
Over 20 simultaneous protests
throughout the UK and around the

world to end immigration
detention centres
by Shut Down Detention Centres

ThousaŶds of actiǀists took part iŶ a
coordiŶated traŶsŶatioŶal day of
solidarity ǁith detaiŶees.
ϭ9Ϭ detaiŶees ǁeŶt oŶ huŶger strike iŶ
HarŵoŶdsǁorth deteŶtioŶ ceŶtre.
A ĐoalitioŶ of gƌoups fƌoŵ the UK aŶd aƌouŶd the
ǁoƌld joiŶed a ŵass siŵultaŶeous pƌotest iŶ ϭϱ
deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌes oŶ 7th May, ĐalliŶg to eŶd
iŵŵigƌatioŶ deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌes. AŶ iŶteƌŶatioŶal
ĐoalitioŶ joiŶed foƌĐes ǁith gƌoups fƌoŵ all
aƌouŶd the UK as ǁell as gƌoups fƌoŵ the US,
SpaiŶ, GƌeeĐe, The NetheƌlaŶds, GeƌŵaŶy,
SǁedeŶ, IĐelaŶd, N. IƌelaŶd, Belgiuŵ, FƌaŶĐe aŶd
Italy. IŶ the UK, thousaŶds took paƌt iŶ the pƌotest
iŶ solidaƌity ǁith the ϯϬ,ϬϬϬ adults aŶd ĐhildƌeŶ iŶ
deteŶtioŶ. Pƌotesteƌs held deŵoŶstƌatioŶs at St
PaŶĐƌas tƌaiŶ statioŶ, held Ŷoise deŵoŶstƌatioŶ iŶ
ǀaƌious deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌes, fleǁ kites so detaiŶees
ĐaŶ see theŵ ďeyoŶd the high ǁalls, daŶĐed, saŶg
soŶgs aŶd Đalled foƌ the iŵŵediate ƌelease of
those held agaiŶst theiƌ ǁill ǁithout judiĐial
oǀeƌsight, a tiŵe liŵit, oƌ adeƋuate aĐĐess to legal
suppoƌt, tƌaŶslatioŶ, aŶd healthĐaƌe.

IŶ HaƌŵoŶdsǁoƌth deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌe, ϭ9Ϭ people
aŶŶouŶĐed a huŶgeƌ stƌike aŶd ƌefused to eat
luŶĐh, aŶd ϱϬ people oĐĐupied the yaƌd iŶ pƌotest.
IŶ MoƌtoŶ Hall, deŵoŶstƌatoƌs Đaŵe to suppoƌt
FƌedƌiĐk IgďiŶedioŶ, ǁho had ďeeŶ oŶ huŶgeƌ
stƌike foƌ ϭϯ days ďy the 7th of May. IgďiŶedioŶ
has ďeeŶ liǀiŶg iŶ the UK siŶĐe ϮϬϬϰ aŶd has a ϱ
yeaƌ old soŶ heƌe. AĐĐoƌdiŶg to ƌepoƌts fƌoŵ
MoƌtoŶ Hall, he has alƌeady Đollapsed seǀeƌal
tiŵes siŶĐe staƌtiŶg his huŶgeƌ stƌike.

….CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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oƌ ďeeŶ foƌĐed to ŵigƌate. AĐtioŶs also take plaĐe iŶ
solidaƌitǇ ǁith ǁideƌ stƌuggles agaiŶst ďoƌdeƌs aŶd
ŵigƌatioŶ ĐoŶtƌols aŶd ǁith people ǁho aƌe liǀiŶg iŶ
deteŶtioŶ ǁithout ǁalls, fƌoŵ Calais to IdoŵeŶi.

This daǇ of aĐtioŶ took plaĐe diƌeĐtlǇ iŶ oƌgaŶisatioŶ
aŶd solidaƌitǇ ǁith the ǀeƌǇ people ǁho aƌe
ĐuƌƌeŶtlǇ detaiŶed, oƌ ǁho haǀe liǀed eǆpeƌieŶĐes
of deteŶtioŶ aŶd the aĐtioŶs theǇ take dailǇ to
pƌotest theiƌ iŵpƌisoŶŵeŶt aŶd depoƌtatioŶ, suĐh
as Ǉaƌd oĐĐupatioŶs, huŶgeƌ stƌikes, ƌiots, aŶd
ƌesistaŶĐe to foƌĐed ƌeŵoǀals. We ǁaŶt to let
people held iŶside deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌes kŶoǁ that
theiƌ stƌuggles aƌe Ŷot uŶheaƌd, that people oŶ the
outside aƌe listeŶiŶg aŶd ǁaŶt to Đoŵe togetheƌ iŶ
fightiŶg agaiŶst deteŶtioŶ aŶd depoƌtatioŶ.

DeŵoŶstratioŶs were held at:

MaƌĐh thƌough ĐeŶtƌal LoŶdoŶ ;UKͿ

DuŶgaǀel deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌe ;SĐotlaŶd, UKͿ

MoƌtoŶ Hall deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌe ;LiŶĐolŶ, UKͿ

Yaƌl’s Wood deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌe ;Bedfoƌdshiƌe, UKͿ

Cedaƌs deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌe ;West Susseǆ, UKͿ

Caŵpsfield deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌe ;Oǆfoƌdshiƌe, UKͿ

Bƌook House deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌe ;GatǁiĐk, UKͿ

TiŶsleǇ House deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌe ;GatǁiĐk, UKͿ

HaƌŵoŶdsǁoƌth deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌe ;Middleseǆ, UKͿ

ColŶďƌook deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌe ;Middleseǆ, UKͿ

The VeƌŶe deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌe ;Doƌset, UKͿ

LaƌŶe House ;NoƌtheƌŶ IƌelaŶd, UKͿ

DeteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌe Ŷeaƌ SĐhiphol Aiƌpoƌt ;The
NetheƌlaŶdsͿ

ReǇkjaǀik ;IĐelaŶdͿ

ϭϮ7 ďis deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌe ;SteeŶokkeƌzeel, BelgiuŵͿ

CoƋuelles deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌe ;Ŷeaƌ Calais, FƌaŶĐeͿ

Mäƌsta deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌe ;SǁedeŶͿ

LaƌŶe House ;Belfast, N. IƌelaŶdͿ

BƌeŶŶeƌo ;ItalǇͿ

PaƌeŶesti ;GƌeeĐeͿ

EǆhiďitioŶ at eǆ-deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌe ;FƌaŶkfuƌt,
GeƌŵaŶǇͿ

TaĐoŵa aŶd LǇŶdeŶ deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌes ;USͿ

A ŵotheƌ of a past detaiŶee iŶ MoƌtoŶ Hall spoke at
the deŵoŶstƌatioŶ aŶd said: ͞MǇ soŶ ǁas detaiŶed
fouƌ tiŵes. He ǁas aďused Ƌuite a lot. We aƌe heƌe
todaǇ ďeĐause ǁe thiŶk that the ǁaǇ ouƌ asǇluŵ
seekeƌs aƌe tƌeated is iŶhuŵaŶe, is ǁƌoŶg aŶd is
degƌadiŶg͟. People iŶside ǀaƌious deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌes
ƌepoƌted that this shoǁ of solidaƌitǇ ŵeaŶt a lot to
theŵ, aŶd iŶ ŵaŶǇ deŵoŶstƌatioŶs detaiŶees ǁeƌe
aŶsǁeƌiŶg the pƌotest ǁith theiƌ oǁŶ ĐhaŶtiŶg iŶ
Đall foƌ fƌeedoŵ.
Away froŵ the puďliĐ eye: self-harŵ, aďuse aŶd
trauŵa
EǀeƌǇ Ǉeaƌ, oǀeƌ ϯϬ,ϬϬϬ people - iŶĐludiŶg ĐhildƌeŶ -
aƌe detaiŶed iŶ high-seĐuƌitǇ pƌisoŶs ǁithout
adeƋuate aĐĐess to legal adǀiĐe, aŶd ǁith pooƌ to
ŶoŶ-eǆisteŶt health Đaƌe pƌoǀisioŶ. DeteŶtioŶ
ĐeŶtƌes ƌaƌelǇ gaƌŶeƌ ŵedia atteŶtioŶ: jouƌŶalists
aƌe Ŷot peƌŵitted to ǀisit people iŶ deteŶtioŶ, aŶd
people detaiŶed haǀe liŵited iŶteƌŶet aĐĐess, aŶd
Ŷo aĐĐess to Đaŵeƌas, ŵakiŶg pƌiŵaƌǇ souƌĐe
ŵateƌials ŶeaƌlǇ iŵpossiďle to oďtaiŶ. Hoǁeǀeƌ,
ƌeseaƌĐh ƌeǀeals the tough ĐoŶditioŶs:
● Ϯ,ϮϯϬ atteŵpted suiĐides iŶ UK deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌes

siŶĐe ϮϬϬϳ
● Ϯϲ deaths aĐƌoss UK deteŶtioŶ siŶĐe ϭϵϴϵ
● PhǇsiĐal aŶd seǆual aďuse ďǇ staff
● BullǇiŶg of LGBT detaiŶees
● IŶĐƌease ƌisk foƌ PT“D aŶd ŵeŶtal health

disaďilitǇ, paƌtiĐulaƌlǇ foƌ people ǁho suffeƌed
peƌseĐutioŶ iŶ the past.

