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TWO WORKERS’ STORIES

MR ABRAHAMS started work at the docks in 1934,
He remembers some of the bosses when they were
working as young boys on the boats. First, Mr
Abrahams worked for the railways. After ten
years he decided that the pay of 4/6 a week was
too low. He then went to work for one of the
stevedore companies for 8s a day.

Mr Abrahams remembers times when there was so
much work that you could work two whole nights
if you wanted to. He also remembers times after
the war when work was more scarce. Then the
workers sat outside the docks and played cards
while they waited for ships to come in. They
used to say "Watch the Hill" because when a ship
was coming they put a sign on the mountain.

Mr Abrahams says that stevedoring work is easier
now. But the old times were better because
there was more work. Now containers are taking
the work away.

Mr Abrahams retired two years ago. He had
worked for 47 years. Before he retired he saw
many workers were retrenched because of
containers. Mr Abrahams wanted to go on working
until he had worked 50 years. But, two years
ago he also was retrenched.
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MR SIKOLOBO was born in 1920 in the Ciskei.
When he was 16 years old he went to work for one
year in Johannesburg. 1In 1937 he started work
at Cape Town docks. First he lived in District
Six. In 1955 he moved to Langa. Now he lives
in Lingelihle, the stevedore hostel.

Mr Sikolobo remembers that in the old days the
work was very hard. The stevedores moved heavy
copper and heavy dirty coal. But, there was
work for lots of people. 1In those days each
fruit gang had 33 workers. Now, because of
containers, there are only 13 workers in a gang.

Mr Sikolobo was a member of the CTSDWU. He went
to many meetings on the Parade. All the
workers, coloured and African, permanent and
casual, were members of the union. Mr Sikolobo
was happy that they had a union in the old days.
But he says that the old union did not discuss
everything like the GWU does now.

This year Mr Sikolobo goes on pension after
working for 46 years at Cape Town docks.








