900 a scholar such as William James could flit
from teaching physiology to psychology and finally to philosophy
without unduly discomfiting the Harvard administration. And in
1919, Veblen (in ENGINEERS AND THE PRICE SYSTEM) could
stiil lump together engineers and all sorts of managers and admin-
istrators under the common rubric “engineer.” But by mid-century
the class was so minutely splintered that even terms such as “sci-
entist” or “engineer” no longer signified groups with common
workplace concerns or even a common language,

The deepest rift, over-riding the petty occupational subspeciali-
zations, was the one which developed between the managers, ad-
ministrators and engineers on one hand, and those in the liberal
arts and service professions on the other, The material difference
between the two groups was that those in the first category are
directly tied to business and industry; their jobs are, not infre-
quently, way stations on the road into the ruling class itself. Those
in the second category are more likely to enjoy the relative shelter
of the university or other sorts of non-profit agencies and to be
firmly fixed within the PMC, Along with this difference in apparent
sources of subsidy went a difference in general political outlook :
The tal/techni [ ity came to pride itself on its
“hard-headedness” and even on its indifference to the social con-
sequences of its labor (i.e., its helplessness), The second group,
those in the more “liberal” pursuits, became the only repository
of the traditional PMC antagonism to capital, Managers and en-

* The profession of medicine, at first thought, may seem to contradict our as-
sertion that ism is the ch; ic form of self- ization of
the PMC, since most physicians, even today, are independent entrepreneurs
(i.e., classical petty bourgeoisie), Professionalism does, of course, have pre-
monepoly capitalist roots in the ancient *free professions” — medicine, law,
theology. But in its modern form, medical professionalism in the U.S. was
forged by a small handful of PMC doctors. The American Medical Association,
in the crucial pre - World War I years when it gained hegemony over U.S. medi—
cine, was it by And the public’s belief in the ex-
pertise of doctors arose largely from the achievements and propaganda of (sal-
aried) government public-health officials and medical-school professors, Cf.
Rosemary Stevens, AMERICAN MEDICINE AND THE PUBLIC INTEREST (Yale
University Press, 1971), Salaried physicians have made ) an ever -growing and
increasingly dominant fraction of the mediecal profession; and even the physi-
cians still in private practice are, in real terms, completely dependent on and
increasingly subject to the PMC-dominated hospitals, medical schools, and gov-
ernment health agencies. Cf. Health PAC, THE AMERICAN HEALTH EMPIRE
(Random House, 1971).
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gineers on the one side, liberal academics on the other, came to
view each other across a gulf of distrust and contempt.

But we should not overestimate the significance of this division.
The PMC at mid-century still constituted a single, coherent class,
The actual employment experience and social attitudes of mana-
gers and engineers and those in the liberal professions are hardly
more divergent than those of such working-class groups as, say,
clerical workers and steel workers, The image of rion-managerial
professionals as ivory-tower-bound, somewhat impractical intel-
lectuals has litle counterpart in reality, Seventy per cent of the
country’s scientists and engineers are employed in business and
industry; half the rest are in government, {Even leaving out the
engineers, only one-fifth of the physicists and two-fifths of the life
scientists are employed by universiries.) Well under half of the
professional and scientific workers in all fields (including the so-
cial sciences) are employed by educational and other non-profit
institutions, In the business and governmental organizations which
employ most professionals, the professional typically is employed
in a managerial or semi-managerial role, As for the minority of
professionals who are in academic and similar institutions, they
are hardly aloof from what C, Wright Mills called the “managerial
demiurge.” They greedily accept consulting positions with industry
and government, And within their institutions, they take on a vari-
ety of managerial and administrative functions, administering
grants, supervising research and teaching assistants, running de-
partments and institutes. (31)

The image of the corporate middle manager as completely di-
vorced from the academic world is equally overdrawn. Over eighty
per cent of corporate managers (at all levels) in large corpora-
tions have college training (or graduate training) — about half in
the liberal arts, the rest divided equally between engineering and
business. “Professional” (graduate) training in law, engineering,
or business schools — which, correctly, tell their students that
they are being trained in “applied social science” — more and
more becomes a prerequisite for advance on the management lad-
der, (32)

Moreover, the various groups within the PMC are socially co-
herent, Paul Sweezy has argued that the basic test of whether two
familles belong to the same class or not is the freedom with which
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they intermarry. The children of PMC members do overwheiming-
ly tend to marry within the class; marriage “down” to the working
class or “up” to the ruling class is comparatively infrequent, In
line with the frequency of intermarriage, the class exhibits a sub-
stantial degree of intergenerational stability: children of PMC
families are more than twice as likely as children of working-
class families to themselves enter PMC occupations, (33)

Moreover, the class is characterized by a common “culture” or
lifestyle, The interior life of the class is shaped by the problem of
class reproduction, Unlike ruling-class occupations, PMC occupa-
tions are never directly hereditary: The son of the Chairman of
the Board may expect to become a successful businessman (or at
least a wealthy one) more or less by growing up; the son of a re-
search scientist knows he can only hope to achieve a similar posi-
tion through continuous effort, Traditionally, much of this effort
has come from the women of the class. Since, according to psy-
chologists, a child’s future achievement is determined by the nu-
ances of its early upbringing, women of the class have been ex-
pected to stay home and “specialize” in childraising, Both sexes,
however, are expected to perform well in school and attend good
colieges, for it is at college that young men acquire the creden-
tals for full class membership and young women acquire, in addi-
tion to their own degrees, credentialed husbands.*

As a result of the anxiety about class reproduction, all of the
ordinary experiences of life — growing up, giving birth, childrais-
ing — are freighted with an external significance unknown in other
classes. Private life thus becomes too arduous to be lived in pri-
vate; the inner life of the PMC must be continously shaped, up-
dated and revised by — of course — ever mounting numbers of ex-
perts: experts in childraigsing, family living, sexual fulfillment,
self-realization, etc., etc, The very insecurity of the class, then,
provides new ground for class expansion, By mid-century the PMC
was successful enough to provide a new mass market for many. of
its own services — and unsuccessful enough to need them **

*Betty Friedan’s book THE FEMININE MYSTIQUE (Norton, 1963) points out the
inherent contradictions in this mode of class reproduction : Women of the class
are educated along with men, then required to do the unpaid, menial labor of
homemaking. Friedan herself feared that the degradation of PMC women was
leading to the deterioration of the children and hence the entire class. Her book
is a strongly ck i more with the future of her
class than with the fate of women of all classes, Nonetheless she accurately
pinpointed one major factor in the rise of the late-twentieth-century women’s
movement: the “over-education” —or under-employment —of PMC women.

**Many of the characteristics of the PMC as a social class are shared, of
course, by portions of the classical petty bourgeoiste, such as doctors in private
practice. The PMC is integrated socially with these upper strata of the petty
bourgeoisie (upper strata, we not with the over i larger
lower strata of the petty bourgoisie — the millions of proprietors of tiny shops,
self-employed crafispeople, etc.). But, as we have argued earlier, this is not
sufficient grounds for calling the PMC itself “petty bourgeois” (see above, p. 20),




In the second part of this essay {to be published in RADICAL
AMERICA, May-June 1977) we will discuss the growth of the PMC
and its institutions {(e.g., the university) in the sixties. We will use
the theoretical framework we have developed here to analyze the
emergence and history of a New Left, based in the PMC (including
students, the PMC-in-training). Finally, we will discuss the sub-
jective relationships existing today between the PMC and the work-
ing class, and we will try to draw from this some strategic impli-
cations for the left,
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The Making of Harlan County, U.S.A.:
An Interview with Barbara Kopple

Gail Pellet

In 1973, miners at the Bookside mine in Harlan County, Kentucky
went on strike after the mine owners refused to sign a contract with the
newly formed local of the United Mine Workers (UMWA). Barbara
Kopple, a filmmaker who had been documenting the Miners for Democracy
movement, moved to Harlan to live with and film the miners and their
families during the struggle. Their story is shown in her recently released
film, Harlan County, U.S.A. The film is in color and runs 103 minutes. It is
distributed by Cinema 5 Distribution Inc., 595 Madison Ave.. New York,
NY

Gail Pellet interviewed Barbara Kopple in February, 1977 for Radical
America.

G: How did you get involved in filming in Harlan County ?

B: I was originally hired by the Miners for Democracy, a rank-
and-file movement in the United Mine Workers (UMWA). But then
I got so involved with people in the coal fields — the miners and
their families — that I wanted to do a lot more than make a film
about the Miners for Democracy movement,

To explain this movement, it’s really necessary to go over some
history of the UMWA, From the early '30s John L. Lewis ran the

GAIL PELLET works in radio, video and film in New York.
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union as a dictatorship. That dictatorship continued under Tony
Boyle, who was appointed president by Lewis in 1963, From the
’30s to 1968 there had never been an election. )

Boyle’s regime did little organizing. They negotiated sweetheart
contracts, He controlled the locals by appointing officials who
shared his politics. You know, coal mining is one of the most dan-
gerous industries in this country, Yet Boyle made health and safety
demands on the companies only when absolutely forced to. For ex-
ample, in 1969 the Farmington mine blew up and 78 men were
killed. The mine had been inspected 16 times before and had been
shown to be dangerous, but the coal operators just asked for more
extensions,

Joseph “Jock” Yablonsky was the first guy brave enough to run
against Boyle., That was in 1969, Then Yablonsky and his wife and
daughter were murdered, and miners really got angry. They wanted
leadership that could respond to the needs of the coal miners, So a
rank-and-file movement developed — the Miners for Democracy —
and three rank-and-file miners emerged as leaders: Arnold
Miller, Mike Trbovich, and Harry Patrick, Miller had spent 26
years in the mines, and fought for the black-lung movement. Trbo-
vich fought for autonomy at the local level. And Patrick fought for
compensation for widows and disabled miners.

Part of their platform was to organize the unorganized, And so
in 1973, at the Brookside mine in Harlan, Kentucky, miners voted
to become part of the UMWA, This was a test case for the new re-
form movement. That’s how Harlan began this time. But there’s
a history in Harlan, Harlan County came to be known as “Bloody
Harlan”. In the '30s the UMWA under John L, Lewis came in. Dur-
ing the strike people were thrown out of their homes by the com-
panies, There were no strike benefits, so people literally starved,
The company brought in gun thugs and scabs, One morning the
miners went into the hills and opened up on them. Miners and
strikebreakers were killed., They called it the battle of Evarts,
John L. Lewis got very scared and pulled out, leaving the miners
to their own destiny. A number of miners spent 14 to 19 years in
prison, Later in the 1930s, during the period of mechanization,
thousands of miners were unemployed. That’s when the UMWA
really lost its hold in the coal fields. In 1964 they tried again to
organize in Harlan County, but Tony Boyle signed sweetheart con-
tracts and it was just as bad as before,

The miners were getting $26 to work 8-, 10-, or 12-hour days
in the mines. It takes an hour to get from the beginning of the mine
to the face where the actual work is being done, and you wouldn’t
get paid for that hour. The safety conditions were terrible. Sup-
pose you and 1 were working under a roof and I heard a crack.
I could come out, but they might say to you: “OK, you have six
kids. You need the work and the money. You keep working under
that roof.” Workers were being divided like that, And safety in-
spectors were people who had come out of the company, so the
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company would take them to places they wanted them to see, Little
or nothing was done about violations, There was no job security,
If you wanted to strike about something or if you felt that some-
thing wasn’t right, you’d be fired automatically, The miners had
absolutely no rights,

G: But in the film we see Miller, after winning the UMWA pres-
idency on a reform platform, compromise the right to strike,

B: Right. People had felt him to represent a strong, honest re-
form leadership that was really going to respond to their needs.
But you see Miller change during the course of the film. The last
section of the film includes the vote for a national coal contract,
It was the first time in union history that the miners were able to
ratify their own contract. You see on a rank-and-file level what a
contract can mean, Is it enough to have five-day vacations ? Is that
really enough time to get the coal dust out of your lungs ? But then
Miller compromised the miners’ right to strike. The last part of
the film says who your enemies are; you've got to fight against the
coal operators and the government. In 1975 a hundred and twenty
thousand miners went on wildcat strike; and in the following year
they struck again when coal operators violated grievance proce-
dures. Sometimes people think that once you get a good leader, you
don’t have to fight anymore. Everything’s going to be taken care of,
Of course we know that’s not so, and the miners know that’s not
8o, So the fight is still continuing. And as the young miner says in
the film, “It’s got to be a fight that comes from below.” That’s
what the film is about.

