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YEAR2019 WAS A YEAR OF WORLDBE CLASS MOVEMENTf the scale
and intensity not seen for decades, perhaps since the wave of
revolutionary struggles in sixties and seventies. The capitalist
normality of business as usual had been profoundly shaken by
myriads of protests, strikes, riots and in some placegven
military and police mutinies. Hundreds of thousands of angry
proletarians had taken to the streets of Chile, France, Lebanon,
Iraq, Haiti, HongKong, Iran, India, Colombia and many other
places. For many communist militants these movements pe
resented a breath of fresh air. On this momentum we were
watching riots in Sao Paulo, Recife, Rio or even subway oec
pation in New York or protests against polluting business in
Wenlou in Pearl River Deltawith a lot of anticipation that
these are the signs thathe proletarian wildfire is spreading
further and starting to engulf these huge centers of the age
mulation of Capital. New Year came and the movement was
showing no signs of losing energy. On the contrary, new gru
tions were appearing almost every week inyet another city,
OACEITTh Al O1 6ous !''T A OEATh
abruptly to halt. Or so it seemed.

We do not claim, as some do, that CoviltP pandemic as
such is a hoax or propaganda of the State, fabricated in order
to crush and silence he class movement and to rdéorge the
001 AEAT DPAARIAAOAT A1 EEG AR OG- 1
iTT AT Aiuves "OO EI DPOAAOQEA
As the Covidl9 pandemic is spreading around the world, so
are the repressive measures of th&tate against the proletariat
with massive curfews, ban on gatherings, hacking of the Smart
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recognition software behind the omnipresent CCTV cameras to
recognize faces of people wearing a medical masdealing the
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geois ideological narrative of a struggle for the common good,
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are not just doctors and nurses treating the Covid 9 patients,
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way) or media reporters bringing the new analyses and a-
ports on number of dead to the confined masses.
We also cannot claim for sure that Covid9 was delibe-
ately created in a lab as a weapon, althougheére is a long
history of military -scientific complex of the capitalist State
doing precisely that: from experiments with Syphilis in
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bonic Plague bacteria carried by watheads in Soviet Union,
and not to mention the famous Wuhan Institute of Virology
OB itd 1dbTPE) Fobe dpdci@iration mfqvhioseEi©prekisely thé A |
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fertile imagination of some conspiracy milieus, it is clear that
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ous arsenal. Most probably Covid9 originated in one of the
O wildCahimadlsOsOld b B food Grarket and mutated to human
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the conditions for spreading of infections is the very nature of
the capitalist society z centered around densely populated
urban hubs, poles of accumulation of Capital and trade links

ties and workers, including future workers (students) and
workers in a process of reproducing their labor power (tou-

borders, etc. Hand in hand with those measures comes a yeu
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mulation of misery, each such agglomeration contain ove
crowded neighborhoods, public transport vehicles, factories
and offices where production logic makes it impossible to
protect oneself, a health care system that is only designed for a
pOODPT OA 1T £ ONOEAEI U AEEQEIT Cd-x1
ern transportation we are all required to travel further, faster
and in higher numbers than any time before. And as the siad
tion in Brazil shows us, even bourgeois can spread the virus
with their leisure or business trips. Yes, everyone can pote
tially catch the virus, tis is a grain of truth in a bourgeois
DOl PACAT AEOO Z£AAT AR OEAOG 07
these billionaire bastards spread the virus to their nanny or
Bolsonaro himself on a public meeting, it will be once again
proletarian neighborhoods that it will decimate.

_Of course it is a proletarian who is once again given free
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hungry and homeless or being brutalized by repressive forces
or all of the above. But this time imposition of this teror does
not come so smoothly for Capital and its State. The pandemic
and related lockdown had initially a huge pacifying effect on
the raging proletarian movement, but at the same time it clea

ly exposed the inhumanity inherent to this society based only
on generation of profit at all human costs. We are supposed to
believe that measures imposed by the State are meant for our
protection. We are irresponsible hooligans, when we take to
the streets to oppose their law and order, when we meet to
discuss andorganize ourselves or when we are looting supe
markets, yet when we travel to work in a bus full of coughing
people or when we sit shoulder to shoulder by a conveyor belt
or by an office desk, we are somehow vaccinated by thersu
plus value that we produceThe reality is simple: it has always
AAAT ET OEA ET OAOAOO 1 £ #ADPE

order to cripple our ability to organize ourselves for class
struggle, but not when it needs us to produce commodities,
and/or to reproduce social peace ad therefore the capitalist
social relation, through the mediated cooperation. Face to face
with this fallacy, it did not take long before the lockdown
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erupt again.

