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The School of the Americas (WHINSEC) 
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The School of the Americas 

(WHINSEC) 

The School of the Americas, (SOA), is a military academy of the United 

States Army, founded in 1946 in Panama, and that gives military training 

to soldiers and police from Latin America. Currently, it continues to 

operate in the United States, since 2001, under the name, Western 

Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation (WHINSEC). 

School of Assassins 



1946: Founded in Panama and was initially 

known as the US Armyôs Latin American 

Center ï Ground Division. 

1963: Renamed the ñSchool of the 

Americasò (SOA). 

1984: SOA moves to Fort Benning, 

Georgia, USA. 

1996: SOA training manuals become public 

in the US, they encourage the use of 

torture against detainees. 

2001: The School is renamed as the 

Western Hemisphere Institute for Security 

Cooperation (WHINSEC) 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Historical facts 

 



Do these names sound familiar?  
They were trained at the School of the Americas 

Å Efraín Vásquez y Ramírez Poveda (Venezuela) 

Å Romeo Vásquez y Luis Javier Prince Suazo (Honduras) 

Å Rafael Videla (Argentina) 

Å Hugo Banzer (Bolivia) 

Å Manuel Contreras y Miguel Krassnoff (Chile) 

Å Efraín Ríos Montt  (Guatemala) 

Å Jaime Lasprilla  (Colombia) 

Å Manuel Noriega (Panamá) 

ÅRoberto dôAubuisson (El Salvador) 

Å Vladimiro Montesinos (Perú) 



According to Amnesty International:  

 "Torturers are not born: someone educates them, trains them and supports them"   

 "Ending torture implies not only ending the trade in materials intended for that purpose, but also 

ending the trade that contributes to creating "professional torturers."ò 

  
Excerpts from the book ñAN EXECRABLE TRADE: THE TRADE OF TORTUREò by Amnesty International 

  

In 1996, the U.S. press 

reported on the Training 

Manuals, used in the 

School of the Americas, 

which covered "torture, 

blackmail, extortion and 

reward payment for dead 

enemies." 

 

Torture manuals 

 



The CIA uses Torture Manuals 
http://elpais.com/diario/2009/04/19/internacional/1240092005_850215.html 

The US government rejected the 1996 Manuals 

But Torture Manuals are still being used - Here is an Example: 

Año 2009 

         The CIA uses Torture Manuals 



Hugo Banzer and Augusto Pinochet  Augusto Pinochet and Videla 

Remember, "State Terrorism" 

would not be possible without 

the complicity of the US and 

the School of the Americas 

who have supported the 

military dictatorships of: 


