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A bit of history!
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From the end of the XIXth century to 1968: The faculties are merged into 

Aix-Marseille University, chaired by the Rector of the Academy

1970-1973: Aix-Marseille Universities I, II and III are created

2007-2009: The merger of the three universities is thought through and Aix-

Marseille Universit®ôsfounding principles are adopted

December 10th, 2010: The universityôs legal status are voted

November 28th and 29th, 2011: The three councils are elected

January 1st, 2012: Aix-Marseille University is created



ÅMore than 80,000 students, including 10,000 international students

Å3,400 doctoral students, 39% of whom are from abroad (from 108 countries)

ÅA staff of 8,000, including 4,400 senior lecturers

Å18 faculties, schools or institutes

Å15 Aix-Marseille Université institutes

Å122 research structures 

including 113 research units and 9 federative research structures

Å12 doctoral schools

Å820,000 m2 net floor area for 5 campuses

ÅA budget of ú720 Millions

Å1 City of Innovation and Knowledge (CISAM)

Å1 European Civic University (CIVIS) in cooperation with 7 universities

Å1 long-term Initiative of Excellence (IDEX) project (ú26 Millionper year)

ÅOwner of nearly 90% of the property assets it occupies
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Å6 education and research fields

¼ Arts, humanities, languages and social sciences

¼ Law and political science

¼ Economics and management

¼ Health

¼ Science and technology

¼ Multidisciplinary sector (technological institute and education departement)

Å3 PIT (territorial innovation clusters)

Å6 interdisciplinary groups of thematic courses:

¼ Aeronautics

¼ Big Data

¼ Handicap

¼ Sea and maritime-related activities

¼ Tourism

¼ Aging

Å5 interdisciplinary research interests

¼ Energy 

¼ The environment

¼ Health and life sciences

¼ Advanced sciences and technologies 

¼ The humanities

Aix-Marseille Université in a nutshell 2/2
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116th in the 2020 Shanghai ranking
(+ 15 places compared to 2019)

1st Euro-Mediterranean university on the 
north bank

Best Grade in
ÅResearch Publications (absolute 

numbers & size normalised) 

ÅPublications cited in patents

ÅProfessional publications

ÅPublications with an industrial 

partner

ÅIncome from continuous professional 

development

ÅPatents awarded (absolute numbers) 

ÅInternational academic staff
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100-150th in Research Rankings

(Leiden Impact & Collaboration, NTU, 

CWUR, Essential Science Indicators)

Aix-Marseille Université in World University

Rankings

Top 100 in

ÅOceanography

ÅMathematics

ÅPhysics

ÅEarth Science 

ÅHuman Biological Sciences

20th in the world in THE University Impact ranking 

(on sustainable development)

1st french university

http://www.shanghairanking.com/index.html


Scientific Production : Evolution & Quality
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7.050 WoS Documents

60% of Web of Science (WoS) Documents in Q1

(best quartile of international journals : 3,500 journals)
Source : Web of Science & InCites

Copublications in 2019 :

57% World

35% Europe

16% in Top 10% World 

1069 Highly Cited Papers

(top world 1% last 10 years)

36 Hot Papers

(top world 0,1% last 2 years)
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Aix-Marseille Université is located in the 

south of France, 

Å 3 hours away from Paris by high

speed train.

Å less than 2 hours away from the 

main European and Mediterranean

capitals

by plane.

A metropolitan university
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A metropolitan university
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Gap

Digne-les-Bains

Avignon

Salon-de-Provence

Lambesc

Aubagne

La Ciotat

Arles

Aix-en-Provence

Marseille

Å1 academy

Å9 cities

The Provence-Alpes C¹te dôAzur Region

The third French region in terms of GDP

With more than 1.5 million people

Aix-Marseille is the 3rd largest urban area in France



5 campuses

6 academic departments

Global reach , local impact / A major metropolitan university 10

820 000 m2 net floor area
Campus 
Aix-en-Provence

Campus 
Marseille-Etoile

FS

IUT

POLYTECH

OSU-Pythéas

Campus 
Marseille-Timone

MEDECINE

PHARMA

ODONTO

EU3M

EJCAM

FS

IUT

POLYTECH

OSU-Pythéas

FSS

Campus 
Marseille-Luminy

Campus 
Marseille-Centre

ALLS
H

FS

FEG

FDSP

IMPG
T

ESPE

IUT

Salon-de-Provence

ALLS
H

FDSP

FEG

OSU - Pythéas

IUT

Arles

FEG

FSS

IUT

Gap

ESPE

IUT

Digne-les-Bains

ESPE

Avignon

FSS

FS (SATIS)

