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URING THE RECENT visit to
ritain by theSoviet ‘Eresident,
Mikhail Gorbachov, the whole
question of Britain’s human
rights record in regard to Ireland
and Irish people received much
public attention.

During the course of the week
of the visits, a delegation from the
families of the Birmingham Six
and Guildford Four met a leading
representative of the Soviet dele-

tion, Andrei Gratchoy, deput{

ead of the International Rel-
ations Department of the Soviet
communist,]parltry.

As a result of the meeting and
the many requests both before
and during the visit to raise the
whole question of Britain’s vio-
lations of human rights, the
Soviets promised that they would
raise the cases at future human

ights conferences such as the one
taking place in Paris this month.

This is an important advance in
making international public
opinion aware of the ]fh'g,ht of
these Irish victims of British in-
justice. Britain cannot be allowed
to criticise others and claim to
speak with unsullied hands with
regi.rd to human rights abuses.

uring the visits, members of
the prisoners’ families and sup-
port groups held a number of
vigils to highlight these two
important cases and to draw Brit-
ish public attention to the fact
that their prime minister is a
hypocrite and liar. :

nfortunately, they were pre-
vented from doing so by the
English police, who arrested the
peaceful protesters and locked
them up for four hours, then
released them without charge.
'Il':wir banners were taken from
them.

Integration
process
condemned

JOINT ACTION against the

common danger posed by the
developments within the EEC
was caﬁed forinajoint statement
jssued by the French Communist
Party and the Communist Party
of Ireland, following a visit of a
French defegation to Ireland last
month.

Jacques Denis, international
secretary of the French Commun-
ist Party, was visiting Ireland at
the invitation of the Irish party.
While here he met a wide range of

litical activists, includinﬁ inn

éin, Labour Left, and the
Workers’ Party, as well as trade
unionists and peace activists.

At the talks between the two
parties, both agreed on the seri-
ous dangers to national sovereign-

posecf by the very existence of
‘the Common rket. They
agreed that it was essential to
mobilise the maximum forces
possible to fight against the so-
called integration process and to
unite workers to assert their own
interests.

The class issues involved in the
Common Market, it was agreed,
were those of the democratic
forces, led by the working class,
on one hand, and the multi-
national monopolies, for which
the Common Market was estab-
lished, on the other. :

The two parties, in conclusion,
agreed to strengtflen their com-
mon links and activities in the
fight against monopoly capital-
ism, for democracy, national
-sovereignty ad =~ cialism.

[ * MAY DAY GREETINGS * BEANNACHTAI NA BEALTAINE *

British hit on human rights

Of course, if this had happened
in the Soviet Union it would have
made the BBC and ITV news
headlines: just another example
of the abuse of human rights in
the Soviet Union. The British
press would have had a squad of

reporters around to cover the
incident.

But, alas, when it comes to théir
own government, they turn the
other way: they see no evil, hear
no evil, and speak no evil.

It is perfectly right that the

Soviet government should raise
the cases of the Birmingham Six
and Guildford Four at inter-
national conferences on human
rights; but the primary responsi-
bility lies with the Irish Govern-
ment. It is clear that these cases

have strong international support.
Our Government must take the
lead and not hide behind others.
It is up to all those who are
interested in the case here in Ire-
land not to allow the Government:
off the hook. They must put the
pressure on now and get a public
commitment from the Govern-
ment to use every international
forum to highlight the case and
demand justice and freedom

* UNEMPILOYMENT © EMIGRATION ® POVERTY o

SOCIALISM IS
THE ANSWER

HE WORKING CLASS is deeply affected by a massive frustration and despair as the wave of emigration and unemployn
ment continues to take its toll on blighted lives, separated families, and the loss of so much human potential. There is

only one way out of this economic and political crisis, and that is socialism.

For the ruling circles of our country, things are going well.
They are buying more expensive houses than ever, for them
there is a real consumer boom, and the rewards for sturdy
individualism and enterprise are theirs for the taking.

For the vast majority of people,
however, capitalism is a failure. It
is becoming harder and harder to
make ends meet; but even worse
is the all-pervading fear that we
are caught in a trap and that there
is no way out.

For the ruling class, of course,
socialism—with its emphasis on
sharing equally society’s produce,
and the right of everyone to work
—is some:fu'ng only to bejeeredat.

But there is no other answer to
our problems.

It is so obvious that what we
need is the creation of a massive
number of jobs. Privateenterprise,
no matter how sturdy, has never
carried out that task—the oppo-
site: it is private enterprise 4 la
Larry Goodman that strips our
existing enterprises of jobs and
condemns thousands more daily
to poverty and emigration.

or will private enterprise sud-
denly change its character; be-

cause, as Marx pointed out a hun-
dred years ago, capitalists must al-
ways invest where the profit
returns are greatest. That is the
law of the capitalist market.

Only a socialist society will take
control of investment, through
state ownership of banks and
finance institutions. Only a social-
ist society will plan that invest-
ment to solve our social needs, to
create jobs, and give to the econo-
my the dynamism to generate
more jobs out of its own natural
process.

And only socialism can act col-
lectively, to replace the anarchy
of individual greed with balanced
development.

Neither Fianna Fiil nor Fine
Gael have any perspective of seri-
ous job creation. Fine Gael actu-
ally go so far as to'argue that emi-
gration is a good thing; they have
accepted the “inevitability” of our
lack of industrial development.

CONNOLLY SUNDAY

The annual Communist Party of Ireland tribute to
James Connolly will take place at Arbour Hill
on Sunday 14 May at 3:00 p.m.

Orations will be made on behalf of
the Communist Party of Ireland
and the Connolly Youth Movement

All welcome

for ceremony
Speaker from the Fren

Cork 276183, Galway
Organised by the Comm

BODENSTOWN COMMEMORATION
Sunday 18 June

Assemble at Sallins and march at 1:00 p.m.
to the grave of Wolfe Tone in Bodenstown

As this is the 200th anniversary of the French Revolution
which so inspired Wolfe Tone and the United Irishmen,
it is fitting that the main tribute be paid
by a French communist.

Buses from Dublin, Belfast, Cork, and Galway

For information, phone Dublin 711943, Belfast 230669,

at 2:00 p.m.
ch Communist Party

L]

51388, Sligo 45490
unist Party of Ireland

For there are many things that
need to be done. We need more
hospitals, more teachers, better
education equipment, improved
social assistance. But all of this
can only be produced when we
pool our resources together, using
the country’s resources for the
common benefit and building the
jﬂldustrial base that can pay forit

Quite simply, we cannot afford
the rich any more;they are eating
us out of hearth and home. If any-
one has to emigrate, let it be the
Kuppies and the parasites who

ave br(])&ght the country to its
knees while they have grown fat
on the wealth they won’t share
with the majority.

Socialism, by contrast, as the
existing developments in the
Soviet- Union show, is full of
potential. There, the working
class is on the move.

Fianna Fiil haven’t quite gone
as far, but they too have no ideas
about manufacturing jobs. The
services sector will provide our
salvation, they say. But to be
viable a services sector must itself
be based on a successful manu-
facturing base.

The capitalist parties know
themselves that they cannot do
this job, and so they have
removed this issue from their pol-
itical agenda.

But it remains on the agenda for
the thousands of people who
need jobs now and who will need
jobs in the future.

THIS MONTH

® WOMEN

See page two

® WORKERS’'PARTY

ARD-FHEIS
See page three
® ANGLO-IRISH

AGREEMENT
See page four

® GALWAY

See page seven
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T SEEMS that there is to be no end to the series of wanton

civilian deaths that continue to mar the political scene in
the North.

To a considerable extent the killings are sectarian. Loyalist
gunmen shoot Catholics in an effort to intimidate the whole
community; the IRA retaliates against suspected loyalists
and against RUC men, UDR men, and reservists, but the
Protestant community sees it all as just an attack on them.

Sectarian killings can be planned against, if the will is there,
and if the understanding is there. For the IRA, which pro-
fesses to uphold the republican ideal of uniting the Irish
people in independence from Britain, there can be no excuse
for any tinge of sectarianism.

But many of the killings are the consequence of the armed
campaign: if you are going to have such a campaign you will
sometimes at least have civilian deaths, such as the tragic kill-
ing of Joanne Reilly in Warrenpoint.

But what political point do the IRA think they are pursu-
ing? We can read and re-read their statements of position;
but apart from asserting the right of the Irish people to carry
out armed struggle, they have no perspective whatever that
this line of struggle will bear fruit.

Indeed, the most common “justification” for continuing
the armed struggle is that too many have died to stop now.
This is not just political bankruptcy. This is moral bank-
ruptcy as well.

The taking of life must always be a very serious thing. To
continue a useless, aimless, endless campaign of death be-
cause people have died in the struggle so far cannot be ex-
cused. The only justification for an armed struggle is that
people have no other way to advance their just rights and
that the way chosen has the potential of success because it
has the political support and political clarity of objective
that makes victory possible.

But what do the IRA say? They pretend that British
imperialism—one of the cruellest, most vicious and most
heartless oppressions that the world has ever known—will
grow war-weary.

Margaret Thatcher will get upset about Irish policemen get-
ting killed? Whoever heard such nonsense!

Of course, there are those in the Provisionals’ ranks who
are looking for a political way. There are fine resolutions
passed at Sinn Féin ard-fheiseanna, and Sinn Féin president
Gerry Adams has made many fine speeches charting out a
valid and political approach.

But in the end he is driven back to regretting the endless
litany of mistakes; and all his fine political words and hopes
gre i?st in the sordid reality of unnecessary and pointiess

eaths.

The Provisionals can find no political justification for the
so-called armed struggle: they must bite the bullet and bring
it to an end.

For it is not just the horror of death that condemns it, but
the total aimlessness of the whole thing. Look at the non-
sense on the railway line linking Dublin and Belfast. If it
were loyalists, opposed to the unity of North and South, we
could understand. But the Provisionals are supposed to be
working to establish the unity of Ireland, not to keep the
two parts apart.