● PƌegŶaŶt ǁoŵeŶ, ĐhildƌeŶ, aŶd suƌǀiǀoƌs of
toƌtuƌe aƌe detaiŶed agaiŶst the Hoŵe OffiĐe
guideliŶes

IŶ the UK, a gƌoǁiŶg Ŷuŵďeƌ of deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌes
aƌe ƌuŶ ďǇ pƌiǀate ĐoŵpaŶies suĐh as Gϰ“, “eƌĐo,
aŶd GEO, ǁho pƌofit fƌoŵ the iŵpƌisoŶŵeŶt of
people ĐoŶsideƌed to ďe ͞illegal͟ ďǇ goǀeƌŶŵeŶts.
“oŵe detaiŶees peƌfoƌŵ keǇ ŵaiŶteŶaŶĐe joďs iŶ
the deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌes foƌ ŵeƌelǇ foƌ £ϭ peƌ houƌ,
ŵakiŶg the ƌuŶŶiŶg of the plaĐes ŵoƌe pƌofitaďle
foƌ ĐoŵpaŶies. TodaǇ a laƌge ĐoalitioŶ of
oƌgaŶisatioŶs deŵaŶds to stop this eǆploitatiǀe
pƌaĐtiĐe.
MaǇ ϳth ǁas paƌt of a ǁideƌ tƌaŶsŶatioŶal ĐaŵpaigŶ
to shut doǁŶ deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌes aŶd eŶd the sǇsteŵ
of iŵŵigƌatioŶ deteŶtioŶ that ĐƌiŵiŶalises aŶd
iŵpƌisoŶs people siŵplǇ ďeĐause theǇ haǀe ĐhoseŶ



Editorial
The ͚ŵigƌaŶt Đƌisis͛, the ƌefeƌeŶduŵ aďout ǁithdƌaǁiŶg fƌoŵ the EU, aŶd ŵaŶǇ

ĐoŶfliĐts past aŶd pƌeseŶt aƌe all aďout aƌtifiĐial liŶes that diǀide gƌoups of people.
These ďoƌdeƌs aƌe ďoth phǇsiĐal - Ǉou aƌe Ŷot alloǁed to Đƌoss fƌoŵ oŶe pieĐe of
laŶd to aŶotheƌ - aŶd ŵeŶtal aŶd iŵagiŶaƌǇ - the idea that people oŶ oŶe side of
the liŶe aƌe fuŶdaŵeŶtallǇ diffeƌeŶt fƌoŵ those oŶ the otheƌ side. IŶ this issue of
‘esistaŶĐe ǁe foĐus oŶ the ďoƌdeƌs ďetǁeeŶ ŶatioŶ states. GoǀeƌŶŵeŶts haǀe
ĐoŶtƌol oǀeƌ a paƌtiĐulaƌ patĐh of laŶd that is peƌĐeiǀed to haǀe soŵe kiŶd of

ĐoŵŵoŶ soĐial aŶd Đultuƌal ideŶtitǇ. The faĐt that huŵaŶs haǀe ďeeŶ ŵigƌaŶts
aƌouŶd the gloďe foƌ thousaŶds of Ǉeaƌs seeŵs to ďe foƌgotteŶ as the ŶatioŶ

Đƌeates this illusioŶ of saŵeŶess iŶ a gƌoup of people that liǀe ǁithiŶ its ďoƌdeƌs.
The state ĐeƌtaiŶlǇ doesŶ͛t tƌeat all those people ǁith eƋual ƌespeĐt!

As aŶaƌĐhists ǁe ƌejeĐt all ďoƌdeƌs eǆĐept the ďoƌdeƌ ďetǁeeŶ the ǀast ŵajoƌitǇ of
the ǁoƌld͛s populatioŶ aŶd the ƌuliŶg Đlass - the ďosses, the ďaŶkeƌs, the pƌopeƌtǇ
deǀelopeƌs aŶd all those ǁith the ǁealth aŶd poǁeƌ to eǆploit aŶd oppƌess us. The
ƌuliŶg Đlass doesŶ͛t ƌespeĐt the ďouŶdaƌies that theǇ iŵpose oŶ us: ŵoŶeǇ goes all
oǀeƌ the ǁoƌld foƌ speĐulatioŶ aŶd taǆ eǀasioŶ, ĐoƌpoƌatioŶs ŵoǀe pƌoduĐtioŶ fƌoŵ

oŶe ĐouŶtƌǇ to aŶotheƌ iŶ seaƌĐh of the loǁest ǁages, aŶd shops aƌe filled ǁith
pƌoduĐts ŵade oŶ the otheƌ side of the ǁoƌld. IŶside the ŶatioŶ, theǇ haǀe eƌeĐted
ďoƌdeƌs oŶ ouƌ laŶd, eǆĐludiŶg us fƌoŵ ŵoƌe aŶd ŵoƌe plaĐes. LaŶd has loŶg ďeeŶ
laƌgelǇ pƌiǀatelǇ oǁŶed iŶ the ĐouŶtƌǇside, ǀast HighlaŶd estates, foƌ eǆaŵple, aŶd

agƌiĐultuƌe. But iŶĐƌeasiŶglǇ iŶ the Đities, laŶd is ďeiŶg pƌiǀatised aŶd effeĐtiǀelǇ
eǆĐludiŶg aŶǇoŶe ǁho isŶ͛t ǁoƌkiŶg oƌ speŶdiŶg ŵoŶeǇ.

IŶ this issue of ‘esistaŶĐe, ǁe look at the fightďaĐk agaiŶst ďoƌdeƌs aŶd the ǁaǇs iŶ
ǁhiĐh people aƌe ĐƌeatiŶg a spiƌit of iŶteƌŶatioŶalisŵ aŶd uŶitǇ ďetǁeeŶ the

ǁoƌkiŶg Đlass agaiŶst the ƌuliŶg Đlass.
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This daǇ of pƌotest has ďeeŶ Đalled foƌ aŶd
suppoƌted ďǇ gƌoups aĐƌoss ďoƌdeƌs:
MoǀeŵeŶt for JustiĐe, Leeds No Borders, We Will
Rise, The UŶitǇ CeŶtre, No Borders IĐelaŶd, SOAS
DetaiŶee Support, BlaĐk WoŵeŶ’s Rape AĐtioŶ
ProjeĐt, BrightoŶ MigraŶt SolidaritǇ, CaŵpaigŶ to
Close Caŵpsfield, MaŶĐhester MigraŶt SolidaritǇ,
AŶarĐhist Group of Aŵsterdaŵ, No Borders Susseǆ,
MigraŶt SolidaritǇ Group of HuŶgarǇ, GettiŶg The
VoiĐe Out, Faites Votre Jeu!, No Borders FraŶkfurt,
No OŶe Is Illegal StoĐkholŵ, BorderliŶe-Europe,
Calais MigraŶt SolidaritǇ, AŶti Raids Netǁork, No
Borders WoŵeŶ aŶd NoŶ-ďiŶarǇ folk, Shake! –
YouŶg VoiĐes iŶ Arts, Media, RaĐe & Poǁer,

DetaiŶed VoiĐes, Close the VerŶe, Shut DoǁŶ
MortoŶ Hall, South Yorkshire MigratioŶ aŶd AsǇluŵ
AĐtioŶ Group, Barďed Wire BritaiŶ, MigraŶt Rights
Netǁork, Right to ReŵaiŶ, LesďiaŶs aŶd GaǇs
Support the MigraŶts, No DeportatioŶs-ResideŶĐe
Papers for All, WelĐoŵe to HuŶgarǇ, SOS RaĐisŵo
Madrid, AktioŶ Mot DeportatioŶ, All AfriĐaŶ
WoŵeŶ’s Group, PaǇdaǇ, WoŵeŶ AgaiŶst Rape,
WoŵeŶ of Colour iŶ Gloďal WoŵeŶ’s Strike Fight
RaĐisŵ Fight Iŵperialisŵ EdiŶďurgh MigraŶts
SolidaritǇ Netǁork Aďďattere Le FroŶtiere

Foƌ stoƌies, eǆpeƌieŶĐes, aŶd deŵaŶds ďǇ people
held iŶ UK deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌes:
http://detaiŶedvoices.coŵ
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Fighting Fascism and Racism from Dulwich to Dunkirk

theiƌ side of the seƌǀiĐe statioŶ eŶĐouŶteƌ ǁeƌe
pƌoĐessed ƋuiĐkly aŶd seŶt oŶ theiƌ ǁay.
Sadly, this ŵeaŶ the fasĐists ǁeƌe siŵply
outŶuŵďeƌed ƌatheƌ thaŶ ǀastly outŶuŵďeƌed iŶ
Doǀeƌ. Although soŵe fasĐists haǀe siŶĐe deĐlaƌed the
day a ǀiĐtoƌy the ŵaiŶ outĐoŵe has ďeeŶ a puďliĐ
uŶŵaskiŶg of these gƌoups- ǀideos of theŵ
peƌfoƌŵiŶg Nazi salutes aŶd shoutiŶg ͚Seig Heil͛ did
the ƌouŶds of the eǀeŶiŶg Ŷeǁs aŶd ĐeƌtaiŶly did Ŷot
play ǁell ǁith Doǀeƌ loĐals oŶ the day. With gƌoǁiŶg
aŶti-iŵŵigƌatioŶ ƌhetoƌiĐ iŶ the pƌess it is ǁoƌƌyiŶg
that these gƌoups feel ĐoŶfideŶt to ďoth espouse a
Nazi ideology aŶd to do this opeŶly iŶ puďliĐ.
AŶti-fasĐist gƌoups ǁeƌe agaiŶ iŶ aĐtioŶ oŶ 2Ŷd Apƌil
as 60 Ŷeo-Ŷazis ŵade the ƌetuƌŶs tƌip to Doǀeƌ to
shout ŵisguided ǀieǁs aďout ͚theŵ iŵŵigƌaŶts͛ to
theiƌ oŶly audieŶĐe, a tƌiple liŶe of poliĐe, ǁhiĐh ǁas
also the oŶly thiŶg stoppiŶg theŵ fƌoŵ ďeiŶg pulled
apaƌt ďy 600 aŶtifasĐists. Doǀeƌ has Ŷoǁ ďeĐoŵe a
ǁaƌ of attƌitioŶ ďetǁeeŶ the South East AlliaŶĐe͛s
uŶity pƌojeĐt of Ŷeo-Ŷazis agaiŶst ǀaƌious aŶti-fasĐist
gƌoups. As eaĐh Ŷeǁ pƌotest has ďeeŶ Đalled, the
fasĐist Ŷuŵďeƌs haǀe deĐƌeased as they ƌealise they
haǀe little loĐal suppoƌt aŶd ĐaŶ oŶly ŵaƌĐh ǁheŶ
poliĐe iŶteƌǀeŶe.
The day ǁas heaǀily poliĐed fƌoŵ the ďegiŶŶiŶg,
ŵeaŶiŶg aŶy ĐoŶfƌoŶtatioŶs ǁeƌe likely to ďe ŵiŶiŵal
despite the ŵaŶy oŶliŶe thƌeats ŵade ďy the fasĐists.
IŶstead, KA‘N ŵaƌĐhed thƌough the ĐeŶtƌe of toǁŶ to
the doĐks ǁheƌe thƌee Đaƌs ǁeƌe seŶt full of aid foƌ
the ƌefugee Đaŵps iŶ Calais aŶd DuŶkiƌk. OŶĐe the
Đaƌs had ďeeŶ seeŶ off, aŶti-fasĐists ďloĐked the ƌoad