G: What in your own personal background led you to producing
this kind of film?

B: I grew up on a flower and vegetable farm in Shrub Oak, New
York, I grew up with my grandparents, my parents, and my brother,
They were all left-liberals. I went to school in Boston and got in-
volved in the anti-war movement,. Then I got into film making, do-
ing sound and editing. I worked primarily on social-change films
such as WINTER SOLDIER, a lot of things for “Bill Moyers’ Jour-
nal” on television. But I knew that I really wanted to do films that
had content, that moved people forward. For five years I had been
working until three or four in the morning seven days a week for
other people, and I really wanted to do something that I cared about,

As I started to do HARLAN CO,, U,S.A,, I realized that nothing
in the world was going to stop me from telling that story. I don’t
think of myself as a producer/director, just somebody who knows
how to make films, which is a way I can contribute to communicat-
ing the political things I believe in. To experience and learn but
also to bring that experience back and share it with other people.
We wanted a film that workers everywhere would be able to look
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at., What we were trying to do with the film was make it honest,
from the rank-and-file people. Trying not to manipulate it, Letting
them speak. That’s why there’s no narration in the film, We didn’t
want narration with rhetoric or some heavy imposed thing that
didn’t naturally come out of where the people were.

I filmed in the coal fields for three years. Making the film was
a day-to-day process, The only thing I was concerned with was
being able to continue for another day. It was a life-and-death
struggle down there, and we just wanted to continue working. If you
stick with people long enough, you can see clearly in which direc-
tions they are moving. That’s why I think staying in a place over a
long period of time is really necessary when you're trying to do
some kind of in-depth study of what’s happening. Three years isn't
long enough, but we were able to get a glimpse of the changes tak-
ing place.

This kind of film can only happen with a small group of tightly-
knit people who know how to work and move quickly in different
situations. The crew had to be politically motivated so we could
have discussions after every few days of filming and taping, ana-
lyze what we were getting, and figure out where we were going
from there, Like what it meant to watch grown men crawling in
23 to 29 inches of space in the mines, or that if a man works 15
years in a mine you can presume he has black lung.

G : What kind of relationships did the film crew have with min-
ers, their families, the sheriff and company representatives?

B: Well, when we first arrived at Brookside it was about four
in the morning. It was foggy and misty. And there they were, State
troopers with clubs; women with sticks, We figured we couldn’t
just get out of the car and say “Hello, we're New York film makers
and here we are,” so we got an organizer we knew to introduce us
to the picketers, At first they didn’t trust us, they didn’t tell us
their real names. The women said they were Martha Washington,
Florence Nightingale, and Betsy Ross.

A week later we got in a very bad car accident, They have in-
credible mountains there with no lights and no guidelines, and we
were pushed off of Pine Mountain by some strike breakers, We
rolled right over the mountain. The car landed on the hood, so we
all crawled out of the windows, took our equipment, and walked all
battered and bruised to the picket line because we promised the
people that we would be there., After that they realized we really
cared about them, that we were dedicated. So we lived with the
miners in their homes for 13 months.

During the last couple of weeks of the strike they used to shoot
up the miners’ homes at night. We took mattresses to put them
around the small homes, and we’'d be sleeping on the floor with a
kid here and a dog there. The men had porch duty at night taking
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turns sitting with shotguns. There wasn’t any indoor plumbing,
so at night we had a buddy system. One night my friend and I were
going to the bathroom. He had an M-l and I had a ,357 Magnum.
We could hear the gunfire down below, And suddenly there was a
rustling in the bushes and we both pulled out our guns and a dog
ran out of the bushes., That was the kind of terror we were living
with, There was no one there to help us except the coal miners and
their families. We owe our lives to them; they protected us and
supported us,

I guess we kept down a lot of the violence by being on the picket
line. Even if we didn’t have any film we would go out there and
pretend to be filming. The gun thugs at that point really didn’t know
who we were or where we were from, We’d also stop the scab car-
avan every now and then and try to ask them questions. Anytime
Hart Perry, the cameraman, would ask a question, they would walk
away., Whenever I asked a question they would talk to me in a very
patronizing way. I didn’t mind; I was just glad that they were say-
ing something. They also told us that if they ever caught us alone
at night they would kill us. The state troopers would warn us con-
tinuously that we better get out because three years ago another
film crew was shot up down there, The cameraman was killed.
Nobody was prosecuted for it. One morning, about 4 or S am, the
gun thugs opened up on us with semi-automatic carbines, I was the
first beaten up, and then Hart Perry. All of us realized at that
time, even if we had been naive before, that we could be killed at
any moment,

G : How did you manage to get into jails and courthouses to film ?

B: When the miners and women were put into jail we just fol-
lowed them in, We stayed in there until we were kicked out,

In the courtroom scene we were really lucky. I used to use a
wireless mike, and whenever I thought I wasn’t going to be able to
film, I would mike somebody ahead of time who was going to par-
ticipate. In the courtroom scene a lot of miners and women were
confronting the judge — who was a coal operator — for putting them
in jail for being on the picket line, The woman I had put the wire-
less mike on happened to be the one to speak. She’s the one who
said “The laws aren’t made for working people.” For filming in
that situation, we opened the doors of the courtroom in the back,
“pushed” the film two f-stops, and shot.

G: In the film you follow the very important role that women
played during the strike, but you don’t really get a sense of their
lives, Can you explain that?

B: All their lives women had heard about unionism, From their
grandfathers, their fathers, their husbands, their sons., They
watched their men die of black lung or become maimed or killed
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in the coal mines. For the women in this film this was the first
time that they really came out and did anything in a mass, The
courts said that there could only be six miners on a picket line.
Once they came out there was no way to stop them. It was some-
thing deep down that they had been hearing about all their lives,

They also had their own club, called the Brookside Women's
Club. They did other things. For Thanksgiving they cooked turkeys
in a big hall where everybody had Thanksgiving dinner together.
Questions were raised, study groups were formed, we started a
newspaper, people learned how to use an AB Dick machine. Every-
body wrote and everybody was supposed to write, whether it was
about food stamps or day care or the school system or just every-
day kinds of oppression,

G: There seemed to be some tension in the film between men
and women, Was there more you chose not to show ?

B: I think that the conflict you're talking about was a result of
low morale. Attacks on the miners by the strike breakers were
stepped up. They were shooting into people’s homes. It was a long
time on the picket line, and they were getting very scared, So the
striking families started fighting among themselves.

As far as men endorsing the fact that women were going on the
picket line, there were problems in some of the homes, but the
women did it in a mass, The men knew of no other way that they
could win the strike if it wasn’t for the women. But when things
got really violent the men didn’t want the women there.

G: But then, at one of the meetings, Lois, who appears to be the
most militant person in the film, pulls a gun out of her dress,

B: And one of the men says “What’s taken you so long ? ” So you
start to see not only a change of tactics by the miners and the
women, but also a change in understanding. The miners need the
women out there,

G : Do you think the fact that your film crew and production crew
were largely women had any significance in the final product ?

B: As far as women working on the film, that wasn’t anything
intentional. It just so happened that the women who worked on the
film were people who were involved and committed to the subject,
There were a lot of men that were committed political people too,
and there wasn’t in my mind any distinction between men and
women, It was people who really cared and wanted to move things
forward on that level,

G: Mountain music, coal miner'’s music, permeates the film,
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Who wrote and performed the music ?

B: Well, at one of the rallies in the film you see Florence Reece,
who wrote “Which Side Are You On?” during the labor struggles
of the ’30s in Harlan, singing it again in the '70s. Then at a couple
of points in the film you see Nimrod Workman. He’d tell us old
stories about the things he went through in the '30s and ’40s, and
then he’d just burst into songs that he wrote himself, His daughter,
Phyllis Boyens, sings with him in one segment, Hazel Dickens is
really the main singer throughout the film, even though you don’t
see her, She’s a coal miner’s daughter, and she wrote songs like
“Mannington”, “Black Lung”, “Cold-Blooded Murder”, and the last
song of the film, “They’ll Never Keep Us Down”, She wrote the last
one especially for the film in a week. All the music in the film,
except Merle Travis's “Dark as a Dungeon”, was written by coal
miners, miners’ wives, and their daughters.

Confrontation between strike supporiers and Sheriff in Harlan County.

G: There are only a couple of moments in the film where we
see black miners, and one is a particularly racist incident with
the strike breakers, Are there many blacks living in Harlan County,
and is racism an issue ?

B: In Harlan County there’s a very small black population, There
is some racism, but there’s a united feeling among the progressive
miners. During the '30s the coal operators would go to the South
and bring trainloads of black miners to use as strike breakers,
When. the black miners found out what was happening, they became
the most militant on the picket lines, Recently racist issues have
been stepped up by Klan activities,
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G : What happened when you screened HARLAN CO, down there ?
What was people’s response to the film ? .

B: We were to screen HARLAN CO, at the multi-purpose center
where everything happened in Harlan — the meetings, the funeral of
Lawrence Jones, who was the miner killed during the strike, and
the contract signing took place there., A goat was hung by the cen-
ter, so armed miners stood at the door before the screenings,

For me it was the most important screening that I could have
ever witnessed. The people lived through the strike again, They
screamed at the strike breakers, they cried through the funeral of
Lawrence Jones. A man who was dying of black lung was wheeled
in on a big silver hospital bed. It was incredibly dramatic. | was
extremely nervous wondering what they would think about some of
the scenes. I sat in the back with my hands over my face, but they
really liked it. I left them a print, a projector, plus rewinds and
materials they would need to clean and repair the film. It’s being
shown all over the coal fields. Miners and their wives are going
around as speakers with the film, They’re using it for study groups
to raise consciousness — and funds. It’s bringing the people in the
coal fields closer together,

G : How was the film funded?

B: It was extremely difficult. We were given $9,000 to begin
working on something to show other potential donors. Money was
raised from foundations, church groups, individual donors, and
loans. I did massive amounts of proposal writing, sometimes ap-
plying to the same foundation three times. I wrote desperate let-
ters from the coal fields to wealthy liberal people...117 letters
with proposals, When they didn’t write back I did follow-up letters.
It’s a tremendous amount of work. Astonishingly enough, I got a
Master Charge card and for two straight months we lived on Mas-
ter Charge. We got film and everything that we needed. My bill is
astounding; I'm still paying it off.