The only “reason”of course is that it is possible to do it: the
ultimate in soft targets. But the only losers are ordinary Irish
people who haven’t got private means of transport, who rely
on the railway to travel.

Gaelscoileanna

THE DEPARTMENT of Education, under prompting
from the leadership of the Irish National Teachers’Organ-
isation, has begun a new attack on parents’attempts to set up
all-Irish schools.

The Gaelscoileanna, as the schools are known, are increas-
ingly popular among working-class people who wish to en-
sure that their children will be able to speak Irish. Statistics
show the sad fact that whereas children from whatever back-
ground who go to all-Irish schools learn to speak Irish fluent-
ly, very few children who go to English-language schools can
speak Irish at all.

The department, always hostile to demands for Irish-
language education, has now revived a long-forgotten rule
. that in future such schools will only be sanctioned where the
children come from Irish-speaking homes.

It is obvious that the majority of parents from the working
class who want an Irish-language education for their children
do not themselves speak Irish, and this rule is designed to
stop the growth of Gaelscoileanna.

Parents have a free choice as to whether or not to send
their children to such schools; and it is an affront to democ-
racy that the department should seek to take that choice
away.

Even more shaming is the fact that Gerry Quigley and the
INTO, who are refusing to stand beside the discriminated-
against teacher Brid Nic Dhomhnaill, in Recess, urged the
department to take this shameful action.

Women

Ireland Iags behind in

By AVILA KILMURRAY
N THE HEADY days of the October Revolution, Alexandra K ollontai was already raisin

the important issue of adequate child care provision for working
and the Common Market countries, recent reports underline how

provision of child care is seen as a priorify.

In Childcare in Ireland, Dr Anna
Mc Kenna pointed out that “the
contemporary idea of the worker
as parent is one that has not yet
been absorbed in most work
organisations, and it is still feltas
more comfortable to keep these
two roles in separate compart-
ments.”

The idea of the parent asworker,
particularly the mother as worker,
is one that has not yet been trans-
lated into practice in the more
equal sharing of the task of child-
rearing between mother and
father.

Thus the woman’s life is still
artificially split by society into
worker and mother, imposing
often contradictory expectations
and conflicting responsibilities.

INSIDIOUS

More insidious even than thisis
the attempt by the state to use
lack of child care facilities to
force women out of employment
altogether when the unemploy-
ment figures start to increase.

This ploy is sometimes accom-
panied { the psychological war
on working mothers, which
claims that their children are
more likely to be deprived, delin-
quent, disturbed, and so on.

Dr McKenna compares the Irish
situation with that in Portugal—a
country that ranks even higher in
the poverty league than Ireland—
and highlights the fact that child
care in Portugal is offered on a
more systematic and organised
basis.
Indeed, Ireland and Britain are
the only two EEC member-states
that continue to apply thereguire-
ment that a child be socially dis-
advantaged or “at risk” asthe sole
basis for admittance to a state-
funded nursery.

The social stigma that this pos-
ition gives rise to does little for
women on low pay or the status
of child care workers.

Again, the 1988 figurés for the
pay in such jobs (largely held byd
women) underline the situation:
—Nursery supervisor: £132
—Nursery assistant: £114
—Child minder: £70
—Playgroup leader: £45

North ‘enjoys’
worst levels

RONT BENCH British Labour
speaker Marjorie Mowlam,
while addressing a women’s
affairs conference in Belfast last
month, declared that Narthern
Ireland had the worst Ch?&i care
facilities in the whole of Europe.
The conference, consisting of
150 representatives from over
thirty groups in the North, dis-
cussed education, social welfare,
health, poverty, unemployment,
and the danger of low pay follow-
ing the abolition of the wages
councils.

The British Labour spokes-
woman said that these were the
issues that needed ﬁ)roper atten-
tion, being part of the harsh reali-
ties that women here face daily.

Also speaking at the conference,
the British Labour shadow minis-
ter for women’s rights, Jo
Richardson, stated that the meet-
ing was an attempt to raise issues
that women here were interested
in.

It is intended that the views
expressed by conference dele-
gates be published in a booklet
and presented to the British
Labour Party.

“even if three million

Compare these with:
—Clerk-typist: £140
—Average woman’s
wage: £137
—-szggage man’s industrial wage:

NORTH
The position in Northern Ire-
land is little different, with low-
paid women workers paying low
wages to other women .
Alongside this—apart from very
few facilities—much child care is

industrial

CASUAITIES? pProvision of childcare

parents; but in Irelan
ar we have to go before

offered on a two to three-hour
basis, thus leaving paid child-
minders or sympathetic women
relatives as the only feasible
alternative for mothers who want
to have employment outside the
home.

It may not be an exaggeration
to suggest that the value that any
society places on equality for
women may well be reflected in
its policy for the provision of
chilg care.

Dubliner’s
noteboo

Free advertising for
leading businessmen

By GEOFF PALMER

Vl‘HE PROGRAMME sponsored by RTE last month, while
very commendable as a means of raising money for those
terribly in need and the homeless, is only hitting the tip of

the iceberg.

Apart from proving, if proof
were ever needed, the enormous
generosity of the Irish people
when the call is seirt out, 1t also
did two other things.

Firstly, it helped to take the
Government off the hook as far as
their responsibility for the pover-
ty, destitution and homelessness
of our own people is concerned.
The cut-backs, the failure to
spend money on providing hous-
ing and of course jobs for the
ordinary people, alladd up to one
thing: a complete disregard and
uncaring attitude for those in
need by a Government that never
éeases to preach and extol Chris-

«tian values.

The RTE money-raising also
provided free advertising for a
whole string of leading manu-
facturers, retail stores, such as
Brown Thomas, and banks and
other financial institutions.

Not by any means were these
numerous firms delving into their
profits. Oh, no, they were on the
screen to tell the public how
wonderful and generous their
staffs were in response to the call.
All wonderful propaganda for the
likes of Ben Dunne, the directors
of Allied Irish Banks, etc.

What does it all add up to?Well,
ounds is
raised, it is only a short-term
effort on the part of the staff of
numerous firms and the general
public.

As stated in this column, the
groblem of the homeless could

e solved tomorrow by the
Government taking over some of
the many office blocks or fac-
tories that lie vacant and convert-
ing them into a night shelter. But
no, that would be a crime of the
first  dimension committed
against the sacred code of proper-
ty in this country.

JOBS TO GO
IF rationalisation in production
and distribution is not now intro-
duced in the bakery trade to face
foreign imports, there will be no
Irish bakeries left.

That was revealed in the D4il
last month by Mr Dunne, who,

ou may recall, was the main
mstrument in the closing down of
one of our leading bakeries.

When foreign bread is dumped
on the Irish market, undercutting
bread prices here, there won’t be
much Irish bread sold in Dunne’s
Stores or anywhere else.

Just another reason why the
trade union and whole labour
movement had better lose no
further time in coming out and
resisting our entry into a single
European market, for it is not
alone the bakeries that will close
down but the clothing industry.

Three clothing companies in
Dublin last month closed because
of the massive imports of ready-
made clothes. Seventy jobs went
with the closures. How many
more are to come?

Looking for
information

Dear sir,

Could we please use the letters
page of tKour newspaper to
announce the following?

The Resource Centre, part of a
non-profit-making workers’ co-
operative, is to undertake the

ublication of a fourth (1989-

0) edition of the Alrernative Ire-
land Directory. This guide to
afernative groups and activities in
Ireland is designed as a tool to
assist people in the creation of
a human-scale non-exploitative
society.

The directory is heavily depen-
dent on information supplied to
it by individuals and groups. If
any of your readers have listings
for inclusion in this new edition,
they should write immediately
to us and we will forward all the
relevant details.

Yours sincerely,
Joe Finnerty
Resource Centre
24 Sullivan’s Quay
Cork



IRISH SOCIALIST, May 1989—Page Three

— —

'WORKERS’ PARTY ARD-FHEIS SEES MAJOR CHANGES IN POLITICAL ORIENTATION

Sturdy individualism
replaces socialism

PROIN SIAS DE ROSSA’s ];])residential address to last month’s Workers’ Party ard-fheis
heralded a fundamental change in Workers’ Party policy in relation to the meaning of

® PROINSIAS DE ROSSA ... leading the workers astray.

He discarded party commit-
ments to nationalising industry
and, by implication at least
played down the significance of
the role to be played by state
industries.

He developed his theme by

¢ declaring that the Workers’ Party

now stood for “enterprise and
innovation, sturdy individualism,
risk-taking, and competition.”

He rejected the idea that he said
was commonly put against the
Workers’ Party, that they stood
for “featherbedding a cosy civil
service and ever-burgeoning bur-
eaucracy”,

He went on to declare that he
was against a policy that people
saw as sayjng, “If it moves,
nationalise 1t, and when it stops
moving then we can get down to
organising trade unions properly”

e Rossa argued that this
charge had to be answered
straight on: “This party is not for
nationalising anything that does
not need nationalising. This party
is for public ownership only
where the public want to own
something.”

Department loses case
in Jobsearch challenge

INCE THE advent of the “Jobsearch” programme, many social welfare recipients have
found themselves arbitrarily cut off the dole without notice or adequate explanation. One
e minister for for social welfare and the Department of Social
t to use the “Jobsearch”scheme in this way may have important spin-offs for all

man’s couraie in challenging t
Welfare’s rig
of us.

With the help of Mary Robinson
SC, Gerry Durcan BL, and the
Limerick Unemployed Centre,
Thomas Thompson, who was dis-
qualified from receiving payment
because of his refusal to take part
in a “Jobsearch” training course,
took a High Court action against
the minister for social welfare,
Michael Woods.