OŶ ϯ0th JaŶuary KeŶt AŶti-RaĐisŵ Netǁork
orgaŶised oppositioŶ to a Ŷeo-Nazi aŶti-iŵŵigratioŶ
rally iŶ Doǀer, the third suĐh protest iŶ the toǁŶ iŶ
reĐeŶt ŵoŶths. A Ŷuŵďer of far-right, fasĐist aŶd
Ŷeo-Nazi groups iŶĐludiŶg NatioŶal AĐtioŶ, NatioŶal
FroŶt, the EDL aŶd assorted OdiŶ-ǁorshippiŶg ǁhite
supreŵaĐists Đaŵe together to driŶk lager oŶ the
streets aŶd aĐt out their DaŶŶy Dyer, Footďall
FaĐtory faŶtasies.
Although disĐeƌŶiŶg a ĐoheƌeŶt ideology fƌoŵ these
gƌoups is diffiĐult, ǁhat is Đleaƌ is that theƌe is a
gƌoǁiŶg ĐuƌƌeŶt of Đo-opeƌatioŶ ďetǁeeŶ fasĐist
gƌoups aŶd this is ŵaŶifestiŶg itself iŶ aŶ iŶĐƌeased
stƌeet pƌeseŶĐe as ǁell as attaĐks agaiŶst
͚iŵŵigƌaŶts͛. OŶ the saŵe day as the Doǀeƌ pƌotest a
faƌ-ƌight gƌoup iŶ StoĐkholŵ attaĐked aŶyoŶe Ŷot
ǁhite ǁhilst giǀiŶg out aŶti-iŵŵigƌatioŶ leaflets aŶd
theƌe has siŶĐe ďeeŶ a siŵilaƌ Đase iŶ MaŶĐhesteƌ as
ǁell as ĐoŶtiŶued attaĐks agaiŶst iŵŵigƌatioŶ ĐeŶtƌes
iŶ GeƌŵaŶy.

IŶ Doǀeƌ KeŶt A‘N ŵaŶaged to oƌgaŶise a stƌoŶg
oppositioŶ oŶ the stƌeets ǁith ďaĐkiŶg fƌoŵ BƌightoŶ
aŶd LoŶdoŶ aŶtifasĐists, as ǁell as ŵaŶy otheƌ gƌoups
fƌoŵ aĐƌoss the ĐouŶtƌy. OppositioŶ oŶ the day ǁas
haŵpeƌed afteƌ aƌouŶd 200 aŶtifasĐists ǁeƌe detaiŶed
ďy poliĐe iŶ a seƌǀiĐe statioŶ Ŷeaƌ Doǀeƌ afteƌ ĐoaĐhes
fƌoŵ opposiŶg gƌoups aĐĐideŶtally ƌaŶ iŶto eaĐh
otheƌ. IŶ oƌdeƌ to faĐilitate the fasĐist͛s ŵaƌĐh, KeŶt
poliĐe detaiŶed aŶtifasĐists foƌ fiǀe houƌs ǁhilst
ƌefusiŶg to speĐify ǁhiĐh poǁeƌs of deteŶtioŶ they
ǁeƌe usiŶg foƌ ŵost of this tiŵe. OŶĐe agaiŶ the
poliĐe shoǁed faǀouƌitisŵ toǁaƌds the faƌ-ƌight as
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AŶyoŶe ǁatĐhiŶg the Ŷeǁs oǀer the last feǁ ŵoŶths
ǁill haǀe heard aďout the ͚ŵigraŶt Đrisis͛ that͛s
appareŶtly plaguiŶg Europe.  It͛s spokeŶ aďout iŶ
ŵuĐh the saŵe terŵs as sǁiŶe flu ǁas a feǁ years
ago.  ‘ight ǁiŶg aŶd fasĐist respoŶses are
prediĐtaďle: ďut these groups͛ respoŶses are
ŵurderous, daŶgerous, aŶd uŶfortuŶately ofteŶ held
ďy those iŶ poǁer.  The ĐritiĐal daŶger of this right
ǁiŶg, raĐist respoŶse should Ŷot ďe uŶderestiŵated.

But it͛s iŵportaŶt Ŷot to igŶore the issues ǁith the
left-ǁiŶg, liďeral respoŶse.  The ͚ŵigraŶt Đrisis͛ is a
Đrisis of people that Ŷeed our help, theǇ ĐrǇ.  We Ŷeed
to help people iŶ this ͚ŵigraŶt Đrisis͛ out of our oǁŶ
kiŶdŶess aŶd geŶerositǇ ǁith ǁhat is ours, ďǇ
proǀidiŶg Đharitaďle support to the areas ŵost
affeĐted ďǇ the ͚ŵigraŶt Đrisis͛.

It ĐaŶ seeŵ straŶge to haǀe a proďleŵ ǁith this -
ĐharitǇ aŶd kiŶdŶess souŶd good, aŶd this ŵight ďe a
useful respoŶse to the ŵigraŶt Đrisis.

EǆĐept, of Đourse, that there is Ŷo ŵigraŶt Đrisis.

Capitalisŵ is the Đrisis.  Capitalisŵ is either haǀiŶg a
Đrisis, or is iŶ faĐt ĐoŶstruĐted oŶ a series of Đrises that
just luŵďer froŵ eĐoŶoŵiĐ seĐtor to eĐoŶoŵiĐ seĐtor,
destroǇiŶg those uŶluĐkǇ eŶough to get iŶ the ǁaǇ,
aŶd totallǇ iŶeǀitaďle iŶ order to ŵaiŶtaiŶ the sǇsteŵ.

for a Ŷuŵďer of hours to stop the fasĐist ŵarĐh. The
poliĐe ǁere deterŵiŶed to let the Nazis through aŶd
so ďegaŶ ŵakiŶg arrests at raŶdoŵ froŵ the Đroǁd
aŶd ďrought iŶ horses to push protesters to oŶe side.
A Ŷuŵďer of poliĐe ǁere also ǁitŶessed puŶĐhiŶg
aŶti-fasĐists to trǇ aŶd proǀoke arrests aŶd justifǇ
their Ŷuŵďers. EǀeŶtuallǇ, the fasĐists aŶd their poliĐe
esĐort ŵaŶaged to driďďle past. To Đall it a sorrǇ sight
ǁould ďe aŶ uŶderstateŵeŶt. Hoǁ the poliĐe ĐaŶ
defeŶd the aŵouŶt of ŵoŶeǇ speŶt aŶd
iŶĐoŶǀeŶieŶĐe to traffiĐ to alloǁ this sŵall ďaŶd of
idiots to ŵarĐh is uŶĐlear.
What should ďe reŵeŵďered, hoǁeǀer, is the threat
that these people ĐaŶ pose. Although their Ŷuŵďers
haǀe ďeeŶ dǁiŶdliŶg at reĐeŶt Doǀer protests, there is
ĐurreŶtlǇ a resurgeŶĐe of far-right aĐtiǀitǇ aŶd
aĐĐoŵpaŶǇiŶg street ǀioleŶĐe aŶd threats. DireĐt
oppositioŶ is Ŷeeded aŶd ďoth KA‘N aŶd the AŶti-
FasĐist Netǁork proǀided aŵaziŶg orgaŶisatioŶ ďoth
oŶ the daǇ aŶd iŶ helpiŶg arrestees oŶĐe theǇ͛d ďeeŶ
released. IŶterŶatioŶal solidaritǇ ǁas also ǁell
reĐeiǀed as Nord Pas de Calais aŶti-fasĐists ŵade the

trip oǀer the ĐhaŶŶel.

OpposiŶg the far-right does Ŷot just oĐĐur oŶ the
streets aŶd ŵeŵďers of the AŶarĐhist FederatioŶ haǀe
ďeeŶ iŶǀolǀed iŶ fuŶdraisers, prisoŶers support,
orgaŶisatioŶ aŶd arguiŶg agaiŶst their raĐist ideologǇ
iŶ priŶt aŶd at puďliĐ ŵeetiŶgs. UltiŵatelǇ, hoǁeǀer,
ǁhilst theǇ ĐoŶtiŶue to haǀe a ǀioleŶt street preseŶĐe
ǁe ǁill Ŷeed to ĐouŶter this.

MeaŶǁhile, aǁaǇ froŵ the dreaŵlaŶd the Ŷeo-Ŷazis
liǀe iŶ, the refugee Đrisis ĐoŶtiŶues. The AŶarĐhist
FederatioŶ has ďeeŶ orgaŶisiŶg aid ĐolleĐtioŶs aŶd
deliǀeriŶg theŵ to the distriďutioŶ ĐeŶtre iŶ Calais aŶd
ǁill ĐoŶtiŶue this support as loŶg as ŶeĐessarǇ. The
people liǀiŶg iŶ the Đaŵps haǀe short-terŵ Ŷeeds for
teŶts, sleepiŶg ďags aŶd ǁaterproofs ďut also iŶ the
loŶg-terŵ, reĐogŶitioŶ that theǇ are Ŷot illegal or
͚saŶs-papiers͛ ďut people iŶ desperate Ŷeed.

To get iŶǀolǀed or fiŶd out ŵore, ǀisit:
www.dulwich2duŶkirk.wordpress.coŵ

Tǁitter: @dulwich2duŶkirk

Either ǁaǇ, people displaĐed ďǇ this Đrisis are Ŷot the
proďleŵ.

AŶd ǁhilst the solutioŶ isŶ͛t segregatioŶ, death aŶd
ďigger ǁalls, it isŶ͛t ĐharitǇ either.  All the teŶts aŶd
ďlaŶkets iŶ the ǁorld ǁoŶ͛t ĐhaŶge the situatioŶ, aŶd
it͛s iŵportaŶt to reŵeŵďer the ǁealth of riĐher
ĐouŶtries is Ŷot there ďǇ rights, ďut ďǇ theft aŶd
oppressioŶ.  You ĐaŶ͛t ĐharitaďlǇ giǀe ǁhat Ǉou stole
iŶ the first plaĐe.  Where people are driǀeŶ to
desperate liǀiŶg ĐoŶditioŶs, it͛s iŶǀaluaďle to ŵake
thiŶgs ďearaďle aŶd it ĐaŶ saǀe liǀes.  No oŶe is
suggestiŶg ǁe leaǀe people to suffer.  But Ŷo oŶe
ǁould ďe iŶ that situatioŶ if ǁe all had the saŵe
freedoŵ of ŵoǀeŵeŶt - people Ŷeed papers aŶd the
right to liǀe aŶd ǁork.