I think one of the most important things in raising money is that
you have to meet the people who might fund you, and you have to be
able to show them past work so they sense you know what you're
doing. You have to learn how to write proposals and answer all the
different kinds of questions that foundations might ask you about
distribution or your production plan. You've got to really learn how
to do a budget and how to be able to put things together concretely
in terms that they understand. It’s a very hard and long process to
get funding, and it came in little tiny bits, I'd get anywhere from
$5 to $27,000 as grants. Some of this will be made easier, I hope,
by a new group in Cambridge, the Film Fund, a foundation for
social-change films.
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G: HARLAN CO, was the last film shown at the New York Film
Festival last year; and it got the first standing ovation of the fes-
tival, plus rave reviews, Did that surprise you?

B: Yes. We’'d been working very hard. Editing had taken nine
months, And trying to figure out how to structure it and get all the
things we wanted in it was very draining. Our morale was low, We
had a “rough cut”, but it wasn’t all fitting together; yet we decided
that we would show it in rough cut to the N, Y, Film Festival, and
thought maybe that would be the final impetus we needed to finish
after four years of working on it. When the selection committee
screened it, they loved it, The film was finished the day before the
festival, and we had a press screening that for us was the greatest
thing, The miners’ wives and some of the miners came up, and
Hazel Dickens, who wrote a lot of the music, came up with her
group and sang, Psychologically it was wonderful. It was a very
scary time for me, because it was something I’d hidden in the
closet for four years and had no idea what the reaction of other
people would be, Plus talking in front of a lot of people, being re-
sponsible for what we were doing in bringing the coal miners and
their wives there.I didn’t know how they would feel about it, I mean
they might have hated the film, right ? But it was a wonderful cou-
ple of days.

G : How is the film being distributed ?

B: The film was $60,000 in debt, and I had the choice of self-
distribution or going with a commercial distributor. Self-distribu-
tion would mean trying to borrow a tremendous amount of money,
and maybe at the end of a year being over $200,000 in debt. And
I guess I needed to let go a little bit and go onto something else,
so I chose a commercial distributor,

The film has been running for several weeks in New York, and
is scheduled to open in Washington, Lexington, Charleston, and
Cincinnati in the next month, And, of course, it is being screened
for rank-and-file groups and community groups wherever people
want it, That was one agreement I fought for with the distributor.

Time will tell, It needs a lot of grass~roots and community sup-
port and rank-and-file support if it’s going to do well, If it does
well it will say that people in this country want some kind of al-
ternative, that they want to see films that make them think and
feel something, It will bring people in this country a lot closer
together over issues and organizing,

There are a number of new films being distributed independently
right now: HOLLYWOOD ON TRIAL, about the McCarthy period;
UNION MAIDS,. about three working women in the '30s and how
they lived through those struggles; and ON THE LINE, about un-
employment and the march for jobs and the rent strike at Coop City
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in New York. They are more professionally produced, well thought
out, and not your usual kind of documentary where the camera is
shaky and the sound is bad. They’re produced by people who have
really paid their dues working in the film industry, learning their
craft so they can make the best kind of political films they can,

The films of the ’30s, like SCOTTSBOROUGH BOYS and the
LITTLE REPUBLIC STEEL STRIKE, were important to me. It was
during a very rough time in this country. People’s lives were on
the line — people like those who started the Film and_Photo League
in New York, or like Leo Hurwitz, who did CHINA STRIKES BACK
and NATIVE LAND, They were under gunfire and blacklisting, yet
they were filming something valuable to our history.

G: What are your future plans ?

B: I have two ideas, One is a film on a J, P, Stevens textile mill
in North Carolina, where people have been trying to join a union
for 13 years. J, P, Stevens owns 189 mills, and every time there’s
a disturbance at one of them they shut it down. That’s usually the
only industry in the area, so people are afraid to go on strike. The
second idea would be a dramatic re-enactment of the Triangle Fire,

G: Do you think you’ve been changed by the experience of mak-
ing the film on Harlan Co, ?

B: The main thing I learned is that if you stick together you can
win, The film would not have happened without a lot of committed
film makers and friends playing a lot of different roles. In Harlan
the strike wouldn’t have happened nor have been won, and probably
more people would have died, if there weren’t a lot of committed
people working together united with the same ideas, That’s really
important, particularly now in a country where people are some-
times afraid to change things. In Harlan, people who were totally
oppressed in every kind of way were courageous enough to take
their lives and their destinies in their own hands and fight to
change things.

- ®

Armed miners facing down Harlan County gun thugs.
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This wall mural was done by the children of a neighborhood association, under the direction of an artist who lives in
the neighborhood. They are usually in bright colors, and the themes grow out of neighborhood political struggles.
This one reads, “The people and only the people are the engine that moves history. NO! to the partial plan!"" The
“partial plan” is a redevelopment plan that would destory the neighborhood and erect a commercial high rise in its
place. This is the neighborhood of Palomeras, a working-class district on the edge of Madrid.



Return to Spain

Jose Delgado-Guitart

When I left Spain six years ago, Franco was alive, and repres-
sion against the Basque militants was reaching its peak. I exited
through the French border, through the Basque country, during the
state of siege. Secret police were everywhere, searching everyone,
While they searched, the Guardia Civil covered us with their sub-
machine guns., Though [ was leaving my home, I was not an exile
in the full sense of the word. But as I stepped into France, I felt
accumulated years of tension disappear.

Now, returning to Spain, I tried to remember my fear, and the
new-found feeling of freedom I had felt whenI crossed into France.
“Freedom tickles”, I had told a friend as I took the train for Paris.
Now, on the plane to Madrid, I think of the years in Spain, the re-
pression, fears and frustration. I wonder about my friends in Ma-
drid and how they feel now. I know there have been some changes
since Franco’s death, and there seems to be a tendency toward
democracy. But I am anxious to talk to people, to find out what they
expect in the future,

ARRIVAL
As I walk through customs, I am looking around for changes. So
far Spain looks the same, with the same noisy Spaniards. On the

way from the airport to Madrid, I have my first surprise. Slogans
and drawings on the walls are not covered up by the police, as they

All photos in this article by Jose Delgado-Guitart.



used to be, Graffiti of al] kinds and tendencies is everywhere, Much
of it is related to recent political events — the referendum, the
arrest of the leader of the Communist Party — and much of it is
just party logos or slogans. My friend who was driving said, “Ma-
drid is a mess, but wait to see what happens during the elections,”

THE STREETS

The first few days I wander around Madrid. There are more
people than ever in the stores and streets, The cafeterias, cafes
and bars are filled with smoke and political talk. The symbols of
the Franco years are in the process of being removed, The main
street in Madrid, for example, is La Gran Via, During the Franco
years, it was renamed Calle Jos€ Antonio, after the leader of the
Falange. Now it’s La Gran Via again, Or again, the falangist sym-
bol, the symbol of Spanish fascism, is being slowly removed from
the trade-union headquarters, the Sindical Building, It seems as if
people want to erase history quickly, that they have been living in
a bad dream that lasted forty years.,

The bookstores and newsstands have all kinds of political books,
from extreme left to extreme right. Books about the Spanish Civil
War, which could not have appeared two years ago, are best sell-
ers. Sex magazines are now everywhere, and nudity is not censored
in films anymore, In Madrid you can now go to a party meeting or
a strip-tease. Political concerts, banned before, are now sold out
in advance, A recording of the “Internationale” is about to be re-
leased; and Radio Nacional, the only radio network aliowed to carry
news, now includes stories about strikes and riots. There is a gen-
eral feeling of freedom, and Spaniards are beginning to enjoy
something they haven't known for years,

The slogan reads, “There is no liberation of women without revolution: and there is no revolution without the
liberation of women.”




CONVERSATIONS

1 talked to many people I used toknow. Some of them [ had known
in University, some I had grown up with, and some were comrades
from work, 1 was surprised by how open they were, how much they
wanted to talk about what was going on.

Ignacio is a printer, He is in his forties, When we worked to-
gether before, he just minded his own business, *I'm just trying to
make a living,” he said. Now he had opinions, “We don’t owe any-
thing to Franco,” he said. “It is true that the economic level of the
country is better, but this is not due to an economic miracle or
tourism, as we were told, but to the work of many people like me
that had two jobs in order to survive, All this extra work paid with
a2 minimum wage is what made Spain richer. Bur all this money
went into the hands of a few, We built the roads, the dams, the ho-
tels, waited on the tables.,,, We did it, and not the dictator. Now
we will continue to work and to fight for a better and more just
country,”

Manolo is a drogero. He started with a little store, selling
paints and brushes. He worked long hours, and expanded his busi-
ness, His store sells everything from soap to spray paint. I have
known him since 1 was a child, He was friendly, and we often talked
about art, But never about politics, Now he seems like an open
radio, and never stops talking about politics, “This country will go
socialist,” he said. “It is impossible to stop things, Even here, in
a middle-class neighborhood, people talk about it. It's necessary
to put a stop to all these crooks who make a lot of money out of the
workers, There must be a limit on how much one person can earn,
like in Cuba. But I don’t think that Spaniards would take a Stalinist
government, We had too many years of dictatorship, and now we
want freedom. That’s why I think that a democratic socialism will
be good and will come to Spain,”

He could tell the political temperature by what sold in his store,
“Lately I have sold a lot of spray paint,” he said. Santiago Carillo,
the Secretary of the Communist Party, had just been arrested, and
within a day all his spray paint was sold. “I have a friend who has
a droguero in a working-class neighborhood, and he has sold out
of spray paint too. It's for graffiti, political graffiti,”

Carlos was a militant in the communist Party, Six years ago he
was a worker in an electronics factory, a multi-national. I met him
while I was at the university, through a student-worker committee
that was related to one of the workers’ commissions, Now he and
some friends have organized a cooperative to print political post-
ers and distribute political records, Two or three of the workers
are anarchists, and one is in the socialist party, They argued about
politics in a friendly way, while Carlos said: “We must give credit
to Suarez (the president), After all, he let Carillo go free. We nev-
er expected this from him, but he is surprising everybody. We will
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continue to push for changes, but as long as the government shows
some cooperation with us, we will be cooperative with them. If not,
we will use force.”

Carillo has been accused of being responsible for some execu-
tions during the Civil War. There had been pressure on the C.P,
to oust him, and to select a leader without any connection to the
Civil War, “I know that everybody asks about that,” said Carlos,
“But we will not change our leadership under pressure from the
Right. If there are changes in the Party, it will be following the
normal procedures of the Party.”