In the later part 0f1987 and the
early part of 1988, a series of
decisions was made in Mr Thomp-
son’s case under the provisions of
the Social Welfare (Consolidation)
Act, 1981, by deciding officers
and an appeals officer that had the
effect of terminating for the time
being his entitlement to pay-
ments of unemployment assist-
ance.

These decisions were made on
the grounds that Mr Thompson
refused to take part in“Jobserach”
—which, he felt, was of no use to
him and would not increase his
prospects of gaining employment.

At 49 years of age, with over
thirty years’ work experience be-
hind him, most of us would be
inclined to agree with him. Apart
from the fact that he was not im-
pressed with the “Jobsearch”train-
ing programmes, taking part
would have meant a loss of in-
come for him.

ThomasThompson is awidower.
He has four children. His eldest
has already emigrated, his oldest
daughter is doing well in UCG,
and both his younger children are
still in school and live at home.

To take part in “Jobsearch”
would have involved finding and
payin$ 2 baby-sitter, and subse-
quent’v = loss of income.

His¢ =  awzobacktothe
appeal -iniig time, hope-

By JENNY DELANEY
[Reprinted from Brii]

fully, with assessors present. One
of the points raised by Mr Thomp-
son’s legal representatives in
court was the fact that his appeals
claim form had been tampered
with: hisrequest to have assessors

resent at his appeal had been
geleted. The appeals officer ad
mitted this, and claimed that it
was an error.

Although the judge agreed that
there were a number of irregu-
larities in the Department of
Social Welfare’s treatment of Mr
Thompson, he also agreed that Mr
Thompson had not conclusively

proved that he wasgenuinely seek-

1n% work.
The most important paragraph

in Judge Hanlon’s statement for |

unerr};i

oyed geople generally
was:

am satisfied, however, that

to a decision that an applicant
who has been in receipt of un-
employment assistance for some
time should have continuin% ay-
ment disallowed, he shou dp in
form the person concerned that

Drink to

Nicaragua!
COFFEE is Nicaragua’'s
main export — buying it
helps the Nicaraguan
people and government.

Instant: £1.60/100g

Filter: £2.50/2279g

Available from:
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43 East Essex Street - Dublin 2 -

before a decidinﬁoﬁcer proceeds

(01) 711943

the position is being reviewed b
him and the grounds upon whic
he is considering disallowing fur.
ther payment; and the person
concerned should be given an
opportunity to answer the case
made against him.”

This should bring about a
change in Social Welfare’s pro-
cedure that will affect anyone
whose entitlement to benefit is
questioned.

Costs were awarded against

the Department of Social Welfare.

ance of the EEC, which has now.

® ON THE DOLE ... at the mercy of petty bureaucrats.

socialism and the short-term strategy of the party.

The reasoning put forward be-
hind this was that socialist ideas
have to be constrained by democ-
racy. If the people want a particu-
lar system, then it’s undemocratic
to oppose it.

On this basis, he said, “socialism
is first and last about the political
rule of the majority in society ...
A democratic socialist govern-
ment must do the will of the
people.”

He went on to explain: “It is
clear that the people ... donotat
this time want public ownership
of the means of production. They
want a market system ... medi-
ated by the price mechanism.

“If that is what they want,” he
declared, “we will not stand in the
way.”

This can only be read as a clear
acceptance of the capitalist sys-
tem. It was qualified by calls f}(’)r
public honesty and open scruti-
ny of the activities of capitalists;
but, quite frankly, Fine Gael and
the PDs would have no problem
in accepting these qualifications.

CONTRADICTIONS

There are, of course, several
contradictions involved.

In the first place, if something is
right because people want it, one
could argue that people want
Fianna Fiil in government and
therefore it would be undemo-
cratic to oppose them.

This emphasis on private enter-
prise and individualism clearl
calls into question the state’s role
in industrial development.

This has been a major plank of
Workers’ Party policy up till now.
Of course communists have
argued that it was inconsistent to
call for state development while
working in favour of the Com-
mon Market; but whatever our
differences about the EEC, the
Workers’ Party had a good line on
the role of state industries.

Will this now change? Logically
it must; but the speech must also
have caused great internal con-
fusion and concern. How this will
express itself, time will tell.

LOGICAL

In some ways, of course, this
new “re-definition” of socialism is
the logical outcome of the accept-

L,

8

been formally endorsed.

The political question needs,
however, to be gut again. Enter-
prise, energy and the get-up-and-
go attitude have not created sec-
ure industrial jobs for our people;
and the state remains the only
mechanism that can force a
planned investment such as we

. need. That role for the state is in-

;:lc;;npatible with EEC member-

ip.

And, contrary to Joe Sherlock’s
view, the debate about the Com-
mon Market is not over. It has
been re-opened.

As regards the North, the
Workers” Party has now gone
further in opposing attempts to

.-raise the national question.

Not just the armed struggle is
attacked, but any challenge to the
sectarian state system established
there. _

Or again, people voted in a
majority in a eferendum against
divorce; using the same logic that
has made acceptance of the mar-
ket obligatory, divorce should
also be opposed.

Another contradiction arises
from his declared attitude to
capitalism. It is inconsistent, to
say the least, to argue that capital-
ism must be “tamed, caged and
starved until it withers away”
moments after he has come out in
support of the market system and
the price mechanism.

Indeed, de Rossa forthrightly
declared that because he wanted
to extract “a few rotten teeth” did
not mean that his party was
“against enterprise, againstmoney,
against going out and doing your
own thing.”

SOCIAL WELFARE

This “sturdy individualism” that
he has now embraced then ex-
pressed itself in a deplorable
attack on those living on social
welfare.

“The lazy will be penalised,” he
declared; “and that means dole
sBongers as well as tax do%ers,
short-day shirkers as well as
bosses.”

Let it be said that, for all the
rhetoric, social welfare abuse is a
minor problem in our country. A
mere five or ten per cent are in-
volved; and none of these are liv-

ing in luxury.
%ven if ’{1}1,e phrase “dole spon-

i Eers” refers only to those claiming

enefits they are not fully en-

 titled to, it is impossible to equate

them with tax evaders, who have
deprived the state of millions and
illions of pounds.

But here came the main mes-
sage of the speech. “We know that

i wealth must be produced before

it can be distributed. We know
that enterprise, innovation and
risk-taking should be rewarded.
We want growth.

“But we also know that if social-
ism does not humanise society,
then we are on a fool’s errand.”

CAPITALISM

In the view of the Communist
Party of Ireland, this is not a
statement of socialist principles:
it is “capitalism with a human
face”

These theoretical conce]fts, put
forward with such detail in his
first presidential address, are not
mere intellectual abstractions.

They are the framework of a
political philosophy whose focus

my 1S Ot the rule of the working class
" but the rule of the majority—

which may or may not be the
same thing.
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C OMMUNIST PARTY CALLS FOR THE ANGLO-IRISH AGREEMENT TO BE TRA NSCENDED

Key to peace lies in

a British withdrawal

HE “REVIEW” of the Anglo

are written, the final adjus

and the people of the two countries, to lo
treaty is, understand how it h

borou
must be transcended.

In order for this to happen—in
order to stop thekillings, to bring
peace with democracy, to begin
to heal the sectarian divisions
among the people of Northern
Ireland—there must be a new
departure: a British disengage-
ment from Ireland.

That is why our party makes the
demand on the British Parliament
that it should declare its intention
to withdraw from Ireland, in pol-
itical, military and economic
terms, by a stated date, and leave
the people of this island to deter-
mine their own future.

Sectarianism

divides people

THE COMMUNIST Party of
Ireland condemned the sect-
arian attacks in which a County
Antrim father of four was mur-
dered by loyalist gunmen and an
off-duty RUC reservist escaped an
IRA shooting. - .

In a statement, the Communist
Partycalled for the trade union
campaign against sectarianism to
be stepped up and for members of
the local communities to put
their weight behind support for
an anti-sectarian campaign and to
reject and isolate the paramilitary
TN WU 2as vy zanwnaw v oo ———————
the community they come, have
nore in common with each other
than they have dividing them,”
the statement said.

“Unemployment, overty, de-
clinin g standgrds ,and a

enial of basic hiiman and demo-
cratic rights affect us all.

“The sectarian murderers are
only serving to divide the people
further, and it is the people from
deprived working-class areas who
suffer all the time,

“The time has come for the
majority of the people, who want
a peaceful and better future, to
state that this can only come
about by dialogue and by united
working-class struggle ” the state-
ment concluded.

Call for a

ceasefire

THE COMMUNIST Party of
Ireland _unequivocally "con-
demns the IRAbombinginWarren-
gomt that killed 19-year-old
oanne Reilly and injured thirty-
one other people, wreaking havoc
in the small &unty Down com-
munity.

Such incidents, apart from the
humane aspect of misery, only
serve to higlﬂaﬁght the fufility of
the Provisionals’ so-called armed
campaign, which effectively polar-
ises the community further and
lets the British government off
the hook, giving it a justification
for the escalating repression in
the North.

The continuation of violence by
the Provisionals will not succeed
in bringing about their stated ob-
jectives. As the Communist Party
pointed out, “as each bomb ex-
glodes with innocent Irish people

eing the victims, it puts back
further any strategy for peace and
independence in Irelancﬁ”

The recent events have been
further evidence of this.

The Provisionals’ best contri-
bution to the overall struggle in
Ireland, the Communist arty
said, would be to call an immedi-
ate ceasefire.

For it accepted the partition
forced on the country by war in
1920; it accepted the colon
status of government in the North;
it accepted total collaboration be-
tween the armed forces of Britain
and the forces of theIrishrepublic.

The reality of the situation after
the Anglo-Irish Agreement is that
Britain now dominates the whole
of Ireland more successfully. By
binding the Southern state and
the big majority of nationalist ele-
ments in Ireland to it,and gainmg
their acceptance of partition an
the consequent denial of the full
right to self-determination, Brit-
ain has extended its direct politi-
cal domination over the whole of
Ireland.

