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“I want to know 

what freedom

 is about.”

The Innocence 
Project 
2014 Annual 
Report
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, 
Yeshiva University
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The Innocence Project was 
founded in 1992 by Barry C. 
Scheck and Peter J. Neufeld 
at the Benjamin N. Cardozo 
School of Law at Yeshiva 
University to assist prisoners 
who could be proven innocent 

through DNA testing. To date, 
more than 300 people in the 
United States have been 
exonerated by DNA testing, 
including 20 who served time 
on death row. These people 
served an average of 14 years 

in prison before exoneration 
and release. The Innocence 
Project’s full-time staff 
attorneys and Cardozo clinic 
students provided direct 
representation or critical 
assistance in most of 

“�I remember my first day coming home from 

prison. I sat up and watched the sun come up 

that morning. . . . To actually feel it as a free man 

outside of the fences, it was a totally different 

experience. The whole time. . . I [was] saying,  

‘I’m free. I’m truly free.’ ” 
 
Marvin Anderson, exoneree and Innocence Project board member, reflects upon his first day of freedom
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these cases. The Innocence 
Project’s groundbreaking 
use of DNA technology to 
free innocent people has 
provided irrefutable proof 
that wrongful convictions 
are not isolated or rare 

events but instead arise 
from systemic defects. Now 
an independent nonprofit 
organization closely affiliated 
with Cardozo School of Law 
at Yeshiva University, the 
Innocence Project’s mission 

is nothing less than to free 
the staggering number of 
innocent people who remain 
incarcerated and to bring 
substantive reform to the 
system responsible for their 
unjust imprisonment.

“I was locked up when I was 23 and I wasn’t released 

until I was 40. Sixteen years, 2 months, 8 days,  

to be exact. . . . The people at the Innocence 

Project, they committed themselves to helping me. 

I couldn’t want anything more than the Innocence 

Project to continue its work.” 
 
Nathan Brown, Innocence Project client and 2014 exoneree
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At the Innocence Project, protecting and restoring freedom for the innocent is the centerpiece 
of our mission. To achieve that goal, we use a two-pronged approach: leveraging the fact-finding 
science of DNA evidence to exonerate the scores of people who are in prison or on death row for 
crimes they didn’t commit; and building better laws and instilling practices that will remake the 
criminal justice system into one that prevents wrongful convictions in the first place. 

In 2014, the Innocence Project achieved significant victories that will advance our overall pursuit 
of freedom for innocent people and redefine our criminal justice system. 

First, the Innocence Project helped to exonerate five individuals—Randy Mills, Nathan Brown, 
Michelle Murphy, Ricky Nelson and Rickey Dale Wyatt. Through the relentless efforts of our legal 
team as well as our exceptional partners from across the country, these exonerees joined the ever 
widening circle of exonerated men and women who are courageously restoring their lives and 
reclaiming their innocence. 

On the policy front, we successfully cultivated powerful allies in law enforcement and lobbied 
lawmakers and other constituents on both sides of the aisle. As a result, Illinois, Vermont and 
Maryland passed laws that will mandate their police departments to enact scientifically reliable 
eyewitness identification procedures. New Jersey passed a law to improve its compensation for 
each year someone was wrongfully incarcerated, which we hope will prevent exonerated people 
from living impoverished lives upon release from prison.

In our efforts to strategically reform courtroom practices, we engaged courts around the treatment 
and admissibility of forensic and identification evidence. Our efforts received a tremendous 
boost when the National Academy of Sciences released a groundbreaking report that discussed 
what three decades of robust scientific research tell us about eyewitness misidentification—the 
leading cause of wrongful convictions overturned by DNA evidence in the United States. The 
report confirmed many of the Innocence Project’s recommendations for improving identification 
collection procedures.
 
Collectively, these laws and best practices are reshaping our legal system. In turn, we are seeing 
that justice is served. The 2014 exonerations alone are a testament to that. Indeed, steadily, our 
country is moving in the right direction, thanks in great part to our generous supporters who are 
helping us pave the way for a more just and fair criminal justice system. 

Barry C. Scheck, Co-Director	 Peter J. Neufeld, Co-Director
Maddy deLone, Executive Director	 Senator Rodney Ellis, Board Chair

Making Strides Toward Justice
Letter from the Co-Directors, Board Chair and Executive Director
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In 2002, Nathan Brown wrote a half-page letter to the Innocence 
Project from a Louisiana state penitentiary. A judge had 
sentenced him to 25 years for attempted rape—a crime he did 
not commit. No physical evidence linked him to the attack, but 
he’d been misidentified as the perpetrator and convicted, mainly 
because he was black. 

Nathan said he prayed that the Innocence Project would help 
him. But, it wasn’t immediately clear whether that would be 
possible. Nathan’s case, while improperly handled by the police 
as well as his own attorney, did not appear to contain DNA 
evidence. 

“A lot went wrong in this case.  
A crime happened and there was  
a rush to judgment. No one stopped 
and scrutinized on any side. People 
just didn’t hear his screams that  
he was innocent.”  
–Vanessa Potkin, Innocence Project 
senior attorney speaking to the 
Times-Picayune regarding Nathan 
Brown’s wrongful conviction on the 
day of his release and exoneration 

 “My hope lied in the  

Innocence Project.”

Nathan Brown



hope Page 7

But in 2010, everything changed. Edwin Grimsley—the 
Innocence Project analyst assigned to evaluate the case— 
saw something that altered the trajectory of Nathan’s life.

Edwin was reading Nathan’s trial transcript when he was struck 
by something in the victim’s testimony. During the attack, she 
said, she’d been bitten on her neck by the perpetrator.

In all of the case details that Edwin had gathered over the 
years, nowhere—not during the investigation, not in the police 
report—had the victim ever said that she’d been bitten. Even  
at the trial, her mention of the physical encounter was brief; 
neither the defense nor the prosecutor paid it any mind. 

What would appear as a mere tidbit of information to others 
translated into new evidence to Edwin—evidence that just 
might save Nathan’s life. Edwin knew that if the attacker had bit 
the victim, it was possible he’d left saliva on the victim’s dress, 
potentially providing a DNA profile that would prove Nathan 
was not the attacker. 

Ultimately, Edwin’s theory was correct. The DNA left on the 
dress was Nathan’s saving grace—the very thing that led to the 
Innocence Project proving Nathan’s innocence, and identifying 
the actual man who committed the crime. 

Nathan’s story is extraordinary; his freedom hinged upon a 
single piece of evidence, and it was discovered not by luck, 
but through a rigorous, step-by-step analysis of his case. Every 
scrap of paper in Nathan’s file—page by page, line by line—was 
scrutinized just like every case before it and every case that has 
come since, leading Nathan to finding hope in a place where it 
seemed there was none.

Nathan Brown, reunited with his 
daughter, who was only three when he 
went to prison. He was rocking her to 
sleep at the time of the attack for which 
he would later be wrongly convicted. 
PHOTO: AP Photo/Gerald Herbert

people write to the  
Innocence Project  
annually asking  

for our help; that’s  
nearly 232 people  

every month. 

applications  
evaluated in 2014

applications have 
been submitted 

over the past five 
years, equaling 

about 38 people per 
day asking for help

2,776

9,000

13,850

On average,

2014
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For more than half of her life, Michelle Murphy was branded 
as being perhaps the worst kind of criminal: a mother who 
murdered her own baby. In 1995, a jury found Michelle guilty  
of stabbing to death her three-month-old son and sentenced 
her to life in prison without the possibility of parole. But on 
September 12, 2014, Michelle was exonerated. A judge declared 
that evidence proved that Michelle was innocent; the criminal 
justice system had failed her. 

Exactly 20 years prior to being exonerated—in the early morning 
of September 12, 1994—Michelle awoke to find her infant  
son, Travis, dead on her kitchen floor. Oklahoma City police, 
eager to identify the culprit, aggressively interrogated Michelle—
only 17 at the time—for seven and a half hours without a parent 
or guardian present. Hysterical with grief, Michelle gave a 
statement implicating herself of the crime. A detective had told 
her that she could see her eldest child—then two years old— 
if she admitted that she was guilty. 

Michelle Murphy’s case 
was one of the 230 cases 
the Innocence Project 
worked on in 2014. 

MICHELLE MURPHY LEGAL

 “I want to know what 

freedom is about.”