Paco is a free-lance writer. He was from my neighborhood.
After a year at the University, he disappeared. Now he has become
an anarchist. He drives in a wild way as he takes me to see the
murals in the working~class neighborhoods. The murals are the
work of the neighborhood associations, which are very important
in Spain, They began as organizations of housewives, but now in-
volve whole families. Families are organized into street or build-
ing associations, and a federation of these form a neighborhood
a iation, The ves initiated their organizations around
market boycotts, because of high prices. Now they try to improve
roads, lighting, and other neighborhood problems, "We are for
autonomy and ‘autogestion’”, said Paco. “We don’t want somebody
to tell us what to do from the top, and there are many who think
ilke me. The CNT (the anarchist union) is growing, and the Com-
munists are losing power because they are beginning to negotiate
with the government and the King, who were imposed on us by
Franco, The economy is a disaster, and the Communists want to
work out a deal with the capitalists. The neighborhood associations
are infiltrated by the Communist Party, but now many are turning
anarchists because they are getting disillusioned with the Party,
Look { Many of the murals are made by anarchists,” he said, point-
ing to the Anarchist logo on many of the walls, “I am doing a lot of
research about political organizations in Spain,” he said, “There
are about 200 right now, If we don't collaborate we will get smashed
by the Right. So you'll see a lot of collaboration between anarchists,
communists and socialists,”

THE TRAGIC WEEK

The week before I left Madrid to return to Boston, one general
was kidnapped, and ten people died in violent political events.
Everything started In a demonstration for political amnesty,
Crowds In downtown Madrid were dispersed by the police, who
turned the demonstration into a riot. As the violence rose, T de-
cided to go home, 1 managed to catch a bus, which was like a public
forum the d ration

“This is nice. It's nice to see how people start screaming for
their rights, and look! The police! They are acting like sadists,”
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“In the Franco years this would never happen,” said a middle-
class woman. “Now you see trouble around every day.”

“C'mon, lady, cut it out,” someone said. “You never saw any
trouble because you live in a fancy neighborhood. But let me tell
you about my ‘barrio’....”

“Look ar that!” We passed a crowd of police who looked like
science-fiction soldiers, dressed in their tear-gas masks, In the
meantime the conversations went on, Finally we got out of the riot
area, passing a church where people were coming out of the Sun-
day mass.

“And why don't they beat up these people?”

“They are asking God for things, and not the government. That's
legal.”

“Of course, because you don’t really get anything from God,"

“You see, I never heard such things in the Franco years,” said
the middle-aged woman again, *I hope to go back to things like
they used 1o be.”

“What is going to happen is that you are going to lose your pants
running,” someone said, and everybody started laughing. I finally
8ot to my stop and got down after saying goodby to everyone.

As I watched the news on TV, T heard that one student had been
shot by a person shouting “Long Live Christ the King!”, and that
many people had been injured in the riot. The demonstrations went
on during Sunday afternoon, spreading to different settions of the
capital, The next day one woman died of Injuries, her skull frac-
tured by a tear-gas canister,

One old flamenco song goes, " We the gy psies are like birds. The civil guards and the Castillians don't alfow the
&ypstes o have their own shadow.” In this photo, the popular singer Enrique Morente is accompanied by Jose " The
Bean.” A current popular song goes, " Proud and open Andalusia, of clean clothers and white-washed walls, Bitter
land of olives, exposed to the sun and frost. Land of men who cry their lost hope Ground by the bosses’ mill
wheels, cruelly robbed of their peace and quiet. Bitter Andalusia. fand of men who cry their lost hope.”




That same day General Villaescusa was kidnapped by the ob-
scure group called GRAPO (Anti-Fascist Armed Groups of the
First of October). The next day, nine labor lawyers were shot by
a right-wing commando group in their offices, Five of them died,
The spiral of violence culminated with the killings of two police-
men and one civil guardsman by the GRAPO on Friday. Everyone
was thinking that the Calvo Sotelo shooting, which led to the events
of the Spanish Civil War, was nothing compared to what was hap-
pening now in Madrid, Everyone expected the worst; but in a sur-
prise move, and for the first time in forty years, the opposition
forces and the government released a joint communique condemn-
ing. the extremist violence, and stated that those who had incited
the acts were intent on stopping the progress toward democracy,
The military called for discipline and the subordination of the mil-
itary to the civilian government; and President Suarez said: “We
won't step back on our way to Democracy,”

All of these events support the theory, widespread in Madrid,
that there is a well-organized plan to make democracy impossible
in Southern Europe, and especially in Spain. The actions of ex-
tremist groups such as GRAPQO and the “Warriors of Christ the
King” are intended to prevent the creation of an elected govern-
ment. But who are behind all of these groups ? The rumors that
one hears everywhere blame the Fascist International {including
groups from Chile, Italy, Brazil and Argentina, as well as Spain),

Wall mural in Madrid working-class communit




After a meeting of the IF last QOctober in Rome, a few members
were seen in Spain, and many believe that they are involved in the
recent events., Many think that GRAPO is really a right-wing or-
ganization, created to confuse public opinion and create disorders
that will lead to a Chilean-style coup. Many others think that the
KGB is at work. It is in the interest of the Soviet Union, some say,
to keep Spain out of NATO and the Common Market, and the easiest
way to do this is to prevent a democratic government from devel-
oping. Many people even think that Algeria, a supporter of left
groups and a country with a strong interest in forming a third-
world Mediterranean bloc, is supporting some of the extremist
groups. Surprisingly, no one is blaming the CIA, believing that
while the muiti-national companies might benefit from cheap labor
under an authoritarian regime, the interests of American capital-
ism as a whole are to integrate Spain into a liberal-capitalist
Europe.

JOSE DELGADO-GUITART is a Spanish artist living in Boston. He is one
of the founders of ' Galaxy™, a cooperative multi-media center in Boston's
South End.

The University of Madrid is covered with murals. These are usually about national politics and. repression. The style
is usually more surrealist than realist, and they are done in vivid color.
"
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Turmoil in Spain:
The Communist Party
and the Mass Movement

Temma Kaplan

Spain once again dominates headlines, Scarcely a week goes by
without news of kidnappings, assassinations, and mass demonstra-
tions, But these events and the recent “liberalization,” including
legalization of certain political parties, often obscures the impor-
tance of the left-wing mass movement of workers, women, studenis,
and regional autonomists that has developed in thepast thirty years
in an authoritarian capitalist state with fascist police and labor
organization, The Spanish Communist Party (PCE), which has been
outlawed for nearly forty years, has continuously maintained an
underground structure in Spain., Militants from it have supported
autonomous struggles of the mass movement and have, in turn, re-
cruited such people into the underground party. The PCE has
changed several times in the past four decades, in part because of
the mass movement that has shaped it and seems to be moving it
again, this time in the direction of social and political reform, but
not communism.

The PCE is a Euro-communist party, a name applied to a vari-
ety of strategies for establishing democratic communism in ad-
vanced industrial countries such as Italy, France, and Spain. The
Communist Parties of these three countries have rejected Stalinist

As always, 1 am grateful to my comrade Jon Wiener for his help.
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centralized bureaucracies and vanguard militarized parties in fa-
vor of some internal democracy and mass, popular organizations,
They have all rejected the notion of the “dictatorship of the prole-
tariat,” and (some would say) the class struggle along with it. But
the similarity between the PCE and the other two ends here,
France and Italy defeated fascism; Spain still lives under it, The
French and Iralian Communists have functioned legally for more
than thirty years; the PCE is still illegal. The so-called popular
organizations of the French and Italian Parties are front organiza-
tions, created by and for the Party, These Parties have not been
willing or able to meet the needs of new constituencies such as
women demanding divorce and legalized abortions, The Spanish
mass organizations grew up , though Ci ists and
other leftists have worked in them, The PCE hasg adopted program-
matic suggestions from its constituents, for instance the goal of
abolishing laws such as the adultery law that discriminates against
womern and makes adultery a criminal offense,

Whatever the reasons for it, the proof that the PCE is doing
something right is that, though still illegal, its membership num-
bers approximately one million people, which will probably grow
by at least another half-million before the general elections in
June, The Maoists and Trotskyists combined have approximately
10,000 members. The question to ask is why so many Spanish
women, workers, tenants, and regionalists now feel compelled to
join the clandestine PCE rather than the more revolutionary par-
ties to its left, The answer may lie in the choice of constituency :
The Maoists and Trotskyists still focus on the industrial prole-
tariat narrowly defined, while the PCE takes the entire popular
movement as its potential base,

Class Struggle and Mass Organization

Profound transformations in the economy and class structure of
Spain have created new class struggles and new mass formations,
Under the dictatorship of Francisco Franco, the capitalist class
acting through the state carried out a “revolution from above” that
completed the transformation of agriculture begun in the nineteenth
century. (1) The government helped landowners consolidate their
already large landholdings, mechanize, introduce new crops such
as sugar beets, cotton, and corn, They drove small peasants and
rural proletarians into the factories, Through the fascist trade un-~
ions, which set wages, they “organized” labor, militarized the
workforce, and court-martialed strikers. This superexploitation
of labor permitted the capital accumulation that underwrote the
first stage of the much-heralded Spanish “economic miracle” of
the past thirty years,

The World Bank and the International Monetary Fund helped ini-
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tiate the second stage that by 1975 had transformed Spain into the
tenth major industrial power in the world and integrated it into the
monopoly-capitalist network dominated by United States imperi-
alism. The 1953 Defense Pact with the United States had given
bases in the western Mediterranean in exchange for American in-
vestments, The World Bank and the International Monetary Fund
after 1962 began investing heavily in Spain to take advantage of its
cheap and supposedly docile labor supply. Their development plans,
organized through Spain’s National Industrial Institute, called for
construction of new centers of electronic, chemical, and metallur-
gical industries, away from the traditional areas of labor militance
in Catalonia and the Basque Country, They built new plants close
to large supplies of cheap labor in Galicia, Navarre, and Old Cas-
tile. British Leyland and Fiat, for example, constructed their auto
plants in Pamplona and Avila; Madrid became a center of metal-
lurgical industries.

Between 1939 and 1965 the Spanish industrial proletariat doubled,
increasing by two million new workers, especially in Barcelona,
Madrid, and Bilbao, The number of women in the industrial work
force increased from 12 per cent in 1930 to 19 per cent in 1970,
largely in textiles and electronics. By 1975, scarcely 25 per cent
of the population was engaged in agriculture, mostly as hands for
agribusiness, In 1964 alone, a quarter of a million people left the
countryside. This new proletariat came from among the small
peasants of Castile, formerly the backbone of the Falange, Part of
the economic miracle was achieved by exporting Spanish workers
to northern European industry, hungry for cheap labor. In 1964,
from the cities and rural areas of Andalusia, Extremadura, and
Galicia in particular, 293,000 Spanish men and women migrated to
Germany, Switzerland, and Sweden In search of work, Their wages
sent back to families in Spain accounted for a large part of Spain’s
foreign exchange. (2)

Franco harnessed Spain's leading natural resource, the sun, as
another source of foreign capital. The government promoted the
tourism that transformed the fishing villages north of Barcelona,
off the Alicante Coast, and near Malaga into the tawdry tourist
horrors of the Costa Brava, Benidorm, and the Costa del Sol, The
peasants around these centers became construction workers, wait-
ers, and maids, serving the tourists whose spending accounted for
one-third of the Gross National Product by 1970. (3)

The Working Class

Despite Franco’s fascist organization of labor through direct
force, an independent labor movement began to revive in the late
forties. At that time, the slow rebirth of Spanish industry triggered
inflation, which in turn promoted strikes. In 1949, female textile
workers organized an industry-wide strike, the first since Fran-
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co’s victory in 1939, (Then as now, about two-thirds of all textile
workers are women,) That same year, a general strike in Biscay
was soundly defeated, In 1951, students in Barcelona organized a
bus boycott to protest against municipal fare increases, Thousands
followed their lead, and the boycott led to the first post-war gen-
eral strike in Barcelona, The fascist labor syndicate CNS (National
Syndical Confederation) kept wages as low as possible, so low that
in 1954 the buying power of the average Spanish wWorker was half
what it had been in 1936, Further wage squeezes in 1956 led to
strikes in Basque Country and Catalonia, Simultaneously, univer-
sity students struggled against their forced membership inthe fas-
cist student organization. (4) Male and female working-class agi-
tation around wages finally forced the government to grant a col-
lective-bargaining act in 1958, but this merely compelled the CNS
to negotiate wage agreements with industry rather than unilaterally
set wages. (5) Those employed by the post office, railroads, tele~
phone company, hospitals, and other public works were prohibited
from organizing in any way, The state rather than the CNS directly
set their wages.