For Britain, it has been particu-
larly important to get this alliance
cemented as the consolidation of
western European capitalism con-
tinues apace. Within the context
of the EEC and the changes
brought about by the Single Euro-
pean Act, Britain wants Ireland as
an ally, not as an enemy. The mili-
tary neutrality of the Republic is

West Belfast
condemns RUC

THE SECRETARY of the West

Belfast Branch of the Com-

provocative ™ s Umasfabin
assault with plastic bullets on a
groli‘p of football supporters on
the Falls Road last month,

. Writing to complain about the
ncident to the chief constahle of
the RUC, he said: “Once again the
RUC hasused its lethal plasticbul-
lets in flagrant violation of their
own guidelines for their use.

“There was no riot ... there was
no threat to the lives of the RUC
or to the public. The only life.
threatening action on the Falls
Road that evening was that by the
RUC.”

The letter went on to call on
political parties, community and
other groups to support the rela-
tives and victims in the United
Campaign Against Plastic Bullets
in their work to have these
weapons banned.

-Irish Agreement is almost complete. Before the last words
tments made, we urge the ministers of the two states involved,
ok reality in the face: understand what the Hills-
as failed to solve our problems, understand how it

also to be weakened and compro-
mised, both by the treaty itself
and by pressure to join NATO or
some other western European
military alliance.

What have been the local conse-
quences of the agreement? It has
not brought peace, nor has it
answered the hopes of national-
ists in the North. On the contrary,
attacks on basic human anddemo-
cratic rights have increased. The
catalogue of new, permanent
legislation designed to deprive the

eople of Northern Ireland of
gasic civil liberties for everis well
known to the ministers who have
introduced it, and to the people
who have helplessly watched.

DISASTROUS

In sum, the Anglo-Irish Agree-
ment marks just another stage in
the history of British domination
of 'Irelanc{ Its results have been
just as disastrous as any of the

revious stages of our bloody
ﬁistory. The only way out of the
impasse, the only way to solve the
political crisis, is to end the un-
equal relationship between our
two countries. We do not want to

o back to Unionist rule in the
Elorth; but we do not want to live
under continued British domin-
ation. Let us transcend the agree-
ment with a new one that will
finally allow for e% ality between
Britain and ire]an , based on full
ey o gy e Ik~
' m-'hﬁ'fory %T'mions be-
tween Ireland and Britain has
been the history of the domin-
ation of Ireland by Britain. That is
as true today as ever. The Anglo-

Irish Agrecmicnt was not-a sol

ution to our political strife, nor a
belated recognition of the dignity
and importance of the Irishrepub-
lic. On the contrary, it was a new
expression—it marked a new
form—of the domination of Ire-
land by Britain.

The first Anglo-Irish Treaty was
forced on the nationdl indepen-
dence movement at gun-point.
Under the threat of “immediate
and terrible war”, the country was

artitioned and a sectarian state-
et, still a colony of Britain, was
set up in the North.

- Britain supported the reaction-
ary forces in the Civil War; and

SRATREREI!

when the losers of that conflict
eventually came to power, waged
economic war against them.

The Irish state was bullied and
despised for the next thirty years.
The Unionists in the North were
Britain’s staunch allies on this
island, and they were allowed to
run the region in their own
uniquely brutal and sectarian
fashion.

But many things have changed
over the years. The North ex-
ploded with the demands for civil
rights, and the unionists were un-
able to handle the subsequent
crisis. By 1985 all Britain’s at-
tempts to impose a military sol-
ution or construct an infernal
political settlement had failed.

» g e s> cue ruling circles in
th#“South had fully committed
_themselyes to dependence on
Internationat big-business in the
Eco(rjlomy, to involvemept in the

“opération with Britain.

The second Anglo-Irish treaty
marked a shift in alliances. Now
the “nationalists” in the South
and the North were offered a new
relationship with Britain throu:

a new treaty with the Irish state,
The unionists were to be coerced,
through their lack of political
influence, into a junior partner-
ship in the new system of alli-

ances.
BRIBERY
Agreement to this second great
treaty was secured, not at gun-
&?int but by political bribery.
ith the promise of some influ-
ence over the North, a new deal

‘French Principles’ still valid

TWO HUNDRED years ago, the
French Revolution and the
values it affirmed changed the
history of the world. ‘%.,iberty,
equality and fraternity” rallied
men and women of many nations
in their struggle for democracy.
The “French principles”for whic
Wolfe Tone and his comrades were
attacked in their day are still
worthy of celebration and re-
affirmation, according to a state-
ment issued by “Liberty, E uality
and Fraternity Today” (LE T).

Ireland in 1989 needs not only
to recall the historic influence of

hese values, the statement said,

but to test and maintain them
against the prevailing social phil-
osophy, which denies and is

“hostile to liberty, equality, and

fraternity.

Liberty is an ideal that chal-
lenges us to ask what is the true
meaning of freedom. Do we see it
solely as a question of national
independence, or as something to
be shared equally among all our
citizens? ow authentic is our

concern for the freedoms and
rights of individuals, of women,
of minorities, of the disadvan.
taged and marginalised?

These freedoms and rights are
the true spirit of the French Revo-

lution—in contrast to the “free-

doms” of the market, economic
individualism, and exploitation.
And as the revelution also cele-
brated freedom of thought,
through reason and imagination,
rejecting all authoritarianism and
the abuse of cPower and privilege
in church and state, so we today
are challenged to set the human
spirit free from the narrow
bonds that cripple it.

Equality, the great value on
which the concept of “citizen” is
based, calls for reassertion at a
time when individualism is
extolled: true citizenship dem-
ands the pursuit of equality in all
aspects of life. A society of privi-
lege that rejects and oppresses so
many must be re]l)‘laced with one
that recognises the right of all
citizens to develop to their full

potential, and to Pparticipate in
society on equal terms,

Fraternity 1s the great challenge
to uphold peace at home and
abroad, to invest in development
rather than arms, to preserve and
enhance the earth’s environment,
to restructure world trade and
create a new economic order. This
challenge proclaims the value of
fraternity ‘in and for our time,
“Faoi scath a chéile a mhairimid”
Is an Irish assertion of mutual
interdependence.

Recognition of this inter.
dependence among the peoples of

he earth requires not only a posi-
tive neutrality in the cause of
world peace but a solidarity with
all who struggle for liberty, equal-
ity, and fraternity. Fraternity
requires that our own economic
needs must not deflect us from
that solidarity.

The LEFT Committee invites
all who share the values of the
French Revolution to join not
only in celebration but in makin
this year a new beginning for Irisﬁ
democracy.

for Northern nationalists, and a
Bermanent advisory role to the
ritish government, the signature
of the Irish state was obtained.
But it was nonetheless an unequal
treaty, a formal acceptance of
Irish subservience to Britain.

This is the necessary foundation
foranew agreement: a settlement
that would allow for a transition
fo 3 peaceful, stable, united Ire-
and.

We propose that the following
d¢ the basic points of the agree-
ment.

During, a planned British with-
drawal, there should be anend to
all coercive legislation and repres-
sive measures carried out b}{ the
British army, RUC, and UDR.

Following " a -declaration of a
phased British withdrawal, a date
should be set for the election ofa
;’»3 ounty pa;l}i‘amlffl}_ from all
To enable the unification of Ire-
land to proceed peacefully and to
protect the rights of the working
people, north and south, there

ould be a transitional devolved
assembly in Northern Ireland
elected {y the people of the Six
Counties, within the context of
an all-Ireland sovereign parlia-
ment.

This devolved assembly in
Northern Ireland must specific-
ally have for a fixed period: suf-
ficient powers to enable a radical,
democratic programme of econ-
omic development to be under-
taken, and jurisdiction over all
social policy and legislation, in-
cluding health and social services,
education, family and child poli.
cy, divorce, contraception, abor-
tion, and matters of personal
sexuality.

Alongside these measures a
financial settlement must be
reached between the British and
Irish governments to ensure
minimum disruption and to
improve the living standards of
working people, north and south.

It lies within the power of the
ministers of the British and Irish
states to make such an agreement.
It lies within the power of the
people of Ireland to make a trans.
ition to a new Ireland as peaceful
as possible. It would then lie with-
in the power of all the people of
Ireland, those presently unionist
and those presently nationalist,
to construct a new society. We
hope such a new society will be
socialist, and we will work for
that. But the first step is the em-

powerment of our people.

€ urge an end to the Hills-
borough  agreement that en-
shrmes_ the domination of Ireland
by Britain. We demand a new
agreement that will organise the
disengagement of Brifain from
Irelanq and the creation of a new,
sovereign and independent nation
of Ireland.
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Gorbachev
hits the
right note

By MARGARET BRUTON

IT WAS a great, if
Mikhail Gorbachey,
land and his talks with
a three-day visit to Cuba

hectic,
beginning with his short visit to Ire-
the taoiseach, Charles Haughey, then
, where Soviet-Cuban relations were

week for the Soviet leader,

strengthened, and his visit to Britain.

Gorbachev stated that his visit
to Ireland was not a “stop-over”
‘but a “milestone”.

And the historic visit 1gl;nowed

i e e

Soviet links
with Cuba

strengthened

OVIET LEADER Mikhail

orbachev on his visit to Cuba

last month predicted “a tremen-
dous future for Latin America”

Democratic processes taki
place in Latin America woul
gain force and would usher in a
tremendous future, he told
reporters soon after his arrival.

oviet friendship with Cuba
was strong, sincere, and time-
tested, said the Soviet leader,
expressing delight that he was “in
the embrace of friends”.

Recent positive changes in the
international arena and in
internal processes in the two
countries opened up new pros-

pects for Soviet-Cuban co-
ogflration, TASS news agency
said.

PEACE

The issues of war and peace,
environmental security, bilateral
co-operation and economic
development were among the
topics discussed b ikhail
Gorbachev and Fidel Castro.