Michelle Murphy

Michelle Murphy votes for the  
first time ever, one day after her 
38th birthday and just months 
following her exoneration and 
release from prison.  
PHOTO: Tulsa World/John Clanton
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freedom
Despite the investigators and the prosecutor knowing that 
Michelle’s statement didn’t add up, and later finding evidence 
that pointed to another individual, Michelle was charged with 
murder and her confession was used against her in court. 

Strong evidence suggested that the only supposed witness to 
the crime—a teenage boy who had long threatened to hurt 
Michelle—had, in fact, entered Michelle’s apartment and killed 
the child during the night. Forensic testing showed that there 
was blood from someone other than the victim at the scene. The 
then-district attorney had evidence that the foreign blood at the 
scene was inconsistent with Michelle’s blood type, but neglected 
to turn over that evidence to the court and instead led the jury 
to believe that the blood came from Michelle. Michelle would be 
convicted based largely on her own false statement. 

Two decades later, Michelle was incarcerated at Mabel Bassett 
Correctional Center in Oklahoma City. In conjunction with 
Tulsa-based attorneys from O’Carroll & O’Carroll, the Innocence 
Project persuaded the trial court to grant new DNA testing of 
evidence found at the 1994 crime scene. Results proved that 
blood stains in the apartment belonged to a male, not Michelle. 

Twenty years to the day that Travis was killed, Michelle walked 
into a courtroom, again looking for redemption. This time, 
Michelle was told the words she’d deserved to hear all along: 
“You’re innocent.”

MICHELLE MURPHY LEGAL

Making Strides toward Freedom: ANTHONY WRIGHT

For more than 23 years, Anthony has been awaiting his day 

of justice. In 1991, he was convicted of the rape and murder 

of an elderly Philadelphia woman. Finally last September 

a Philadelphia judge reversed the conviction based on new 

DNA testing that implicates another man. The Innocence 

Project continues to work on Anthony’s case while the district 

attorney’s office conducts further investigation and decides 

whether it intends to retry him for the crime. 

Anthony Wright, 
center, with his 
son and nephew

1991

Anthony Wright, 
right, with 
his now-adult 
son and baby 
GRANDDAUGHTER

2014
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The numbers are striking: of the 329 people 
exonerated by DNA testing in the United States, 
236 were wrongfully convicted—at least in part—
because of eyewitness misidentification; that’s 
72% of all DNA exoneration cases in the United 
States. Faulty forensics contributed to nearly  
50% of the total cases. 

The Innocence Project’s Strategic Litigation unit is a unique  
legal team—the only one like it in the country—comprised of 
experts who, through litigation, get the courts to better protect 
against wrongful convictions. The unit’s attorneys urge courts  
to develop better evidentiary rules that reflect the latest scientific 
research on the fallibility of memory and identification, and to  
set stricter boundaries on the use of forensic practices, like 
bite mark and microscopic hair analysis, that have not been 
scientifically validated. 

In 2014, the National Academy of Sciences released a report on 
the collection and use of eyewitness evidence in court in light 
of 30 years of robust research on the science of memory and 
identification. Many of the report’s recommendations—which 
will help shape how law enforcement conducts line ups, inform 
policy at all levels, and determine the admissibility of eyewitness 
testimony in criminal trials—have long been used by the 
Innocence Project’s Strategic Litigation attorneys. 

Last year, the Strategic Litigation unit trained thousands of 
defense attorneys, prosecutors and judges on how to better 
litigate scientific evidence. The unit also consulted and advised on 
criminal cases in jurisdictions all across the country, urging courts 
to vacate convictions that were based entirely on flawed evidence. 
Their efforts were fruitful. Courts in several states are now 
advising jurors to consider what science teaches us about vision 
and memory as they examine eyewitness testimony. 

Kennedy Brewer
PHOTO: Innocence Project

Exonerees Kennedy Brewer,  
Steven Barnes and Dennis Fritz 
were wrongfully convicted based  
on unreliable forensic practices. 

Steven Barnes
PHOTO: Gary Walts

Dennis Fritz
PHOTO: Innocence Project

The Strategic Litigation unit urges courts to be more   critical and fair when witnesses testify 
regarding identifications and forensic practices that  are not based on science.
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States that are getting it right

New Jersey: In 2011, New Jersey became the first jurisdiction 

nationally to reject the scientifically flawed test for evaluating 

eyewitness identification evidence that had been used in every part 

of the country since 1977. A year later, the state’s supreme court 

issued jury instructions for cases involving eyewitness identification 

evidence. An unprecedented move, the instructions usher science 

into the courtroom and educate jurors about factors that affect the 

reliability of eyewitness identifications. 

Oregon: In 2012, the Oregon Supreme Court issued a landmark 

decision requiring major changes in the way courts are required to 

evaluate identification evidence. The changes, designed to reduce 

the likelihood of wrongful convictions by taking into account more 

than 30 years of scientific research on eyewitness identification 

and memory, shifted the burden to the state to establish that the 

evidence is admissible. The decision now requires Oregon courts to 

consider the factors that may affect an identification’s reliability and 

instructs courts, where appropriate, to employ remedies, such as 

limiting the witness’ testimony and permitting expert testimony to 

explain the scientific research on memory and identification. 

Massachusetts: The Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court 

created a study group on eyewitness identification evidence to 

review research on eyewitness memory. The group released an 

excellent report in which it made five recommendations critical 

to ensuring improvement in the reliability of eyewitness evidence 

in court. The Innocence Project issued comments on the report 

and urged the state’s supreme court to adopt all five of the issued 

recommendations. 

results
lawyers, judges 

and forensic 
practitioners 

through trainings 
and workshops.

In 2014,  
the Strategic 
Litigation unit 

reached a total of 

2,380

The Strategic Litigation unit urges courts to be more   critical and fair when witnesses testify 
regarding identifications and forensic practices that  are not based on science.

Making strides toward freedom: EDDIE LEE HOWARD

With the Mississippi Innocence Project, the Strategic Litigation team 

urged the court to vacate Eddie Lee Howard’s conviction, which rests 

nearly entirely on invalid bite mark evidence. Howard has served 

more than 20 years on death row for the murder of an elderly woman 

although post-conviction DNA testing in his case has excluded him 

as the source of DNA identified on the murder weapon. Strategic 

Litigation is waiting for the court’s decision on whether Howard’s 

conviction will be overturned. 
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While in prison, exonerees have a laser focus on proving their 
innocence and securing their freedom. In the cases of exonerees 
like Randy Mills and Ricky Lee Nelson, however, life plans can 
fall short after being released. 

For Randy and Ricky—both from Tennessee—their freedom was 
fraught with unfair challenges after the state refused to recognize 
their actual innocence. Both men were released from prison, 
their convictions overturned. But Randy was forced to live as 
a registered sex offender for more than two years, until he was 
exonerated in 2014. And Ricky, though declared not guilty last 
year—still carries a criminal record.

Both Randy and Ricky struggled to find permanent work, 
their records and reputations tarnished in the eyes of potential 
employers. For Ricky, the situation was even worse; he lacked  
a stable network of family and friends to whom he could turn  
for support. 

social work

I had thought that 

once I proved my 

innocence, somebody 

would want to give 

me a break. But, if it 

wasn’t for you all... 

I’d be living in my car.”
–Randy Mills, reflecting  
upon the challenges  
associated with being a  
person exonerated of a crime

“�When I first got out,  

I was relieved,  

I was thankful....
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The Innocence Project Social Work Department stepped in. 
They helped Ricky and Randy and other clients like them who 
needed a hand paying rent or stocking the pantry. They served 
as the safety net to those exonerees who had none. In 2014, the 
Innocence Project provided financial and practical assistance  
to each of our clients who we helped to exonerate that year.  
We purchased computers so that they could search for work. 
We paid utility bills when they didn’t have money to keep on the 
heat. We covered medical care for exonerees who didn’t have 
insurance. We bought cars so that those newly released could  
get to work and reconnect with family. 

By late last year, things had started to turn around for Randy.  
He was married and found work. Today he’s happy to have time 
to spend time with his grandkids.

Ricky is still trying to find his footing, looking for an apartment 
and relearning his way around his town. But he has a car 
and is looking for a job and he’s working at re-establishing a 
relationship with one of his brothers. 