Militants organized secret workers’ commissions, or indepen~
dent shop unions around the coal mines and iron foundries of As-~
turias beginning in 1962, but these were ephemeral, In 1964, metal
workers in Madrid formed relatively stable factory committees to
improve shop conditions., They also spread the word to other re-
gions and consolidated the committees into district and provincial
commissions that nevertheless retained autonomy, Their leaders
were old militants of every political persuasion, some of them, like
Marcelino Camacho, members of the underground PCE. As a young
man, Camacho, the son of a trade-union leader, had been sentenced
to six years in prison at the end of the Civil War, He spent one
year in jail and five at hard labor in Spain and Spanish Morocco,
From Morocco he escaped to Algeria, where he remained from
1943 to 1957, when a partial amnesty freed him to return to Ma-
drid. He began to work as an engineering aid at Perkins Motor
Iberica, a Canadian-owned company. He gained national prominence
in June 1966, when he led a group of workers to the Labor Minis-
try, They demanded wage hikes to $3.50 (250 pesetas) for an 18-
hour day, They also demanded the right to strike, Camacho was
imprisoned then and repeatedly between 1967 and 1972, In that
year, the government tried to crack down on the Workers’ Com-
missions and charged ten workers, Camacho among them, with
leading the illegal trade unions of Spain, They were given long
sentences, but were freed by the partial amnesty decreed by King
Juan Carlos I foltowing Franco’s death in November 1975,

Today, the Workers’ Commissions, supposedly dominated by the
PCE, have hundreds of thousands of members, The exact number
is secret, since the commissions and the PCE are both illegal, The
social-democratic Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party (PSOE) also
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has 2 union, the UGT (General Workers' Union), ‘Some groups to
the left of the PCE claim that the steady growth of the UGT in the
past few years is due to PCE militants who have worked in the
UGT of their opponents in order to build up a more moderate al-
ternative to the Workers' Commissions,.which they view as too
independent, Others to the left say that the PCE want to appear
weaker than they are, and thus want Spanish and foreign liberals
to think that the PSOE and its UGT are viable alternatives to the
PCE and the Workers’ Commissions. The Christian Democrats al~
so have an independent union, Recently, the old anarcho-syndical-
ist CNT (National Labor Confederation) has been revived with the
support of very young workers and students in Madrid, More and
more in the past year, the clandestine upions have called joint
strikes and have coordinated demonstrations.

Neighborhoods

The working class and the petty bourgeoisie of the new indus-
trial suburbs have been mobilizing themselves into neighborhood
associations since the early seventies, New working-class neigh-
borhoods have grown up around the new factories, generally on the
outskirts of the cities. These new suburbs were built as slums by
Franco and his closest friends and ministers, who made their per-
sonal fortunes largely through real-estate speculation, Housing for
the new working class was gerry-built, along unpaved roads. Sew~
age runs into ditches where children play. Water supply and elec-
tricity are irregular, Garbage is collected infrequently. Bus ser-
vice is bad, People wait months, even years for phones, if they can
afford them, Medical facilities are far away,

Residents, mostly housewives, began in the seventies toorganize
associations of neighbors to protest against their living conditions
and bad health care, For instance, in 1971 in Santa Coloma de Gra-
manet in Catalonia, the women of the neighborhood association
demonstrated for schools, clinics, and drainage of the swamp upon
which they lived, Many of the associations have struggled for
child-care centers and for price controls on the always-increasing
price of bread, Militants from all the clandestine unions live in
these neighborhoods and attempt to recruit out of them, Everyone
in Spain agrees that the PCE has been the most successful, alleg-
edly with almost half a million housewife members who draw in
further recruits from the neighborhood.

Women
Like other fascist and proto-fascist states, the Franco regime

attempted to absorb the family into the state by controlling women,
Divorce was abolished, Birth control and abortions were declared
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illegal. Unmarried women between the ages of 16 and 34 were
forced to participate for six months in the fascist female section
unless they were nuns, Without proof that they had performed this
soclal service, they could not get passports, driver’s licenses,
clerical jobs, or places as students in the university. Inadvertently,
through the women’s section, the Franco regime mobilized large
numbers of women out of the family and into politics, Luck, oppor-
tunism, or insight (probably a combination of them) has persuaded
the PCE that they must win these women to the left in order to ov-
ercome fascism in Spain, PCE female militants make a special
effort to bring these women into the neighborhcod associations,
ostensibly to win necessary social services.

The most important women’s organization in Spain today is the
Communist Party’s Democratic Movement of Women (MDM),
Founded in Madrid in 1966 by female Communists at the university
to carry on support work for political prisoners, in its present
incarnation the MDM works in the association of neighbors, (6) In
the late fall of 1976, the women’s caucus of the PSOE, the Social-
ist Workers Party, apparently submitted a position paper criti-
cizing their party's treatment of women and proposing a new stra-
tegy, especially in relation to the MDM. The report was suppressed
by the party, but many in the MDM claim that it signals rejection
of women’s importance to political struggle by all but the PCE, One
woman from a Madrid neighborhood association told me that she
joined the PCE precisely because of its special support of women.

Along with the demand for amnesty for all political prisoners
and exiles, the demand for the abolition of the adultery law has be-
come the focus of popular agitation, Although there is no civil di-
vorce in Spain, there are many legal separations, Children gener-
ally go with their mothers, but If the father or his family want the
child, they go to court where they attempt to discredit the mother’s
morality, Rather than risk this public shame, most women have
given up their children without struggle. The common practice if
the woman chooses to fight the husband is for him to accuse her of
adultery. Adultery, however, is a criminal offense fn Spain, pun-
ishable by up to six years in jail and fines exceeding a thousand
dollars, A man can be an adulterer only if he tries to bring his
mistress into the conjugal home, A woman can be convicted of
adultery if she is found lying fully clothed next to a male to whom
she is not married or if she is traveling with a2 man other than her
legal husband.

There have been organized protests around 18 different adultery
cases in Spain in the past year, The PCE by no means organized
these demonstrations, but they support them: and the MDM and the
PCE have gained recruits because of the visibility of their female
militants as spokeswomen for these cases, For instance, there
were mass demonstrations of 5,000 people in Barcelona in Novem-
ber 1976 protesting against the trial of Mar{a Angela Mufioz, a 28-

58



year-old cleaning woman charged by her husband with adultery.
The women of the neighborhood associations in Madrid, Valencia,
and Barcelona joined in protest, chanting “Down with discrimina-
tory la:vs. Amnesty for all political prisoners, Amnesty for all
woren,

Regional Nationalism

Throughout Spain, but particularly in the Basque Country and
Catalonia, regional assemblies of workers, women, and bourgeois
have organized themselves to fight for political self-determination
in a federalist, democratic Spain, The Basque and Catalan ques-
tions are no mere atavisms. More than half the wealth of Spain is
produced in these two regions. Their citizens own almost all the
national banks, Seven million people, or one-fifth the entire popu-
lation of Spain, live in Catalonia. It produced one-third of the GNP
last year, yet only one-thirtieth was reinvested in its hospitals,
roads, or schools, This is a grievance that unites the regional
bourgeoisie with the working class,

One need search no further back than the Second Republic of
1931 to 1939 and the Franco Regime that followed for the origins
of contemporary grievances, Under the pre-Franco Republic, the
Statutes of Autonomy gave Basques and Catalans self-government
through provincial bodies, They were permitted to employ their
own languages in their public institutions, control their own police,
and ad i their own revenues, When Franco triumphed, he
destroyed all regional independence, After the war, he treated
Catalonia and the Basque Country as occupied areas, with standing
armies to keep order, It was illegal to speak either Basque or
Catalan, to dance the traditional dances, to sing the regional folk
songs,

The regional bli iate the of poly
capitalism with Franco’s centralist tendencies that have bled the
richer regions to accumulate capital to invest in multi-national
corporations elsewhere in Spain, Profits from these enterprises
have contributed to a capital outflow of almost 25 per cent of ail
circulating capital in Spain this year, (7) The regionalists would
like to see these corporations taxed to provide money to invest in
the rest of Spain and to stop the flow of resources from Catalonia
and the Basque Country to the other regions. The working class
and the bourgeoisie of the Basque Country and Catalonia consider
themselves victims of neo-imperialism, and view the struggle for
self-determination as a fight for democratic control of resources
by the regional assemblies, The regional autonomist movement
clearly rests upon an unstable class alliance, but one that has sup-
ported the first stages of national liberation elsewhere, Even out-
side Catalonia and the Basque Country, in regions where there has
traditionally been no drive toward decentralization, in Segovia and
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Andalusia for le, regional ist s have re-
cently become powerful. (8) It is widely held that local control of
factories, neighborhoods, police, and courts can be won if power is
lodged in regional governments, which are believed to be more
amenable to the pressures of direct action,

In Catalonia, the united movement for self-government finds ex-
pression in the Provincial National Assembly of Catalonia, made
up of centrists on the right, to the Spanish Labor Party (PTE), a
Maoist group on the left, Catalonia has its own Communist Party,
the PSUC (United Socialist Parties of Catalonia), The PSUC has
members who sit on the executive board of the PCE, but the PCE
itself is not represented in the PSUC. The PCE has always been
uneasy about this arrangement, but even the Third International,
whose tendency was always to subsume national (or reglonal) ques-
tions to class, recognized two Communist Parties in Spain, Mem-
bers of the PSUC distrust the PCE over the question of self-deter-
mination, since the PCE has always been reticent to support a fed-
eralist solution to Spain’s political problems. PSUC members view
themselves as Catalan rather than Spanish communists; they stress
the need for self-determination over all other political demands,
while the PCE makes more vague proposals about democracy in
general. For instance, the PCE and its leader Santiago Carrillo
have generally supported the government of President Adoifo Su-
drez in its recent efforts to achieve moderate political reform,
Thelr strategy is to give critical support and push for further con-
cessions. Within the Provincial National Assembly of Catalonia,
the PSUC and the Maoist PTE oppose the slow reformism of the
national government and argue in favor of winning a socialist gov-
ernment complete with regional self-determination as a prerequi-
site to real democratic reform in Spain,

The alliances in the Basque Country are different from those in
Catalonia, The fight against Franco in the late sixties was led by
ETA (Basque Homeland and Freedom), a loose coalition of con-
servative Catholic separatists who merely wanted avtonomy for
the Basque Country in a Spanish federation, and a socialist wing
out of which grew a terrorist group that has become synonymous
with ETA itself, Irfluenced by the Tupamaro and other urban-
guerrilla movements, ETA since the early seventies has carried
out daring attacks on foreign businessmen kidnapped for ransom,
and on police, particularly the hated Civil Guard, A long tradition
of relatively conservative support for autonomy, combined with the
financial power of the national bourgeoisie of Basque businessmen,
made it doubly important for Franco to quash any insurgency in
the Basque Country, He unleashed the full force of the police and
the army to make an example of the Basques, In the process he
won for ETA the kind of support from the middle classes that as a
terrorist group it could never have won for itself,

ETA’s most daring exploit was “Operation Ogre,” the assassina-
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tion of Premiere Luis Carrero Blanco, Franco’s closest political
confidant and his ed political in D ber 1973,
They set charges under the Madrid street where Carrero attended
mass every morning, When he entered his car, they blew him two
stories high, The assassination brought down the wrath of the gov-
ernment; throughout Spain, leftists were arrested and tortured.
Many, including Eva Forest, remain in jail today, (9)

Since the assassination of Carrero Blanco, there has been vir-
tual civil war between the government and the Basques, Police
roundups and attacks on those who protect ETA led to the walkout
of 200,000 workers in December 1974, The police continued their
attacks, In April 1975, the government declared martial law, The
army imposed curfews, searched houses and cars without war-
rants, and arrested hundreds of alleged ETA supporters, By May
1975 thousands, including priests and nuns, were in jail, Demon~
strations and ETA attacks continued, In August 1975 the govern-
ment passed an anti-terrorist law aimed at “those communists,
anarchists, separatists, and other organizations that promote or
use violence as instruments of political action.,.and those who in
any manner aid such groups and organizations,” The law permits
police to enter any house and to hold prisoners up to 10 days be-
fore booking them, leaving time for extensive torture, Using this
law, the government executed three young Basques and two alleged
Maoist terrorists in October 1975 despite world-wide demonstra-
tions, Continued warfare has led to general strikes throughout the
Basque Country, particularly in Vitoria, San Sebastian, and Bilbao,
but the repression continues, Half of the 200 permanent political
prisoners in Spain today are Basques.