We - The UŶitǇ CeŶtre - are a No Borders aŶd ŶoŶ-
hierarĐhiĐal ĐolleĐtiǀe ruŶ ĐoŵpletelǇ ďǇ uŶpaid
ǀoluŶteers iŶ Glasgoǁ.  The ĐolleĐtiǀe is a ŵiǆ of
people ǁith papers aŶd people struggliŶg for their
oǁŶ.  UŶitǇ ďegaŶ 9 Ǉears ago, ďorŶ out of the
ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ resistaŶĐe to daǁŶ raids that ǁere takiŶg
plaĐe. We orgaŶise out of a sŵall offiĐe rouŶd the
ĐorŶer froŵ the loĐal Hoŵe OffiĐe, ϱ daǇs a ǁeek,
ǁith a 2ϰhr phoŶe-liŶe, aŶd little resourĐes or ŵoŶeǇ.
We ǁork to proǀide uŶĐoŶditioŶal praĐtiĐal aŶd

.....CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

The Unity Centre
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Solidarity deŵoŶstrators froŵ rouŶd SĐotlaŶd ǁoŶ
aŶ iŵportaŶt ǀiĐtory at EdiŶďurgh’s High Riggs
joďĐeŶtre oŶ 14th MarĐh. The ǁelfare rights ǁorker
froŵ ECAP-affiliated EdiŶďurgh ClaiŵaŶts
suĐĐessfully aĐĐoŵpaŶied the joďseeker to his
appoiŶtŵeŶt, as the DWP aŶd G4S seĐurity ďaĐked
doǁŶ froŵ their preǀious atteŵpt to deŶy this right.
EdiŶďuƌgh CoalitioŶ AgaiŶst Poǀeƌty Đalled the deŵo
afteƌ Gϰ“ seĐuƌity guaƌds attaĐked the saŵe ǁelfaƌe
ƌights ƌep as he aĐĐoŵpaŶied the saŵe J“A ĐlaiŵaŶt
at High ‘iggs oŶ Ϯ9th Feďƌuaƌy. Totally floutiŶg the
DWP͛s oǁŶ ƌules, the Gϰ“ guaƌds deŶied the ĐlaiŵaŶt
his ďasiĐ huŵaŶ ƌight to ďe aĐĐoŵpaŶied ďy ǁhoeǀeƌ
he ǁishes.
AƌouŶd ϱϬ deŵoŶstƌatoƌs aŶsǁeƌed the Đall aŶd
Đƌoǁded ƌouŶd the joďĐeŶtƌe eŶtƌaŶĐe oŶ the ϭϰth.
Aleƌted thƌough the AĐtioŶ AgaiŶst Austeƌity aŶd
otheƌ Ŷetǁoƌks, gƌoups aŶd iŶdiǀiduals fƌoŵ DuŶdee,
Foƌfaƌ, Glasgoǁ, GƌeeŶoĐk aŶd “tiƌliŶg joiŶed ECAP
aŶd otheƌ loĐals fƌoŵ EdiŶďuƌgh aŶd LothiaŶs.
Castleŵilk AgaiŶst Austeƌity, DuŶdee AgaiŶst
Austeƌity, Glasgoǁ AŶaƌĐhist ColleĐtiǀe, “Đottish
UŶeŵployed Woƌkeƌs Netǁoƌk, aŶd “tiƌliŶg AŶaƌĐhists
ǁeƌe aŵoŶg those pƌeseŶt. The ‘hythŵs of

eŵotioŶal suppoƌt to people seekiŶg asyluŵ,
ƌefugees, aŶd all ŵigƌaŶts affeĐted ďy the ƌaĐist aŶd
ďƌutally oppƌessiǀe ďoƌdeƌ aŶd iŵŵigƌatioŶ ĐoŶtƌols
that opeƌate iŶ the UK aŶd aĐƌoss the ǁoƌld. We
ďelieǀe iŶ aŶd tƌy to eŶaĐt solidaƌity, Ŷot Đhaƌity.  This
is Ŷot ŶeĐessaƌily easy oƌ siŵple, ďut ǁe ďelieǀe ǁe
should ďe fightiŶg to ĐhaŶge fuŶdaŵeŶtal iŶjustiĐe,
Ŷot just ďaŶdage ǁouŶds.  We aiŵ to eŶaďle people
to Ŷaǀigate the systeŵ hoǁ they ǁaŶt, aŶd to ďe
eŵpoǁeƌed to ŵake theiƌ oǁŶ ĐhoiĐes.
We suppoƌt people iŶside aŶd outside of deteŶtioŶ.
‘eĐeŶtly the ĐoŶtiŶual pƌiǀatisatioŶ aŶd fuŶdiŶg Đuts
of ϯƌd seĐtoƌ Đhaƌities ǁoƌkiŶg iŶ asyluŵ aŶd
ŵigƌatioŶ ŵeaŶ that ǁe aƌe iŶĐƌeasiŶgly suppoƌtiŶg
people ǁith housiŶg aŶd destitutioŶ issues, uŶaďle to
giǀe the ŵost tiŵe aŶd eŶeƌgy to suppoƌtiŶg people iŶ
deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌes ǁho aƌe due to ďe ƌeŵoǀed fƌoŵ
the UK.
Theƌe aƌe also a feǁ ĐaŵpaigŶs ǁe͛ƌe ǁoƌkiŶg oŶ at
the ŵoŵeŶt: ĐhalleŶgiŶg the legitiŵaĐy of Đhaƌteƌ
flights ǁhiĐh foƌĐiďly ƌeŵoǀe high Ŷuŵďeƌs of
ƌejeĐted ƌefugees aŶd ŵigƌaŶts to speĐifiĐ ĐouŶtƌies
eŶ ŵasse. We͛ƌe ĐaŵpaigŶiŶg to ďƌiŶg atteŶtioŶ to
ĐƌiŵiŶal depoƌtatioŶs: the ƌaĐist douďle puŶishŵeŶt
ǁhiĐh taƌgets ĐeƌtaiŶ gƌoups ǁith depoƌtatioŶ,
ƌegaƌdless of the Ŷuŵďeƌ of yeaƌs they'ǀe liǀed iŶ the

UK aŶd the life they͛ǀe ďuilt up.  A ͞foƌeigŶ ĐƌiŵiŶal͟
fiƌst seƌǀes theiƌ full pƌisoŶ seŶteŶĐe, aŶd is theŶ -
uŶlike Bƌitish ŶatioŶals - detaiŶed iŶ iŵŵigƌatioŶ
deteŶtioŶ aŶd suďseƋueŶtly depoƌted to theiƌ
͞ĐouŶtƌy of oƌigiŶ͟. We͛ƌe also lookiŶg to ĐhalleŶge
the ͚depoƌt Ŷoǁ, appeal lateƌ͛ poliĐy of the Hoŵe
OffiĐe, ǁhiĐh diĐtates that those seekiŶg to appeal a
deĐisioŶ ŵade ďy the Hoŵe OffiĐe ŵust ŵake the
appeal fƌoŵ the ĐouŶtƌy they aƌe fiƌst depoƌted to.
CuƌƌeŶtly this is oŶly appliĐaďle to ĐƌiŵiŶal
depoƌtatioŶs, ďut the Toƌies haǀe pledged to suďjeĐt
all iŵŵigƌatioŶ appeals to this uŶjust logiĐ.
UŶity also ƌuŶs peeƌ suppoƌt gƌoups foƌ asyluŵ
seekeƌs aŶd ƌefugees: oŶe foƌ ǁoŵeŶ, aŶd the otheƌ
foƌ LGBTQ folk, to eŵpoǁeƌ aŶd suppoƌt eaĐh otheƌ
thƌough the pƌoĐess.  We haǀe liŶks ǁith lots of otheƌ
oƌgaŶisatioŶs iŶ Glasgoǁ ;iŶĐludiŶg seǀeƌal Đhaƌities
ǁho aƌe aĐtually ǀeƌy ŶiĐe people!Ϳ, aŶd aƌe sisteƌed
ǁith the GoǀaŶ CoŵŵuŶity Bike Woƌkshop that
pƌoǀides fƌee oƌ Đheap ǁoƌk oŶ ďikes foƌ the loĐal
ĐoŵŵuŶity.
If you oƌ aŶyoŶe you kŶoǁ ǁould ďe iŶteƌested iŶ
gettiŶg iŶǀolǀed, get iŶ touĐh.  FiŶd us oŶ faĐeďook oƌ
www.unitycentreglasgow.org.  If you ĐaŶ suppoƌt us
fiŶaŶĐially - thaŶk you!  We ƌuŶ oŶ shoestƌiŶgs, luĐk,
aŶd doŶatioŶs.  We Ŷeed all the help ǁe ĐaŶ get.

Edinburgh Coalition Against Poverty
‘esistaŶĐe saŵďa ďaŶd gaǀe a ŵusiĐal
aĐĐoŵpaŶiŵeŶt to the aŶgƌy ĐhaŶts.... ADVOCACY I“
NOT A C‘IME.... Gϰ“ NA)I “WINE.... ID“ - ‘OT IN
HELL....
EŵeƌgiŶg fƌoŵ the joďĐeŶtƌe, ǁelfaƌe ƌights ǁoƌkeƌ
Boď spoke to the Đƌoǁd. He ƌeǀealed that uŶlike the
Ϯ9th Feďƌuaƌy theƌe had ďeeŶ Ŷo atteŵpt ďy the
seĐuƌity guaƌds to stop hiŵ - though the DWP still
ŵade spuƌious deŵaŶds he shoǁ ID, ǁhiĐh he
suĐĐessfully deĐliŶed to do. “igŶifiĐaŶtly, the DWP
iŶteƌǀieǁeƌ͛s attitude ǁas positiǀely tƌaŶsfoƌŵed
fƌoŵ the usual ďullyiŶg aŶd haƌassŵeŶt to ǁhiĐh the
ĐlaiŵaŶt has ďeeŶ ƌegulaƌly suďjeĐted. ͞This is totally
doǁŶ to the solidaƌity shoǁŶ ďy all of you,͟ Boď
deĐlaƌed.
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MoŶday Ϯϭst MarĐh ϮϬϭϲ, at arouŶd ϮϬ:ϯϬ, PoliĐe
SĐotlaŶd ǀioleŶtly ďroke up a peaĐeful ďloĐkade iŶ
solidarity ǁith Beǀerley VaaŶda KaŶjii aŶd her ϭϰ
year old soŶ. Beǀerley aŶd her soŶ ǁere aǁokeŶ oŶ
MoŶday ďy a daǁŶ raid, Đarried out ďy ϰ iŵŵigratioŶ
offiĐers, Ϯ soĐial ǁorkers aŶd Ϯ Đops froŵ poliĐe
SĐotlaŶd.