High on the agenda was the
problem of debts, which burden
the countries of Latin America,
and both Fidel Castro and Mikhail
Gorbachev agreed that these
countries’ debt of 420 billion dol-
lars to industrialised countries
amounted to “effective robben;y”.

The Soviet leader has put for-
ward the opinion that the best
way of handling this would be for
the creditor states to declare a
100-year moratorium on repay-
ments.

The two leaders also discussed
the problems created for Latin
America by drug smuggling.

Soviet spokesman Gennady
Gerasimov said that Gorbachev
had expressed his fear that while
producing illegal drugs mainly for
the American market, Latin
American countries “are also
becoming narcotics consumers,
so making the problem even more

acute.”
WREATH

Mikhail Gorbachev and Fidel
Castro laid a wreath at the Lenin
monument, after which the
visited the “Expo Cuba” exhib-
ition, which sets out the social
and economic development of
socialist Cuba.

They ° studied a micro-
analytical blood testing system
that has been worked out by
Cuban scientists. The Cuban
medical team that went to
Armenia last December to give
assistance to the earthquake vic-
tims had this system with them.

Another visit was to a bio-
engineering . research centre,
featuring bio-engineering com-
puters, automated planning and
management, automated research
work, and theoretical and nuclear
physics.

that glasnost is penetrating
through to Ireland: there was sig-
nificantly no protest, as there
might have been some years ago.
his was in stark contrast to
Ronald Reagan’s visit to Ireland,
where he met some of the most
massive demonstrations ever seen
in Ireland, in protest against his
warmongering attitudes and his
foreign policies, particularly in
relation to Latin America.
PEACE

It was not surprising that the
subject of peace was high on the
agenda, with the Soviet leader
strongly emphasising the impor-
tance of an expansion of positive
trends and a lessening of confron-
tation, especially military con-
frontation.

It is also not surprising, given
the diplomatic aspect, that
Gorbachev stated in relation to
Northern Ireland that the Soviet
Union was “sympathetic to the
efforts to solve that problem con-
sistent with the feelings of the
people of Northern Ireland.” but
the two leaders had “no practical
discussion of the problem itself,
only the humane aspects.”

These “humane aspects” were
followed up on Gorbachev’s visit
to Britain.

As Charles Haughey said, the
Soviet leader is well briefed on

‘Water issue

still active

TO MOST people in the Dublin

area, the water rates battle
ended when Dublin City Council
decided not to impose service
charges any more.

It should be noted that the
council was instructed to remove
the charges by the minister for
the environment—this at a time
when, by withdrawal of finance,
the same minister was forcing
other councils throughout the
country to impose service charges.

This was an extremely clever if
somewhat dishonest and unjust
decision. The opposition built up
in the Dublin area was becoming
too strong and was giving heart to
others, and taking it out of the
battle weakened the campaign
nationally.

What is even worse is that the
trade union movement has also
lost some of its original enthusi-
asm, and we wonder if thisis con-
nected with the fact that most
unions have their head offices in
Dublin.

At present nobody is more
aware of the lack of commitment
by the unions than the people of
north County Kildare, who are
under constant attack by Kildare
County Council—a body that is
cutting off water supplies every
day and vandalising stop-cocksin
the process.

This has only been possible be-
cause scab workers have been

¢ carrying out the cut-offs, and do-
ing so with vindictive joy in some
cases. These people belong to
some union or other, and those
unions are doing nothing to cur-
tail this despicable behaviour.
What ever happened to class soli-

- darity?

Living is

® MIKHAIL GORBACHEY

the circumstances of such issues
as the Guildford Four and the
Birmingham Six.

Central Committee member
and def)uty head of the Inter-
national Relations Department
Andrei Grachov at a press con-
ference ‘said: “The 'issue of
human rights has become two-
way traffic, a two-way street.

FIRM

“It has a firm place on the pol-
itical agenda in the east-west
discussions, and it-has been there
for some time.”

No longer can Margaret
Thatcher get away with-her hypo-
critical stance: i

/ . raised i
human rights in the North of Irela;fi. the issue

ion of - |

. were
~ all from the nuclear f:

of Britisin violations of

human rights, with her own house
in such disorder,

. And the Birmingham Six organ-
iser Paddy Mc Ilkenny met a
Soviet delegation in London to
seek support for the men’s release.

The historic, if brief, visit of the
Soviet leader to Ireland will be
followed by a visit by members of
the Government for further dis-
cussions.

This could provide a unique
opportunity to strengthen the
ties between Ireland and the
Soviet Union, cultural, political,
and commercial.

This opportunity must be

Goodman puts more
workers on dole

ARRY GOODMAN’S successful take-over bid for West- ( é
meath CO-OP has had plenty of publicity. However, it Protect our nationalenvironment.
t

would be usefu

Since Goodman’s take-over of

Bailieborough there have been big h

changes, which have meant con-
siderable job losses. According to
a recent article in Alpha, the
engineering works attached to the
former co-op was closed, with the
loss of 46 jo%s.

In the creamery the office staff
was cut from 61 to 15, and 57
workers in this section were paid
off. Ten will be re-employed on a
casual basis.

In the milk powder section of
the co-op, the entire staff of 35
lost their jobs. It is expected that
28 are likely to be re-engaged on a
contract basis.

DISASTER

In job terms, the sale of the
Bailieborough Co-op to Larry
Goodman was a disaster, with a
total of 184 people losing perma-
nent employment. At the most,
38 of them will be given casual
work, which seems to be a feature
of Goodman’s meat factories.

Casual or contract labour usu-
ally means low pay but extremel
high profits. One has only to loo
at the profit returns of Dunne’s
Stores, one of the kings of low
pay. It is estimated that the com-
pany’s profits will hit the £60
million mark.

One of the princiﬁal reasons for
Dunne’s success is that wage costs
are low. In contrast, directors’
remuneration is high: in 1987 it
amounted to £100000.The direc-
tors include numerous members
of the Dunne family.

1 o examine the situation in this same com-
pany in twelve months’ time. .

It is reckoned that Ben Dunne
as accumulated a fortune of
several hundred million.

Low pay is good for some.

How blind
IS Jjustice
ANY PEOPLE were dis-
gusted to read that the First

National Building Society was
attempting to evict John Ryan
and his wife and family from
their home in Avondale estate in
Trim, County Meath.

What made the case more news-
worthy was the fact that Mr Ryan
wasill, disabled,and unemployed,
and his crime was that he wasun-
able to keep up the payments on
his mortgage.

Mr Ryan had attempted to re-
negotiate the terms of his mort-
gage, but this was refused by the
company. Strangely enough, Mr
Ryan’s solicitor decided to appeal
to the courts, on the grounds that
building societies are money-
lenders, not landlords; and then
the company offered to re
negotiate, but this time it was
turned dowr: by Mr Ryan!

What remains to be seen is what
will be given preference: the right
of this and every other family to
protective justice, or the need to
protect the financial empires that
rule our society.

Let us see just how blind justice
really is!

dangerous
for you!

THERE CAN be no doubt
about it: living can be danger-
ous tgﬂyour health. For years we

aware of the dangersto us
-out still
hanging around since the explo-

~ sions in Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

This fear has been partly res-

~ ponsible for curbing the enthusi-

asm the major powers used to

~ show for testing nuclear weapons.

In more recent times wehavebe-
come aware of dangers created b

. such places as Sellafield. Thou

. presenting a much more immedi-
_ ate threat to the lives of British
and Irish people, the establish-

ment’s concern for the protection
of profits has made protests less
than 100 per cent successful.

We have been inundated of late
with reports of the destruction of
the ozone layer. Once again the
pursuit of profit has first of all
obscured the enormity of the real
problem, and then prevented the
taking of even minor precautions.

Talking about such things as the
“greenhouse effect” makes people .
note the problem but guts itina
wron, erspective. It makes
people tll;ink of it as something
that might be a problem to-
morrow. It’s a problem now!

Now a nuclear-powered sub-
marine has sunk in seas where it
could contaminate all the fish in
European waters. Exactly how
great a danger this latest develop-
ment presents is hard to say. No-
body tells the public the truth in
such cases.

What we do know is that if they
could, for the sake of profit,
recover the valuables from the
Titanic after all these years, why
can they not, for the sake of
preservation. of life, recover the
nuclear reactor from this latest
disaster, which is the cause of the”
threat that produ y -

The Government has a duty to
grotect the people of this country

y demanding in all the inter-
national forums open to them
that environmental protection be
given international priority over
profits.

They also have the duty to en-
sure that decisions are taken that

As a first step they could sto
playing games with their friends
who are profiteering out of the
smoke-controlled areas scheme in
the Dublin area.

We can be sure that the Govern-
ment won’t do this voluntarily.
Maybe this year the ICTU wi
face up to some real problems and
demand the economic changes
that will weaken the power of
those who continue to make
Etlpﬁt out of the destruction of

e.
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IN THE PAST, the UCG Student
Union has been involved in
some radical campaigns. In
November 1980 it initiated indus-
trial action by postgraduate
research students over their dem-
and for better pay and improved
conditions of employment. This
strike, the first by Irish students,
lasted five bitter weeks before
adequate  concessions were
extracted from the college.

Then in 1984, when UCG
decided to bestow an honorary
doctorate on an imbecile and
mass murderer, a certain Ronald
Reagan, the Student Union
worked actively in the broad
campaign. _

Since the heady days of theanti-
Reagan protests, things have
changed somewhat. Indeed, they
have " altered so much in the
last year that many people are
beginning to believe that Ronald
Reagan never left Galway but is
alive and well, stud&ing and work-
ing 'actively in UCG student poli-
tics! ,

Late last year, at the second
attempt, the present leadership
of the student body narrowly
won a vote to leave the national

Housing
shortage

T A RECENT meeting of
Galway City Council there
must surely have been a very hol-
low sound ringing in the air as the
leading local representatives criti-
cised ’Sw two-year freeze on local
authority housing and voiced
their concern at the spiralling of
house prices in the area.