Aubagne

IUT

La Ciotat

Law and politics Department

FDSP : Faculty of law and political science
IMPGT : Institute of public management and territorial governance

Economics and management 
Department

FEG : Faculty of economics and management
IAE : Aix-Marseille graduate school of management
EJCAM : Aix-Marseille school of journalism and communication
IRT : Regional labor institute

Arts, letters, languages and 
human sciences Department

ALLSH : Faculty of arts, humanities, languages and social sciences
CFMI : Training center for music facilitators
MMSH : Mediterranean social science center

Science and technology Department

FS : Faculty of science
FSS : Faculty of sports science
OSU-Pythéas : Pythéas institute ïearth sciences and astronomy observatory
POLYTECH : Polytech Marseille

Health Department

MEDECINE : Faculty of medicine
PHARMA : Faculty of pharmacy
ODONTO : Faculty of dentistry
EU3M : Marseille Mediterranée university school of midwifery

Multidisciplinary Department

ESPE : School of teaching and education
IUT : Aix-Marseille university institute of technology 

ALLSH
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FS

FDSP

IUT

IAE
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T
IRT

MMSH

CFMI
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A research-intensive

university
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A close partnership between Aix-Marseille Université 

and major research institutions
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122 research structures 

including 113 research units

and 9 federative research
structures



Our research is interdisciplinary
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ÅImaging

ÅNanosciences

ÅSports and 

well-being

ÅBig Data 

ÅMediterranean

Space

5 Interdisciplinary and cross-sector 

research poles (PR2I)

Priorities and world-

class research

Energy

Environment 

Health and life science 

Sciences and advanced 

technologies

Humanities

ÅNuclear fusion and fission
ÅBioenergy
ÅEnergy storage
ÅEnergy efficiency
ÅEnergy transition

ÅClimatology
ÅMan/Environment interactions
ÅResources
ÅOceanology

ÅOncology
ÅImmunology
ÅNeurosciences
ÅMicrobiology and infectious diseases
ÅImaging
ÅGenetics
ÅNutrition/Cardiovascular

ÅOptics/Photonics
ÅMicroelectronics
ÅAeronautics/Spatial domain
ÅMathematics
ÅParticle physics
ÅAstronomy/Cosmology

ÅMediterranean studies
ÅDigital humanities
ÅMigrations
ÅArcheology
ÅBrain/Languages
ÅGlobalization
ÅEconomics/Public policies
ÅLaw



Our research is renowned
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ÅEuropean projects Council (ERC) Club on the 
Aix-Marseille site

H2020 Results (2014-2020) :

Å104 projects for ú66.7 Million

Å1st French university in the Health H2020 program 

Å2nd French university in amount of obtained grants

Å40 ERC projects have been funded on the Aix-Marseille 
site (Results 2014-2020)



Å Emergence and development of
world -class interdisciplinary
research

Å IMéRA has a residency program
for researchers and artists (from
3 to 12 months) and plays host
to multidisciplinary teams with
collective projects for short - term
stays

Å IMéRA is a member of the
French Network of Institutes
for Advanced Studies ( Labex
RFIEA+), the Eurias Network
and the European Network of
ñUniversityBasedòinstitutes

IMéRA: Institute for Advanced Studies

of Aix-Marseille Université
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Doctoral training
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12 doctoral schools
3,400 doctoral students
including 39% of 
international ones

700 degrees issued
every year in 79 
specialities

85 PhD programs

41disciplines

Around 800 doctoral 
students recruited
every year

Doctoral College



Research and technology transfer
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Awarding: 
arbitration and 
expert 
assessment
ÁDelegations

ÁApplied Research

Fund (FUI)

ÁPatents and 

Licences

ÁBusiness creation

ÁArbitration of 

research and 

technology

transfer projects

ÁStartups hosting

ÁContract

management

ÁLitigation

management

RESEARCH 

AND 

TECHNOLOGY 

TRANSFER 

COMMITTEE

Competitivity 

clusters and Major 

structuring programs 

(OIR)

Support to the 

regional strategy 

of innovation

Contract 

management in 

connection with 

companies

Boost and 

Licensing

Startups creation

COMPANIES

Department for 
research and 
technology transfer
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A wide range of learning

opportunities and a dynamic

student life
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A wide, multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary range 

of learning opportunities ï18 components 
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Health

Science and 
technology

Economicsand 
management

Law and politics

Arts, letters, 
languagesand 

humansciences

Multidisciplinary
sector