PoliĐe “ĐotlaŶd had pƌeǀiouslǇ ŵaiŶtaiŶed iŶ ƌespoŶse
to a FOI ƌeƋuest that theǇ did Ŷot ƌoutiŶelǇ assist the
Hoŵe OffiĐe iŶ daǁŶ ƌaids. M“P’s also ŵaiŶtaiŶ that
͞ƌefugees aƌe ǁelĐoŵe heƌe͟. Yet the eǀeŶts of the
daǇ ǁeƌe haƌƌoǁiŶg.

PuďliĐ ďodies, iŶĐludiŶg the Hoŵe OffiĐe aŶd PoliĐe
“ĐotlaŶd, aƌe legallǇ oďliged to safeguaƌd ĐhildƌeŶ, ďut
ǁheŶ it Đoŵes to iŵŵigƌaŶt ĐhildƌeŶ of Đolouƌ, theǇ
aƌe doiŶg the ĐoŶtƌaƌǇ. BeǀeƌleǇ’s ϭϰ Ǉeaƌ old soŶ
aǁoke to ǁatĐh his ŵotheƌ ďeiŶg takeŶ ďǇ foƌĐe,
stƌuggliŶg aŶd despeƌate. TheǇ ǁeƌe takeŶ diƌeĐtlǇ to
the aiƌpoƌt, ǁith a ǀieǁ to ďeiŶg detaiŶed aŶd foƌĐiďlǇ
ƌeŵoǀed, ďut BeǀeƌleǇ’s soŶ ƌefused to get oŶ the
plaŶe. TheǇ ǁeƌe theŶ takeŶ to the Hoŵe OffiĐe’s
BƌaŶd “tƌeet pƌeŵises, ǁheƌe the ďloĐkade ďegaŶ
aƌouŶd ϭϰ:ϬϬ.

Cops ǁaded iŶ ǁith oǀeƌ ϯϬ offiĐeƌs aŶd dogs to Đleaƌ
the ďloĐkade. TheǇ pushed a ǁoŵaŶ alŵost 9 ŵoŶths
pƌegŶaŶt, as ǁell as a peƌsoŶ usiŶg a ǁheelĐhaiƌ.
FƌieŶds ǁeƌe supeƌglued togetheƌ, ďut Đops siŵplǇ
ƌipped theiƌ haŶds apaƌt. “kiŶ ǁas ďƌokeŶ aŶd people
teƌƌified. FƌieŶds ĐhaŶted ͞BeǀeƌleǇ, ǁe’ƌe heƌe foƌ
Ǉou͟, despite the poliĐe ǀioleŶĐe.

PoliĐe told pƌotesteƌs that BeǀeƌleǇ had ďƌokeŶ heƌ
aŶkle - this iŶjuƌǇ ĐaŶ oŶlǇ haǀe ďeeŶ sustaiŶed iŶ
theiƌ Đaƌe, aŶd suggests eǆtƌeŵe foƌĐe ǁas used.
FƌieŶds let aŶ aŵďulaŶĐe pass, to eŶteƌ the Hoŵe
OffiĐe ĐoŵpouŶd, ďut the last ǁoƌds heaƌd fƌoŵ
BeǀeƌleǇ ǁeƌe that she ǁould ƌatheƌ die thaŶ ďe
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foƌĐed ďaĐk to Naŵiďia - she gaǀe stƌiĐt iŶstƌuĐtioŶs
that the ďloĐkade ĐoŶtiŶue. Both poliĐe aŶd
paƌaŵediĐs said that people should ŵoǀe, so the
aŵďulaŶĐe Đould leaǀe aŶd BeǀeƌleǇ Đould haǀe the
ŵediĐal atteŶtioŶ she Ŷeeded. FƌieŶds agƌeed, ďut
oŶlǇ if soŵeoŶe Đould heaƌ fƌoŵ BeǀeƌleǇ diƌeĐtlǇ that
this ǁas the Đase. BeǀeƌleǇ’s oǁŶ paƌtŶeƌ ǁas deŶied
aĐĐess to heƌ. OŶĐe the ďloĐkade had ďeeŶ ďƌutalised
ďǇ PoliĐe “ĐotlaŶd, aŶ aŵďulaŶĐe dƌoǀe out, folloǁed
ďǇ a ďlaĐk ĐoaĐh ǁith tiŶted ǁiŶdoǁs. BeǀeƌleǇ has
siŶĐe told us that she ǁas iŶ the aŵďulaŶĐe ďut that
she ǁas sepaƌated fƌoŵ heƌ soŶ. He ǁas oŶ the ďus,
ďouŶd foƌ foƌĐed ƌeŵoǀal.

BeǀeƌleǇ aŶd heƌ soŶ ǁeƌe held at Cedaƌs - a
deteŶtioŶ ĐeŶtƌe foƌ faŵilies ƌuŶ ďǇ Gϰ“ aŶd
BaƌŶaƌdos. Theƌe has Ŷot ďeeŶ aŶ eŶd to Đhild
deteŶtioŶ, it just has a diffeƌeŶt Ŷaŵe. Cedaƌs goes ďǇ
’Pƌe-depaƌtuƌe AĐĐoŵŵodatioŶ’. “he ǁas aďle to
eŶgage a laǁǇeƌ oŶ a pƌo-ďoŶo ďasis, lodgiŶg a
JudiĐial Reǀieǁ, to aǀoid aŶotheƌ atteŵpt to ƌeŵoǀe
theŵ iŶ a shoƌt peƌiod of tiŵe, aŶd ƌetuƌŶed to
Glasgoǁ oŶ the Ϯϰth.

The Hoŵe OffiĐe aĐĐept that BeǀeƌleǇ is a lesďiaŶ; this
is Ŷotaďle, giǀeŶ the Đultuƌe of disďelief suƌƌouŶdiŶg
seǆualitǇ ĐlaiŵaŶts. EǀeŶ so, the Hoŵe OffiĐe
ŵaiŶtaiŶ she ĐaŶ go aŶd hide elseǁheƌe iŶ Naŵiďia.
TheǇ saǇ this though BeǀeƌleǇ aŶd heƌ teeŶ soŶ faĐed
assault, seǆual ǀioleŶĐe aŶd death thƌeats.
Fuƌtheƌŵoƌe, theƌe aƌe pƌeĐedeŶts set ŵaiŶtaiŶiŶg
LGBT people should Ŷot haǀe to liǀe disĐƌeetlǇ aŶd iŶ
feaƌ. BeǀeƌleǇ aŶd heƌ soŶ’s liǀes aƌe at ƌisk if
ƌetuƌŶed.

These eǀeŶts haǀe Đaused iŵŵeasuƌaďle tƌauŵa ďoth
to BeǀeƌleǇ aŶd heƌ ǇouŶg soŶ. The oƌdeal lasted oǀeƌ
Ϯϰ houƌs. The Hoŵe OffiĐe aŶd PoliĐe “ĐotlaŶd’s
aĐtioŶs aƌe uŶfoƌgiǀeaďle. We ŵust staŶd up, foƌ
BeǀeƌleǇ, foƌ heƌ soŶ, aŶd agaiŶst this ŵeƌĐiless
sǇsteŵ.

FoƌtuŶatelǇ, BeǀeƌleǇ aŶd heƌ soŶ aƌe Ŷoǁ ďaĐk iŶ
Glasgoǁ. This is testaŵeŶt to the stƌeŶgth aŶd poǁeƌ
of Beǀ, heƌ soŶ, heƌ haƌdǁoƌkiŶg laǁǇeƌs iŶ LoŶdoŶ,
aŶd all of us heƌ fƌieŶds aŶd suppoƌteƌs aĐƌoss the
ŵaŶǇ Ŷetǁoƌks iŶ Glasgoǁ, LoŶdoŶ, BƌightoŶ aŶd
otheƌ Đities that fought this togetheƌ. IŶdiǀiduals fƌoŵ
“isteƌs UŶĐut aŶd “OA“ DetaiŶee Visitoƌs haǀe offeƌed
iŶĐƌediďle suppoƌt aŶd solidaƌitǇ thƌoughout the ǁeek
BeǀeƌleǇ aŶd heƌ soŶ ǁeƌe detaiŶed aŶd LGBT UŶitǇ is
so gƌateful aŶd iŶspiƌed ďǇ all theiƌ help!

The fight is Ŷot yet over; there is still ŵuch to do.
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There are ŵaŶǇ ďorders ǁithiŶ the ĐitǇ, ereĐted to
ŵaiŶtaiŶ the iŶterests of ďusiŶess aŶd the riĐh. These
iŶĐlude priǀatised shoppiŶg ŵalls, liŵits oŶ aĐĐess to
so-Đalled puďliĐ spaĐes aŶd gated ĐoŵŵuŶities. If Ǉou
are Ŷot ĐoŶtriďutiŶg to soŵeoŶe͛s profits, theŶ Ǉou
are Ŷot ǁelĐoŵe. This groǁiŶg ŵoǀeŵeŶt for takiŶg
ďaĐk puďliĐ spaĐe is oŶe of the ŵost positiǀe
deǀelopŵeŶts of reĐeŶt Ǉears iŶ our fight for the ĐitǇ,
shoǁiŶg the poǁer of direĐt ĐolleĐtiǀe aĐtioŶ.
AĐĐordiŶg to Garrett, a geographǇ professor kŶoǁŶ
for his partiĐipatioŶ iŶ ͚plaĐe-haĐkiŶg͛: ͞If Ǉou ask
people to haǀe aĐĐess to these spaĐes, Ǉou ǁoŶ͛t get
it or if Ǉou do get it Ǉou are goiŶg to haǀe to paǇ. AŶd
so ǁe͛ǀe got ourselǀes iŶto this situatioŶ ǁhere ǁe
doŶ͛t haǀe aŶǇ ĐhoiĐe ďut to trespass if ǁe ǁaŶt to
partiĐipate iŶ our Đities.͟
;ǁǁǁ.ĐhaŶŶel4.Đoŵ/Ŷeǁs/puďliĐ-spaĐe-oĐĐupy-
priǀate-laŶd-plaĐe-haĐkerͿ
Skateďoarders aŶd the takeoǀer of spaĐe
Youth suďĐultures are fiŶdiŶg the Ŷeed to reĐlaiŵ
spaĐe iŶ order to eŶgage iŶ their aĐtiǀities. Last
suŵŵer, iŶ GreeŶǁiĐh. LoŶdoŶ, a group of skaters
took oǀer aŶ old Đar ǁash aŶd turŶed it iŶto a skate
park. TheǇ lasted for seǀeral ŵoŶths, hostiŶg
ǁorkshops, art aĐtiǀities aŶd perforŵaŶĐes as ǁell as
skateďoardiŶg. It ǁas desĐriďed as a ͞skate suŵŵer
Đaŵp iŶ the ŵiddle of LoŶdoŶ͟. UŶfortuŶatelǇ, the
deǀelopers ǁere aďle to get theŵ eǀiĐted iŶ order for
theŵ to proĐeed ǁith Ǉet aŶother uŶaffordaďle
housiŶg deǀelopŵeŶt. A spokespersoŶ for the
ĐolleĐtiǀe ĐoŵŵeŶted:
͞We’ǀe had a faŶtastiĐ suŵŵeƌ heƌe, it ƌeally goes to
shoǁ ǁhat aŶ alteƌŶatiǀe ĐoŵŵuŶity plaŶ ĐaŶ