The PDs, the Fine Gael mayor,
and even Councillor Q hUiginn o
Fianna Fiil, had the cheek to take
the floor on the matter. At the
same time, their parties- are col-
luding in the D4il to ensure that
the monetarist policies that cre-
ated this situation reign supreme.

The increase in house prices is,

" without doubt, directly related to
section 23 of the Finance Act,
1988. This offers tax relief on
“exHenditure incurred on a house
or flat for letting”. In other words,
landlords will qualify for ten
years’ tax relief on any new house
they purchase for letting.

A recent advertisement for the
new Crestwood estate in Galway
by an auctioneer—a foundin,
member of the PDs, no less—di
not hide this fact. It called on
would-be landlords to “qualify
for section 23 tax relief”.

And it is not only in Galway

sacking

students’ body, USI. Since then,
things have gone from bad to
worse, culminating in the imple-
mentation of Reaganomicsin the
student finances.

At the beginning of April, the
student executive, including the
g_resident, supposedly a former

ianna Fiil member, Cathy
Grieves; and the vice-president,
Deirdre Fotrell, took the decision
to abolish the entertainments
debt. This meant sacking three
members of the staff, one full-
time and two part-time. They
were paid in lieu of notice.

It would seem that the decision
to close this most active of depart-
ments was taken without any real
consultation. People who oppose
the move claim that both the
union’s administrator and the

Student unrest about

eneral membership should have
%een consulted before such a seri-
ous decision. They weren’t.

Instead, a union executive that
has only a further two monthsto
run made this decision. Accord-
ing to some, this decision is quite
in character. Thez cite the fact
that there have been very few
general meetings of the union
membership as an indication of
this.

The sackings caused consider-
able concern among other staff
employed by the student union.
However, it seems nothing could
be done, as the three were not
members of a union.

It is unbelievable that at a time
when education is more than ever
under attack, a students’ bod
would prefer to dabble in this
kind of activity rather than try to
mobilise the student membership
in its defence and in favour of free
education for all.

Galway tenants take
on the city landlord

By NIALL FARRELL :

THE GALWAY campaign against absentee landlords,
- A which has united twelve residents’ associations and a
local tenants’ rights group, could have important lessons for

other parts of the country.

Between 25 and 30 per cent of
houses in the city are in the pri-
vate rented bracket. Despite tﬁis,
there is a complete lack of regu-
lations to govern this sector.

Rather weak by-laws do exist,
but they have never been imple-
mented. However, this may all
soon change, because of the cam-
paigning efforts of the above-
named groups.

They have discovered that,
under section 70 of the Housing
Act, 1966, the city council has
the power to draw up and imple-
ment new by-laws.

So they have now set about pre-
paring new by-laws themselves,
which will deal with the general
upkeep of private rented dwell-
ings and will also offer protection
to the tenant.

One major feature of life for the
tenant in the private rented sector
is the insecurity of tenure: arbit-
rary eviction is commonplace. It
was felt that what was needed to
offer protection for the tenant
was a letting agreement. Such a
document has been produced,
and will be Fresented to the coun-
cil as one of the suggested adden-
da to the by-laws.

At present, under the Housing

that these offers are appearing. Act, 1966, a fine of £25 is the
There were twenty-six Irish auc- maximum that canbe imposed on
tioneers at the London Property a landlord for breaking a by-law.
Exhibition at the beginning of This paltry sum would have little
April. These people are indeed the impact on an offending landlord.
new gombeen-men, out seeking Therefore the residents’ associ-
absentee landlords to exploit the ations are suggesting that a
Irisk’ people. £1000 fine be ungose_d,_to be fol-
This gevelopment, together lowed by fines of a similar figure
with the freeze throughout the until the offence has been recti-
Republic in local authority house fied. The problem with this dem-
buﬂding since March 1987, means and is that such a decision would
that house prices are rising, mak- have to be taken in the Diil, not
ing it extremely difficult for fami- at council level. ) '
lies to get either public or private Nevertheless, the city council
accommodation. Their only members, their officials and the
alternative will be the section 23 auctioneers will feel under pres-
sharks of the private rentedsector. Suré when they receive their
Over the past two years in invitations to attend a public
Galway there have been no local meeting hosted by the residents
authority houses built, and the and tenants. At this meeting they
most that will be seenin 1989 are Will be presented with these new
twenty houses for the elderly. It is proposals.
therefore inevitable that the pub-  On top of that, the elected rep-
" lic housing stock will shrink, be- resentatives will also be handed a
cause of the freeze in house build- computerised data-base of land-
ing and the sale of existing stock lords in Galway. Attached will be
on the tenant purchase scheme. a request that the council set upa
Experts believe that this severe register of all owners of rented
contraction is likely to provoke a accommodation in the city. Onl
crisis in the 1990s. Indeed, ther_e by means of such a register wi
is evidence to suggest that this landlords be made publicly
crisis would be upon us already accountable

but for the high level of emi- The fact that twelve residents’
gration. ‘ ... . _ associations have united on this
Poverty, corrupt politicians, jssye will certainly be cause for

mass emigration, gombeen-men— alarm among the invited guests.
what century is this? What next: Already in the Tirellan area,
a famine? where the residents’ association

has been especially active on this
issue, 20 per cent of the absentee
landlords have taken cold feet
and sold out.

Council officials are taking not-
ice of this association’s activities
too. For years, derelict sites in the
area, which were not only un-
sightly but also dangerous, had
been ignored by the council.

However, since the local associ-
ation discovered the Derelict
Sites Act, 1961, things have
changed. The reason is that the
act empowers the local authority
not only to clean up a derelict site
and bill the owner but, if need be,
to confiscate the site! It would
seem that the council officials
have been prompted to take
action by fear that someone
might suggest that they do the
latter and appropriate the offend-
ing site.

@ JAMES GRALTON ...
Leitrim.
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commemorative school in Mohill, _C(‘).

Leitrim looks at
French Revolution

THE ANNUAL school in commemoration of James
Gralton, the Leitrim communist who was deported from

Ireland by Fianna Fiil in the Thirties, will t

e place in

Mohill, Co. Leitrim, on the weekend of 20—21 May.

In this, the year of the 200th
anniversary of the French Revo-
lution, it is natural that the theme
of the weekend school will be the
legacy of that revolution in the
ideas of democracy and national
freedom.

Among the speakers will be the
communist  economist Tony
Moriarty, who will discuss the
question, “Can we survive 1992?”,
and Emmet Staég TD, who will
speak on “The Organisation and
Definition of the Irish Nation”,

The weekend begins on Satur-

ay morning_in I%gllly’s Hotel,

Language militants
must become political

THE IRISH language move-
ment will continue to see its
efforts fail so long as it remains
divorced from the political reali-
ties that the demand for the
language revivalmakes, said Tomds
Mac Sioméin, editor of Combhar,
at last month’s D4il Ui Chadhain,
held in Dublin.

D4il Ui Chadhain held the week-
end seminar tg examine the lega-
cy of Mdirtin Cagol?in, the Irish
language militant, so€ialist,repub-
lican, and great writer.

Mac' Sioméin pointed out that
the movement as a whole had not
taken' up the theme that O
Cadhain pointed out inhispamph-
let Gluaiseacht na Gaeilge: Gluais-
eacht ar Strae (translated into
English bgf the Communist Party
of Ireland), in which he argued
that the Irish language movement
had to be a socialist one, that the
revival of Irish was part of the re-
conquest of Ireland that James
Connolly had proposed.

Proinsias Mac Aonghusa, the
well-known broadcaster, spoke
on O Cadhain’s development as a
socialist and republican, a politi-
cal aspect so basic to O Cadhain

the man but so much ignored by
academic literary critics.

In addition, Michael ORiordan,
national chairman of the Comy-
munist Party, spoke about
Cadhain and the Curragh; while
Eoin O Murchid, Southern Area
secretary of the Com unistParty,
argued the validity of O Cadhain’s
socialist challenge to the Irish
language movement.

Other ipeakers included Joe
Higgins of the Militant Tendency,
Mairtin O Muilleoir of Sinn Féin,
Breandin Mac Gearailt, Albert
Fry, Liam Mac an Iomaire, and
Ite Ni Chionnaith. An oration
was given at Mdirtin Q Cadhain’s
Erave by Team Pheaidi Mac

honncha.

GRALTON SCHOOL

The relevance of the French
Revolution to contemporary
Ireland

'20-21 May 1989

K eély sHotel,
Mohill, County Leitrim
Speakers will include: Emmet
Stagg TD, Tony Coughlan,
Tomds Mac Sioméin, Antdin
O Muircheartaigh, Tom Durkin
(London). ' '

Mohill, when the school will be
opened by Councillor Declan
Bree of Sligo. TomdsMacSioméin,
the editor of Comhar, will give a
talk on “The French Revolution
and its influence on Ireland” at
10:30 a.m.

He will be followed by Leitrim
historian John Rooney, who will
discuss “The influence of the
French Revolution on County
Leitrim”. )

At 12:10 p.m. Tony Coughlan
will speak on “The French Revo-
lution and the sovereli%n state”,
followed at 2:45 by Daltin O
Ceallaigh on “The non-sectarian
republic™ Tony Moriarty will
épeak at 4:10 p.m., and Emmet

tagg will sgeak on Sunday morn-
ing at 10:30.

n the afternoon, at 3:30 p.m,
there will be a commemoration of
Jim Gralton in Effernagh, at the
site of the Pearse-Connolly Hall,
burned down by a mob in 1932,

Further information is available
from the Gralton Committee, 1
5{51% (S)treet, Sligo; telephone (071)

Bree stands in
Sligo-Leitrim

SLIGO COUNCILLOR Declan

’Bree has been selected by the
Sligo-Leitrim Independent Social-
ist Organisation to stand as the
candidate in the Sligo-Leitrim by-
election due to be held on 15 June.