As both men boldly navigate the early phases of their new lives, 
the Innocence Project will be there to offer them support—
because freedom should be shaped by new opportunities, not 
ongoing struggles.

social work

housing 

transportation 

medical needs 

Exonerees Randy Mills, left, and 
Ricky Lee Nelson, right, in Tennessee, 
celebrating Ricky’s overturned 
conviction and release from prison. 
PHOTO: Karen Wolff

In Fiscal Year 2014,  
through its Exoneree 
Fund, the Innocence 

Project provided 
valuable financial 

assistance to 
exonerees, covering the 

following expenses:



Page 14

Year in Review 2014 

January–The Michael Morton Act goes 
into effect in Texas. The law aims to 

standardize discovery procedures across the state 
by requiring prosecutors to give defense lawyers 
access to evidence in the state’s file without 
regard to the information’s potential impact on  
the verdict. The law also extends the period of time 
in which complaints of prosecutorial misconduct 
can be filed. 

February–The Innocence Project files new 
documents with the Texas Board of Pardons 

and Paroles in its posthumous pardon petition for 
Cameron Todd Willingham, 
pointing to new evidence that 
strongly suggests that a jail 
house informant involved in the 
case received a deal from the 
then-Navarro County District 
Attorney John Jackson in 
exchange for his testimony.

March–A North Carolina district court 
reverses the double murder conviction 

of Darryl Howard based on new DNA evidence 
and prosecutorial misconduct. According to the 
court, Howard is entitled to a new trial because 
of the new DNA evidence pointing to other 
suspects and because the prosecutor violated 
Howard’s constitutional rights by failing to turn 

over exculpatory evidence 
and soliciting false and 
misleading testimony from 
the detective on the case.

April–Randy Mills is exonerated of rape 
in Tennessee after serving 11 years in 

prison and living for two years as a registered 
sex offender. “Randy Mills spent more than a 
decade locked up for a crime that more thorough 
investigation and careful forensic work would have 
revealed that he shouldn’t have been charged 
with in the first place.”—Bryce Benjet, Innocence 
Project staff attorney who represented Mills. 

May–The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
and other Justice Department agencies 

announce that they will begin recording almost 
every interrogation of suspects in federal custody in 
summer 2014.

June–Nathan Brown is exonerated of 
aggravated sexual assault in Louisiana.  

“I was locked up when I was 23; I wasn’t released until 
I was 40—16 years, 2 months, and 8 days to be exact.” 
—Nathan Brown.

01

03

05
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06
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• Adrian Thomas, the subject of the award- 
winning film, Scenes of a Crime, is exonerated at his 
retrial in New York when he is found not guilty of killing 
his infant son. The Innocence Network filed an amicus  
brief urging the reversal of Thomas’ conviction.

• Vermont Governor Shumlin signs into law criminal 
lineup reforms and mandates electrical recording of 
interrogations to prevent wrongful convictions.

Barry Scheck, left, 
Nathan Brown, 
center, and Vanessa 
Potkin on Brown’s 
exoneration 
day. PHOTO: The 

Advocate/Veronica 

Dominach

Family and other supporters of Darryl Howard await  
the judge’s ruling on Howard’s case in North Carolina. 
PHOTO: SAMEER Abdel-Khalek

Cameron Todd 
Willingham. PHOTO: 

Innocence Project
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December–“The Court finds the defendant 
is actually innocent.”—Texas State District 

Judge Dominique Collins ruling on the case of 
Rickey Dale Wyatt, who served 31 years of a 99-
year sentence for a rape that he did not commit. 
Wyatt’s wrongful conviction was a result of the state 
concealing evidence that supported his innocence 
during the trial. Post-conviction DNA testing revealed 

a partial male profile that 
excluded Wyatt. He is the 
325th person in the United 
States to be exonerated by 
DNA testing.

July–Minnesota passes a compensation 
bill. Exonerees are entitled to receive from 

$50,000 to $100,000 for each year they spent 
in prison, plus reimbursement for other costs, 
and $25,000 to $50,000 for each year spent on 
probation or as a registered offender.

• Innocence Project files a grievance with the State Bar 
of Texas against the prosecutor who obtained Cameron 
Todd Willingham’s conviction and death sentence. 

August–Michelle Murphy is exonerated in 
Oklahoma based on evidence pointing to her 

innocence in the murder of her baby boy. “I spent 20 
years wrongfully in prison for something I didn’t do, 
and I’ve been fighting all these years to prove that,” 
Murphy told local television news station KOTV- CBS.

• Illinois passes eyewitness identification law, 
mandating that municipalities practice blind 
administration lineup. The state also expands its  

DNA access law to allow 
inmates who pleaded 
guilty to get DNA testing 
in their cases.  

• Twenty-five years of freeing the innocent!! First 
DNA-based exoneration—Gary Dotson, represented 
by Thomas M. Breen—occurred in August 1989.

September–
Anthony 

Wright’s 1993 rape and 
murder convictions are 
reversed. Wright has 
served 23 years for a 
rape and murder that 
new DNA testing reveals 
were committed by 
another man. He remains in prison while he awaits 
news from the district attorney as to whether the  
case will be retried.

October–National Academy of Sciences 
issues landmark report on memory and 

eyewitness identification. Innocence Project urges 
adoption of its recommendations for improving 
police identification procedures. 

• Maryland passes police lineup reform.  
All law enforcement agencies are now mandated  
to conduct blind lineups.

November–Ricky Lee 
Nelson’s rape conviction 

is overturned in Tennessee. He 
served nearly 25 years in prison.

07 10

11

12

08

09
• New York State Appeals 
Court judges reverse the 
convictions and dismiss the 
indictments against Everton 
Wagstaffe and Reginald 
Conner, two Brooklyn men 
found guilty of murder 
and kidnapping 20 years 
ago. The ruling is based 

on DNA testing and evidence of prosecutorial and 
police misconduct. Connor served 15 years in prison. 
Wagstaffe served 23 years.

Rickey Dale Wyatt. 
PHOTO: Ben Torres

Ricky Lee Nelson, right, with Innocence Project Social Worker  
Karen Wolff, center, and his brother. PHOTO: Innocence Project

Photo of police lineup in which exoneree Ronald Cotton 
was misidentified as rapist. PHOTO: Innocence Project

Innocence Project lawyers and family of Anthony Wright 
came out to a Philadelphia courthouse to lend him 
support in September 2014. PHOTO: Innocence Project
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Eyewitness misidentification is the greatest contributing factor 
to wrongful convictions, playing a role in nearly 75% of DNA-
based exonerations. Recent exoneree Nathan Brown was wrongly 
convicted based on an eyewitness misidentification that took  
place during a “show-up,” a highly suggestive and unreliable 
identification procedure.

Solution: Scientifically proven and easy-to-adopt practices  
can significantly decrease the number of misidentifications. 

2014 victory: Leveraging partnerships with law enforcement and 
policymakers, the Innocence Project helped to get laws passed that 
mandate the use of superior and standardized practices in collecting 
identification evidence in Maryland, Illinois and Vermont, bringing 
the total number of states to adopt these practices to 13. 

More than one out of four DNA-based exonerees made false 
confessions or incriminating statements that contributed to  
their wrongfully convictions. Exoneree Michelle Murphy was 
convicted based in part on a false confession that she made during  
a coercive interrogation process.

Solution: The electronic recording of interrogations is the  
single best reform available to prevent wrongful convictions  
caused by false confessions. 

2014 victory: Vermont passed legislation that will require the 
recording of interrogations, making a total of 23 states that do so. vi

ct
or

ies
In 2014, the Innocence Project  accomplished critical policy reform. 

We forged alliances with lawmakers, law enforcement leaders 
and legal experts to pass laws that will buttress states’ 
efforts to prevent wrongful convictions. Some of these new 
laws mandate that investigations be guided by science-based 
practices to reduce bias and tunnel vision—factors that 
contribute to targeting the wrong people in criminal cases. 
Others will give all innocent people in prison access to DNA 
testing. And for those who have been wrongfully convicted 
and exonerated, new and improved legislation will see that 
they are fairly compensated in order to have a fresh start at 
making the most of their renewed freedom. 

Nathan Brown
PHOTO: The Advocate/

Veronica Dominach

Michelle Murphy
PHOTO: Sharisse O’Carroll
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Not every state has compensation laws. For those states that do, 
the laws vary widely and the level of benefits and compensation 
offered is not always sufficient. Exonerees, who lost valuable 
earning years in prison, are often left destitute.

Solution: Adopting the compensation amount recommended  
by the federal government (adjusted for inflation) and the 
Innocence Project—a minimum of $62,500 per year of being 
wrongfully imprisoned. 