aĐhieǀe. We ĐaŶ’t uŶdeƌstaŶd hoǁ plaŶŶiŶg
peƌŵissioŶ ĐaŶ ďe giǀeŶ foƌ suĐh high-deŶsity
deǀelopŵeŶts that sƋueeze out the ĐhildƌeŶ. This is
happeŶiŶg all oǀeƌ the ďoƌough͟.
A ŵore loŶg-liǀed eǆaŵple is the eǀeŶiŶg/Ŷight tiŵe
oĐĐupatioŶ of the shoppiŶg ĐeŶtre opposite Westfield
iŶ “tratford, East LoŶdoŶ. While Westfield aŶd the
OlǇŵpiĐ Park are sǇŵďols of the ǁorst that is
happeŶiŶg to LoŶdoŶ ǁith high rise luǆurǇ flats aŶd
the Đorporate takeoǀer of all aǀailaďle spaĐe, ǁalkiŶg
through the origiŶal ŵall is refreshiŶg. It has ďeĐoŵe a
plaĐe for ǇouŶg people to ͚haŶg out͛, ǁith a liǀelǇ
sĐeŶe of skateďoarders, roller ďladers aŶd street
daŶĐers. The spaĐe is used ďǇ a ǀarietǇ of people,
froŵ teeŶagers to thirtǇ-soŵethiŶgs, ďoth ŵale aŶd
feŵale. There is a ǁelĐoŵiŶg atŵosphere. OŶe
feŵale user ĐoŵŵeŶted: ͞What I like aďout the plaĐe
is that ǁe’ƌe oŶe ďig ĐoŵŵuŶity, just haǀiŶg fuŶ. We
all eŶd up kŶoǁiŶg eaĐh otheƌ. AŶd it’s a gƌeat plaĐe
to leaƌŶ. People doŶ’t judge so haƌshly as they ŵight
iŶ a pƌopeƌ skate paƌk͟.  The poliĐe doŶ͛t hassle theŵ.
Perhaps there are too ŵaŶǇ of theŵ Đoŵŵitted to
usiŶg this spaĐe, aŶd the spaĐe has ďeeŶ used like this
for at least 5 Ǉears.
JuŵpiŶg oǀer ďarriers: the Glasgoǁ Parkour Girls
Parkour, though phǇsiĐallǇ deŵaŶdiŶg, has ďeĐoŵe
iŶĐreasiŶglǇ popular. It is a kiŶd of phǇsiĐal traiŶiŶg
that uses parts of the ďuilt eŶǀiroŶŵeŶt; it iŶǀolǀes
juŵpiŶg, ĐliŵďiŶg, ruŶŶiŶg aŶd sǁiŶgiŶg. For a group
of ǁoŵeŶ iŶ Glasgoǁ, it is eǆpliĐitlǇ aďout reĐlaiŵiŶg
urďaŶ areas as ǁoŵeŶ. AĐĐordiŶg to oŶe partiĐipaŶt:
͞The ƌeĐlaŵatioŶ of puďliĐ spaĐe as a ǁoŵaŶ is ǀeƌy
ĐeŶtƌal to ŵy uŶdeƌstaŶdiŶg of paƌkouƌ, aŶd ŵy loǀe

Tearing down borders in the city
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WheŶ I first arriǀed iŶ RitsoŶa, ŵuĐh of the
disĐussioŶ aŶd deĐisioŶ ŵakiŶg ǁas doŶe ďy
ĐoŶseŶsus ŵeetiŶgs aŶd ǁas faĐilitated ďy the
preseŶĐe of a stroŶg ǁoŵaŶ froŵ aŵoŶgst the pool
of iŶterŶatioŶal ǀoluŶteers.
It is ƌatheƌ haƌd to look ďaĐk Ŷoǁ, oŶlǇ a feǁ daǇs
lateƌ iŶ oƌdiŶaƌǇ tiŵe aŶd see the ǁaǇ thiŶgs ǁoƌked.
Theƌe ǁeƌe dailǇ ŵeetiŶgs ƌuŶ ďǇ LeoŶa ǁhiĐh ǁeƌe
iŶteƌpƌeted iŶto AƌaďiĐ aŶd Faƌsi. QuestioŶs ǁeƌe
asked aŶd aŶsǁeƌs giǀeŶ ǁheƌe possiďle. If it ǁasŶ’t
Ŷot possiďle theŶ it ǁas ŵade Đleaƌ that this ǁas the
Đase. IŶ geŶeƌal, people ǁeƌe ƌespeĐtful of the
ŵeetiŶgs although soŵetiŵes the aŵouŶt of
ďaĐkgƌouŶd Ŷoise ŵade it diffiĐult to heaƌ.
People, iŶ geŶeƌal, did Ŷot steal fƌoŵ supplies aŶd if
theǇ did theǇ ǁeƌe giǀeŶ a ǀeƌǇ sǁift aŶd faiƌ eǆit. Faiƌ
distƌiďutioŶ ǁas ǀeƌǇ iŵpoƌtaŶt. WoŵeŶ aŶd ĐhildƌeŶ
ǁeƌe giǀeŶ spaĐe iŶ the ŵeetiŶgs. ͞Noǁ ǁe aƌe goiŶg
to haǀe a ƋuestioŶ fƌoŵ a Đhild͟.  It ǁasŶ't peƌfeĐt.
Theƌe ǁas a tǇƌaŶŶǇ of stƌuĐtuƌelessŶess ďut it ǁas a
pƌettǇ okaǇ soƌt of tǇƌaŶŶǇ giǀeŶ the diffiĐulties of
the ĐiƌĐuŵstaŶĐes. It ǁas ďeŶigŶ, ďeŶeǀoleŶt aŶd ǁell
iŶteŶtioŶed. But shoƌt teƌŵ iŶteƌŶatioŶal ǀoluŶteeƌs
ĐaŶŶot pƌoǀide loŶg teƌŵ fuŶdiŶg aŶd ƌesouƌĐes. Big
ŵoŶeǇ is Ŷeeded to pƌoǀide ŵediĐal Đoǀeƌ, ďetteƌ
food, ďuildiŶgs aŶd the like.
It is at this poiŶt that the state ǁheels iŶ the iŶeǀitaďle
ƌespoŶse iŶ suĐh a situatioŶ. I haǀe to saǇ that up uŶtil
this poiŶt ŵǇ oŶlǇ eǆpeƌieŶĐe of the NGOs ǁas a feǁ
daǇs of Red Cƌoss-Ŷess ďut that ǁill deseƌǀe a ƌepoƌt
of its ǀeƌǇ oǁŶ!
But the 3 NGOs ǁhiĐh Đaŵe aƌe so ǇouŶg, so diffeƌeŶt
aŶd so hieƌaƌĐhiĐal ďǇ ĐoŵpaƌisoŶ to the pƌeǀious
situatioŶ. I thiŶk ŵǇ ƌeaĐtioŶ to theŵ as aŶ eǆhausted
aŶaƌĐhist ǁas Ŷot as ĐoŶstƌuĐtiǀe as it should haǀe

for it. PraĐtiĐiŶg parkour has opeŶed up aĐĐess to Ŷeǁ
areas of Glasgoǁ that I ǁould haǀe Ŷeǀer goŶe to
ďefore. Seǀeral of these areas ŵaǇ eǀeŶ ďe Đlassed as
͚dodgǇ͛ or ͚uŶsafe͛, ďut parkour gaǀe ŵe a reasoŶ to
eŶter theŵ, aŶd alloǁed ŵe to forŵ positiǀe ďoŶds to
those areas. PraĐtisiŶg parkour iŶ the eǀeŶiŶg aŶd
Ŷight tiŵe also serǀes as a ǁaǇ to fight ďaĐk agaiŶst
fear that, as a ǁoŵaŶ, I haǀe ďeeŶ traiŶed to feel.
Parkour lets us Đreate Ŷeǁ eŵotioŶal ďoŶds to spaĐe.
We ďegiŶ to see the ĐitǇ iŶ a Ŷeǁ light as our parkour
ǀisioŶ deǀelops, alloǁiŶg us to ǀieǁ our surrouŶdiŶgs

iŶ a Ŷeǁ ǁaǇ. For all praĐtitioŶers, this alloǁs us to
reĐlaiŵ our ĐitǇ spaĐe, usiŶg it as our plaǇgrouŶd,
rather thaŶ ďeiŶg ďoǆed iŶ or herded ďǇ the
arĐhiteĐture. I haǀe stroŶg eŵotioŶal attaĐhŵeŶts aŶd
ŵaŶǇ happǇ ŵeŵories iŶ ŵǇ traiŶiŶg spots. Parkour
alloǁs a feŵale praĐtitioŶer, through Ŷeǁ positiǀe
eǆperieŶĐes iŶ ĐitǇ spaĐes, the ĐhaŶĐe to Đreate Ŷeǁ
eŵotioŶs toǁards these spaĐes, ǁhiĐh ĐaŶ replaĐe the
old oŶes of fear.”
;www.glasgowparkourgirls.wordpress.comͿ

Dispatches from Greece: Thoughts on hierarchies,
anarchists and NGOs from an older Anarchist