Councillor Bree ran a very
strong campaign at the last gener-
al election, and it is believed that
he will strengthen his position in
the by-election, caused by the
departure of Ray Mac Sharry to
Brussels.

Councillor Bree will be standing
on a platform of opposition to
Irish membership of the Common
Market, which has caused devas-
tation to the constituency, where
emigration is at an all-time high.

. He demands investment in new
{obsz with the state taking the
eading role in direct job creating,
and the main emphasis on jobsin

the manufacturing and industrial
sector.
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A Foreign Affairs

Racists

SOUTH AFRICA is rapidly movirzﬁ
Namibian independence. Last mon tm}
puppet administration in Namibia to declare a “de facto suspension” of the

peace plan for the area.

This move compounds the il-
legal occupation of Namibia by
South Africa and the brutal
repression that the South African
regime has used to maintain its
rule.
Over the period of this repres-
sion, martial law has been im-
posed in over half the country,
while a heavy mili presence
resulted in one member of the
occupying armed forces for every
ten or twelve Namibian citizens.

Countless atrocities have also
been reported, particularly at the
hands of counter-insurgency
units such as the infamous
“Koevoet” unit.

The deliberate sabotage of the
UN peace plan seems designed to
ensure that South African tactics
of intimidation and terrorism will
be continued in the foreseeable
future.

RESOLUTION 435

Securitg Council resolution
435 (1978) provided official bless-
ing for a series of a&Jreements be-
tween the South-West African
People’s Organisation of Namibia
(SWAPO) and South Africa, lay-
ing down that there should be
“free elections for the whole of
Namibia as one political entity
with an appropriate UN role.”

It was envisaged that a
Namibian constituent assembly
would draw up a constitution for
an independent Namibia, and
that the United Nations Trans-
ition Assistance Group (UNTAG)
should both monitor this process
and oversee the many Namibian
refugees.

With the benefit of hindsight it
might be held that the first of
April—April Fools’ Day—was a

to sabotage
settlement in Namibia

By AVILA KILMURRAY

to frustrate the negotiated movement towards
the apartheid government In Pretoria joined wi

poor choice for the beginning of
this plan.

Contrary to the agreement that
hostilities would cease and that
both the South African military
and the SWAPO liberation forces
would be restricted to base, over
280 SWAPO fighters and 27
Namibian police and soldiers have
died in clashes since 1 April.

While the South African forei%n
minister, Pik Botha, quickly
alleged that the fighting was a
result of the incursion of SWAPO
forces across the Angolan border
into Namibia, eye-witness reports
conveyed through the Council of
Churches in Namibia suggest that
the situation is different.

It now appears that SWAPQ
were seeking to regroup under
UN supervision, thus enabling
them to make a formal input into
the eventual settlement. It is in
South Africa’s interest to prevent
this development.

It now seems that South Africa
has opted for the course of pro-
voking further hostilities in a
deliberate attempt to limit UN
effectiveness, to launch attacks
on SWAPO members,and even to
frustrate the whole peace plan.

The United Nations itself will
also carry a serious burden of
responsibility if South Africa is
allowed to continue its criminal
occupation and activities un-
checked.

Not only has there been an ele-
ment of confusion over the
details of the peace package, but
it has been claimed that
UNTAG operation in Namibia
has been both inefficient and con-
diserably underresourced.

Palestinians elect
Arafat president

.'I1HE PALESTINIAN leader Yassir Arafat was elected
president of Palestine last month by a unanimous vo te of
the Central Council of the Palestine Liberation Organisation,

meeting in Tunis.

The vote serves torenewArafat’s
mandate to pursue the course
charted by the Palestine National

Cork girl

meets Arafat

ALESSON in diplomacy could
be learned by many of the
world’s politicians froma 15-year-
old Cork girl, Sarah Neary.

As part of a school project on
peace, Sarah wrote to Yassir
Arafat, requesting a meeting to
discuss his views on the subject.

In answer to her request, Sarah
and her teacher, Sister Rita
Twomey, received an invitation to
travel to Tunisia to meet the PLO
leader. After the meeting she said,
“He was very friendly, nicer thanl
expected ... When 1 go back to
school Pl tell my friends that
they are not terrorists and they
want peace.”

Sarah added: “I told him I
wanted peace, and he replied that
he wanted peace, both for Pales-
tinian and Israeli children.”

Sister Twomey was aslo positive
on the visit. “It has told us much
about the sufferings of the Pales-
tinjan people in their home
country and about peace in their
homeland. We have a responsi-
bility to help so that peace comes
to them as soon as possible.”

Council last November.

The PNC proclaimed the state
of Palestine, and authorised the
Central Council to vote in a pro-
visional government.

Some ninety countries have so
far recognised Palestine, accord-
ing to the PLO.

full provisional government is
unlikely to be set up, because of
the problems of naming ministers
who live in the Isracli-occupied
West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Arafat’s appointment came just
before the Israeli prime minister,
Yitzhak Shamir, was due to visit
Washington, touting the idea of
local elections in the occupied
territories. These would be meant
to produce compliant, non-PLO
negotiators for talks on Pales-
tinian autonomy, not indepen-
dence.

In an apparent attempt to cre-
ate the illusion that Israel can find
Palestinians to talk to, even if it
has to force them to do so,
twenty-five West Bank activists
received a summons to meet the
occupation  authorities  last
month. But those who met the
senior occupation administrator,
Brigadier-General Shaike Erez,

115 him that there was noalterna-
tive but to talk to the PLO.

Underground leaders of the
fifteen-month-old Palestinian up-
rising warned against meetings
with the authorities, which were
used for Israeli propaganda pur-
poses.

P

thits
nited Nations

It is for example iniquitous that
South Africa has been allowed to
introduce ex-Koevoet “hunter-
killer” teams into “Swapol” (the
local police force, who attacked
SWAPQ last month).

Alongside this, South Africa has
been mobilising the so-called
Citizen Forces—local vigilantes—
in support of its military action
against SWAPO.

A curfew was imposed in the

northern Ovambo region, and

South African jets bombed

SWAPO units.
COMPLICITY

Apart from the complicity of
allowing the South African occu-
pation of Namibia for so long,
western countries have collabor-
ated with the brutal repression of
SWAPO and of the Namibian
people.

Sanctions demanded in the past
by the General Assembly were
never imposed, because of the
veto exercised in the Security
Council by the three western
Bowers, and even the mandatorir1

N arms embargo against Sout
Africa was not tight enough.

Indeed, it has been alleged over
the last few yearsthat ex-members
of the Ulster Defence Retgiment
were actively recruited for ser-
vice in the “Koevoet” units in
Namibia.

It will be interesting to see what
Margaret Thatcher, George Bush

Afghanistan

he go-ahead to hun
stays firm——Salme—

AFGHANISTAN has warned
Pakistan to keep out of its
affairs, charging that Afghan
rebels backed by Pakistani troops
had launched an all-out attack on
the city of Khost.

“If the Pakistani military inter-
vention continues, it will have
grave consequences fof them,”
said a Foreign Ministry representa-
tive, Mohammad Amani.

Kabul reserved the right to
attack rebel positions near the
border with Pakistan, despite a
“Scud B” missile missing a rebel
target and going over the frontier,
he added. )

But he said that Afghanistan
was ready to negotiate with Paki-
stan to iron out differences and
improve relations.

In Islamabad, Afghan rebels’
said that they had launched a
second major attack on the city
of Jalalabad, and had come under

heavy bombing attack from

government planes.

Meanwhile, the US government
plans to close down the Afghan
embassy in Washington, after
appointing a special envoy with
ambassadorial rank to the rebels,
according to a television report.

Bush advised
to keep out

THE BUSH administration
should seek neither to help
nor to hinder the programme of

Gorbachev, US foreign (folicy
advisers have recommended.

Reports in the American press
said that this was the advice given
to President Bush in three confi-
dential policy review documents.

The review documents also said
that the United States should
opp&ose any dramatic reductions
in NATO forces or any sharp ex-
pansion of economic ties with the
socialist world.

® APARTHEID .

and other western leaders have to
say in the light of Pik Botha’s
recent “de facto suspension” of
the peace plan, and this despite
the fact that South African
troops have effectively been given
t own

Thus it would seem that the

liberation forces are to be sacri-

ficed, yet again, for fear that
South Africa might be upset by
the United Nations taking a stand.

.. the real crisis in South Africa is the racist regime.

In the face of vaciliation and
lack of adequate resources, the
United Nations is being relegated
to the sidelines, in a country that
is officially a UN trust territory, il-
legally occupied by South Africa.

t is clear that it is now vital to

mobilise-maximum support for
securing the independence of
Namibia—both by mobilising
solidarity with SWAPO and by
exposing the South African
attempts to sabotage the imple-
mentation of resolution 435.