2014 victory: New Jersey increased its compensation amount 
from $20K per year to $50K per year of wrongful imprisonment 
and added a range of social services to assist with reentry. And 
Vermont lifted its ban on granting compensation to exonerees 
whose cases were not DNA-based. 

While all states now provide post-conviction DNA testing,  
many of the laws are limited in scope and substance. Not 
all inmates are provided access, especially those who falsely 
confessed or pleaded guilty. 

Solution: Allow access to post-conviction DNA testing wherever 
it can establish innocence, even if the petitioner is no longer 
incarcerated, and including cases where the petitioner pleaded 
guilty or provided a confession or admission to the crime.

2014 victory: Illinois passed legislation to expand post-conviction 
DNA testing to those who pleaded guilty. 

In 2014, the Innocence Project  accomplished critical policy reform. 
“My grandson looks at me and asks me 
for things—nice clothes, he wants to 
have a nice Christmas and all of that.  
It makes me feel awful. . . . I feel like  
I’m less than a man, that I’m not able  
to support my family. It hurts me inside. 
I’m full of rage and pain.” 
–Calvin Willis, Innocence Project client  
in 2014 Associated Press article about 
lack of sufficient compensation

Innocence Project staff with Oregon Innocence Project and exoneree Ted Bradford 
(second from right), at the statehouse in Oregon to testify in support of a post-
conviction DNA testing bill. PHOTO: Innocence Project

Innocence activist, Jennifer Thompson, 
testifying in Colorado on behalf of better 
identification practices. PHOTO: Gary Stefanski
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In 2014, the Innocence Project produced a short film in which 
four men who were wrongfully convicted read excerpts—
sometimes tearfully—from the first letters they ever wrote to the 
Innocence Project, asking for help. The purpose of the film is to 
give people an up-close and candid look at the grave injustices 
that anyone can face at the hands of a broken criminal justice 
system. Thousands of people have watched the film on YouTube 
and learned why even one wrongful conviction is too many. 

As an advocacy group, the Innocence Project aims to inform 
the national conversation on wrongful convictions and to drive 
legislative change that will fix our flawed criminal justice system. 
One way we do this is through public education. We leverage all 
forms of media to foster awareness around the causes of wrongful 
convictions and to expose the legal and logistical challenges 
involved in securing our clients’ freedom. We work with venues 
across the country to provide exonerees a platform from which to 
share their experiences. And we use our online and social media 
channels to advance public discourse and build comprehensive 
support around policies that will better deliver justice. 

In 2014, we engaged some of the best people in print, radio  
and television to tell compelling stories about the issue of  
wrongful convictions and the need to enact reforms to prevent 
future injustice. 

The Innocence Project informs  
the national conversation on wrongful  
convictions through public education.

Innocence Project 
Senior Attorney Vanessa 

Potkin speaks with a 
class of high school 

students from Brooklyn. 
PHOTO: Carlita Salazar
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We ramped up our social media efforts so 

to provide up-to-the-minute coverage about 

recent exonerees and their first moments 

of freedom, making stories of exonerees 

accessible to practically anyone. One photo, 

which captures Nathan Brown just moments 

after he was declared innocent, reached the 

feeds of 2.5 million Facebook users, making  

it our most popular post ever. 

On behalf of actor, producer and Innocence Project Artist Committee 

member Tony Goldwyn, the Innocence Project consulted closely with 

actors Marin Ireland and Paul Schneider for their starring roles as 

attorneys on the WE Network show The Divide, a scripted drama 

about a fictional innocence clinic. Ample media attention around the 

series debut featured full-segment interviews with both Goldwyn and 

Innocence Project Co-Director Barry Scheck on The View and CBS 

Morning News, introducing millions of viewers to the work of the 

Innocence Project. 

The Innocence Project collaborated with the Marshall Project on 

a front-page Washington Post investigation into new evidence of 

prosecutorial misconduct in the case of Cameron Todd Willingham, 

who was executed in 2004 for the arson murder of his three young 

daughters. The story focused on newly uncovered documents 

which indicate that former prosecutor, John H. Jackson, made 

false statements and concealed evidence favorable to Willingham's 

defense. Jackson is now under investigation by the State Bar of 

Texas, which has filed a formal accusation of misconduct against 

Jackson. The former prosecutor faces sanctions. 

In 2014, exonerees and Innocence Project staff spoke at  

52 speaking engagements held all around the country. That means 

that nearly every week of the year, a new audience learned about 

wrongful convictions, the power of DNA in securing justice, and 

the need for new policies to protect innocent people. At each event, 

exonerees shared their stories and the details of their cases. For 

those exonerees who were new to publicly presenting their stories, 

the Innocence Project hosted story telling training sessions with 

The Moth at our office in Manhattan and at the Innocence Network 

Conference in Portland, Oregon. 

Exonerees speak about their 
experiences being wrongfully 
convicted in a film that the 
Innocence Project produced 
in 2014. To see the film, go to 
innocenceproject.org/about
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 “Without the Innocence Project, my father  would still be in prison....  
 If I can raise support for this organization, I’d do it all again.”

This past spring, Melissa Lullo was a member of Team 
Innocence Project and ran the New York City Half Marathon 
to raise money for the organization. Melissa’s father, Dennis 
Halstead, was exonerated in 2003 after spending 18 years in 
prison for a rape and murder he didn’t commit. The Innocence 
Project consulted on his case and represented Halstead’s 
co-defendant, John Restivo. Melissa reflected on her father’s 
experience as her inspiration to finish the 13-mile course, which 
she said was a tough haul given that she’s not a dedicated 
runner. But, when asked whether she’d consider running again 
next year, she confessed, “In the blink of an eye. Without  
the Innocence Project, my father would still be in prison. . . .  
If I can raise support for this organization, I’d do it all again.”

Melissa’s sentiments—of being driven to go above and beyond 
for the sake of the wrongfully convicted clients and exonerees—
are shared among the many individuals who donate to the work 
of the Innocence Project. Like Melissa, all of our donors are 
deeply connected to our mission. They establish close ties to the 
organization by staying well-informed about our work, whether 
it be through Q&A sessions with the organization’s leaders or 
speaking events with our exonerees. And while, unlike Melissa, 
most donors do not have the exceptional experience of having a 
loved one who is an exoneree, all of them have a shared aim: to 
secure freedom for the wrongly incarcerated and to reform the 
laws that shape the criminal justice system. 

Melissa Lullo on the day of the 
New York City Half Marathon.  

PHOTO: Laura Ma 
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 “Without the Innocence Project, my father  would still be in prison....  
 If I can raise support for this organization, I’d do it all again.”

Since 1992, the Innocence Project has been at the helm of a 
transformative criminal justice movement—a movement that 
has united a vast network of individuals—seemingly unlikely 
allies from across the political aisle and all demographics—in 
a collective endeavor to strengthen the criminal justice system 
with science. And as the breadth of our work has expanded, 
from exonerating our clients to also amending policy and 
fostering change in the courtroom, so, too, has the circle of  
our richly diverse supporters. 

Because of these donors, the Innocence Project is spurring a 
sea change within the courts and law enforcement—proving 
innocence, apprehending actual criminals and grounding 
criminal justice in hard science. We are tremendously thankful 
to our many champions for their unwavering support of our 
work. Together, we are cultivating a justice system that meets its 
highest potential, one in which all citizens can equally believe. 

Laura Ma, Innocence Project staff member, cheers on runners 
raising support for the organization. PHOTO: Innocence Project

Actress Marin Ireland, accepting her award 
at “A Night Out to Benefit the Innocence 
Project,” an annual event hosted by our 
Young Professionals Committee, in October 
2014, where she was honored for her work 
to bring attention to wrongful convictions. 
PHOTO: YGoh

John Artis, co-defendant and longtime 
friend of Rubin “Hurricane” Carter, at the 
Innocence Project’s Eighth Annual Benefit—
“A Celebration of Freedom & Justice”—in 
May 2014, where he eulogized Mr. Carter.  
PHOTO: Lisa Ross
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financial information
FISCAL YEAR July 1, 2013 – june 30, 2014

Operating Revenue

Individuals $5,588,540 

Foundations $2,938,101 

Corporations $153,751 

Fundraising Events (Net) $1,203,464 

Yeshiva University $425,000 

Investment/Other Income $314,793 

Donated Services  $6,308,889  

$16,932,538 

Expenditures

Program Services $14,326,073 

Management & General $1,136,299 

Fundraising $841,091 

$16,303,463 

Individuals 33%

Program  
Services 88%Management  

and General 7%

Foundations 17%

Corporations 1%
Fundraising 

Events 7%

Yeshiva University 3%

Donated 
Services 37%

Investment/ 
Other Income 2%

Fundraising 5%
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FISCAL YEAR 2014 donors
FISCAL YEAR July 1, 2013 – june 30, 2014

The Innocence Project thanks our generous supporters and regrets that we do not have space to list them all. 
* denotes that donor is deceased

Expenditures

Program Services $14,326,073 

Management & General $1,136,299 

Fundraising $841,091 

$16,303,463 

Create a Legacy for  
Freedom and Justice. 

