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2020. 23 - 30 August
International Week of Solidarity
With Anarchist Prisoners

“Anarchists are the radical of the radical - the black cats,
the terrors of many, of all the higots, exploiters, charlatans,
fakers and oppressors. Gonsequently, we are also the most
slandered, misrepresented, misunderstood and persecuted of all.”

Bartolomeo Vanzetti % % % % %
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ANARCHY
IS SOLIDARITY
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INTERNATIDONAL

WEEK OF SOLIDARITY

NITH ANARtHIST FRISDNERS
13-30 ALGLST

for a world without prison and state
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PRISON

A SURVIVAL
GUIDE

CARL CATTERMOLE
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Gata Negra

The Latinamerican and Spanish sectio DIY Cuture

TRANS WOMEN DEPRIVED OIF LIBEF
INVISIBLE STORIES BEHIND BARS
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prison system turn

into bodies that
must survive the
system, the other
people deprived
of liberty, and
the authorities.
For that reason,
trans women find
innumerable ways
of conserving
their gender
identity and also
expressing it, which

Testimony of  Alejandra Collette Spinetti Nufez, Literature

Professor, National Director of the Trans Collective of
© Uruguay, Member of the Steering Committee of the
° International Trans Fund.

@corinne.creatifg e
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G lobally, women’s incarceration

is growing at an alarming rate: between
2000 and 2017, the female prison
population increased by 53.3 %, while
that of men increased by 19.7 %.
Repressive drug policies are the primary
cause of women’s incarceration in Latin
America, causing disproportionately
negative consequences for these women,
The Report (
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their families, and communities. Within
the population of people deprived of
liberty, there are groups that face greater
vulnerabilities or have special needs, such as women and LGBTI+ pdrégtasically, trans women have been
subjected to discrimination, criminalization, and institutional violence, in all regions of the Twlthter-
American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) has stated that “violence and discrimination against ti
children and trans youth begins early, because they are often expelled from their homes, schools, familie
communities, because of their gender identity.” Trans women often face situations of poverty, social exclusior
violations of their rights to education, employment, health, and housing; stigma, discrimination, and transph
violence, and sexual and physical abuse. These factors frequently lead to them working in highly crimina
LQIRUPDO HFRQRPLHV VXFK DV WKH GUXJ WUDGH VH[ ZRUN R
police as being “dangerous,” making them more vulnerable to police abuse and to being incarcerated.

The incarceration of trans women poses

additional challenges related to where they

DUH KRXVHG WKHLU LGHQWL¢{FDWLRE
body searches, limited access to medical
services (including hormone treatments,
supervised body transformations, and
services for people living with sexually
transmitted diseases), privacy, and conjugal
visits, among other issues. The evidence
shows that trans women often suffer
discrimination and abuse when they seek
help from the legal system. In parallel,
D VLIQL,¢FDQW QXPEHU RI WUD
correctional institutions have denounced

abuses perpetrated by criminal justice
personnel, including discrimination, sexua@j
coercion, harassment, and aggression.

Coordinators: Teresa Garcia Castro, Maria Santos

Authors: Josefina Alfonsin, Gerardo Contreras
Ruvalcaba, Kenya Cuevas, Teresa

Garcia Castro, Maria Santos, Ari Vera Morales

t9 %o
Click her$ tg read thf full report (ENG)



@A4transprisoners

Tonico Ballester:
A rebel sculptor
with a secret

by Alejandro Granero Ferrer

To begin this story, we need to start from at
least two facts.

FirstDuring the Spanish Civil War,
numerous churches were razed and with them a
multitude of images of virgins and saints were
reduced to rubble and ashes.

SeconAfter the war was lost, thousands
of people were imprisoned. Some of those who
managed to save themselves from being shot in
walls and mass graves were able to witness the
plan that the Franco regime arranged for the
prisoners to repair, with their work, the damage
they had caused to the nation.