BOOKS ON SOUTH AFRICA -

Available now from “New Books”
Ireland’s premier socialist bookshop
43 East Essex Street, Dublin 2. Telephone (01) 711943

Winnie Mandela: Part of My Soul (£4.00)
A moving personal story of courage and dignity
and a powerful indictment of apartheid
‘ Mongane Wally Serote: A Tough Tale (£3.50)
This extraordinary poem conveys the indefatigable fighting spirit

of the South African people
Cherryl Walker: Women and Resistance in South Africa (£6.00)

A detailed and hitherto unrecorded account of women'’s involvement,

in the political struggles of our century
Mzala: Gatsha Buthelezi: Chief with a Double Agenda (£5.00)
An exposé of the collaborationist role

of the apartheid regime’s most determined ally
Elaine Unterhalter: Forced Removal (£5.00)
A searing description of the division, segregation and control
of the people of South Africa "
Joe Slovo: The South African Working Class and the National-
Democratic Revolution (£1.25)
A major work of Marxist analy sis
of international theoretical significance
Dialego: Philosophy and Class Struggle (£1.25)
The basic principles of Marxism

as seen in the context of the South African liberation struggle
International Defence and Aid Fund: Apartheid’s Violence
Against Children (£1.25)
An explanation of what apartheid means to black children
in South Africa and their struggle against it
the Soviet president, Mikhail South African Communist Party: A Distant Clap of Thunder (£1.25

A salute by the South African Communist Party
to South Africa’s black mine-workers
International Defence and Aid Fund: [ ghour in Namibia (£1.25) |
An account of the terrible working conditions
endured by workers under the South African occupation
ALL THE ABOVE AVAILABLE FROM
New Books, 43 East Essex Street, Dublin 2
Ireland’s premier socialist bookshop

Telephone (01) 711943
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Anti-EEC forces
for election campaign

‘AS THE DATE for the Common
Market election on 15 June
gets nearer, the anti-EEC cam-
paign is getting more and more
organised and active.
ere are two anti-EEC candi-
dates standing on platforms that
clearly oppose the integration
Erocess brought in by the Single
uropean Act: Raymond Crotty
in Dublin and Joe Noonan in
Munster.

Of course, the Common Market
election isnot a proper one, as the
miserable number of people who
bother to vote in it shows. The
Strasbourg “parliament” has no
legitimacy, no power, and no sup-

art

For this reason, the Communist

Party has opposed the involve-

ment in the charade of political
parties, since such involvement
only serves to bestow credibility
to an institution that is funda-
mentally anti-democratic.

Bg contrast, the broad anti-
EEC campaigns being run b
Crotty and Noonan have succeeg-
ed in drawing in mass support
from a wide range of forces. Their
central message is a democratic
one: that the integration process
is subversive of our national
sovereignty and neutrality.

The pro-EEC elements are will-
ing to resort to any slander to try
to damage the anti-EEC cam-
paigns; but the numbers of people
tumning out to work in the cam-
paigns is the surest refutation of

rally

these efforts.

It is vital, of course, that the
one-third of our people who
objected to the Single

dacies can achieve that.

The Workers’ Party, for example,
despite its valuable original oppo-
sition to the SEA, has now come
out extremely strongly in favour
of the EEC and the integration
process, while Labour is standing
on the basis of a manifesto that
commits the party to support of a
common “European” army and
other measures that will eliminate
our neutrality.

If the anti-EEC vote remains

uropean
Act ensure that their opposition '
is given backing. Only support for
the Crotty and Noonan candi-

® ANTI-EEC CANDIDATES .
stituency.

solid, there is every possibility

that Crotty and Noonan will be

elected. That is a result devoutly
° to be wished by all democrats.

AYMOND CROTTY, the anti-
“VEEC candidate in Dublin,
delivered a letter to the Austrian
foreign minister, Dr Alois Mock,
during his official visit to Ireland
last month. In the letter, Mr
Crotty stated that “pressure is
coming on Irish neutrality from
all sides. Arms procurement and
development are areas where the
EEC is developing its competence,
and we can expect co-operation
in this with the Independent Euro-
pean Programme Group.
“The European Parliament
keeps passing resolutions calling

CROTTY WARNING

for co-operation with the
assembly of the WEU, or even on
occasions for a joint assembly.

“Jacques Delors, president of
the uropean ommission,
recently suggested that since
Sweden did not want to give up
its neutrality, it could not become
a member of the EEC. The West
German chancellor has said that a
federal European army and police
force are at the end of the road to
European union”

He also pointed out that
“Garret Fitzgerald of Fine Gael,
who was taoiseach at the time of
the SEA negotiations, recently
said on British radio that Austria
would have to give undertakings
similar to those given by Ireland
at the time of joining the EEC and
since repeated by our leaders.

“The undertakings were to the
effect that our neutrality would
not stand in the way of an even-
tual political union. They were

given, may 1 say, without any
popular mandate orparliamentary
approval”

Raymond Crotty concluded by
saying: “It is our firm belief that
Irish neutrality is being graduall
given away, by virtue of the EEC,
over the heads and against the
wishes of the Irish people, 86 per
cent of whom want it. We would -
advise the Austrian people and
government to be acutel¥l aware
of the real character of the EEC,
which they are reported to be
contemplating joining.”

Can the Government i

Gibraltar facts?

UP TO NOW. five civil liberties groups have produced rep-

orts on the Gibraltar

adequacy of the inquest.

The most recent report comes
from Amnesty International,
which makes it clear that the in.
quest failed to answer the “funda-
mental issue ... whether the fatal
shootings were caused by what
happened in the street or whether
the authorities planned in ad-
vance for the three to be shot
dead.”

The reason this was not
answered lies with the British
government’s use of its “public
Interest immunity certificates”,
which severely restricted the evi.
dence made available: in particu-
lar, why the SAS, a “military
assault force”, was employed to
carry out what should have been
an arrest operation, rather than
specially trained armed police-
men.

The Amnesty report reiterates

much of what had been said at the

(JOIN THE
' COMMUNIST PARTY

killings and the subsequent inquest.
Al five have expressed considerable concern regardin, .
the use of lethal force that

oth
day in Gibraltar and the in-

.time of the inquest by the famj-
lies and their legalrepresentatives:
the biased nature of the inquest
Broceedings, which left lawyer

addy Mc Grory at a distinct dis-
advantage.

For example, he did not see wit-
nesses’ statements in advance,
Therefore he was unable to cross-
examine witnesses on the basis of
what other witnesses, who testi-
fied at a later stage, said about the
same incident.

“Thus”, states Amnesty, “he was
not able to 3uestion the soldiers,
who testified in the second week
of the inquest, about information
that was presented in later weeks
by police officers and civilian eye-
witnesses.”

' CRITICAL

The Amnesty report is also

extremely critical of the follow-

To: The Communist Party of Ireland, 43 East Essex Street, Dublin 2
Please send me information about membership of

the Communist Party of Ireland

Name:

Address:

Bloody Sunday!

5

up police investigation, and it sees
similarities between the Gibraltar
killings and those carried out by
the so-called security forces in the
North,

“The susgects’ identities were
known, and they were under sur-
veillance just before they were
killed; there was contradicto
evidence about whether there had
been an attempt to arrest them;
the security forces personnel res.
?onmble for the killings were not

ormally interviewed by detec-
tives immediately after the inci-
dent; and standard forensic/
investigative procedures were not
followed ”

A number of freak coincidences,
or a shoot-to-kill policy? Accord-
ing to Amnesty, the best way to
answer this question is to hold a
judicial inquiry.

And they cite examples of two
previous inquiries: amongst them
is the Widgery Inquiry into the
thirteen murdered in Derry on

Amnesty needs to be reminded

gnore the

: o
Ly

@ Relatives of the Gibraltar dead call for Government action.

that the British paratroopers in
Derry on Bloody Sunday were
commended by Lord Widgery,
while the coroner described what
they did as “sheer, unadulterated
murder”,

They should also be reminded
of the result of the Birmingham
Six appeal and, of course, what
hap&ened to honest cop John
Stalker when he tried to unearth
the truth. The simple fact is that
Irish people cannot expect a fair
trial from a British judge.

This is particularly true of cases
such as the Gibraltar and Armagh
killings, where any honest judge-
ment against the British govern-
ment would show that they have
been pursuing a murderous cam-
paign.

ere is a need for an inter-
national inquiry into Britain’s
shoot-to-kill  policy. And the
Government should start the ball
rolling by bringing an action
against the British in the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights over
the Gibraltar killings.

- come

.. RAYMOND CROTTY (left), stand-
ing in Dublin, and JOE NOONAN, who is contesting the Munster con-

Anti-EEC
candidate
can win

UCLIN anti-EEC candidate
Raymond Crotty has wel-

! the opportunity of advo-
cating opposition to further Euro-

ean integration before the
Bublin Trades Council, the oldest
organisation of the Dublin labour
movement.

Delegates voted by a two-to-
one majority to have presen-
tations of the Dublin Euro-
election candidates at the trades
council, after a vigorous dis-
cussion on a letter from ’gll’e
Crotty campaign to the council’s
executive committee seeking an
opportunity to address the trades
council.

In his letter to the council, Mr
Crotty said: “It now looks as if I
shall be the only realistic candi-
date of radical democratic
opinion in the Dublin area in this
ef;ction—indeed, the only candi-
date with a prospect of being
elected who will stand for the
traditional democratic values of
the Labour movement.

“This follows from recent
regrettable developments in the
Labour Party and the Workers’
Party in relation to the EEC. The
Labour candidates will be stand-
ing on the joint programme of the
EEC social’ist parties, without any
of the reservations insisted on in
the joint programme by the Dan-
ish and British social democratic
parties.

“This means that the Labour
candidates will be standing on a
manifesto—endorsed by Dick
Spring and Barry Desmond in
Brussels last February—that advo-
cates an EEC political union, a
monetary union, a European
central bank, more powers for the
EEC Commission and Parliament,
and closer co-operation on
‘security’, without the qualifi-
cation that this excludes military
matters—even though these key
issues have never been discussed
by the Labour Party annual cop-
ference or its members.

“I am also left as the only real-
istic radical candidate in Dublin”,
he says, “because of the decision
of the Workers’ Party ard-fheis t
to embrace an uncritical ‘Euro-
peanism’, in spite of the honour-
able role that party played in be-
ing the only Dail party to oppose
ratification of the Single Euro-
pean Act.

“How can the Workers® Party
claim to stand for democracy
while advocatingﬁgiving legislative
powers to the European Parlia-
ment, an assembly of foreigners
in which the people of Ireland,
north and south, have 18 votes
out of 5187

“How can it look for ‘socialism’
from Europe when the Treaty of
Rome is a contract not to have
socialism, but rather enshrines a
commitment to a capitalism run
on such out-and-out laissez-faire
lines as Adam Smith and Malthus
might have envied?”