Contact us at  
212-364-5976 or lma@innocenceproject.org  

to discuss how you can include the  
Innocence Project in your estate plans.

PHOTO: The Advocate/Veronica Dominach
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Andrew W. Albstein, Goldberg 

Weprin Finkel Goldstein LLP
Philip Alcabes
Christina Alexander
Dr. Mary Elizabeth Alexander
JoAnne G. and David Alkire
Vinkey and Andrew Allen
Jay and Susan Anderson
Katherine Plante Anderson
Anonymous (17)

Dene Hofheinz Anton in 
honor of Michael Morton,  
Barry Scheck, John Raley

Ark Restaurants Corp.
Emmanuel Arnould and  

Marie-Lucie Duval
Fred Ash
Association of Amherst  

Students, Inc.
Attias Fund of the Liberty Hill 

Foundation
Robert Ayers
Steven Baker and Marisa Bauer
Thomas and Rosemary Bakersmith
Vivek Baliga
Willa Bandler
Bank of New York Mellon in  

honor of Gordon F. DuGan
Christopher and Paris Barclay
Enid Barden
Michelle Manning Barish
David H. Barkhuff
Michael Barlow
L. Robert Batterman in  

honor of Steven Safyer
Daniel Baumol
Steven Beldin
Evan R. Bell / Bell & Company
Timothy J. Bender
William J. and Rita L. Bender
Amy Bensinger
The Bernard & Audrey Berman 

Foundation
Allan H. and Nancy S. Bernard
Dr. Carol A. Bernstein and  

Arthur T. Meyerson
Susan Bernstein
Zoe and Jon Bernstein
Stephanie Berry
Leon J. Bijou
Nancy Binder
Vincent F. Biondo, Jr. and  

Betsey L. Biondo
Martha Tomhave Blauvelt
Jeremy Bliss
Mr. and Mrs. Bodwell
Jeff and Kimberly Brantley
Brattain Family Charitable Fund
Allan S. Brilliant
Dr. James Bristow
James Brochin
Michael Ray Bromwich, Esq.

Broude Family Trust, John Broude 
and Judy Rosenblum, Trustees

Catherine Brown
Miriam Buhl, Esq.
James A. Bundy and  

Anne Tofflemire in honor  
of Maddy deLone

Lewis A. Burleigh
Jason and Melissa Burnett
Dr. Anthony Burr and Eliza Slavet
Dr. Steven F. Burrall and  

Barbara A. Burrall
Bruce and Bettina S. Buschel
Sheana and Lewis Butler
John Camilleri
Nancy Campau and Michael Brown
Helen Cantwell, Esq.
Brooke and Dane Carillo
Katrina Carr
John and Mary Castagna
Katharine D. Chace
Katharine D. Chace in  

memory of Kay McCahan
Perry Chen
Bruno Chou
Robert S. Clappison
Christian Clemenson
George and Terri Cochran
Clifton Coffey in honor of  

Gordon F. DuGan
Marty and Michele Cohen
Pascal Cohen and Dorothy 

Gallagher-Cohen
Susan E. Cole
Dan and Mary Mullan Fund o 

f the Community Foundations  
of the Hudson Valley

Kerry and Ron Contarino
James Cooper
Mr. and Mrs. Roy F. Coppedge, III
Robert J. Cottrol
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Curran
Diane Cvetovich
Barjor Dastur
D. Melanie de Silva
Matthew and Elizabeth Deeb
Michael B. de Leeuw and  

Claire E. Delaney
Sarah deLone
Elana DeLozier
James and Diane DeMeo
Ben Denckla and Sarah Reber

“The Innocence Project provides a profoundly invaluable service to our country by proposing 
practical actions which, if implemented, will make all citizens safer from shockingly 
egregious, and unfortunately too common, miscarriages of justice. Supporting the 
Innocence Project is a no-brainer.”
Stephanie Berry, senior application developer

Don and Peggy DePascal
Lynn Derman
Thomas M. Dethlefs
Kristina Detwiler
Diamondston Foundation, Inc.
Stephen Doig and Marion Kass in 

honor of Professor Jameson Doig
Angela Donnelly
Marthanne Dorminy Fund  

of the New Mexico  
Community Foundation

Dr. Tom Dorsey
Diane Dotson
Valerie J. Downes
Carey Dunne
Cornelius and Selma Dupree
Socorro Cordova Duprey, PhD
East Bay Community Foundation
Dianne L. Eberlein
David and Mary Jo Eide
The Deborah and Ronald Eisenberg 

Family Foundation
Marty and Rebecca Eisenberg
Michael Ekblad
The Honorable Rodney Ellis  

and Licia Green-Ellis
Daniel M. Eng in honor of  

Gordon F. DuGan
James and Dawn Engel
Steven A. Engel
Ernst & Young in honor of  

Gordon F. DuGan
David Faden
Famous Famiglia
Beth and Michael Fasciltelli
Jeffrey and Lee Feil
David Fein
Anchor Point Gift Fund of  

Bradley A. Feld &  
M. Amy Batchelor

Patty and Peter Findlay
Collin Finnerty
Shelley Fisher Fishkin and James 

Fishkin
David A. and Gabrielle M. Fitzgerald
Daniel Flannery
Gary J. and Adrienne J. Flor
Stephen Forman
Joseph Forte, Esq. and  

Dorothy Forte
Wayne F. Forte
Elaine Fortowsky
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Julia and David Foster-Bates
Richard Fox in honor of  

Gordon F. DuGan
Michael Frampton
Katherine Ann Franco
Joan and Rick Francolini
Bruce D. Frank in honor of  

Gordon F. DuGan
Fross, Zelnick, Lehrman & Zissu, PC
Thomas Gallagher and Alice Jarcho
Paul Dennis Galvin
Alexander Gann
Dallas L. Garbee
William G. and Helen G. Garrison
Neil H. and Elise Getz
G-III Apparel Group, Ltd.
Ari Gilder
Sanjiv Goel
Theodore Goff
Ann E. Goldberg
Laura Goldblum
Michael D. Golden
Brad Goldman
Dr. Charles Goldman
Alexander F. Goldovich and  

Frances A. Carfaro
Linda Goldstein
Hector Gonzalez
Tom and Jill Gottlieb
Ruth and Stephen Grant Fund of 

Triangle Community Foundation
Reginald Green
Mark A. Grinis in honor of  

Gordon F. DuGan
John L. Grisolano
Kara Grubb
Ralph J. and Marsha Guggenheim
Kathy K. Gunst and John Rudolph
Vivek Sanjay Gupta
Hank and Karoly Gutman
John Haggard
Jennifer Haley
Hammond Family Foundation
Jeff Hamond and Mauri Ziff
Deanna Hare
Ben P. and Laura Harris in  

honor of Gordon F. DuGan
The William H. & Mattie W. Harris 

Foundation
Dr. Paul Hartunian
Jay and Elizabeth Heiser
John and Margaret Herke
Elfi Hertel
The High Hopes Foundation
Joseph W. Hildebrandt and  

Dorothy Hildenbrandt in memory 
of Col. Joseph Hauser

Jeremy Hockenstein and  
Joanna Samuels

Delbert Bear Hooker
Jim Houghton
James J. Houlihan

Helen Hu
Bob and Jamie Hubbard
R. G. Huber
John and Janet Hudson
Lawrence Hui
Robert Hurwitz
Tom and Holly Huth
Richard and Bette Hyman
Tom Isaacson and Anne Watson
Sylvia J. Iverson
Mia Jackson
Paul A. Jeanne
Barbara L. Jennings
A Soldier of God, Jimmy
Christopher Johnson
Anna Josenhans and Greg Hayden
Richard Kahn
Helen Kahn
Kaiserman Foundation
Joan and Scott Kaufman
Dennis H. Keith
Jeffrey L. Kenner
Nanaz Khosrowshahi
Sharon King*
Joseph & Jacqueline Kirshbaum 