Communist Strategy and the Mass Movement

Leftists since Rosa Luxemburg have tried to explain the connec~
tion between massive eruptions of popular activity and the com-
munist party, The PCE claims to draw its views from Antonio
Gramsci and Palmiro Togliatti, but it in fact owes a great deal to
the anarcho-syndicalist strategy that developed in Spain. The pop-
ular anarcho-syndicalist movement, which flourished from the late
nineteenth century umtil Franco’s victory in 1939, succeeded in
wedding workers with the larger community, made up of the unem-
ployed, housewives, and many members of the petty bourgeoisie,
This kind of populist alliance is always unstable, since it attempts
to mask class cooflict between the working class and the petty
bourgeoisie, (10) But organizations such as these, which blur class
lines and unite people around what is perceived as common op-
pression, have tremendous powers of mobilization,

The chief weapon of the mass party is the general strike, Where
workers lack the right to strike (as they do in Spain), the general
strike is the only means by which labor can put pressure upon em-
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ployers or upon the state, It is the universally accepted tactic of
direct action, In theory, the general strike demonstrates that those
who work create society’s wealth, But it is never that simple, since
people work at different things. In most societies, a relatively
small proportion of people are actually industrial proletarians, and
as the productive forces improve, the number of proletarians tends
to decline, Housewives, children, the aged, the self-employed, and
the unemployed often share political and economic problems with
industrial workers and are frequently more numerous, The general
strike as developed by the anarcho-syndicalists moved struggie out
of the factories and into the streets, and pitted the numbers of the
entire community of the oppressed against the might of the state.
Between 1868 and 1977, there have been only about forty years
when Spanish workers have had the right to organize legally; thus
the general strike, rather than the trade union, has become the
traditional class institution for the working-class community, The
general strike has never been the preferred tactic of communists;
but without the right to organize legally and to build other institu-
tions, the PCE has been forced to support general strikes as they
emerge and to adopt this tactic as its own,

The general strike as it has developed in Spain in the last hun-
dred years has been a defensive rather than an offensive tactic,
It is used to defend rights that are threatened or to protest against
the withdrawal of de-facto rights, When the Basque community, the
auto workers of Pamplona, or the school teachers of Madrid walk
off the job, they hope to put political pressure on the state rather
than overthrow it. They and the rest of the liberal community have
used the tactic of the general strike to protest against right-wing
violence and police repression, For instance, in late January 1977,
following right-wing attacks on leftists that left two people dead,
65,000 auto workers in Madrid and Barcelona simply walked off
the job. The following day, the PCE organized what was called a
peaceful general strike — actually a peace march — throughout
Spain, (11}

The PCE has changed since 1970 largely in response to the mass
movement, Until 1968, the PCE was fiercely loyal to Moscow. In
1965 Santiago Carrillo, head of the PCE exiled in France, expelled
Fernando Claudfn and George Semprun, subsequently the screen-
writer of LA GUERRE EST FINIE, Z, and STATE OF SIEGE, Clau-
dfn and Semprin argued against Moscow’s line that Spain was a
feudal country in need of a bourgeois revolution, The two, who had
spent over a decade in the PCE underground, argued that Spain had
become an advanced industrial country and that the government
would be forced to grant certain reforms if only to reduce censor~
ship and to curtail open police brutality that offended the tourists.
They suggested diluting the revolutionary line in favor of a re-
formist struggle for democracy. (12) Between 1965 and 1968,
Franco did relax press censorship somewhat. Inflation also led to
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a series of general strikes in 1967 and 1968, These, rather than
a change of heart, forced Carrillo's hand, When the Soviet Union
invaded Czechoslovakia in August 1968, Santiage Carrillo took a
calculated political chance and denounced the invasion, The Russians
in turn tried to pry control of the PCE from him, but by 1970 he
had broken with Moscow without splitting the Party, By that time
he had adopted the Claudx’n-Semprﬁn program, a strategy that fa-
vored alliance with the progressive bourgeoisie to create a demo-
cratic Spain without political rupture,

The PCE is probably the most pragmatic Communist Party in
Europe, Carrillo may not be another Lenin, but he is an extremely
astute politician who is able to assess the way the wind blows. But
these qualities would not suffice if the underground were not in-
extricably linked with the forty-year-long struggle against Franco.
It is nearly impossible to separate the PCE’s program from the
demands of the mass movement: amnesty for political prisoners
and the return of political exiles: legalization of independent trade
unions; reform of discriminatory legislation (especially the adul~
tery law); and the creation of better social services for the work-
ing-class neighborhoods, All anti-fascists want abolition of the
CNS. The amnesty issue has been the PCE’s constant demand since
the fifties., The other two issues are dear o the mass movement,
and hence havebeen adopted by the PCE, The PCE’s best and worst
qualities lie with the popular masses in Spain. If it is not more
revolutionary, that is largely because, correctly or not, it does not
think the mood of the Spanish populace is at the moment revolu~
tionary,

The Left

The groups to the left of the PCE are divided into about 6,000
Maoists and 4,000 Trotskyists. The Maoists have a bewildering
assortment of organizations of which the largest are the Marxist-
Leninist Communist Party of Spain (PCE-M-L), the Spanish Labor
Party (PTE), the Revolutionary Workers Organization (ORT), and
the Anti-Fascist and Patriotic Revolutionary Front (FRAP), There
are at least five other splinters, most of which have “communist”
in their titles. The main Trotskyist organization is the Revolution-
ary Communist League (LCR), whose largest branch is in Vitoria
and is known as LCR-ETA-VI from its alliance with a working-
class wing of ETA, (13)

As relatively small groups compared to the approximately one
million in the PCE and PSUC, the Maoists and Trotskyists are
forced to focus their activities in particular cities and industries.
All left groups work in Madrid’s factories. The building trades,
metallurgy and auto are heavily organized by the PCE and by the
groups to the left, The¢ Trotskyists are particularly strong in Vi-
toria and Pamplona, centers of extremely militant strike waves in
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the Basque Country. Their ties through LCR-ETA-VI have led
them to support the movement for self-determination in the Basque
region and to argue for “the sovereign right of the trade-union or-
ganizations of each oppressed nationality to define their own status
and action programs for their own area of activity, as well as their
right to adopt the organizational forms best suited to their own
needs,” (14) Ironically, the Trotskyist demands on behalf of the
Basque workers are nearly identical to those of the PSUC, the
Catalan Communist Party’s demands on behalf of the entire pop-
ular community. Despite orthodox positions on other questions, all
of the Marxist parties in Spain support regional autonomist move-
ments,

Some left groups favor terrorism over mass organizing as a
tactic, On October 1, 1975, in retaliation for the execution of the
leftists of FRAP and ETA, GRAPO (the October First Anti-Fascist
Resistance Group) began its public life by killing four armed police
‘in Madrid, On December 11, 1976, they moved again, This time
they kidnapped Antonic Marfa de Oriol y Urquijo, President of
Spain’s Council of the Realm. Refusing money ransom, they de-
manded total amnesty for all political prisoners and exiles, When
right-wingers killed leftist demonstrators on January 25 and 26,
1977, GRAPO stepped up its activities by kidnapping Spain’s high-
est-ranking military judge, Lieut. Emilio Villaescusa, and killing
three more policemen. On February 106, a newly-formed anti-
terrorist police force, led by the commander of the allegedly-
dissolved political police, released the hostages and arrested
GRAPO. The government claims that it is the terrorist wing of
the Reconstituted Spanish Communist Party, another splinter from
the PCE, (15) The word from Spain, always filled with rumors of
political conspiracy, is that GRAPO is an agent of the Algerians,
the KGB, or the Spanish police, There i8 no question that the police
took their time finding GRAPO, It is also true that GRAPO’s activ-
ities might have contributed to an army coup the last week of Jan~
uary, Objectively, GRAPO served the right; but subjectively, they
probably considered themselves leftists.

The terrorism and the splinters to the left are evidence of the
difficulty of organizing in what is still a police state, But they also
demonstrate the frustrations that revolutionaries have in dealing
with a mass movement that does not seem disposed to follow them
to the barricades. The left blames the PCE and its reformism for
the defensive posture of the Spanish working class, but there is a
lot of evidence to indicate that the story is somewhat more com-
plicated, if equally unpleasant.

Between 1968 and 1976, the PCE tried to build a political alliance
of progressive bourgeois, Christian Democrats, socialists, and the
PCE. From small groups, they welded together the Democratic
Coordination (known as “the Opposition”) on March 29, 1976, The
police responded by arresting the leaders that same day. (16) They

64



called for a peaceful mass picnic in the Casa del Campo Park in
Madrid to celebrate May Day. The picnic was supported by the
independent trade unions. After a peaceful day, marred only by
occasjonal right-wing heckling, the thousands of celebrators left
the park. As they filed out of the exits, the police attacked, ar-
rested 150 immediately, and arrested another thousand in the
aftermath, (17) Many of those arrested belonged to the Maoist ORT,
which had called for militant street demonstrations, but were
largely ignored by the working-class picnickers.

Last spring’s events outline the reformist strategy of the PCE
and the reason some of its militants withdraw to join leftist sects.
Maolsts and Trotskyists criticize the PCE for concentrating on
political reform rather then on working-class struggle, They argue
that the party is using “the Opposition” to pursue a social-demo-
cratic road to power, The groups to the left of the PCE claim that
the only way to defeat Francoism is to carry out political general
strikes leading to the overthrow of the state and the establishment
of working-class power. They charge the Communists with damp-
ening working-class fervor by taking workers on picnics rather
than leading them in militant struggle,

The extreme left blames the Communists for the failure of the
November 12, 1976 general strike, called by all the clandestine
trade unions, to protest against growing inflation, wage freezes,
unemployment, and continued repression of union militants. They
planned the strike to coincide with debates in the Cortes (Parlia-
ment) about reform, particularly with the discussions of legalizing
trade unions, By the standards of most countries, it was a success,
More than two milllon men and women went out. But the Spanish
left considered it a failure, since only half the predicted number
of Basque and Catalan workers participated, The Trotskyists ac-
cused the Communists of misleadership, claiming that the Party
attempted to stress economic rather than revolutionary demands
by the workers. They further charged that the Party discouraged
workers from joining the strike at all, (18) One is left with the
image of the working class chafing at the bit to carry out armed
struggle while the PCE holds it in check.

