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WHO WE ARE

We are the Nashville chapter of Southerners
on New Ground (SONG), a regional Queer
and Trans liberation organization
committed to a vision of abolition and
freedom from fear. Rooted in southern
traditions, SONG is a multiracial base-
building organization that builds a beloved
community of LGBTQ people in the South
through organizing, leadership
development, political education, collective
action, regional gatherings and more. Like
many of our comrades across the South,
our chapter has launched a campaign to
#EndMoneyBail AND pretrial detention.
We center an abolitionist approach to
achieving our vision because we know that
the cops, courts, cages, and codes of the
Prison Industrial Complex (PIC) have
historically harmed our community and
have continued to have a particularly
harmful impact on Black and Brown LGBTQ
communities. We know the bail system in
general disproportionately affects poor
people by keeping them in cages because
they cannot afford to post bail.
Consequently, those who must await their
court date in jail face eviction, losing their
jobs or wages, losing custody of their
children, and often face worse plea deal
and sentencing outcomes.

As a part of our work to change bail
practices, we've been engaging in deep
relationship building, research, raising
awareness, court-watching, and bailing out
our people.

SONG NASHVILLE
DEMANDS AN END TO
MONEY BAIL & PRETRIAL
DETENTION IN OUR CITY.

In the spring of 2017, our chapter began
participating in the Black Mama'’s Bailout
Action, a national collective action that
raises money to bail out Black women
caregivers ahead of Mother's Day and in
some cases provides social services and
court-related support for 90 days after
being released from jail. This year, we
were one of ten cities who participated in
the action. In doing this work, we are
fighting on a local level for a world that
does not rely on money bail, pretrial
detention, or pretrial surveillance to
operate. More generally, we are fighting
to abolish the beast that is the PIC. We
are working to build a world that
prioritizes people over profits by
reallocating government spending away
from policing and carceral systems and
INSTEAD towards adequate and
dignified housing, education,
employment, physical and mental health
care, social services, and community
centers. As a part of our overall End
Money Bail and Pretrial Detention
campaign, SONG Nashville calls for bail
reform worthy of our people. In the final
section of this memo, we provide a more
in depth description of what we want
and what we're working towards.




SOUTHERNERS ON NEW GROUND 3 03
NASHVILLE CHAPTER

WHAT WE DID

WE OBSERVED AND
RECORDED NOTES ON
114 BAIL HEARINGS
OVER THE COURSE OF
61 DAYS.

*These 114 hearings do not represent a statistically significant sample. While this data amount is statistically
characterized as insignificant, we know that every instance of our city’s unjust money bail and pretrial detention
practices causes a significant amount of harm on impacted communities.
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WHAT WE SAW

) . . . Unknown
Video conferenced in AFTER bail hearing 3.5%

3.5%

Video Conferenced in
14%

7 MINUTES

Average interaction time
of bail hearings

5 MINUTES

Median value interaction NOPE. 78% OF PEOPLE WERE ABSENT
time of bail hearings AT THEIR OWN BAIL HEARING.

83%

Absent
78.1%

Percentage of bail
hearings less than ten 1.8%

Unknown

minutes

No
97.4%

NO. DEFENSE COUNSEL WAS NOT
PRESENT AT 97% OF BAIL HEARINGS.



SOUTHERNERS ON NEW GROUND ' 05
NASHVILLE CHAPTER

WHAT WE SAW

They didn't ask me
anything. | didn't have no
video conference.

They just treat you like
you're nothing...Sometimes
it breaks you down to
know that you’re nothing.

Hell. It was Hell. It was

the worst experience I've
had.

*Alternative names used to preserve anonymity
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WHAT WE SAW

I'm depressed.

stressed because school
is around the corner and |
don’'t have nowhere for

my kids to go.

These modern day slave catchers are
agents of our city’s bail bonding
companies who have historically been

a major opposition group to
meaningful bail reform. Stakeholders
in the bonding industry often donate

to judicial campaigns.

*Alternative names used to preserve anonymity
*Adam Liptak, “lllegal Globally, Bail for Profit Remains in U.S,” New York Times, Jan. 29, 2008,
https://www.nytimes.com/2008/01/29/us/29bail.html.
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WE DEMAND AN END TO MONEY BAIL &
PRETRIAL DETENTION IN NASHVILLE.

07

END THE INJUSTICE OF
PREDATORY POLICING AND
THE PRACTICE OF MONEY
BAIL.

WE MUST STOP THE COSTLY
CAGING OF OUR COMMUNITIES
SIMPLY BECAUSE WE CAN'T PAY
BAIL. WE NEED FREEDOM FROM
POLICE OCCUPATION OF OUR
NEIGHBORHOODS, ELECTRONIC
MONITORING AND SURVEILLANCE,
DETENTION, AND DEPORTATION.
WE NEED THE PRESUMPTION OF
INNOCENCE TO BE RETURNED TO
POOR PEOPLE. FROM COPS TO
COURTS TO CITY COUNCIL, WE
COMMIT TO HOLD OUR ELECTED
OFFICIALS ACCOUNTABLE UNTIL
WE PUT AN END TO THE POLICIES
THAT CRUSH, CAGE, AND KILL Us.

Unknown
4.4%

Pretrial released
2.7%

Money bail set
92.9%

NO. JUDICIAL MAGISTRATES SET
MONEY BAIL 93% OF THE TIME.

INVEST IN OUR
COMMUNITIES.

OUR PEOPLE NEED AFFORDABLE
AND DIGNIFIED HOUSING,
MEANINGFUL EMPLOYMENT,
COOPERATIVE BUSINESSES, PUBLIC
TRANSPORTATION, PREVENTATIVE
HEALTHCARE, AND MENTAL
HEALTH SERVICES. WE KNOW THAT
TRUE SAFETY COMES NOT FROM
INVESTING MILLIONS IN POLICE
TERROR AND CAGES, BUT FROM
COMMUNITY INVESTMENT THAT
MEETS THE BASIC NEEDS OF OUR
PEOPLE.
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JOIN US!

$707/0WN THE PRISONS.

CLOSE THE CAMPS,
UPEN THE BORDERS.
WING 0UR PEQPLE HOME.

JOIN TEAM JUSTICE! JOIN THE SQUAD!
LET'S GET FREE!

TO CONNECT WITH US OR FOR MORE INFORMATION:

CALL/TEXT (615) 669-0671
WRITE SONG NASHVILLE
P.O. BOX 22846
901 BROADWAY
NASHVILLE, TN 37202
FOLLOW @SONGNASHVILLE

WWW.SOUTHERNERSONNEWGROUND.ORG

GHELEVERY i