Memorial Fund of the Liberty  
Hill Foundation

David H. Kistenbroker
Daniel S. Kleinberger
The Amy Klette Newman 

Foundation, Marc Joseph, Trustee
Ann Knaak
Daniel and Vivian Korich
Judith M. Korn
Corey Kosak
Nancy Kronheim
Emily Kunreuther
L & A Foundation
Ward La Fleur
Ellen Lafler
Laura Lakin
Jon and Barbara Landau
Stephen Langdon
Benjamin Last
Raymond F. Leanza
Dr. Stephen S. Leavitt and  

Maribelle Leavitt
Chelsea Lee
Gerald B. Lefcourt
Robert Lehman in honor of  

Gordon F. DuGan
Allan J. Lenzner
Andrew Joshua Levander
Lauren Levenstein
John Levin and Diane Keefe
Jonathan and Donna Levinson
Steve Levitan
Rand and Petrina Levy
Jeffrey Lewis and  

Barbara Joan Tiger Bass
Kris Licht

Allison Ligon
Lesley Link and John Ellison
Alexander Lloyd
Peter J. Lobert
Gabriel and Susan Loh
Kevin Long
Christopher Lotts
Minnie L. Lucas in honor of  

GeJuan L. Lancaster
Eric and Rose-Marie Lyght
The Honorable and  

Mrs. Earle I. Mack
Anne Mackinnon
Matthew Madden
John and Ann Mahoney in  

honor of Stephen Sedoite
Mr. and Mrs. Peter L. Malkin
Richard Mallinson
Mandel Foundation
Gene and Lynn Manheim
Anthony and Sally Mann in  

honor of David G. Duggan
S. Marek
Gayle Marie
Peter Mark and Lynn Goldsmith
Christopher Marshall
Joshua Matloff
Fred D. Mattocks, III
Harold Matzner
Ellen McBride, Schreiber Family 

Foundation
The McClain Family Fund
Wynn and Shawna McCloskey
Mr. and Mrs. Charles McCullough
Lucy McDiarmid
C. McGowin
James M. McGuire
Michael McKenzie
Dr. Kimberly McNeil
Mimi Mendelson in honor  

of Mr. Howard Kaye
Arul A. Menezes and Lucy 

Vanderwende
Richard S. Mermin
Olivier Meslay
Guy and Lisa Metcalfe in honor  

of Gordon F. DuGan
John Meyer
Sam Scott Miller in memory  

of James W. Benkard
Robert S. Mills and Judith E. Kleen
Robert Milner
Linda Mirels in honor of  

Andy Tananbaum
Robert E. Montgomery and  

Susan Meister
Mary W.T. and David Moore
Jonathan Mooser and Sara 

Brannin-Mooser
Cynthia Morales
Ray Morelock
The Morningstar Foundation

Alan B. Morrison and  
Anne S. Morrison in honor 
of Nina Morrison

Barry G. Moss in honor of  
Gordon F. DuGan

Kathleen Muir
John Mulaney and  

Annamarie Tendler Mulaney
Judy Munzig
Steven Napolitano and  

Linda Hughes
Michael J. Neary in honor  

of Gordon F. DuGan
Kathryn Neel and Adam R. Kluge
John Neidig
Nelco Foundation
Jim Neuberger and  

Helen Stambler Neuberger
Muriel Neufeld
Bruce M. and Renee Nevins
Dave and Barbara Noonan
Antal Novak
Bernard W. Nussbaum
Martin Nussbaum
Mr. and Mrs. John T. O’Connell
Daniel O’Donnell
The William F. and Doris W. Oliver 

Foundation
Liz and Gus Oliver
Michael O’Malley
Noah M. Osnos in memory  

of Berna Osnos
Thomas H. Papanek
Pappas Foundation
Parts Authority Inc. in honor  

of Gordon F. DuGan
Rita Hayworth Patrick
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind,  

Wharton & Garrison LLP
Daniel A. Pawson and Andrea Saenz
Donald Pedigo in honor of Haywood 

Patterson
Nicholas L. Pell in honor  

of Gordon F. DuGan
Marian Penn and Bill Soskin
Daniel Perlman and Jane Katims
Perq Fund of Tides Foundation,  

on the recommendation of  
Vincent McGee

Lawrence Perry and  
Rebecca Wayland

Brian and Emilia Pfeifler in honor  
of Gordon F. DuGan

Ron Pile
Stuart M. Pinto*
Benjamin Piper
Susan Butler Plum
David J. Poorvu
Philippa Portnoy
Viktor Przebinda
Vered Rabia
Jennie Rabinowitz and  

Dr. Daniel Jamieson
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The Ragin Family
Raphael Foundation, Inc.
Bryan Rawls
Ed Redlich and Sarah Timberman
Ellen and Mitchell B. Rick
Linda S. Riefberg and  

Lee H. Perlman
William Rinehart
Joshua Ring
Maria Riolo
David William Roberts
Kashauna and Jeff Roberts
Bill and Melanie Roper
Ezra Rosenberg
Andrew Ross
Matthew Rothman and Nancy Katz
Allan B. Rothschild
David M. Rothstein and  

Marcia Osburne
Tony Rousmaniere
David and Carole D. Rowe
Royce Carlton, Inc.
Chris Runhaar
David S. Sabih in honor of  

Dr. Robert Maloney
Jeffrey A. Sachs in honor of  

Dr. Steven Safyer
Karen Samfilippo
Kenneth I. Sandbank
Tammy Jo and Steven Sanders
Ann Foley and Joshua Sapan
Carlo Sarmiento
Barbara A. Saurer and  

Charles B. White
Andrew Schapiro
Davida Schiff and Simeon Kimmel
Kate and Arnold Schmeidler
Timothy Schnapp
Karen and Mahlon Schneider  

in honor of Olga Axelrod
Howard Schoninger
Jeffrey J. Schwartz
Jerome M. Schwartzman
Joshua M. Segal and  

Jennifer S. Geetter
John Sell
Chris F. and Madaline W. Shearer

Timothy Shepard and Andra Georges
Kevin Shields in honor of  

Gordon F. DuGan
Bruce and Jackie Shreves
Delores J. Simmons
Andrew Singer in honor of 

Annamarie John Tendler Mulaney
Richard D. Singer
Dr. Ila Singh
Daniela Sirkin
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher,  

and Flom LLP in honor of  
Stacey Cohen and Anden Chow

Dr. Arlene R. Stang in honor of  
Andy Tananbaum

Gregory Slisz
Erin and Patrick Sloane
Mario L. Small
Emily Smith
Eric Smith
Tony and Rosa Smith
David Snyder in honor of  

Gordon F. DuGan
Naomi Sobel and Diana Doty
David Solosko and Sandra Kniess
Karen Stanton in honor of 

Annamarie John Tendler Mulaney
Samuel Stein and Catherine Collautt
Claude Steinberg
Frances L. Stern and  

Benjamin P. Feldman
Caroline C. Stewart
Audrey Strauss in honor of   

Peter, Barry, and the whole staff
Victoria B. Strong
Lila and Brendan Sullivan
Colin Summers and Nell Scovell
Dave Sweet
Susan Talarico and  

Mike Sundermeyer
Gail Tanzer
Josh Tarasoff
Fred B. and Lois G. Tarter
Howell L.T.D. Taylor
Michael Taylor
H. Straat Tenney
Tenshore Realty, Ltd.
Christopher Teofilak

Grant and Laurel Teske
Damian Testa
Mark E. Thierfelder
Jane and Roy Thomas
Linda Thomsen in memory  

of James W. Benkard
Janet M. Thuesen
Jonathan Tinter
Teresa Todaro in honor  

of Phillip Spector
Rebecca Tortell
Alison Townsend in memory  

of Oliver Keller
Judy Trabulsi
Nancy B. Tuma
Sara Turner
United Way of Central New Mexico
Lisa Marie Vagge
Lilah van Rens
H. Brenda Veney
Sheldon Vidibor and  

Betty L. Seidmon, PhD
Georges Volait
Jack and Terri Vonderloh
Glenna Wagenschein
Karen E. Wagner and David Caplan
Robert A. Wallner and  