In fact, the working class of Catalonia itself refused to support
the general strike despite agitation by the PSUC, The key to Span-
ish general strikes is always the municipal transport workers, If
people cannot get to work, strikes become generalized. The PSUC
engaged in round - the - clock negotiations with public - transport
workers in Barcelona on November 10 and 11, but to no avail, The

1 workers on the evening before the general
strike that they would not suppert it, (19) Gerona, Barcelona, and
the industrial suburbs of Sabadel, Tarrassa, and Llobregat were
plastered for weeks with posters calling on the entire population
to strike. The Democratic Movement of Women called meetings
to plan neighborhood-association participation in the demonstra-
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tions, But when the day came, only two groups in Catalonia solidly
supported the strike. They were the building-trades workers and
the school teachers, the foundation of PSUC strength, Iri Valencia,
Madrid, and Seville, Communist school teachers also went on
strike. This is some indication that the PCE and PSUC can only
follow, not lead, the mass movement.

The Right

The mass movement supported by the PCE is concerned more
with the threat from the right than with the criticism from the left,
Working from extreme right to center on the current political
spectrum, one finds the New Force, the traditional Falange and
Francoists, the Popular Alliance, the Popular Democratic Party,
and a wide variety of ChristianDemocratic groups, The New Force,
a revived and activist fascist party, is led by a respected leader
of the Cortes, His party consists largely of young thugs who van-
dalize left bookstores, attack leftist demonstrators, and terrorize
cafe leftists, beating them and forcing them to give the fascist
salute and to sing the old fascist anthem *Face to the Sun.” They
have gone so far as to attack worker priests and nuns, The “Guer-
rillas of Christ the King,” Spain’s most prominent right-wing ter-
rorist organization, which claimed responsibility for killing dem-
onstrators at the end of January 1977, may well be an arm of the
New Force, It seems likely that the New Force has considerable
support within the national police force.

The Falange and the Francoists, officially united in the “Nationa}l
Movement,” have become increasingly antagonistic since the death
of the Caudillo (Leader), The Falange, the official fascist party of
Spain, was supported by Hitler and Mussolini, It has stayed loyal
to its founding principles, while the Francoists’ loyalty has been
primarily to the person of Franco, whose bureaucracy they staffed.
The two groups remained distinct, and mutual hostility always
lurked beneath the facade of official unity, The Falange has always
been militantly anti-clerical, while the Francoists have been re-
ligious and even fanatical Catholics, As the Church in Spain has
moved away from right-wing politics and toward the Christian
Democrats, the Francoists have lost a bastion of support. Small
Francoist bands now regularly harass the Bishop of Madrid, a
leading moderate figure, chanting “Franco, Franco” at him in the
streets, But with Franco's death, the Francoists have lost their
organizing principle. They constitute the great mass base of bour-
geois and petty-bourgeois supporters for which the new center
parties are vying.

One right party that hopes to organize the Francoist supporters
is the Popular Alliance, whose leaders are associated with the lay
Catholic organization OPUS DEI, widely viewed as the central or-
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ganization of international finance capital in Spain, OPUS DEI,
called “God’s Octopus” by the left, has a “technocratic” politics;
its members view themselves as planners putting forth apolitical
technical solutions to social ard economic problems, But thelr
claim to be apolitical masks a profound conservatism, especiaily
about labor’s participation in politics, Since the mid-sixties, OPUS
has favored moderate programs of liberalization, designed to but-
tress Spain’s image in Western Europe in order to qualify as full
members of the Common Market and NATO, For the moment, the
Popular Alliance wears a democratic mask, But during the inter-
regnum between Franco’s death in November 1975 and the appoint-
ment of Adolfo Suarez as President in July 1976, when many mem-
bers of the present Alliance were in the cabinet, the government
viciously repressed Basque workers. Recently the Alliance has
been engaging in scare tactics behind the slogan “Us or Chaos,”

Another party of the right that wishes to appear otherwise is the
Popular Democratic Party, approved under a new law of political
association in February 1977, It represents more traditionally
conservative and less technocratic tendencies. The party claims
to be “an interclass, democratic party, born t& provide society
with institutions that will permit all Spaniards to be free men in a
society with justice and solidarity.” (20) This group wishes to
enter an electoral coalition with Christian Democrats,

The leading Christian Democratic group, EDCEE, is slightly to
the left of the Popular Democratic Party, even though its leader-
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ship has sterling right-wing credentials. Joaqufn Rufz-Jiménez,
the leader of the party, was Minister of Education.in the early fif-
ties, when he was responsible for the fascist organization of stu-
dents. He resigned in the wake of student rebellion, bloody repres-
sion,” and a religious conversion (even Spaniards can be born
again), Personal commitment to the goals of liberalized Catholi-
cism have led him to Christian Democratic politics. The Christian
Democrats hold title to the new and old petty bourgeoisie that sup-
ported Franco. Because the right believes this, and because the
EDCEE is supported by its European counterparts, particularly
the Germans, ail the center-right factions hope to ally with it in
the coming elections in June 1977. The often-reliable liberal news
weekly CAMBIO 16 predicts, however, that the Christian Demo-
crats will make their alliance with the social democrats of the
PSOE, which was legalized in February 1977.

The only recent test of the political strength of the true right —
the New Force, the Falange, and the Francoists— came in the
national referendum of December 15, 1976, The electorate consid-
ered by a “yes” or “no” vote whether it wanted the government to
proceed with electoral reforms. Franco’s Organic Law of 1966 es~
tablished the procedures that dictated the discussions in the Coun-
cil of the Realm and the Cortes and even the referendum itself.
President Suarez and King Juan Carlos I achieved 2 minor miracle
by guiding it through the first two bodies, whose members had been
appointed by Franco. An overwhelming 94 per cent of the electorate
supported the government in the referendum. That support ex-
presses vague approval for liberalizarion, but little else, Franco
himself had held national referendums in 1947 and 1966, in which
he was supported by even wider margins,

The referendum proved the electoral weakness of the far right.
The New Force, the Falange, and the diehard Francoists, including
his still-powerful family, ail urged a “no” vote, with the slogan
“Franco would have voted ‘no’.” The government conceded in ad-
vance that about 10 per cent of the voters would oppose the re-
forms. On election day, however, fewer than three per cent voted
“no.” Incidentally, the referendum also indicated that whatever we
may think about electoral politics, most people in Spain want to
voteé and are afraid to disobey government orders, The left from
the Maoists and Trotskyists to the PCE and the PSOE carried on
a half-hearted campaign urging people to abstain, While about 20
per cent of the eligible electorate did not vote at all, only about
three per cent actually abstained,

The organized right wing, though numerically small, is strate-
gically situated within the national police force (as it is in Argen-
tina). The Armed Police are an urban riot force, known as the
gristapo because of their gray uniforms and their Nazi ways. The
paramilitary Civil Guard has jurisdiction over rural areas and
remote suburbs, Theoretically, under the command of the Minister



of the Interior, both police forces are really domestic armies.
They are widely believed to support, and when off-duty to staff,
the “Guerrilias of Christ the King,” ,

The reform-minded government of Suarez and Juan Carlos I is
acutely aware of the right-wing views of the police, and has moved
to weaken their capacity for independent political action, On De-
cember 17, 1976 nearly 200 policemen demonstrated for higher
wages and better pensions, 280 were arrested and sentenced to two
months in jail, Those without tenure were discharged. In a clean
sweep just before Christmas 1976, the government replaced the
chiefs of the major forces and fired the Director General of Se-
curity, the civilian director responsible to the Minister of Interior,
The new director of the Civil Guard plans to reorganize the para-
military force, but no one is optimistic about success. (21) The
December ouster clearly represents an attempt by Suarez’s gov-
ernment to take political control of the police. It is, however, un~
likely that they can reform a corps so loyal to the ideas of Spanish
fascism,

The Spanish right may also draw upon the “Fascist internation-
al.” The last week in January 1977 left seven leftists and three
cops dead in Madrid. In early February 1977, the police arrested
several thousand leftists and eieven right-wingers. Of these, nine
were foreigners, including anti-Castro Cubans, members of the
Triple A (the Anti-Communist Apostolic Alliance) death squad
from Argentina, and fascists from Colombia and Lebanon. At least
since 1959, Spain has been a haven for foreign fascists, organized
around the rich gusano community in Madrid. Peron and his sup-
porters mixed freely with this group. When he left, many Argen-
tines who had come with him to Spain remained behind, but they
maintained their ties to Argentine rightists,

After a particularly audacious and brutal attack on a Madrid
labor office in late January 1977 that left five dead, rumor con-~
nected the action with Italian fascists who have used Madrid as a
base. They are believed to be the same men who killed a leftist
lawyer in Florence in July 1976. The Italian prosecutor apparently
supports this view, and has sent copies of his investigation to the
Spanish police. {22) All right-wingers will lose their haven if Spain
moves to the left. The chances that the police as constituted will
clean out the fascists are non-existent, If the right is to be de-
feated, it will require the threat of a mobilized mass movement,
organized into armed militias. Although no one in Spain is talking
openly about this eventuality, it is widely believed that in fact many
of the Workers’ C H and the iations of neighbors
have been gathering arms and have been trained to use them.

The Near Future

In February 1977, the government decreed a new law of political
parties. Within ten days of submitting their statutes, the parties
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either receive approval from the Minister of the Interior or their
case is gent to the supreme court to determine whether it is a
“totalitarian party directed by foreign agents,” On February 18,
1977 the government legalized the PSOE, the EDCEE, the Popular
Democratic Party, and four smaller socialist and liberal parties,
{23) Tronically, the only party that mentioned class struggle in
their statutes were the Falangists. The PCE and PTE applied, but
their applications were sent to the supreme court, in the unlikely
event that the PCE is legalized before the June elections, they will
probably run Nicolas Sartorius and Marcelino Camacho of the

Workers' C 1 Ramon T the charismatic playboy
businessman economist who is a member of the PCE executive
ee; and i some bers of the Democratic Move-

ment of women and the neighborhood associations, They may pre-
sent joint slates with the PSOE and even with the Christian Demo-
crats, If the party were legal, it is estimated that it would get
more than 25 per cent in Catalonia, but only 10 to 15 per cent in
the rest of Spain. This would not be enough to give it a place in the
government,

A freely-elected government would probably be centrist, It is
not at all clear that the PCE wants to risk elections at the national
level, though it certainly wants to run in local elections when they
are held, In national elections, even card-carrying Communist
workers (many of whom still consider themselves “anarchists at
heart”) will probably vote for the PSOE — but they will certainly
vote. It may well be that the Party will get its strongest support
from the women of the neighborhood associations and the Demo-
cratic Movement of Women, who have been given political identity
by the PCE and are very loyal,

Since the Communists are strong in Catalonia, they are likely
to have secure positions in the regional assembly or Generalitat,
which many expect to win within two years. With autonomy, the
Generalitat will control the police, schools, health, welfare, social
security, road building, sewer construction, garbage collection,
and public transporiation, not only in Barcelona but in all the cities
of Catalonia, Since the region produces one-third of the entire
GNP, it could raise money for these ventures by reducing the rev-
enues it pays to Madrid, a necessary requirement for the federal-
ist solution to Spain's structural political problems. The commu-
nists of the PSUC would thus have the opportunity to perform des-
perately-needed public services and, in the process, build even
further support in the Workers’ Commissions, the neighborhood
assoclations, and the Democratic Movement of Women. “Commun-
ity control” may ultimately be the only way to divide and conquer
the police, the only way to destroy them short of armed struggle,

The description here is not necessarily an endorsement of the
PCE, but is an attempt to explain the relationship between the
Party and the mass movement, Given the extent of political activity
in Spain these days, it is hard to remember that it is still a fascist
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country. The Spanish left remembers this almost every day. The
older militants have spent half their lives in jail or exile, The
younger militants of all political persuasions have been beaten up
countless times, From a distance, the American left is haunted by
political ghosts, particularly Chile; but the Spanish left is more
concerned with Argentina, Spanish leftists regularly learn from
leftist Argentine exiles about the fascist death squads that murder
working-class militants, including those who have fled from Chile
and Uruguay, The Spanish working class have watched as the heroic
Argentine *factory guerrilla” movements led by Trotskyists, Mao-
ists, and independent Communists have been definitively crushed
in the past few months, Trotskyists and Maoists continue to be
very brave about what they know will befall them if they promote
armed struggle and lose.

