. Namibia,

This article, dealing with women's
liberation in the context of the
national liberation struggle in

has been written by Bience
Gawanas of SWAPO. The views expressed
are hers, and not those of SWAPO.

Women all over the world are fighting
the oppressive structures which exclude
them from decision making. However,

not universal. Patriarchal relations need !
to be analysed in their specific historical
contexts. This is particularly true for the
struggle of Namibian women to which
many of the concepts expressed by West- |
ern feminists do not necessarily have any,
bearing. We reject the narrow view of
patriarchal relations which merely locates
women's subordinations within the con-
text of male dominance as simply anti-
men and therefore divisive. This view
fails to speak on behalf of the women

of the underdeveloped world and black
women even in the West. Socialist
femninists, on the other hand, have gone

a long way in linking patriarchy to
economic structures and explaining
wornen's oppression in terms of class

and race as well as gender.

This article attempts to deepen West-
ern feminist understanding of the char-
acter of our struggle. As women with a
common goal we have a lot to learn from
each other's struggles, bearing in mind
that our route and priorities differ
because of the realities of our particular
situations.

The Namibian women's struggle is not
simply a woman's struggle but belongs to
the Namibian people as a whole, who are
fighting for national liberation. We are
conscious of ourselves not as women but
as black oppressed people. This may sound
heresy to some feminists who see men as
their main enemy. But once they realise
that male oppression is the least of our
worries, they will appreciate our involve-
ment in a national liberation struggle.
Our primary struggle is for basic human
rights. What is a right to choose for
women under Apartheid if there is no
part of her life that she can call her
own? What are equal opportunities for
Namibian women if they live in the
poverty imposed by the sexist and racist
Apartheid structures. As Namibian women
we do not deny that black men are able
to oppress women but we do stress that

OUR LINE

Big Flame gives unconditional
support for progressive national
1iberation movements (NLMs) which
are fighting British imperialism
and its main ally, American im-
perialism. National liberation is
often a precondition for fuller
social liberation. Our support for
NLMs does not depend on their
adopting a socialist-feminist
programme, We do not, however,
support socially reactionary
movements such as Islamic funda-
mentalism (Khomeini).

In Britain, we support broad-
based solidarity movements and
strive to relate the international
issues to the class struggle and
social movements in this country,
in a concrete way.

We aim to build comradely rela-
tions with the NLMs we support, and
think we have much to learn from
each other. Without engaging in
sustained solidarity work, no
left group has the right to crit-
icise an NLM. However, where we
are actively involved, we do
criticise from a socialist-
feminist perspective and aim
particularly to support socialists
and feminists within the national
liberation struggle,
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all black Namibians are all as much the
products as the victims of race and
class oppression. We can't separate our
understanding of our sexual oppression
from jts specific historical context.
This is how I wish to examine the
situation of black women in Namibia
and the way in which they challenge
the ideologies which legitimise their
oppressien.

PRE-COLONIAL TIMES

Patriarchal attitudes in Namibia date
back to pre-colonial times. Within tradi-
tional Namibian society there was a
division of labour between men who
reared cattle and hunted, and women
who cooked, produced food, milked
cows and cared for the family as a
whole. Women were subordinate to

all males within the family. Common-~
ly men as heads of households had
control of the lands and cattle, and
although women retained substantial
rights and a degree of social autonomy,
there were limits on their control and
ownership of wealth. Traditional practi-
ces such as lobolo (bride-price) - now
fairly rare - and polygamy provided
structures for male domination. Lobolo
put a value oh women's labour power.
Marriage, even in the absence of
lobolo, in an agrarian society turns
women into property, conferring her
owner the advantages of sexual
pieasure, wealth, docile labour power
and the production of heirs. Control
over a worman's labour and fertility

is thus effectively placed in the hands
of men, overemphasis upon which
transforms their relationship into a
mere act of procreation. A woman's
failure to bear children gives a man
the right to disregard her at will.

COLONIALISM

Under colonialism, traditional ideologies
are used to maximise the exploitation

of cheap labour for super-profits. S. Afri-
can colonialism has not only retained
oppressive traditional structures but

has developed certain aspects to suit

its particular needs. In addition it has
superimposed sexist and racist struct-
ures. The migrant labour system for
instance, which forces able-bodied

males into wage labour, is based on

the division of labour in traditional
societies - all males are required to

work in the mines and factories thus
replacing their cattle rearing function
while women are left in the rural areas
to perform their traditional tasks. But
having destroyed family life, women are
made to assume additional burdens form-
erly borne by men. The system also intro-
duces another factor: since men, because
of their prolonged absence, can no longer
claim their traditional role as head of the
family, women have to take major decis-
ions and bring up their children alone.