In Italy, it first started with prison mutinies all around the
country when visits had been banned. At the same time, no
means of protection against the disease had been provided to
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twenty-seven prisons, with prison in Modenapractically de-
stroyed. Guards were taken hostage and some prisoners ma
aged to escape. At least seven prisoners had been murdered.
State propaganda will later shamelessly claim that their deaths
were due to drug overdose.

A /SapA afték that, a wdve oEwildcatiikesAviehtAdassthe 7 E /
country, when workers of many industrial companies inclal-
ing FIAT and Arcelor Mittal (exllva) demanded and in many
cases successfully imposed the immediate closure of the faet
ries. This was followed by strikes in supermarkets ath strikes

R OddfEdd Geliver Wokkers<dEninkdingt grofe&ive equipment and
sanitation. Trade unions first openly opposed these strikes for
undermining the economy, only to later pathetically give some
I £ OEAI OOEAEO A1l AOGOETI ¢co6 xnEAI
while in Southern ltaly, which is less affected by the actual
infection, but where curfew pittance is even smaller and food
distribution is crumbling, occasional confrontations with cops
ATA 1TTTO0ET ¢ T &£ OOPAOI AOGEAOO O
OE T OO did not eddwitEl@ly.

All around the world, prisoners are among the most e
verely impacted by this double inhuman reality of the deadly
disease and repressive measures of the State, because of the
overcrowded conditions and isolation inside the prisons.
Whatever they did to be thrown in jail, whoever they are ps-
oners are essentially proletarians persecuted by the capitalist
society for disrespecting to some of them its holiest fetish (i.e.

O Aiivatelpropeity}) hile md<h of theloihdrEabel cynidalfymEkd T A A
down for disregarding the conventional and legal process of
appropriation of desirable commodities. Generally speaking,
they are locked up for breaking the monopoly of violence
usurped by the State, after being pushed into fratricide blat
shed by the so@l contradictions and alienation inseparable
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vice versa. They were among the first who have risen up
against the new social control measures, against further ato-
ization and dehumanization and sparation from their loved
ones. Against the extraordinary high rate of Covid9 mortality
due to the disgusting and unhealthy environment they are
forced to live in. Despite the horrible State violence and the
little organized solidarity from outside, all around the world,
OEAU xAOA AiTi1¢ OEA EEOOO OI
of the lock-down and to fight the guards and special police
units, to burn down the prisons, to try to escape and reach the
comrades outside. This was also the case in ColorabiVere-
zuela, France, Argentina, USA, Brazil, Lebanon, Russia, Irar
etc. In this sense, they represented through their social peca
tice (at a specific time and under particular circumstances) a
spark of the current and upcoming class movement; theyne
bodied the driving force of our class, what our class is called
upon to do for its liberation. They have cut through the nurb-
ET ¢ AOOOAET 1 &£ OEA OPOAI EA E
to the rest of the class the naked reality we are facing and how
to fight against it.

And a surge of wildcat strikes, riots and looting is re
emerging across all the continentg in France, Cameroon, USA,
Indonesia, Kenya, Colombia, Lebanon, Venezuela, Chile, Indid

The Working Class
will not pay for this crisis!
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Although the movement is still far weaker and more sporadic
than before the pandemicz because of the repression, more
sophisticated social control or fear of contracting the disease,
the social contradictions that gave birth to the last wave are
still here and are boundto get even more extreme in the cm-
ing months.

In Lebanon as elsewhere in the world, the proletarian r&
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March to finally spill over in the form of an uprising in
Qoubbeh prison in Tripoli on Apri 8". Soon after, the streets
of many cities all around the country again filled with angry
protesters. This time, huge but largely pacifist demonstrations
that formed a big part of the 2019 movement are replaced by
smaller, but determined and violent cofrontations. The mili-
tant proletarian current that had been always present in the
movement has resurfaced and it again chooses the targets
belonging to our class enemyz burning down banks, police

A AstatidBEsd milde6y| cBeSkpdintsfaAd vihicks, BdityAthe BE T x |

permarkets, etc.
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proletariat, in its struggle against exploitation and more pe
ticularly in its struggle against the increase in the rate of»e
ploitation, is targeting through direct action the banks and
financial institutions of national and international
capitalism, this is a fundamental thing that we do
support. Now, the fact that some militant strie-
tures are developing a whole theory that comes to
personify Capital through the disgusting fae of the
bank and financial capital, and therefore to straddle
OEA xi OEET OOA 1T & AATT O,
OZET AT AEAT T1EGCAOAEUG6 AT 2
another thing and we cannot ftélow them on this
dangerous terrain whose consequence is about
diverting the proletariat from its struggle against
the very foundations of the capitalist society and
ultimately denying our communist critic on the
totality of what exists. Defnitely the proletariat is
the irreconcilable enemy of money but the latter is
nothing but an abstract form expressing the »
change value and it cannot in any way be amalg
mated with the very essence of Capital and itsos
AEAT OA1 AOGEI T 08
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struggles in times of pandemic. As we were writing
this text, the murder of George Floyd by cops in
Minneapolis has proved to be the last straw that
AOIT EA OEA AAI A1 80 AAAE
tions against State violence and misery are sprea
ing across USA, with daily riots, attacks on police
stations, an bourgeois media, looting of commod
ties, blocking of highways, etc. and had forced Do
ald Trump to hide in a bunker. With years of aac
mulated anger and the reality of crushing poverty,
cynical attitude of the government to handling of
Covid-19 pandemicand 40 millions of unemployed,
there seems to be no calming on the horizon.