The impression I get from spending several months in Spain re~
cently is that the mass movement aided by the PCE is prepared to
fight if there is an army coup, but is wary of provoking the army
or police if it can avoid armed confrontation. The women of the
neighborhood associations, who face the police over the adultery
cases and demands for social services, are {rightened by the
groups to the left of the PCE and eager for what we consider bour-
geois civil rights and social services. Lenin said that without com-
munist leadership, workers on their own only develop trade-union
consciousness —a statement that seems to be borne out in Spain
if we acknowledge that the PCE is not a Leninist communist party,
But what about a mass movement and a party at least some of
whose members are striving to serve the mass movement ? If the
PCE is really responsible to the masses of workers, housewives,
tenants, students, and regional autonomists, and if it is really dem-
ocratic (which remains to be seen), what are its obligations to that
population? Maoists and Trotskylsts in Spain tend to draw only
upon young industrial proletarians, many of whom are quite revo-
lutionary. But they do not work in the mass organizations, do not
support the women’s movement except rarely as individuals, and
speak only of factory democracy. They have no analysis of where
women and housewives who are not factory workers fit into the
revolution and communism. If the PCE is the first communist
party to attempt to come to terms with feminist issues as part of
its formulation of social policy, it is a historical accident. But
accident or not, how the PCE resolves its relationship with the
popular forces in Spain may well set the tone for more democratic
mass politics in other advanced industrial countries,
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Report on Proposition 14:
Farmworkers vs Big Growers,
Big Money and Big Lies

Jorge Corralejo

Last November Californians voted on Proposition 14, the collec-
tive-bargaining referendum for the state’s farmworkers sponsored
by the United Farmworkers of America (UFWA), The election was
more controversial than the Presidential campaigns and generated
conflict over the power of the agricultural industry in California,
The defeat of Proposition 14, by a 3-to-2 margin, raises important
questions about the meaning of the campaign for the future of
farm-labor organizing in California and elsewhere.

Proposition 14 arose out of difficulties with the California Agri-
culture Labor Relations Act passed in June 1975, which created a
five-member Agriculture Labor Relations Board and a General
Counsel, The Board was charged with implementation of the act;
with setting up regulations and carrying them out by holding elec-
tions; with settling disputes; with offering solutions to problems
and compensation to violated parties, The general counsel was
authorized to take legal action against those guilty of unfair labor
practices, The law was pushed by then-new Governor Jerry Brown,
and represented an uneasy compromise between the UFWA and
growers,

For years, grower propaganda had claimed that farmworkers
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were content and wanted no union, More recently, the Teamsters
had claimed that as a “real union” they could best represent farm-
workers, But, when given the opportunity, farmworkers voted over-
whelmingly for the UFWA and Cesar Chavez (68.5% of the vote in
the final nine months went for the union), The growers responded
with a policy of disrupting and discrediting the ALRB in order to
halt the victories of the campesinos, and the Teamsters began to
hesitate about participating in so many losing elections, It became
apparent that, as long as the Board was allowed to function, farm-
workers were going to vote for the UFWA, not for the grower-
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approved Teamsters or for no union, The growers then called upon
their allies in the state legislature to block additional funding until
there were changes in the law and replacements on the Board,

Thus, by February of 1976, Republicans and rural democrats
successfully stopped funding which allowed for more elections,
more hearings and more grievances, In short, farmworkers once
again had neither representational rights nor protection from em-
ployer reprisals.

The Union retaliated by mobilizing its large boycott staff and its
long-standing coalition of liberal-left-church and labor support.
In six weeks more than 700,000 signatures were collected in Cal-
ifornia cities and towns in support of the initiative to put Proposi-
tion 14 on the November ballot, The Proposition was devised by
the union as a method of incorporating into the California consti-
tution the rights temporarily gained by the 1975 law, It was not
fundamentally different from the earlier legislation, It called for
a similarly constructed but new board, It required growers to pro-
vide employee lists for the organizing unions in an effort to pre-
vent growers from substituting “ringer” crews at election time,
Most importantly, it required that the legislature adequately fund
the ALRB. The funding would be constitutionally guaranteed so that
grower pressure could never again so easily direct the legislature
to cut off or seriously reduce funding.

In an effort to head off the referendum, the Legislature voted in
July to reinstate funding for the ALRB, Despite subsequent pres-
sure to drop the issue, the UFWA decided to “take the issue to the
people” in a show of strength as well as an effort to institutionalize
the ALRB, The campaign began in late August, with the union pour-
ing all of its not-inconsiderable staff and volunteer support into
the electoral campaign to register potential voters and to convince
the people of the need for passage, The rest of the union was re-
duced to minimal functioning.

But the growers also mobilized, spending almost one and a half
million dollars on media charges that the proposition would pro-
vide “blank-check funding” of the ALRB, with the implication that
voting rights for farmworkers would drain the state treasury, The
UFWA argued that the provision was only to insure that farmwork-
er rights would not be suspended because of an inevitably exces-
sive work-load for the board. The Proposition only served to in-
sure continual operation of the board and to head off attempts by
the growers or Teamsters to bankrupt the board by filing numer-
ous complaints and requesting unneeded hearings.

By far the most volatile issue of the campaign was the “access”
provision, which was retained from the original law, The access
rule allowed for union organizers to enter grower property to in-
form workers of their rights and of the particulars of voting for
the union, Access is an especially important element in farmwork-
er organizing because so many farmworkers live in camps, or even
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less suitable housing, on company property. “Access” is neces-
sary to allow workers on the inside an opportunity to hear the
union side.

The original ALRB had instituted the access rule in order to
correct these imbalances, Access was sharply limited, however,
to one organizer per fifteen workers, permitted with the knowledge
of the growers and the ALRB. Organizers were allowed to visit
interested workers for one hour before production begins, one hour
at lunch, and one hour at the end of the workday, Of course this
actually amounted to an even shorter time per day, since farm-
workers, like workers everywhere, do not arrive until just before
the beginning of the workday, nor do they stay around long after a
hard day.

But such limitations were not enough for the growers, They still
had countered that access was trespass and a constitutional viola-
tion of private property rights, The California Supreme Court had
overturned a Fresno court’s ruling and upheld the access rule in
1975, Despite the ruling, shotgun-wielding vigilantes and sympa-
thetic police continued their attacks and arrests of union organi-
zers,

Proposition 14 allowed the growers a chance to take their “de-
fense of private property” to the voters. Although not a real issue
(the access provision had been upheld by the U,S, Supreme Court
weeks before the election), the growers’ propaganda continued to
focus on the need to protect property rights, They insinuated, in
an appeal also imbued with racist overtones, that passage of Prop-
osition 14 would mean an invasion of farmworkers into California
living rooms, Ads were run which featured small farmers appeal-
ing to the people for help in preserving them and their families’
way of life,

Once again the ten-billion-dollar agribusiness industry hid be-
hind the myth of the yeoman farmer. A better indication of who
would profit from the defeat of Proposition 14 would come from
the rolls of the contributors to the “no on 14” campaign, which
included, in addition to the growers themselves : Southern Pacific
Railroad and Supreme Oil Company (both of which own large agri-
cultural holdings in the California Central Valley); the California
Chamber of Commerce; J. G. Boswell, the world’s largest cotton
grower; Newhall Land Company; and Weyerhauser Paper Company.

While the defeat was clear, its meaning was not. A number of
factors make the jubilation of the growers a bit premature, al-
though the UFWA had undeniably suffered a setback,

Substantively, Proposition 14 was a “no win” situation for the
growers, The new collective-bargaining law would have been
stronger than its predecessor, but the campaign itself may have
actually served to strengthen the existing law, The passage of the
referendum petition itself had already released the needed funding.
In fact, many “moderates” had not argued against the principle of
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Proposition 14, but had said that it was unnecessary because the
ALRB was again operable, This apparently made sense to many
voters who would otherwise have been sympathetic to the cause of
the campesinos. And in the short run, the election and hearing
process were on-going.

The campaign also brought much-needed attention to the Agri-
culture Labor Relations Act, Many Californians are now as never
before aware of the provisions of the lawand have a “wait and see”
attitude concerning changes in the law, This has undermined the
efforts of the growers who had previously tried to obtain the
changes they wanted through blackmail by withholding funding.
There now seems to be an atmosphere of greater public scrutiny
of the law, It would be a dangerous political move now for the
growers to attempt to sabotage the existing law, Doing so would
only provide farmworkers with the basis for building a case for a
similar referendum in 1978 with greater public support. Up to now
access has been retained by the existing ALRB, and there have
been no reports of farmworkers squatting in anyone’s living room.

But these are the victories needed for the functioning of a suc-
cessful trade union, The broader support on which the UFWA has
drawn over the years has been tried and found ultimately wanting.
Recent staff shifts within the union would seem to indicate that
there is tension between those who want to continue the more far-
reaching course which has always been a part of Chavez’s strategy
and those who want to attend to the business of building a union,
The election may have helped to speed up the already on-going
process through which the UFWA and Cesar Chavez are pushed in-
to more and more conventional trade-union behavior, No other
American union would have even tried, in 1976, to get a “vote of
support” from the majority of voters, The UFWA did, and lost.
While the full effects of the defeat on the union’s direction are still
unclear, it may well mark the end of the UFWA’s attempt to pre-
sent itself as “more than a union, as a movement”,

But the union itself does not see it this way, Its view is that the
initiative consolidated many statewide support committees and
tapped new resources with liberal clergy and labor groups, It ar-
gues that the organization has thereby been strengthened for the
boycott campaigns which will be necessary to bring the growers to
terms.

The union and its supporters look to the changes in the political
condition of farmworkers during the last fifteen years and see the
support of 2,849,197 voters as a remarkable feat. In the face of the
unending series of blows by growers, Teamsters, police and poli-
ticians, the UFW feels that it has demonstrated once again that it
is willing to stand up to the growers and fight for the rights of
farmworkers, What remains to be seen is whether it will continue
to do so within the context of a broad-based movement or in the
more traditional manner of a progressive trade union,
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