This independence is not something we
can romanticise about but it does demon-
strate women's ability to challenge the
pervading oppressive sexual stereotypes.
The family is not simply the oppressive
structure of Western analysis. Colonial
power has split up the Namibian family
In the interest of exploitation. The
yearning for a family is therefore a
longing for security and togetherness in
a system which is rife with insecurity,
emotional and financial hardships.

Men in the mines and factories receive
wages and a better understanding of the
systein because of the common experien-
ce shared with other workers. Influx

Continued on page 6

point of sacking them. Helicopters,

had to jump from the 2nd floor.

BOARDROOM BATTLE AS J.R. SACKS 6,500 OIL-FROM-COAL WORKERS

The mammoth oil-from-coal plants (SASOL) are South Africa's defiant ans—
wer to the threat of oil boycotts, And so, when thcousands of SASOL work-
ers joined the political general strike in Nov. '84,
shotguns,
personnel carriers were brought into the men's hostels while shop-stewards
The man behind the Fluor Corporation, a
Califernia construction company which built SASOL,
public defender of apartheid. But further right are his shareholders, out-
raged by J.R.'s training co-operation deal with a Chinese university. It
seems that the corporate statutes governing Fluor, drawn up no doubt with
a furtive glance towards the enemies of Reaganomics at Berkeley, specific-
ally prohibit the company subsidizing Marxist-Leninist university teachers,

the regime made a
gas masks, and armoured

is J. Robert Fluor, a
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WORKERS

POWER

In June 1984, South African Prime Minis-
ter P.W. Botha toured Europe, his confi-
dence strengthened by the recent diplo-
matic agreements with Mozambique and
Angola, and the forthcoming elections to
the new, three chambered Parliament.
His strategy ~ military might plus slow
reform - was containing both the African
National Congress (ANC) and the white
Conservative Party, sustaining the war in
Namibia and Angola while increasing eco-
nomic pressure to force all neighbouring
states to deal with South Africa.

By November '84 - the climax of class
struggle so far - 400,000 students and
500,000 workers staged a 2 day political
general strike in the Transvaal. South
Africa has been in a pre-revolutionary
period ever since. For the first time, the
regime itself now speaks of apartheid as
"outmoded" and strives to present itself
as offering genuine reforms.

Now that there is a real prospect of a
transfer of power involving the receznised
leaders of the liberation struggle - the
ANC - we need to look at sorme of the
political debates which offer clues as to
the character of the forthcoming revolu-
tion. This article will focus on just one
of these debates: how should workers
relate to the struggle for national libera-
tion?

FOSATU

One starting point for the argument is
the speech given by Joe Foster to the
1982 FOSATU Congress. FOSATU was
the largest federation of industrially-
based independent trade unions; together
with the NUM (miners), the FOSATU
unjons form the core of the new Congress
of South African Trade Unions (COSATU)
launched in December. As General Secre-
tary of FOSATU, Foster argued:

"A1l the great and successful pop-

ular movements have had as their

aim the overthrow of oppressive -
most often colonial - regimes.

But these movements cannot and

have not in themselves been able

to deal with the particular and

fundamental problem of workers.

Their task is to remove regimes

that are regarded as illegitimate

and unacceptable by the majority.
It is therefore essential that

workers must strive to build their

own powerful and effective organ-

Isation even whilst they are part

of the wider popular struggle.

This organisation Is necessary to

protect and further worker inter-

ests and to ensure that the popu-
lar movement is not hijacked by
elements who will in the end have
no option but to turn against
their worker supporters,”
In support of the Polish workers' move-
ment Selidarity, which he saw as struggl-
ing "to establish more democratic
worker control over their socialist
society,” Foster stated “.,. the fact
that a country is said to be social-
ist does not guarantee that workers
control their own destiny,”

And while recognising both the internal
and international credibility of the ANC,
Foster characterised it as a "great
populist liberation movement",

UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT

In July 1983, the United Democratic
Front (UDF) was created inside South
Africa, with the blessing of the ANC, as
a popular front which aimed to coordin~
ate all organisations campaigning against
the new Constitutional Proposals whxch
excluded the African majority, The
debate amongst the independent trade
unions then focussed on whether working
class organisations like trade unions
should affiliate.

The UDF itself aimed at gaining a
"truly national character” and inter-
preted this as meaning "we embrace all
races, and that we bring together all

Continued on next page