At this point in the story our protagonist
appears, the sculptor Tonico Ballester, born

in 1910 in the city of Valencia. Ballester was an
artist specialized in the production of religious
sculpture, a trade that he had learned in his
father's workshop and from other artists in the
city and that he would continue learning at the
Real Academia de Bellas Artes de San Carlos,
where he would meet his future brother-in-law,
the artist Josep Renau. After being imprisoned
in the Model Prison due to his political ties with
the Second Republic, he proposed, through the
prison priest, to create an altar and various

carved figures, as a pretext to form a collective
workshop with other prisoners. The Catholicism
denominationalism of Franco’s regime urgently
needed a large number of images that had been
destroyed during the war, so the workshop was
quickly put into operation.

In 1940 he was released under surveillance
and provisional release. Six years later, he and
his family went into exile in Mexico. During

his professional career he could not detach
himself from the imaginative trade, producing a
multitude of commissions for different parishes
and churches in front of which a multitude of
parishioners, born under the moral precepts

of Franco’s national Catholicism, continued to
profess their prayers with devotion.

However, at some point in his
exile, Ballester confessed to his
son one of his best kept secrets.

Under the sweet faces of certain virgins and
saints was hidden, inscribed inside, the hammer
and sickle, the symbol with which he had mocked
the redemption imposed by the regime and

with which he managed to transfer a symbol of
the anti-Franco struggle to the blind prayer of
fervent crowds.

Are\ uibaip Buinol e Bunoidap saimdinas sJa1sajeg U0l JO BUQ«



SALVADGR

Salvador Puig Anti@l murdered by
the Spanish State on the morning of 2 March 1974. The
Catalan anarchist, Iberian Liberation Movement (MIL)
member, bank-robber/expropriator and folk-hero, was
the last person to be executed bygarrotte in Spain under
the dictatorship of General Francisco Franco.

To use this particularly medieval method of execution (it
took him 20 minutes to die), was a symbolic gesture of
ZDUQLQJ E\ WKH VWDWH VLJQHG R SHUVRQDOO\ E\ DQ DLOLQJ
and fearful old man, who, despite all of his persecution,
torture and attempts at political/social domination,
could see power slipping away and a resurgence of
anarchist ideals. In reality, any chance of clemency
for Salvador, had evaporated when ETA assassinated
Franco’'s intended successor, Admiral Luis Carrero
Blanco, with a car bomb that launched his car over a 5
storey building in Madrid in December 1973.

The MIL was not aligned with any of the emerging

SROLWLFDO SDUWLHY QRU D OLDWHG WR DQ\ WUDGH XQLRQ 3HUKDSV
its members were far-sighted enough to anticipate

history, the institutionalised lies, the treachery of the

“left” and the democratic reinvention of the right in the

wake of Franco’s death. Right from the outset they were was killed - the court declined to listen to a ballistics

in contact with anarcho-syndicalists exiled in Toulouse, report and a farce, rather than a trial, ensued. He was
DOWKRXJK WKHLU RZQ PRGXV RSHU Dd@ﬂd 2y aﬁ%%ﬁﬂt@rwywwgwn Barcelona’s |
They professed to be autonomous and their activities ORGHO 3ULVRQ DW WKH DJH _R | ORV
fell into two main areas - propaganda and direct action. were freed under an amnesty in 1977. This deeply

They were also the heirs of Situationism and May 1968 unpopular execuuon_has mad_e Salvador a cause célébre

and employed irony, humour and irreverence in their for Catalan autonomists, pro-independence supporters,

texts. Their publication would go under the name CIA and anarchists across Spain and is still a source of great
(International Anarchist Conspiracy). Their basic direct bitterness against the state.-

action consisted of “expropriations” of banks. During the

hold-ups they were always unmasked but in disguise, in
suits and ties. By D. Dowe

Salvador and other MIL members, were arrested
IROORZLQJ DQ DPEXVK ,Q DQ H[FKDQJH RI JXQ¢UH D FRS

For inquiries or collabs
with Gata Negra please
contact us
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