To understand, what this pandemic and related
curfew means for social and economic conditions of
this society and why it is potentially a point of no
return, we have to take a litte bit closer look on the
AAPEOAI EOO

In order to realize profit a capitalist has to sell
his commodities on the market, commodities that
realize thus their value, the value that is crystalized
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within them during the process of producton. As
he has to constantly compete with other capitalists
for it, he has to try to sell his commodities cheaper
than competitor. To keep their rate of profit, they
have to constantly push lower the prodation unit
cost of the commodity. This can be doneyblower-
ETC T &£ 1AATO AT 000 j OEA
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However the wage of a worker cannot be squeezed
under the minimal level necessary to Bow him to
physically survive and also to reproduce his labor
force. The only other choice for the capitalist is to
try to increase the productivity of a worker, to
make him produce more commodities for the same
time period, or in other words to increase the rate
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capitalist can pay fewer workers to produce the
same amount of cenmodities. The amount of labor
a single worker can perform for a given time period
also cannot grow forever, but it is determined by
the physiological limits of a human body.

A capitalist can wercome this problem through
automation z through replacing as much human
labor as possible with machines. The worker then
becomes more and more just an appendage to the
machine, loading the resources and nloading fin-
ished products, controlling their quality, repairing
and maintaining the machine, etc. while the na-
chine is autoromously spitting one product after
another. This allows an indvidual capitalist to
lower the production unit price of a canmodity and
through selling more units of this commodity & a
lower price to conquer a lager part of the market
than his competitors.

This capitalist loses this advantage however, at
the moment his competitors introduce the same
technological innovations and new lower price of a
commodity becomes a new average. The only leg
cal way forward for him then is to repeat the whole
cycle. The problem is that by getting rid of workers
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and replacing them with machines, this capitalist

has decreased the ratio of living labor (which is the

only one that can be exploited to generate surplus value and
therefore a profit z i.e. workers) to dead labor (which on the
contrary requires investments to keep it runningz i.e. ma-
chines). As all factions of Capital follow the same logic, at a
certain point the average rate of profit (in a given region or
globally) drops under the level necessary for the investment to
restart this cycle. The final option, in an attempt to postpone
an inevitable crisis, is to take out a loani.e. a monetary &-
pression of the profits promised to be realized in the diture.

This brings us back to the reality of pademic, of global
lock-down and the realization of many bourgeois factions (and
their creditors) that there is no future profit waiting for them.
Not only most of then were not able to produce their con-
modities, but with many workers (who are also primary cam-
sumers of commodities in capitalism) losing their jobs now or
in a near future and with further deepening of general misery,
there will be nobody to buy them. Bankuptcies of many bus-
nesses are popping up like mushrooms after the rain and soon
the banks and insmance companies will follow.As the majoi-
ty of the world is either still under at least partial curfew, or is
waking up from it into a reality of boardedup shop-screens,
the Holy Cow of the Economy is ailing from the Foot and

Mouth Disease.

Global bourgeoisie is beginning to split into two ideological
alliances, depending on their economical and strategical inte
ests. The first one was either able to scrapmore profit from
the lock-down situation or had savings that allowed it to ten-
bl OAOEI U PT1 OOPTITA EO AT A ARO
trol to keep the proletariat off of the streets and safely under
bourgeois ideological dominance. It is aligned wiit the sectors
that can make their workers work from home over the inte-
net, that deliver the goods and services to the consumers
trapped at home or provide medical and pharmaceutical se
vices.

Of course the militaryindustrial complex also falls into this
category. Military spending is not only not decreasing during
the pandemic, but on the contrary many national factions of
the global State are investing heavily to both their social ¢6
trol capacity (further police and border guards militarization,
new spy software, etc.) and murderous capacity (fighter jets,
tanks, missiles, etc.). It is clear that this is a preparation for
repression of the anticipated class struggle or for an attempt to
hijack it and turn its participants into cannon fodder in yet
another capitalist war. With ever present competition between
USA, China and Russia as well as many smaller powers, the
peril of the global inter-bourgeois war grows every day. Esp-
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