ďeeŶ ďut it is haƌd ǁheŶ a MAN is told ďǇ his seŶioƌs
that he is Đhaƌge of the ǁoŵeŶ’s teŶt. AĐtuallǇ, Ŷoǁ
that I haǀe soŵe tiŵe to ƌefleĐt oŶ this, as I ǁƌite, the
sheeƌ ŶoŶseŶse of this situatioŶ is ŵagŶified. BeŶeath
the ŵaŶ iŶ the stƌuĐtuƌe is a ǀeƌǇ ǇouŶg feŵale
studeŶt of eŵeƌgeŶĐǇ studies. AŶd uŶdeƌ heƌ aƌe a
gƌoup of iŶdepeŶdeŶt ǀoluŶteeƌs aŶd NGO ǀoluŶteeƌs
as ǁell. Theƌe aƌe ŵaŶǇ disĐussioŶs iŶ tǁos aŶd thƌees
ďut Ŷo ǁhole gƌoup ŵeetiŶgs. This is uŶhealthǇ foƌ all
of us aŶd Đƌeates a slightlǇ paƌaŶoid eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt.
Tǁo NGOs aƌgued foƌ ĐoŶtƌol of the ǁoŵeŶ’s spaĐe.
The oƌgaŶisatioŶ ǁith least eǆpeƌieŶĐe ǁoŶ the toss
ďut didŶ’t haǀe the skill set to do it ƌight. Theƌe ǁeƌe
ŵajoƌ pƌoďleŵs iŶ iŶfaŶt feediŶg as a ƌesult ďut
ďaďies aŶd ǀulŶeƌaďle ǁoŵeŶ ŵake easǇ fuŶdƌaisiŶg
ŵateƌial.
But to ƌetuƌŶ to the fuŶĐtioŶ of the NGOs.
Last ǁeek as I ǁas sittiŶg iŶ a teŶt ǁith a ǁoŵaŶ,
suppoƌtiŶg heƌ iŶ ďƌeastfeediŶg heƌ ďaďǇ, soŵe Gƌeek
people Đaŵe aŶd asked ǁhat people Ŷeeded. It
tƌaŶspiƌed that these people ǁeƌe loĐal leftists aŶd
also aŶaƌĐhists. It ǁas ǀeƌǇ eǆĐitiŶg to ŵeet theŵ. A
Đouple of daǇs lateƌ I atteŶded theiƌ ŵeetiŶg iŶ the
ŶeaƌďǇ toǁŶ ǁheƌe the aŵelioƌatiŶg fuŶĐtioŶ of the
NGOs ǁas disĐussed. The ǇouŶg people at the Đaŵp
ǁoƌk ďloodǇ haƌd eǀeƌǇ daǇ foƌ a feǁ euƌos doiŶg
theiƌ utŵost to ŵake the ďest of a tƌulǇ hoƌƌiďle
situatioŶ. Fuƌtheƌ ďaĐk, iŶ offiĐes, aƌe the ŵaŶageƌs,
fuŶdƌaisiŶg aŶd distƌiďutiŶg sĐaƌĐe ƌesouƌĐes, tƌǇiŶg to
ŵake the situatioŶ oŶ the gƌouŶd ŵaƌgiŶallǇ less
hoƌƌiďle. The tƌǇ to put iŶ WiFi, theǇ iŶĐƌease the diet
aďout staƌǀatioŶ leǀel as pƌoǀided ďǇ the Gƌeeks. TheǇ
pƌoǀide a feǁ ŵoƌe shoǁeƌs aŶd tea aŶd ďisĐuits. But
all this, of ǁhiĐh the ƌefugees aƌe TOTALLY aǁaƌe,
does Ŷot solǀe the pƌoďleŵ of people ďeiŶg stƌaŶded
iŶ GƌeeĐe.                                    ....CONTINUED ON PAGE ϭϬ
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The fiƌst daǇ theǇ iŶtƌoduĐed theŵselǀes theƌe ǁas a
gƌeat aŶgeƌ. Refugees shouted that theǇ did Ŷot ǁaŶt
ĐoŶditioŶs iŵpƌoǀed peƌ se theǇ ǁaŶted to ďe aǁaǇ
fƌoŵ this dustǇ, diƌtǇ sŶake-ƌiddeŶ Đaŵp! TheǇ
ǁaŶted the ďoƌdeƌs to ďe opeŶed. Theƌe ǁas
ĐoŶsideƌaďle disƋuiet fƌoŵ the iŶdiǀiduals iŶ the NGOs
ǁhiĐh ǁas iŶeǀitaďle. “houtiŶg iŶ a foƌeigŶ laŶguage
ĐaŶ ďe fƌighteŶiŶg. You ĐaŶ’t ďe suƌe ǁhat is ďeiŶg
said, if it is aiŵed at Ǉou, if it is pƌoǀokiŶg ǀioleŶĐe. It
ĐaŶ ďe ǀeƌǇ sĐaƌǇ.

FolloǁiŶg this theƌe ǁas oŶe ŵoƌe opeŶ ŵeetiŶg
ǁheƌe it ǁas said that theƌe ǁould ďe ŵeetiŶgs oŶlǇ
ǁheŶ ŶeĐessaƌǇ. “iŶĐe theŶ theƌe haǀe ďeeŶ ŶoŶe.
Theƌe haǀe iŶstead ďeeŶ huŶgeƌ stƌikes. Yazidi people

haǀe ďeeŶ peƌseĐuted aŶd haǀe left the Đaŵp. The
leǀel of aŶgeƌ has iŶĐƌeased, due to the laĐk of a
foƌuŵ.
Theƌe is aŶ aďsolute feaƌ of upsettiŶg the Đoŵpaƌatiǀe
Đalŵ at the Đaŵp. AŶd also a feaƌ of people ĐoŵiŶg
iŶto the ŶeaƌďǇ toǁŶ ǁheƌe theƌe ŵaǇ ďe tƌouďle. I
ďelieǀe this is ǁhǇ theƌe is Ŷo ďus laid oŶ. Not a
ŵatteƌ of ŵuĐh else.
“o to ĐoŶĐlude the ƌaŵďliŶgs, the ͞oŶ the gƌouŶd͟
NGOs do theiƌ ǇouŶg eŶthusiastiĐ ďest ďut the NGOs
iŶteƌŶatioŶallǇ pouƌ oil oŶ the teƌƌiďlǇ tƌouďled seas of
TuƌkeǇ aŶd GƌeeĐe. The goǀeƌŶŵeŶts of the ǁoƌld
Ŷeed the NGOs to keep a lid oŶ thiŶgs aŶd ŵaŶage
the situatioŶ.

Landlords/Border Guards?
OŶ ϭ FeďruarǇ this Ǉear, the “tate reĐruited ϭ.5 ŵillioŶ Ŷeǁ iŵŵigratioŶ eŶforĐeŵeŶt offiĐers. You
ŵaǇ kŶoǁ theŵ ďetter as ͞priǀate laŶdlords.͟ This ŵeasure is part of the ϮϬϭ5 IŵŵigratioŶ AĐt,
ǁhiĐh Hoŵe “eĐretarǇ Theresa MaǇ said ǁas ŵeaŶt to "Đreate a reallǇ hostile eŶǀiroŶŵeŶt for
illegal ŵigraŶts". These ĐhaŶges shoǁ that she ǁasŶ’t jokiŶg. EǀeŶ iŶ aŶ ͞age of austeritǇ,͟ the
GoǀerŶŵeŶt has ŵaŶaged to fiŶd aŶ eǆtra £ϯ ŵillioŶ to help loĐal ĐouŶĐils poliĐe the ŵeasures.
Neǁ ͞ƌight to ƌeŶt͟ ƌules ŵake it laŶdloƌds’ ƌespoŶsiďilitǇ to ĐheĐk the iŵŵigƌatioŶ status of all Ŷeǁ
teŶaŶts, iŶĐludiŶg oŶes Ŷot Ŷaŵed oŶ the teŶaŶĐǇ agƌeeŵeŶt - aŶd eǀeŶ if theƌe’s Ŷo teŶaŶĐǇ
agƌeeŵeŶt at all. Most Ŷeǁs Đoǀeƌage has foĐused oŶ hoǁ laŶdloƌds doŶ’t ƌeallǇ uŶdeƌstaŶd theiƌ
Ŷeǁ duties - fuŶŶǇ, that, ǁheŶ ŵoƌe thaŶ 9Ϭ% of theŵ ŵaŶage to uŶdeƌstaŶd the Đoŵpleǆ HMRC
ƌules that giǀe theŵ taǆ ƌelief oŶ ƌeŶtal iŶĐoŵe. LaŶdloƌds aƌe also appaƌeŶtlǇ ǁoƌƌied that people
ŵight thiŶk theǇ’ƌe ƌaĐist. As if.

The ͞ƌight to ƌeŶt͟ ĐheĐks aƌe ďeiŶg iŶtƌoduĐed ŶatioŶǁide despite the eǆpeƌieŶĐes of people of
Đolouƌ iŶ the West MidlaŶds pilot aƌea foƌ the sĐheŵe last Ǉeaƌ. OŶe ǁould-ďe teŶaŶt ǁas told, ͞The
laŶdloƌd said that if I ǁas uŶdeƌ that sĐheŵe he ǁas Ŷot goiŶg to ďotheƌ ďeĐause he had a loĐal
peƌsoŶ ǁho ǁaŶted the pƌopeƌtǇ aŶd it ǁas ŵuĐh easieƌ to ƌeŶt to theŵ,͟ ǁith laŶdloƌds ŵoƌe
ǁilliŶg to ƌeŶt to people ǁith ͞loĐal aĐĐeŶts.͟ EǀeŶ the GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt’s oǁŶ eǀaluatioŶ ƌepoƌt fouŶd
that poteŶtial teŶaŶts ǁho ǁeƌe ďlaĐk oƌ fƌoŵ otheƌ ŵiŶoƌitǇ ethŶiĐ gƌoups ǁeƌe asked to pƌoǀide
ŵoƌe iŶfoƌŵatioŶ - suĐh as ƌefeƌeŶĐes aŶd hoǁ loŶg theǇ had liǀed iŶ the aƌea - thaŶ poteŶtial ǁhite
teŶaŶts.

The GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt is tƌǇiŶg to dƌess these ŵeasuƌes up as a ĐƌaĐkdoǁŶ oŶ ͞ƌogue laŶdloƌds͟ ǁho
͞kŶoǁiŶglǇ taƌget illegal ŵigƌaŶts ǁho aƌe Ŷot iŶ a positioŶ to ĐoŵplaiŶ aďout suď-staŶdaƌd
aĐĐoŵŵodatioŶ.͟ IŶ ƌealitǇ, the ĐheĐks aƌe iŶteŶded to eŶlist pƌiǀate laŶdloƌds as uŶoffiĐial ďoƌdeƌ
guaƌds, aŶd giǀe the “tate Ŷeǁ poǁeƌs that theǇ ĐaŶ use iŶ so-Đalled ͞ŵulti-ageŶĐǇ ƌaids͟ agaiŶst
ŵigƌaŶts.