Barbara Schachter Wallner
Irwin H. Warren, Esq.
Rachel Lee Warren
The Lynn Warshow Charitable Fund
David Wasserman in honor  

of Adam Wolfson
Whiteley and Nick Wheeler
Susan Whitehead
Jean Louise Whitney
Allen and Beth Williams
Steven M. Wilson and  

Nomi Silverman
Daniel Wilson
Nancy and James Wolf
Serena I. Wolfe in honor of  

Gordon F. DuGan
Brian Wolfman and Shereen Arent
George M. Woods, MD
Marie-Helene and Victor Yalom
Kahlil Yearwood
Constance Zalk

Marc J. Zeitlin
Arthur G. and Dorothy Zuch

$500 to $999
Sammy Abdullah
John Abraham
Acadian Asset Management
Lois Adler
Eric and Marie-Jose Albert
Paul and Katherine Albitz
Dewane Alexander
Gary Alexander
Scott Alexander
Polly Allen
Idith Almog
Orian Almog
Darwin O. V. Alonso
Stewart and Daisy Alter
Elizabeth P. Alton
Frank and Reggie Amato
Amazon
Mark Lemle Amsterdam
Pamela Ancowitz
Kay Anderson
Anonymous (16)
Anonymous-IBM
Art Antin
Dr. Nilgun Antmen
Amy Aquino and Drew McCoy
Myra A. Armistead
Emmanuel Arnold
Arnold & Porter LLP
Adrienne Asch in honor of  

Laura Martineau Jennie Ives
Nancy and Bob Ascher
Cecil Ash
Daniel Askins
Tracy L. Austin
Eiccio Azzollini
Robert Baden
Jeannie Baker
Rebecca Lane Baker
Grete and Leif Bakland
Jon J. Balkenbush
Bank Hapoalim
Jeremy Barnum and  

Caitlin Macy

“The value of exoneration cannot be overstated. In addition, The Overbrook Foundation’s 
long support of the Innocence Project is based on its effective application of lessons  
learned from its cases to advance much-needed reforms of the criminal justice system.  
Each exoneration frees an individual wrongfully convicted and promotes reforms that 
protect the rights and freedoms of many more who find themselves unjustly targeted by  
the criminal justice system.”
The Overbrook Foundation
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Teri L. Barr
Joseph Barron and Roberta Gilbert
Cindi Barthel
Dawn R. Bauer in memory  

of Todd Lynn Trexler
Sakina Begum and Adil Parvez 

Mohammed
Christine L. Bell
Debbie Bell and Josh Freeman  

in honor of Maddy deLone
Julian B. Bellenghi in memory  

of Joseph Bellinghi
Aimee Bender
Richard Benfield
Beverly Benjamin
Peter J. Benvenutti and  

Lisa Pearlman
Wayne Bernauer
Asim Bhansali
Claudine Bhatti
Christopher Blair
John Bloomberg-Rissman
The Honorable Joel Blumenfeld  

and Vicki Blumenfeld
Joscelyn Blumenthal
Tom and Colleen Boland
Stephen Bomse, Esq. and Edie Silber
Kim Borgmeyer
Dr. Preston Bost
Robert Bourque and Katherine 

Staton
Ron Bozman and Kyle McCarthy
Robert Bradford, III
Joseph Brady and Amy May
Blair and Mary Brewster
Abigail Brown
Kristopher D. Brown
Pierre Buret
David Burke
Thomas J. Burlash
Jacob Burns Foundation
William Bush in memory of  

James McGraw
David A. Cacela
Eric Calian
Campaign Consultation, Inc.
The Capital Group Companies 

Charitable Foundation in  
honor of Della Stott

Daniel Lee Carlson
Charles Carlson
Joseph F. and Rebecca Carretta
Dr. Robin Carter
Louise Britt Carvey
Benjamin Castanos
Wayne G. and Margaret A. Castle
Brian Chase
Charles Cheever
Kay Christensen
Jonathan Ross Christie
William L. Clay, III
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Clayman

Charles Clifford
Jay Coggeshall and Susan Henoch
Phil Cohen
Mardge Cohen and Gordan Schiff  

in memory of Lambert King
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory
Shaun and Pamela M. Collins
Thomas Connor
Ellen Connorton
Cass Conrad
Harry Crane
Kristine Cremins
Richard Cullen
Celeste Curran
Alan Danvers
Lucy M. and Mike Danziger
Janine D’Ascensio
Bret Davis
Kathy Davis
Richard W. Davis
Sally Davis and  

Stephen C. Birdlebough
Debora de Hoyos and  

Walter Carlson
Gus De Ribeaux, PA
Decision Analysis
Nancy DeGeeter
Matthew DelNero
Keith Denlinger
Dental Health Products
Allan P. Derkacz
Indu Dharmalingam
Paul Diamond
Matthew Diller and  

Katherine Kennedy
Karen P. Dillon
Jason Dillow
Dr. Cynthia Donoghue
John and Colleen Donovan
Jennifer Downing
William Dudley
Shirley Duffy
Ian Dumain and Bree Schonbrun
Dutch Valley Foods
Andrew Dwyer
Lisa Eby in honor of Joanne Black 

and Christopher Maughan
Jeff and Sarah Ecker
Timothy Emerick
John Evans
Erik Eyster
Jeffrey A. Fagan and  

Connie S. Fishman
Judith Fallon
John Fastolf and Brett Cervantes
Meryl A. Faulkner
Archie Finney
Jody Fleischer
Martha J. Fleischman
Karly Foland
Mark M. Ford

Stephen R. Forsyth and  
Peggy Wedgworth Forsyth

Jacques Fortier
Elizabeth A. Friedland
Peter Frishauf
Robert L. Frome
Douglas Gaffin and Marielle 

Hoefnagels
Michael F. Gaffney
David B. Gainer
Howard L. and Judie Ganek
Brandon Louis Garrett
John Gatlin
Don C. Gentry and Cindy Anderson
Steve Gergely
Debra Geroux
Asif Ghazanfar
Roger Gilbert
Pascale Glodt
Debra K. Goertz
Jonathan R. Goldberg
Michael C. and Cindy Goldberg  

in honor of Jenny Goldberg
Richard Goldberger
Joe Goldenson and Ronnie Jacobs
Peggy Elliott Goldwyn
Lisa Gordon
Dr. Jacob Grayson
Joan and Scott Greenland
Emily Greer
John M. and Ila Gross
Allen and Deborah Grubman
Elisabeth B. Grudd in honor  

of Patricia A. Van Dyke and  
Julius Thompson

Gad Gruenstein
Anne V. and Colin Gyles
Carl Hagen
Jane L. Hagy and John M. Frawley
Rebecca Hamadock
Michael Handelman
Hanis Irvine Prothero PLLC
The John A. Hartford Foundation  

in honor of Benita Cox
The John A. Hartford Foundation  

in honor of Marcia Brown
Linda and Al Hartig
John Hauser
Joanna Hedge
Chris Hedgpeth
Libby Helfer
Lawrence Helm
Dr. Wendy Greene Helms and  

Russ Helms
Grant Hemingway and  

Samira Pages Martinez
Barbara M. Hicks
Grant E. Hicks
Hilder & Associates, P.C.
Dr. Robert E. Hiller
Walter and D’vonna Hines
John Hite

Sarah E. Hoberman
Elizabeth and Mark W. Hohe
Jo Ann Holland in honor of  

Michael Morton
Michele Holley
Frank Holozubiec
Marc Horowitz
Embry Howell
Daniel K. Hsiung
Laurel Davis Huber in honor  

of Karen Newirth
C. Ronald Huff
Rieko Imai
Into the Blue LLC in honor  

of Elisabeth Elger
Aretha Jackson
Marilyn Jaffe
George P. Jandl
David and Sally Janes
David Japikse
Pamela Jarvis and Anthony E. Davis
Denise Jeffers
Paul F. and Ruth W. Jeffries
Andrew Jelmert
Elizabeth Jenkins-Joffe
Virginia Joffe
Linda Johnson
William F. Johnson
Ardythe F. Jones
Robert Jossen
William D. Joyce, Jr. and  

Judith K. Joyce
John and Suzanne Kannarr
Eugene Neal Kaplan
Kenneth Kaplan and Robert 

Katzberg
David Katz
Robert and Florence Kaufman 

Foundation Inc.
Jennifer Michelle Kay in memory  

of Ira Stephen Kay
Herbert J. Kayden, MD
Henry J. Kelston
Susan deLone Kennedy and 