These ŵeasuƌes shoǁ that ǁe ĐaŶ’t tƌust the “tate to pƌoteĐt us fƌoŵ ƌogue laŶdloƌds, ǁheŶ
͞pƌoteĐtioŶ͟ iŶ this Đase is just aŶotheƌ foƌŵ of ƌaĐist poliĐiŶg. Theƌe’s alǁaǇs aŶotheƌ ageŶda – Ŷot
suƌpƌisiŶg ǁheŶ a Ƌuaƌteƌ of MPs aƌe pƌiǀate laŶdloƌds theŵselǀes. Ratheƌ thaŶ ƌelǇiŶg oŶ the “tate,
ƌeŶteƌs aƌe ĐoŵiŶg togetheƌ to take oŶ theiƌ laŶdloƌds, ǁith self-oƌgaŶised gƌoups like HaĐkŶeǇ
ReŶteƌs foƌŵiŶg aĐƌoss the UK. AŶd the ǀiĐtoƌǇ of the UCL studeŶts ǁho haǀe ƌeĐeŶtlǇ ǁoŶ theiƌ ƌeŶt
stƌike ;aŶd £ϭϬϬ thousaŶd ĐoŵpeŶsatioŶ fƌoŵ theiƌ laŶdloƌdͿ shoǁs that ǁheŶ ǁe oƌgaŶise togetheƌ,
ǁe ĐaŶ ǁiŶ.
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The EuropeaŶ UŶioŶ has ŵeaŶt aŶother layer
of poǁer oǀer populatioŶs. Its ŵaiŶ purpose
is to serǀe the Ŷeeds of ĐorporatioŶs aŶd
fiŶaŶĐial iŶstitutioŶs aŶd is aŶ oďstaĐle to the
eŵaŶĐipatioŶ of the ǁorkiŶg Đlass. The EU
iŵposes their oǁŶ ǀisioŶ for Europe ďased oŶ
the Ŷeeds of Đapital. The ǀast ŵajority of
regulatioŶs haǀe ďeeŶ to eŶhaŶĐe the poǁer
of Đapital oǀer the people. Very feǁ poliĐies
haǀe ďeeŶ direĐted at iŵproǀiŶg soĐial
ĐoŶditioŶs. We haǀe seeŶ the ǁay iŶ ǁhiĐh
the EU has presided oǀer the attaĐk oŶ the
Greek people aŶd the raid of ǁesterŶ Đapital
oŶ the assets of EasterŶ Europe. The EU has
Đreated fortress Europe, ĐlosiŶg its ďorders to
the rest of the ǁorld, at the saŵe tiŵe as it
tries to ďe oŶe of the ŵaŶy self-appoiŶted
ǁorld poliĐeŵeŶ.
You ŵight thiŶk the aŶsǁeƌ is to ǁithdƌaǁ
fƌoŵ this UŶioŶ. Hoǁeǀeƌ, the idea that the
ǁoƌkiŶg Đlass ǁould ďe ďetteƌ off outside the
EU, ƌuled ďǇ theiƌ oǁŶ State, is a daŶgeƌous
illusioŶ ďeĐause of the faĐt that this is the
positioŶ of the faƌ ƌight paƌties ǁho aƌe Ŷot
ƌeŵotelǇ iŶteƌested iŶ ƌesistiŶg state poǁeƌ.
IŶstead, theiƌ aiŵ ǁould ďe to iŶstall aŶ eǀeŶ
ŵoƌe authoƌitaƌiaŶ ƌegiŵe ǁith eǀeŶ ŵoƌe
ƌepƌessioŶ.
Capitalisŵ is gloďal. The poǁeƌ of
iŶteƌŶatioŶal ĐoƌpoƌatioŶs aŶd ďaŶks ǁill Ŷot

disappeaƌ if a ĐouŶtƌǇ ǁithdƌaǁs fƌoŵ the EU.
The ŵoǀeŵeŶt of pƌoduĐtioŶ aŶd ŵoŶeǇ
aĐƌoss ďoƌdeƌs, ŵotiǀated ďǇ the seaƌĐh foƌ
pƌofits ǁill ĐoŶtiŶue. IŶteƌŶatioŶal iŶstitutioŶs
suĐh as the IMF aŶd Woƌld BaŶk ǁill still haǀe
the poǁeƌ to iŵpose austeƌitǇ aŶd poliĐies
that aƌe agaiŶst the iŶteƌests of loĐal
populatioŶs. HuŵaŶ Ŷeeds ǁill take seĐoŶd
plaĐe ǁhetheƌ the ĐouŶtƌǇ is ǁithiŶ oƌ outside
the EU.
The ƌetƌeat ďehiŶd ŶatioŶal ďoƌdeƌs ǁill haǀe
seƌious ĐoŶseƋueŶĐes foƌ the spiƌit of Đo-
opeƌatioŶ aŶd solidaƌitǇ ďetǁeeŶ the ǁoƌkiŶg
Đlass of Euƌope. OƌdiŶaƌǇ people haǀe a
histoƌǇ of suppoƌtiŶg eaĐh otheƌ ƌegaƌdless of
ŶatioŶal oƌigiŶ. This tƌaditioŶ ǁill ďe
uŶdeƌŵiŶed as people put ǁhat appeaƌs to ďe
theiƌ self-iŶteƌest oǀeƌ ŵutual aid. A diǀided
ǁoƌkiŶg Đlass ǁill ďeŶefit those ǁho haǀe
Đaused the pƌoďleŵs ǁe aƌe faĐiŶg iŶ the fiƌst
plaĐe, suĐh as austeƌitǇ aŶd ƌepƌessiǀe
ŵeasuƌes.
MaŶǇ ǁho suppoƌt ǁithdƌaǁal fƌoŵ the EU
seeŵ to thiŶk that ǁe ĐaŶ ƌetuƌŶ to soŵe kiŶd
of GoldeŶ Age of pƌospeƌitǇ. This GoldeŶ Age
Ŷeǀeƌ eǆisted. TheǇ foƌget that theiƌ oǁŶ state
has Ŷeǀeƌ ďeeŶ theiƌ fƌieŶd. All states opeƌate
ďǇ takiŶg poǁeƌ fƌoŵ the people. It doesŶ't
ŵatteƌ if the State is a feǁ ŵiles oƌ thousaŶds

....CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE

Neither Westminster nor Brussels



of ŵiles aǁaǇ; it ǁill still ďe out of our ĐoŶtrol,
operatiŶg iŶ its oǁŶ iŶterests.
The Anarchist Alternative
AŶarĐhists rejeĐt ďoth the optioŶs preseŶted
to us: supportiŶg the EU ďǇ ǀotiŶg iŶ the
EuropeaŶ EleĐtioŶs or ĐaŵpaigŶiŶg for
ǁithdraǁal.
The iŶterŶatioŶalisŵ that the EU represeŶts is
the uŶitǇ of poltiĐal aŶd fiŶaŶĐial  elites agaiŶst
the EuropeaŶ ǁorkiŶg Đlass. We propose ďoth
aŶ alterŶatiǀe ŵethod of orgaŶisiŶg soĐietǇ as
ǁell as aŶ alterŶatiǀe iŶterŶatioŶalisŵ that
eǆteŶds to the ǁhole plaŶet.
AŶarĐhists oppose the top-doǁŶ approaĐh
adopted ďǇ the State aŶd leftist parties. We
proŵote ŶoŶ-hierarĐhiĐal forŵs of
orgaŶisatioŶ aŶd ŵethods of orgaŶisiŶg. The
future orgaŶisatioŶ of soĐietǇ that ǁe eŶǀisioŶ
ǁill ďe oŶe of that is ďottoŵ-up ďased oŶ
groups ǁhiĐh federate ǁith eaĐh other aŶd
Đo-ordiŶate oŶ aŶ iŶterŶatioŶal leǀel,
iŶdepeŶdeŶt of aŶǇ ĐurreŶt statist struĐture
ǁhether ŶatioŶal or at a EuropeaŶ leǀel. This
ǁill iŶĐlude all areas of eĐoŶoŵiĐ aŶd soĐial
life suĐh as the produĐtioŶ, distriďutioŶ aŶd
ĐoŶsuŵptioŶ of goods aŶd the proǀisioŶ of
serǀiĐes suĐh as health aŶd eduĐatioŶ. We
Ŷeed to take ĐoŶtrol of our oǁŶ eduĐatioŶ
suĐh that it helps to proŵote our
eŵaŶĐipatioŶ froŵ authoritariaŶ ideologies

suĐh as religioŶ, ŶatioŶalisŵ, aŶd Đult of the
leader.
IŶ order to aĐhieǀe this aiŵ of Đoŵplete
politiĐal, eĐoŶoŵiĐ, soĐial aŶd Đultural
traŶsforŵatioŶ ǁe Ŷeed to ďuild oŶ aŶd
streŶgtheŶ the iŶterŶatioŶal Ŷetǁorks aŶd Đo-
ordiŶatioŶs that ǁe alreadǇ haǀe. We haǀe to
fight ďaĐk agaiŶst ďorders ǁorkiŶg as huŵaŶ
filter ďut let Đapital ŵoǀe aĐross. Our proposal
is to aďolish all ďorders ǁithiŶ ĐouŶtries aŶd
ďetǁeeŶ ĐouŶtries ǁhiĐh are liŵitiŶg free
ŵoǀeŵeŶt of people.
● UŶited fight agaiŶst the ďaŶks ďǇ a uŶiǀersal

refusal to paǇ deďts.
● Ciǀil disoďedieŶĐe agaiŶst all repressiǀe laǁs

ǁhiĐh take aǁaǇ our huŵaŶ rights.
● StreŶgtheŶ aŶd eǆteŶd the ĐurreŶt struggles

agaiŶst the iŶĐreasiŶg preĐariousŶess of
liǀiŶg aŶd ǁorkiŶg ĐoŶditioŶs.

● Resist all atteŵpts to diǀide us aĐĐordiŶg to
raĐe, seǆ or age.

● Co-ordiŶate struggles that are agaiŶst
ĐoŵŵoŶ eŵploǇers aĐross ďorders.

● Resist priǀatisatioŶ of puďliĐ serǀiĐes
● Proŵote alterŶatiǀe Ŷetǁorks of produĐtioŶ

aŶd distriďutioŶ
● EǆteŶd iŶterŶatioŶal solidaritǇ for those

ďeiŶg ĐriŵiŶalised as a result of soĐial
struggles.