Lawrence A. Kennedy in honor  
of Maddy deLone

David and Joan Kernan
Bruce Kerr
Aviv Keshet
Spero Kessaris
Pamela Kinsey
Dr. Linda Kinsinger
Bonnie Kintzer
Patricia Klees and  

Carmine F. Casella
Arlene Koby
Max Koerner-Imas
Reverend Earl Koteen
Christine Koval
Michael and Susan Kranzdorf
Olivia Kraus
Saul Kravecas
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Dorothy and Jerome Kretchmer
Elise Kroeber
Lois Kroll
Nicholas Kroll
Victoria A. Kummer
Peggy Kurland
Douglas Laird
Dr. Richard Lansing
Matthew L. Larrabee
Shannon Lepore and  

Thomas James Lepore
Matthew Lesser
Laura Levi
Dr. Denise Stavis Levine
Jonathan D. Levine
Phyllis Jean Levinthal
David Levy
Deborah Levy
Michelle Lieber
Michelle Light
John C. Lin and Kyoko  

Takahashi Lin in memory  
of James W. Benkard

Jeff Lipsman
Aaron S. Lisman
John Litt
Glenys Lobban
Michael David Lubin
Jonathon Luft
Ilis Luhur
Nicole M. Lunn
John Manulis and Liz Heller
Minjen Mao
Michael Marcotte
The Honorable Gary F. Marton  

and Monique R. Marton
Stephen Maslonka
C.J. Mattison
Abby Maxman and Charles Danzoll
Timothy Mayopoulos in memory  

of James W. Benkard
Melissa McBride
Lewis McCarthy
James E. and Barbara B. McCauley
Christine McCormick
Suzanne McDermott
McDermott Will & Emery LLP
Joan McEwen
Mr. and Mrs. John G. McGoldrick

Bruce McGoveran
Patricia Stich Merchant and  

Larry Merchant
William J. and Melodee C. Metzger
Seth and Alexi Meyers
Howard and Abby Milstein
Phillip Mindlin
David Miner
Marissa Mink
Devjani Hoffman Mishra
Jane Mitnick
Sharon Moore
Tamara Moore
Tim Moore
Brian Morris
Martha Mortenson
Charles Mulaney
Kathleen E. Mulaney in honor of 

Annamarie John Tendler Mulaney
Sarah Mulligan
Jay and Scott Nadelson
Thomas Nagle and Leslie Haller
Josh Needleman
Debbie and Cary Neiman
Craig Nerenberg
Patricia Nichols
Shari Ober
Joan Ohlhoff
Erisa Ojimba
Tammy Oler
Sonia Olinto and Michael Saperstein
George O’Neal
Outten & Golden LLP
Deborah Owen in memory of  

James W. Benkard
Lynn M. Paltrow and Sara Krulwich 

in honor of Maddy deLone
Nina Paradiso
Yuri and Wendy Parisky
Susan Partain
Perforce Foundation in honor  

of Colin Grant
Richard A. Perse, L.I.C.S.W.
Nancy and Edward Phillips
Stuart M. Pinto* in memory  

of Seymour Pinto
Frances Posel
Stephen Poulin
Blake Poulton

Marcel Przymusinski
Kenneth and Jo Carroll Pulkkinen
Prabhjot and Kailash Purohit
PVC Distributors LLC
John Patrick Quinn
Rudolph S. and Sheila Rauch in 

memory of James W. Benkard
Ellen Ray and Gary Ostroff
RBC Capital Markets in honor  

of Gordon F. DuGan
June P. Reese
Paul Reider
Jeffrey Rein
Richard and Bonnie Reiss
Alexandra Resch
Lynn Richmond and John Griffin
Susan and Bill Rifkin
Nils Ringe
Patricia Roberts-Miller
Luis Rodriguez, Jr.
Shira Rohde
Robert Romano
Allan Roman
Oren Root
Wanda Root
Ann H. and Mike Rosato
Steven and Penny Rosenberg
David Rosner and Kathlyn Conway 

in honor of Maddy deLone
Jeanne and Mark L. Rotert in 

memory of Scott Colby
Melanie Rothschild in honor  

of the 90th anniversary of  
the birth of Mike Rothschild 

Edgar Rubin
Stuart D. Rubin, Esq. and  

Rochelle Rubin
William Rucklidge & Mona Akerblom
Peter Ruggiero in memory of  

Joseph Ruggiero
Michael Sage
Stephen Saks
Paul R. Scheerer
L.H. Schilling, MD in memory  

of Judy Schilling
Johann Schleier-Smith
Stephen J. Schulhofer and  

Laurie Wohl
Carl Schwab

Laura G. Seidman
Seema Shams
Constance Shapiro
Len and Marilyn Shendell
Tony Shih
Deborah J. Short
Alvin L. Silver
The Silver Family Foundation
Marc Simon
Dr. Stanley R. Simon and  

Ellen M. Simon
Erik Simpson
Jason Skalski
Walter C. Slack
Sita Slavov
Jennifer L. Smith
Andrew Snyder
Frank M. Sobel
Gerald K. Sommer
H.Sonami Family Fund
Temitope Sonuyi
Dan and Deborah Sorin
Stephen Spiller
Anne Steger
Sarah Stein
Jill G. Stephens
Bob and Faith Sterling
David Stern
David H. Stier
Gregory A. and Gale E. Stimis
Roger A. Stoll
Rachel Diana Sumers and  

Gary M. Sumers
Patrick Sunday
The Honorable Robert W. Sweet
Tyrone T.
Erica Tachoir and Paul Penczner
Ariana J. Tadler
Elizabeth Talerman
Catherine Tarasoff
Russell Targ
Dennis Tendler
Nancy Thatcher
Mark D. and Nancy Theune
Carol H. Tolan
John and Kate Townsend
Pamela Trachtenberg
Josh Trutt

“The Innocence Project not only saves lives and families through their pioneering work 
on DNA testing and their tireless advocacy of the wrongfully convicted. They are literally 
changing the system with their relentless pursuit of criminal justice reform. This work 
cannot happen without our support. Please join the innocence movement. Change starts 
with us.”
Tony Goldwyn, director, producer and actor 
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Gregory Turnbull
Richard Valeriani
Allen Varney
Brian Vaughan and Ruth McKee
Verific Design Automation  

in honor of Michiel Ligthart
Jayson Wahlstrom
Clifford Burton Walter
Jyhwen Wang
Carla Warner
Sarah F. Warren and  

Joseph M. Raffaele, MD
Phyllis Watson
David Weller
Barry A. Weprin and  

Patricia J. Langer
Thomas John Wersto
Dr. and Mrs. Bradley G. Wertman
West End Smoke Supplies
Elizabeth Weymouth
Andrew Whalley
Kim White
Theresa Whitehead
Sherryl Whitten-Jacobs
Annette Wilcox
Diane M. Wilcox
Kevin E. Wilde
John and Marcia B. Wilkinson
Lloyd Wilky
Jennifer and Timothy Williamson
Jennifer Willis
Curt M. Wilson
Jeremy Wise and  

Janet D. Klausner-Wise
Bob and Deb Withee
Milton Wolfson
Jeffrey S. and Gro V. Wood
Nancy S. Woods
Javier Wright
Michael Yacullo
Louise Yelin
Andrew and Leslie Zachary
William Zangwill, PhD
Rhonda and Michael Zero
Naomi and Michael Zigmond
Roger and Leesa Zissu
Zowayix

$250 to $499
Stephen D. Adams
Daniel L. Adcock
Adelphi University
David Adler
Caesar Alarcon
Dr. Thomas Alexander
Eileen E. Alicea
Stephen and Elise Alpart
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Donate online at innocenceproject.org

Of the more than 300 exonerees listed 
on the first pages of this report, the 
Innocence Project was involved in 
176 of the DNA exonerations. Others 
were helped by Innocence Network 
organizations, private attorneys and by 
pro se defendants in a few instances.

Exoneree Michelle Murphy on the  
day of her release from prison in  
Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
PHOTO: Tulsa World/Jackie Dobson

“�I spent 20 years wrongfully in prison for 

something I didn’t do, and I’ve been fighting all 

these years to prove that. . . . It’s phenomenal. . . .  

It was traumatic. It was very hard; it was a 

struggle every day. But I survived. I’m a survivor.” 
 
Michelle Murphy, speaking to Oklahoma’s News On 6 on the day of her exoneration


